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::::::  
::::::  
 
Humanitarian Action – Financing/Sustainability 
 
The world’s first “Humanitarian Impact Bond” launched to transform financing of aid 
in conflict-hit countries  
News release 
06 September 2017  
Geneva (ICRC) - The ICRC has created the world's first "Humanitarian Impact Bond" to help 
transform the way vital services for people with disabilities are financed in conflict-hit countries. 
 
The capital raised – 26 million CHF – will be used to build and run three new physical 
rehabilitation centres in Africa (Nigeria, Mali and Democratic Republic of Congo) over a five year 
period, providing services for thousands of people. The payment-by-results programme also 
includes the necessary training for the new staff as well as the testing and implementation of new 
efficiency initiatives. 
 
The innovative funding mechanism has been created to encourage social investment from the 
private sector, to support the ICRC's health programmes. A rising number of conflicts as well as a 
growing annual budget of the ICRC are the driving forces for this innovative funding model. 
 
Of the 90 million people with physical disabilities who need a mobility device worldwide, only 
10%, on average, have access to adequate physical rehabilitation services, leading to both social 
and economic exclusion. 
 
The ICRC is the world's largest provider of physical rehabilitation services in developing and fragile 
countries. In 2016, the Physical Rehabilitation Programme operated 139 projects in 34 countries, 
helping almost 330,000 people with physiotherapy and mobility devices including wheelchairs, 
artificial limbs and braces. 
 
Peter Maurer, the ICRC's president, said: 
"Today's humanitarian challenges are immense, causing suffering for many millions of men, 
women and children around the world. This funding instrument is a radical, innovative but at the 
same time, logical step for the ICRC. It is an opportunity not only to modernise the existing model 
for humanitarian action, but to test a new economic model, designed to better support people in 
need." 
 
"We hope that once the pilot project is proven, it will demonstrate that non-traditional financing 
models can work. There is great potential for investments that are built around improving the 
social, environmental and economic conditions so that humanitarian action advances in impact, 
effectiveness and scale in ways never seen before." 
 
How it works 
The "Humanitarian Impact Bond" is legally known as the Program for Humanitarian Impact 
Investment. It is not a "bond" but a private placement. The initial payments by 'Social Investors' - 
(New Re, part of Munich Re Group) and others identified by co-sponsor Bank Lombard Odier - 
enable the ICRC to run the activities at each rehabilitation centre and hence expand the ICRC's 
Physical Rehabilitation Programme (PRP). 
 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/worlds-first-humanitarian-impact-bond-launched-transform-financing-aid-conflict-hit
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/worlds-first-humanitarian-impact-bond-launched-transform-financing-aid-conflict-hit
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At the end of the 5th year, 'Outcome Funders' - governments of Belgium, Switzerland, Italy, the 
UK and "la Caixa" Foundation - will pay the ICRC according to the results achieved. These funds 
will in turn be used to pay back the social investors partially, in full or with an additional return, 
depending on how well the ICRC performs in terms of the efficiency of the new centres. 
 
Independent auditors will verify the ICRC's reported efficiency in the three new centres. The 
efficiency - the ratio of how many people receive mobility devices per physical rehabilitation 
professional – is compared to existing centres. If above the benchmark, the social investor will 
receive its initial investment plus an annual return. If the performance of the new centres is, 
however, below the benchmark, then it will lose a certain amount of the initial investment. 
 
::::::  
::::::  

 
Migrants – EU Relocation – Allocation Litigation  
 
Court of Justice of the European Union  
The Court dismisses the actions brought by Slovakia and Hungary against the 
provisional mechanism for the mandatory relocation of asylum seekers  
That mechanism actually contributes to enabling Greece and Italy to deal with the impact of the 
2015 migration crisis and is proportionate  
PRESS RELEASE No 91/17  
Luxembourg, 6 September 2017  
Judgment in Joined Cases C-643/15 and C-647/15 Slovakia and Hungary v Council 
 
In response to the migration crisis that affected Europe in the summer of 2015, the Council of the 
European Union adopted a decision in order to help Italy and Greece deal with the massive inflow 
of migrants. The decision provides for the relocation from those two Member States to other EU 
Member States, over a period of two years, of 120,000 persons in clear need of international 
protection.  
 
The contested decision was adopted on the basis of Article 78(3) TFEU, which provides that ‘in 
the event of one or more Member States being confronted by an emergency situation 
characterised by a sudden inflow of nationals of third countries, the Council, on a proposal from 
the Commission, may adopt provisional measures for the benefit of the Member State(s) 
concerned. It shall act after consulting the European Parliament’.  
 
Slovakia and Hungary which, like the Czech Republic and Romania, voted against the adoption of 
the contested decision in the Council, have asked the Court of Justice to annul the decision. In 
support of their actions they put forward pleas seeking to show (i) that the adoption of the 
decision was vitiated by errors of a procedural nature or arising from the choice of an 
inappropriate legal basis and (ii) that the decision was neither a suitable response to the migrant 
crisis nor necessary for that purpose.  
 
In the proceedings before the Court, Poland has intervened in support of Slovakia and Hungary, 
while Belgium, Germany, Greece, France, Italy, Luxembourg, Sweden and the Commission have 
intervened in support of the Council.  
 
By today’s judgment, the Court dismisses in their entirety the actions brought by 
Slovakia and Hungary... 
 

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2017-09/cp170091en.pdf
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2017-09/cp170091en.pdf
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::::::  
::::::  
 
Governance – Leadership – Empowerment 
 
48 CEO's Sign Letter Urging Secretary of State Tillerson to Swiftly Appoint Key 
Leadership Positions that Focus on Empowering Woman and Girls  
FAIRFIELD, Conn. (September 5, 2017)— The following letter, organized by Save the Children, 
CARE, and Vital Voices, was submitted today to Secretary of State Rex Tillerson. It was signed by 
48 current and former CEO's of major American companies supporting the urgent appointment of 
women leadership positions at the state department and USAID. 
 
The Honorable Rex Wayne Tillerson 
Secretary of State 
2201 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20520  
 
Dear Secretary Tillerson: 
As private sector leaders and supporters of inclusive economic growth, we are grateful for your 
efforts to promote global prosperity. We also appreciate your leadership as CEO of ExxonMobil 
focusing on the economic empowerment of women and girls globally. 
 
We write you today to affirm the importance of making the empowerment of women and girls 
around the world a central tenet of U.S. foreign policy and development assistance. During this 
time as the Department of State considers ways to maximize efficiency and effectiveness in U.S. 
investments, we encourage you to continue a global focus on empowering women and girls. This 
will not only expand economic opportunities and develop critical job skills for women and girls, it 
will also help to build markets for U.S. goods and services. In short, investments in women and 
girls bring high returns for economic growth, societal wellbeing, and global stability.  
 
We believe that investing in women and girls is essential to our long-term success for the 
following reasons:  
1. It Expands Opportunities for U.S. Businesses: The empowerment of women and girls 
leads to sustainable economic growth, the expansion of consumer markets, and democratic 
governance. A 2015 McKinsey Global Institute study found that full participation of women in the 
global economy would increase annual GDP in 2025 by $28 trillion, or 26 percent.  
 
2. It Bolsters U.S. National Security and Global Stability: Evidence shows that investment 
in programs that enhance opportunities for women and girls increases global security and 
stability. The Institute for Economics and Peace calculated that for every $1 spent on 
peacebuilding, the costs of responding to conflict are decreased by $16. Women’s meaningful 
involvement in peace processes also leads to longer lasting peace agreements, stability, and 
economic prosperity. More stable environments lower risk for U.S. businesses operating overseas.  
 
3. It Demonstrates U.S. Leadership and Values: Having strong and qualified champions for 
women and girls in the U.S. government sends a message that the United States will continue to 
be a key leader in this area. The opportunities that we provide for women and girls give them the 
tools and ability to create better lives for their families and communities.  
 
To help ensure that this work is integrated across our diplomatic and development efforts, we 
strongly urge you to quickly select qualified and experienced candidates for key leadership 

http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003979
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003979
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positions that focus on empowering women and girls globally. The swift nomination (and 
confirmation) of the Ambassador-atLarge for Global Women’s Issues at the U.S. Department of 
State and the ongoing support for the USAID leadership focused on the empowerment of women 
and girls will help harness untapped potential as the U.S. seeks to achieve its foreign policy goals.  
 
Sincerely,  
Julie Sweet, U.S. CEO, Accenture  
John W. Rowe, MD, Former Chairman and CEO, Aetna Inc.  
Ronald A. Williams, Former Chairman and CEO, Aetna Inc. 
David Jaffe, Chairman and CEO, ascena Retail Group Inc.  
Gary Muto, President and CEO, ascena Brands, ascena Retail Group Inc.  
Maxine Clark, Founder and Former CEO, Build-A-Bear Workshop  
Steve Shiffman, CEO, Calvin Klein, Inc.  
Austin Hearst, CEO, Chestnut Holdings  
Victor M. Luis, President and CEO, Coach Inc.  
Sean Connolly, CEO, Conagra Brands  
Jane Wurwand, Co-Founder, Dermalogica and FITE  
Edward Stack, Chairman and CEO, DICK's Sporting Goods  
Debra Fine, President, Fine Capital Partners  
Richard Johnson, Chairman and CEO, Foot Locker, Inc.  
Jon Achenbaum, CEO and President, Freeman Beauty  
Morris Goldfarb, Chairman of the Board and CEO, G-III Apparel Group, Ltd  
Art Peck, President and CEO, Gap Inc.  
Jim Goldman, Former CEO and President, Godiva Chocolatier  
Peg McGetrick, Former CEO, Grantham, Mayo von Otterloo & Co. (GMO)  
Richard Baker, Governor and Executive Chairman, Hudson's Bay Company  
Gregory L. Waters, President and CEO, Integrated Device Technology  
Marvin R. Ellison, Chairman and CEO, JCPenney Corporation  
Alex Gorsky, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Johnson & Johnson  
Kevin Mansell, Chairman, President and CEO, Kohl's  
Jeff Gennette, CEO, Macy’s, Inc.  
Tracey Massey, President, Americas, Mars Wrigley Confectionery  
Ken Frazier, CEO, Merck & Co.  
John D. Idol, Chairman and CEO, Michael Kors  
Irene Rosenfeld, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Mondelēz International  
Carolyn Tastad, Group President North America, P&G  
Joe Keefe, President and CEO, Pax World Management LLC  
Ronald J. Wurtzburger, President, Peerless Clothing  
Rick Federico, Current Chairman and Former CEO, PF Changs China Bistro  
Emanuel "Manny" Chirico, Chairman and CEO, PVH Corp  
Dona Young, Former Chairman, President and CEO, The Phoenix Companies  
Ken Duane, CEO, PVH Heritage Brands  
Linda Rabbitt, Chairwoman and CEO, Rand Construction Corporation  
Paul Thomas, Former CEO, Reynolds Packaging Group  
Daniel Grieder, CEO, Tommy Hilfiger  
Jim Alling, CEO, TOMS  
Blake Mycoskie, Founder and Former CEO, TOMS  
Mark Mactas, Former CEO and Chairman, Towers Perrin  
Mary Dillon, CEO, Ulta Beauty  
Wende Zomnir, CCO and Co-Founder, Urban Decay  
Neil Blumenthal, Co-Founder and Co-CEO, Warby Parker  
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Dave Gilboa, Co-Founder and Co-CEO, Warby Parker  
Brad Irwin, President and CEO, Welch's  
Anne Mulcahy, Former Chair and CEO, Xerox  
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Development – “Inclusive Agriculture” 
 
New US $280 Million Partnership for Inclusive Agricultural Transformation in Africa 
Launched   
Four prominent organizations supporting African agriculture join forces in innovative strategic 
partnership to increase incomes and improve the food security of 30 million smallholder farm 
households in at least 11 African countries by 2021. 
September 5, 2017  
ABIDJAN, COTE D’IVOIRE—The multi-million dollar Partnership for Inclusive Agricultural 
Transformation in Africa (PIATA) was launched today at the 2017 African Green Revolution Forum 
(AGRF). PIATA is an innovative and transformative partnership and financing vehicle to drive 
inclusive agriculture transformation across the continent. 
 
Together, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation and the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) will provide up to U.S. $280 million to catalyze and 
sustain inclusive agricultural transformation in at least 11 countries in Africa, which will in turn 
increase incomes and improve the food security of 30 million smallholder farm households. The 
PIATA reflects a recognition that greater impact and value can be achieved through a strategic 
partnership that builds on what has been achieved by each partner across the continent, and pulls 
them together in ways that help catalyze and sustain transformation at scale. 
 
The PIATA is an important collaboration between donors that aligns behind the Malabo agenda 
agreed to by African Heads of State and Government in 2014. It signals an enduring commitment 
to Africa’s transformation agenda. PIATA is but one of various means by which each of the 
partners are supporting African countries to deliver on agricultural transformation; its partners 
continue to provide support through avenues including direct support to continental agencies, 
government bodies and in-country partners. The partnership will allow partners to align and 
complement existing efforts, making new investments in developing input systems, value chains, 
and policy where they will have the most impact. 
 
Speaking at the launch, Mr. Mamadou Biteye, Managing Director of the Rockefeller Foundation 
Africa Regional Office said, “We are pleased to be part of PIATA. We see it as an opportunity to 
leverage even more from the partners and their huge networks, for greater impact. We are 
looking forward to deploying the technologies that we have helped develop over the years, 
together with our shared knowledge and grant support, to work with our esteemed partners. 
Together we hope to catalyze Africa’s pursuit for prosperity through agriculture. PIATA is critical in 
our ongoing push to build the resilience of farmers and systems that affect them, especially in 
light of increasing challenges such as climate change, among others.” 
 
According to the 2017 Africa Agriculture Status Report, Africa needs an agricultural revolution that 
is distinct and that links millions of small farms to agribusinesses, creating extended food supply 
chains, jobs and economic opportunities for large segments of the population.  Agriculture is still 
the best bet for inclusive African economic growth and poverty reduction. 
 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/new-us-280-million-partnership-inclusive-agricultural-transformation-africa-launched/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/new-us-280-million-partnership-inclusive-agricultural-transformation-africa-launched/
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Such a transformation will require greater political, policy, and financing commitments from across 
the public and private sectors. It will also require new partnership models like PIATA, which is 
hailed as an outstanding example of how partners can collaborating with African countries’ visions 
and systems to deliver on their own transformation, in line with their national economic 
development strategies. 
 
Mr. Rodger Voorhies, the Executive Director of the Global Growth and Opportunity Division of the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, said, “We’ve seen significant progress when countries recognize 
the critical importance of agriculture to their economic development and help catalyze agricultural 
transformation with targeted investments, evidence-based policies, and strong national plans. 
PIATA is an exciting platform that can help countries take the lead in driving agricultural 
transformation. Our investment reflects our desire to help countries develop high-quality plans 
linked to national and continental accountability frameworks.” 
 
Each PIATA partners boasts strong networks of local, private sector and implementers from across 
the continent, which, through this platform, will benefit from stronger integration of investments 
and alignment of approaches to boost not only development but business outcomes as well. 
Delivering on Africa’s potential requires both the public and private sectors to engage in new ways 
and strengthen collaboration. The role of the private sector and non-state actors in agriculture 
development and in support of formulation of country agriculture plans is critical for sustainable 
growth. 
 
This was emphasized by Mr. Sean Jones, the Senior Deputy Assistant Administrator, Bureau for 
Food Security, USAID. “PIATA offers a new way of doing business across the many public and 
private actors working to ensure food security and economic growth as called for in country-
owned visions and the goals laid out in the Malabo Declaration. Agriculture is at its core a private 
sector enterprise, and one of the best bets for job creation and inclusive growth when the right 
policies and investments allow the private sector to flourish. This partnership offers an innovative 
mechanism to unlock this investment and realize many of the targets laid out in the Global Food 
Security Strategy approved by our Congress.” 
 
The PIATA launch comes at a critical time in the continent’s agriculture history. Most African 
countries have undertaken a rigorous review of the sector, developing and adopting a new 
generation of sector development plans that prepare them to do business. Continentally, the 
African Union is coordinating the biennial review of the progress made towards the 
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) goals, which will be 
presented in the first Biennial Review Report, along with a scorecard for the Heads of State to 
guide them in the sector’s transformation. 
 
PIATA will shape how partners engage on the continent. Under PIATA, the partners have 
committed to delivering impact against a shared results framework and aligning PIATA country 
operations to national agriculture plans.  This is the first time a partnership of this scale that is 
based on a shared results framework has been launched on the continent, its shared results 
framework is a significant achievement and the cornerstone of this partnership. 
 
Welcoming the new partnership, Dr. Agnes Kalibata, President, Alliance for a Green Revolution in 
Africa (AGRA), expressed her belief that the initiative would contribute significantly to accelerating 
Africa’s path to prosperity by growing inclusive economies and jobs through agriculture. 
 
“We have witnessed significant progress in our agricultural transformation over the past decade, 
with countries that have prioritized the sector recording notable drops in poverty levels, improved 
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food security and inclusive economic growth. PIATA will be critical in bringing key players together 
to support governments in their push to fully unlock the potential of Africa’s smallholder farming 
and agribusiness as the surest drivers of job creation and the continent’s inclusive economic 
transformation,” she said. 
 
AGRA is the primary implementing institution of the partnership under the institution’s new 
strategy for the continent and plan agreed with priority countries. Founded in 2006, AGRA and its 
partners have spent more than a decade building the systems, tools, and knowledge required for 
an inclusive agricultural transformation. AGRA now sees the partnership as a way to scale up its 
support to country agricultural transformation and serve as a go to partner for governments. 
 
The ultimate hope is that the PIATA model will attract other public and private players in the 
agriculture landscape to join and work together to support Africa on a path to prosperity through 
agricultural transformation. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Development – State Performance 
 
Commitment to Development Index 2017 
Center for Global Development 
Ian Mitchell , Anita Käppeli and Hauke Hillebrandt  
9/5/17 
The Commitment to Development Index ranks 27 of the world's richest countries on policies that 
affect more than five billion people living in poorer nations. Because development is about more 
than foreign aid, the Index covers seven distinct policy areas: Aid, Finance, Technology, 
Environment, Trade, Security, and Migration. 
 
In our integrated world, decisions made by rich countries about their own policies and behaviour 
have repercussions for people in developing nations. At the same time, greater prosperity and 
security in poorer countries benefit the whole world. They create new economic opportunities, 
increase innovation, and help reduce risks posed by public health, security, and economic crises. 
The Commitment to Development Index (CDI) celebrates countries whose policies benefit not only 
themselves, but also the development of others, and promote our common good. 
 
CDI 2017 Results: How well are countries doing? 
Denmark tops this year's Commitment to Development Index; Scandinavian countries make up 
the top three. 
Denmark scores consistently well across the seven components of the CDI, ranking first on     and 
aid, and featuring in the top three for trade and finance. But Denmark has room for improvement 
in migration, where it ranks in the bottom half. Even though it takes a large share of international 
refugees, Denmark accepts the lowest proportion of students from developing countries of all 
countries assessed. 
   Sweden and Finland follow Denmark in the top three. These countries all show consistently 
good performance across nearly all categories. Sweden shows the biggest support for the global 
climate and biodiversity, ranking first on environment. Finland is top in finance.  
 
Germany improves substantially but France is still top amongst G7 countries. 
   Germany moves up to fifth on the 2017 Index, mainly thanks to policies on migration, including 
accepting a large number of refugees. Germany has also improved in the technology, trade, 

https://www.cgdev.org/publication/commitment-development-index-2017
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/ian-mitchell
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/anita-kappeli
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/hauke-hillebrandt


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

environment, and aid components, meeting the international commitment of 0.7 percent of 
national income on overseas development assistance. But it ranks in the bottom third on finance 
and security. 
   France maintains its position as the top-ranked G7 nation, performing above average in 
security, technology, trade, finance, and environment. France could improve by reducing barriers 
to service trade, integrating migrants, and building on its progress to increase the 0.38 percent of 
national income it spends on overseas aid. 
   The United Kingdom ranks seventh on this year's CDI, performing most strongly on aid and 
trade but below average on technology and migration. The UK has a relatively high proportion of 
students from developing countries but could improve by taking a larger share of asylum seekers 
and increasing its refugee acceptance rate. 
 
