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:: Week in Review
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education,
Holistic Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across
these broad themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this
regard. This is not intended to be a "news and events" digest.
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:::::::
:::::::
Sustainable Development
The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2017
July 2017 :: 64 pages

Overview

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2017 reviews progress made towards the 17
Goals in the second year of implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
The report is based on the latest available data. It highlights both gains and challenges as the
international community moves towards full realization of the ambitions and principles espoused
in the 2030 Agenda.
While considerable progress has been made over the past decade across all areas of
development, the pace of progress observed in previous years is insufficient to fully meet the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and targets by 2030. Time is therefore of the essence.
Moreover, as the following pages show, progress has not always been equitable. Advancements
have been uneven across regions, between the sexes, and among people of different ages,
wealth and locales, including urban and rural dwellers. Faster and more inclusive progress is
needed to accomplish the bold vision articulated in the 2030 Agenda.
:::::::
Lancet Global Health
Online First - Published: 17 July 2017

Articles

Financing transformative health systems towards achievement of the health
Sustainable Development Goals: a model for projected resource needs in 67 lowincome and middle-income countries
Karin Stenberg, Odd Hanssen, Tessa Tan-Torres Edejer, Melanie Bertram, Callum Brindley,
Andreia Meshreky, James E Rosen, John Stover, Paul Verboom, Rachel Sanders, Agnès Soucat

Summary

Background
The ambitious development agenda of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) requires
substantial investments across several sectors, including for SDG 3 (healthy lives and
wellbeing). No estimates of the additional resources needed to strengthen comprehensive
health service delivery towards the attainment of SDG 3 and universal health coverage in lowincome and middle-income countries have been published.
Methods
We developed a framework for health systems strengthening, within which population-level and
individual-level health service coverage is gradually scaled up over time. We developed
projections for 67 low-income and middle-income countries from 2016 to 2030, representing
95% of the total population in low-income and middle-income countries. We considered four
service delivery platforms, and modelled two scenarios with differing levels of ambition: a
progress scenario, in which countries' advancement towards global targets is constrained by
their health system's assumed absorptive capacity, and an ambitious scenario, in which most
countries attain the global targets. We estimated the associated costs and health effects,
including reduced prevalence of illness, lives saved, and increases in life expectancy. We
projected available funding by country and year, taking into account economic growth and
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch :: Journal Watch

anticipated allocation towards the health sector, to allow for an analysis of affordability and
financial sustainability.
Findings
We estimate that an additional $274 billion spending on health is needed per year
by 2030 to make progress towards the SDG 3 targets (progress scenario), whereas
US$371 billion would be needed to reach health system targets in the ambitious
scenario—the equivalent of an additional $41 (range 15–102) or $58 (22–167) per person,
respectively, by the final years of scale-up. In the ambitious scenario, total health-care spending
would increase to a population-weighted mean of $271 per person (range 74–984) across
country contexts, and the share of gross domestic product spent on health would increase to a
mean of 7·5% (2·1–20·5). Around 75% of costs are for health systems, with health workforce
and infrastructure (including medical equipment) as the main cost drivers. Despite projected
increases in health spending, a financing gap of $20–54 billion per year is projected. Should
funds be made available and used as planned, the ambitious scenario would save 97 million
lives and significantly increase life expectancy by 3·1–8·4 years, depending on the country
profile.
Interpretation
All countries will need to strengthen investments in health systems to expand service provision
in order to reach SDG 3 health targets, but even the poorest can reach some level of
universality. In view of anticipated resource constraints, each country will need to prioritise
equitably, plan strategically, and cost realistically its own path towards SDG 3 and universal
health coverage.
Funding
WHO.
WHO estimates cost of reaching global health targets by 2030

News release

17 July 2017 | GENEVA - The SDG Health Price Tag, published today in The Lancet Global
Health, estimates the costs and benefits of progressively expanding health services in order to
reach 16 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) health targets in 67 low- and middle-income
countries that account for 75% of the world’s population.
The analysis shows that investments to expand services towards universal health coverage and
the other SDG health targets could prevent 97 million premature deaths globally between now
and 2030, and add as much as 8.4 years of life expectancy in some countries. While most
countries can afford the investments needed, the poorest nations will need assistance to reach
the targets.
"Universal health coverage is ultimately a political choice. It is the responsibility of every
country and national government to pursue it," Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO
Director-General, wrote in a commentary accompanying the paper in The Lancet Global Health.
The SDG Health Price Tag models two scenarios: an “ambitious” scenario in which investments
are sufficient for countries to attain the health targets in the SDGs by 2030, and a “progress”
scenario in which countries get two thirds or more of the way to the targets.
In both scenarios, health systems investments such as employing more health workers; building
and operating new clinics, hospitals and laboratories; and buying medical equipment account
for about 75% of the total. The remaining costs are for medicines, vaccines, syringes and other
commodities used to prevent or treat specific diseases, and for activities such as training, health
campaigns and outreach to vulnerable communities.
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Under the "ambitious" scenario, achieving the SDG health targets would require new
investments increasing over time from an initial US$ 134 billion annually to $371 billion, or $58
per person, by 2030.
The analysis shows that 85% of these costs can be met with domestic resources, although as
many as 32 of the world’s poorest countries will face an annual gap of up to US$ 54 billion and
will continue to need external assistance. High-income countries were not included in the
analysis but other estimates show they can all afford to provide universal health coverage with
essential health services to their citizens.
The ambitious scenario includes adding more than 23 million health workers, and building more
than 415 000 new health facilities, 91% of which would be primary health care centres.
These investments would boost health spending as a proportion of gross domestic product
across all 67 countries from an average of 5.6% to 7.5%. The global average for health
spending as a proportion of GDP is 9.9%. Although higher spending does not necessarily
translate to improved health, making the right investments at the right time can…
::::::
::::::
1 in 10 infants worldwide did not receive any vaccinations in 2016

Joint news release UNICEF/WHO

GENEVA/NEW YORK, 17 JULY 2017 ─ Worldwide, 12.9 million infants, nearly 1 in 10, did not
receive any vaccinations in 2016, according to the most recent WHO and UNICEF immunization
estimates. This means, critically, that these infants missed the first dose of diphtheria-tetanuspertussis (DTP)-containing vaccine, putting them at serious risk of these potentially fatal
diseases.
Additionally, an estimated 6.6 million infants who did receive their first dose of DTP-containing
vaccine did not complete the full, three dose DTP immunization series in 2016. Since 2010, the
percentage of children who received their full course of routine immunizations has stalled at
86% (116.5 million infants), with no significant changes in any countries or regions during the
past year. This falls short of the global immunization coverage target of 90%.
“Most of the children that remain un-immunized are the same ones missed by health systems,”
says Dr Jean-Marie Okwo-Bele, Director of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals at WHO.
“These children most likely have also not received any of the other basic health services. If we
are to raise the bar on global immunization coverage, health services must reach the
unreached. Every contact with the health system must be seen as an opportunity to immunize.”
Immunization currently prevents between 2-3 million deaths every year, from diphtheria,
tetanus, whooping cough and measles. It is one of the most successful and cost-effective public
health interventions.

Global immunization coverage levels

According to the new data, 130 of the 194 WHO Member States have achieved and sustained at
least 90% coverage for DTP3 at the national level – one of the targets set out in the Global
Vaccine Action Plan. However, an estimated 10 million additional infants need to be vaccinated
in 64 countries, if all countries are to achieve at least 90% coverage. Of these children, 7.3
million live in fragile or humanitarian settings, including countries affected by conflict. 4 million
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of them also live in just three countries – Afghanistan, Nigeria and Pakistan – where access to
routine immunization services is critical to achieving and sustaining polio eradication.
In 2016, eight countries had less than 50% coverage with DTP3 in 2016, including Central
African Republic, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic
and Ukraine…
For the first time, WHO and UNICEF have collected disaggregated data on immunization
coverage at the subnational level. Of 194 reporting countries, 125 reported on subnational
coverage, covering nearly 20 000 districts and roughly two–thirds of the global infant
population. These data will help shed more light on geographical disparities in access to
vaccines.
:::::::
:::::::
Recalibrating Market Forces to Build Sustainable and Equitable Economies
Joint press release by PAGE, UN Environment, ILO, UNDP, UNIDO and UNITAR.
17 July 2017
NEW YORK (ILO News) – As world leaders gather this week to discuss progress towards the
ambitious Sustainable Development Goals , one partnership of UN Agencies has an ambitious
goal of its own. The Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE) believes that by
convening international institutions, governments, the private sector and civil society, it can
radically alter the way market forces work to promote sustainable and equitable economies.
PAGE aimed to spread this message to thought-leaders and policy-makers at a side-event to the
High Level Political Forum , entitled “Recalibrating Market Forces: How Greener and More
Inclusive Economies and Finance are Delivering on the Sustainable Development Goals.”
In the aftermath of a G20 summit that marked ideas about shared prosperity and
environmental sustainability as cornerstones for a broader global development agenda, the
question of how to shape this future has never been so relevant. Global economic activity
increased almost sevenfold between 1950 and 2000, but that increased productivity has come
at a cost, with rapid biodiversity loss, increasingly polluted air and waterways and climate
disruption indicating to many that a new model for productivity must be found.
Nonetheless, the dual imperatives to protect the earth and spark economic growth are not
necessarily at odds with one another. Guy Ryder, Director-General of the International Labour
Organization, said: “Greener economies can be engines of growth, both in advanced and
developing economies. They can generate decent green jobs that contribute significantly to
climate mitigation and adaptation, but also to poverty eradication and social inclusion.”…

