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::::::  
::::::  
 
Rescue/Protection/Rights: Children and Armed Conflict 
 
Progress Achieved to Protect Children in Past 20-Years Threaten by Ongoing Crisis – 
UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict Annual Report to General 
Assembly 
30 Aug 2017  
Attacks on Schools and Denial of Humanitarian Access Particularly Worrisome in 2016 
  
New York – The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, 
Ms. Virginia Gamba, released today her annual report to the General Assembly. The 16-page 
document outlines immediate priorities as well as a longer-term vision for improving the 
protection of children affected by armed conflict, with a reflection on the achievements of the 
children and armed conflict agenda over the past two decades. 
 
“The UN engagement with governments and armed groups has enabled positive 
achievement over the past two decades benefiting children affected by conflict; but 
lasting wars and complex conflicts could reverse the positive gains, as we keep seeing 
occurrences of all six grave violations including re-recruitment of freed children, 
abduction, sexual violence and killing and maiming,” highlights Ms. Gamba. 
 
Covering the period from August 2016 to July 2017, the report also depicts emerging issues and 
challenges including alarmingly high numbers of attacks on schools and protected personnel and 
cases of military use of schools. With over 245 million children estimated to be living in 
conflict zones, a whole generation is at risk of missing out on education due to the 
effects of conflict, with dramatic consequences for the personal development of 
children but also for long term peace and security. 
 
The Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict also condemns the increasing 
politicization of the provision of humanitarian access for aid delivery, even when it is intended for 
children. “Besiegement as a method of warfare has dramatic consequences, especially for 
children. In 2016, 994 incidents of denial of humanitarian access were verified by the United 
Nations, almost half of them in South Sudan; in Syria, nearly 650,000 people have been deprived 
from food and life-saving items like medicine; this is unacceptable,” Ms. Gamba adds. 
 
The report thus highlights the necessity of depoliticizing the delivery of humanitarian aid to 
children and of protecting education in situations of armed conflict, including through the 
deterrence of the military use of schools and the endorsement of the Safe Schools Declaration. 
Other recommendations include the necessary political, technical and financial support to 
reintegration programmes for children formerly associated with armed forces or armed groups, 
giving special attention to the needs of girls, and enhancing legal protection frameworks. 
20 Years of Work for Children Affected by Armed Conflict  
 
The report also provides an opportunity to reflect on the achievements of the mandate since its 
inception 20 years ago, and the Special Representative looks forward to building on the gains 
made since to end and prevent grave violations against children in conflict. Among the 
accomplishments, the report underlines the signature of 28 action plans by parties to conflict; the 
delisting of nine parties to conflict; and the success of the Campaign “Children, Not Soldiers” as a 
catalyst for strengthening the overall child protection architecture. 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/progress-achieved-to-protect-children-in-past-20-years-threaten-by-ongoing-crisis-un-special-representative-for-children-and-armed-conflict-annual-report-to-general-assembly/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/progress-achieved-to-protect-children-in-past-20-years-threaten-by-ongoing-crisis-un-special-representative-for-children-and-armed-conflict-annual-report-to-general-assembly/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/progress-achieved-to-protect-children-in-past-20-years-threaten-by-ongoing-crisis-un-special-representative-for-children-and-armed-conflict-annual-report-to-general-assembly/
http://undocs.org/A/72/276
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All eight countries that were initially part of the “Children, Not Soldiers” campaign have signed an 
action plan with the United Nations and thousands of children have been released and 
reintegrated. Chad has met the benchmarks set out in its action plan on the recruitment and use 
of children. Solid progress has been observed in the Democratic Republic of Congo, although 
other violations remain of concern in the country, including cases of rape and other forms of 
sexual violence and killing and maiming. 
 
In addition, the engagement by the United Nations with non-State armed groups has resulted in 
the signing of two new action plans to end and prevent the recruitment and use of children during 
the reporting period; in Sudan with the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM/N) and 
in Mali with the Coordination des Mouvements de l’Azawad (CMA). 
 
Sadly, ongoing crisis have hampered the progress in implementing action plans in Somalia, South 
Sudan and Yemen. Reflecting on more recent trends, the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General is very concerned at the many violations attributed to non-State actors in general, and 
violent extremists in particular, and notes a rise in the use of children and their abduction by 
these groups. 
 
Building on lessons-learned, a new campaign to increase public awareness on the six grave 
violations is currently under development. The Special Representative also intends to engage 
additional actors and enhance engagement with its current partners, including UN agencies, 
international, sub-regional and regional organizations, as well as civil society, to pursuing best 
practices in strengthening the protection of children affected by armed conflict. 
 
Read the full report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict to the General Assembly. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Migration/Settlement/Accountability 
 
European Leaders Look to Africa to Stem Migration 
By ALISSA J. RUBIN and JASON HOROWITZ 
New York Times, AUG. 28, 2017  
PARIS — Measures intended to stop migrants from trying to cross the Mediterranean were at the 
center of discussions among four European leaders who met in Paris with the leaders of three 
African countries on Monday. 
 
The meeting, billed as a mini-summit, brought together the leaders of France, Germany, Italy and 
Spain as well as Chad and Niger and one of Libya’s leaders. 
 
Chad and Niger are transit countries for people fleeing war or poverty, while Libya is a departure 
point for crossing the Mediterranean and a center for traffickers who promise to get people to 
Europe, but often take their money and set them adrift in crowded boats that sink or capsize. 
More than 2,400 migrants have died so far this year trying to cross the Mediterranean. 
 
The proposed measures include European-financed development programs to spur job growth; 
help for Chad and Niger with border controls; European Union funds to provide “humane care” for 
migrants in Libya; and a system to allow migrants making asylum claims to receive a preliminary 

http://undocs.org/A/72/276
http://undocs.org/A/72/276
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/28/world/europe/africa-migrants-europe.html
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-120975-2017
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/e/european_union/index.html?inline=nyt-org
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review while they are in Chad or Niger. The goal is to discourage those whose claims are weak 
from trying to make the journey. 
 
While European leaders repeatedly said the measures were aimed at protecting migrants from the 
abuses of traffickers, they appeared at least as focused on shifting to African nations some of the 
burden of halting illegal migration… 
 
::::::  
 
Statement by Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for Refugees on the Paris 
meeting of 28 August  
28 August 2017     
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, welcomes commitments made today at the Paris meeting on 
migration and asylum. 
I am encouraged by the announcement of a comprehensive plan of action that will support long-
term solutions to the complex issue of mixed migration and help address its root causes, in close 
cooperation with countries of origin and transit and in line with international law. 
 
In UNHCR’s experience, measures that simply aim at curbing the number of arrivals do not solve 
the problem of forced migration. Any meaningful approach must include a set of strong and 
determined actions to ensure a lasting peace in conflict-ridden countries as well as social and 
economic development in places of origin. 
 
I am pleased by the renewed commitment to support rescue efforts for those in danger at sea 
and in the desert. Saving lives has to remain central to the response, along with resolute action 
against smugglers. 
 
Many of those on the move are people fleeing war or persecution. I welcome the affirmation from 
several States today of the need to provide them with international protection. Ensuring access 
and strengthening asylum is fundamental in all countries of asylum and transit. Political stability 
and security in Libya are especially important to enable proper access to thousands of refugees 
and migrants stranded in the country. Most are currently suffering from severe abuses of human 
rights and unacceptable living conditions. 
 
The pledge to provide more resettlement opportunities for people in need of international 
protection from all regions along the central Mediterranean route and to speed up the EU 
relocation process from Italy and Greece is most welcome. Complementary pathways are also 
needed, including facilitating family reunification. These are all positive steps forward that need to 
be promptly implemented and expanded.” 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
UN Migration Agency Statement on International Day of the Disappeared  
2017-08-30 
Geneva - Nearly 23,000 migrant fatalities worldwide have been recorded by IOM, the UN 
Migration Agency’s Missing Migrants Project since 2014. Overall, 60,000 deaths on migration 
routes have been recorded in the last 20 years. However, not all deaths and disappearances are 
reported and/or recorded. In many regions of the world, migrants’ bodies are never found, and 
many more may never be identified. 
 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/8/59a50c614/statement-filippo-grandi-un-high-commissioner-refugees-paris-meeting-28.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/8/59a50c614/statement-filippo-grandi-un-high-commissioner-refugees-paris-meeting-28.html
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-statement-international-day-disappeared
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Each nameless death represents a devastated family missing a loved one. 
 
On the International Day of the Disappeared, it is vital that we remember the importance of 
saving lives also in relation to migrants. In many places around the world, men, women and 
children go missing during migration, some of whom are in detention without recourse to justice. 
The rights of migrants, including the right to life, must be protected in order to ensure that 
migration is safe, orderly, dignified and humane. 
 
Though efforts are being made both to save lives and to improve identification, the thousands of 
deaths recorded by IOM each year contain only partial information on the individuals that lose 
their lives. It is likely that many more go missing without a trace. 
 
The Mediterranean crossing, which has claimed the lives of nearly 15,000 migrants since it first 
made global headlines in October 2013, is just one example of the many deadly migration routes. 
Hundreds perish every year on the journey from Central America to the United States through 
Mexico, under the desert sun or are robbed, beaten and raped along the way. Migrants drown in 
the Bay of Bengal, or on their way from Indonesia to Australia, as they take dangerous sea 
passages in the hopes of a better life. Migrants die crossing the Sahara Desert into North Africa 
after being abandoned by smugglers, or drown in the Gulf of Aden as they try to reach the Middle 
East. Many more disappear and die without a trace. 
 
As we work to save the lives of migrants, we must also consider the families who remain to grieve 
them. A tragedy even less acknowledged than the terrible loss of life is the fact that many of the 
migrant dead remain nameless. Each migrant that remains unidentified signifies a family 
searching for news, hoping that their mother, father, son, daughter, brother, sister, aunt, uncle, 
cousin is still alive. These families may never be able to truly grieve because they do not know if 
they should. 
 
Globally, one in seven people are migrants, mostly moving within countries but also across 
borders. Limiting opportunities for safe and regular migration drives would-be migrants into the 
hands of smugglers, feeding an unscrupulous trade that threatens the lives of desperate people. 
Practical protection measures to guarantee safe and regular ways for migrants to reach their 
destinations are needed. Irregular migrants are human beings in need of protection and 
assistance. When will we start respecting them? 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Humanitarian Response: Governance – Leadership  
 
Editor’s Note: 
We capture just the announcement on Mark Lowcock assuming his new post as UN Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, but take special 
note of the closing remarks made by Stephen O’Brien in his final briefing to the UN Security 
Council below. 
 
New UN humanitarian chief Mark Lowcock assumes post 
(New York, 1 September 2017): Mark Lowcock of the United Kingdom began his tenure today as 
the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, and 
head of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 
 

https://reliefweb.int/node/2199369
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“The work of humanitarians around the world saves lives and transforms the life-chances of 
millions of people,” Mr. Lowcock said. “It is a privilege to take on this important role to advocate 
on behalf of the world’s most vulnerable people when the number of those needing assistance is 
at its highest since the end of World War II.” 
 
“Brave aid workers across the globe often work in dangerous places. I will join others in ensuring 
they are kept safe. I will also work closely with them to make humanitarian response more 
effective and efficient – at a time when it is needed most,” he said. 
 
Mr. Lowcock succeeds Stephen O’Brien, also of the UK. 
 
“I reiterate the Secretary-General’s expression of gratitude for Mr. O’Brien’s excellent work, 
dedication and commitment to the United Nations and global humanitarian action,” said Mr. 
Lowcock. The new Emergency Relief Coordinator brings to the position more than 30 years of 
experience leading and managing responses to humanitarian crises across the globe, as well as in 
strategic leadership in the international development arena. His previous post was Permanent 
Secretary in the UK’s Department for International Development. 
 
Based in New York, Mr. Lowcock begins his tenure as several protracted crises in Africa and the 
Middle East are deteriorating and climate-induced emergencies, sometimes combined with violent 
conflict, continue to wreak havoc on vulnerable communities. At the same time, UN-coordinated 
response plans remain severely underfunded. 
 
“There are a staggering 142 million people in need of aid and protection in the world today – but 
there are also countless organisations and individuals able to help, and donors willing to support 
our efforts. Together, we must ensure that we leave no-one in need of humanitarian assistance 
behind,” said Mr. Lowcock. 
 
::::::  
 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Stephen O'Brien, Statement to the Security Council on Syria, 30 August 2017 
Report from UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs  
Published on 30 Aug 2017  
[Closing text] 
Mr President, distinguished members of this Council, 
As I draw to a close, may I highlight a vital point. Ten days ago, we commemorated World 
Humanitarian Day, where we took time to pay tribute to all the brave women and men who have 
died in humanitarian service in Syria and around the world. Let us together honour them here 
today as well, and all of those who continue to risk their lives every day in Syria and elsewhere in 
their quest to help others. And let us also stand in solidarity with the millions of civilians in Syria 
whose lives have been destroyed by the conflict, their dignity obliterated, their loved ones killed, 
their towns reduced to rubble, their hope for the future shattered. We stand in solidarity with 
them to send a clear message to the world: civilians, humanitarians and health workers, wherever 
they are, are not a target. 
 
So, Mr President, as I take my leave, despite all the grave humanitarian challenges to our fellow 
human beings today in over 40 countries, I remain inspired and eternally grateful for the selfless, 
skilled, persistent, brave courageous work of the humanitarian and health workers around the 
world – in the field, as well as those running organisations and coordinating, be they in the United 
Nations or in international and local NGOs and partners – saving millions of lives, and in today’s 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-71
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-71
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world of overwhelmingly protracted, man-made, avoidable conflict settings, protecting civilians 
wherever possible. Yes, we have to have safe, unimpeded access and the absolute right to 
principled humanitarian relief through action in line with International Humanitarian Law to 
meeting need, and, yes, we will need more and more of the continuing generosity of an ever-
broadening number of donors of financial resources. And, yes, this is best done, for the scale 
necessary to meet exponential rising demand, through the coordinated United Nations and 
multilateral channels, as fully endorsed at the World Humanitarian Summit. 
 
But, Mr President, I also leave with a heavy heart as I survey this famous horseshoe table, where 
you, the 15 members of the Security Council representing the world’s hopes for peace and 
security, are charged as you are, even while representing your own capitals and their respective, 
competing perspectives, to rise above these 15 interests to reach the collective responsibility of 
the interest of all the peoples of the world by recognising and acting to put our common humanity 
to our fellow global citizens first – their lives and their protection. That is the humanitarian 
imperative, that is our, it is your, collective responsibility, collective accountability. In Syria, in 
Yemen, or in the countless other areas of today’s and tonight’s desperate man-made 
humanitarian needs of people caught up in conflict crises, surely what divides you on this Council 
cannot be more important than what must unite you and us all – our common humanity to relieve 
the suffering of the world’s most vulnerable and give hope and a future to those women, men, 
elderly, sick, and the children – the young girls and boys – caught up in crises, who deserve no 
less a life than each of you sitting round this horseshoe. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Human Rights – Medical Testing – HIV 
 
WHO, UNAIDS STATEMENT ON HIV TESTING SERVICES: NEW OPPORTUNITIES AND 
ONGOING CHALLENGES 
29 August 2017 :: 8 pages 
PDF: http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/2017_WHO-UNAIDS_statement_HIV-
testing-services_en.pdf 
[Excerpts; Text bolding from original] 
HIV testing services: new opportunities and ongoing challenges 
HIV testing services are an essential gateway to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support 
services. The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Joint United Nations Programme on 
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) endorse and encourage universal access to knowledge of HIV status. 
Increased access to and uptake of HIV testing is central to achieving the 90–90–90 targets1 
endorsed in the 2016 United Nations Political Declaration on Ending AIDS. However, at the end of 
2016, approximately 30% of people living with HIV were still unaware of their HIV status. Young 
people aged 15–24, adult males and people from key populations (men who have sex with men, 
transgender people, sex workers, people who inject drugs and people in prisons and other closed 
settings) often have significantly lower access to HIV testing services, are less likely to be linked 
to treatment and care and have lower levels of viral suppression.2 
 
There are many advantages to being tested. People who are found to be living with HIV can be 
linked to immediate offer of antiretroviral therapy. Early antiretroviral therapy maximizes the 
benefits for an individual’s health and effective antiretroviral therapy (when viral load suppression 
is achieved) can prevent HIV transmission to sexual and drug injecting partners and prevent 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV. Knowledge of HIV status also enables people to make 
informed personal decisions about using a range of effective HIV prevention options, including 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2017/2017_WHO-UNAIDS_statement_HIV-testing-services
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2017/2017_WHO-UNAIDS_statement_HIV-testing-services
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/2017_WHO-UNAIDS_statement_HIV-testing-services_en.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/2017_WHO-UNAIDS_statement_HIV-testing-services_en.pdf
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male and female condoms, harm reduction and pre- and post-exposure prophylaxis, or 
undergoing voluntary medical male circumcision. 
 