The United States ranks 23rd of 27; outranked by Visegrád Central European countries. 
   The United States is now outscored by each of the Central European Visegrád countries 
(Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Poland), whose income per head is less than half 
that in the United States. Slovakia and Hungary do particularly well (second and third 
respectively) on environment. 
   The US's best performance is in the trade and security components. However, it scores poorly 
on finance, environment, and aid, giving 0.18 percent of national income—well short of the 
international agreement of 0.7 percent. The US withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord will be 
reflected in future years, potentially taking the US score lower.  
 
South Korea and Japan are at the bottom of the CDI.  
   South Korea ranks last, with Japan just one place above at 26th. South Korea's scores on 
environment and security are the lowest in the CDI, while Japan is close to bottom on security, 
migration, environment, and trade. Both countries, however, score well on the technology 
component, with South Korea ranking first and Japan fifth.  
   In fact, most countries in the CDI have one or more indicator where they perform much less 
well than in other areas. This shows how countries could spread prosperity simply by raising their 
performance to the level of other countries… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Education 
 
Nearly zero progress in reducing the global out-of-school rate over the past decade - 
UNICEF 
NEW YORK, 6 September 2017 – With 11.5 per cent of school-age children – or 123 million – 
missing out on learning today, compared to 12.8 per cent – or 135 million – in 2007, the 
percentage of 6-15 year olds who are out of school has barely decreased in the last decade, 
UNICEF said today.  
 
Pervasive levels of poverty, protracted conflicts and complex humanitarian emergencies have 
caused this rate to stagnate, UNICEF said, calling for more investments to address the reasons 
that keep vulnerable children out of school.  
 
“Investments aimed at increasing the number of schools and teachers to match population growth 
are not enough. This business-as-usual approach will not get the most vulnerable children into 
school – and help them reach their full potential – if they continue to be trapped in poverty, 
deprivation and insecurity,” said UNICEF Chief of Education Jo Bourne.  

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100723.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100723.html
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“Governments and the global community must target their investments at eliminating the factors 
preventing these children from going to school in the first place, including by making schools safe 
and improving teaching and learning.”  
 
Children living in the world’s poorest countries and in conflict zones are disproportionally affected. 
Of the 123 million children missing out on school, 40 per cent live in the least developed countries 
and 20 per cent live in conflict zones.  
 
War continues to threaten – and reverse – education gains. The conflicts in Iraq and Syria have 
resulted in an additional 3.4 million children missing out on their education, bringing the number 
of out-of-school children across the Middle East and North Africa back to 2007’s level of 
approximately 16 million.  
 
Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia – with their high levels of poverty, rapidly increasing 
populations, and recurring emergencies – account for 75 per cent of the global out-of-school 
primary- and lower-secondary school age population.   
 
But there has been some progress. Ethiopia and Niger, which are among the world’s poorest 
countries, have made the most progress in enrolment rates of primary-school-age children over 
the past decade with an increase of more than 15 per cent and around 19 per cent, respectively.  
 
Funding shortfalls for education in emergencies are affecting children’s access to school in 
conflict. On average, less than 3.6 per cent of global humanitarian appeals are dedicated to 
education. Six-months into 2017, UNICEF had only received 12 per cent of the funding required to 
provide education for children caught up in crises. More funds are urgently required to address 
the increasing number and complexity of crises and to give children the stability and opportunities 
they deserve. 
 
“Learning provides relief for children affected by emergencies in the short-term, but is also a 
critical investment in the future development of societies in the long-term. Yet investment in 
education does not respond to the realities of a volatile world. To address this, we must secure 
greater and more predictable funding for education in unpredictable emergencies,” said Bourne. 
 
The analysis is based on the latest available data from UNESCO Institute of Statistics, which 
released new statistics in June 2017 that can be viewed here.  
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
Editor’s Note 
In many places in the U.S., there continues to be active debate and various actions around 
statues, monuments and other heritage expressions recognizing individuals and other aspects of 
the Confederacy [Civil War, U.S., 1861-1865]. One such debate involves two stained glass 
windows that “honor Confederate Generals Robert E. Lee and Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson” 
installed in 1953 in the Washington National Cathedral [Washington, DC]. The Cathedral describes 
itself as “as a house of prayer for all people and a spiritual home for the nation [with a mission] 
as a national church, dedicated to serving the country and its many faith traditions [and] as a 
national treasure, dedicated to serving visitors and pilgrims…” 

http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/reducing-global-poverty-through-universal-primary-secondary-education.pdf
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Announcement on the Future of the Lee-Jackson Windows 
September 6, 2017 
[Editor’s text bolding] 
Dear friends, 
Two years ago, following a tragic shooting at a church in Charleston, S.C., then-Dean Gary Hall 
called for the removal of two stained glass windows at the Cathedral that honor Confederate 
Generals Robert E. Lee and Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. 
 
At that time, we began a process to engage this community in deep questions of racial justice, the 
legacy of slavery and God’s call to us in the 21st century. Over the past two years, we have heard 
from deeply passionate voices who have engaged with us and held us accountable to this process, 
and we thank them. 
 
The programs we have hosted, the conversations within our community and national events have 
brought greater focus on the key question facing us: Are these windows, installed in 1953, an 
appropriate part of the sacred fabric of a spiritual home for the nation? 
 
After considerable prayer and deliberation, the Cathedral Chapter voted Tuesday to immediately 
remove the windows. The Chapter believes that these windows are not only inconsistent with our 
current mission to serve as a house of prayer for all people, but also a barrier to our important 
work on racial justice and racial reconciliation. Their association with racial oppression, human 
subjugation and white supremacy does not belong in the sacred fabric of this Cathedral. 
 
These windows will be deconsecrated, removed, conserved and stored until we can 
determine a more appropriate future for them. The window openings and stone work in the 
Lee-Jackson Bay will be covered over until we determine what will go in their place. 
 
There are several things that we know to be true: 
:: Whatever their origins, we recognize that these windows are more than benign historical 
markers. For many of God’s children, they are an obstacle to worship in a sacred space; for some, 
these and other Confederate memorials serve as lampposts along a path that leads back to racial 
subjugation and oppression. 
 
:: A central question we have asked throughout this process is what narratives are shared within 
the sacred fabric of the Cathedral, and which are yet untold. We have concluded that these 
windows tell an incomplete and misleading account of our history. We are committed to finding 
ways to offer a richer, more balanced expression of our nation’s history. 
 
:: We have asked whether it is possible to contextualize these windows or to augment them with 
other narratives. The Chapter concluded that there is no way to adequately contextualize these 
windows while keeping them within the sacred fabric of the Cathedral. 
 
:: We want to be clear that we are not attempting to remove history, but rather are 
removing two windows from the sacred fabric of the Cathedral that do not reflect our 
values. We believe these windows can yet have a second life as an effective teaching 
tool in a place and context yet to be determined. 
 
:: The recent violence in Charlottesville brought urgency to our discernment process.  We find 
ourselves compelled by the witness of others, moved by the presence of God in our midst and 
convicted that the Holy Spirit is pointing us toward the answer. The continued presence of white 

https://cathedral.org/press-room/announcement-future-lee-jackson-windows/
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supremacy, anti-Semitism and other forms of hate in our nation cannot be ignored – nor will they 
be solved simply by removing these windows or other monuments. The racial wounds that we 
have seen across our nation compel us to renew our commitment to building God’s Beloved 
Community. 
 
There are questions we cannot yet answer, such as what will replace these windows. Those 
answers will come after careful thought and deliberation. But we know this for sure: while this 
part of our work has reached its end, the harder task of working for racial justice, combating 
intolerance and fostering reconciliation continues with renewed urgency. 
 
We recognize that there are people of goodwill who disagree with our decision, and also others 
who have been hurt or confused by the amount of time it took us to reach it. We trust, however, 
that what unites us in Christ is greater than our differences. We continue to hold the entire 
Cathedral community in prayer as we strive always to see each other as beloved children of God. 
 
In the coming weeks and months, the Cathedral leadership will create opportunities for all in the 
Cathedral community to express their views and feelings. We promise to listen carefully to all who 
are willing to share. And we renew our commitment to follow Jesus and do our part to build the 
Kingdom of God, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Faithfully, 
The Right Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde 
   Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Washington 
The Very Rev. Randolph Marshall Hollerith 
   Dean, Washington National Cathedral 
John Donoghue 
   Chair, Cathedral Chapter 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Science  
08 September 2017  Vol 357, Issue 6355 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Reports 
Protecting unauthorized immigrant mothers improves their children’s mental health 
By Jens Hainmueller, Duncan Lawrence, Linna Martén, Bernard Black, Lucila Figueroa, Michael 
Hotard, Tomás R. Jiménez, Fernando Mendoza, Maria I. Rodriguez, Jonas J. Swartz, David D. 
Laitin 
Science08 Sep 2017 : 1041-1044 Full Access 
Life under threat of deportation 
   What is the effect on a child of having parents who are at risk of deportation as unauthorized 
immigrants? Hainmueller et al. developed a quasi-experimental protocol to address this 
complicated question. They selected mothers who had birthdates either just before or just after 
the cutoff for the United States' Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. Children 
whose mothers were protected from deportation by DACA had 50% fewer diagnoses of 
adjustment and anxiety disorder than children with mothers whose birthdates, by coincidence, 
preceded the cutoff and who thus were not protected. 
Abstract 

http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/357/6355/1041
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/357/6355/1041
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The United States is embroiled in a debate about whether to protect or deport its estimated 11 
million unauthorized immigrants, but the fact that these immigrants are also parents to more than 
4 million U.S.-born children is often overlooked. We provide causal evidence of the impact of 
parents’ unauthorized immigration status on the health of their U.S. citizen children. The Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program granted temporary protection from deportation to 
more than 780,000 unauthorized immigrants. We used Medicaid claims data from Oregon and 
exploited the quasi-random assignment of DACA eligibility among mothers with birthdates close to 
the DACA age qualification cutoff. Mothers’ DACA eligibility significantly decreased adjustment and 
anxiety disorder diagnoses among their children. Parents’ unauthorized status is thus a substantial 
barrier to normal child development and perpetuates health inequalities through the 
intergenerational transmission of disadvantage. 
 
 
Vaccine 
Volume 35, Issue 38, Pages 5081-5224 (12 September 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/0264410X/35/38?sdc=1 
Original Research Article 
Challenges in immunisation service delivery for refugees in Australia: A health system 
perspective 
Pages 5148-5155 
A. Mahimbo, H. Seale, M. Smith, A. Heywood 
Abstract 
Background 
Refugees are at risk of being under-immunised in their countries of origin, in transit and post-
resettlement in Australia. Whilst studies have focused on identifying barriers to accessibility of 
health services among refugees, few focus on providers’ perspectives on immunisation service 
delivery to this group. Health service providers are well placed to provide insights into the 
pragmatic challenges associated with refugee health service delivery, which can be useful in 
identifying strategies aimed at improving immunisation coverage among this group. 
Methods 
A qualitative study involving 30 semi-structured interviews was undertaken with key stakeholders 
in immunisation service delivery across all States and Territories in Australia between December 
2014 and December 2015. Thematic analysis was undertaken. 
Results 
Variability in accessing program funding and vaccines, lack of a national policy for catch-up 
vaccination, unclear roles and responsibilities for catch-up, a lack of a central immunisation 
register and insufficient training among general practitioners were seen as the main challenges 
impacting on immunisation service delivery for refugees. 
Conclusions 
This study provides insight into the challenges that impact on effective immunisation service 
delivery for refugees. Deliberate strategies such as national funding for relevant vaccines, 
improved data collection nationally and increased guidance for general practitioners on catch-up 
immunisation for refugees would help to ensure equitable access across all age groups. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO  
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/0264410X/35/38?sdc=1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X17310678
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X17310678
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Polio this week as of 6 September 2017 [GPEI] 
:: Summary of newly-reported viruses this week: Pakistan: one new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) 
case from Karachi (pre-notified last week) and four environmental WPV1-positive samples.  
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 9 September 2017] 
Yemen –  
Weekly epidemiology bulletin, 28 August–3 September 2017 
Highlights 
Country and Governorate level (cumulative) 
- The cumulative total from 27 April 2017 to 3 September 2017 is 612,009 suspected cases and 
2,047 associated deaths (CFR 0.33). 25,883 suspected cases and 11 associated deaths were 
reported in W35. 
- The national attack rate is 215 per 10,000. The five governorates with the highest cumulative 
attack rates per 10,000 remain Amran (540), Al Mahwit (504), Al Dhale’e (482), Abyan (388) and 
Hajjah (288). 
- Children under 5 years old represent 24% of total suspected cases. 
- In total, 11,414 rapid diagnostic tests (RDT) have been performed which represents 18.7% 
coverage. The coverage for culture is 16.9%. 
Conclusions and actions taken 
- WHO is on full alert and is following the evolution of the outbreak each day in close collaboration 
with local health authorities. 
- Initial investigations began on 31 August. A key objective is to determine whether the numbers 
are accurate and whether the increase in suspected cases is, in fact, caused by cholera, another 
diarrhoeal disease, or another reason. 
- Three teams of international medical experts and epidemiologists are conducting investigations 
in Aden, Al-Hudaydah and Ibb governorates. 
- These teams are traveling out to the worst-affected districts in these three governorates, visiting 
local health authorities and health facilities to determine the reason for this sudden escalation in 
suspected cases. 
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified. 
Nigeria - No new announcements identified. 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified. 
The Syrian Arab Republic - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 9 September 2017] 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified.   
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar  - No new announcements identified  
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/yemen/Yemen_Cholera_Response_-_Weekly_Epidemiological_Bulletin_-_W35_2017_Aug_28-Sep_03.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
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:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is 
the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: 8 Sep 2017  Children caught up in the aftermath of violence in Syria and Iraq need immediate 
protection and assistance 
 
Iraq - No new announcements identified. 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Nigeria   
:: Nigeria – North-East Flash Update No. 2 – Cholera Outbreak, 6 September 2017 
 
Ethiopia  
:: Key Messages: Ethiopia humanitarian context , 8 September 2017 
Third consecutive poor/failed rains exacerbate drought conditions in Ethiopia: Southern and 
eastern Ethiopia continue to battle the impact of drought caused by the Indian Ocean-related 
weather systems in 2016, exacerbated by below average spring rains this year - the third 
consecutive poor/failed rains in the southern and eastern regions. The drought conditions are 
compounded by disease outbreaks, large scale loss of livelihood assets and displacement. 
 
The number of people requiring food assistance has increased by 3 million: At least 8.5 million 
people require relief food assistance in the second half of 2017, up from 5.6 million at the 
beginning of the year. In addition, 3.6 million moderately malnourished children and pregnant and 
lactating mothers will require supplementary feeding, at least 376,000 children are expected to 
become severely acutely malnourished and some 10.5 million people will not have regular access 
to safe drinking water until the end of 2017. Separately, some 4 million Public Works clients of the 
Productive Safety Net Program (PSNP) will require sustained assistance to the end of 2017. 
Although not formally included in the Mid-Year Review of Ethiopia’s 2017 Appeal, the financial 
requirements are estimated at US$300 million. 
 
International partners scaling-up operations in support of the Government-led response: The UN 
and NGO partners have scaled-up response and further strengthened leadership and coordination 
functions in support of the Government-led response. With available, albeit quickly depleting 
resources, operational partners are pushing forward with the integrated, adaptable and scaled-up 
response in response to the rapidly changing humanitarian context and priorities. 
 
Growing needs are outpacing the level of funding: with Government and donor contributions and 
commitments in 2016 and 2017, the initial projected requirement for Ethiopia’s humanitarian 
response was well funded. But an increase in those needing assistance following the Mid-Year 
Review means that there will at least be an outstanding gap of US$417.6 million for the rest of 
the year. Additional funding is urgently needed, especially at this critical juncture where any 

https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
http://reliefweb.int/node/2209574
http://reliefweb.int/node/2209574
https://www.unocha.org/iraq
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
http://reliefweb.int/node/2204494
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
http://reliefweb.int/node/2208549
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further delay in food assistance will have a domino effect on levels of malnutrition, and associated 
health complications particularly amongst children and the internally displaced. 
 
The impact of back to back droughts underscores the need to prioritize development 
programming: The Government and its international partners are also investing in long-term 
development cooperation programs to reduce vulnerability to drought, including through 
accelerated urban development and industrial transformation. Ethiopia’s investments in basic 
services, including health, education and agriculture extension services, have helped make the 
poorest and most food insecure more resilient but much remains to be done. Increased joint 
planning between humanitarian and development systems is essential. Studies have shown that 
every dollar spent on resilience programming saves three dollars in humanitarian assistance. 
 
:: 4 Sep 2017  Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 35 | 21 August – 3 September 2017 
 
DRC - No new announcements identified  
Somalia  - No new announcements identified 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or 
global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. 
Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
8 September 2017  
GA/11938 
General Assembly Adopts Texts Including on Human Organ Trafficking Prevention, 
Indigenous Peoples Enhanced Participation in United Nations 
   The General Assembly, adopting six consensus resolutions today on issues ranging from 
preventing the trafficking of human organs to enhancing the participation of indigenous peoples in 
the United Nations work, also took up its own revitalization, committing to enhancing its role, 
authority, effectiveness and efficiency. 
 
8 September 2017  
SG/SM/18668-HQ/719 
Secretary-General Recalls Defiant Commitment of United Nations Teams Facing Grave 
Danger, in Remarks at Staff Day Opening Ceremony 
 
4 September 2017  
SC/12978 
Security Council Condemns Underground Nuclear Test by Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, with Members Calling for Tougher Sanctions 
   Strongly condemning the recent underground nuclear test conducted by the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, the Security Council, during an emergency meeting today, discussed 
options that would promptly de-escalate tensions on the Korean Peninsula. 

http://reliefweb.int/node/2200974
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11938.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11938.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18668.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18668.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12978.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12978.doc.htm
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3 September 2017  
SG/SM/18663-DC/3733 
Secretary-General Condemns Underground Nuclear Test by Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 9 September 
2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Yemen: An “entirely man-made catastrophe” – UN human rights report urges international 
investigation 
 
Battle to regain Raqqa must not be about defeating ISIL at all costs – Zeid 
 
UN experts urge China to release lawyer Jiang Tianyong currently on trial for subversion 
 
Children’s rights: UN committee to review Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, 
Ecuador, Republic of Moldova, Tajikistan, Cyprus, Guinea and Vanuatu 
 
UN expert embarks on Malaysia mission to assess cultural rights 
 
Enforced disappearances: UN expert group to review 350 cases from 43 countries 
 
UN torture prevention body to make first visit to Mongolia 
 
Venezuela: Human rights violations indicate ‘policy to repress’ - UN report 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
8 September 2017 
Children’s rights: UN committee to review Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Republic of Moldova, Tajikistan, Cyprus, Guinea and Vanuatu 
 
7 September 2017 
Committee on the Rights of the Child holds seventy-sixth session in Geneva from 11 
to 29 September 2017 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 9 September 2017] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18663.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18663.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22025&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22025&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22015&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22028&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22037&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22037&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22040&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22038&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22033&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22007&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22037&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22037&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22034&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22034&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
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Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
8 September 2017 
Key Messages: Ethiopia humanitarian context , 8 September 2017 
 
7 September 2017 
UN’s Global Emergency Response Fund releases $7 million for people fleeing violence in Myanmar 
Humanitarian partners appeal for $106 million to respond to the deteriorating drought situation in 
Kenya 
 
United Nations Deploying Aid and Personnel to Irma-affected Caribbean territories 
 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark 
Lowcock: Statement on Hurricane Irma, 7 September 2017 
 
5 September 2017 
Chad: linking humanitarian and development action to address multiple crises, September 2017 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
Selected News Releases 
Growing concern for nearly 1.4 million internally displaced people living in cholera 
‘hotspots’ as outbreak spreads in northeast Nigeria 
   MAIDUGURI/DAKAR/NEW YORK 7 September 2017 – There is growing concern for the health 
and wellbeing of 1.4 million displaced people, including 350,000 children under the age of five, 
living in cholera ‘hotspots’ in northeast Nigeria, UNICEF warned today.  
 