About the Partnership for Action on Green Economy

The Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE) was launched in 2013 at the Rio+20
Conference in response to the call to support those countries wishing to embark on greener and
more inclusive growth trajectories. PAGE seeks to put sustainability at the heart of economic
policies and practices to advance the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and supports
nations and regions in reframing economic policies and practices around sustainability to foster
economic growth, create income and jobs, reduce poverty and inequality, and strengthen the
ecological foundations of their economies.
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PAGE brings together five UN agencies – UN Environment, International Labour Organization,
UN Development Programme, UN Industrial Development Organization, and UN Institute for
Training and Research – whose mandates, expertise and networks combined can offer
integrated and holistic support to countries on inclusive green economy, ensuring coherence
and avoiding duplication. PAGE represents a mechanism to coordinate UN action on green
economy and to assist countries in achieving and monitoring the emerging Sustainable
Development Goals, especially SDG 8: "Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic
growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all.”
:::::::
:::::::
Rural Development Report 2016 – Fostering inclusive rural transformation
IFAD
2016 :: 378 pages ISBN 978-92-9072-680-7
PDF: https://www.ifad.org/documents/30600024/30604583/RDR_WEB.pdf/c734d0c4-fbb14507-9b4b-6c432c6f38c3

Overview

The world is changing rapidly, across urban and rural areas. Growing demand for food – driven
by population increase and rising incomes – is creating opportunities and challenges for people
working in rural areas, including in smallholder agriculture and in the non-farm economy.
Rising agricultural productivity, more jobs off the farm and migration to cities are reshaping
rural life – but so too are adverse factors such as climate change, environmental degradation
and other risks.
Small farms continue to provide livelihoods for up to 2.5 billion people and account for up to 80
per cent of food produced in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. In a fast-changing world, rural areas
must transform - and rapidly - in order to be sustainably included in growing economies and to
contribute to overall prosperity.
But if rural transformation is essential to the development process, why have some countries
been able to transform and to reduce poverty faster than others? The answer to that question
is not only key to focus global efforts on eliminating poverty and hunger and to reach the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals, but to inclusively and sustainably transform rural areas.
This report provides a thorough analysis of this complex picture and seeks to answer three key
questions:
:: What are the different pathways of structural and rural transformation in developing
countries?
:: How do the different pathways affect rural poverty reduction and social and economic
inclusion?
:: What can policy makers do to stimulate and support inclusive rural transformation?
:::::::
:::::::
Hunger Pushes Over 20 Million People to the Brink of Starvation: U.S. Charities
Urgently Ask America to Take Action

First-of-its-kind coalition of leading relief organizations launches Hunger Relief Fund
Washington, DC – July 17, 2017
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For the first time, eight of the leading U.S.-based international relief organizations have joined
forces to urge the American public to donate to the new Hunger Relief Fund in response to
looming famines and persistent hunger threatening millions of people in South Sudan, Nigeria,
Yemen, Somalia and neighboring countries. More than 20 million people face starvation in the
coming months and, without immediate help, 1.4 million severely malnourished children could
die.
“Drought, displacement and conflict have converged with alarming consequences,” according to
the chief executive officers of the organizations in the Global Emergency Response Coalition. “In
the 21st century, innocent children should not be dying from hunger. People caught in this crisis
are generously opening their homes and sharing what little they have, but they have run out of
time and resources — they need our help now.”
In Yemen, a child under five dies every 10 minutes because of the lack of food and basic
resources. In South Sudan, families have been forced to flee their homes and are surviving on
water lilies alone while hiding in swamps. In Somalia, teenagers walk for hours just to get
enough water to last their families one day. In Nigeria, there have been reports of people
eating sand to ward off starvation. Families are dying not only from hunger, but also from
diseases such as cholera and measles because they lack clean water and sanitation.
The Global Emergency Response Coalition will use Hunger Relief Fund donations to help those
already going hungry and on the brink of famine survive and lay the groundwork for recovery.
The coalition is comprised of CARE, International Medical Corps, International Rescue
Committee, Mercy Corps, Oxfam, Plan International, Save the Children and World Vision.
Together, these organizations are working in 106 countries to reach millions of the world’s most
vulnerable people with urgent assistance such as food, water, shelter, education and medical
care, as well as resources to build resilience to future food crises.
“We can make a difference together and give people who are suffering more than food and
resources. We can give them hope and show them they're not invisible — and they're not
alone,” said Sheryl Sandberg, Chief Operating Officer of Facebook.
Partners including BlackRock, Google, PepsiCo, Twitter and Visa are working with the Global
Emergency Response Coalition to help raise awareness and funds during the two-week appeal.
The PepsiCo Foundation and BlackRock also will each generously match donations up to $1
million.
“We are proud to help combat a hunger emergency the U.N. has called the largest
humanitarian crisis since 1945,” said Indra K. Nooyi, Chairman and CEO of PepsiCo. “Companies
and foundations like ours must lend a hand when communities are in need. And I urge others
to join us and do what they can to bring humanitarian assistance to the millions of men, women
and children who desperately need it.”
“The magnitude of this humanitarian crisis demands cooperation and action. These international
relief organizations have responded forcefully by joining together to fight hunger,” said
Laurence D. Fink, Chairman and CEO of BlackRock. “BlackRock applauds the work of the
coalition and we are proud to support their efforts to provide aid in the region and to mobilize
on a massive scale.”
The appeal lasts through July 28, 2017 and donations to the Hunger Relief Fund can be made
at www.globalemergencyresponse.org. The public service announcement voiced by actor and
humanitarian George Clooney may be viewed on YouTube. Broadcast-quality video and radio
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch :: Journal Watch

versions in several lengths are available for download upon request.

CEOs of the Global Emergency Response Coalition:
Michelle Nunn, CARE
Nancy Aossey, International Medical Corps
David Miliband, International Rescue Committee
Neal Keny-Guyer, Mercy Corps
Abby Maxman, Oxfam
Tessie San Martin, Plan International USA
Carolyn Miles, Save the Children
Rich Stearns, World Vision
::::::
::::::
IMPUNITY MUST END: Attacks on Health in 23 Countries in Conflict in 2016
SAFEGUARDING HEALTH IN CONFLICT COALITION
July 2017 :: 84 pages
PDF: https://www.safeguardinghealth.org/sites/shcc/files/SHCC2017final.pdf

This report should once again serve as an alarm about the scale and scope of attacks on health
care. In many cases, these violations amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity, and
collectively they threaten the health, well-being, and the lives of people who may number in the
millions. In 2016, these attacks continue to occur with impunity.
Excerpt from Introduction
This is the fourth annual report by the Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition documenting
attacks on, interference with, and obstruction of health workers, patients, facilities, and
transports during periods of armed conflict and political violence across the world. The
Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition is a group of more than 30 civil society, health
provider, and human rights organizations working to protect health workers and services
threatened by war or civil unrest. We have raised awareness of global attacks on health and
pressed United Nations agencies for greater global action to protect the security of health
care. We monitor attacks, strengthen universal norms of respect for the right to health, and
demand accountability for perpetrators.
In this report, we review events in 23 countries affected by conflict or political volatility in
2016, compared to 19 countries in 2015. The countries we are reporting for the first time are
Armenia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Jammu and Kashmir (India), Mozambique, and Niger. Two countries
that were included in our 2015 report—Colombia and Thailand—are not included in this report
because either there were no reported attacks or sound data were not available.
::::::
::::::
Emergencies
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies [to 22 July 2017]
Yemen –
:: Yemen cholera situation report no. 4 19 JULY 2017