WHO and UNAIDS do not support mandatory or compulsory testing of individuals on 
public health grounds. HIV testing, no matter how it is delivered, must always respect 
personal choice and adhere to ethical and human rights principles. Public health 
strategies and human rights promotion are mutually reinforcing. WHO and UNAIDS continue to 
highlight that all HIV testing services must adhere to the WHO “5 Cs”: 
 
1. Consent. HIV testing is a choice. Everybody should be given the opportunity to test for HIV, but 
an individual’s decision to take an HIV test must always be voluntary. People being offered testing 
for HIV must give informed consent. This means that they need to be informed of the process for 
HIV testing and confirming the results, the services that are available depending on the results 
and their right to refuse testing without consequences. Mandatory, compulsory or coerced testing 
is never appropriate, regardless of where that coercion comes from: health-care providers, 
partners, family members, employers, law enforcement officials or others. 
 
2. Confidentiality. Testing services must be confidential, meaning that the test results and the 
content of discussions between the person tested and the testing provider, counsellor and/or 
other health-care workers will not be disclosed to anyone else without the consent of the person 
tested. 
 
3. Counselling. Appropriate and high-quality brief pre-test information and post-test counselling 
tailored to the person and the test results must be available. 
 
4. Correct results. It is critical that the HIV test results delivered to individuals are correct. To 
ensure that test results are accurate, all testing must be performed in accordance with WHO or 
national quality assurance systems and standards, including the use of the appropriate testing 
strategy based on the characteristics of the local epidemic, and with a validated testing algorithm. 
The test results must be communicated to the person tested unless that person subsequently 
decides that they do not wish to receive the results. 
 
5. Connections. Linkage to HIV prevention, treatment and care and support services should be 
supported through concrete and well-resourced patient referral, support and/or tracking 
systems… 
 
Mandatory testing 
The only situations where WHO and UNAIDS support mandatory HIV testing are: 
:: Screening for HIV and other bloodborne infections of all blood destined for transfusion or for 
the manufacture of blood products. 
:: Screening of donors prior to all procedures involving the transfer of bodily fluids or body parts, 
such as artificial insemination, corneal grafts and organ transplant. 
 
WHO and UNAIDS do not support mandatory or compulsory testing of individuals on 
public health grounds. 
 
1 Whereby, by 2020, 90% of people (children, adolescents and adults, males and females) living 
with HIV know their status, 
90% of people living with HIV who know their status are receiving antiretroviral treatment and 
90% of people on treatment have 
suppressed viral loads. 
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2 UNAIDS. Ending AIDS: progress towards the 90–90–90 targets. Geneva: UNAIDS, 2017. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Press Freedom - Sustainability 
 
The Guardian announces the launch of a new US nonprofit to support story-telling and 
independent journalism  
theguardian.org has already raised over $1m in philanthropic grants 
New York, NY, August 28, 2017: The Guardian today announces the public launch of 
theguardian.org, a new nonprofit to support quality independent journalism around some of the 
most pressing issues of our time.  
 
Set up by the Scott Trust, theguardian.org will raise funds from individuals and foundations and 
direct them towards projects that advance public discourse and citizen participation around issues 
such as climate change, human rights, global development and inequality.  
 
In its first months of operation, theguardian.org has secured more than $1m in grants which 
include: 
:: Skoll Foundation funding for a solutions-oriented series on climate change in America; 
:: Support from Humanity United to allow the Guardian to continue its in-depth look at modern 
day slavery; and 
:: A grant from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation to support compelling journalism on the subject 
of early childhood development.  
 
In addition to providing grants to support powerful story-telling and independent journalism, the 
new organization will work to advance freedom of expression and freedom of the press, and 
explore opportunities for partnerships across academia, think tanks, non-profits, and other 
organizations.  
 
The creation of theguardian.org, which has tax-exempt status and is overseen by an independent 
board, builds on the Guardian’s long-standing tradition of partnering with like-minded 
philanthropic organizations in order to produce impactful, editorially-independent journalism. The 
Guardian currently maintains 12 partnerships supporting journalism and in the last 12 months 
have added $6m in multi-year funding commitments. 
 
The Guardian’s longest-standing philanthropic partners include:  
:: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation funding for the Global Development site; 
:: Ford Foundation support for reporting on women’s rights and inequality; 
:: Rockefeller Foundation support for the Guardian’s Cities site, which focuses on building resilient 
cities 
 
theguardian.org is chaired by John Paton, founder and former CEO of Digital First Media and a 
member of the GMG Board of Directors. John is joined on the board by two independent 
members, Asha Curran and Lenny Mendonca.  
 
It is run by Rachel White, president of theguardian.org, who is also the Guardian’s global EVP of 
philanthropic and strategic partnerships. Rachel White said:  
 

https://www.theguardian.com/gnm-press-office/2017/aug/28/the-guardian-announces-the-launch-of-a-new-us-nonprofit-to-support-story-telling-and-independent-journalism
https://www.theguardian.com/gnm-press-office/2017/aug/28/the-guardian-announces-the-launch-of-a-new-us-nonprofit-to-support-story-telling-and-independent-journalism
http://theguardian.org/
http://guardian.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/series/climate-change-in-the-us--the-dangers-and-the-solutions
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/series/modern-day-slavery-in-focus
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/series/modern-day-slavery-in-focus
http://theguardian.org/
https://theguardian.org/about-us/
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“The connection between powerful story-telling and social cause has never been more vital. 
Across the past six years, philanthropy has played an increasingly significant role in supporting 
Guardian journalism on issues that critically inform the public--climate change, inequality, 
women’s rights, and more. The creation of theguardian.org makes it possible for us to forge key 
strategic partnerships, and engage a wider range of individuals and philanthropic organizations in 
supporting our global ground-breaking storytelling and reporting.”… 
 
Please visit theguardian.org for more information. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Governance – Technology/Human Rights 
 
How to Regulate Artificial Intelligence 
By OREN ETZIONISEPT. 1, 2017  
New York Times, The Opinion Pages | Op-Ed Contributor  
[Text bolding by Editor] 
The technology entrepreneur Elon Musk recently urged the nation’s governors to regulate artificial 
intelligence “before it’s too late.” Mr. Musk insists that artificial intelligence represents an 
“existential threat to humanity,” an alarmist view that confuses A.I. science with science fiction. 
Nevertheless, even A.I. researchers like me recognize that there are valid concerns about its 
impact on weapons, jobs and privacy. It’s natural to ask whether we should develop A.I. at all. 
I believe the answer is yes. But shouldn’t we take steps to at least slow down progress on A.I., in 
the interest of caution? The problem is that if we do so, then nations like China will overtake us.  
The A.I. horse has left the barn, and our best bet is to attempt to steer it. A.I. should not be 
weaponized, and any A.I. must have an impregnable “off switch.” Beyond that, we should 
regulate the tangible impact of A.I. systems (for example, the safety of autonomous vehicles) 
rather than trying to define and rein in the amorphous and rapidly developing field of A.I. 
 
I propose three rules for artificial intelligence systems that are inspired by, yet 
develop further, the “three laws of robotics” that the writer Isaac Asimov introduced 
in 1942: A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human 
being to come to harm; a robot must obey the orders given it by human beings, except 
when such orders would conflict with the previous law; and a robot must protect its 
own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with the previous two laws. 
 
These three laws are elegant but ambiguous: What, exactly, constitutes harm when it comes to 
A.I.? I suggest a more concrete basis for avoiding A.I. harm, based on three rules of my own. 
 
First, an A.I. system must be subject to the full gamut of laws that apply to its human 
operator. This rule would cover private, corporate and government systems. We don’t want A.I. 
to engage in cyberbullying, stock manipulation or terrorist threats; we don’t want the F.B.I. to 
release A.I. systems that entrap people into committing crimes. We don’t want autonomous 
vehicles that drive through red lights, or worse, A.I. weapons that violate international treaties. 
 
Our common law should be amended so that we can’t claim that our A.I. system did something 
that we couldn’t understand or anticipate. Simply put, “My A.I. did it” should not excuse illegal 
behavior. 
 

http://theguardian.org/
http://theguardian.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/01/opinion/artificial-intelligence-regulations-rules.html
http://thehill.com/policy/technology/342345-elon-musk-we-need-to-regulate-ai-before-its-too-late
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My second rule is that an A.I. system must clearly disclose that it is not human. As we 
have seen in the case of bots — computer programs that can engage in increasingly sophisticated 
dialogue with real people — society needs assurances that A.I. systems are clearly labeled as 
such. In 2016, a bot known as Jill Watson, which served as a teaching assistant for an online 
course at Georgia Tech, fooled students into thinking it was human. A more serious example is 
the widespread use of pro-Trump political bots on social media in the days leading up to the 2016 
elections, according to researchers at Oxford. 
 
My rule would ensure that people know when a bot is impersonating someone. We have already 
seen, for example, @DeepDrumpf — a bot that humorously impersonated Donald Trump on 
Twitter. A.I. systems don’t just produce fake tweets; they also produce fake news videos. 
Researchers at the University of Washington recently released a fake video of former President 
Barack Obama in which he convincingly appeared to be speaking words that had been grafted 
onto video of him talking about something entirely different. 
 
My third rule is that an A.I. system cannot retain or disclose confidential information 
without explicit approval from the source of that information. Because of their 
exceptional ability to automatically elicit, record and analyze information, A.I. systems are in a 
prime position to acquire confidential information. Think of all the conversations that Amazon 
Echo — a “smart speaker” present in an increasing number of homes — is privy to, or the 
information that your child may inadvertently divulge to a toy such as an A.I. Barbie. Even 
seemingly innocuous housecleaning robots create maps of your home. That is information you 
want to make sure you control. 
 
My three A.I. rules are, I believe, sound but far from complete. I introduce them here as a 
starting point for discussion. Whether or not you agree with Mr. Musk’s view about A.I.’s rate of 
progress and its ultimate impact on humanity (I don’t), it is clear that A.I. is coming. Society 
needs to get ready. 
 
Oren Etzioni is the chief executive of the Allen Institute for Artificial Intelligence. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Yemen 
 
World Bank Mobilizes US$200 Million to Combat Cholera in Yemen  
    WASHINGTON, August 25, 2017 – WASHINGTON, August 25, 2017 – The World Bank 
announced today an emergency US$200 million grant to support Yemen as it struggles to contain 
one of the world’s largest cholera outbreaks. This will strengthen the country's health, water and 
sanitation systems, addressing the source of the epidemic and improving systems to prevent 
future outbreaks.  
   The integrated support package financed by the new grant will include the training of 7,500 
health workers, strengthening the local capacity to treat and manage cholera cases, provision of 
bulk chlorination of water supplies, rehabilitation of critical wastewater treatment plants, 
supporting mass communication and social mobilization campaigns, and supporting one the 
largest ever cholera vaccine campaigns aiming to reach millions of Yemenis.  
   …Combatting the cholera epidemic, which has reached over 500,000 cases, is complicated by 
the fact that less than half of health facilities in Yemen are functioning and nearly 15 million 
people have no access to medical care. The health part of the new program will accelerate 
support to current efforts to support 65 hospitals and more than 1,000 primary health care 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/18/technology/automated-pro-trump-bots-overwhelmed-pro-clinton-messages-researchers-say.html
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/28/world-bank-mobilizes-us200-million-to-combat-cholera-in-yemen
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centers, new cholera treatment centers and oral rehydration points, along with strengthening the 
local disease surveillance and laboratory investigation capacity. In addition, the grant will support 
the health systems by establishing rapid response teams and training community health workers 
as well as mobile health and nutrition teams who can reach remote communities and provide 
medical services and lifesaving information; including on how to avoid infection from 
communicable diseases such as cholera and acute watery diarrhoea.  
 
 
Ahead of U.N.’s Child Rights Blacklist, Saudis Stress Their Aid to Yemen 
By RICK GLADSTONE 
New York Times, AUG. 28, 2017  
 
Saudi diplomats have devoted enormous time and effort in recent days to emphasizing how much 
aid their kingdom has given to the war-ravaged civilians of Yemen. 
 
In at least three events last week at the United Nations, the Saudis stressed that they are, by far, 
the top donors of food, medicine and money to their neighbor. 
 
But Yemen has been upended for more than two years by a conflict between Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels and a Saudi-led military coalition, and critics note that the kingdom’s public relations 
campaign comes as the United Nations secretary general is weighing a decision that could 
embarrass Saudi Arabia: whether to put it on a list of countries that kill and maim children in war. 
 
The secretary general, António Guterres, has been reviewing an annual report, called “Children 
and Armed Conflict,” which he is expected to release soon. In previous years, the report has 
included an annex that lists armies deemed responsible for killing and wounding children. 
 
Whether Mr. Guterres will put Saudi Arabia on the so-called child-killer list this year has become a 
matter of intense conjecture, intensified in recent days by reports of Saudi bombings that killed 
civilians in Yemen. There is also alarm over famine and disease in the country, with the United 
Nations describing the situation as the world’s largest humanitarian crisis…. 
 
…Fabienne Vinet, a spokeswoman for Ms. Gamba, referred queries about the report to Mr. 
Guterres’s press office. 
 
Saudi Arabia’s campaign at the United Nations to emphasize its humanitarian generosity in Yemen 
has been led by Abdallah Y. al-Mouallimi, the Saudi ambassador, and Abdullah al-Rabeeah, an 
adviser to the Royal Court and head of the country’s leading charity. 
 
At a briefing last week at the Saudi Mission to the United Nations, the two men stressed to 
representatives of the organization’s humanitarian agencies that Saudi assistance to Yemen had 
exceeded $8 billion since the conflict began. 
 
They also pledged to improve humanitarian access on the ground in Yemen, a recurrent issue for 
aid groups who have complained of what they describe as Saudi impediments to sending and 
distributing emergency relief… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Emergencies 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/28/world/middleeast/saudi-yemen-united-nations-guterres-child-deaths.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/yemen/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/u/united_nations/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/saudiarabia/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/08/23/world/middleeast/yemen-cholera-humanitarian-crisis.html
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POLIO  
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 30 August 2017 [GPEI] 
:: Pakistan and Afghanistan polio eradication teams convened last week in Islamabad to follow up 
on the southern corridor (Quetta Block – Greater Kandahar) joint planning for the upcoming low 
transmission season. The meeting was attended by the national teams as well as the staff from 
the southern region of Afghanistan and Balochistan province of Pakistan. 
 
:: Summary of newly-reported viruses this week: Pakistan: two new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) 
environmental positive samples; Syria:  six new circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 
(cVDPV2) cases; and, DR Congo:  one new cVDPV2 cases.  Additionally, pre-notification was 
received this week of a new WPV1 case from Karachi, Pakistan, the first in Karachi since January 
2016.  The case will be officially reflected in next week’s global data reporting. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 2 September 2017] 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified. 
Nigeria - No new announcements identified. 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified. 
The Syrian Arab Republic - No new announcements identified. 
Yemen - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 2 September 2017] 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified.   
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar  - No new announcements identified  
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is 
the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Iraq  
:: Iraq: Humanitarian Bulletin, August 2017 | Issued on 1 September 
:: OCHA Iraq | Telafar Flash Update #2: Telafar Humanitarian Response, 29 August 2017 [AR/KU] 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: 31 Aug 2017  Syria Operation Overview (August 2017) 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/iraq
http://reliefweb.int/node/2198419
http://reliefweb.int/node/2193049
https://www.unocha.org/syria
http://reliefweb.int/node/2197579
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:: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Stephen 
O'Brien, Statement to the Security Council on Syria, 30 August 2017  30 Aug 2017  
 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Nigeria   
:: Nigeria – North-East Flash Update No. 1 – Cholera Outbreak, 1 September 2017 
 
Somalia   
:: 31 Aug 2017  Somalia: Threat of famine persists 
:: Humanitarian Bulletin Somalia August 2017 | Issued on 31 August 2017 
 
DRC - No new announcements identified  
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified. 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or 
global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. 
Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
1 September 2017  
SG/SM/18662 
Secretary-General Voices Concern Over Reported Myanmar Security Excesses, Urges 
Calm, Restraint 
The following statement was issued today by the Spokesperson for UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres: 
 
30 August 2017  
SC/12973 
Emergency Relief Coordinator Decries Failure on Syria, Calls for Referral to 
International Criminal Court, in Final Security Council Briefing 
   Despite having briefed the Security Council more than two dozen times on the brutal conflict 
raging in Syria, the United Nations top humanitarian official today stressed that “none of us can 
escape a share in the shame” of not having ended the tragedy, as he addressed the 15-member 
body for the final time. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
28 August 2017  

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-71
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-71
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
http://reliefweb.int/node/2199219
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://reliefweb.int/node/2196864
http://reliefweb.int/node/2197699
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18662.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18662.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12973.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12973.doc.htm
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SC/12967 
Security, Economic, Governance Woes Fuel Deepening Humanitarian Crisis in Libya, 
Special Representative Tells Security Council 
Amid a host of security, economic and governance challenges, a “window of opportunity” had 
emerged in Libya — home to the United Nations largest diplomatic mission — and it was up to its 
people to seize it, stressed the Organization’s top official in the country as he briefed the Security 
Council today. 
 