More than 10 million children live in Caribbean countries threatened by Hurricane 
Irma 
   PANAMA CITY/NEW YORK, 7 September 2017 – More than 10.5 million children live in the 
countries that are likely to be exposed to the damage from Hurricane Irma, UNICEF warned 
today. Based on the storm's current trajectory, children in the islands of the Eastern Caribbean, 
Dominican Republic, Haiti and Cuba are at risk, including over 3 million under 5 years old. UNICEF 
is concerned that hundreds of thousands of children could suffer the worst effects of the storm, 
with those living in coastal zones at highest risk.  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/2208549
https://reliefweb.int/node/2207719
https://reliefweb.int/node/2206939
https://reliefweb.int/node/2206939
https://reliefweb.int/node/2206819
https://reliefweb.int/node/2209654
https://reliefweb.int/node/2209654
https://reliefweb.int/node/2205059
https://www.unicef.org/media/
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100793.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100793.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100791.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100791.html
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Sierra Leone to begin cholera vaccination drive in disaster-affected areas 
   FREETOWN, 5 September 2017 - Half a million people in Sierra Leone will be able to access the 
life-saving cholera vaccine within weeks, the country’s Ministry of Health and Sanitation 
announced.  
 
Nearly zero progress in reducing the global out-of-school rate over the past decade - 
UNICEF 
   NEW YORK, 6 September 2017 – With 11.5 per cent of school-age children – or 123 million – 
missing out on learning today, compared to 12.8 per cent – or 135 million – in 2007, the 
percentage of 6-15 year olds who are out of school has barely decreased in the last decade, 
UNICEF said today.  
 
Statement by Anthony Lake, UNICEF Executive Director, on children affected by the 
violence in Rakhine, Myanmar 
   NEW YORK, 5 September 2017 – “More than 125,000 Rohingya refugees have fled across the 
border from Rakhine State, Myanmar, into Bangladesh since 25 August, as many as 80 per cent of 
them are women and children. Many more children in need of support and protection remain in 
the areas of northern Rakhine State that have been wracked by violence.  
 
16 million children affected by massive flooding in South Asia, with millions more at 
risk 
   KATHMANDU/NEW YORK, 2 September 2017 – Weeks of torrential monsoon rains and 
catastrophic flooding in three countries of South Asia – Nepal, India, and Bangladesh – have 
devastated the lives of millions of children and families. UNICEF estimates that almost 16 million 
children and their families are in urgent need of life-saving support.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
News comment from UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, on the judgment of the Court of 
Justice of the EU on the relocation scheme* 6 Sep 2017 
 
Briefing Notes  
Bangladesh: Refugee camp capacity exhausted; thousands in makeshift shelters 8 Sep 
2017 
 
UNHCR urges action to ease conditions on Greek islands 8 Sep 2017 
 
UNHCR witnesses massive destruction and human suffering in Kasaï 8 Sep 2017 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
270,000 Flee Myanmar in Two Weeks: UN Migration Agency in Bangladesh Scales Up 
Emergency Response 
2017-09-08 17:14 
   Bangladesh - IOM, the UN Migration Agency, today (8/9) confirmed that 270,000 people have 
fled violence in Myanmar to seek safety in Bangladesh since 25 August. 
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IOM Viet Nam and Sweden Partner to Enhance Corporate Responsibility in Eliminating 
Slavery and Trafficking in Asia 
2017-09-08 17:10 
   Viet Nam – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, this week signed a partnership agreement with 
Sweden for a five-year initiative that will seek partnership with the private sector and regional 
actors in their efforts to better protect the human and labour rights of migrant workers... 
 
UN Migration Agency Launches New Missing Migrants Website 
2017-09-07 11:49 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency has launched its new Missing Migrants Project website: 
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/. The Missing Migrants Project tracks migrants, including refugees 
and asylum-seekers, who have died or... 
 
UN Migration Agency, Polaris to Launch Global Data Repository on Human Trafficking 
2017-09-06 11:31 
   Vienna – Counter-trafficking specialists have announced the pre-launch of the Counter-
Trafficking Data Collaborative  at the 5th Global Compact for Migration consultations in Vienna. 
 
Global Compact for Migration "Our Rendezvous with History," says UN Migration 
Director General at Vienna Discussions 
2017-09-05 23:42 
   “This is our rendezvous with history,” said IOM, UN Migration Agency’s Director General William 
Lacy Swing during an address to UN Member States today (05/09). 
 
IOM, Partners Seek USD 18 Million for Immediate Relief as Over 123,000 Rohingya 
Enter Bangladesh in Last 11 Days  
2017-09-05 16:03 
   Dhaka – IOM, the UN Migration Agency in Bangladesh today said that humanitarian assistance 
in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh must be urgently scaled up. 
 
UN Migration Agency Reinforces Commitment to Displaced People through Enhanced 
Framework on Internal Displacement 
2017-09-05 16:02 
   Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency has launched an enhanced framework for addressing 
internal displacement, a challenge which has risen to unprecedented levels.  
 
 
UNAIDS [to 9 September 2017]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 9 September 2017] 
Seventieth session of WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia  
6 September 2017 -- Dr Tedros outlined the priorities of WHO and several fast track initiatives 
during the transition period. 
 
Highlights  
Hurricane Irma: WHO taking measures to provide support  
   September 2017 – WHO country offices in the Caribbean are taking preventive measures to 
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provide the necessary support to the authorities, and a team of infrastructure, engineering, and 
administrative specialists has been prepared to support the immediate assessment and response 
to the impact of countries located on the path of hurricane Irma.  
 
A child’s search to treat kidney disease in Yemen 
   September 2017 – Accessing dialysis has always been tricky in Yemen, the poorest country in 
the Middle East. And now conflict has created additional challenges, with health facilities facing a 
shortage of supplies, and travel complicated by checkpoints and insecurity. In the midst of an 
economic crisis, it is exceptionally difficult for all patients to access the treatment they need.  
 
Transforming primary care services in Kazakhstan 
   September 2017 – Kazakhstan is on track to achieve the global target of a 25% reduction in 
premature mortality from noncommunicable diseases by 2025. The main causes of years of life 
lost due to premature death in 2013 in Kazakhstan were ischaemic heart disease, cerebrovascular 
disease and self-harm.  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
:: Osun State distributes over two million Long Lasting Insecticide Treated Nets for malaria 
control. 08 September 2017  
:: South Sudan launches the Expanded Special Project for Elimination of Neglected Tropical 
Diseases (ESPEN)  
:: WHO Intensifies Efforts to Contain Cholera Outbreak in Borno State  08 September 2017  
:: WHO deploys Polio personnel to forestall disease outbreaks in Benue state communities 
affected by floods.  07 September 2017  
:: WHO and the Carter Center supports the cash reward programme for reporting of Guinea Worm 
Disease in Tonj State, South Sudan 07 September 2017  
:: South Sudan’s malaria toll highlights disease burden in war-torn nation  06 September 2017  
:: Looking out for Acute Watery Diarrhoea in Somali region: A day in the life of a World Health 
Organization (WHO) surveillance officer in Ethiopia’s Somali region  05 September 2017  
:: Sierra Leone to begin cholera vaccination drive in disaster-affected areas  05 September 2017  
:: African Health Ministers pledge firm actions against yellow fever  04 September 2017  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Measles and Rubella Initiative Champion Award presented to PAHO (09/07/2017) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Prepare well to rapidly detect, respond to vector-borne diseases: WHO  
:: Ministry of Health Maldives gets WHO Excellence in Public Health Award  
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Breakthrough for men’s health: WHO and experts kick off development of strategy and report 
08-09-2017  
   For the first time, WHO is undertaking a strategy entirely focused on the health and well-being 
of men and boys. A group of experts from a range of fields and disciplines related to men’s health 
came together on 5 September 2017 at UN City in Copenhagen, Denmark, to launch the 
development of the strategy for the WHO European Region. 
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:: European leaders set new roadmap to achieve 2030 Agenda and improve 900 million people’s 
health and well-being 07-09-2017  
   Health leaders gather at the annual meeting of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe. In 
Budapest, Hungary on 11–14 September 2017 they will take decisions on health priorities that will 
have an impact on the health and well-being of about 900 million people in the WHO European 
Region, including in the European Union, central and eastern Europe, the Caucasus and central 
Asia. 
 
:: Towards tobacco-free generations: emerging threats for children in the Region 06-09-2017  
   Several Member States in the WHO European Region are moving towards becoming “tobacco-
free”, which means having a smoking prevalence of 5% or less. To achieve this, countries must 
address a number of tobacco-related issues that specifically impact children, and work to protect 
children from the harmful effects of tobacco. 
 
::L Ukraine: 20% reduction in smokers since 2010 04-09-2017  
   The results of the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS) recently released in Ukraine reveal a 
20% reduction in the number of smokers over the past 7 years. Following WHO 
recommendations, Ukraine has strengthened its anti-tobacco legislation resulting in this reduction 
in the proportion of the population who smoke. 
 
:: The Ashgabat Statement: Europe commits to staying malaria free 04-09-2017  
   The WHO European Region is marking an important step on the road from malaria control to 
malaria elimination, and then on to maintaining malaria-free status, with the launch of The 
Ashgabat Statement: Preventing the re-establishment of malaria transmission in the WHO 
European Region. The Statement is being formally presented on 4 September in Moscow, Russian 
Federation. 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Effective preparedness for hajj 2017 (1438 H) pays off: no major public health events reported  
   3 September 2017, Makkah – The World Health Organization (WHO) today concluded a 
successful mission to Saudi Arabia to support the Ministry of Health in ensuring a safe hajj season. 
No disease outbreak or public health event of concern was reported among the nearly 2.4 million 
pilgrims visiting the holy sites during this year’s hajj, in spite of an increased number of pilgrims 
performing hajj this year. 
   WHO's mission to Saudi Arabia was conducted as part of a range of activities undertaken by the 
Organization to support countries in ensuring effective implementation of the core public health 
capacities required under the International Health Regulations (IHR 2005) to prevent, detect and 
rapidly respond to any public health threat before it becomes an event of international concern. 
These activities are also outlined in the Regional Director's roadmap which details a set of 
strategic actions to guide WHO’s work with Member States for the next five year… 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
- No new announcements identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 9 September 2017] 
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http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
September 8, 2017 
Now is the time to help Irma-affected people get back on their feet, UNDP 
   The most powerful hurricane ever recorded over the Atlantic Ocean has battered several 
Caribbean islands, leaving Barbuda and St. Martins near “uninhabitable”, according to national 
authorities.… 
 
Global treaty to halt invasive aquatic species enters into force 
   A key international measure for environmental protection that aims to stop the spread of 
potentially invasive aquatic species in ships’ ballast water enters into force today, 8 September 
2017.  
September 8, 2017 
 
Journey of young Africans into violent extremism marked by poverty and deprivation 
   Deprivation and marginalization, underpinned by weak governance, are primary forces driving 
young Africans into violent extremism, according to a comprehensive new study by UNDP – the 
first study of…  
September 7, 2017 
 
Major Players Join Forces to Place Sustainability at the Heart of Global Commodity 
Supply Chains  
   In an effort to enable sustainable agriculture and reduce deforestation, some of the world’s 
largest conservation, development and finance organizations, as well as government 
representatives from…  
September 6, 2017 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 9 September 2017] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
7 Sep 2017  
The UN follows up on the Ocean Conference Voluntary Commitments for the 
implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14 
   - In June 2017, at The Ocean Conference, 193 Member States of the United Nations committed 
to a set of ambitious measures that will begin the reversal of the decline of the ocean’s health. 
The Conference outcome document - Our Ocean, Our Future: Call for Action - together with close 
to 1,400 voluntary commitments for concrete action made by governments, the United Nations 
system, civil society organizations, academia, the scientific community, and the private sector, 
marked a global breakthrough in the management and conservation of the ocean, and for 
advancing implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14 (SDG 14)… 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
September 5, 2017 
A New Guide to Help Universities Accelerate Action on the SDGs 
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   A new guide from the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) Australia/Pacific 
highlights the important role universities in Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific have in 
implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and provides practical guidance on how 
they can accelerate their contributions. Getting started with the SDGs in universities: A guide for 
universities, higher education institutions, and […] 

 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Sixth meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The sixth meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 11 to 14 November 2017 in Manama, Kingdom of 
Bahrain. The meeting will be hosted by The Bahrain Center for Strategic, International and Energy 
Studies (DERASAT).  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/ 
September 8, 2017 
Maldives latest country to join Clean Seas Campaign 
Press Release  
:: Maldives today joined UN Environment's global campaign to eliminate marine litter. 
:: The UN Environment CleanSeas campaign calls on government to pass policies to reduce 
plastics, industries to minimize plastic packaging and consumers to reduce plastic use. 
:: Asia Pacific accounts for 60-70 per cent of ocean plastic pollution. 
 
Governments commit to promote a more resource efficient and pollution free Asia-
Pacific  
Press Release  
September 8, 2017 
:: Environment ministers and high-level officials from over 30 countries in Asia-Pacific have 
committed to move towards a clean and green Asia-Pacific. 
:: The Summit culminated in a call for collaborative action to ensure that environment and 
development is approached in an integrated way. 
:: Participants at the Summit also highlighted the urgency of addressing environmental health 
risks associated with pollution, promoting resource efficiency measures and practices, and... 
 
Pollution Crime in the Spotlight: Crime Fighters Recognized for Tackling Illegal Trade 
in chemicals and hazardous waste 
Press Release  
| September 8, 2017 
:: Enforcement officers and organizations tackling fast-growing illegal trade in chemicals and 
harmful waste in Asia Pacific were at the centerstage of an award ceremony recognizing their 
efforts to curb pollution crimes. 
:: Enforcement officers and organizations from China, Korea, Mongolia, Myanmar, Philippines and 
Sri Lanka were recipients of the Asia Environmental Enforcement Award. 
:: Environmental crimes comes at a hefty cost – estimated at some US$91-258 billion. It is... 
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UN Environment Appoints Sustainable Finance Guru Dr. Ma Jun as Special Advisor 
Press Release  
 | September 8, 2017 
:: Chief economist of the Research Bureau at the People’s Bank of China (PBOC), Dr. Ma Jun, has 
been appointed as UN Environment’s Special Advisor on Sustainable Finance. 
:: Dr. Ma will bring his experience and innovative thinking to UN Environment’s work on 
sustainable finance. 
:: His part-time mandate as special advisor to UN Environment will be to explore and help 
implement new ways to deliver the trillions of dollars needed each year to make sustainable 
development a... 
 
UN environment summit opens with focus on sustainable use of natural resources and 
a pollution free planet  
Press Release  September 7, 2017 
:: The first Asia-Pacific Ministerial Summit on the Environment opened in Bangkok this week. 
:: High-level officials from over 35 countries are gathered at the four-day Summit held jointly by 
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and UN 
Environment. 
:: The Summit theme is ‘Towards a resource efficient and pollution free Asia-Pacific region. 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
8 Sep 2017 
UN: Huge Volume of Extreme Weather Events Pose Major Threat to Peace and 
Security of Vulnerable Communities 
   The head of UNISDR, Mr. Robert Glasser, today issued a strongly worded statement in response 
to the unprecedented volume of extreme weather events unfolding around the world this week. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
05 September 2017 
Literacy in a digital world at heart of International Literacy Day, 8 September 2017 
 
05.09.17 
Andrés Roemer to be designated UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for Societal Change 
and the Free Flow of Knowledge  
 
04.09.17 
UNESCO names laureates from Thailand and Peru for its 2017 Prize for Girls and 
Women’s Education 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
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05/09/2017 –  
We have a generational opportunity to help everyone live in dignity, says UNODC 
Chief 
   Vienna, 5 September 2017 - "Let us all work to end the cruelty of smuggling of migrants and 
human trafficking," the Director-General of UNOV, Yury Fedotov, told participants at a UN General 
Assembly event yesterday… 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted September 5, 2017 
Urban researchers, practitioners and policy-makers interested 2018 Cities IPCC 
conference can join upcoming webinar 
   UN-Habitat will host a webinar to inform about the 2018 Cities and Climate Change Science 
Conference, March 5-7, in Edmonton, Canada. The webinar will provide participants with 
opportunities to learn more and ask questions about the conference... 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
XXI World Congress on Safety and Health 
ILO calls to tackle increasing work-related fatal injuries and diseases   
07 September 2017  
  Work-related fatal injuries and diseases have increased from 2.3 million to 2.78 million per year 
according to new data issued at the World Congress on Safety and Health held in Singapore. ILO 
launched a call for concerted global action to address new and emerging occupational safety and 
health challenges. 
 
World Congress on Safety and Health in Singapore 
ILO head calls for global coalition on safety and health at work   
04 September 2017  
   2.78 million workers continue to die each year from work-related injuries and illnesses - 2.4 
million of these deaths can be attributed to work-related diseases alone. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
8/9/17 
ICAO Netherlands mission places clear focus on aviation development and the Next 
Generation of Aviation Professionals 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
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WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
Publish Date: 5 September 2017  
Hurricane Irma causes devastation, breaks records  
   Hurricane Irma has caused devastation in low-lying Caribbean islands as it advances towards 
southern Florida. As of 0800 EDT (1200 UTC) Friday September 8, Irma was classed as a very 
dangerous category 4 hurricane on the Saffir-Simpson wind scale, having weakened from a top-
scale category 5 hurricane.  
 
Publish Date: 6 September 2017  
Leading Drought Experts Launch HelpDesk for Drought-impacted Populations  
   Water insecurity costs the global economy roughly US$ 500 billion annually and causes the 
death and displacement of more people than cyclones, floods and earthquakes combined. In 
particularly vulnerable economies, a 50% reduction in drought effects could lead to a 20% 
increase in per capita GDP over a period of 30 years. Therefore, mechanisms to enhance 
integrated drought management are more critical than ever.  
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
UNIDO and Bangladesh to strengthen partnership for inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development 
   DHAKA, 7 September 2017 – LI Yong, Director General of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO), met with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to strengthen 
collaboration through inclusive and sustainable... 
 
Exploring the future of global value chains 
   VIENNA, 6 September 2017 – How can we make the most out of the digital age for developing 
more inclusive and sustainable global value chains (GVCs)? This will be one of the key questions 
addressed at a conference to be... 
 
UNIDO and Thailand to further strengthen cooperation 
    BANGKOK, 5 September 2017 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) and the Royal Thai Government have agreed to strengthen their partnership towards 
implementing the country’s Industry 4.0... 
 
The Republic of Korea supports renewable energy mini-grid solutions in the Pacific 
region 
   VIENNA, 05 September 2017 – The Korea Energy Agency (KEA) has agreed to support the 
newly established Pacific Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (PCREEE) in the 
development of a regional renewable energy... 
 
Director General Li pledges UNIDO support to promote the New Industrial Revolution 
in BRICS 
   XIAMEN, 3 September 2017 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
Director General LI Yong reaffirmed support to the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa) to enable their...  
 
 

http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f%5b0%5d=type%3Anews
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http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-and-bangladesh.html
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http://www.unido.org/news/press/exploring-the-future.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-and-thailand-t.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/the-republic-of-kore.html
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International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 9 September 2017] 
6 September 2017  
ISO/IEC 17025 moves to final stage of revision  
  Calibration as well as testing and analysing a sample is the daily practice of more than 60,000 
laboratories worldwide, but how can they reassure customers about the reliability of their results?  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
7 September 2017 
International tourism - strongest half-year results since 2010 
   UNWTO World Tourism Barometer Destinations worldwide welcomed 598 million international 
tourists in the first six months of 2017, some 36 million more than in the same period of 2016. At 
6%, growth was well above the trend of recent years, making the current January-June period 
the strongest half-year since 2010. 
 
5 September 2017 
The relevance of measuring city tourism performance underlined by UNWTO 
   The World Tourism Organization joins forces with the World Tourism Cities Federation As 
tourism has become a powerful engine for the local economic and social development of cities, 
the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) has partnered with the World Tourism Cities Federation 
(WTCF) to develop an instrument that can measure the performance of the sector in metropolitan 
areas. Under the title ‘UNWTO-WTCF City Tourism Performance Research’ the project will include 
a set of criteria and a platform for information exchange to showcase good practices on “tourism 
performance” in several urban destinations. 
 