Highlights

:: National Emergency Operations Centres (EOCs) in Aden and Sana'a have now been
redesigned and strengthened to harness the full capacity of United Nations agencies and
partners to support the cholera response.
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:: The national Case Fatality Ratio (CFR) has been reduced to 0.5%, with 99.5% of people
with suspected cholera surviving.
:: Surveillance confirms a decline in suspected cases over the past two weeks in some of the
most affected governorates (e.g. Amanat al-Asimah, Amran and Sana’a). This data should be
interpreted with caution, however, given a backlog in the analysis of suspected cases. Even if
the outbreak is beginning to slow in some areas, thousands are falling sick every day. Sustained
efforts are required to stop the spread of this disease.
:: The World Health Organization (WHO) has successfully established 47 diarrhoea treatment
centres of the 50 centres in the original plan.
:: A cholera vaccination campaign originally planned for July 2017 has been
postponed at the request of the health authorities, in favour of a much larger
preventive campaign next year targeting millions of Yemenis at risk of the disease.
:: WHO and UNICEF are supporting a door to door awareness campaign at the end of July to
help people understand how they can keep their families safe from cholera.
South Sudan
:: WHO scales up cholera response with 500 000 doses of oral cholera vaccine for
vaccination campaign in South Sudan
Juba, South Sudan, 19 July 2017: The World Health Organization (WHO) received 500 000
doses of oral cholera vaccine (OCV) on 17 July 2017. WHO is working with the Republic of
South Sudan’s Ministry of Health and partners to scale up cholera vaccination campaign from 28
July to 3 August 2017.
Cumulatively, a total of 17 785 cholera cases including 320 (CFR 1.8%) deaths have been
reported from 24 counties in South Sudan since the outbreak in June 2106.
“Cholera is endemic in South Sudan and historically, outbreaks have occurred along major
commercial routes and rivers in the dry season as well as during the rainy season,” said Dr
Joseph Wamala, WHO Epidemiologist. “South Sudan has suffered from several major cholera
outbreaks in the last four years. Following other successful oral cholera vaccine campaigns,
WHO and partners can make a real difference in controlling the outbreak in Tonj and Kapoeta
states and in other parts of the country.”
The use of the OCV is one of the strategies available to prevent and combat outbreaks. At the
same time, South Sudan is implementing the integrated approach for cholera control. The
strategy harnesses strategies for improving access to patient care, surveillance, social
mobilisation, water, sanitation and hygiene, and use of oral cholera vaccines.
South Sudan recently requested OCV to complement the current response in areas with active
cholera transmission. The country has developed extensive experience in deploying OCV to
prevent cholera in endemic areas and to interrupt transmission for ongoing outbreaks. As a
result of these integrated and comprehensive strategies, especially with deployment of OCV,
cholera transmission in Bor, Mingkaman, Duk, Ayod, Bentiu, Leer, Aburoc, Malakal Town, and
several other areas has been controlled.
A planned OCV campaign is scheduled to take place 28 July to 3 August, 2017 in four selected
counties with high active transmission. These include Tonj East, Kapoeta South, Kapoeta North
and Kapoeta East counties. In Tonj East, the surrounding payams will be targeted to limit
further spread of the outbreak. WHO jointly with the Health Cluster, UNICEF and MSF-CH
facilitated a training of over 26 supervisors drawn from the Ministry of Health and partners to
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oversee the OCV campaign in the above mentioned counties. County level cascade trainings are
slated for 25-26 July 2017.
With some 6 million people in South Sudan facing starvation, WHO and partners have been
responding across the country, particularly in places facing famine, food insecurity and disease
outbreaks.
Furthermore, food insecurity is putting people at increased risk of starvation and malnutrition,
which will further contribute to the risk of spread of the cholera outbreak in South Sudan.
Drought has also led to the drying of water points in some regions leading to the population
using contaminated water from the remaining few unprotected points leading to repeated
outbreaks of water-borne diseases including cholera.
Many countries and partners have introduced OCVs as part of their cholera control programs in
endemic and epidemic settings. Currently, the International Coordinating Group manages the
global stockpile for emergency use of OCV.
Iraq - No new announcements identified.
Nigeria - No new announcements identified.
The Syrian Arab Republic - No new announcements identified.
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies [to 22 July 2017]
Myanmar
:: WHO and Health Cluster partners support rapid health assessments and response in floodaffected areas, Rakhine State
Since the beginning of July 2016 heavy monsoonal rains have hit several areas of Myanmar,
resulting in floods in five townships of Rakhine State and putting other States and Regions of
the country (Sagaing and Magway regions, Chin state) on high alert for flooding risk. Around
27,000 people have been affected by flooding according to Government and UN estimates, and
many remain displaced due to high water levels in their townships…
Cameroon - No new announcements identified
Central African Republic - No new announcements identified.
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified.
Libya - No new announcements identified.
Niger - No new announcements identified.
Ukraine - No new announcements identified
::::::
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies

The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, largescale humanitarian crises.
Syrian Arab Republic
:: 21 Jul 2017 Syria: EWARS Weekly Bulletin, Week No. 23 (4 Jun– 10 Jun 2017)
Highlights:
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(4) AFP cases were reported during this week, (3) cases from Al-Mayadin in Deir-ez-Zor, (1)
case from Rural Damascus.  A notable decrease in SM cases reported for three consecutive
weeks.
(58) Suspected Measles cases were reported during this week: from Ar-Raqqa (17), Damascus
(17), Deirez-Zor (14), and Dar’a (6)
:: 15 Jul 2017 Millions of Syrians benefit from cross-border operations
Three years after the adoption of a Security Council resolution on relief delivery across border
lines in Syria, cross-border operations continue to play a pivotal role in the delivery of lifesaving assistance to millions of Syrians.
Yemen
:: Yemen Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 25 | 16 July 2017

HIGHLIGHTS

:: 332,658 suspected cholera cases and over 1,759 cholera deaths reported between 27 April
and 13 July.
:: Two million people more need assistance, bringing the number of people in need to 20.7
million from 18.8 million in January.
:: From January to April 2017, 4.3 million people were assisted across Yemen out of the total
target population of 11.9 million.
:: 22 civilians were killed or injured in an air attack on a market in Sa’ada near the border with
Saudi Arabia.

Worst cholera outbreak in the world
More than 330,000 suspected cases with 1,759 associated deaths reported in less than three
months

The cholera epidemic sweeping across Yemen is currently the worst such outbreak in the world.
At the end of June, suspected cases exceeded 200,000 people, increasing at an average of
5,000 every day, with one person dying nearly every hour. Children and the elderly are the
most affected; children under the age of 15 account for 40 per cent of suspected cases and a
quarter of the deaths while those aged over 60 represent 30 per cent of fatalities. The
governorates most affected by cholera are Amanat Al Asimah, Al Hudaydah, Hajjah and Amran.
The situation is particularly worrying in ‘’hot spots’ like Ibb, Raymah, Dhamar, Hajjah and Al
Mahwit, where case fatality ratios, a reference to the proportion of deaths within a designated
population, have exceeded the one per cent emergency threshold established by the World
Health Organisation (WHO).
Cholera is endemic to Yemen, but the current outbreak is the direct consequence of more than
two years of heavy conflict that has moved an already weak and impoverished country towards
social, economic and institutional collapse. The war has decimated Yemen’s health system,
damaged key infrastructure and cut off 15.7 million people from access to adequate clean water
and sanitation. In the last 10 months, about 30,000 health and sanitation workers have not
received their salaries; only a third of critical medical supplies have entered the country
compared to the period before March 2015; and garbage has piled up in the cities. Indeed, the
current numbers of cholera cases are likely to be an underrepresentation of the magnitude of
the epidemic since only 45 per cent of health facilities are effectively functioning and
surveillance systems are weak.
Data collection and verification is a major challenge throughout the country. Between 27 April
and 13 July 2017, a total of 332, 658 suspected cholera cases and 1,759 deaths were reported
in all governorates except the island of Socotra.