29 August 2017  
SG/SM/18656-DC/3732 
Condemning Latest Democratic People’s Republic of Korea Missile Launch, Secretary-
General Says Action Undermines Regional Security, Stability 
 
28 August 2017  
SG/SM/18653-DC/3731-OBV/1738 
Pyongyang’s Actions Show Even Strongest Norm No Substitute for Binding 
Prohibition, Secretary-General Says, in Message for International Day Against Nuclear 
Tests 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 2 September 
2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Battle to regain Raqqa must not be about defeating ISIL at all costs – Zeid 
 
Venezuela: Human rights violations indicate ‘policy to repress’ - UN report 
 
Myanmar: Worsening cycle of violence in Rakhine must be broken urgently, UN expert warns 
 
UN expert concerned at condition of prisoners on hunger strike in Iran 
 
Alarming deterioration in northern Rakhine was preventable, Zeid says, urging restraint  
 
Egypt extends its assault on freedom of expression by blocking dozens of websites – UN experts 
warn 
 
UN Committee on Migrant Workers to review Ecuador, Indonesia and Mexico 
 
UN expert on the rights of persons with disabilities to visit Kazakhstan 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children 
 [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12967.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12967.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18656.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18656.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18653.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18653.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18653.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22015&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22007&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22018&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22017&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22004&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22008&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22008&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22014&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22013&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
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SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 2 September 2017] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
30 Aug 2017  
Progress Achieved to Protect Children in Past 20-Years Threaten by Ongoing Crisis – 
UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict Annual Report to General 
Assembly 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
1 September 2017 
:: New UN humanitarian chief Mark Lowcock assumes post 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
:: Nigeria – North-East Flash Update No. 1 – Cholera Outbreak, 1 September 2017 
 
31 August 2017 
:: Myanmar Humanitarian News Digest - August 2017 
:: UN pooled funds allocate US$21 million to provide vital assistance to thousands of people in 
need of humanitarian assistance in newly accessible areas in Sudan [EN/AR] 
 
30 August 2017 
:: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Stephen 
O'Brien, Statement to the Security Council on Syria, 30 August 2017 
:: RD Congo : Note d’information du 30 août 2017 
 
29 August 2017 
:: UN’s Global Central Emergency Response Fund releases $45 million to the world’s most 
neglected crises 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/ 
Selected News Releases 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/progress-achieved-to-protect-children-in-past-20-years-threaten-by-ongoing-crisis-un-special-representative-for-children-and-armed-conflict-annual-report-to-general-assembly/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/progress-achieved-to-protect-children-in-past-20-years-threaten-by-ongoing-crisis-un-special-representative-for-children-and-armed-conflict-annual-report-to-general-assembly/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/progress-achieved-to-protect-children-in-past-20-years-threaten-by-ongoing-crisis-un-special-representative-for-children-and-armed-conflict-annual-report-to-general-assembly/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/2199369
https://reliefweb.int/node/2199219
https://reliefweb.int/node/2198864
https://reliefweb.int/node/2197209
https://reliefweb.int/node/2197209
https://reliefweb.int/node/2195964
https://reliefweb.int/node/2195964
https://reliefweb.int/node/2195239
https://reliefweb.int/node/2193714
https://reliefweb.int/node/2193714
https://www.unicef.org/media/
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UNICEF scaling up its emergency response in Bangladesh 
   DHAKA, 31 August 2017 - UNICEF with partners are scaling up the emergency response in the 
flood-affected northern and central parts of Bangladesh. UNICEF is also providing urgent support 
in Cox’s Bazar district with the recent influx of Rohingya children and their families. Children are 
the hardest hit and require the support to survive and outlive the physical and mental trauma of 
flood and displacement.  
 
More than 180 million people lack basic drinking water in countries ravaged by 
conflict or unrest - UNICEF 
   NEW YORK/STOCKHOLM, 29 August 2017 – More than 180 million people do not have access to 
basic drinking water in countries affected by conflict, violence and instability* around the world, 
UNICEF warned today, as World Water Week gets under way.  
 
UNICEF statement on the denial of Baquer Namazi’s appeal of his 10-year prison 
sentence 
   NEW YORK, 28 August 2017 – “The whole UNICEF family is deeply saddened to learn that the 
appeal of the 10-year prison sentence of Baquer Namazi, our respected former colleague, has 
been denied.  
 
Spread of acute watery diarrhoea and suspected cholera slows in Yemen amid 
unprecedented response efforts from unsung local heroes 
   AMMAN/SANA’A, 28 August, 2017 – The Yemeni people continue to be hit by an unprecedented 
and mostly man-made humanitarian crisis. Amid the suffering, ordinary Yemenis are leading a 
heroic daily fight against acute watery diarrhoea and cholera which is now paying off.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
Statement by the UN Refugee Agency on two-year anniversary of death of Alan Kurdi 
31 Aug 2017 
 
Australia should not coerce vulnerable people to return to harm 29 Aug 2017 
 
Statement by Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for Refugees on the Paris 
meeting of 28 August 28 Aug 2017 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Briefing Notes  
UNHCR urges open borders for people fleeing violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State 29 
Aug 2017 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
Working Group on Return and Reintegration Meets to Discuss Migration Management 
in West Africa 
2017-09-01 02:15 
   Niamey –The Migration Dialogue for West Africa (MIDWA) Thematic Working Group (TWG) on 
Return and Reintegration met in Niamey, Niger, from 30-31 August. 

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100718.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100710.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100710.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100708.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100708.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100707.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_100707.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/8/59a82b2a4/statement-un-refugee-agency-two-year-anniversary-death-alan-kurdi.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/8/59a558104/australia-coerce-vulnerable-people-return-harm.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/8/59a50c614/statement-filippo-grandi-un-high-commissioner-refugees-paris-meeting-28.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/8/59a50c614/statement-filippo-grandi-un-high-commissioner-refugees-paris-meeting-28.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/8/59a52fda4/unhcr-urges-open-borders-people-fleeing-violence-myanmars-rakhine-state.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/working-group-return-and-reintegration-meets-discuss-migration-management-west-africa-0
http://www.iom.int/news/working-group-return-and-reintegration-meets-discuss-migration-management-west-africa-0


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
UN Migration Agency (IOM) Calls for Restraint, More Aid for Civilians Fleeing Myanmar  
2017-08-30 21:52 
   Geneva - UN Migration Agency (IOM) Director General William Lacy Swing today called on all 
parties in Myanmar to exercise restraint following fresh violence in Rakhine State. 
 
UN Migration Agency Statement on International Day of the Disappeared  
2017-08-30 15:40 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
No Migrant Deaths at Sea in Last 20 Days as Mediterranean Arrivals Reach 121,517 for 
2017 
2017-08-29 17:23 
   Geneva – Since 9 August, IOM, the UN Migration Agency, has not received any reports of 
migrant deaths in the Mediterranean. 
 
UN Migration Agency Launches Study to Help Scale up Formal Remittances to Ethiopia 
2017-08-29 16:24 
   Addis Ababa – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, last week (24/08) launched Scaling up Formal 
Remittances to Ethiopia, a research study that explores increasing the volume and value of formal 
remittances to Ethiopia. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 2 September 2017]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Statement 
WHO, UNAIDS STATEMENT ON HIV TESTING SERVICES: NEW OPPORTUNITIES AND 
ONGOING CHALLENGES 
29 August 2017  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 2 September 2017] 
Rapidly responding to cholera in north-eastern Nigeria 
    30 August 2017 – WHO and partners are moving swiftly to help health authorities contain a 
cholera outbreak in a camp for internally displaced people in north-eastern Nigeria. A total of 69 
cases have been reported in a camp on the outskirts of the state capital Maiduguri, which is home 
to 44 000 people displaced by conflict and famine.  
 
Sixty-Seventh WHO Regional Committee for Africa  
    28 August 2017 – WHO Director-General Dr Tedros' remarks at the Sixty-Seventh WHO 
Regional Committee for Africa 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
:: Sixty-seventh session of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa 
   The Sixty-seventh session of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa is taking place in Victoria 
Falls, Zimbabwe, from 28 August to 01 September 2017. The Regional Committee, comprising 

http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-iom-calls-restraint-more-aid-civilians-fleeing-myanmar
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-statement-international-day-disappeared
http://www.iom.int/news/no-migrant-deaths-sea-last-20-days-mediterranean-arrivals-reach-121517-2017
http://www.iom.int/news/no-migrant-deaths-sea-last-20-days-mediterranean-arrivals-reach-121517-2017
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-launches-study-help-scale-formal-remittances-ethiopia
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2017/2017_WHO-UNAIDS_statement_HIV-testing-services
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2017/2017_WHO-UNAIDS_statement_HIV-testing-services
http://www.who.int/entity/emergencies/nigeria/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/dg/speeches/2017/regional-committee-africa/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/media-centre/events/sixty-seventh-session-who-regional-committee-africa
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health ministers from the 47 countries in the Region, is the Governing Body of WHO in the African 
Region. 
:: Nigeria - State governments garner support for 2017-18 Measles vaccination campaign. 
01 September 2017   
:: Nigeria - WHO provides unprecedented support to Nigeria’s Coordination Center to close 
perennial routine immunization gaps  01 September 2017  
:: Uganda - Ministry of Health and partners gear up to control and eliminate Schistosomiasis in 
Uganda  31 August 2017  
:: Nigeria - WHO and partners supporting health authorities rapidly respond to Cholera outbreak 
in North-Eastern Nigeria  30 August 2017  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: 70th Regional Committee session of WHO South-East Asia Region 
 
   Building health systems resilient to climate change, improving access to essential medicines for 
all and intensifying efforts to end tuberculosis are among key issues that will be discussed next 
week at a meeting of health ministers of WHO South-East Asia Region, home to nearly a quarter 
of the global population.  
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: WHO Director-General makes first visit to WHO/Europe in Copenhagen 01-09-2017  
:: Transforming primary care services in Kazakhstan 01-09-2017  
::  Regional Committee: making decisions on key health priorities for the European Region 29-08-
2017  
:: Towards tobacco-free generations: children neurobiologically vulnerable to nicotine but still a 
target of tobacco marketing 29-08-2017 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Pacific health ministers gather to address islands’ key health challenges, solutions 
   RAROTONGA, Cook Islands, 29 August 2017 - Health ministers from 20 Pacific island countries 
and areas convened yesterday in the Cook Islands for the 12th Pacific Health Ministers Meeting. 
The biennial gathering seeks to reaffirm the importance of the Healthy Islands vision in promoting 
and protecting the health of the Pacific islands people.  
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
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http://www.afro.who.int/news/state-governments-garner-support-2017-18-measles-vaccination-campaign
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/nigeria
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-provides-unprecedented-support-nigerias-coordination-center-close-perennial-routine
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-provides-unprecedented-support-nigerias-coordination-center-close-perennial-routine
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/uganda
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http://www.afro.who.int/countries/nigeria
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http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-and-partners-supporting-health-authorities-rapidly-respond-cholera-outbreak-north-eastern
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2017/1653/en/index.html
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2017/09/who-director-general-makes-first-visit-to-whoeurope-in-copenhagen2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/kazakhstan/news/news/2017/08/transforming-primary-care-services-in-kazakhstan2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/governance/regional-committee-for-europe/67th-session/news/news/2017/08/regional-committee-making-decisions-on-key-health-priorities-for-the-european-region2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/tobacco/news/news/2017/08/towards-tobacco-free-generations-children-neurobiologically-vulnerable-to-nicotine-but-still-a-target-of-tobacco-marketing
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/tobacco/news/news/2017/08/towards-tobacco-free-generations-children-neurobiologically-vulnerable-to-nicotine-but-still-a-target-of-tobacco-marketing
http://www.emro.who.int/
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http://www.wpro.who.int/entity/southpacific/mediacentre/releases/2017/phmm2017_dayone/en/index.html
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UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 2 September 2017] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
September 1, 2017 
Who might be left behind in the SDGs 
   By Tom Moultrie The Sustainable Development Goals that nations have committed themselves 
to striving to reach by 2030 represent a watershed in the global development agenda. Vast 
resources will be allocated internationally and at all levels of government to maximise their effect. 
Yet, while this agenda and the efforts that will be expended to meet it must be welcomed, the 
global development community should not be blinded to aspects of the agenda that should give 
pause for thought. Here, two such aspects are highlighted. The first relates to the mantra that no 
one should be left behind. The second, to the risk that in the rush to measure, monitor and track 
progress towards meeting the SDGs, countries in the global South may find themselves 
disempowered. 
 
August 30, 2017 
Rising to the Challenge: Malaysia’s contribution to the SDGs 
   In order to bring attention to sustainable development and share from the experience of the 
many initiatives taking place in Malaysia, SDSN Malaysia has collated local projects and their best 
practices into a book. The aim is to provide an engaging overview of the various initiatives 
available to achieve the SDGs. In 2014, the network […] 

 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Sixth meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The sixth meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 11 to 14 November 2017 in Manama, Kingdom of 
Bahrain. The meeting will be hosted by The Bahrain Center for Strategic, International and Energy 
Studies (DERASAT).  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unsdsn.org/news/2017/09/01/who-might-be-left-behind/
http://unsdsn.org/news/2017/08/30/rising-to-the-challenge-malaysias-contribution-to-the-sdgs/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-06/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
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28 Aug 2017 
Hurricane Harvey underlines need for strong risk governance 
   The UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Disaster Risk Reduction, Mr. Robert 
Glasser today extended his condolences to the people of the US State of Texas for the loss of life 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey which has affected millions along the coastline. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
[Website not responding at inquiry] 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
30.08.17 
Literacy in a digital world at heart of International Literacy Day, 8 September 2017 
   This year’s UNESCO International Literacy Prizes will be awarded to laureates from Canada, 
Colombia, Jordan, Pakistan and South Africa on the occasion of International Literacy Day, 
celebrated on 8 September. This year’s Literacy Prizes and celebration will focus on literacy in a 
digital world. 
   The prize-giving ceremony will be organized at UNESCO Headquarters and be part of the 
Organization’s  global celebration of the Day, held in the context of the 2030 Education Agenda by 
which the international community has pledged to ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and lifelong learning for all. 
   This year’s event will bring together stakeholders and decision-makers from different parts of 
the world to examine how digital technology can help close the literacy gap and gain better 
understanding of the skills needed in today’s societies. This is particularly important considering 
that 750 million illiterate people around the world, 63% of whom are women, still lack basic 
reading and writing skills. This population includes 102 million young people (aged 15-24), of 
whom 57% are female, according to UNESCO Institute for Statistics. 
   “Digital technologies permeate all spheres of our lives, fundamentally shaping how we live, 
work, learn and socialize,” says UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova in her message for the 
Day. She emphasizes the importance of rethinking and improving skills required to take part in the 
digital world: “These new technologies are opening vast new opportunities to improve our lives 
and connect globally—but they can also marginalize those who lack the essential skills, like 
literacy, needed to navigate them.”… 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
28/08/2017 –  
UNODC cements close ties with Japan through strategic dialogue on drugs, crime and 
terrorism 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted August 31, 2017 
First State of Palestine Cities Report recommends National Urbanization Policy 

http://www.unisdr.org/archive/54677
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
http://en.unesco.org/news/literacy-digital-world-heart-international-literacy-day-8-september-2017
http://en.unesco.org/themes/literacy-all/literacy-day
http://uis.unesco.org/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/August/unodc-cements-close-ties-with-japan-through-strategic-dialogue-on-drugs--crime-and-terrorism.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/August/unodc-cements-close-ties-with-japan-through-strategic-dialogue-on-drugs--crime-and-terrorism.html
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
https://unhabitat.org/first-state-of-palestine-cities-report-recommends-national-urbanization-policy/
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   Ramallah, 31 August 2017 –The first State of Palestine Cities Report calls for development of a 
National Urban Policy and recommends that more effort should be made to improve the planning 
and governance frameworks, mainstream public participation... 
 