4 September 2017 
China to host the 22nd UNWTO General Assembly 
   Over 1000 Delegates will gather at the UNWTO General Assembly  “A unique opportunity to get 
the sector united towards the common goal of making tourism a true driver of sustainable 
development.” This is how the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Secretary-General, Taleb 
Rifai, described the forthcoming UNWTO General Assembly. The bi-annual event, which next 
takes place in Chengdu, China on 11-16 September, will discuss how to advance the contribution 
of tourism to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and define the actions of the 
Organization for the period 2018-2019.   
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
USAID [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
September 8, 2017 

https://www.iso.org/news/ref2212.html
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2017-09-07/international-tourism-strongest-half-year-results-2010
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2017-09-04/relevance-measuring-city-tourism-performance-underlined-unwto
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2017-09-04/china-host-22nd-unwto-general-assembly
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
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USAID Celebrates International Literacy Day  
September 8, 2017 
Statement by Clayton M. McCleskey, Acting Spokesperson 
   Today, USAID celebrates International Literacy Day, noting the transformative power of being 
able to read. Literacy empowers people to build a better future for themselves by unlocking 
opportunity and opening the door to education, stability, and prosperity. 
 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Call with Gaston Browne, Prime Minister, Antigua 
and Barbuda  
September 8, 2017 
Readout 
The below is attributable to Acting Spokesperson Clayton M. McCleskey: 
   USAID Administrator Mark Green called Prime Minister Gaston Browne of Antigua and Barbuda 
this afternoon to convey the condolences and support of the United States to the people of that 
island nation following the destruction wrought by Hurricane Irma. 
 
USAID Deploys Disaster Assistance Response Team to Caribbean Region  
September 7, 2017 
Statement by Clayton M. McCleskey, Acting Spokesperson 
   The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) has deployed a Disaster Assistance 
Response Team (DART) as Hurricane Irma - the strongest Atlantic hurricane on record - brings 
life-threatening rains, winds, and storm surges to the Caribbean. The DART, an elite team of 
disaster experts, currently has staff in Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Barbados, and the Bahamas, 
who will coordinate with local authorities and humanitarian organizations on the ground to bring 
vital assistance to those affected by this hurricane and its aftermath. USAID has pre-positioned 
critical commodities in high-risk countries, including Haiti, to ensure relief supplies are 
immediately available to help communities in need. 
 
 
DFID  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
UK matches public donations to Hurricane Irma British Red Cross Appeal  
9 September 2017  DFID  Press release 
 
Hurricane Irma: More than 20 tonnes of UK aid on its way to the Caribbean  
8 September 2017  DFID  Press release 
 
Update from Priti Patel on the UK's response to Hurricane Irma  
7 September 2017  DFID, FCO and MOD   Press release 
 
Hurricane Irma: statement from Priti Patel  
6 September 2017  DFID and FCO   Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
07/09/2017 
Hurricane Irma: the EU mobilises its emergency response instruments 
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  The EU is mobilising its emergency response instruments to assist countries affected or 
threatened by Hurricane Irma. High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini declared 
that: “The European Union fully supports our partners and friends in...  
 
05/09/2017 
Commissioner Stylianides calls for humanitarian access to Rakhine State 
   "Unrestricted humanitarian access, including for aid workers, is critical to reaching 350 000 
vulnerable people in Rakhine State. They must be allowed to do their job to try to prevent the 
further deterioration of an already serious humanitarian...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
September 07, 2017  
A Policy Forum on Strengthening National Human Rights in Africa Convened in the 
African Union  
 
September 06, 2017  
Strengthening Human Rights Based Approach to Development in Africa: the nexus 
between strong human rights institutions and development.  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
The 15th Meeting of The ASEAN Commission on The Promotion and Protection of The 
Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) 
   PHUKET, 6-4 SEPTEMBER - The 15th Meeting of the ASEAN Commission on The Promotion and 
Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) was held from 4th-6th September 2017 
in Phuket, Thailand. The Meeting was hosted by the Ministry of Social Development and Human 
Security of Thailand. The Meeting discussed the follow-up from the [...] 
 
Global Megatrends: Implications for ASEAN Economic Community 
   JAKARTA, 7 September 2017 - The ASEAN Secretariat in collaboration with the Singapore 
Institute of International Affairs (SIIA) released the Global Megatrends: Implications for the 
ASEAN Economic Community. The publication aims to further increase awareness of key issues 
and drivers of global megatrends, and draw out their relevance and implications for the ASEAN 
integration agenda. [...] 
 
ASEAN launches book on 50 years of economic integration 
   JAKARTA, 7 September 2017 - The ASEAN Economic Community Department at the ASEAN 
Secretariat is launching a publication entitled “A Journey towards Regional Economic Integration: 
1967 – 2017” in commemoration of ASEAN’s 50th anniversary. This publication retraces key 
milestones as ASEAN progressed over the past 50 years towards the ASEAN Economic Community 
(AEC), an integrated [...] 
 
ASEAN to work together towards one healthy community 
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   BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, 6 September 2017 - ASEAN strives to provide universal health 
coverage to all people and would address the needs and concerns of vulnerable population guided 
by a rights-based approach. These are the focuses of the side events of the 13th ASEAN Health 
Ministers’ Meeting (AHMM) and Related Meetings which currently take place [...] 
 
ASEAN to strengthen cooperation on competition law enforcement 
   MANILA, 6 September 2017 - Officials from ASEAN gathered in Manila on 30 August to discuss 
the means to strengthen cooperation on competition law enforcement. Each ASEAN Member State 
is working to implement national competition law in-line with the ASEAN Economic Community 
(AEC) commitments. Competition law is essential for creating an integrated, dynamic and 
competitive [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 9 September 2017] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
07/09/2017   
EU to launch global Alliance for Torture-Free Trade    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 7 September 2017 EU Trade Commissioner 
Cecilia Malmström today announced that the EU will launch an international Alliance for Torture-
Free Trade. The initiative – a joint effort with Argentina and Mongolia – aims to end the trade in 
goods used for capital punishment and...  
 
Partnership Framework on Migration: Joint management of migration shows positive 
results    
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 6 September 2017 The Fifth progress report on 
the Partnership Framework on Migration, presented today by the Commission and the High 
Representative, shows that measures put in place to better manage migration along the Central 
Mediterranean Route and with partners in Africa are starting...  
 
European Agenda on Migration: Good progress in managing migration flows needs to 
be sustained    
   Press release European Brussels, 6 September 2017 In four progress reports adopted today, the 
Commission is calling on all parties to sustain and further accelerate the good progress made in 
managing irregular migration flows, protecting the EU external borders and supporting the 
frontline Member States under pressure.  
 
 
OECD  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
September 8, 2017 
Countries of the Americas Agree to Move Towards Transition to Renewable Energy 
Policies in ECPA Ministerial  
 
September 7, 2017 
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FACT SHEET: The Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-
American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC)  
 
September 6, 2017 
OAS to host Round table on Prevention and Reduction of Lethal Violence in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
 
September 5, 2017 
24 countries of the Americas will gather in Chile to discuss "energy transition" at the 
Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas Ministerial 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
06/09/2017 
OIC Calls Upon the EU, UNHCHR and UNHCR to Take Decisive Action on Rohingya 
Crisis 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-
Othaimeen, urged the European Union and United Nations agencies to take action to alleviate the 
suffering of the Rohingya people of Myanmar. The Secretary General addressed separate letters 
to Ms. Federica Mogherini, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy (HR); HRH Mr Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(UNHCHR), and Mr Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), calling for 
decisive steps to end the ongoing crisis in Rakhine State.  
 
04/09/2017 
OIC Leaders Hold the First Science Summit in the Organization’s History 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) will hold its first science and technology summit 
at the level of head of state and government in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan, on 10-11 
September 2017. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Andrés Córdova, Second Secretary of 
the Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the United Nations, at the opening plenary of the Thirteenth 
Session of the Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (Ordos, China, 6 September 2017) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mrs. Maria Alejandra Vicuña, Minister of 
Urban Development and Housing of Ecuador, at the High-level meeting of the General Assembly 
to discuss the effective implementation of the New Urban Agenda and the positioning of UN-
Habitat in this regard (New York, 5 September 2017) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
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WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 9 September 2017] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
6 September 2017 
ICC to receive 2017 Stockholm Human Rights Award  
   The International Criminal Court ("ICC" or the "Court") is honoured to have been awarded the 
2017 Stockholm Human Rights Award, bestowed annually by the Swedish Bar Association, the 
International Bar Association and the International Legal Assistance Consortium in recognition of 
work advancing international justice and strengthening respect for human rights. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Triple Helix of Innovation  
   As the monsoon gathers pace, civic authorities are gearing up to deal with the spectre of 
malaria, chikungunya and an assortment of other maladies. Yet, while two-thirds of the world’s 
people are at risk...  
Date: September 8, 2017 Type: Opinion 
 
World Bank Offers Support to Respond to Hurricane Irma  
   WASHINGTON, September 7, 2017 – World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim made the 
following statement as Hurricane Irma ripped through the Eastern Caribbean and continued its 
devastating path across the...  
 
 
IMF  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
September 8, 2017 
Digital Revolutions in Public Finance: Visionaries, Plumbers & Architects 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=170907-information
https://www.advokatsamfundet.se/SHRA-engelska/About-the-Stockholm-Human-Rights-Award/
https://www.advokatsamfundet.se/SHRA-engelska/About-the-Stockholm-Human-Rights-Award/
https://www.ibanet.org/
http://www.ilacnet.org/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2017/09/08/triple-helix-of-innovation
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/09/07/world-bank-offers-support-to-respond-to-hurricane-irma
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2017/09/07/sp090817-digital-revolutions-in-public-finance-visionaries-plumbers-architects
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   The world is undergoing profound transformations powered by information and communications 
technology and increasingly by robots and artificial intelligence. These are often regarded as 
challenges for government policies and public administration…. 
 
September 6, 2017 
Asia-Pacific Region: Gearing Up for the Next Transformation 
By Christine Lagarde, IMF Managing Director 
International Conference, Seoul 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Africa50 to Announce New Strategy, New Investments, and New Members at its 
Shareholder Meeting in Dakar on September 12 
    07/09/2017 - Africa50, the pan-African infrastructure investment platform, will hold its third 
Shareholders Meeting in Dakar on Tuesday, September 12, at 11:00 a.m. at the King Fahd Hotel. 
 
African leaders validate AfDB’s Feed Africa Strategy at African Green Revolution 
Forum 
   07/09/2017 - African leaders and partners in the agriculture sector have validated the Feed 
Africa Strategy of the African Development Bank (AfDB) as a viable tool towards the 
transformation of agriculture on the continent. 
 
African Leaders set to accelerate Africa’s path to prosperity by growing economies and 
jobs through agriculture 
   05/09/2017 - Over 750 delegates and high-level dignitaries, including African Heads of States, 
Ministers, and key stakeholders in the agricultural sector, are convening this week in Côte 
d’Ivoire’s economic capital, Abidjan, for the 2017 African Green Revolution Forum (AGRF), Africa’s 
premier agriculture gathering. 
 
AfDB approves US $55-million (including US$ 7 million from GEF) loan for three Solar 
PV Projects in Egypt 
   05/09/2017 - The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank (AfDB) Group has 
approved three senior loans for a total amount of US$ 55 million to finance three solar PV Projects  
 
ALSF, UNECA, and African Union cooperate to develop a modeling mining laws 
   05/09/2017 - For more than a decade, Africa has enjoyed a mineral boom, producing more than 
10% of the world’s minerals by value, from over 30% of its global mineral reserves. And yet, 
despite the critical role played by mineral exploration and production, mining and development 
have not necessary gone hand-in-hand. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
8 September 2017 
ADB Releases Flagship Statistical Report for Asia and the Pacific 

http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2017/09/06/sp090617-asia-pacific-region-gearing-up-for-the-next-transformation
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/africa50-to-announce-new-strategy-new-investments-and-new-members-at-its-shareholder-meeting-in-dakar-on-september-12-17322/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/africa50-to-announce-new-strategy-new-investments-and-new-members-at-its-shareholder-meeting-in-dakar-on-september-12-17322/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-leaders-validate-afdbs-feed-africa-strategy-at-african-green-revolution-forum-17321/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-leaders-validate-afdbs-feed-africa-strategy-at-african-green-revolution-forum-17321/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-leaders-set-to-accelerate-africas-path-to-prosperity-by-growing-economies-and-jobs-through-agriculture-17309/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-leaders-set-to-accelerate-africas-path-to-prosperity-by-growing-economies-and-jobs-through-agriculture-17309/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/afdb-approves-us-55-million-including-us-7-million-from-gef-loan-for-three-solar-pv-projects-in-egypt-17303/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/afdb-approves-us-55-million-including-us-7-million-from-gef-loan-for-three-solar-pv-projects-in-egypt-17303/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/alsf-uneca-and-african-union-cooperate-to-develop-a-modeling-mining-laws-17302/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-releases-flagship-statistical-report-asia-and-pacific


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

   ADB has released the 2017 edition of Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific. It provides the 
latest available economic, financial, social, and environmental statistics for the 48 regional 
members of ADB. 
 
7 September 2017 
ADB Sells Record $4 Billion 5-Year Global Benchmark Bond 
   ADB returned to the US dollar bond market with the pricing of a $4 billion 5-year global 
benchmark bond issue, proceeds of which will be part of ADB’s ordinary capital resources. 
 
5 September 2017 
Better Trade Facilitation Could Reduce Trade Costs in Asia by Up to 9% Annually — 
Report 
   Improved trade facilitation can reduce trade costs by up to 9% in Asia and the Pacific, 
according to a new joint report by ADB and ESCAP launched today. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Beijing, September 05, 2017 
AIIB Supports Renewable Energy Development in Egypt 
   The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank announced up to US$210 million in debt financing to 
tap Egypt’s renewable energy potential. This solar power project will increase Egypt’s power 
generation capacity, reduce the country’s dependence on gas and fuel for electricity generation, 
and will help the country meet its commitments under the Paris Climate Agreement as it moves 
towards an environmentally sustainable energy mix.  
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017 
7 September 2017 
IFAD invests $75 million to help mitigate drought in Andhra Pradesh  
 
6 September 2017 
IFAD and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia explore an enhanced partnership  
 
5 September 2017 
New IFAD-supported project to increase employment and incomes of poor and 
vulnerable people in Ecuador  
 
5 September 2017 
Hunger crises will escalate unless we invest more in addressing root causes, say UN 
food agency chiefs on visit to drought-hit Ethiopia  
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 

https://www.adb.org/news/adb-sells-record-4-billion-5-year-global-benchmark-bond
https://www.adb.org/news/better-trade-facilitation-could-reduce-trade-costs-asia-9-annually-report
https://www.adb.org/news/better-trade-facilitation-could-reduce-trade-costs-asia-9-annually-report
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=47201915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=47091955&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=47003921&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=47003921&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=46979915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=46979915&locale=en_US
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   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily 
photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 

  
BRAC  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
7th Sep 2017     
Hurricane Irma: CARE Readies Response as Monster Storm Approaches 
   “The gigantic waves starting to pound our northern shore give us a hint of what is coming,” 
 
 6th Sep 2017     
Hurricane Irma: CARE prepares to respond to potentially devastating storm in Haiti 
   CARE’s emergency teams on the ground are preparing their response to Hurricane Irma 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
ECPAT  [to 9 September 2017]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 

http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/hurricane-irma-care-readies-response-as-monster-storm-approaches
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/hurricane-irma-care-prepares-to-respond-to-potentially-devastating-storm-in-haiti
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 9 September 2017]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Posted on September 07, 2017 3:40 PM  
Hurricane Irma: Handicap International teams prepare to aid the most vulnerable 
Haitians 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 9 September 2017]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles   
South Sudan: ICRC condemns killing of staff member 
   Juba/Geneva: The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is shocked and dismayed 
by the killing of one of its staff in South Sudan. 
09-09-2017 | News release  
 
Myanmar: ICRC scales up aid for people fleeing violence  
   The ICRC in Myanmar and Bangladesh is scaling up its efforts to minimize the suffering of 
people fleeing violence. 
08-09-2017 | News release  
 
The world’s first “Humanitarian Impact Bond” launched to transform financing of aid 
in conflict-hit countries  
   Geneva (ICRC) - The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has created the world’s 
first “Humanitarian Impact Bond” to help transform the way vital services for people with 
disabilities are financed in conflict-hit countries. 
06-09-2017 | News release  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Amnesties and IHL: Purpose and Scope 
   States party to the 1949 Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol I of 1977 have an 
obligation to take measures necessary to suppress all acts contrary to their provisions. 
05-09-2017 | Legal factsheet  
 

http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.handicap-international.us/irma_teams_prepare_to_aid_the_most_vulnerable_haitians
http://www.handicap-international.us/irma_teams_prepare_to_aid_the_most_vulnerable_haitians
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/south-sudan-icrc-condemns-killing-staff-member
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/myanmar-icrc-scales-aid-people-fleeing-violence
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/worlds-first-humanitarian-impact-bond-launched-transform-financing-aid-conflict-hit
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/worlds-first-humanitarian-impact-bond-launched-transform-financing-aid-conflict-hit
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/amnesties-and-ihl-purpose-and-scope


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

ICRC Statement to the Seventh Meeting of States Parties to the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions 
   Seventh Meeting of States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions, 4-7 September 2017, 
Geneva, Switzerland Address by Dr Helen Durham, Director of International Law and Policy, ICRC 
04-09-2017 | Statement  
 
 
IFRC   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
Americas, Antigua and Barbuda, Cuba 
Cuba latest to suffer Irma’s fury, José threatens Barbuda, IFRC launches preliminary 
international appeal 
    Hurricane Irma has lashed the north-east of Cuba with strong winds and heavy rains, and 
threatening coastal areas with massive storm surges. It is expected to make landfall in the US 
state of Florida on Sunday (10 September). 
9 September 2017 
 
Americas, Antigua and Barbuda, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, St Kitts and Nevis, Trinidad 
and Tobago 
Estimated 1.2 million battered by Irma, millions more lie in hurricane’s destructive 
path 
   The strongest Atlantic hurricane in more than a decade may have already battered an estimated 
1.2 million people and poses a serious threat to millions more. At least 10 people are believed to 
have been killed. 
7 September 2017 
 
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh, Myanmar 
Bangladesh Red Crescent and IFRC scale up aid in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh 
   Kuala Lumpur/Geneva, 7 September 2017 — Bangladesh Red Crescent Society is urgently 
scaling up efforts to provide water, food and other aid to displaced people who have recently 
crossed into Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh from Rakhine state, Myanmar. The Bang … 
 
Americas, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Panama, Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago 
Red Cross on the ground readying as Caribbean braces for Category 5 Hurricane Irma 
   The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is preparing for a 
major humanitarian response as Hurricane Irma barrels towards the Caribbean. 
5 September 2017 
 
Asia Pacific, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan 
South Asia flood crisis: Disease outbreaks, funding shortages compound suffering of 
flood survivors 
   Hundreds of thousands of flood-affected people across Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Pakistan 
are struggling to survive in the aftermath of the worst flooding to hit the region in decades. 
5 September 2017 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
September 7, 2017  

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-statement-seventh-meeting-states-parties-convention-cluster-munitions
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-statement-seventh-meeting-states-parties-convention-cluster-munitions
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/cuba-latest-suffer-irmas-fury-jose-threatens-barbuda-ifrc-launches-preliminary-international-appeal/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/cuba-latest-suffer-irmas-fury-jose-threatens-barbuda-ifrc-launches-preliminary-international-appeal/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/estimated-1-2-million-battered-irma-millions-lie-hurricanes-destructive-path/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/estimated-1-2-million-battered-irma-millions-lie-hurricanes-destructive-path/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/bangladesh-red-crescent-ifrc-scale-aid-coxs-bazar-bangladesh/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-ground-readying-caribbean-braces-category-5-hurricane-irma/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/south-asia-flood-crisis-disease-outbreaks-funding-shortages-compound-suffering-flood-survivors/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/south-asia-flood-crisis-disease-outbreaks-funding-shortages-compound-suffering-flood-survivors/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
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Statement  
IRC Responds to Ninth Circuit Ruling on Travel Ban 
 
September 5, 2017  
Urgent Congressional Action is Needed to Protect DACA Recipients with a Permanent 
Legislative Solution 
 
 
IRCT  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 9 September 2017]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 9 September 2017]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 9 September 2017]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
MSF Scales Up Aid to Rohingya Refugees in Bangladesh, Raises Concern About 
Conditions in Myanmar 
September 06, 2017 
   Kutupalong, Bangladesh—Rohingya refugees who have fled to Bangladesh are in urgent need of 
medical and humanitarian assistance, as an already dire situation along the border with Myanmar 
worsens, said the international medical humanitarian organization Doctors Without 
Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) Wednesday. 
 
Press release 
Doctors Without Borders Brings Interactive Refugee Exhibition to Boulder 
September 05, 2017 
Forced From Home Begins Western U.S. Tour on Pearl Street 
   BOULDER, SEPTEMBER 6, 2017—The international medical humanitarian organization Doctors 
Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) opened Forced From Home, a traveling, 
interactive, outdoor exhibition on the global refugee and migration crisis, this week in Boulder. 
 