Response ramped up but the magnitude of the outbreak is outstripping capacity to respond
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Humanitarian partners have ramped up efforts to contain the outbreak. However, the
magnitude of the outbreak is beyond the capacity, presence and reach of humanitarian
organisations who have had to reprogramme meagre resources available to tackle widespread
food insecurity for the cholera response. Displacement and high levels of food insecurity
compound the cholera crisis.
The current cholera outbreak has overwhelmed what remains of Yemen’s conflictbattered
health system. Hospitals and treatment centres are struggling to cope with large numbers of
patients and medicines and intravenous fluids are quickly running out. Various partners are
racing to stop the acceleration of the cholera outbreak, working around the clock to detect and
track the spread of disease and to reach people with clean water, adequate sanitation and
medical treatment. Rapid response teams are going house-to-house to reach families with
information about how to protect themselves by cleaning and storing drinking water. Medical
supplies such intravenous fluids, and Oral Rehydration Salts and water chlorination tablets have
been shipped in and plans are underway for a nationwide anti-cholera campaign from 15 July in
priority districts. Despite these efforts, the response continues to lag behind. Some 5,006
Cholera Treatment Centre beds are needed but only 2,351 are currently available, along with
2,003 Oral Rehydration Points, of which only 624 are currently available. On 4 July, WHO
reported that out of 309 districts with reported cholera cases, cholera partners are only present
in 121 districts.
Even then, the risk of the epidemic affecting thousands more people is real as the health,
water, sanitation and hygiene systems are unable to cope and humanitarian funding remains
low. As of 16 July, the 2017 Yemen Humanitarian Response Fund is 40 per cent funded.
Additionally, humanitarian organizations continue to face restrictions on movements of supplies
and people to and from Yemen. Al Hudaydah port, which is the main entry point for
humanitarian supplies, is operating at limited capacity due to damage sustained from attacks.
In Sana’a, the main airport is closed to commercial traffic, thus preventing people seeking
medical assistance not available in Yemen to travel abroad for treatment.
Iraq - No new announcements identified
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies

When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field.
Ethiopia
:: Ethiopia Weekly Humanitarian Bulletin, 17 July 2017

DRC
:: Note d'informations humanitaires, 19 juillet 2017 : Mission du chef des affaires humanitaires
des Nations Unies en République Démocratique du Congo
Somalia
:: Horn of Africa: Humanitarian Impacts of Drought – Issue 8 (18 July 2017)
Nigeria - No new announcements identified.
::::::
::::::
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Dashboard: International Coordinating Group (ICG) on Vaccine Provision on cholera
[accessed 22 July 2017]
Country: Yemen
ICG request receive date: 14 Jun 2017
Status: Partially-approved
Context: Outbreak response
Doses shipped: 500,000
Confirmed delivery dates: Vaccine scheduled to arrive in Saana on 6 July before the request
was cancelled by requestor
Vaccination implementation: Vaccine redirected to another country
*

*

*

*

Agency/Government/IGO Watch

We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor.
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly
[to 22 July 2017]
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/

Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage

21 July 2017
GA/PAL/1394
Communiqué Condemns ‘Blatant Aggression’ of Al-Aqsa Mosque Closure, as
International Meeting on Jerusalem Question Concludes
BAKU, Azerbaijan, 21 July — The International Conference on the Question of Jerusalem
concluded this afternoon with the introduction of a communiqué on behalf of its organizers
condemning the recent closure of the Al-Aqsa Mosque and restrictions on worshippers therein,
as well as a discussion of legal issues related to the 50-year-old Israeli occupation.
20 July 2017
SC/12917
Unanimously Adopting Resolution 2368 (2017), Security Council Reaffirms Its
Resolve to Combat Terrorism
The Security Council today unanimously adopted a resolution reinforcing its resolve to adapt
to evolving terrorist threats, encouraging Governments to update their methods for cutting off
funds to terrorist groups, preventing their travel, banning them from acquiring arms and
ensuring that sanctions were fully implemented.
18 July 2017
SG/SM/18616-GA/11930-OBV/1734
Best Way to Honour Nelson Mandela Is through Actions that Improve World,
Secretary-General Says in Remarks for International Observance
Following are UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks to the General Assembly
informal plenary on Nelson Mandela International Day:
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UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 22 July
2017]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true

Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS”
Press briefing notes on Yemen

Extreme harm to Afghan civilians continues as suicide attacks worsen, new UN report shows
Mexico: UN experts call for an independent and impartial investigation into use of spyware
against rights defenders and journalists
Peru needs new thinking on business conflicts to improve human rights – UN experts
Press briefing notes on Libya
Comment by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein on the death of
Liu Xiaobo
UN rights expert compliments Cuba’s international solidarity, prods rights progress
UN Committee against Torture to review Antigua and Barbuda, Ireland, Panama and Paraguay
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx

No new digest content identified.

Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children
[to 22 July 2017]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx

No new digest content identified.

SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and
Armed Conflict [to 22 July 2017]
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/

No new digest content identified.

Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx

No new digest content identified.

SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in
Conflict [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/

No new digest content identified.

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch :: Journal Watch

UN OCHA [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases

Selected Press Releases

22 July 2017
The Humanitarian Coordinator Strongly Condemns Attacks Against Civilians in
Bangassou
21 July 2017
United Nations relief chief appeals for urgent funds for people in need in DR Congo
20 July 2017
South Sudan: Humanitarian Coordinator a.i. condemns threat letters against aid
workers
18 July 2017
Republic of Congo, Pool region: Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan for
138,000 persons in distress
18 July 2017
UN Humanitarian Chief Urges the International Community to Sustain Its Efforts For
the Sake of the Central African Republic’s People
16 July 2017
Millions of Syrians benefit from cross-border operations
UNICEF [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.unicef.org/media/
20 July 2017
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Angélique Kidjo and Benin’s music stars say NO to
child marriage!
COTONOU, Benin, - UNICEF international Goodwill Ambassador, Angélique Kidjo and UNICEF
Benin national Goodwill Ambassador Zeynab Abib, along with seven of Benin’s greatest artists
have joined forces to create a song calling on the population to say NO to child marriage, as
part of the national Zero Tolerance Campaign against child marriage.
Children paying a disproportionate price as famine looms across Somalia, South
Sudan, north-east Nigeria and Yemen
WASHINGTON D.C., 18 July 2017 – This is a summary of a prepared statement by Justin
Forsyth, UNICEF Deputy Executive Director – to whom quoted text may be attributed – today to
the Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on Multilateral International Development,
Multilateral Institutional Economic, Energy and Environmental Policy.
Malala visits Nigeria to draw attention to education crisis
MAIDUGURI/DAKAR/GENEVA/NEW YORK, 18 July 2017 – During her visit to Nigeria, education
activist Malala Yousafzai met today with girls displaced by the Boko Haram crisis.
New Indonesia report highlights critical role of ending child poverty and violence to
achieving sustainable development
NEW YORK/JAKARTA, 18 July 2017 –The Government of Indonesia and UNICEF today launched
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a new report showcasing the progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
that the country has made for children, acknowledging challenges and highlighting the crucial
role of preventing violence against children in reducing poverty.
Children increasingly targeted in Central African Republic violence
BANGUI/DAKAR/NEW YORK/GENEVA, 18 July 2017 – Months of renewed fighting in the Central
African Republic (CAR) have led to an increasing number of violent acts committed against
children, including murders, abductions, rape and recruitment into armed groups – UNICEF
warned today.
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Angelique Kidjo meets Syrian and Lebanese youth in
refugee settlements
BEIRUT, Lebanon, 18 July 2017 – UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador and three time Grammy Award
winner, Angelique Kidjo, met with Syrian and Lebanese youth in refugee settlements in Lebanon
to mark World Youth Skills Day on Saturday 15 July.
Radio programs help keep children learning in Lake Chad crisis
DAKAR/BRUSSELS, 18 July 2017 – An innovative radio education programme has begun in the
Lake Chad basin as part of a comprehensive effort to support the 1.3 million children who have
been displaced by the violence of the conflict with Boko Haram. The radio education
programmes offer an alternative platform for the 200,000 children in crisis affected areas who
are unable to access schools in the Far North of Cameroon and in the Diffa region of Niger.
Mediterranean rescue vessels must not be prevented from saving refugee and
migrant children at sea - UNICEF
NEW YORK/GENEVA, 17 July 2017 – With thousands of refugees and migrants being pulled
from the Mediterranean Sea each week, UNICEF is warning that a proposed code of conduct for
NGOs carrying out search and rescue missions could put many lives at risk – especially those of
children.
1 in 10 infants worldwide did not receive any vaccinations in 2016
GENEVA/NEW YORK, 17 JULY 2017 ─ Worldwide, 12.9 million infants, nearly 1 in 10, did not
receive any vaccinations in 2016, according to the most recent WHO and UNICEF immunization
estimates. This means, critically, that these infants missed the first dose of diphtheria-tetanuspertussis (DTP)-containing vaccine, putting them at serious risk of these potentially fatal
diseases.
from Qatar to provide assistance to children impacted by the conflict in Syria.
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html

Briefing Notes

UNHCR welcomes registration of a million undocumented Afghans in Pakistan 21 Jul
2017
CAR violence driving more refugees into northern DRC, local communities stretched
to cope 18 Jul 2017

Press releases and news comments

UNHCR shocked and saddened by civilian deaths in Taizz, Yemen 19 Jul 2017
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UNHCR seeks support for alternatives to dangerous refugee journeys 18 Jul 2017
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases

Selected Announcements

2017-07-21 15:48
UN Migration Agency Issues Report on Arrivals of Sexually Exploited Migrants,
Chiefly from Nigeria
Rome — Over the past three years, IOM Italy has seen an almost 600 per cent increase in the
number of potential sex trafficking victims arriving in Italy by sea.
UN Migration Agency, EU Partner to Provide Returning Nigerian Migrants with
Reintegration Assistance
2017-07-21 15:47
Abuja – As of late July onwards, nearly 4,000 Nigerian migrants will receive reintegration
assistance from IOM, the UN Migration Agency.
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 111,514 in 2017; 2,360 Deaths
2017-07-21 15:46
Geneva – IOM, the UN Migration Agency, reports that 111,514 migrants and refugees entered
Europe by sea in 2017 through 19 July.
50,000 Syrians and Iraqis Visit UN Migration Agency, Germany's Family Assistance
Programme Offices in Last 12 Months
2017-07-18 16:40
Iraq - Since July 2016, IOM has assisted in person over 50,000 vulnerable migrants
with family reunifications in Germany through its Family Assistance Programme.
Charter on Inclusion of Persons with Disability in Humanitarian Action Endorsed by
UN Migration Agency
2017-07-18 16:39
Switzerland - On 17 July 2017, IOM, the UN Migration Agency, endorsed the Charter on
Inclusion of Persons with Disability in Humanitarian Action.
UN Migration Agency Holds Policy Discussion on Addressing Needs of Stranded,
Vulnerable Migrants in East, Horn of Africa
2017-07-18 16:33
United Republic of Tanzania - From 18-20 July 2017, IOM, the UN Migration Agency, will hold
a policy workshop in Zanzibar for government representatives of Ethiopia, Kenya and Tanzania,
on addressing the needs of stranded and vulnerable migrants on the Southern migration
route...
UNAIDS [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.unaids.org/

Selected Press Releases & Updates

Ending AIDS: progress towards the 90–90–90 targets – Global AIDS Update 2017
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
July 2017 :: 198 pages
PDF: http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/Global_AIDS_update_2017_en.pdf
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Overview

Ending AIDS: progress towards the 90–90–90 targets, gives a detailed analysis of progress and
challenges towards achieving the 90–90–90 targets. The report shows that for the first time the
scales have tipped: more than half of all people living with HIV (53%) now have access to HIV
treatment and AIDS-related deaths have almost halved since 2005. In 2016, 19.5 million of the
36.7 million people living with HIV had access to treatment, and AIDS-related deaths have
fallen from 1.9 million in 2005 to 1 million in 2016. Provided that scale-up continues, this
progress puts the world on track to reach the global target of 30 million people on treatment by
2020.

Foreward

When I launched the 90–90–90 targets three years ago, many people thought they were
impossible to reach. Today, the story is very different. Families, communities, cities and
countries have witnessed a transformation, with access to HIV treatment accelerating in
the past three years. A record 19.5 million people are accessing antiretroviral therapy,
and for the first time more than half of all people living with HIV are on treatment. More
countries are paying for HIV treatment themselves. More people living with HIV are
employed, more girls are in school, there are fewer orphans, there is less ill health and less
poverty. Families and communities are feeling more secure.
With science showing that starting treatment as early as possible has the dual benefit of
keeping people living with HIV healthy and preventing HIV transmission, many countries
have now adopted the gold-standard policy of treat all. Our efforts are bringing a strong
return on investment. AIDS-related deaths have been cut by nearly half from the 2005
peak. We are seeing a downward trend in new HIV infections, especially in eastern and
southern Africa, where new HIV infections have declined by a third in just six years. This
good news is a result of the combined effect of a rapid scale-up of treatment and existing
HIV prevention interventions. Moving forward, every additional dollar invested in AIDS will
deliver a US$ 8 return.
But our quest to end AIDS has only just begun. We live in fragile times, where gains can
be easily reversed. The biggest challenge to moving forward is complacency.
Global solidarity and shared responsibility has driven the success we have achieved so
far. This must be sustained. But for several years now, resources for AIDS have remained
stagnant, and we are not on track to reach the US$ 26 billion of investment we need by
2020. Without more domestic investments and international assistance, we cannot push
faster on the Fast-Track. More people will become infected with HIV and lives will be lost.
Without more community health workers, health systems will remain stretched. Without
changing laws, key populations will be left behind.
We must not fail children, women and girls, young people and key populations. We must
engage with men differently. Men are being left behind in the push to 90–90–90, in turn
affecting the lives of women and children.
I remain optimistic. This report clearly demonstrates the power of the 90–90–90 targets
and what can be achieved in a short time. It shows that innovations are possible at every
level—from communities to research laboratories, from villages to cities. It illustrates the
power of political leadership to make the impossible possible.

Michel Sidibé
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UNAIDS Executive Director
Press Release

The scales have tipped—UNAIDS announces 19.5 million people on life-saving
treatment and AIDS-related deaths halved since 2005

The 90–90–90 targets are galvanizing global action and saving lives. Eastern and southern
Africa leading the way in reducing new HIV infections by nearly 30% since 2010—Malawi,
Mozambique, Uganda and Zimbabwe have reduced new HIV infection by nearly 40% or more
since 2010. Concerted efforts still needed for children, adolescents, men and key populations,
and in certain regions.

GENEVA/PARIS, 20 July 2017—UNAIDS has released a new report showing that for the first
time the scales have tipped: more than half of all people living with HIV (53%) now have
access to HIV treatment and AIDS-related deaths have almost halved since 2005. In 2016, 19.5
million of the 36.7 million people living with HIV had access to treatment, and AIDS-related
deaths have fallen from 1.9 million in 2005 to 1 million in 2016. Provided that scale-up
continues, this progress puts the world on track to reach the global target of 30 million people
on treatment by 2020.
“We met the 2015 target of 15 million people on treatment and we are on track to double that
number to 30 million and meet the 2020 target,” said Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of
UNAIDS. “We will continue to scale up to reach everyone in need and honour our commitment
of leaving no one behind.”
The region showing the most progress is eastern and southern Africa, which has been most
affected by HIV and which accounts for more than half of all people living with HIV. Since 2010,
AIDS-related deaths have declined by 42%. New HIV infections have declined by 29%,
including a 56% drop in new HIV infections among children over the same period, a remarkable
achievement resulting from HIV treatment and prevention efforts that is putting eastern and
southern Africa on track towards ending its AIDS epidemic.

WHAT’S ON TRACK
90–90–90 progress
The report, Ending AIDS: progress towards the 90–90–90 targets, gives a detailed analysis of

progress and challenges towards achieving the 90–90–90 targets. The targets were launched in
2014 to accelerate progress so that, by 2020, 90% of all people living with HIV know their HIV
status, 90% of all people with diagnosed HIV are accessing sustained antiretroviral therapy and
90% of all people accessing antiretroviral therapy are virally suppressed.
The report shows that in 2016 more than two thirds (70%) of people living with HIV now know
their HIV status. Of the people who know their status, 77% were accessing treatment, and of
the people accessing treatment, 82% were virally supressed, protecting their health and helping
to prevent transmission of the virus.
Eastern and southern Africa, western and central Europe and North America and Latin America
are on track to reach the 90–90–90 targets by 2020. In eastern and southern Africa, 76% of
people living with HIV know their HIV status, 79% of people who know their HIV-positive status
have access to antiretroviral therapy and 83% of people who are on treatment have
undetectable levels of HIV—this equates to 50% of all people living with HIV in eastern and
southern Africa with viral suppression. The Caribbean and Asia and the Pacific can also reach
the 90–90–90 targets if programmes are further accelerated.
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Seven countries have already achieved the 90–90–90 targets—Botswana, Cambodia, Denmark,
Iceland, Singapore, Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland—and
many more are close to achieving it.
“Ending AIDS is possible - it is a shared engagement and aspiration. One that cities can lead
while promoting inclusive societies for all,” said Anne Hidalgo, Mayor of Paris…

In 2016 an estimated:
::
::
::
::

19.5 million people were accessing antiretroviral therapy
36.7 million [30.8 million–42.9 million] people globally were living with HIV
1.8 million [1.6 million–2.1 million] people became newly infected with HIV
1.0 million [830 000–1.2 million] people died from AIDS-related illnesses

WHAT’S OFF TRACK?
Treatment for children living with HIV

Only 43% of children living with HIV have access to antiretroviral therapy, compared to 54%
of adults. Ending AIDS also reveals that as many as two thirds of children under two years old
are diagnosed late and start treatment with advanced immunodeficiency, resulting in a high
mortality rate for children of this age group. More action is needed to diagnose and treat
children living with HIV.

Young people are lagging behind

Young people (15–24 years) are lagging behind on multiple fronts—knowledge of HIV, HIV
testing, treatment and prevention. Young people continue to be at great risk of HIV infection,
especially young women in sub-Saharan Africa. New HIV infections among young women in
sub-Saharan Africa are 44% higher than among young men of their age in the region. Around
610 000 new HIV infections occurred among young people aged 15–24 years; 59% of those
new infections occurred among young women age 15–24 years.
In Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe, half of young people do not know their status and more than
half do not have access to HIV treatment. Only 36% of young men and 30% of young women
in sub-Saharan Africa had a basic knowledge of how to protect themselves from HIV.
Population-based HIV Impact Assessments (PHIAs) conducted in Malawi, Zambia and
Zimbabwe, and supported by the United States President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief,
found that less than 50% of young people living with HIV were aware of their HIV status,
compared to 78% of adults aged 35–59 years.