UN-Habitat issues occupancy certificates to returnees in Sinuni/Sinjar, Ninewah 
Governorate 
Sinuni, 31 August 2017: To ensure tenure security to Iraqui Yazidi people, UN-Habitat has handed 
over occupancy certificates for renovated houses to returnees in Sinuni and Sinjar in the Ninewah 
Governorate. Following the ISIL/Da’ish offensive on Sinjar... 
 
Minecraft for community participation to design public space  in Gaza Strip 
   Rafah, Gaza Strip, 25 August , 2017 – UN-Habitat in partnership with UN Women, the 
Palestinian Housing Council, Aisha Association for Woman and child protection, and GGateway are 
creating a safe and inclusive public space in the Al-Shoka area in Rafah city in order to improve 
the urban environment and the living conditions of residents, in particular children and youth. 
   The initiative is pioneering the use of the popular Minecraft video game for the first time in 
Gaza Strip as a tool to engage the community in the design process of the public space, and 
builds on UN Habitat’s previous public space interventions in Sur Baher and Wadi Al Joz 
neighbourhoods in East Jerusalem. 
   Around 40 community members, mainly youth and women, participated in the 3 day workshop 
that included discussions on good public space design, the importance of community participation, 
and how to use Minecraft as a tool for engaging the community in the design process. The 
participants were divided into teams and built their visions of the public space within the virtual 
environment of Minecraft… 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
World Congress on Safety and Health in Singapore 
New Global Estimates on Workplace Injury and Illness and Emerging OSH Challenges 
to be presented   
29 August 2017  
 
Blog 
What does the future of work hold in store for the auto industry?   
29 August 2017  
   The automotive industry is a sector of prime importance for the ILO, not only because of its 
economic weight but also because of its history. Since the days of Henry Ford, the evolution of 
this industry in terms of work organization, modes of production and technology has often served 
as an inspiration for other economic sectors. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
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IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
Publish Date: 1 September 2017  
Rainfall extremes cause widespread socio-economic impacts  
   Precipitation extremes – in terms of both excess and deficient rainfall - has caused serious 
disruption with widespread socio-economic impacts in many countries in recent weeks. WMO has 
compiled a summary of some of the high-impact events…  
 
WMO expert team statement on Hurricane Harvey  
Publish Date: 1 September 2017  
   The WMO Expert Team on Climate Impacts on Tropical Cyclones has issued a statement on 
possible linkages between Hurricane Harvey and anthropogenic climate change. The Expert Team 
consists of renowned international scientists and is a working group of the WMO World Weather 
Research Programme.  
 
Hurricane Harvey causes catastrophic floods in USA  
Publish Date: 28 August 2017  
   Unprecedented rainfall totals from tropical cyclone Harvey caused catastrophic flooding in 
southeastern Texas and southeastern Louisiana, leaving dozens of casualties, displacing 
thousands and causing huge economic disruption. Warnings and advisories from the US National 
Hurricane Center and US National Weather Service were pivotal in the disaster mobilization effort. 
Large parts of southeast Texas saw more than 30-35 inches (762-889 mm) with isolated amounts 
up to 42 inches (1067 mm) of rain since 24 August. Cedar Bayou in Texas received 51.88 inches 
of rain (1.3 meters), according to the U....  
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
News 
Helping boost the transition towards a circular economy in Latin America 
   MONTEVIDEO, 31 August 2017 – The first ever Forum on Circular Economy for Latin America 
will take place from 7–8 September in Montevideo, Uruguay, to inspire and drive the transition 
towards circular economy... 
 
New UNIDO report explores potential of Industry 4.0 to accelerate transition towards 
sustainable energy 
   VIENNA/POTSDAM/BALI, 30 August 2017 - A new report launched today by the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) looks into the opportunities and challenges of the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution, also referred to... 
 
New tool will help the textile industry reduce water consumption 
   VIENNA, 28 August 2017 – DNV GL and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) have today launched a new tool to help the textile industry manage water consumption 
in a more sustainable  
 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f%5b0%5d=type%3Anews
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/rainfall-extremes-cause-widespread-socio-economic-impacts
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/wmo-expert-team-statement-hurricane-harvey
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/hurricane-harvey-causes-catastrophic-floods-usa
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/helping-boost-the-tr.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/new-unido-report-exp.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/new-unido-report-exp.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/new-tool-will-help-t.html


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
USAID [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
September 2, 2017 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Visit to South Sudan  
   USAID Administrator Mark Green visited the Republic of South Sudan September 1-2, and on 
Friday he met with South Sudanese President Salva Kiir in Juba. Administrator Green stressed the 
urgent need for President Kiir and his Government to both acknowledge and address the 
worsening humanitarian crisis in South Sudan. 
 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Meeting with African Union Chairperson Moussa 
Faki Mahamat  
August 31, 2017 
   USAID Administrator Mark Green met with African Union Chairperson Moussa Faki Mahamat 
today in Addis Ababa to discuss partnering on economic growth, security, and sustainable 
development in Africa. 
 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Remarks After Meeting with Prime Minister 
Hailemariam Desalegn of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia  
August 31, 2017 
Office of the Prime Minister, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
   USAID is committed to helping Ethiopia leverage its human and economic capital, and to 
harness the power of Ethiopian farms and entrepreneurs to create a more economically 
prosperous and food-secure Ethiopia. This is why, yesterday, I announced that Ethiopia will be a 
target country for the next phase of Feed the Future. We look forward to partnering with Ethiopia 
on Feed the Future venture. 
 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Meeting with Prime Minister Hailemariam 
Desalegn of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia  
August 31, 2017 
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   USAID Administrator Mark Green met today with Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn of the 
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. Administrator Green and Prime Minister Desalegn 
discussed U.S. support for Ethiopia's economic development, drought response, and food security. 
 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Remarks on Feed the Future  
August 30, 2017 
Jijiga Export Slaughter House, Jijiga, Ethiopia 
   Feed the Future harnesses the power of American development leadership and innovation to 
partner with host governments, and community leaders and the private sector to build resilient 
communities with the goal of helping people stand on their own two feet, no matter what 
challenge may come their way.  By equipping people with the tools to feed themselves and their 
families over the long term, Feed the Future and our partners are addressing the root causes of 
hunger and poverty and bolstering their ability to meet future challenges.  Ethiopia, in particular, 
is a great example of the impact that the Feed the Future partnership can have.  Thanks to all of 
you and your hard work, Ethiopia is making strong progress.  Because of investments by the 
national government, and with the support of smart development assistance, Ethiopia was able to 
bounce back from 2015 and 2016 droughts.  And I'm confident that Ethiopia's resilience will help 
the country to weather the current drought as well… 
 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Remarks Following Meetings with the Government 
of Sudan  
August 29, 2017 
Office of the Prime Minister, Khartoum, Sudan 
  Today, we discuss the importance of Sudan sustaining and building on its recent positive actions 
in multiple areas. These areas include maintaining a cessation of hostilities in the conflict areas, 
continuing improvement of humanitarian access throughout Sudan, and maintaining cooperation 
with the United States on both regional conflicts and regional counterterrorism threats. 
 
USAID Administrator Mark Green's Remarks Following his Meeting with North Darfur 
State Governor Abdel Wahid Yousif Ibrahim  
August 28, 2017 
   My visit here to North Darfur today not only demonstrates USAID's continuing concern and 
support for the people of Sudan, but also shows USAID's long-standing legacy of support here, 
dating back to the early 1960s.   The timing of this visit, during the sanctions review period, 
shows the importance America attaches to our relations with Sudan.  We remain committed to 
engaging with the Government of Sudan at a high level on all areas of our bilateral relationship 
and to seeing sustained positive actions, including improving humanitarian access. 
 
 
DFID  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
UK cracks down on modern slavery in Nigeria  
31 August 2017  DFID  Press release 
   International Development Secretary calls for a world free from abhorrent trade of modern 
slavery during visit to Lagos. 
 
UK increasing support to save lives and rebuild north east Nigeria as famine looms 
after Boko Haram destruction  
30 August 2017  DFID and FCO  Press release 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-30-2017-usaid-administrator-mark-greens-remarks-feed-future
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-29-2017-usaid-administrator-mark-greens-remarks-following-meetings
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-29-2017-usaid-administrator-mark-greens-remarks-following-meetings
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-28-2017-usaid-administrator-mark-greens-remarks-following-his-meeting-north
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/aug-28-2017-usaid-administrator-mark-greens-remarks-following-his-meeting-north
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-cracks-down-on-modern-slavery-in-nigeria
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-increasing-support-to-save-lives-and-rebuild-north-east-nigeria-as-famine-looms-after-boko-haram-destruction
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-increasing-support-to-save-lives-and-rebuild-north-east-nigeria-as-famine-looms-after-boko-haram-destruction
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   Boris Johnson and Priti Patel visit Nigeria to see how the UK is leading the international 
response to the humanitarian crisis in the north east of the country. 
 
British public to have their say on how UK aid is spent as government supports largest 
ever round of charity appeals  
28 August 2017  DFID  Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
30/08/2017 
EU supports US authorities with satellite mapping for Hurricane Harvey 
   The European Commission's 24/7 Emergency Response Coordination Centre has recently been 
in regular contact with the US Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on Hurricane 
Harvey and any EU support that could help the US authorities.  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
September 01, 2017  
The Chairperson of the African Union Commission Urges the People of Kenya to 
Respect the Judgment of the Supreme Court  
 
August 28, 2017  
Conference on African Girls’ Education in Africa Towards gender Equality in Education: 
Positioning youth to champion Africa’s education agenda  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN commits to occupational safety and health 
   SINGAPORE, 3 September 2017 – The ASEAN Labour Ministers signed today the Statement on 
Improving Occupational Safety and Health for Sustainable Economic Growth during their Special 
Session at the XXI World Congress on Safety and Health at Work 2017. The statement is a 
testament of the commitment of ASEAN Member States to promote decent work, [...] 
 
ASEAN to promote economic empowerment of women 
   MANILA, 31 August 2017 – The ASEAN Women’s Business Conference concluded today in 
Manila, the Philippines. This commemorative activity for ASEAN’s 50th anniversary is in line with 
the Philippines’ priority as this year’s Chair of ASEAN to showcase the multi-sectoral high-level 
discussions aimed at promoting economic empowerment for women. Policy makers, women 
business leaders and [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 2 September 2017] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-public-to-have-their-say-on-how-uk-aid-is-spent-as-government-supports-largest-ever-round-of-charity-appeals
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-public-to-have-their-say-on-how-uk-aid-is-spent-as-government-supports-largest-ever-round-of-charity-appeals
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-supports-us-authorities-satellite-mapping-hurricane-harvey_en
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20170901/chairperson-african-union-commission-urges-people-kenya-to-respect-the-judgment-of-the-Supreme-Court
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20170901/chairperson-african-union-commission-urges-people-kenya-to-respect-the-judgment-of-the-Supreme-Court
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20170828/conference-african-girls%E2%80%99-education-africa-towards-gender-equality-education
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20170828/conference-african-girls%E2%80%99-education-africa-towards-gender-equality-education
http://www.asean.org/news
http://asean.org/%e2%80%8basean-commits-to-occupational-safety-and-health/
http://asean.org/asean-to-promote-economic-empowerment-of-women/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
OECD  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
28 August 2017 
GDP Growth - Second quarter of 2017, OECD  
   OECD GDP growth accelerates to 0.7% in second quarter of 2017  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
September 2, 2017 
OAS Organizes II Inter-American Congress on the Environmental Rule of Law in 
Santiago de Chile 
   The II Inter-American Congress on the Environmental Rule of Law will be held in Santiago, Chile 
on September 4-6, focused on a discussion of the challenges faced by the countries of the region 
in developing peaceful, just and inclusive societies free of pollution in the framework of the 2030 
agenda for sustainable development. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
30/08/2017 
OIC Secretary General Addresses UN Secretary General and State Counsellor of 
Myanmar on the Rohingya Community 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef A. Al-
Othaimeen, has addressed separate letters to Mr. António Guterres, UN Secretary General, and 
Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi, State Counsellor of Myanmar, on the renewed outbreak of violence 
affecting the Rohingya Muslim community in Rakhine State, Myanmar. 
 
29/08/2017 
OIC Condemns Renewed Violence in Myanmar and Calls Upon UNSC to Address the 
Issue 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has condemns the renewed outbreak of violence 
affecting the Rohingya Muslim community in Rakhine State, Myanmar, which has led to thousands 
to flee their homes to neighboring Bangladesh. This has been clearly evidenced in the systematic 
and organized destruction of many villages and homes by vigilante groups under the cover of 
army and police forces, particularly in Quarter No. 5 in Maungdow city. The OIC condemns the 
indiscriminate use of military force, including heavy artillery, on civilian populations, which has 
displaced more than 20,000 Rohingya across the region. The OIC calls upon the Myanmar 
government to immediately restore the displaced persons to their homes and allow humanitarian 
aid agencies to assist the affected people. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/gdp-growth-second-quarter-2017-oecd.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-110/17
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-110/17
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=14723&ref=6967&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=14723&ref=6967&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=14719&ref=6966&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=14719&ref=6966&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch::: 
Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
1 September 2017 
Azevêdo begins second term as Director-General; sets the course for MC11 and 
beyond 
   Roberto Azevêdo marked the start of his second term as WTO Director-General today (1 
September), focusing on the challenges facing the trading system and stressing the importance of 
the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC11), which will take place in Buenos Aires in December 
this year. His term will run for four years, until 31 August 2021… 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
31 AUGUST 2017 
Gearing up for the International Day of Democracy 
   Marking the 2017 International Day of Democracy (IDD) on 15 September, the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) is celebrating two important milestones: the 10th anniversary of the 
IDD and the 20th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Democracy. The IPU has placed this 
year’s IDD under the banner of “In defence of democracy”… 
 
30 AUGUST 2017 
IPU facilitates cooperation between parliaments on ICT projects 
   The IPU provides technical support to parliaments, including on information and communication 
technology (ICT) projects. Over the last few months, the IPU has worked with the Parliaments of 
Sri Lanka, Zambia and Vanuatu to set up digital repositories for their respective parliamentary 
libraries. The projects encourage parliamentary staff to transfer their newly acquired knowledge 
to other parliaments.  
   As part of this, the Chief Librarian of the Zambia’s National Assembly presented a paper on 
digital repositories to parliamentary librarians from 42 countries at the 33rd IFLAPARL Pre-
Conference. The event, which was organized by the International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions (IFLA) on 15-18 August 2017 in Warsaw, aimed to allow 
parliamentary librarians to share their experiences. The IFLA also organized training for the 
librarians before and after the event…  
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 2 September 2017] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 

http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news17_e/dgra_31aug17_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news17_e/dgra_31aug17_e.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201708311
https://beta.ipu.org/node/8683
https://beta.ipu.org/our-work/strong-parliaments/international-day-democracy-0
https://beta.ipu.org/our-work/strong-parliaments/setting-standards/universal-declaration-democracy
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201708301
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases
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https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
31 August 2017 
ICC President to address the Pacific Islands Forum: “In order to ensure sustainable 
peace and development for all, we must rally support for international cooperation to 
address global challenges through the rule of law” 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Over 500,000 Farming Households Expected to Benefit from New Agri-Business 
Project in Assam, India  
  Washington DC, August 31, 2017: The World Bank will support the Government of Assam to 
facilitate agri-business investments, increase agriculture productivity and market access, and 
enable small farm holders...  
Date: August 31, 2017 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
Over 630,000 Students are Expected to Benefit from a New Higher Education Project 
in Odisha, India  
   WASHINGTON, DC, August 31, 2017 – The World Bank will support the government in 
improving the quality, equity and governance of higher education institutes in the Indian state of 
Odisha. The $119 million...  
Date: August 31, 2017 Type: Press Release  
 
Sustainable Path to Water Security Urgent Priority for Arab World  
   New World Bank report maps out actions needed to prevent water scarcity from impacting 
future growth and stability in the Middle East and North Africa  
Date: August 29, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
Bangladesh Receives $515 million World Bank Financing to Improve Health and 
Nutrition Services  
   DHAKA, August 28, 2017— The government of Bangladesh today signed a $515 million 
financing agreement with the World Bank to improve the country’s health, nutrition, and 
population services.   The...  
Date: August 28, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
World Bank Mobilizes US$200 Million to Combat Cholera in Yemen  
   WASHINGTON, August 25, 2017 – The World Bank announced today an emergency US$200 
million grant to support Yemen as it struggles to contain one of the world’s largest cholera 
outbreaks. This will strengthen...  
Date: August 28, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1330
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1330
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1330
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/31/over-500000-farming-households-expected-benefit-from-new-agri-business-project-in-assam-india
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/31/over-500000-farming-households-expected-benefit-from-new-agri-business-project-in-assam-india
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/31/over-630000-students-expected-benefit-from-new-higher-education-project-odisha-india
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/31/over-630000-students-expected-benefit-from-new-higher-education-project-odisha-india
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/29/sustainable-path-to-water-security-urgent-priority-for-arab-world
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/28/bangladesh-receives-515-million-world-bank-financing-to-improve-health-and-nutrition-services
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/28/bangladesh-receives-515-million-world-bank-financing-to-improve-health-and-nutrition-services
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/28/world-bank-mobilizes-us200-million-to-combat-cholera-in-yemen
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31
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African Development Bank Group  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
AfDB wants greater focus on implementation, as African Green Revolution Forum 
begins in Abidjan 
   29/08/2017 - Ahead of the 2017 African Green Revolution Forum (AGRF), the President of the 
African Development Bank (AfDB), Akinwumi Adesina, wants greater attention paid to the 
implementation of concrete plans for achieving the green revolution in Africa. 
 