Press release 
Libya Must End Arbitrary Detention of Refugees, Asylum-Seekers, and Migrants 
September 01, 2017 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-responds-ninth-circuit-ruling-travel-ban
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/urgent-congressional-action-needed-protect-daca-recipients-permanent-legislative
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/urgent-congressional-action-needed-protect-daca-recipients-permanent-legislative
http://www.irct.org/
http://www.islamic-relief.org/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/msf-scales-aid-rohingya-refugees-bangladesh-raises-concern-about-conditions-myanmar
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/msf-scales-aid-rohingya-refugees-bangladesh-raises-concern-about-conditions-myanmar
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/our-work/humanitarian-issues/refugees-and-idps
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/bangladesh
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/myanmar
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/doctors-without-borders-brings-interactive-refugee-exhibition-boulder
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/libya-must-end-arbitrary-detention-refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants
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MSF calls for an immediate end to the placement of migrants in abusive, unsanitary detention 
centers. 
 
Press release 
Nigeria: MSF Scales Up Efforts to Contain Cholera Outbreak in Maiduguri 
September 01, 2017 
   NEW YORK/MAIDUGURI, NIGERIA, SEPTEMBER 1, 2017—The international medical 
humanitarian organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is scaling up 
treatment and prevention to curb the spread of cholera in Maiduguri in Borno State, Nigeria. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Mali, September 6, 2017 
Mercy Corps: In Mali, Quest For Community Respect Drives Youth To Armed Groups  
As security worsens and hope for peace dims, new research investigates pathways to violence  
   BAMAKO, MALI – In Mali, community support for armed groups and perceived government 
exclusion fuel youth participation in violence, according to a new report from the global 
organization Mercy Corps. In March 2017, Mali experienced its greatest number of violent 
incidents in more than four years as conflict deepens and a fragile 2015 peace agreement 
struggles to take hold…. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
8 September 2017 
Hurricane Irma: Haiti and Dominican Republic facing “the day after” cleaning up and 
rebuilding 
   People in the Dominican Republic and Haiti are facing “the day after” Hurricane Irma, which 
caused widespread damage overnight. Oxfam teams will immediately asses the needs of the most 
vulnerable people in the heaviest-hit areas, mainly in the north of both countries.  
 
Oxfam responds to urgent needs of people fleeing Myanmar conflict to Bangladesh 
8 September 2017 
   Oxfam is deeply concerned about the plight of more than 160,000 civilians who have crossed 
the border into Bangladesh, and countless others caught up in the conflict in Rakhine State, 
Myanmar resulting in a large-scale humanitarian crisis. 
 
Hurricane Irma: Oxfam in Haiti focuses on likely damage to water and sanitation 
facilities 
7 September 2017 
   Many supermarket shelves in northern Haiti are now empty and many people in coastal areas 
are being evacuated inland to schools and public buildings in preparation for the worst of 

http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/nigeria-msf-scales-efforts-contain-cholera-outbreak-maiduguri
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-mali-quest-community-respect-drives-youth-armed-groups
https://www.mercycorps.org/research/we-hope-and-we-fight
https://www.mercycorps.org/
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-09-08/hurricane-irma-haiti-and-dominican-republic-facing-day-after
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-09-08/hurricane-irma-haiti-and-dominican-republic-facing-day-after
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-09-08/oxfam-responds-urgent-needs-people-fleeing-myanmar-conflict
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-09-07/hurricane-irma-oxfam-haiti-focuses-likely-damage-water-and
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-09-07/hurricane-irma-oxfam-haiti-focuses-likely-damage-water-and
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Hurricane Irma today and tomorrow. Oxfam’s Tania Escamilla is in Cap Haitien with a 27-person 
team that is assisting the evacuation.  
 
Top food companies lack policies to protect environmental activists 
7 September 2017 
   Industry giants have committed to deforestation-free supply chains, but not doing enough to  
 
Oxfam ready to respond to Hurricane Irma and watching closely tropical storm Jose 
6 September 2017 
   Oxfam country teams and partner organizations in the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Cuba are 
now preparing to respond to probable damage from the impact of Hurricane Irma, to help people 
who are likely to be hardest-hit there. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 08. Sep 2017 
Nearly 600,000 civilians cut off from their pensions in Ukraine 
   As many as 600,000 Ukrainian citizens have lost or had their pensions suspended since 
December 2014. Most of them are elderly residents of non-government controlled areas in eastern 
Ukraine.  
 
Millions of children miss school because of war and drought in East Africa 
Published 07. Sep 2017  
   While students around the world go back to school, millions of children who fled conflict and 
drought in East Africa have no classes to attend 
 
"Imperative that aid agencies can freely access Rakhine State" 
Published 06. Sep 2017  
   Statement from the NRC Secretary General Jan Egeland on Myanmar  
 
Almost 800,000 children severely malnourished in the Lake Chad Region 
Published 05. Sep 2017  
  
   Close to 800,000 children under the age of five are severely malnourished in Nigeria, Niger, 
Cameroon and Chad. “Lack of sufficient humanitarian funding is putting young children’s lives at 
risk,” warned the Secretary General of the Norwegian Refugee Council Jan Egeland.  
 
 
Pact  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Sep 08, 2017  
Massive Earthquake Spares PIH Sites in Mexico  
   Late Thursday night, an 8.1 earthquake struck off the coast of Chiapas, Mexico, where PIH 
supports 10 rural clinics.  
 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-09-07/top-food-companies-lack-policies-protect-environmental-activists
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-09-06/oxfam-ready-respond-hurricane-irma-watching-tropical-storm-jose
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2017/september/nearly-600000-civilians-cut-off-from-their-pensions-in-ukraine/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2017/millions-of-children-miss-school-due-to-war-and-drought-in-east-africa/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2017/september/imperative-that-aid-agencies-can-freely-access-rakhine-state/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2017/september/almost-800000-children-severely-malnourished-in-the-lake-chad-region/
http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/massive-earthquake-spares-pih-sites-mexico
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Sep 07, 2017  
Hurricane Irma  
   A collection of the most current news and information about PIH's response in Haiti to Hurricane 
Irma.  
 
Sep 07, 2017  
PIH Preps for Worst as Irma Soaks Haiti  
   As Hurricane Irma churns through the Caribbean, Partners In Health staff in Haiti watch the 
skies preparing for the worst, while hoping for the best.  
 
Sep 06, 2017  
PIH Braces for Hurricane Irma  
   Staff in Haiti are preparing clinics and hospitals for Hurricane Irma, a Category 5 storm 
expected to bring winds of up to 180 miles per hour and torrential rains as early as Thursday 
morning.  
 
 
PATH  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Press release | September 08, 2017 
PATH and Walter Reed Army Institute of Research announce largest-ever controlled 
malaria infection study 
   Study in adult US volunteers to investigate which changes in the RTS,S malaria vaccine 
candidate regimen increase protection the most 
 
Press release | September 06, 2017 
PATH boosts leadership in developing and introducing urgently needed vaccines 
PATH’s Center for Vaccine Innovation and Access attracts top global talent and additional $120 
million investment from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
 
 
Plan International  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/a
pps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
Selected Press Releases 
Save the Children Prioritizes Recovery of Child Care Centers, Schools in Texas in Wake 
of Hurricane Harvey  
September 8, 2017 
 
Save the Children Preparing to Help Families Impacted by Hurricane Irma in the U.S. 
and Caribbean  
September 7, 2017 
 
Refugee Children’s Report Card: U.S. Doing Well at Helping Child Refugees but Needs 
Improvement  
September 6, 2017 

https://www.pih.org/emergency-response/hurricane-irma
https://www.pih.org/article/pih-preps-worst-irma-soaks-haiti
https://www.pih.org/article/pih-braces-hurricane-irma
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/838/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/838/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/840/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15004131
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15004131
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15004081
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15004081
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15004115
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15004115
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South Asia Floods: At Least 5.9 Million Acres of Cropland Destroyed as Floodwaters 
Begin to Recede  
September 6, 2017 
 
48 CEO's Sign Letter Urging Secretary of State Tillerson to Swiftly Appoint Key 
Leadership Positions that Focus on Empowering Woman and Girls  
September 5, 2017 
 
Save the Children Expands Hurricane Harvey Response into Louisiana  
September 3, 2017 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.tostan.org 
Sep 7, 2017  
Q&A with Tostan’s new CEO, Elena Bonometti 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 9 September 2017]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
September 5, 2017 | Washington, D.C. 
The “Big Ideas for Women and Girls Coalition" Calls for Secretary of State to Prioritize 
Women and Girls 
… As private sector leaders and supporters of inclusive economic growth, we are grateful for your 
efforts to promote global prosperity. We also appreciate your leadership as CEO of ExxonMobil 
focusing on the economic empowerment of women and girls globally. 
   We write you today to affirm the importance of making the empowerment of women and girls 
around the world a central tenet of U.S. foreign policy and development assistance. During this 
time as the Department of State considers ways to maximize efficiency and effectiveness in U.S. 
investments, we encourage you to continue a global focus on empowering women and girls. This 
will not only expand economic opportunities and develop critical job skills for women and girls, it 
will also help to build markets for U.S. goods and services. In short, investments in women and 
girls bring high returns for economic growth, societal well-being, and global stability… 
 
 
World Vision  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://wvi.org/newsroom 
Friday, September 8th 2017  
Children’s lives at stake in Myanmar, says World Vision 
   WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL, Friday, September 7 – Two weeks after violence broke out in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine State, humanitarian agency World Vision says it cannot access the thousands 
of children and families caught up in the violence. 
 
::::: 
 

http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15004005
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15004005
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003979
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003979
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003931
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
https://www.tostan.org/qa-tostans-new-ceo-elena-bonometti/
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
http://www.womenforwomen.org/leading-organizations-call-us-secretary-state-prioritize-women-and-girls
http://www.womenforwomen.org/leading-organizations-call-us-secretary-state-prioritize-women-and-girls
http://wvi.org/newsroom
http://wvi.org/pressrelease/children%E2%80%99s-lives-stake-myanmar-says-world-vision
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Freedom House [to 9 September 2017] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
Kenya: Supreme Court Shows Its Independence in Election Ruling 
September 1, 2017 
   Kenya's high court moved to nullify the results of the August 8 presidential election and has 
ordered that a new vote be held.  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.childfund.org/list/?type=press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Sep 4, 2017  
Agro-ecology to strengthen resilience 
   To meet the food and nutritional needs of a growing population within our planetary 
boundaries, we need a shift in food production towards a highly adaptive, low carbon, resource-
preserving type of agriculture and in-country value addition that benefits also the poorest farmers 
through higher incomes and improved access to safe, diverse and nutritious food. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
08/09/2017  
Hurricane Irma  
   The DEC is monitoring the path of Hurricane Irma and the devastating destruction it is causing. 
Our criteria for launching an appeal can be found here. 
 
08/09/2017  
Crisis briefing – Delivering aid against the odds in Yemen  
   The largest food crisis in the world could soon get a lot worse as the risk of heightened conflict 
close to the strategic port of Al Hudaydah threatens to affect food imports even further, 
potentially pushing the country in to famine. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 

https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/kenya-supreme-court-shows-its-independence-election-ruling
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
https://www.childfund.org/list/?type=press
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2017/09/04/agro-ecology-to-strengthen-resilience/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
https://www.dec.org.uk/press-release/hurricane-irma
https://www.dec.org.uk/article/when-we-launch-an-appeal
https://www.dec.org.uk/press-release/crisis-briefing-%E2%80%93-delivering-aid-against-the-odds-in-yemen
http://theelders.org/news-media
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News 4 September 2017  
Cooperation across borders: the key to our common sustainable future 
   Reflecting on the legacy of German post-war leader Willy Brandt, Gro Harlem Brundtland rejects 
recent isolationist trends and celebrates collective efforts towards achieving a peaceful, just and 
sustainable world. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 9 September 2017] 
www.evidenceaid.org 
August 15, 2017  
Training: An introduction to systematic reviews in the humanitarian sector (London, 
UK) 
Date: 7 November 2017 
Location: Central London, UK 
 
 
Gavi [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
05 September 2017 
Sierra Leone to begin cholera vaccination drive in disaster-affected areas 
   More than 1 million doses of Gavi-funded cholera vaccines heading to Sierra Leone after severe 
flooding and landslides. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 9 September 2017] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA -International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 9 September 2017] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Webinar 
ICVA Humanitarian Learning Stream: OCHA and NGOs in Humanitarian Coordination  
September 14, 2017 - 10:30am to 12:00pm 
 
 
InterAction  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
September 2017  

http://theelders.org/article/cooperation-across-borders-key-our-common-sustainable-future
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/training-an-introduction-to-systematic-reviews-in-the-humanitarian-sector-london-uk/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/training-an-introduction-to-systematic-reviews-in-the-humanitarian-sector-london-uk/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2017/sierra-leone-to-begin-cholera-vaccination-drive-in-disaster-affected-areas/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/node/7608
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases
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Foreign Assistance Briefing Book 
Overview 
   InterAction is pleased to release its Foreign Assistance Briefing Book. The document represents 
the U.S.-based international nonprofit community’s best thinking on a range of pressing foreign 
assistance challenges. Organized by issue area, it is intended to serve as a resource on important 
international development and humanitarian issues for the next administration and the 115th 
Congress.  
   The document features 22 key areas with specific opportunities and recommendations 
highlighted. All of the information is drawn from InterAction's 180+ member organizations, a 
diverse group of both faith-based and secular organizations with decades of experience working 
on the ground internationally and with strong support from the American people. 
 
 
Start Network [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
CHS Alliance  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
05/09/2017 
CHS launches in Filipino (Tagalog) 
   The Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS) is now available in Filipino (Tagalog). The CHS 
management team would like to thank Christian Aid and the Center for Disaster Preparedness for 
preparing the translation. The CHS in Filipino (Tagalog) will be an invaluable resource for 
humanitarian and development organisations working across Asia and worldwide.  
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 9 September 2017] 

https://www.interaction.org/sites/default/files/FABB2016/FABB2016.pdf
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/chs-launches-in-filipino-tagalog
http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
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https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
9/8/17 
The Electricity Situation in Ghana: Challenges and Opportunities 
Ebenezer Nyarko Kumi  
   In the past decade, Ghana has experienced severe electricity supply challenges even though 
installed generation capacity has more than doubled over the period. The electricity supply 
challenges can be attributed to a number of factors, including a high level of losses in the 
distribution system as well as non-payment of revenue by consumers. Solving Ghana’s electricity 
challenges would require a range of measures. 
 
Can a Public-Private Partnership Improve Liberia’s Schools? 
9/7/17 
Mauricio Romero , Justin Sandefur and Wayne Aaron Sandholtz  
   After one year, public schools managed by private operators raised student learning by 60 
percent compared to standard public schools. 
 
Can Outsourcing Improve Liberia’s Schools? - Working Paper 462 
9/7/17 
Mauricio Romero , Justin Sandefur and Wayne Aaron Sandholtz  
   After one year, public schools managed by private contractors in Liberia raised student learning 
by 60 percent, compared to standard public schools. 
 
Commitment to Development Index 2017 
9/5/17 
Ian Mitchell , Anita Käppeli and Hauke Hillebrandt  
    The Commitment to Development Index ranks 27 of the world's richest countries on policies 
that affect more than five billion people living in poorer nations. Because development is about 
more than foreign aid, the Index covers seven distinct policy areas: Aid, Finance, Technology, 
Environment, Trade, Security, and Migration. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
ODI   [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Reports and Studies 
The politics of the results agenda in DFID: 1997-2017  
Research reports and studies | September 2017 | Craig Valters and Brendan Whitty 
   This paper analyses the results agenda in the UK's Department for International Development 
(DFID): how and why it emerged, and the influence of politics. 
 
Future diets in the developing world: questions, answers and gaps  
Working and discussion papers | September 2017 | Sharada Keats and Steve Wiggins 
   As low-income countries develop, people’s diets change. This paper poses some key questions 
about diets across the developing world and their implications. 
 

https://phap.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/electricity-situation-ghana-challenges-and-opportunities
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/can-public-private-partnership-improve-liberias-schools
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/justin-sandefur
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/partnership-schools-for-liberia
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/justin-sandefur
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/commitment-development-index-2017
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/ian-mitchell
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/anita-kappeli
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/hauke-hillebrandt
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/publications/10902-politics-results-agenda-dfid-1997-2017
https://www.odi.org/publications/10904-future-diets-developing-world-questions-answers-and-gaps
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Challenges for resilience policy and practice  
Working and discussion papers | September 2017 | Thomas Tanner, Aditya Bahadur and Marcus 
Moench 
  This working paper summarises some of the challenges and debates around resilience based on 
a review of recent academic literature. 
 
Beyond donorship: UK foreign policy and humanitarian action  
Working and discussion papers | September 2017 | Jim Drummond, Victoria Metcalfe-Hough, 
Barnaby Willitts-King and John Bryant  
   As the UK exits from the European Union (EU), its ability to manage multiple interests between 
trade, security & migration will be ever more scrutinised. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 9 September 2017] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 08 Sep 2017  
For 350 Millennials and Young Leaders, the Time is Now for Worldwide Social Impact  
· World Economic Forum Annual Curators Meeting for Global Shapers brings together up-and-
coming leaders from 350 cities worldwide 
· Many have initiated social impact projects, among which a tool to improve the integration of 
immigrants in five Italian cities and a science education project in India 
· The 350 Shapers will visit UN, Campus Bio-tech and the Graduate Institute Geneva  
 
News 06 Sep 2017  
World Economic Forum Impact Summit to Accelerate Partnership for Successful 
Achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals  
· The first World Economic Forum Sustainable Development Impact Summit will be held in New 
York on 18-19 September 
· Through 30+ working sessions, Summit aims to deliver immediate impact towards achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Paris Climate Change Agreement 
· Over 500 participants from more than 60 countries and 160 organizations will focus on scaling 
up successful solutions and identifying opportunities to advance progress through the application 
of Fourth Industrial Revolution technologies 
· Successful achievement of the SDGs will require historic levels of cooperation between the public 
and private sectors. Some of the initiatives are the Global Deal, Fourth Sector Development, 
Global Battery Alliance 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from 
a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, 
but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 9 September 2017] 

https://www.odi.org/publications/10903-challenges-resilience-policy-and-practice
https://www.odi.org/publications/uk-foreign-policy-and-humanitarian-action
https://www.odi.org/publications/10852-making-governance-work-water-energy-food-nexus-approaches
https://www.odi.org/publications/10852-making-governance-work-water-energy-food-nexus-approaches
http://www.urban.org/about/media
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/09/for-350-millennials-and-young-leaders-the-time-is-now-for-worldwide-social-impact
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/09/world-economic-forum-impact-summit-to-accelerate-partnership-for-successful-achievement-of-the-united-nations-sustainable-development-goals
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/09/world-economic-forum-impact-summit-to-accelerate-partnership-for-successful-achievement-of-the-united-nations-sustainable-development-goals
http://wef.ch/sdi17


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
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https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
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IKEA Foundation    [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Sep 04 2017  
Research 
New Fluorescent Dyes Could Advance Biological Imaging 
Summary 
Scientists at HHMI’s Janelia Research Campus have developed a new method for fine-tuning the 
structure of rhodamine dyes, and can now create a colorful palette of fluorescent molecules. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Sep. 8, 2017 
Dreamers increase our economic, civic and social vibrancy 
Statement by La June Montgomery Tabron, president & CEO, W.K. Kellogg Foundation  
[Closing text] 
… Dreamers come from every corner of our country and from every sector, from local and state 
government to Silicon Valley and Wall Street. We hope our leaders hear this clarion call and 
respond with policies that reflect our country’s values. 
   Deporting Dreamers goes against our country’s founding principles and it weakens our 
economy. Our children – including our immigrant children - are the soul of the United States and 
the Kellogg Foundation is committed to building an inclusive country where every child is valued 
and we stand ready to work with our leaders to protect immigrant children and protect our 
country’s values and future. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/new-fluorescent-dyes-could-advance-biological-imaging
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2017/09/dreamers-increase-our-economic-civic-and-social-vibrancy
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
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David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
September 09, 2017 
Pew Bertarelli Ocean Legacy Project Commends Chile’s Declaration of the Rapa Nui 
(Easter Island) Rahui Marine Protected Area 
Press Release 
   The Pew Bertarelli Ocean Legacy Project applauds the Chilean government’s declaration today 
of the Rapa Nui (Easter Island) Rahui Marine Protected Area (MPA) to safeguard the waters 
surrounding the iconic Pacific Ocean island, which is known—as are its inhabitants—as Rapa Nui.  
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
September 5, 2017  
New US $280 Million Partnership for Inclusive Agricultural Transformation in Africa 
Launched   
   Four prominent organizations supporting African agriculture join forces in innovative strategic 
partnership to increase incomes and improve the food security of 30 million smallholder farm … 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
September 8, 2017 Brief  
How Would Coverage, Federal Spending, and Private Premiums Change if the Federal 
Government Stopped Reimbursing Insurers for the ACA's Cost-Sharing Reductions? 
   This brief discusses how coverage, federal spending and private premiums could change if the 
federal government stopped reimbursing insurers for the ACA's cost-sharing reductions. 
 