Men not being reached

The report reveals that less than 50% of young men know how to protect themselves from
HIV infection, that men are much less likely to know their HIV status or start treatment than
women and that less than 50% of men living with HIV are accessing antiretroviral therapy.
Many men who are diagnosed with HIV are diagnosed late and start treatment only when they
fall ill, making them much more likely to die of AIDS-related illnesses than women. Deaths from
AIDS-related illnesses were 27% lower among women than among men…
WHO & Regional Offices [to 22 July 2017]
Discovering who misses out on health: the example of Indonesia
21 July 2017 – While many countries have improved the overall health of their populations,
national averages don’t tell the whole story: groups of people can miss out on health services
for a variety of reasons. WHO has developed a set of resources to monitor health inequalities –
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one of which, the Health Equity Assessment Toolkit (HEAT), was recently tested in Indonesia,
allowing the country to analyse and interpret inequalities in health.
WHO urges action against HIV drug resistance threat

News release

20 July 2017 | GENEVA - WHO alerts countries to the increasing trend of resistance to HIV
drugs detailed in a report based on national surveys conducted in several countries. The
Organization warns that this growing threat could undermine global progress in treating and
preventing HIV infection if early and effective action is not taken.
The WHO HIV drug resistance report 2017 shows that in 6 of the 11 countries surveyed in
Africa, Asia and Latin America, over 10% of people starting antiretroviral therapy had a strain of
HIV that was resistant to some of the most widely used HIV medicines. Once the threshold of
10% has been reached, WHO recommends those countries urgently review their HIV treatment
programmes.
:: HIV drug resistance report 2017
“Antimicrobial drug resistance is a growing challenge to global health and sustainable
development,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “We need to
proactively address the rising levels of resistance to HIV drugs if we are to achieve the global
target of ending AIDS by 2030.”…

Highlights

Training on refugee and migrant health for policy-makers and aid workers
July 2017 – Over 1.3 million refugees and migrants have arrived to Europe since 2015. To
help aid workers and policy-makers better manage the health aspects of this mass influx of
people WHO has launched the first Summer School on Refugee and Migrant Health.
New International Food Safety Standards protecting consumer health and ensuring
fair practices in trade
July 2017 – Members of the international food standards-setting body, the Codex
Alimentarius Commission, are considering today the adoption of international standards and
code of practices.
WHO Regional Offices

Selected Press Releases, Announcements

WHO African Region AFRO
:: The HIV Self-Testing Africa (STAR) project in Zambia shows potential for increasing uptake
and coverage of HIV testing 21 July 2017 [Lusaka]
:: WHO establishes an Emergency Hub in Nairobi 21 July 2017
:: Progress towards Malaria Elimination in The Gambia 21 July 2017
:: WHO’s support to the response of the acute watery diarrhoea outbreak in Ethiopia’s Somali
Region 20 July 2017
:: Gambia launches National Tobacco Control Act 2016 whilst WHO honours national tobacco
control champions for 2017 20 July 2017
:: WHO scales up cholera response with 500 000 doses of oral cholera vaccine for vaccination
campaign in South Sudan 19 July 2017
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO

No new digest content identified.

WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO

No new digest content identified.
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WHO European Region EURO
:: European Union presidency discussions consider policy options for alcohol labelling 21-072017
:: Summer School sets course for intercountry collaboration and capacity-building on refugee
and migrant health 19-07-2017
:: Rescue in the Mediterranean: learning from the Italian experience 18-07-2017
:: WHO to improve health care in northern Syria with integrated network 18-07-2017
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO

No new digest content identified.
WHO Western Pacific Region

No new digest content identified.
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/

No new digest content identified.

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
21 July 2017

Press Release

UNFPA Appeals to World Community for Women, Young People
UNITED NATIONS, New York—UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, is appealing for
$308 million to deliver life-saving work in 2017 to support about 38 million people, including
more than 5.6 million pregnant women...
UNDP United Nations Development Programme [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html

Selected Press Releases/Announcements

July 18, 2017
Implementation of 2030 Agenda has to be inclusive, participatory and bottom-up
‘The SDGs in Action: Eradicating Poverty and Promoting Inclusive Prosperity in a Changing
World,’ a high level side event organized by the UN Development Group, in conjunction with the
High Level…
July 17, 2017
Recalibrating market forces to build sustainable and equitable economies
As world leaders gather this week to discuss progress towards the ambitious Sustainable
Development Goals, one partnership of UN Agencies has an ambitious goal of its own. The
Partnership for Action…
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 22 July 2017]
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
High-Level Political Forum 2017
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The meeting of the high-level political forum on sustainable development in 2017 convened
under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council, will be held from Monday, 10 July, to
Wednesday, 19 July 2017; including the three-day ministerial meeting of the forum from
Monday, 17 July, to Wednesday, 19 July 2017.
The theme will be "Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world". The
set of goals to be reviewed in depth will be the following, including Goal 17. Strengthen the
means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development,
that will be considered each year:

Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture
Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation
Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development

In accordance with paragraph 84. of the 2030 Agenda, Member States have decided that the
HLPF shall carry out regular voluntary reviews of the 2030 Agenda which will include developed
and developing countries as well as relevant UN entities and other stakeholders. The reviews
will be state-led, involving ministerial and other relevant high-level participants, and provide a
platform for partnerships, including through the participation of major groups and other
relevant stakeholders.
In 2017, 44 countries have volunteered to present their national voluntary reviews to the
HLPF. For more details, please click here.
UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) [to 22 July 2017]
http://unsdsn.org/news/
July 18, 2017
Local Solutions in the African Great Lakes
On July 12, 2017, SDSN Great Lakes held a conference in Kigali, Rwanda, on “Local Solutions
to Achieve the SDGs” in partnership with the University of Rwanda College of Business and
Economics. The network Chair, Françoise Kayitare Tengera, opened the day by welcoming the
network members who traveled from Burundi, Congo, Kenya, and Uganda. Dr. Belay […]

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division [to 22 July 2017]
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/

No new digest content identified.

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/
July 21, 2017
UNEP-WCMC led partnership wins major Global Challenges Research Fund award
A new four year project, led by UNEP-WCMC, has been awarded around £5 million by the
Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF).The project, Encouraging sustainable growth: East
Africa Growth Corridors and the China to Africa Connection, will take a detailed looked at some
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch :: Journal Watch

of the proposed development corridors in East Africa and consider how they can be designed to
deliver sustainable, inclusive and resilient economic growth.
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.unisdr.org/archive

No new digest content identified.

UN DESA United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
21 July 2017, New York
Countries reaffirm commitment to Sustainable Development Goals but recognize
that stronger partnerships and cooperation are needed
Countries reaffirmed their commitment to achieve the landmark 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development that provides a framework for sustainable development for all countries as the
eight-day High Level Political Forum concluded on Wednesday.
“The 2017 HLPF has yet again reaffirmed its place as a central platform for follow-up and
review of the 2030 Agenda. The Ministerial Declaration set forth important recommendations
and political guidance on all seven SDGs under discussion as well as on the voluntary national
reviews and cross-cutting issues,” said Frederick Musiiwa Makamure Shava, President of
ECOSOC after the adoption of the 10-page ministerial declaration by consensus although there
was a vote on two paragraphs, one concerning international trade and the other, on peoples
living under colonial and foreign occupation.
Countries recognized that after almost two years of implementation “our individual and
collective efforts have yielded encouraging results in many areas.” But they acknowledged
“that the pace of implementation must be accelerated as the tasks facing us are urgent.”…
20 July 2017, New York
Emerging economies continue to face elevated risks to growth
Recent global trends are pointing towards strengthened economic activity in the developed
world and in several large emerging countries. Nevertheless, UN DESA’s Development Policy
and Analysis Division (DPAD) cautioned that several risks are clouding the growth prospects,
particularly for the emerging economies.
According to the division’s latest World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) monthly
briefing, the emerging economies remain highly susceptible to shocks, amid persistent
structural weaknesses and uncertainty in the international policy environment.
Low commodity prices have continued to weigh on investment growth in large commodity
exporting countries, including Brazil, Chile and the Russian Federation. Meanwhile, high political
uncertainty is weighing on investor sentiments in economies such as Brazil, South Africa and
Turkey…
UNESCO [to 22 July 2017]
http://en.unesco.org/news
17 July 2017
UNESCO pays tribute to mathematician Maryam Mirzakhani
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
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19/07/2017 –
UNODC Monitoring Survey reports 14 per cent increase of coca bush cultivation in
Bolivia during 2016
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme [to 22 July 2017]
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
Posted July 20, 2017
Song and dance as Japan funded project unites refugees and host community in
northern Kenya
Kalobeiyei, Kenya 20 July 2017—Song and dance marked the ceremony where trainees of a
Japanese technology were issued with certificates at Kalobeiyei Settlement in Kenya’s Turkana
County. Awarding the certificates to the graduates – which was a...
Posted July 19, 2017
Philanthropic architect commits to design 12,000 refugee homes in north Kenya
Kalobeiyei, 18 July 2017 – Renowned Japanese architect, Shigeru Ban, has signed an
agreement with UN-Habitat to design as many as 12,000 new homes in the Kalobeiyei refugee
settlement site in Northern Kenya. Signing the agreement on...
Posted July 18, 2017
Eradicating Poverty and Promoting Prosperity for Older Persons in Cities
New York 18 July 2017— UN-Habitat cosponsored a side event at the High-Level Political
Forum on Sustainable Development recently held at the UN-Headquarters in New York. The
event mainly focused on making sustainable development work at all...
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/

No new digest content identified.