2017 World Water Week: AfDB joins global community to address water challenges 
   29/08/2017 - As a leading financing partner on water and sanitation services in Africa, the 
African Development Bank (AfDB), and two of its flagship water initiatives: the African Water 
Facility (AWF) and the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI), are participating in 
the 2017 World Water Week in Stockholm, Sweden from August 27 to September 1, on the 
theme: “Water and Waste: reduce and reuse.” 
 
Senior Leadership appointments announced at the African Development Bank 
27/08/2017 - Dr. Victor B. Oladokun, Director, Communication and External Relations.  
:: Dr Abdu Mukhtar: Director, Industrial And Trade Development.  
:: Mr. Trevor de Kock: Director, Financial Management.  
:: Ms. Omobola Hollist: Director, Financial Controls.  
:: Mr. Jacques Edjangue: Director, Language Services. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
31 August 2017 
CAREC Countries Advance Regional Road Safety Strategy 
   Lead engineers and senior transport officials from CAREC [Central Asia Regional Economic 
Cooperation] member countries committed to accelerate the implementation of road safety 
initiatives at a meeting in Dushanbe, Tajikistan on 30-31 August. 
 
29 August 2017 
Report Calls on Creation of National Green Financing Mechanisms to Accelerate Green 
Growth in Asia 
   ADB, in a report launched today, has proposed the creation of national green financing vehicles 
to catalyze environmentally and financially sustainable infrastructure investments in Asia and the 
Pacific. 
   The report, titled Catalyzing Green Finance: A Concept for Leveraging Blended Finance for 
Green Development, highlights the constraints for developing a large pipeline of bankable green 
infrastructure projects and calls for an integrated approach to transforming country financial 
systems… 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/afdb-wants-greater-focus-on-implementation-as-african-green-revolution-forum-begins-in-abidjan-17289/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/afdb-wants-greater-focus-on-implementation-as-african-green-revolution-forum-begins-in-abidjan-17289/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/2017-world-water-week-afdb-joins-global-community-to-address-water-challenges-17288/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/senior-leadership-appointments-announced-at-the-african-development-bank-17284/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/carec-countries-advance-regional-road-safety-strategy
https://www.adb.org/news/report-calls-creation-national-green-financing-mechanisms-accelerate-green-growth-asia
https://www.adb.org/news/report-calls-creation-national-green-financing-mechanisms-accelerate-green-growth-asia
https://www.adb.org/publications/green-finance-catalyzing-facility
https://www.adb.org/publications/green-finance-catalyzing-facility
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
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[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017 
31 August 2017  
IFAD and Iraq invest in new partnership to revitalise smallholder agriculture  
 
30 August 2017 
UN Food Agencies’ chiefs to visit drought-hit Ethiopia  
 
29 August 2017 
IFAD and India to discuss shared rural poverty alleviation efforts  
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is primarily 
photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
31/08/2017 
Amref Hosts First Dean’s Forum in Nairobi, Kenya 
   Amref Health Africa held the first Dean’s Forum with focal persons, university deans, and other 
stakeholders of the PEPFAR-funded, through USAID, Human Resources for Health (HRH) 
Kenya Mechanisms project on 30 and 31 August 2017.   The main objective of the forum, which 
will be held annually, is to facilitate co-operation and collaboration... 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 

  
BRAC  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=46927915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=46921919&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=46825915&locale=en_US
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/amref-hosts-first-deans-forum-in-nairobi-kenya/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
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CARE International  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
28th Aug 2017 
CARE brings urgent relief to communities affected by floods 
Over 41 million people affected by devastating floods across Bangladesh, India and Nepal. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
30.08.2017 
Shelter upgrades help families beat the heat in northern Iraq 
   With support from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the 
Office for Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA), the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is helping 
conflict-affected Iraqis with shelter upgrades to make their homes safer and more secure.  
  
 
ECPAT  [to 2 September 2017]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 2 September 2017]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Posted on August 31, 2017 6:27 AM  
Annual Cluster Munition Report: Sharp rise in causalities 
   The newest annual report on cluster munitions reveals a sharp rise in the number of new 
casualties of cluster munitions, which more than doubled between 2015 and 2016. Cluster 
Munition Monitor 2017, co-produced by Handicap International, officially records 971 casualties of 
cluster munitions in 2016 compared to 419 in 2015. Handicap International calls on States to 
comply with international law, and to pressure belligerent parties to end the use of this barbaric 
weapon. 
   The report finds that 98% of victims of cluster munitions were civilians in 2016, and 41% were 
children. The conflicts in Syria and Yemen are among the most hazardous in the world for 
civilians, according to the Monitor. 
   “In Syria, the use of these weapons shows that the belligerents have a total disregard for 
civilian lives, and in some cases a deliberate intention to target them,” says Jeff Meer, executive 
director of Handicap International in the U.S. “Those who survive contact with cluster munition 
explosions often become amputees, with significant social, economic and psychological 
consequences for them, their families and their communities.”… 

http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-brings-urgent-relief-to-communities-affected-by-floods
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.ngo/news/shelter-upgrades-help-families-beat-the-heat-in-northern-iraq
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.handicap-international.us/annual_cluster_munition_report_sharp_rise_in_causalities
http://www.the-monitor.org/en-gb/reports/2017/cluster-munition-monitor-2017.aspx
http://www.the-monitor.org/en-gb/reports/2017/cluster-munition-monitor-2017.aspx
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Heifer International  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
August 29, 2017 NAIROBI, Kenya  
US$12.6M project to increase Kenyan milk quality, production 
   A public-private development partnership is launching a US$12.6 million program to help 30,000 
Kenyan farmers increase the quantity and improve the quality of the milk they produce in the Rift 
Valley and the country’s eastern region. 
   Empowering women and youth to play a more active role in the dairy industry will be another 
objective of the new Kenya Market-led Dairy Supply Chain Project. The four-year initiative will also 
promote the use of environmentally friendly production practices. 
   The project will be implemented by Heifer International, a U.S.-based nonprofit working to end 
hunger and poverty with sustainable agriculture and entrepreneurship. 
  “This is a unique opportunity to focus the work of farmer organizations, private sector 
players  and county governments on delivering effective solutions to increase dairy production and 
productivity and hence household incomes for at least 30,000 smallholder farmers,” said George 
Odhiambo, country director for Heifer in Kenya… 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 2 September 2017]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles   
Lebanon: Authorities must act now to give answers to families of missing persons 
   Beirut, Lebanon – On the International Day of the Disappeared, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) is calling upon Lebanese authorities to fulfil their obligations to uncover the 
fate of those who went missing during conflicts in Lebanon… 
31-08-2017 | News release  
 
ICRC appoints new governing body member  
  The Assembly of the ICRC has today appointed Mr Christoph Franz as its newest member. This 
brings the membership of the Committee to 20. 
31-08-2017 | News release  
 
Philippines: Marawi’s missing: Red Cross website helps reunite families  
   Manila (ICRC) – It has been more than three months since fighting broke out in Marawi City, in 
Lanao del Sur province, but for families whose loved ones are still missing, the wait seems never-
ending. 
30-08-2017 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 

http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
https://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases/2017/us126m-project-to-increase-kenyan-milk-quality-production.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/lebanon-authorities-must-act-now-give-answers-families-missing-persons
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-appoints-new-governing-body-member
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/philippines-marawis-missing-red-cross-website-helps-reunite-families
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/
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IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
IRCT  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News 28 Aug 2017  
IRCT partners with the Dutch Government in the global fight against torture  
   IRCT is delighted to have been selected by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands to 
carry out the Project “Strengthening the value added by rehabilitation data to the prevention, 
punishment and reparation of torture”.  
   After a highly competitive process, the IRCT is delighted to have been selected by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands to carry out the Project “Strengthening the value added by 
rehabilitation data to the prevention, punishment and reparation of torture”…  
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 2 September 2017]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Landsea   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 2 September 2017]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 2 September 2017]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Drug to Treat Chagas Disease to Become Available in the U.S. 
August 31, 2017 
   Pharmaceutical company Chemo Group announced today that it will make a drug to treat the 
neglected tropical disease Chagas available to people in the United States. The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration’s (FDA) approval of the drug, benznidazole, means that Chagas pediatric 
patients in the U.S. could receive access to a therapy that Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) has been using for decades to treat people living with Chagas across Latin 
America. Though Chagas affects an estimated 300,000 people in the U.S., the treatment was 
previously only available through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and was not FDA 
approved. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
United States, August 31, 2017 

http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
http://www.irct.org/
http://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/942
http://www.islamic-relief.org/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/drug-treat-chagas-disease-become-available-us
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
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Mercy Corps Statement On Hurricane Harvey 
 
Central African Republic, August 29, 2017 
Mercy Corps: Escalating Violence Cripples Humanitarian Operations In Central African 
Republic 
   Mercy Corps joins plea for increased intervention and protection of humanitarian space in CAR  
(CORRECTED ON AUGUST 30, 2017) Bangui, Central African Republic – The global organization 
Mercy Corps reports that its team members have been struggling to access programming in the 
villages of Nièm and Yéléwa in Central African Republic as local armed groups have extended their 
area of influence and created extremely unsafe working environments for humanitarians – and 
even more dangerous conditions for the families living there. An estimated 30,000 people live in 
the two villages.  
   The situation highlights a worsening crisis that has blocked humanitarian access in CAR and in 
some cases driven out aid groups altogether. Nearly half of the country’s population is dependent 
on humanitarian aid to survive.  
   “The international community’s roller coaster investment in CAR over the last 40 years 
underscores the need for reforming engagement in conflict-affected states,” says Rodolphe 
Moinaux, Central African Republic Country Director for Mercy Corps. “Mercy Corps and other 
international organizations believe the situation is not hopeless, but that it’s at a critical tipping 
point that demands immediate action.”  
   Mercy Corps joins other organizations working in CAR to implore the United Nations and the 
United States to take immediate action to increase engagement in CAR and assist aid groups, in 
partnership with institutions such as the World Bank and European Union… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
31 August 2017 
43 million hit by South Asia Floods: Oxfam is responding  
   Oxfam is providing over 186,000 flood-hit people with clean drinking water, food supplies, 
emergency shelter, hygiene kits, and other essentials. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
29. Aug 2017  
Starting a business in a refugee camp 
Nashon Tado  
In Uganda’s refugee settlements, refugee entrepreneurs get a chance to start a business and a 
new life.  
   Uganda now hosts more than one million South Sudanese, who have fled across the border 
since the start of the war in 2013. In addition, Uganda hosts over 227,000 refugees from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, according to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR). 

https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-statement-hurricane-harvey
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-escalating-violence-cripples-humanitarian-operations-central-african
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-escalating-violence-cripples-humanitarian-operations-central-african
https://www.mercycorps.org/countries/central-african-republic
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/joint-letter-international-coalition-aid-groups-raises-alarms-deteriorating
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-08-31/43-million-hit-south-asia-floods-oxfam-responding
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2017/august/starting-a-business-in-a-refugee-camp/
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   With funding support from the European Commission Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid 
(ECHO), the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) provides vocational and entrepreneurial training 
for refugees in Nyumanzi and Rhino settlements in northern Uganda… 
 
 
Pact  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
August 30, 2017 
Pact and Microsoft expand fight against child labor in Congo mining  
On Wednesday, Pact and Microsoft Corp. announced an expanded partnership to address child 
labor in mining in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Microsoft has made a new, three-year 
financial commitment to support Pact’s work to address child labor in mining, and will build on the 
successful Watoto Inje ya Mungoti (Children Out of Mining) project. 
 
Across DRC, it is estimated that over 10 million people rely on income from artisanal and small-
scale mining, working in materials including tin, tantalum, tungsten, gold and cobalt. While 
children under 18 cannot legally work in the mines, the law is not widely observed for several 
economic and societal reasons. As a result, many children start working in mines at a very young 
age. 
 
Pact and Microsoft have been working to change this reality through the Children Out of Mining 
pilot project in Katanga since 2015. The project uses interventions that are deeply embedded in 
communities and local institutions to address the economic and social root causes that lead to 
child labor in mining. In mines where the project has been active, Pact has found a reduction in 
child labor of between 77 to 97 percent over the course of the project to date, with variation 
influenced by seasonal factors and the influx of new conflict-displaced families, among others. 
 
“Microsoft was one of our first partners on this important issue. Its seed funding helped us 
achieve groundbreaking progress in the first two years of work,” said Yves Bawa, Pact country 
director for DRC, Rwanda and Burundi… 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Aug 30, 2017  
From Earthquake to Epidemic: A Q&A with Dr. Patrick Ulysse  
PIH’s Dr. Patrick Ulysse Brings Leadership Honed in Haiti to Liberia Read More  
 
 
PATH  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 2 September 2017] 

http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pactworld.org/news/pact-and-microsoft-expand-fight-against-child-labor-congo-mining
http://www.pactworld.org/child-labor
http://www.pactworld.org/country/democratic-republic-congo
http://www.pih.org/blog
https://www.pih.org/article/earthquake-epidemic-qa-dr-patrick-ulysse
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
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http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/a
pps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
Selected Press Releases 
Mega-Shelters Pose Risks; Children's Unique Needs Must Be Prioritized in Houston  
August 31, 2017 
 
Save the Children Responds Urgently to Affected Children of Hurricane Harvey with 
Child-Friendly Spaces in Shelters, Essential Items  
August 28, 2017 
 
Save the Children a Principal Partner to Johns Hopkins Center for Communication 
Programs on $300 Million Global Social and Behavior Change Award from USAID  
August 28, 2017 
 
San Antonio Praised for Welcoming Hurricane Harvey Evacuees, But Save the Children 
Finds Shelters Initially Fall Short in Meeting Children’s Needs  
August 27, 2017 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
30.08.2017  
Ukraine: Working on both sides of a conflict 
   SOS Children’s Villages supports families "in places where pharmacies closed, where there are 
no jobs.” Since the start of the conflict in eastern Ukraine in 2014, SOS Children’s Villages has 
played a vital role in helping vulnerable children and is one of the few organisations offering 
comprehensive support for families… 
 
 
Tostan  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 2 September 2017]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Vision  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://wvi.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Freedom House [to 2 September 2017] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
Kenya: Supreme Court Shows Its Independence in Election Ruling 
September 1, 2017 

http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003847
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003621
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003621
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003599
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003599
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003585
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=15003585
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/publications/news/ukraine-working-on-both-sides-of-a-conflict
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/kenya-supreme-court-shows-its-independence-election-ruling
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  Kenya's high court moved to nullify the results of the August 8 presidential election and has 
ordered that a new vote be held.  
 
Press Releases 
United States: A Presidential Pardon of the Unpardonable 
August 28, 2017 
   President Trump’s pardon of Joe Arpaio, convicted of contempt of court for failing to end 
the illegal targeting of Latinos, shows a profound disrespect for the rule of law.  
 