What It Takes to Bring Healthier School Foods to 31 Million Kids 
September 7, 2017 Blog Post  
Jasmine Hall Ratliff  
   Healthy changes made to school foods in the last seven years give us hope and confidence that    
we can help schools more fully integrate health into everything they do. 
 
Statement from Richard Besser in Response to Hurricane Irma  
September 7, 2017 News Release  
   RWJF President and CEO Richard Besser releases a statement as RWJF follows the path of 
Hurricane Irma. The Foundation is reaching out to colleagues in disaster response to develop an 
approach for effective, longer-term support for recovery. 
 
Can Learning Social Skills in School Pay Off Beyond the Classroom? 
September 5, 2017 Blog Post  
Mark Greenberg  

http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases/2017/09/09/pbol-commends-chiles-declaration-of-the-rapa-nui-rahui-marine-protected-area
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases/2017/09/09/pbol-commends-chiles-declaration-of-the-rapa-nui-rahui-marine-protected-area
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/new-us-280-million-partnership-inclusive-agricultural-transformation-africa-launched/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/new-us-280-million-partnership-inclusive-agricultural-transformation-africa-launched/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2017/09/how-would-coverage-federal-spending-and-private-premiums-change.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2017/09/how-would-coverage-federal-spending-and-private-premiums-change.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/culture-of-health/2017/08/bringing-healthier-school-foods-to-31-million-kids.html
http://www.rwjf.org/content/rwjf/en/culture-of-health/2017/08/bringing-healthier-school-foods-to-31-million-kids
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2017/08/statement-from-richard-besser-in-response-to-hurricane-irma-.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/culture-of-health/2017/08/learning-social-skills-in-school.html
http://www.rwjf.org/content/rwjf/en/culture-of-health/2017/08/learning-social-skills-in-school
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    Research shows building social emotional skills in students as young as kindergartners can 
have long-term benefits, not just for the students themselves but for society as a whole. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 9 September 2017] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, 
Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key 
organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family 
Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of 
Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The 
Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for 
Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 9 September 2017] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 4 September 2017  
Wellcome joins £52 million global drive on antibiotic resistance 
Wellcome is committing up to £1 million as part of a £52 million (€56.5m) global pledge to tackle 
antibiotic resistance. 
   Latest funding for the Global Antibiotic Research and Development Partnership (opens in a new 
tab) (GARDP) was announced today by the German government. 
   Other countries and foundations pledging funds include the Netherlands, Switzerland, South 
Africa, Luxembourg and the UK government. 
   Jeremy Farrar, Wellcome's Director, said: "We must all work together to address the deadly 
threat of drug-resistant infections, which already kill 700,000 people a year. Wellcome is delighted 
to work with Germany and other partners to ensure communities around the world are better 
protected against this and other serious health threats."… 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 

http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/wellcome-joins-52-million-global-drive-antibiotic-resistance
https://www.gardp.org/
https://www.gardp.org/
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exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but 
note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or 
other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel 
warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
September 01, 2017 Volume 45, Issue 9, p939-1056, e91-e102  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
September 2017 Volume 53, Issue 3, p275-404, e79-e122  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
September 2017  107(9 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 97, Issue 3, 2017  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
Editorials  
The Fogarty International Center is Essential to Global Health Security  
Author: John Edward Porter  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0597  
 
Let’s Eliminate Diseases, Not Institutes: The Case for the Fogarty International Center  
Authors: Philip J. Rosenthal, Karen A. Goraleski, N. Regina Rabinovich and Patricia F. Walker  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0601  
 
Congressman John E. Fogarty: A Champion for Global Health  
Author: Mary Fogarty McAndrew  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0612  
 
Advocating for the Fogarty International Center: An Unsung Hero for Global Health 
Research and Development  
Author: Jamie Bay Nishi  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0611  
 
Articles 
Classification and Visualization of Physical and Chemical Properties of Falsified 
Medicines with Handheld Raman Spectroscopy and X-Ray Computed Tomography  
Authors: Tomoko Kakio, Naoko Yoshida, Susan Macha, Kazunobu Moriguchi, Takashi Hiroshima, 
Yukihiro Ikeda, Hirohito Tsuboi and Kazuko Kimura  

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0597
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=John+Edward+Porter&option1=author&noRedirect=true
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0597
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0601
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Philip+J.+Rosenthal&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Karen+A.+Goraleski&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=N.+Regina+Rabinovich&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Patricia+F.+Walker&option1=author&noRedirect=true
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0601
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0612
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Mary+Fogarty+McAndrew&option1=author&noRedirect=true
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0612
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0611
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0611
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Jamie+Bay+Nishi&option1=author&noRedirect=true
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0611
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0971
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0971
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Tomoko+Kakio&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Naoko+Yoshida&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Susan+Macha&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Kazunobu+Moriguchi&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Takashi+Hiroshima&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Yukihiro+Ikeda&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Hirohito+Tsuboi&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Kazuko+Kimura&option1=author&noRedirect=true
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https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0971  
Analytical methods for the detection of substandard and falsified medical products (SFs) are 
important for public health and patient safety. Research to understand how the physical and 
chemical properties of SFs can be most effectively applied to distinguish the SFs from authentic 
products has not yet been investigated enough. Here, we investigated the usefulness of two 
analytical methods, handheld Raman spectroscopy (handheld Raman) and X-ray computed 
tomography (X-ray CT), for detecting SFs among oral solid antihypertensive pharmaceutical 
products containing candesartan cilexetil as an active pharmaceutical ingredient (API). X-ray CT 
visualized at least two different types of falsified tablets, one containing many cracks and voids 
and the other containing aggregates with high electron density, such as from the presence of the 
heavy elements. Generic products that purported to contain equivalent amounts of API to the 
authentic products were discriminated from the authentic products by the handheld Raman and 
the different physical structure on X-ray CT. Approach to investigate both the chemical and 
physical properties with handheld Raman and X-ray CT, respectively, promise the accurate 
discrimination of the SFs, even if their visual appearance is similar with authentic products. We 
present a decision tree for investigating the authenticity of samples purporting to be authentic 
commercial tablets. Our results indicate that the combination approach of visual observation, 
handheld Raman and X-ray CT is a powerful strategy for nondestructive discrimination of suspect 
samples. 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
5 September 2017 Vol: 167, Issue 5  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 

[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 9 September 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2017; volume 2, issue 1 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 9 September 2017) 
Research article 
What do we know about the needs and challenges of health systems? A scoping 
review of the international literature  
While there is an extensive literature on Health System (HS) strengthening and on the 
performance of specific HSs, there are few exhaustive syntheses of the challenges HSs are facing 
worldwide. This paper reports the findings of a scoping review aiming to classify the challenges of 
HSs investigated in the scientific literature. Specifically, it determines the kind of research 
conducted on HS challenges, where it was performed, in which health sectors and on which 

https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0971
http://annals.org/aim/issue
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2585-5
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2585-5
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populations. It also identifies the types of challenge described the most and how they varied 
across countries. 
Federico Roncarolo, Antoine Boivin, Jean-Louis Denis, Rejean Hébert and Pascale Lehoux 
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:636  
Published on: 8 September 2017 
 
Research article 
Care-managers’ professional choices: ethical dilemmas and conflicting expectations  
Care-managers are responsible for the public administration of individual healthcare decisions and 
decide on the volume and content of community healthcare services given to a population.  
Siri Tønnessen, Gøril Ursin and Berit Støre Brinchmann 
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:630  
Published on: 7 September 2017 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 9 September 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 9 September 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 9 September 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 9 September 2017) 
Research article 
Institutional maternal and perinatal deaths: a review of 40 low and middle income 
countries  
Understanding the magnitude and clinical causes of maternal and perinatal mortality are basic 
requirements for positive change. Facility-based information offers a contextualized resource for 
clinical and orga... 
Patricia E. Bailey, Wasihun Andualem, Michel Brun, Lynn Freedman, Sourou Gbangbade, Malick 
Kante, Emily Keyes, Edwin Libamba, Allisyn C. Moran, Halima Mouniri, Dahada Ould el Joud and 
Kavita Singh 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2017 17:295  
Published on: 7 September 2017 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 

https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2578-4
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
https://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-017-1479-1
https://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-017-1479-1
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
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(Accessed 9 September 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 9 September 2017) 
Original article   Open Access 
International tuberculosis research collaborations within Asia  
James S. Molton, Shweta Singh, Ling Jun Chen and Nicholas I. Paton 
BMC Research Notes 2017 10:462  
Published on: 7 September 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
Asia bears more than half the global tuberculosis (TB) burden. Economic development in the 
region has increased available funding for biomedical research and opportunity for collaboration. 
We explored the extent of international tuberculosis research collaborations between institutions 
within Asia. 
Methods 
We conducted a Pubmed search for all articles with tuberculosis in the title published during a 
12 month period with at least one author affiliation listed in Asia, then identified international 
collaborations from institution websites and internet searches. 
Results 
We identified 99 international collaborations involving an institution within Asia, of which only 8 
(8.1%) were collaborations between Asian institutions. The remainder were with institutions 
outside of Asia. 
Conclusions 
The paucity of intra-Asian international research collaboration represents a lost opportunity to 
optimise regional research funding, capacity building and the development of an Asia-relevant TB 
research agenda. 
 
 
BMJ Open 
September 2017 - Volume 7 - 9 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 95, Number 9, September 2017, 609-664 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/9/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
September 2017  Volume 43, Issue 5  Pages 627–782 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.5/issuetoc 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
https://bmcresnotes.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13104-017-2769-4
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/9/en/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.5/issuetoc


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

August 2017 Volume 39, Issue 8, Supplement, e1-e110  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/issue/S0149-2918(17)X0008-8 
The Proceedings of the 13th Congress of the European Association for Clinical 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
November/December 2016  Volume 21, Issue S2  Pages 1–642 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 9 September 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 60, Pages 1-126 (September 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/15517144/60?sdc=1 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
October 2017 - Volume 30 - Issue 5  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
TROPICAL AND TRAVEL-ASSOCIATED DISEASES  
Edited by Joseph M. Vinetz and Yukari C. Manabe 
Dengue vaccines: implications for dengue control 
Robinson, Matthew L.; Durbin, Anna P.  
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases . 30(5):449-454, October 2017.  
Abstract: 
Purpose of review: Dengue, the most common arbovirus, is an increasingly significant cause of 
morbidity worldwide. After decades of research, an approved tetravalent dengue vaccine is finally 
available. Models constructed using recently available vaccine efficacy data allow for a data-driven 
discussion of the potential impact of dengue vaccine deployment on global control. 
Recent findings: Phase 3 efficacy trials demonstrated that the approved dengue vaccine, chimeric 
yellow fever–dengue–tetravalent dengue vaccine, has an efficacy of 60% against dengue illness 
of any severity. However, among dengue unexposed recipients, vaccination offers limited efficacy 
and may increase dengue severity. The WHO consequently recommends dengue vaccination for 
populations in which 70% of intended recipients are dengue seropositive. Models predict that 
routine childhood dengue vaccine may reduce dengue burden, but over time, population-level 
impact may be limited. Additional vaccine candidates in late-stage development may not suffer 
from the same limitations as chimeric yellow fever–dengue–tetravalent dengue vaccine. 
Summary: The efficacy and safety profile of the recently approved dengue vaccine is favorable 
only in previously dengue exposed recipients, which limits its potential for global control. Future 
work must evaluate the approved vaccine's long-term durability, efficacy of other late phase 
vaccine candidates, and potential for vector control efforts to work synergistically with vaccine 
deployment. 

http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/issue/S0149-2918(17)X0008-8
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/15517144/60?sdc=1
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/Abstract/2017/10000/Dengue_vaccines___implications_for_dengue_control.2.aspx
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Influenza immunization of pregnant women in resource-constrained countries: an 
update for funding and implementation decisions 
Ortiz, Justin R.; Neuzil, Kathleen M.  
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases . 30(5):455-462, October 2017.  
Abstract: 
Purpose of review: In 2018, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, is expected to review the strategy of 
maternal influenza immunization for potential investment in low-income countries. 
Recent findings: Clinical trial data confirm the efficacy of maternal influenza immunization to 
prevent influenza disease in both mothers and their infants during the first months of life. Trial 
and observational data indicate no significant adverse events in mothers or newborns. High-
quality disease burden data, particularly for seasonal influenza in low-income and middle-income 
countries, are limited. Thus, the anticipated impact of maternal influenza immunization programs 
on severe illness is unclear. However, assessments of the public health value of investment in 
maternal influenza immunization should extend beyond calculations of disease prevention and 
include broader effects such as improving health systems for antenatal care delivery, preventing 
inappropriate antibacterial prescribing, building a platform for other vaccines to be used during 
pregnancy, and strengthening systems to regulate, procure, and distribute influenza vaccines in 
response to a future pandemic. 
Summary: A global investment in a maternal influenza immunization strategy would prevent 
influenza disease in pregnant women and their infants. It would also provide additional public 
health value by strengthening antenatal care systems and improving country pandemic 
preparedness. 
 
Steady progress toward a malaria vaccine 
Lyke, Kirsten E.  
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases . 30(5):463-470, October 2017.  
Abstract: 
Purpose of review: Great progress has been made in reducing malaria morbidity and mortality, yet 
the parasite continues to cause a startling 200 million infections and 500 000 deaths annually. 
Malaria vaccine development is pushing new boundaries by steady advancement toward a 
licensed product. 
Recent findings: Despite 50 years of research, the complexity of Plasmoidum falciparum 
confounds all attempts to eradicate the organism. This very complexity has pushed the 
boundaries of vaccine development to new heights, yet it remains to be seen if an affordable 
vaccine can provide durable and high-level protection. Novel vaccines such as RTS,S/AS01E are 
on the edge of licensure, but old techniques have resurged with the ability to deliver vialed, whole 
organism vaccines. Novel adjuvants, multistage/multiantigen approaches and transmission 
blocking vaccines all contribute to a multipronged battle plan to conquer malaria. 
Summary: Vaccines are the most cost-effective tools to control infectious diseases, yet the 
complexity of malaria has frustrated all attempts to develop an effective product. This review 
concentrates on recent advances in malaria vaccine development that lend hope that a vaccine 
can be produced and malaria eradicated. 
 
Impact of rotavirus vaccines in low and middle-income countries 
Sindhu, Kulandaipalayam Natarajan Chella; Babji, Sudhir; Ganesan, Santhosh Kumar  
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases . 30(5):473-481, October 2017.  
Abstract: 
Purpose of review: Rotavirus vaccines are playing a pivotal role in improving lives of infants and 
young children in low and middle-income countries (LMICs). Many of these countries have 
adopted the vaccine into their routine immunization, whereas others are considering introduction. 

http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/Fulltext/2017/10000/Influenza_immunization_of_pregnant_women_in.3.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/Fulltext/2017/10000/Influenza_immunization_of_pregnant_women_in.3.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/Abstract/2017/10000/Steady_progress_toward_a_malaria_vaccine.4.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/Abstract/2017/10000/Impact_of_rotavirus_vaccines_in_low_and.6.aspx
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This article provides an update on the impact of rotavirus vaccines in LMICs on morbidity and 
mortality in children aged less than 5 years, and their cost-effectiveness. 
Recent findings: The WHO, in 2013, updated its recommendation to prioritize introduction of 
rotavirus vaccines in the routine immunization schedule, without age restrictions. Despite the 
decreased efficacy of the vaccines in LMICs, data from Sub-Saharan Africa have demonstrated a 
decrease in rotavirus-related morbidity, with some sites reporting an indirect protective effect on 
children age ineligible to receive the vaccine. Even with improvements in sanitation, nutritional 
status in children, and other health-related indices in LMICs, the use of rotavirus vaccines will play 
an important role in preventing rotavirus-related gastroenteritis. Economic models predict a 
reduction in economic burden because of rotavirus-related health costs, making vaccine 
introduction cost-effective in resource-constrained settings. 
Summary: Increasing evidence from impact studies shows the significant impact of rotavirus 
vaccination on hospitalizations and economic burden because of rotavirus gastroenteritis in LMICs. 
Universal rotavirus vaccination is recommended, and introductions should be monitored by robust 
surveillance systems to measure effectiveness and impact. 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
August 2017  Volume 17, Issue 2  Pages 61–140 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 27, Issue 6 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
September 2017  Volume 35, Issue 5  Pages 599–720 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-5/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 12, Issue 8, 2017  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 11 - Issue 4 - August 2017  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
October 2017  Volume 41, Issue 4 Pages 629–851 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-4/issuetoc 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-2/issuetoc
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-5/issuetoc
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-4/issuetoc
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Papers 
Factors affecting the United Nations' response to natural disasters: what determines 
the allocation of the Central Emergency Response Fund? (pages 631–648) 
Tyler D. Robinson MD, MPH, Thiago M. Oliveira MD, MPH and Stephanie Kayden MD, MPH 
Version of Record online: 30 JAN 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/disa.12226 
Abstract 
Natural disasters can overwhelm the domestic response of a country, leaving it dependent on 
external humanitarian relief. The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) of the United Nations 
centralises humanitarian funding and thus allows for a rapid response. This study combined data 
to analyse the factors that affected the allocation of CERF funding to countries that suffered a 
natural disaster between 2007 and 2013. It generated descriptive statistics and information on 
relative risks, and performed regressions of CERF funding across countries. There were 4,346 
disasters in total in 188 countries between 2007 and 2013. CERF provided USD 2.98 billion to 87 
countries, comprising 3.3 per cent of their total humanitarian funding. CERF more frequently 
supplied aid to countries in North Africa and the Middle East, and to those that had suffered 
geophysical disasters. Appropriately, it funds vulnerable countries experiencing severe natural 
disasters, yet its funding may be affected by variables beyond severity and vulnerability. Further 
investigation is warranted, therefore. 
 
Emotions and beliefs after a disaster: a comparative analysis of Haiti and Indonesia 
(pages 803–827) 
Erin O'Connell, Roger P. Abbott and Robert S. White 
Version of Record online: 30 JAN 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/disa.12227 
Abstract 
A number of studies have examined emotional and belief responses following a disaster, yet there 
has been limited comparative analysis of responses to disasters in different places. This paper 
reviews the results of 366 questionnaires that evaluated key emotional and belief concepts in Haiti 
after the earthquake on 12 January 2010 (n=212) and in Indonesia after the earthquake in 
Yogyakarta on 27 May 2006 (n=154). The results indicate significant differences between the 
responses in the two settings, particularly in relation to feelings of impunity, self-blame for the 
disaster, regret about pre-earthquake behaviour, and a sense of justice in the world. Furthermore, 
the impacts of age, education, and gender on responses also were different in the two case study 
sites. Overall, the results suggest that understanding the cultural, religious, and social contexts of 
different disaster locales is important in comprehending the emotions and beliefs that manifest 
themselves in the wake of a major disaster. 
  