 
Transparency International  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
31 Aug 2017 
Transparency International welcomes the decision to extradite former Panamanian 
President 
   Transparency International and its chapter in Panama, Fundación para el Desarrollo de la 
Libertad Ciudadana, welcome the decision to extradite former Panamanian President Ricardo 
Martinelli to Panama to face trial for corruption and wire-tapping, and call on the US State 
Department to swiftly ...  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.childfund.org/list/?type=press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Aug 30, 2017  
The CSO Forum: preparing the future of EU-CELAC relations 
   Ahead of the official EU-CELAC Summit planned for 2017, CONCORD and its partner Mesa de 
Articulación will organise the 8th edition of EU-CELAC Civil Society Forum on 7-8 of September. 
For 2 days, civil society from both regions will discuss recommendations to ensure that solidarity, 
democracy and justice will shape future bi-regional policies. [English – Espanol] 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News 29 August 2017  
From the Brandt Commission to the 2030 Agenda 

https://freedomhouse.org/article/united-states-presidential-pardon-unpardonable
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/transparency_international_welcomes_the_decision_to_extradite_former_panama
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/transparency_international_welcomes_the_decision_to_extradite_former_panama
https://www.childfund.org/list/?type=press
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2017/08/30/eu-celac-cso-forum-invitation/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/brandt-commission-2030-agenda
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   Gro Harlem Brundtland joins a panel discussion in Berlin to mark 40 years of common efforts for 
a peaceful, just and sustainable world. Watch the livestream on 31 August at 11:15 CET (UTC+2). 
 
 
END Fund   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 2 September 2017] 
www.evidenceaid.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 2 September 2017] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA -International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 2 September 2017] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
Aug 28, 2017  
At a Glance: Hurricane Harvey Member Updates  
   On the night of August 25th, a devastating hurricane made landfall over Texas, causing 
catastrophic flooding that has left more than 30,000 Americans in need of shelter. The storm 
inflicted major damage along the Texas coastline and inundated local emergency responders. 
As authorities in disaster...  
 
 
Start Network [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
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Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
CHS Alliance  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
01/09/2017 
Global Learning Forum to take place from 04 to 08 September in Geneva 
   From 04 to 08 September 30 practitioners involved in the Talent Development Project, which 
sought to build the capacity and competencies of humanitarian workers in Bangladesh, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Jordan and Kenya, will gather for a four-day learning 
event to take stock of its achievements, and identify and share lessons.  
 
30/08/2017 
Join the discussion about the dual pay system 
   Following research into the systems for rewarding international and national staff in NGOs, Dr. 
Ishbel McWha-Hermann will present the project findings and give you a chance to ask the project 
team questions about the research. We are hoping that this discussion will stimulate further 
debate within NGOs and provide some practical alternatives to the dual pay system.  
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
28 August 2017 | Sphere Project 
Sphere Executive Board: Building an inclusive approach to quality and accountability 
   The primary focus of Sphere will be to support practitioners to learn and develop professionally, 
engage with organisations that innovate in ways that strengthen quality and accountability, and 
help the community connect with each other directly around quality and accountability challenges.  
   With the Handbook revision underway, the Sphere Executive Board is focused on deepening  
   partnerships, aligning the organisation's institutional structure, and building capacities to  
   support practitioners around the world.  
  The first meeting of the Sphere Executive Board in its new status as an NGO took place in 
Brussels on 17-18 May. Sphere became a non-profit association in late 2016, in a move to become 
yet more responsive to practitioners globally and to strengthen even further its contribution to the 
humanitarian sector… 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 2 September 2017] 

http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/global-learning-forum-to-take-place-from-04-to-08-september-in-geneva
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/join-the-discussion-about-the-dual-pay-system
http://devinit.org/news/
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/sphere-board-inclusive-approach-quality-accountability/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/sphere-new-ngo-and-governance/
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https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ODI   [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Reports and Studies 
Markets in crises: the implications for humanitarian action  
Research reports and studies | August 2017 | Simon Levine 
   This paper explores what happens to markets during and after crises, and how aid agencies can 
maximise their potential to support household resilience. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 2 September 2017] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News   28 Aug 2017  
Millennials Survey: ‘Refugees Are Welcome, Robots Can’t Be Trusted, Climate Change 
Is Our Biggest Concern’  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from 
a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, 
but indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 

https://phap.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/publications/10888-markets-crises-implications-humanitarian-action
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http://www.urban.org/about/media
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/08/millennials-survey-refugees-are-welcome-robots-can-t-be-trusted-climate-change-is-our-biggest-concern
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
September 1, 2017  
Althea Anderson and Leticia Corona join Hewlett Foundation’s Global Development 
and Population Program   
   The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation announced this week that Althea Anderson and 
Leticia Corona have joined the foundation’s Global Development and Population Program. From an 
email to grantees and foundation staff that Global Development and Population Program Director 
Ruth Levine sent about the new team members: I’m writing to let you know that we ...  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
http://www.hewlett.org/althea-anderson-leticia-corona-join-hewlett-foundations-global-development-population-program/
http://www.hewlett.org/althea-anderson-leticia-corona-join-hewlett-foundations-global-development-population-program/
http://www.hewlett.org/althea-anderson-leticia-corona-join-hewlett-foundations-global-development-population-program/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
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HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Aug 30 2017  
Research 
Expanding Access to New Tools to Study Childhood Cancers 
Summary 
HHMI Investigator Michael Dyer and colleagues are widely sharing data and samples from nearly 
100 new tumor models representing 12 pediatric cancers.   
   Retinoblastoma, a rare form of eye cancer, usually develops in early childhood. Human tumor 
cells implanted and grown in mice could offer researchers a new way to study the cancer. A 
stained sample of one such tumor, or orthotopic xenograft, is shown. Credit: Michael Clay, MD 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) scientists have created an extensive resource for 
studying pediatric cancers, which they are sharing widely to help accelerate research. 
Led by HHMI Investigator Michael Dyer at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, the team grew 
cells from patient tumors in laboratory mice, and created nearly 100 models of 12 types of 
pediatric cancer. The researchers implanted the tumor cells into their organ of origin in the mice 
and carefully characterized them to ensure clinical relevance. Now, Dyer and his colleagues are 
making samples freely available to the scientific community through the Childhood Solid Tumor 
Network. Researchers worldwide will also have access to data about the tumors’ sensitivity to 
drugs, molecular profiles, and other features… 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
August 28, 2017 - From The Field 
An Introduction to the Partnership for Safe and Peaceful Communities  
   Members of the Partnership for Safe and Peaceful Communities, a coalition of more than 30 
Chicago funders and foundations, are committed to aligning their funding to support proven and 
promising approaches to reducing violence.  
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
August 28, 2017  
Radioactive levels in tuna decrease; but still effective in tracing migrations 
   When Japan’s Fukushima Dai-ichi power plants were damaged by an earthquake and 
subsequent tsunami in 2011, it was considered historically the largest accidental release of 
radioactivity into global oceans1. After this disaster, speculation arose that radionuclides released 
into the pacific might be contaminating migratory marine mammals. Early in 2011, through 

https://www.hhmi.org/news
http://www.hhmi.org/news/expanding-access-new-tools-study-childhood-cancers
http://www.hhmi.org/scientists/michael-dyer
https://www.stjude.org/research/resources-data/childhood-solid-tumor-network.html
https://www.stjude.org/research/resources-data/childhood-solid-tumor-network.html
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/from-field/introduction-partnership-safe-and-peaceful-communities/
https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=radioactivity-in-pacific-blue-fin-tuna-can-be-used-to-trace-migration-patterns
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funding from our Science and Environmental Conservation programs, we funded researchers who 
were focusing on what the Fukushima release might mean for marine life. Two pieces resulting 
from their investigations have just been published: a paper in Environmental Science & 
Technology showing the sharp decline over time in radioactive cesium levels in tuna and other 
marine organisms in the Pacific, and a Perspective in Science summarizing findings related to 
Pacific bluefin tuna migrations… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
Thu Aug 31 08:00:00 EDT 2017  
State of Obesity Report: Progress to Prevent Obesity at Risk 
   Adult obesity rates are showing signs of leveling off, according to the 14th annual State of 
Obesity: Better Policies for a Healthier America report from the TFAH and RWJF—but progress 
could be eroded if programs are cut and policies are weakened. 
 
Wed Aug 30 10:45:00 EDT 2017  
Statement from Richard Besser on Response to Tropical Storm Harvey 
   RWJF has been following the devastating effects of Tropical Storm Harvey. On behalf of the 
Foundation, Richard Besser expresses concern for those who have felt this devastating tragedy 
personally. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 2 September 2017] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 

https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2017/08/new-report-finds-progress-to-prevent-obesity-at-risk.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2017/08/statement-from-richard-besser-on-response-to-tropical-storm-harvey.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
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http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, 
Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key 
organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family 
Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of 
Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The 
Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for 
Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 2 September 2017] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 29 August 2017  
UK science centres get £13 million for public engagement 
Wellcome is giving £13 million in funding to five science centres around the UK to encourage new 
and different ideas that will help to make science more accessible.  
  The funding has been awarded through the Inspiring Science Fund. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but 
note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or 
other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel 
warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
September 01, 2017 Volume 45, Issue 9, p939-1056, e91-e102  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
September 2017 Volume 53, Issue 3, p275-404, e79-e122  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 

http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/uk-science-centres-get-13.1-million-public-engagement
https://wellcome.ac.uk/funding/inspiring-science-fund
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
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American Journal of Public Health 
September 2017  107(9 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
ZIKA 
Zika and Reproductive Rights in Brazil: Challenge to the Right to Health 
Pablo K. Valente 
107(9), pp. 1376–1380 
Abstract  
The Zika virus epidemic rapidly spread across Brazil and Latin America, gaining international 
attention because of the causal relationship between Zika and birth defects. The high number of 
cases in Brazil has been attributed to a failure of the state to contain the epidemic and protect the 
affected people, especially women. Therefore, the public health crisis created by Zika exposed a 
stark conflict between Brazil’s constitutional right to health and the long-standing violation of 
reproductive rights in the country. 
Although health is considered to be a right of all in Brazil, women struggle with barriers to 
reproductive services and lack of access to safe and legal abortions. In response to the epidemic, 
women’s rights advocates have filed a lawsuit with Brazil’s supreme court that requires the 
decriminalization of abortion upon the diagnosis of Zika virus. 
However, the selective decriminalization of abortion may lead to negative social consequences 
and further stigmatization of people with disabilities. A solution to the reproductive health crisis in 
Brazil must reconcile women’s right to choose and the rights of people with disabilities. 
 
DISASTER 
Ethical Guidance for Disaster Response, Specifically Around Crisis Standards of Care: A 
Systematic Review 
Jonathon P. Leider, Debra DeBruin, Nicole Reynolds, Angelica Koch and Judy Seaberg 
107(9), pp. e1–e9 
Abstract  
Background. Terrorism, disease outbreaks, and other natural disasters and mass casualty events 
have pushed health care and public health systems to identify and refine emergency preparedness 
protocols for disaster response. Ethical guidance, alongside legal and medical frameworks, are 
increasingly common components of disaster response plans. 
Objectives. To systematically review the prevalence and content of ethical guidance offered for 
disaster response, specifically around crisis standards of care (CSCs). 
Search methods. We systematically indexed academic literature from PubMed, Google Scholar, 
and ISI Web of Science from 2012 to 2016. 
Selection criteria. We searched for peer-reviewed articles that substantively engaged in discussion 
of ethical guidance for CSCs. 
Data collection and analysis. Researchers screened potential articles for identification and 
discussion of ethical issues in CSC planning. We categorized and cataloged ethical concepts and 
principles. 
Main results. Of 580 peer-reviewed articles mentioning ethics and CSCs or disaster planning, 38 
(6%) met selection criteria. The systematic review of the CSC ethics literature since 2012 showed 
that authors were primarily focused on the ethical justifications for CSC (n = 20) as well as a need 
for ethics guidelines for implementing CSCs; the ethical justifications for triage (n = 19), both as to 
which criteria to use and the appropriate processes by which to employ triage; and international 
issues (n = 17). In addition to these areas of focus, the scholarly literature included discussion of 
a number of other ethical issues, including duty to care (n = 11), concepts of a duty to plan 
(n = 8), utilitarianism (n = 5), moral distress (n = 4), professional norms (n = 3), reciprocity 
(n = 2), allocation criteria (n = 4), equity (n = 4), research ethics (n = 2), duty to steward 
resources (n = 2), social utility and social worth (n = 2), and a number of others (n = 20). 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303924
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303882
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303882
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Although public health preparedness efforts have paid increasing attention to CSCs in recent 
years, CSC plans have rarely been implemented within the United States to date, although some 
components are common (e.g., triage is used in US emergency departments regularly). 
Conversely, countries outside the United States more commonly implement CSCs within a natural 
disaster or humanitarian crisis response, and may offer significant insight into ethics and disaster 
response for US-based practitioners. 
Conclusions. This systematic review identifies the most oft-used and -discussed ethical concepts 
and principles used in disaster planning around CSCs. Although discussion of more nuanced issues 
(e.g., health equity) are present, the majority of items substantively engaging in ethical discussion 
around disaster planning do so regarding triage and why ethics is needed in disaster response 
generally. 
Public health implications. A significant evolution in disaster planning has occurred within the past 
decade; ethical theories and frameworks have been put to work. For ethical guidance to be 
useful, it must be practical and implementable. Although high-level, abstract frameworks were 
once prevalent in disaster planning—especially in the early days of pandemic planning—concerns 
about the ethically difficult concept of CSCs pervade scholarly articles. Ethical norms must be 
clearly stated and justified and practical guidelines ought to follow from them. Ethical frameworks 
should guide clinical protocols, but this requires that ethical analysis clarifies what strategies to 
use to honor ethical commitments and achieve ethical objectives. Such implementation issues 
must be considered well ahead of a disaster. As governments and health care systems plan for 
mass casualty events, ethical guidance that is theoretically sound and practically useful can—and 
should—form an important foundation from which to build practical guidance for responding to 
disasters with morally appropriate means 
 
PETS & DISASTERS 
Evacuation of Pets During Disasters: A Public Health Intervention to Increase 
Resilience 
Robin Chadwin 
107(9), pp. 1413–1417 
Abstract  
   During a disaster, many pet owners want to evacuate their pets with them, only to find that 
evacuation and sheltering options are limited or nonexistent. This disregard for companion animal 
welfare during a disaster can have public health consequences. 
   Pet owners may be stranded at home, unwilling to leave their pets behind. Others refuse 
evacuation orders or attempt to reenter evacuation sites illegally to rescue their animals. 
Psychopathologies such as grief, depression, and posttraumatic stress disorder are associated 
with pet abandonment during an evacuation. Health care workers may refuse to work if their 
animals are in danger, leaving medical facilities understaffed during crises. Zoonotic disease risk 
increases when pets are abandoned or left to roam, where they are more likely to encounter 
infected wildlife or unowned animals than they would if they were safely sheltered with their 
owners. These sequelae are not unique to the United States, nor to wealthy countries. 
   Emergency planning for companion animals during disasters is a global need in communities 
with a significant pet population, and will increase resilience and improve public health. 
 
POLIO 
Per Diems in Polio Eradication: Perspectives From Community Health Workers and 
Officials 
Svea Closser, Anat Rosenthal, Judith Justice, Kenneth Maes, Marium Sultan, Sarah Banerji, Hailom 
Banteyerga Amaha, Ranjani Gopinath, Patricia Omidian and Laetitia Nyirazinyoye 
107(9), pp. 1470–1476 
Abstract 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303877
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303877
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303886
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303886
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   Nearly all global health initiatives give per diems to community health workers (CHWs) in poor 
countries for short-term work on disease-specific programs. We interviewed CHWs, supervisors, 
and high-level officials (n = 95) in 6 study sites across sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia in early 
2012 about the per diems given to them by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. These per 
diems for CHWs ranged from $1.50 to $2.40 per day. 
   International officials defended per diems for CHWs with an array of arguments, primarily that 
they were necessary to defray the expenses that workers incurred during campaigns. But high-
level ministry of health officials in many countries were concerned that even small per diems were 
unsustainable. By contrast, CHWs saw per diems as a wage; the very small size of this wage led 
many to describe per diems as unjust. 
   Per diem polio work existed in the larger context of limited and mostly exploitative options for 
female labor. Taking the perspectives of CHWs seriously would shift the international conversation 
about per diems toward questions of labor rights and justice in global health pay structures. 