 
EMBO Reports 
01 September 2017; volume 18, issue 9 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/9?current-issue=y 
Science & Society 
The reproducibility “crisis”Reaction to replication crisis should not stifle innovation  
Philip Hunter 
[Initial text] 
The debate over a reproducibility crisis has been simmering for years now, amplified by growing 
concerns over a number of reproducibility studies that have failed to replicate previous positive 
results. Additional evidence from larger meta‐analysis of past papers also points to a lack of 

reproducibility in biomedical research with potentially dire consequences for drug development 
and investment into research. One of the largest meta‐analyses concluded that low levels of 

reproducibility, at best around 50% of all preclinical biomedical research, were delaying lifesaving 
therapies, increasing pressure on research budgets and raising costs of drug development [1]. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.12226/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.12226/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.12227/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.12227/full
http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/9?current-issue=y
http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/9/1493
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The paper claimed that about US$28 billion a year was spent largely fruitlessly on preclinical 
research in the USA alone… 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
September 2017 - Volume 34 - 9 
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
Original articles 
Major trauma from suspected child abuse: a profile of the patient pathway Free  
Ffion C Davies, Fiona E Lecky, Ross Fisher, Marisol Fragoso-Iiguez, Tim J Coat 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 23, Number 9—September 2017 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 19, Pages 1-84 (June 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1 
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 145 - Issue 12 - September 2017  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Summer 2017 (Issue 31.2) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/summer-2017-issue-31-2/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 27, Issue 4, 1 August 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 71, Pages 1-142 (August 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/71?sdc=1 

http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
http://emj.bmj.com/content/34/9/562
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/summer-2017-issue-31-2/
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/4
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/71?sdc=1
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Research Articles 
Food security implications of staple food substitution in Sahelian West Africa 
Original Research Article 
Pages 27-38 
Steven Haggblade, Nathalie M. Me-Nsope, John M. Staatz  
Abstract 
   Low-income households in Sahelian West Africa face multiple shocks that risk compressing their 
already-low food consumption levels. This paper develops a multi-market simulation model to 
evaluate the impact of common production and world-price shocks on food consumption of 
vulnerable groups in Sahelian West Africa. Empirical analysis confirms that poor households bear 
the brunt of ensuing consumption risks, particularly in closed markets, where trade barriers 
restrict imports, and the poor find themselves in a bidding war with richer consumers for limited 
food supplies. In the absence of trade, a drought that reduces domestic rainfed cereal production 
by 20% would compress already low calorie consumption of the rural poor by as much as 15%, 
four times as much as other household groups. Conversely, a 50% spike in world rice prices hits 
the urban poor hardest, compressing calorie consumption by up to 8%. 
   Policy responses need to focus on two basic mechanisms that can help to moderate this 
pressure – consumer substitution among staple foods and trade. Immediately south of the Sahel, 
coastal West African countries enjoy higher rainfall, dual rainy seasons, more stable staple food 
production based on root crops (cassava and yams) as well as frequent double cropping of maize. 
Our simulation results suggest that regional trade in maize, yams and cassava-based prepared 
foods like gari and attieké could fill over one-third of the consumption shortfall resulting from a 
major drought in the Sahel. Increasing substitutability across starchy staples, for example through 
expansion of maize, cassava and sorghum-based convenience foods, would further moderate 
consumption pressure by expanding the array of food alternatives and hence supply responses 
available during periods of stress. 
 
Assessing food insecurity in Latin America and the Caribbean using FAO’s Food 
Insecurity Experience Scale 
Original Research Article 
Pages 48-61 
Michael D. Smith, Woubet Kassa, Paul Winters 
Abstract 
The complexity of the operational concept and definition of food insecurity has complicated the 
study of the ‘food insecure’ and efforts to determine clear policy directions. Previous findings on 
the prevalence and severity of food insecurity are inconsistent and often depend on the measure 
used. To overcome limitations in food security measurement, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations developed the Food Insecurity Experience Scale, which is the 
first survey protocol to measure people’s direct experience of food insecurity on a global scale. 
Using this new measure, our study contributes to the understanding of the food insecure by 
examining the determinants of food insecurity within and across countries in Latin America and 
the Caribbean (LAC). Using a series of multilevel linear models, we find the three determinants 
associated with the largest increase in the likelihood of experiencing food insecurity in LAC are: 
low levels of education, limited social capital, and living in a country with low GDP per capita. 
Results suggest the need to promote education of the most vulnerable, encourage social 
interactions that help build individuals’ social capital, and adopt gender-sensitive programs. The 
results also suggest the need for a shift in policy from short-term strategies to long-term efforts 
that sustain household productive capacity and employment to promote sustained economic 
growth. 
 
 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306919216302366
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306919216303724
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306919216303724
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Food Security  
Volume 9, Issue 4, August 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/4/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 44, Issue 2, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Vol. 10, No. 2, Fall 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/10/2 
Non-State Aspects of Genocide 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 9, Issue 3, September 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12371/9/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 10, 2017 – Supplement 2  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/10/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
June 27, 2017, 5 (2) 
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 12, 2017   Issue 10 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 9 September 2017] 
Research 
Unifying a fragmented effort: a qualitative framework for improving international 
surgical teaching collaborations  
Parisa Nicole Fallah and Mark Bernstein 
Globalization and Health 2017 13:70  

https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/4/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/10/2
http://link.springer.com/journal/12371/9/2/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/10/1?nav=tocList
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0296-7
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0296-7


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

Published on: 7 September 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
Access to adequate surgical care is limited globally, particularly in low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs). To address this issue, surgeons are becoming increasingly involved in 
international surgical teaching collaborations (ISTCs), which include educational partnerships 
between surgical teams in high-income countries and those in LMICs. The purpose of this study is 
to determine a framework for unifying, systematizing, and improving the quality of ISTCs so that 
they can better address the global surgical need. 
Methods 
A convenience sample of 68 surgeons, anesthesiologists, physicians, residents, nurses, academics, 
and administrators from the U.S., Canada, and Norway was used for the study. Participants all 
had some involvement in ISTCs and came from multiple specialties and institutions. Qualitative 
methodology was used, and participants were interviewed using a pre-determined set of open-
ended questions. Data was gathered over two months either in-person, over the phone, or on 
Skype. Data was evaluated using thematic content analysis. 
Results 
To organize and systematize ISTCs, participants reported a need for a centralized/systematized 
process with designated leaders, a universal data bank of current efforts/progress, communication 
amongst involved parties, full-time administrative staff, dedicated funds, a scholarly approach, 
increased use of technology, and more research on needs and outcomes. 
Conclusion 
By taking steps towards unifying and systematizing ISTCs, the quality of ISTCs can be improved. 
This could lead to an advancement in efforts to increase access to surgical care worldwide. 
 
Debate 
Implementation framework for chronic disease intervention effectiveness in Māori 
and other indigenous communities  
About 40% of all health burden in New Zealand is due to cancer, cardiovascular disease, and type 
2 diabetes/obesity. Outcomes for Māori (indigenous people) are significantly worse than non-
Maori; these inequit... 
John Oetzel, Nina Scott, Maui Hudson, Bridgette Masters-Awatere, Moana Rarere, Jeff Foote, 
Angela Beaton and Terry Ehau 
Published on: 5 September 2017 
 
 
Health Affairs  
September 2017; Volume 36, Issue 9  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: Market Concentration 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 19, Issue 1, June 2017 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 12 - Issue 4 - October 2017  

https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0295-8
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0295-8
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current
http://www.hhrjournal.org/
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
SPECIAL ISSUE: Healthcare and Health Innovation in Europe: Regulating for public 
benefit or for commercial profit?  
Editorial 
Health care and health innovation in Europe: regulating for public benefit or for 
commercial profit?  
Amanda Warren-Jones 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1744133117000081 
Published online: 17 April 2017, pp. 403-40 
 
Articles 
Innovation, informed consent, health research and the Supreme Court: Montgomery v 
Lanarkshire – a brave new world?  
Jean V. Mchale 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S174413311700010X 
Published online: 27 April 2017, pp. 435-452 
Abstract 
The Supreme Court decision in Montgomery v Lanarkshire ([2015] UKSC11) has been hailed as a 
landmark not least because the Court enshrines the doctrine of informed consent formally into 
English law for the first time in relation to medical treatment. This paper explores the decision in 
Montgomery. It examines what its implications may be in the future for the consent process in 
relation to health research and innovative treatment and whether it may prove a watershed 
moment leading to changing dialogues and expectations in relation to consent. First, the paper 
explores the concept of ‘informed consent’ in clinical research as seen through international, 
Council of Europe and EU instruments. Second, it considers how English law currently governs the 
provision of information to research participants in the context of clinical research. It questions 
whether such an approach will be sustainable in the future. Third, it discusses the decision of the 
UK Supreme Court in Montgomery v Lanarkshire and asks what might be the impact of this 
Supreme Court decision in the health research context. It asks whether Montgomery may result in 
new approaches to consent in health research and innovative treatment. 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 32, Issue 7   September 2017 
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 9 September 2017] 
Research 
The SPARK Tool to prioritise questions for systematic reviews in health policy and 
systems research: development and initial validation  
Groups or institutions funding or conducting systematic reviews in health policy and systems 
research (HPSR) should prioritise topics according to the needs of policymakers and stakeholders. 
The aim of this st... 
Elie A. Akl, Racha Fadlallah, Lilian Ghandour, Ola Kdouh, Etienne Langlois, John N. Lavis, Holger 
Schünemann and Fadi El-Jardali 
Health Research Policy and Systems 2017 15:77  
Published on: 4 September 2017 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/9765FA1B68D2A426C2C103A00BF7DBC9
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/9765FA1B68D2A426C2C103A00BF7DBC9
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Amanda%20Warren-Jones&eventCode=SE-AU
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1744133117000081
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/49AF28CD8D401370133440D817D0ACC8
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/49AF28CD8D401370133440D817D0ACC8
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Jean%20V.%20Mchale&eventCode=SE-AU
https://doi.org/10.1017/S174413311700010X
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0242-4
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0242-4
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Research 
Doctoral level research and training capacity in the social determinants of health at 
universities and higher education institutions in India, China, Oman and Vietnam: a 
survey of needs  
Research capacity is scarce in low- and middle-income country (LMIC) settings. Social 
determinants of health research (SDH) is an area in which research capacity is lacking, particularly 
in Asian countries. SD... 
Farhad Ali, Arun Shet, Weirong Yan, Abdullah Al-Maniri, Salla Atkins and Henry Lucas 
Health Research Policy and Systems 2017 15:76  
Published on: 2 September 2017 
 
Research 
The research–policy–deliberation nexus: a case study approach  
Decision-makers tend to make connections with researchers far too late in the game of public 
policy, expecting to find a retail store in which researchers are busy filling shop-front shelves with 
a comprehensi... 
Camille La Brooy and Margaret Kelaher 
Health Research Policy and Systems 2017 15:75  
Published on: 2 September 2017 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 39, Number 3, August 2017 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/36740 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
http://odihpn.org/magazine/the-humanitarian-consequences-of-violence-in-central-america/ 
Number 69   June 2017 
The humanitarian consequences of violence in Central America  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 7, No 1 (2017) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/17 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 9 September 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 9 September 2017]  
[No new digest content identified] 

https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0225-5
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0225-5
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0225-5
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0239-z
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/36740
http://odihpn.org/magazine/the-humanitarian-consequences-of-violence-in-central-america/
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/17
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
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International Health 
Volume 9, Issue 5, 1 September 2017 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
EDITORIALS 
The Neglected Diseases: Will a ‘New World Order’ Reverse Global Gains?  
Peter J. Hotez  
International Health, Volume 9, Issue 5, 1 September 2017, Pages 267–268, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/inthealth/ihx037 
Extract  
The concept of the ‘new world order’ refers to landmark historical events or changes in political 
thought, with resultant shifts in global power balances. Major new world order shifts in the 20th 
century include the formation and then collapse of the League of Nations, creating the United 
Nations after World War II, the Cold War, and the subsequent collapse of Communism. As we 
leave the 2010s and enter the 2020s, there are signs that yet another new world order is looming. 
Today we're witnessing an increasingly globalized Russia and China (through a new ‘Belt and 
Road’ initiative), with commensurate reversals or retreats from globalization by the United States, 
United Kingdom, and some other European nations. In... 
 
Addressing challenges to human health in the Anthropocene epoch—an overview of 
the findings of the Rockefeller/Lancet Commission on Planetary Health  
Andy Haines  
International Health, Volume 9, Issue 5, 1 September 2017, Pages 269–271, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/inthealth/ihx036 
Extract  
The report of the Rockefeller Foundation/Lancet Commission on Planetary Health1 described how 
human health ultimately depends on the state of the natural systems. It is complementary to the 
work of the Lancet Commission on Climate Change2 and takes a broader perspective on global 
environmental change, acknowledging that climate change is probably the single most important 
environmental change, but there are many others that can separately and in combination have 
wide ranging impacts on human health. 
 
REVIEW 
On the ferries: the unmet health care needs of transiting refugees in Greece  
Clare K. Shortall; Rosanna Glazik; Alvin Sornum; Ceri Pritchard  
International Health, Volume 9, Issue 5, 1 September 2017, Pages 272–280, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/inthealth/ihx032 
Abstract  
Background 
In 2015, over 850 000 refugees, asylum seekers and migrants arrived in Greece. In response to 
an overwhelming need for access to healthcare for them, Doctors of the World established the 
Refugee Ferry Project, which comprised of a clinic providing primary health care, and integrated 
mental health and psychosocial support on board a commercial ferry. 
Methods 
Of the 1405 service users, 87.5% (1229/1405) originated from Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq. The 
majority were women 801/1405 (57%) and children 511/1405 (36%), including 50 pregnant 
women and 19 unaccompanied minors. 
Results 
The most common diagnoses were respiratory tract infections, dehydration, nausea and vomiting, 
and musculoskeletal pain with 39.4% of the disease burden being classified as non-

http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
https://academic.oup.com/inthealth/article/9/5/267/4104524/The-Neglected-Diseases-Will-a-New-World-Order
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communicable. Exposure to violence was associated with an increased risk of developing mental 
health issues. 
Conclusions 
Humanitarian actors face huge challenges trying to respond to the needs of transiting populations. 
It is only by continuous reassessment and having the capacity to mobilize and adapt to an ever-
evolving situation that we can try to meet these needs. Having an integrated, flexible and 
multidisciplinary approach remains crucial, despite the shift from a transit to static population. 
With over 62 000 refugees stranded in Greece, the need to develop innovative ways to respond to 
their needs is greater than ever. 
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Abstract  
   Seventy years ago, on August 20, 1947, the International Medical Tribunal in Nuremberg, 
Germany, delivered its verdict in the trial of 23 doctors and bureaucrats accused of war crimes 
and crimes against humanity for their roles in cruel and often lethal concentration camp medical 
experiments. As part of its judgment, the court articulated a 10-point set of rules for the conduct 
of human experiments that has come to be known as the Nuremberg Code. Among other 
requirements, the code called for the “voluntary consent” of the human research subject, an 
assessment of risks and benefits, and assurances of competent investigators. These concepts 
have become an important reference point for the ethical conduct of medical research. Yet, there 
has in the past been considerable debate among scholars about the code’s authorship, scope, and 
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undoubtedly been a milestone in the history of biomedical research ethics.  
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Editor's Choice 
Influenza Vaccines for Older Persons: Progress and Pitfalls  
Kathleen M Neuzil; Wilbur H Chen  
The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 216, Issue 4, 15 August 2017, Pages 397–398, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jix285 
Extract  
  Influenza causes annual epidemics of varying severity that affect persons of all ages. In the 
older adult population, influenza constitutes a particularly important public health burden. In 
population-based modeling studies in the United States, hospitalization rates are consistently 
highest among persons aged ≥65 years of age [1]. Similarly, deaths are much more frequent 
among older persons than younger persons. In a modeling analysis of population-based 
surveillance data covering the 2010–2011 through the 2012–2013 seasons in the United States, 
an estimated 71%–85% of influenza-associated deaths occurred among adults aged ≥65 years 
[2]. Among those 65 years and older, certain factors such as. 
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The Importance of Frailty in the Assessment of Influenza Vaccine Effectiveness 
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   Frailty has important impacts on influenza vaccine effectiveness (VE). Here, frailty was the most 
important confounder of VE, and not accounting for frailty underestimated VE. VE was high in 
nonfrail older adults, but diminished with increasing frailty. 
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Access to medicines, including their availability and affordability, is a major public health challenge 
worldwide.1 Countries have committed to improving access to medicines through universal health 
coverage, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)2 and, in the context of the growing non-
communicable disease (NCD) burden, via the Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of 
NCDs.3 Although high-quality monitoring data are necessary for measuring progress toward these 
global goals, information about availability and affordability of medicines is weak.4 
 
In The Lancet Public Health, Marjan Attaei and colleagues5 address this important gap with an 
analysis of the availability and affordability of blood pressure-lowering medicines in 20 countries 
participating in the Prospective Urban Rural Epidemiological (PURE) study—a large international 
cohort study of more than 150,000 individuals living in 626 communities. The findings showed 
that availability was particularly low in low-income countries, in which only 13% (nine of 68) of 
community retail pharmacies had four blood pressure-lowering medicines available; in high-
income countries, 94% (108 of 115) of communities had four drug classes available.  
 
Affordability—defined via a household's estimated capacity to pay—of a single blood pressure-
lowering medicine was high in all settings, but roughly 30% of households in low-income 
countries could not afford multiple blood pressure-lowering medicines, and this rose to more than 
75% when statins were included. These results align with previously published findings from the 
PURE study6 and with findings from other studies of availability and pricing of essential 
medicines.7 
 
Attaei and colleagues' study provides a crucial new insight: it makes the connection between 
medicine availability at the community level, affordability at the household level, and individual 
use and health status. Study participants with known hypertension who lived in communities with 
greater availability of blood pressure-lowering medicines were significantly more likely to use at 
least one blood pressure-lowering medicine and to have their blood pressure controlled than were 
those in communities where medicines were not available. The weaker association between 
medicine affordability and these outcomes of use and controlled blood pressure warrants further 
exploration. 
 
These findings have important implications for public health and health policy. First, as countries 
work toward their access to medicines goals, it is imperative to develop robust metrics, 
definitions, and data collection tools that can be used to track progress. Although the PURE study 
is an impressive research endeavor, it cannot substitute for strong monitoring systems. Second, 
these findings highlight how access measures should connect to endpoints at the household and 
individual levels. Third, the investigators note the paradoxical case of India, where medicine 
affordability was low despite high availability. This case serves as a useful reminder that 
medicines might not follow simple market dynamics, and that prices (and not only absolute prices, 
but also capacity to pay) deserve attention and possibly intervention. Fourth, these results 
support existing evidence about the role of private pharmacies in care seeking, underscoring the 
private sector's potential importance for meeting goals, such as the SDGs. 
 
There are some limitations to consider in interpretation of the present findings. Only one low-
income country (according to current classification) contributed data, which restricts the reliability 
and generalisability of these findings for countries in this group. Additionally, these data were 
collected over 7 years and only at one retail pharmacy per community. Since availability and price 
might vary over time and place, a single measurement is not very robust. These limitations 
emphasise the need for lower cost, rapid methods of data collection to facilitate the collection, 
analysis, and routine dissemination of medicines monitoring data. Costly surveys need to be 
replaced with innovative new methods, such as telephone surveillance8 or text messaging.9 
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Lastly, although NCD medication costs are substantial, other direct (eg, transportation to care) or 
indirect costs (eg, loss of working hours) of treatment should also be assessed. 
 
This analysis5 was of medicines at retail pharmacies. The investigators cite well established 
literature that many patients purchase NCD medicines from the private sector, particularly in 
areas with poor availability at public facilities, including in many low-income and middle-income 
countries7 But if the availability of public sector medicines is associated with retail availability, an 
individual's diagnosis of hypertension, medicine use, or blood pressure outcomes, future studies 
should collect information from the public sector to address this potential omitted variable bias. 
Attaei and colleagues' findings fill an important gap by establishing a link between availability, 
affordability, use of medicines, and health outcomes. Addressing NCDs effectively will require 
improvements in both availability and affordability of medicines, which continue to be key 
challenges, particularly in low-income countries. Increased investment is needed to ensure access, 
and to achieve global health and development goals. 
 
VJW has received grants from Sandoz International, Management Sciences for Health, and 
International Federation of the Pharmaceutical Manufacturer Associations, outside the submitted 
work, and is Director of the WHO Collaborating Center in Pharmaceutical Policy, Boston University 
School of Public Health. CM declares no conflict of interest. 
 