 

 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 97, Issue 2, 2017  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
15 August 2017 Vol: 167, Issue 4  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 2 September 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2017; volume 2, issue 1 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 2 September 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 2 September 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
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BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 2 September 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 2 September 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 2 September 2017) 
Research article 
Understanding the implementation of maternity waiting homes in low- and middle-
income countries: a qualitative thematic synthesis  
Maternity waiting homes (MWHs) are accommodations located near a health facility where women 
can stay towards the end of pregnancy and/or after birth to enable timely access to essential 
childbirth care or car... 
Loveday Penn-Kekana, Shreya Pereira, Julia Hussein, Hannah Bontogon, Matthew Chersich, 
Stephen Munjanja and Anayda Portela 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2017 17:269  
Published on: 31 August 2017 
 
Research article 
Principles and processes behind promoting awareness of rights for quality maternal 
care services: a synthesis of stakeholder experiences and implementation factors  
Promoting awareness of rights is a value-based process that entails a different way of thinking 
and acting, which is at times misunderstood or deemed as aspirational. 
Asha S. George and Casey Branchini 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2017 17:264  
Published on: 31 August 2017 
 
Research article 
Interventions to provide culturally-appropriate maternity care services: factors 
affecting implementation  
The World Health Organization recently made a recommendation supporting ‘culturally-
appropriate’ maternity care services to improve maternal and newborn health. This 
recommendation results, in part, from a sys... 
Eleri Jones, Samantha R. Lattof and Ernestina Coast 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2017 17:267  
Published on: 31 August 2017 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 2 September 2017) 
Research article 
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Piloting a low-cost hardware intervention to reduce improper disposal of solid waste 
in communal toilets in low-income settlements in Dhaka, Bangladesh  
Bangladesh faces daunting challenges in addressing the sanitation needs of its urban poor. 
Maintaining the cleanliness and functionality of communal toilets is dependent upon periodic 
emptying of fecal sludge,... 
Farzana Yeasmin, Stephen P. Luby, Ronald E. Saxton, Fosiul A. Nizame, Mahbub-Ul Alam, Notan 
Chandra Dutta, Abdullah-Al Masud, Dalia Yeasmin, Anita Layden, Habibur Rahman, Rachel Abbott, 
Leanne Unicomb and Peter J. Winch 
BMC Public Health 2017 17:682  
Published on: 29 August 2017 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 2 September 2017) 
Research article 
Perceptions of human papillomavirus vaccination of adolescent schoolgirls in western 
Uganda and their implications for acceptability of HPV vaccination: a qualitative study  
Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination has been perceived in diverse ways some of which 
encourage its uptake while others could potentially deter its acceptability. This study explored 
community member’s perce... 
Andrew Kampikaho Turiho, Elialilia Sarikieli Okello, Wilson Winstons Muhwezi and Anne Ruhweza 
Katahoire 
BMC Research Notes 2017 10:431  
Published on: 30 August 2017 
 
 
BMJ Open 
September 2017 - Volume 7 - 9 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 95, Number 9, September 2017, 609-664 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/9/en/ 
EDITORIALS 
Syphilis screening and treatment: integration with HIV services 
Melanie M Taylor, Mary Kamb, Dadong Wu & Sarah Hawkes 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.17.200923  
 
Addressing vulnerability of pregnant refugees 
Mary Malebranche, Kara Nerenberg, Amy Metcalfe & Gabriel E Fabreau 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.17.193664  
 
RESEARCH 
Pneumococcal conjugate vaccines and hospitalization of children for pneumonia: a 
time-series analysis, South Africa, 2006–2014 
Alane Izu, Fatima Solomon, Susan A Nzenze, Azwifarwi Mudau, Elizabeth Zell, Katherine L O’Brien, 
Cynthia G Whitney, Jennifer Verani, Michelle Groome & Shabir A Madhi 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.187849  
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Estimated economic impact of vaccinations in 73 low- and middle-income countries, 
2001–2020 
Sachiko Ozawa, Samantha Clark, Allison Portnoy, Simrun Grewal, Meghan L Stack, Anushua Sinha, 
Andrew Mirelman, Heather Franklin, Ingrid K Friberg, Yvonne Tam, Neff Walker, Andrew Clark, 
Matthew Ferrari, Chutima Suraratdecha, Steven Sweet, Sue J Goldie, Tini Garske, Michelle Li, 
Peter M Hansen, Hope L Johnson & Damian Walker 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.178475  
Abstract [HTML]  
Objective 
To estimate the economic impact likely to be achieved by efforts to vaccinate against 10 vaccine-
preventable diseases between 2001 and 2020 in 73 low- and middle-income countries largely 
supported by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. 
Methods 
We used health impact models to estimate the economic impact of achieving forecasted 
coverages for vaccination against Haemophilus influenzae type b, hepatitis B, human 
papillomavirus, Japanese encephalitis, measles, Neisseria meningitidis serogroup A, rotavirus, 
rubella, Streptococcus pneumoniae and yellow fever. In comparison with no vaccination, we 
modelled the costs – expressed in 2010 United States dollars (US$) – of averted treatment, 
transportation costs, productivity losses of caregivers and productivity losses due to disability and 
death. We used the value-of-a-life-year method to estimate the broader economic and social 
value of living longer, in better health, as a result of immunization. 
Findings 
We estimated that, in the 73 countries, vaccinations given between 2001 and 2020 will avert over 
20 million deaths and save US$ 350 billion in cost of illness. The deaths and disability prevented 
by vaccinations given during the two decades will result in estimated lifelong productivity gains 
totalling US$ 330 billion and US$ 9 billion, respectively. Over the lifetimes of the vaccinated 
cohorts, the same vaccinations will save an estimated US$ 5 billion in treatment costs. The 
broader economic and social value of these vaccinations is estimated at US$ 820 billion. 
Conclusion 
By preventing significant costs and potentially increasing economic productivity among some of 
the world’s poorest countries, the impact of immunization goes well beyond health 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
September 2017  Volume 43, Issue 5  Pages 627–782 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.5/issuetoc 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
August 2017 Volume 39, Issue 8, Supplement, e1-e110  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/issue/S0149-2918(17)X0008-8 
The Proceedings of the 13th Congress of the European Association for Clinical 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
November/December 2016  Volume 21, Issue S2  Pages 1–642 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc 

http://www.who.int/entity/bulletin/volumes/95/9/16-178475-ab/en/index.htm
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.5/issuetoc
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 2 September 2017] 
Research 
A review of factors affecting the transfer of sexual and reproductive health training 
into practice in low and lower-middle income country humanitarian settings  
A lack of access to sexual and reproductive health (SRH) care is the leading cause of morbidity 
and mortality among displaced women and girls of reproductive age. Efforts to address this public 
health emergency in humanitarian settings have included the widespread delivery of training 
programmes to address gaps in health worker capacity for SRH. There remains a lack of data on 
the factors which may affect the ability of health workers to apply SRH knowledge and skills 
gained through training programmes in humanitarian contexts. 
Kristen Beek, Angela Dawson and Anna Whelan 
Published on: 1 September 2017 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 60, Pages 1-126 (September 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/15517144/60?sdc=1 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
August 2017 - Volume 30 - Issue 4  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
August 2017  Volume 17, Issue 2  Pages 61–140 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 27, Issue 6 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
September 2017  Volume 35, Issue 5  Pages 599–720 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-5/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 12, Issue 8, 2017  

http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-017-0118-9
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-017-0118-9
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/15517144/60?sdc=1
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-2/issuetoc
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http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 11 - Issue 4 - August 2017  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
July 2017   Volume 41, Issue 3  Pages 427–627 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
01 August 2017; volume 18, issue 8 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
September 2017 - Volume 34 - 9 
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
Original articles 
Major trauma from suspected child abuse: a profile of the patient pathway Free  
Ffion C Davies, Fiona E Lecky, Ross Fisher, Marisol Fragoso-Iiguez, Tim J Coat 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 23, Number 9—September 2017 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 19, Pages 1-84 (June 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1 
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 145 - Issue 12 - September 2017  

http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-3/issuetoc
http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/8
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
http://emj.bmj.com/content/34/9/562
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Summer 2017 (Issue 31.2) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/summer-2017-issue-31-2/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 27, Issue 4, 1 August 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 70, Pages 1-98 (July 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/70?sdc=1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 9, Issue 4, August 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/4/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 44, Issue 2, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Vol. 10, No. 2, Fall 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/10/2 
Non-State Aspects of Genocide 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 9, Issue 3, September 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12371/9/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 10, 2017 – Supplement 2  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/10/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/summer-2017-issue-31-2/
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/4
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/70?sdc=1
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/4/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/10/2
http://link.springer.com/journal/12371/9/2/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/10/1?nav=tocList
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Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
June 27, 2017, 5 (2) 
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 12, 2017   Issue 10 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 2 September 2017] 
Review 
A realist synthesis of cross-border patient movement from low and middle income 
countries to similar or higher income countries  
Jo Durham and Sarah J. Blondell 
Published on: 29 August 2017 
Abstract 
Patient travel across borders to access healthcare is becoming increasingly common and 
widespread. Patients moving from high income to middle income countries for healthcare is well 
documented, with patients seeking treatments that are cheaper or more readily available than at 
home. Less well understood is when patients move from one low income country to another or 
from a low income country to a higher income country. In this paper, a realist review was 
undertaken to explore why, in what contexts and how patients from lower income countries travel 
to countries with the same, or more advanced, economies for planned healthcare. Based on an 
initial scoping of the literature and discussions with key informants, we generated an initial theory 
and set of propositions about why, how, who and in what contexts people cross international 
borders for planned healthcare. We then systematically located and synthesized (1) peer-reviewed 
studies from the Scopus, Embase, Web of Science and Econlit databases; (2) non-indexed reports 
using key informants and Google; and (3) papers from the reference lists of included documents, 
to glean supportive or contradictory evidence for our initial propositions. As we reviewed the 
literature and extracted our data, we drew on the work of Pierre Bourdieu to understand the 
interplay between material and non-material capital and cognitive processes in decisions to cross 
borders for healthcare. Patient travel was largely undertaken due to a lack of services in the home 
country and/or unacceptability of local services, with decisions on when, and where, to travel, 
usually made within the patient’s social networks. They were able to travel via use of multiple 
resources, including social networks, economic and cultural capital, and habitus. Those patients 
with greater volumes of the aforementioned factors had greater healthcare options; however, 
even those with limited resources engaged in patient travel. Patient movement challenges 
traditional ways of thinking about public health and the notion of health systems contained within 
the nation state. Further research is needed to better understand the effects of patient travel, and 
how to harness the benefits of patient travel without exacerbating existing health inequalities. 
 
 
Health Affairs  
August 2017; Volume 36, Issue 8  

http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0287-8
https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0287-8
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http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: Consumerism, Competition, Drug Approval & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 19, Issue 1, June 2017 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 12 - Issue 3 - July 2017  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 32, Issue 7   September 2017 
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 2 September 2017] 
Research 
Knowledge sharing in global health research – the impact, uptake and cost of open 
access to scholarly literature  
In 1982, the Annals of Virology published a paper showing how Liberia has a highly endemic 
potential of Ebola warning health authorities of the risk for potential outbreaks; this journal is only 
available by subs... 
Elise Smith, Stefanie Haustein, Philippe Mongeon, Fei Shu, Valéry Ridde and Vincent Larivière 
Health Research Policy and Systems 2017 15:73  
Published on: 29 August 2017 
 
Research 
Donor funding health policy and systems research in low- and middle-income 
countries: how much, from where and to whom  
The need for sufficient and reliable funding to support health policy and systems research (HPSR) 
in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) has been widely recognised. Currently, most 
resources to support su... 
Karen Ann Grépin, Crossley Beth Pinkstaff, Zubin Cyrus Shroff and Abdul Ghaffar 
Health Research Policy and Systems 2017 15:68  
Published on: 31 August 2017 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 39, Number 3, August 2017 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/36740 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current
http://www.hhrjournal.org/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0235-3
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
http://odihpn.org/magazine/the-humanitarian-consequences-of-violence-in-central-america/ 
Number 69   June 2017 
The humanitarian consequences of violence in Central America  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 7, No 1 (2017) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/17 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 2 September 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 2 September 2017]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 9, Issue 4  July 2017 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 6, Issue 1, 2017  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/6/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 4, No 9 (2017)  September 2017 
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/26 
Reviews 
Models to predict H1N1 outbreaks: a literature review 
Anirudh V. Mutalik  
DOI: 10.18203/2394-6040.ijcmph201 
 
Assessment of knowledge, attitude and perception among mothers towards 
immunization in a tertiary care teaching hospital 
Sarfaraz Md., Athira A., Lakshmi Mani Deepa Thotamsetty, Sree Anoohya Ravilla, Naresh 
Nadikudi, H. Doddayya 
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Abstract 
Background: The knowledge, attitude and perception (KAP) of parents is an important factor for 
better immunization coverage. Previous studies showed misconceptions on parent’s knowledge 
towards childhood immunization. This study aimed at promoting the childhood immunization by 
providing information and knowledge to mothers regarding immunization. 
Methods: A prospective interventional study was conducted on 103 mothers for a period of six 
months in a tertiary care teaching hospital, Karnataka. The study was divided into Pre-intervention 
and post-intervention phases and was performed using a KAP questionnaire. 
Results: 103 mothers were enrolled in the study, of which 77 (74.75%) mothers were uneducated 
which was the main reason for lack of knowledge on immunization. Most of the mothers in pre-
intervention phase got score in the range of 2-4 and in post-intervention phase they got score in 
the range of 10-12. A significant difference was observed in the Pre and Post-intervention scores 
which indicated that level of knowledge among mothers was improved after counseling session. 
Chi-square test was used to analyse the pre and post- intervention scores and was found to be 
significant (p<0.01). Out of 103 mothers who had attended counseling session on immunization 
80 (77.66%) children were immunized, 23 (22.66%) were partially immunized and no one was 
unimmunized. 
Conclusions: It was therefore suggested that proper health education and health promotion 
interventions be taken as measures to improve knowledge, attitude and perception of mothers 
towards immunization as a disease prevention tool.  
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 23, Pages 1-248 (August 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/23?sdc=1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 46, Issue 3, 1 June 2017 
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 23, Issue 9, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
Article 
Universal heritage meets local livelihoods: ‘awkward engagements’ at the world 
cultural heritage listing in Bali 
Graeme MacRae 
Pages: 846-859 
Published online: 02 Sep 2017 
Abstract 
In 2012 the UNESCO World Heritage Committee added to its World Heritage List the ‘Cultural 
Landscape of Bali Province: the subak system as a manifestation of the Tri Hita Karana 
Philosophy’. Barely a year later, UNESCO had become sufficiently concerned about reports of 
various problems that it advised the Government of Indonesia of these concerns. Through 
ethnographic study of the initial implementation of the listing, this article reveals problems of 
uncontrolled development, and disputes over the allocation of benefits to local communities, and 
challenges to effective governance. It focuses on two key locations of the site, offering an analysis 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/23?sdc=1
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13527258.2017.1339107
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13527258.2017.1339107
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/MacRae%2C+Graeme
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of problems, their causes and effects. Beginning with the premise that the gulf of understanding 
between the global World Heritage system and local communities often creates a range of 
unintended consequences, this article reveals the many ‘awkward engagements’ that have 
emerged ‘on the ground’ in Bali as local agencies of government are left to their own devices to 
manage the World Heritage site. 
 
 
International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare 
Vol. 10 Issue: 3  2017 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijhrh/10/3 
Special Issue: Physical and mental health in children and young people: two sides of 
the same coin  
Editor(s): Lee Hudson and Deborah Christie 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
September 2017 Volume 62, p1-126  
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(17)X0008-8 
Original Reports 
Too young to be vaccinated: hospitalizations caused by varicella among children in the 
first year of life 
Ewelina Gowin, Jacek Wysocki, Michał Michalak, Danuta Januszkiewicz-Lewandowska 
p52–55 
Published online: July 19, 2017 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 24, 2017 - Issue 5 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
Issue Focus: Development and environment: the case study of coal-fired power plants 
in Inner Mongolia 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Summer 2017  Volume 51, Issue 2   Pages 289–564, e17–e32 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2017.51.issue-2/issuetoc 
MIGRATION AND INTEGRATION PROCESSES IN EUROPE 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
July 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 2  
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
August 22/29, 2017, Vol 318, No. 8, Pages 677-764  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 

http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijhrh/10/3
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
August 2017, Vol 171, No. 8, Pages 717-820  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
August 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 8  
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 42, Issue 4, August 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/volumesAndIssues/10900 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Journal of Cultural Heritage 
Volume 26, Pages 1-182 (July–August 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/12962074 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2017: Volume 7 Issue 2 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 128, Pages 1-80 (September 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/128?sdc=1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

Journal of Environmental Management 
Volume 196, Pages 1-732 (1 July 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797/196?sdc=1 
Original Research Article 
The importance of socio-ecological system dynamics in understanding adaptation to 
global change in the forestry sector 
Pages 36-47 
Victor Blanco, Calum Brown, Sascha Holzhauer, Gregor Vulturius, Mark D.A. Rounsevell 
Abstract 
   Adaptation is necessary to cope with or take advantage of the effects of climate change on 
socio-ecological systems. This is especially important in the forestry sector, which is sensitive to 
the ecological and economic impacts of climate change, and where the adaptive decisions of 
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owners play out over long periods of time. Relatively little is known about how successful these 
decisions are likely to be in meeting demands for ecosystem services in an uncertain future. 
We explore adaptation to global change in the forestry sector using CRAFTY-Sweden; an agent-
based model that represents large-scale land-use dynamics, based on the demand and supply of 
ecosystem services. Future impacts and adaptation within the Swedish forestry sector were 
simulated for scenarios of socio-economic change (Shared Socio-economic Pathways) and climatic 
change (Representative Concentration Pathways, for three climate models), between 2010 and 
2100. 
   Substantial differences were found in the competitiveness and coping ability of land owners 
implementing different management strategies through time. Generally, multi-objective 
management was found to provide the best basis for adaptation. Across large regions, however, a 
combination of management strategies was better at meeting ecosystem service demands. 
Results also show that adaptive capacity evolves through time in response to external (global) 
drivers and interactions between individual actors. This suggests that process-based models are 
more appropriate for the study of autonomous adaptation and future adaptive and coping 
capacities than models based on indicators, discrete time snapshots or exogenous proxies. 
Nevertheless, a combination of planned and autonomous adaptation by institutions and forest 
owners is likely to be more successful than either group acting alone. 
 