Articles 
Availability and affordability of blood pressure-lowering medicines and the effect on 
blood pressure control in high-income, middle-income, and low-income countries: an 
analysis of the PURE study data 
Marjan W Attaei, Rasha Khatib, Martin McKee, Scott Lear, Gilles Dagenais, Ehimario U Igumbor, 
Khalid F AlHabib, Manmeet Kaur, Lanthe Kruger, Koon Teo, Fernando Lanas, Khalid Yusoff, 
Aytekin Oguz, Rajeev Gupta, Afzalhussein M Yusufali, Ahmad Bahonar, Raman Kutty, Annika 
Rosengren, Viswanathan Mohan, Alvaro Avezum, Rita Yusuf, Andrzej Szuba, Sumathy Rangarajan, 
Clara Chow, Salim Yusuf for the PURE study investigators 
Interpretation 
A large proportion of communities in low-income and middle-income countries do not have access 
to more than one blood pressure-lowering medicine and, when available, they are often not 
affordable. These factors are associated with poor blood pressure control. Ensuring access to 
affordable blood pressure-lowering medicines is essential for control of hypertension in low-
income and middle-income countries. 
 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
Sep 2017 Volume 5 Number 9 p667-760  e29  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 21, Issue 9, September 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/21/8/page/1 
Special Issue on Long Acting Reversible Contraception (LARC) in the Global Context 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30141-X/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30141-X/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30141-X/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/21/8/page/1


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
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Nature   
Volume 549 Number 7670 pp5-124  7 September 2017 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
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Nature Medicine 
September 2017, Volume 23 No 9 pp1005-1111 
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v23/n8/index.html 
Editorial 
Children first - p1005 
doi:10.1038/nm.4404 
   Drugs administered to children with cancer were typically developed under the assumption that 
childhood cancers are similar to their tissue-matched adult counterparts. Focusing on identifying 
and targeting alterations present specifically in childhood tumors will accelerate the development 
of tailored therapies and improve the prognosis of children with cancer. 
 
Perspective 
Functional precision cancer medicine—moving beyond pure genomics - pp1028 - 1035 
Anthony Letai 
doi:10.1038/nm.4389 
   The essential job of precision medicine is to match the right drugs to the right patients. In 
cancer, precision medicine has been nearly synonymous with genomics. However, sobering recent 
studies have generally shown that most patients with cancer who receive genomic testing do not 
benefit from a genomic precision medicine strategy. Although some call the entire project of 
precision cancer medicine into question, I suggest instead that the tools employed must be 
broadened. Instead of relying exclusively on big data measurements of initial conditions, we 
should also acquire highly actionable functional information by perturbing—for example, with 
cancer therapies—viable primary tumor cells from patients with cancer. 
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PLOS Currents: Disasters 
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[Accessed 9 September 2017] 
The Theory of Planned Behavior and Disaster Preparedness 
September 6, 2017 · Field report  
Introduction: Disaster preparedness is defined as actions that ensure resources necessary to carry 
out an effective response are available before a disaster. Disaster preparedness requires a 
thorough understanding of the factors that influence performance or nonperformance of disaster 
preparedness behaviors (DPB). The major aim of this research was to further our understanding 
of DPB based on the theory of planned behavior (TPB). 
Method: This was a cross-sectional study of factors determining of DPB in a representative sample 
of 1233 Tehran inhabitants. Measures derived from the TPB were obtained in the unprepared and 
prepared people. 
Results: Consistent with the theory, intentions to do DPB could the person predicted from 
attitudes, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral control with respect to DPB; and actually 
doing DPB was strongly related to intentions and perceptions of control assessed in the prepared 
people. Theoretical and practical implications of these findings are discussed. 
Conclusion: An effective intervention will not only have to encourage people of the desirability of 
DPB, but also to provide them with the skills and means to do it. The more strongly they can be 
made to feel that they have control over DPB, the more likely they are to carry out their 
intentions. That is, heightened perceived control tends to strengthen people’s motivation to do 
DPB. 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
[Accessed 9 September 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 

http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/140/3?current-issue=y
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/35/9/page/1
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/article/the-theory-of-planned-behavior-and-disaster-preparedness/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/
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PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 9 September 2017)  
Research Article  
Women’s and men’s reports of past-year prevalence of intimate partner violence and 
rape and women’s risk factors for intimate partner violence: A multicountry cross-
sectional study in Asia and the Pacific  
Rachel Jewkes, Emma Fulu, Ruchira Tabassam Naved, Esnat Chirwa, Kristin Dunkle, Regine 
Haardörfer, Claudia Garcia-Moreno, on behalf of the UN Multi-country Study on Men and Violence 
Study Team  
| published 05 Sep 2017 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002381  
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 9 September 2017)  
Viewpoints 
Rapid and accurate interpretation of dengue diagnostics in the context of dengue 
vaccination implementation: Viewpoints and guidelines issued from an experts group 
consultation  
Elizabeth A. Hunsperger, Claudia N. Duarte dos Santos, Huong Thi Que Vu, Sutee Yoksan, Vincent 
Deubel  
| published 07 Sep 2017 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005719 
 
Research Article  
"We need people to collaborate together against this disease": A qualitative 
exploration of perceptions of dengue fever control in caregivers' of children under 5 
years, in the Peruvian Amazon  
Amy L. Frank, Emily R. Beales, Gilles de Wildt, Graciela Meza Sanchez, Laura L. Jones  
| published 05 Sep 2017 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005755  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 9 September 2017]  
Research Article  
Ethics approval in applications for open-access clinical trial data: An analysis of 
researcher statements to clinicalstudydatarequest.com  
Derek So, Bartha M. Knoppers  
Research Article | published 08 Sep 2017 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0184491  
Abstract 
Although there are a number of online platforms for patient-level clinical trial data sharing from 
industry sponsors, they are not very harmonized regarding the role of local ethics approval in the 
research proposal review process. The first and largest of these platforms is 
ClinicalStudyDataRequest.com (CSDR), which includes over three thousand trials from thirteen 

http://www.plosmedicine.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002381
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002381
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002381
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002381
http://www.plosntds.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005719
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005719
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005719
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005719
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005755
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005755
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005755
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005755
http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0184491
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0184491
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0184491
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sponsors including GlaxoSmithKline, Novartis, Roche, Sanofi, and Bayer. CSDR asks applicants to 
state whether they have received ethics approval for their research proposal, but in most cases 
does not require that they submit evidence of approval. However, the website does require that 
applicants without ethical approval state the reason it was not required. In order to examine the 
perspectives of researchers on this topic, we coded every response to that question received by 
CSDR between June 2014 and February 2017. Of 111 applicants who stated they were exempt 
from ethics approval, 63% mentioned de-identification, 57% mentioned the use of existing data, 
33% referred to local or jurisdictional regulations, and 20% referred to the approvals obtained by 
the original study. We conclude by examining the experience of CSDR within the broader context 
of the access mechanisms and policies currently being used by other data sharing platforms, and 
discuss how our findings might be used to help clinical trial data providers design clear and 
informative access documents. 
 
Volunteer motivators for participating in HIV vaccine clinical trials in Nairobi, Kenya  
Borna A. Nyaoke, Gaudensia N. Mutua, Rose Sajabi, Delvin Nyasani, Marianne W. Mureithi, Omu 
A. Anzala  
Research Article | published 07 Sep 2017 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0183788  
Conclusion 
The majority of volunteers in the HIV vaccine trials at our site were motivated by social benefits, 
suggesting that altruism can be a major contributor to participation in HIV vaccine studies. 
Personal benefits were a secondary motivator for the volunteers. The motivators to volunteer in 
HIV clinical trials were similar across ages, education level and gender. Education on what is 
needed (including volunteer participation) to develop an efficacious vaccine could be the key to 
greater volunteer motivation to participate in HIV vaccine clinical trials. 
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 9 September 2017] 
Biological Sciences - Ecology:  
Biodiversity promotes primary productivity and growing season lengthening at the 
landscape scale  
Jacqueline Oehri, Bernhard Schmid, Gabriela Schaepman-Strub, and Pascal A. Niklaus 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print September 5, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1703928114  
Significance 
Research of the past decades has shown that biodiversity promotes ecosystem functions including 
primary productivity. However, most studies focused on experimental communities at small spatial 
scales, and little is known about how these findings scale to nonexperimental, real-world 
ecosystems at large spatial scales, despite these systems providing essential ecosystem services 
to humans. Here, we show that primary productivity, its temporal stability, and the decadal trend 
of a prolonged growing season strongly increase with biodiversity across heterogeneous 
landscapes, which is consistent over vast environmental, climatic, and altitudinal gradients. Our 
findings thus underline the critical role biodiversity plays for ecosystem functioning and responses 
to environmental change in heterogeneous, real-world ecosystems at the landscape scale.  
Abstract 
Experiments have shown positive biodiversity-ecosystem functioning (BEF) relationships in small 
plots with model communities established from species pools typically comprising few dozen 
species. Whether patterns found can be extrapolated to complex, nonexperimental, real-world 
landscapes that provide ecosystem services to humans remains unclear. Here, we combine 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0183788
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0183788
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/08/30/1703928114.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/08/30/1703928114.abstract
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species inventories from a large-scale network of 447 1-km2 plots with remotely sensed indices of 
primary productivity (years 2000–2015). We show that landscape-scale productivity and its 
temporal stability increase with the diversity of plants and other taxa. Effects of biodiversity 
indicators on productivity were comparable in size to effects of other important drivers related to 
climate, topography, and land cover. These effects occurred in plots that integrated different 
ecosystem types (i.e., metaecosystems) and were consistent over vast environmental and 
altitudinal gradients. The BEF relations we report are as strong or even exceed the ones found in 
small-scale experiments, despite different community assembly processes and a species pool 
comprising nearly 2,000 vascular plant species. Growing season length increased progressively 
over the observation period, and this shift was accelerated in more diverse plots, suggesting that 
a large species pool is important for adaption to climate change. Our study further implies that 
abiotic global-change drivers may mediate ecosystem functioning through biodiversity changes.  
 
Biological Sciences - Genetics: 
Identification of individuals by trait prediction using whole-genome sequencing data  
Christoph Lippert, Riccardo Sabatini, M. Cyrus Maher, Eun Yong Kang, Seunghak Lee, Okan 
Arikan, Alena Harley, Axel Bernal, Peter Garst, Victor Lavrenko, Ken Yocum, Theodore Wong,  
Mingfu Zhu, Wen-Yun Yang, Chris Chang, Tim Lu, Charlie W. H. Lee, Barry Hicks, Smriti 
Ramakrishnan, Haibao Tang, Chao Xie, Jason Piper, Suzanne Brewerton, Yaron Turpaz,  
Amalio Telenti, Rhonda K. Roby, Franz J. Och, and J. Craig Venter 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print September 5, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1711125114  
Significance 
By associating deidentified genomic data with phenotypic measurements of the contributor, this 
work challenges current conceptions of genomic privacy. It has significant ethical and legal 
implications on personal privacy, the adequacy of informed consent, the viability and value of 
deidentification of data, the potential for police profiling, and more. We invite commentary and 
deliberation on the implications of these findings for research in genomics, investigatory practices, 
and the broader legal and ethical implications for society. Although some scholars and 
commentators have addressed the implications of DNA phenotyping, this work suggests that a 
deeper analysis is warranted.  
Abstract 
Prediction of human physical traits and demographic information from genomic data challenges 
privacy and data deidentification in personalized medicine. To explore the current capabilities of 
phenotype-based genomic identification, we applied whole-genome sequencing, detailed 
phenotyping, and statistical modeling to predict biometric traits in a cohort of 1,061 participants of 
diverse ancestry. Individually, for a large fraction of the traits, their predictive accuracy beyond 
ancestry and demographic information is limited. However, we have developed a maximum 
entropy algorithm that integrates multiple predictions to determine which genomic samples and 
phenotype measurements originate from the same person. Using this algorithm, we have 
reidentified an average of >8 of 10 held-out individuals in an ethnically mixed cohort and an 
average of 5 of either 10 African Americans or 10 Europeans. This work challenges current 
conceptions of personal privacy and may have far-reaching ethical and legal implications.  
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 32 - Issue 4 - August 2017  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/08/29/1711125114.abstract
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
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Preventive Medicine 
Volume 100, Pages 1-298 (July 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/100?sdc=1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
17 May 2017; volume 284, issue 1854 
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/284/1854?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 10, Issue 2  July 2017 

http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Symposium on Daniel Hausman's Valuing Health: Well-Being, Freedom and Suffering 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 132, Issue 5, September/October 2017  
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
Volume 27, Issue 11, September 2017  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 36, Issue 3   September 2017 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 9 September 2017]  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
August 2017  Volume 37, Issue 8  Pages 1435–1628 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/100?sdc=1
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/284/1854?current-issue=y
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-8/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
08 September 2017  Vol 357, Issue 6355 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
NIH's massive health study is off to a slow start 
By Jocelyn Kaiser 
Science08 Sep 2017 : 955 Restricted Access 
Summary 
Nearly 3 years after then-President Barack Obama laid out a vision for perhaps the most 
ambitious and costly national health study ever, the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) is still 
grappling with the complexities of the effort. The All of Us study aims to probe links between 
genes, lifestyle, and health by enrolling 1 million people for a long-term precision medicine study. 
NIH had once expected that by early 2017 it would enroll at least 10,000 participants for a pilot 
testing phase; it is up to just 2000. Its national kickoff, once envisioned for 2016 and then mid-
2017, has been delayed as staff work out the complex logistics of the study, which is projected to 
cost $4.3 billion over 10 years. But study leaders say that for an endeavor this complex, delays 
are inevitable. 
 
Panel urges steps to boost evidence-based policy 
By Jeffrey Mervis 
Science08 Sep 2017 : 959 Restricted Access 
Summary 
A blue-ribbon panel has recommended creating a secure, digital portal for researchers who want 
to study the impact of federal investments on health care, education, housing, labor markets, and 
other sectors of the U.S. economy. A report out this week by the congressionally mandated 
Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking says the new mechanism would provide researchers 
with one-stop shopping while increasing privacy protection for everyone in the databases created 
to administer the federal programs. The portal, dubbed the National Secure Data Service, would 
help develop and implement new safeguards to keep information confidential. Each request for 
data would be thoroughly vetted, as would the researchers proposing the work. In addition, the 
data needed for an approved project would be assembled virtually, on a temporary basis, solely 
for that project. The commission also recommends beefing up the government's capacity to 
generate and use evidence on how its well programs work, including creating the position of chief 
evaluation officer, boosting training, and encouraging better coordination among the federal 
agencies that manage these administrative records. 
 
Reports 
Protecting unauthorized immigrant mothers improves their children’s mental health 
By Jens Hainmueller, Duncan Lawrence, Linna Martén, Bernard Black, Lucila Figueroa, Michael 
Hotard, Tomás R. Jiménez, Fernando Mendoza, Maria I. Rodriguez, Jonas J. Swartz, David D. 
Laitin 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-8/issuetoc
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http://science.sciencemag.org/content/357/6355/955
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/357/6355/959
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/357/6355/959
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/357/6355/1041
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/357/6355/1041


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

Science08 Sep 2017 : 1041-1044 Full Access 
Life under threat of deportation 
   What is the effect on a child of having parents who are at risk of deportation as unauthorized 
immigrants? Hainmueller et al. developed a quasi-experimental protocol to address this 
complicated question. They selected mothers who had birthdates either just before or just after 
the cutoff for the United States' Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. Children 
whose mothers were protected from deportation by DACA had 50% fewer diagnoses of 
adjustment and anxiety disorder than children with mothers whose birthdates, by coincidence, 
preceded the cutoff and who thus were not protected. 
Abstract 
The United States is embroiled in a debate about whether to protect or deport its estimated 11 
million unauthorized immigrants, but the fact that these immigrants are also parents to more than 
4 million U.S.-born children is often overlooked. We provide causal evidence of the impact of 
parents’ unauthorized immigration status on the health of their U.S. citizen children. The Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program granted temporary protection from deportation to 
more than 780,000 unauthorized immigrants. We used Medicaid claims data from Oregon and 
exploited the quasi-random assignment of DACA eligibility among mothers with birthdates close to 
the DACA age qualification cutoff. Mothers’ DACA eligibility significantly decreased adjustment and 
anxiety disorder diagnoses among their children. Parents’ unauthorized status is thus a substantial 
barrier to normal child development and perpetuates health inequalities through the 
intergenerational transmission of disadvantage. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 180, Pages 1-196 (May 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/180 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 9 September 2017]  
Special Collection: Non-State Security Providers and Political Formation in Conflict-
Affected States 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Fall 2017   Volume 15, Number 4  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2017 
   The B Corp movement has played a critical role in promoting socially responsible businesses. As 
positive as the movement has been, it has fallen short when it comes to ensuring that these same 
businesses make human rights a top priority. Read an in-depth analysis of this topic in our Fall 
2017 issue’s cover story, “Do Benefit Corporations Respect Human Rights?,” written by Joanne 
Bauer and Elizabeth Unlas. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 9, Issue 6 (June 2017) 
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/180
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
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Torture Journal 
Volume 27 - Issue No. 1  
http://www.irct.org/publications/torture-journal/128 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 18, Issue 4, October 2017  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
Review Manuscripts 
A Systematic Review of Longitudinal Risk and Protective Factors and Correlates for 
Posttraumatic Stress and Its Natural History in Forcibly Displaced Children 
Stephanie Y. Tam, Shea Houlihan, G. J. Melendez-Torres 
First Published December 30, 2015; pp. 377–395 
Abstract 
Background: 
Posttraumatic stress (PTS) results in significant distress or functional impairment. Prevalence 
studies report higher rates of PTS in forcibly displaced children (FDC). Current evidence deriving 
mainly from cross-sectional studies is unable to make causal attributions. Given rising rates of 
forcible displacement reported by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 
2014, there is increasing need to determine the best policies and practice for engaging mental 
health needs of FDC. 
Methods: 
This systematic review identifies (1) longitudinal risk and protective factors and correlates for PTS 
and (2) its natural history in FDC, contributing to research identifying vulnerable subgroups and 
malleable factors for PTS and understanding its natural history. No meta-analysis was conducted 
due to heterogeneity; results were analyzed through narrative synthesis. 
Results: 
Eleven longitudinal studies were identified. All but one were prospective cohort designs. They 
identified prevalence rates between 20% and 48.7% at baseline, 10% and 48.3% at 1 year 
(k=7), 18% and 48% at 2–3 years (k=2), 8% and 38% at 6 years (k=2), and 35% at 12 years 
using nine measurement methods in seven independent samples. Evidence from multiple 
associations supported the following risk factors: exposure to traumatic stressors or other stress, 
older age, and prior psychopathology. Evidence predominantly supported the stability of PTS with 
some decline. 
Conclusion: 
While results should be interpreted with caution given small or unrepresentative samples, they 
suggest regular mental health screenings should be conducted for FDC, who are a vulnerable 
subgroup with variable onset and remission. Risk associations with prior psychopathology also 
suggest that screening upon arrival may be advisable for early intervention and prevention. 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
May-June, 2017  Volume 17  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 

http://www.irct.org/publications/torture-journal/128
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http://journals.sagepub.com/author/Tam%2C+Stephanie+Y
http://journals.sagepub.com/author/Houlihan%2C+Shea
http://journals.sagepub.com/author/Melendez-Torres%2C+G+J
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

August 2017   Volume 22, Issue 8  Pages 917–1052 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-8/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Volume LIV Nos. 1 & 2 2017    
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
May 2017  
Our Ocean, Our World 
   Under the theme “Our Ocean, Our World”, this special double issue of the UN Chronicle 
explores many of the problems facing the marine ecosystem, with articles by experts and eminent 
personalities actively engaged in finding solutions. The issue was planned in support of the Ocean 
Conference (New York, 5-9 June 2017) and Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and 
sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 12, Issue 3, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°84 - July 2017 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/83/ 
Special Issue - World Heritage in Poland  
   This year, the World Heritage Committee will meet for its 41st session in the World Heritage site 
of the Historic Centre of Kraków. We are very pleased to be hosted by Poland, an early supporter 
of the World Heritage Convention whose experts even participated in the drafting of the 
Convention itself. Poland’s heritage sites represent many aspects of World Heritage: a diversity of 
values, a rich history, and transboundary cooperation, among others. 
   In this issue, we will discover an overview of the architectural landscape of Poland, as well as 
the evolution of the protection of heritage in the country, from the early interest in preserving 
heritage to the rise of the community movement for protecting sites in the 19th century, and 
involvement of Polish experts in various international efforts such the drafting of the Venice 
Charter, and the formation of ICOMOS and of the International Committee of the Blue Shield 
(ICBS)… 
 
 
           #                               #                               #                               # 
 
           #                               #                               #                               # 
 
 
The Sentinel is an open access publication, subject to the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). Copyright is retained by the ge2p2 global 
foundation.  

 
            #                               #                               #                               # 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-8/issuetoc
http://unchronicle.un.org/
https://unchronicle.un.org/issue/our-ocean-our-world
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/83/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/84/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