 

Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
September 2017 - Volume 71 - 9 
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
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Regional deprivation is associated with the distribution of vulnerable asylum seekers: 
a nationwide small area analysis in Germany  
Kayvan Bozorgmehr, Oliver Razum, Joachim Szecsenyi, Werner Maier, Christian Stock 
 
Evidence-based public health policy and practice 
Shifting disease burden in low and middle-income countries: a 14-year survival 
analysis of childhood mortality in Bangladesh  
Olakunle Alonge, Siran He, Dewan Emdadul Hoque, Shumona Sharmin Salam, Irteja Islam, Shams 
El-Arifeen, Adnan A Hyder 
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Journal of Medical Ethics 
September 2017 - Volume 43 - 9 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
Research ethics 
Paper: Vaccine testing for emerging infections: the case for individual randomisation  
Nir Eyal, Marc Lipsitch 
Abstract 
During the 2014–2015 Ebola outbreak in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, many opposed the use 
of individually randomised controlled trials to test candidate Ebola vaccines. For a raging fatal 
disease, they explained, it is unethical to relegate some study participants to control arms. In Zika 
and future emerging infections, similar opposition may hinder urgent vaccine research, so it is 
best to address these questions now. This article lays out the ethical case for individually 
randomised control in testing vaccines against many emerging infections, including lethal 
infections in low-income countries, even when at no point in the trial do the controls receive the 
countermeasures being tested. When individual randomisation is feasible—and it often will be—it 
tends to save more lives than alternative designs would. And for emerging infections, individual 
randomisation also tends as such to improve care, access to the experimental vaccine and 
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prospects for all participants relative to their opportunities absent the trial, and no less than 
alternative designs would. That obtains even under placebo control and without equipoise—
requiring which would undermine individual randomisation and the alternative designs that 
opponents proffered. Our arguments expound four often-neglected factors: benefits to non-
participants, benefits to participants once a trial is over including post-trial access to the study 
intervention, participants' prospects before randomisation to arms and the near-inevitable 
disparity between arms in any randomised controlled trial. 
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e875 
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The global burden of tuberculosis mortality in children: a mathematical modelling 
study 
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e898 
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Comment 
The challenges of cholera at the 2017 Hajj pilgrimage 
Alimuddin Zumla, Brian McCloskey, Tina Endericks, Esam I Azhar, Eskild Petersen 
Published: 10 August 2017 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(17)30454-1 
In September, 2017, up to 2 million pilgrims from all continents will arrive in Saudi Arabia for the 
annual Hajj pilgrimage.1 Living and worshipping together in crowded conditions will expose the 
pilgrims and the local Saudi Arabian community to a range of imported and local infections.1 Over 
the past 5 years the Hajj has focused attention on new and re-emerging infectious diseases with 
epidemic potential such as the Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV), Zika 
virus, and pan-antibiotic-resistant bacteria—global health security threats that are ongoing and 
under active surveillance.2 This year the explosive outbreak of cholera in Yemen,3 from where 
many pilgrims originate, represents a serious risk to all pilgrims during the Hajj, and has the 
potential for global spread after the pilgrims return to their countries of origin. As of July 21, 
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2017, the cholera epidemic in Yemen has affected an estimated 356 600 people and caused 1800 
deaths, with 5000 new active cases reported every day.4 
 
Cholera at the Hajj is not new.5 During the 1821 Hajj, 20,000 pilgrims died as a result of the 
global cholera epidemic, which started in India in 1817 and spread across the world. Another 
cholera epidemic during the 1865 Hajj killed 15,000 of 90,000 pilgrims, and spread worldwide, 
including to the USA and Europe, with 200,000 deaths.5 Dealing with infectious disease outbreaks 
and outbreak prevention at the Hajj has been a public health priority for Saudi Arabia because 
repeated endemic outbreaks of diarrhoeal diseases have occurred as a result of various pathogens 
prevalent in countries from which pilgrims originate. Since the 1865 outbreak, the Saudi Arabian 
health authorities have been well prepared to respond to an outbreak and have not had a major 
cholera outbreak, largely because of improvements to infrastructures for surveillance, rapid 
detection, and control through the Hajj Command and Control Centre.1 They have ensured 
hygienic living conditions for pilgrims, and easy and free access to washing facilities, purified 
water, and health services.1 
 
The latest overall cholera prevalence in Yemen has been estimated at 266 per 10,000 
population.6 In 2016, 19,500 Yemenis obtained a visa for the Hajj. If the attack rate is the same 
in a similar number of Yemeni pilgrims planning to attend the Hajj in 2017, up to roughly 582 
cases of cholera can be expected. Notably, about 80% of individuals infected with Vibrio cholerae 
do not show symptoms and remain undetected, but are infectious. Thus, cholera poses 
substantial public health challenges for the 2017 Hajj. The ongoing cholera epidemic in Yemen 
calls for extreme caution and requires that particular attention is given to prevention, surveillance, 
and control measures. Advances in the development and assessment of new cholera vaccines 
provide hope for better control.7 The WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on 
immunisation8 concluded at their meeting in April, 2017, that there is mounting evidence over the 
past 3 years that high coverage with oral cholera vaccine (OCV) results in a significant reduction 
of cholera transmission in various settings. 
 
Three killed whole-cell OCVs have been prequalified by WHO—Dukoral (Valneva, Stockholm, 
Sweden), Shanchol (Shantha Biotechnics, Hyderabad, India), and Euvichol (EuBiologics, Seoul, 
South Korea). All three vaccines have good safety profiles and greater than 60% effectiveness 
against cholera disease for at least 3 years after two doses. In 2013, WHO formally established an 
OCV stockpile, which consists of Shanchol and Euvichol. Thus, mandating the cholera vaccine for 
pilgrims from Yemen, and those countries where cholera is endemic, might be prudent and 
requires practical and feasible recommendations. 
 
WHO and Saudi Arabia should jointly commission a risk assessment to review the potential 
benefits, risks, costs, and practicalities of cholera vaccination and come up with feasible 
recommendations that should be operationally, clinically, financially, and politically sustainable. 
These recommendations should be included in the 2017 Saudi Arabian health requirements for 
pilgrims.9 Furthermore, WHO guidelines on measures to prevent cholera and community 
awareness campaigns should be put into practice and strictly implemented. Proactive health 
education campaigns, implemented before, during, and after the Hajj, using leaflets and social 
media targeting all pilgrims and local Saudi Arabia populations, are required. These campaigns 
should include recommendations for basic hygienic toilet practice, including hand-washing after 
defecation and before handling food and eating, and health-seeking behaviour for those who 
develop symptoms. Meanwhile, the focus on cholera must not deter the Saudi Arabian authorities 
from remaining vigilant with regard to other epidemic-prone gastrointestinal and respiratory tract 
pathogens.2 
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https://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Emily+Lyles%22
https://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Ann+Burton%22
https://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Shannon+Doocy%22
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2017.95.issue-2/issuetoc
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v23/n8/index.html
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
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Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 46, Issue 4, August 2017  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
VOL. 7, NO. 1 (AUGUST 2017) 
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pediatrics  
September 2017, VOLUME 140 / ISSUE 3 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/140/3?current-issue=y 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 35, Issue 9, September 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/35/9/page/1 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 2 September 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
[Accessed 2 September 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 2 September 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 2 September 2017)  
Policy Platform  
The francophone network on neglected tropical diseases  
Jean Jannin, Philippe Solano, Isadora Quick, Patrice Debre  
| published 31 Aug 2017 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005738  
[Excerpt] 

http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/140/3?current-issue=y
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/35/9/page/1
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/
http://www.plosmedicine.org/
http://www.plosntds.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005738
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005738
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…Launching and organization of the network 
   The Réseau Francophone sur les Maladies Tropicales Négligées (RFMTN) was officially launched 
on 8 April 2016 in Montpellier. This network, established under the auspices of the alliance for 
health and life sciences (AVIESAN), promotes collaboration between French research institutions 
and gathers research institutions, researchers, medical doctors, NGOs (having operational projects 
in the field of NTDs), the pharmaceutical industry, foundations, and DEC stakeholders. Its goal is 
to fill gaps on NTDs thanks to a reinforced contribution of France and to focus on elimination of 
NTDs. The network seeks to federate French and francophone institutions and individuals working 
on NTDs and to strengthen relations between NTDs stakeholders. It promotes interinstitutional 
collaborations on translational research, training, and implementation of elimination projects and 
aims at raising awareness of NTDs. Finally, it also envisions bridging with other existing European 
and African NTD networks. 
   The network, based on individual membership, is also open to associations and scientific 
societies. It is run by a secretariat hosted by Aviesan and is supported by a scientific and strategic 
committee comprising the member institutions, DEC stakeholders, industry, and NGOs. 
The RFMTN has decided to focus on the “elimination of NTDs,” addressing some key questions: 
How do we define ad hoc and implement control activities in order to sustain the targets of the 
Roadmap? 
   In the context of very low prevalence prevailing when approaching or reaching elimination 
targets, what can be done to offer a new spectrum of research to scientists in order to develop 
adequate tools (diagnostics, treatments, vaccines, vector-control tools) adapted to this context? 
How can industries and national governments be convinced to stay on board and maintain their 
efforts? How can we avoid the “punishment of success” by convincing donors to continue 
providing funding when prevalence of diseases is becoming very low?... 
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 2 September 2017]  
Research Article  
Stakeholder perceptions of communication about vaccination in two regions of 
Cameroon: A qualitative case study  
Heather Ames, Diangha Mabel Njang, Claire Glenton, Atle Fretheim, Jessica Kaufman, Sophie Hill, 
Afiong Oku, Julie Cliff, Yuri Cartier, Xavier Bosch-Capblanch, Gabriel Rada, Artur Manuel Muloliwa, 
Angela Oyo-Ita, Awah Paschal Kum, Simon Lewin  
Research Article | published 31 Aug 2017 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0183721  
 
Equalizing access to pandemic influenza vaccines through optimal allocation to public 
health distribution points  
Hsin-Chan Huang, Bismark Singh, David P. Morton, Gregory P. Johnson, Bruce Clements, Lauren 
Ancel Meyers  
Research Article | published 30 Aug 2017 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0182720  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 2 September 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 

http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0183721
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0183721
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0183721
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0182720
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0182720
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0182720
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
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Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 32 - Issue 4 - August 2017  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 100, Pages 1-298 (July 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/100?sdc=1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
17 May 2017; volume 284, issue 1854 
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/284/1854?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 10, Issue 2  July 2017 

http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Symposium on Daniel Hausman's Valuing Health: Well-Being, Freedom and Suffering 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 132, Issue 4, July/August 2017  
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
Volume 27, Issue 11, September 2017  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 36, Issue 3   September 2017 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 2 September 2017]  
Research 
Development and preliminary validation of a post-fistula repair reintegration 
instrument among Ugandan women  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/100?sdc=1
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/284/1854?current-issue=y
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-017-0372-8
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-017-0372-8
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Obstetric fistula is a debilitating and traumatic birth injury affecting 2–3 million women globally, 
mostly in sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. Affected women suffer physically, psychologically and 
socioeconomical... 
Alison El Ayadi, Hadija Nalubwama, Justus Barageine, Torsten B. Neilands, Susan Obore, Josaphat 
Byamugisha, Othman Kakaire, Haruna Mwanje, Abner Korn, Felicia Lester and Suellen Miller 
Reproductive Health 2017 14:109  
Published on: 2 September 2017 
 
Research 
Effect of female genital mutilation/cutting; types I and II on sexual function: case-
controlled study  
The existing literature is contradictory regarding effects of female genital mutilation/cutting 
(FGM/C) on sexual functions. The aim of this study was to explore the impact of type I and II 
FGM/C on sexual fun... 
Sahar A. Ismail, Ahmad M. Abbas, Dina Habib, Hanan Morsy, Medhat A. Saleh and Mustafa 
Bahloul 
Reproductive Health 2017 14:108  
Published on: 30 August 2017 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
August 2017  Volume 37, Issue 8  Pages 1435–1628 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-8/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
01 September 2017  Vol 357, Issue 6354 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Influence, integrity, and the FDA: An ethical framework 
By Spencer Phillips Hey, I. Glenn Cohen, Eli Y. Adashi, Aaron S. Kesselheim 
Science01 Sep 2017 : 876-877 Restricted Access 
Summary 
Among the core missions of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) are protecting public 
health by assuring the safety and efficacy of drugs, biologics, and medical devices and advancing 
public health by promoting scientific research and medical innovation (1). According to its 
mandate, the decisions made by the FDA in fulfilling these missions should be guided by scientific 
considerations, not economic or political ones. However, several recent, high-profile episodes 

https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-017-0371-9
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-017-0371-9
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-8/issuetoc
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/357/6354/876
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/357/6354/876
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have highlighted the fact that the FDA is buffeted by many external influences (2, 3). Such 
controversies require us to distinguish between legitimate influences that would improve the FDA 
or enhance its regulatory mission, illegitimate influences that seek to corrupt or undermine the 
agency, and influences that may be legitimate but nevertheless harm public health or patient 
outcomes. We present a decision framework to assist regulators, policy-makers, judges, 
physicians, and the public in evaluating the legitimacy and value of external influences on the 
FDA. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 180, Pages 1-196 (May 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/180 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 2 September 2017]  
Special Collection: Non-State Security Providers and Political Formation in Conflict-
Affected States 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Fall 2017   Volume 15, Number 4  
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2017 
   The B Corp movement has played a critical role in promoting socially responsible businesses. As 
positive as the movement has been, it has fallen short when it comes to ensuring that these same 
businesses make human rights a top priority. Read an in-depth analysis of this topic in our Fall 
2017 issue’s cover story, “Do Benefit Corporations Respect Human Rights?,” written by Joanne 
Bauer and Elizabeth Unlas. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 9, Issue 6 (June 2017) 
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
Volume 27 - Issue No. 1  
http://www.irct.org/publications/torture-journal/128 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 18, Issue 3, July 2017  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/180
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
https://ssir.org/issue/fall_2017
https://ssir.org/issue/ssir.org/articles/entry/do_benefit_corporations_respect_human_rights
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/6
http://www.irct.org/publications/torture-journal/128
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
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Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
May-June, 2017  Volume 17  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
August 2017   Volume 22, Issue 8  Pages 917–1052 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-8/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Volume LIV Nos. 1 & 2 2017    
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
May 2017  
Our Ocean, Our World 
   Under the theme “Our Ocean, Our World”, this special double issue of the UN Chronicle 
explores many of the problems facing the marine ecosystem, with articles by experts and eminent 
personalities actively engaged in finding solutions. The issue was planned in support of the Ocean 
Conference (New York, 5-9 June 2017) and Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and 
sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 12, Issue 3, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°84 - July 2017 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/83/ 
Special Issue - World Heritage in Poland  
   This year, the World Heritage Committee will meet for its 41st session in the World Heritage site 
of the Historic Centre of Kraków. We are very pleased to be hosted by Poland, an early supporter 
of the World Heritage Convention whose experts even participated in the drafting of the 
Convention itself. Poland’s heritage sites represent many aspects of World Heritage: a diversity of 
values, a rich history, and transboundary cooperation, among others. 
   In this issue, we will discover an overview of the architectural landscape of Poland, as well as 
the evolution of the protection of heritage in the country, from the early interest in preserving 
heritage to the rise of the community movement for protecting sites in the 19th century, and 
involvement of Polish experts in various international efforts such the drafting of the Venice 
Charter, and the formation of ICOMOS and of the International Committee of the Blue Shield 
(ICBS)… 
 
 
           #                               #                               #                               # 
 
           #                               #                               #                               # 
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foundation.  
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