ILO International Labour Organization [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm

Research Paper

Emerging economies hold key to future of work in the auto industry
20 July 2017
What are the main future of work challenges the automotive industry faces around the globe?
ILO News spoke with Tommaso Pardi, author of a research paper commissioned by the ILO
through the France-ILO cooperation agreement, looking at the transformation currently taking
place in both developed and developing countries.

Trade Unions

Towards a future of work without child labour and forced labour in Europe and
Central Asia
19 July 2017

World Youth Skills Day

With relevant skills, youth can help accelerate progress on the Sustainable
Development Goals
18 July 2017
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On World Youth Skills Day, ILO highlights the need to provide new skills for young people
that respond effectively to new forms of work.
Sustainable Development
Recalibrating Market Forces to Build Sustainable and Equitable Economies
17 July 2017
Joint press release by PAGE, UN Environment, ILO, UNDP, UNIDO and UNITAR.
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
21/7/17
ICAO Secretary General emphasizes need for commitment and action at IberoAmerican Climate Change Symposium
21/7/17
Nigeria and ICAO affirm commitment to sustainable development of country's air
transport sector
18/7/17
ICAO Council President urges cooperation towards harmonized airspace
management for unmanned aircraft
IMO International Maritime Organization [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx

No new digest content identified.

WMO World Meteorological Organization [to 22 July 2017]
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews

No new digest content identified.

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html

No new digest content identified.

International Organization for Standardization (ISO) [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm

No new digest content identified.

UNWTO World Tourism Organization [to 22 July 2017]
http://media.unwto.org/news
18 July 2017
UNWTO.Themis Foundation trains 15 countries on crisis communications
Representatives from 15 Member States of the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) took
part in a three-day training course on crisis communications at the headquarters of the
UNWTO.Themis Foundation in the Principality of Andorra. The training, organized by UNWTO
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and the UNWTO.Themis Foundation, aimed to build resilience at tourism destinations by
creating capacity to develop and implement crisis communications strategies.
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
Jun 15, 2017
Global Innovation Index 2017: Switzerland, Sweden, Netherlands, USA, UK Top
Annual Ranking
Switzerland, Sweden, the Netherlands, the USA and the UK are the world’s most-innovative
countries, while a group of nations including India, Kenya, and Viet Nam are outperforming
their development-level peers, according to the Global Innovation Index 2017 co-authored by
Cornell University, INSEAD and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).
CBD Convention on Biological Diversity [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/

No new digest content identified.
::::::

USAID [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information

No new digest content identified.

DFID [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development

Selected Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

ECHO [to 22 July 2017]
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
20/07/2017
€10 million in emergency assistance for increasing humanitarian needs in Libya
Today, the European Commission has announced an additional €10 million in humanitarian
aid for people most in need in Libya as violence and instability continue to affect vulnerable
populations. This is part of the EU's broader support for Libya to...
::::::
African Union [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.au.int/

[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number
of country-level announcements are added each week]
No new digest content identified.
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.asean.org/news
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[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number
of country-level announcements are added each week]

UN General Assembly Adopts Resolution Commemorating ASEAN’s 50th Anniversary
19 July 2017, New York – Philippine Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Ambassador Teodoro L. Locsin, Jr. introduced before the UN General Assembly today the firstever commemorative resolution by a regional organization, entitled “Commemoration on the
fiftieth anniversary of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations” (A/71/L.76). The resolution
was adopted
European Commission [to 22 July 2017]
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
20/07/2017 EU steps up humanitarian assistance in Libya
Press release Brussels, 20 July 2017 The European Commission has announced additional
emergency assistance of €10 million to respond to increasing humanitarian needs in Libya. The
European Commission has today announced an additional €10 million in humanitarian aid for
those most in need in Libya as violence...
OECD [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/

[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number
of country-level announcements are added each week]
No new digest content identified.
Organization of American States (OAS) [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
July 21, 2017
Message from Secretary General on Preliminary Opinion of the Venice Commission
on Venezuela
July 19, 2017
Statement of OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro to U.S. Senate Hearing on
Venezuela
July 19, 2017
Secretary General Presents Third Report on Venezuela
July 19, 2017
Message from the Secretary General on Venezuela
July 19, 2017
OAS and PARLACEN Reaffirm their Commitment to the Protection of Migrants
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
18/07/2017
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OIC and UN Jointly Organize International Conference to discuss Developments at
Al Quds
The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), in cooperation with the UN Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, convenes an international
conference on Al Quds on 20 – 21 July 2017 in Baku, capital of Azerbaijan.
15/07/2017
OIC: Closure of Al-Aqsa Mosque and ban on Friday Prayer a crime and serious
precedent
The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has strongly condemned Israel’s closure of the
Al-Aqsa Mosque and the banning of Friday prayer for the first time since 1969, considering it a
crime, a serious precedent, a blatant aggression against the holy sites and an attack on the
rights and freedom of Palestinians to practice their religious rites.
Group of 77 [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.g77.org/
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Luis Oña Garcés, Second Secretary of
the Permanent Mission of Ecuador, at the 4th Prepcom established by General Assembly
resolution 69/292: Development of an international legally binding instrument under UNCLOS
on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national
jurisdiction (New York, 21 July 2017)
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Esteban Cadena Duarte, First Secretary of
the Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the United Nations, on the adoption of the Ministerial
Declaration of the 2017 high level political forum on sustainable development (New York, 20
July 2017)
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Andrés Mideros, National Secretary
of Planning and Development of the Republic of Ecuador, at the general debate of the 2017
high level political forum on sustainable development: "Eradicating poverty and promoting
prosperity in a changing world" (New York, 17 July 2017)
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Luis Oña Garcés, Second Secretary of
the Permanent Mission of Ecuador, at the 4th Prepcom established by General Assembly
resolution 69/292: Development of an international legally binding instrument under UNCLOS
on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national
jurisdiction (New York, 17 July 2017)
::::::
UNCTAD [to 22 July 2017]
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx

Press Releases

20 Jul 2017 –
Kenya Joins Unctad’s Empretec Network
Kenya is poised to join a United Nations-led programme that helps promote entrepreneurship
by building capacity for small businesses around the globe.
The official launch of the Empretec programme in Kenya takes place today in Nairobi, in the
presence of UNCTAD’s Secretary-General, Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi, the Minister of Industry, Trade
and Cooperatives, H.E. Adan Mohamed, and Mr. Jack Ma, UNCTAD Special Advisor for Youth
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Entrepreneurship and Small Business and a UN Sustainable Development Goals Advocate, the
founder and executive chairman of Alibaba Group…
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm

[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]

18 July 2017
Fisheries subsidies talks move forward with seven proposals and forthcoming
compilation
WTO members on 18 July agreed to move to the next phase of negotiations on fisheries
subsidies after a surge of new and revised proposals aimed at reaching a decision by December
at the Ministerial Conference were submitted. Members assented to the preparation of a
document compiling the proposals in the form of a matrix, which is intended to help members
firm up positions over the summer ahead of intensive September negotiations.
::::::
IPU Inter-Parliamentary Union [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
18 JULY 2017
IPU welcomes new water-sharing deal between Israel and the Palestinian Authority
The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) applauds the new agreement between Israel, the
Palestinian Authority and Jordan to deliver water to drought-stricken Palestinian communities in
the West Bank and Gaza. We acknowledge the contributions of all participating governments,
including the US, to address this longstanding humanitarian issue.
The five-year pipeline project will move water from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea. It will
deliver 22 million cubic metres of water to the occupied West Bank, and some 10 million will go
to Gaza. This agreement builds on the 2013 memorandum of understanding between Israel,
Jordan and the Palestinians to construct a water desalination plant at the Red Sea.
17 JULY 2017
Learning Series for Myanmar MPs on human rights
Fair and democratic societies are built on human rights and the rule of law, and MPs have a
vital role in ensuring that these rights are upheld. However, MPs can only take up this role if
they are allowed to work without fear of reprisal. Between 1991 and 2017, the IPU Committee
on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians examined over 260 cases of violations of the rights of
Myanmar MPs. These cases were closed in January 2017.
To raise awareness on the role of Parliament to promote and protect human rights, the
Parliament of Myanmar (Hluttaw) and the IPU, with support from the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), organized an introductory seminar on the role of Parliament
to promote and protect human rights. The seminar, held on 5 July in Naypyitaw as part of the
Hluttaw Learning Centre’s series of professional development programmes for MPs, was
delivered to over 300 parliamentarians and formed the first step of their engagement with
human rights issues. The seminar helped familiarize them with key human rights principles,
international agreements and national legislation and mechanisms...
International Court of Justice [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases

No new digest content identified.
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International Criminal Court (ICC) [to 22 July 2017]

Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity

https://www.icc-cpi.int/
Press Release : 17 July 2017
ICC marks 17 July, Day of International Criminal Justice, during the Court’s 15th
anniversary commemorations
::::::
World Bank [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all

[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number
of country-level announcements are added each week]

New Open Source Tool a “Breakthrough” in Electrification Planning
July 20, 2017 – Governments and others planning how to reach more households with
electricity have a powerful, new open source tool that estimates the optimal way to do so, now
available on the recently...
Date: July 20, 2017 Type: Press Release
Clean Energy Transition Will Increase Demand for Minerals, says new World Bank
report
WASHINGTON, July 18, 2017 – A new report released today by the World Bank highlights the
potential impacts that the expected continuing boom in low-carbon energy technologies will
have on demand for many...
Date: July 18, 2017 Type: Press Release
Nearly $59 billion in World Bank Group Support to Developing Countries in Fiscal
Year 2017

As global economy slowly recovers, FY17 sees IDA and IFC up, record year for MIGA

WASHINGTON, July 18, 2017—World Bank Group commitments to help developing countries
take on poverty and boost opportunity...
Date: July 18, 2017 Type: Press Release
IMF [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31

[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number
of country-level announcements are added each week]
No new digest content identified.
African Development Bank Group [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of
country-level announcements are added each week]
17/07/2017
African Parliamentarians’ Network on Development Evaluation Gains Momentum
The 3rd Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the African Parliamentarians’ Network on
Development Evaluation (APNODE), held in Khartoum, Sudan, from July 15th to 17th, attracted
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47 participants from 17 countries. Among these were three Speakers of Parliament (from
Sudan, Ethiopia and Uganda), emphasizing the support that the network enjoys at the highest
levels. Development partners including UN Women, the Centre for Learning on Evaluation and
Results for Anglophone Africa (CLEAR-AA), and Independent Development Evaluation of the
AfDB also participated.
Asian Development Bank [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.adb.org/news/releases

[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of
country-level announcements are added each week]
20 July 2017
ADB Sees Improved Growth Prospects for Developing Asia
Economic growth prospects in developing Asia for 2017 have improved on the back of
stronger-than-expected export demand in the first quarter of this year, according to a new
ADB report.

18 July 2017
Forum Highlights New Technology and Financing for Future Energy
Officials from CAREC countries, international financial institutions, and private sector
representatives gathered for a 2-day forum in Astana to discuss financing and leapfrogging
technologies for the region to tackle climate change.
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html

[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of
country-level announcements are added each week]

Beijing, July 18, 2017
AIIB Receives Third Triple-A Credit Rating
S&P Global Ratings ("S&P") announced it has assigned the Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB) its highest possible rating and a stable outlook. According to its press release, S&P
has provided its 'AAA/A-1+' long- and short-term issuer credit ratings to AIIB.
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017
17 July 2017
Inclusive rural transformation is a central pillar to eliminate poverty in Brazil, says
IFAD report
The Rural Development Report can be downloaded here.

[See Week in Review above for more detail]
*

*

*

*

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch
We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs,
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development
spheres of action.
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This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is
primarily photo-documentation or video in format.
Amref Health Africa [to 22 July 2017]
http://amref.org/news/news/
19/07/2017
Partnership to improve health and livelihood for 500,000 people
Today, The Coca-Cola Africa Foundation (TCCAF) celebrated the launch of a partnership with
Amref Health Africa that will sustainably improve the health and enable the economic
empowerment of more than 500,000 people living in communities in Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania
and Uganda through improved access to safe water and sanitation...
17/07/2017
Towards Universal Health Coverage: Taking specialist and basic services to
underserved communities
Amref Health Africa organised a surgical and mobile outreach mission this week to Turkana
County in Northern Kenya.
Aravind Eye Care System [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent

No new digest content identified.
BRAC [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.brac.net/#news

No new digest content identified.
CARE International [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases

No new digest content identified.

Clubhouse International [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html

No new digest content identified.

Danish Refugee Council [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.drc.dk/news

No new digest content identified.

ECPAT [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.ecpat.net/news
ROME, Jul 18 2017
Halting Sexual Exploitation of Children in Tourism, Mission Impossible
By Baher Kamal
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(IPS) – While the business sector jumps for joy as the number of tourists grew in 2016 for
the seventh consecutive year to reach 1.2 billion, and as the first four months of 2017 have
registered 6 per cent increase, the sheer speed, abetted by technology, of an atrocious crime—
the sexual exploitation of children in tourism, has, to date, out-paced all attempts to put an end
to it.
In fact, failure of collective action and a chronic lack of robust data constitute the main
challenges to eliminate this crime, underlines the Global Study “Offenders on the Move,” which
is the largest pool of information on the issue to date.
In spite of such widely recognised failure, further attempts gave lastly been deployed to halt
this crime–a group of specialised experts on July 17 gathered in Madrid at the World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO) headquarters, to discuss measures the fight against child sexual
exploitation in the tourism sector.
“We cannot build the responsible and sustainable tourism sector that we seek without
protecting the most vulnerable in our societies. To do so we need effective tools and a global
commitment,” said UNWTO Secretary-General, Taleb Rifai…
19/07/2017
Meeting on Implementation of the Global Study Recommendations
On 12-13 July 2017, UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) hosted a Transition Meeting
on Implementation of the Recommendations of the Global Study on Sexual Exploitation of
Children in Travel and Tourism (SECTT) in Madrid, Spain. The meeting, which brought leaders
from key partner agencies involved in the Global Study together, was co-hosted by
UNICEF, The Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Netherlands, and ECPAT International, in consultation with the High-Level Taskforce on the
Global Study…
Fountain House [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press

No new digest content identified.

Handicap International [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press

No new digest content identified.

Heifer International [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html

No new digest content identified.

HelpAge International [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/

No new digest content identified.

ICRC [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles
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21-07-2017 | News release
Ukraine: ICRC welcomes agreement on safety zones
Kiev/Donetsk (ICRC) – The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) welcomes the
agreement reached in Minsk on 19 July on the establishment of safety zones along the contact
line in eastern Ukraine.
19-07-2017 | Statement
ICRC Statement to UN Security Council Debate on peace and security in Africa
17-07-2017 | Article
H.E.L.P. - A training course for managing relief operations in humanitarian crises
The HELP course (Health Emergencies in Large Populations) is a multidisciplinary training
course for managing humanitarian operations in disasters, conflicts and other crises.
IFRC [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/

No new digest content identified.

IRC International Rescue Committee [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index

Selected Press Releases & Statements
Press Release

IRC responds to Supreme Court clarification on bona fide relationships
July 19, 2017
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) today is relieved for families—including
grandmothers, grandchildren, and critical extended relations—who will now be able to find
safety and stability in the United States because of today's clarification. Further, the IRC hopes
that resettlement agencies, which have prepared extensively for assured refugees' arrival and
smooth adjustment, are found to qualify as bona fide relationships by the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals…
IRCT [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.irct.org/

No new digest content identified.
Islamic Relief [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.islamic-relief.org/
July 19, 2017
Huge aid effort underway to support returnees in Mosul

Islamic Relief focusing on clearing debris, food distribution, water supplies and schools

Islamic Relief is on the ground delivering aid to support some of the 827,000 people driven
from their homes since operations to retake Mosul began last year, as well as the thousands
who have started to return since the city fell to Iraqi forces in mid-July.

Landsea [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
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No new digest content identified.
Medecins du Monde [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/

No new digest content identified.

MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases

Press release

Nigeria: People in Borno State Need Aid Before the Rains
July 20, 2017
In anticipation of the rainy season—which coincides with the peak of malaria and increased
malnutrition rates—Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is scaling up
assistance to address what are expected to be increasing humanitarian and medical needs in
hard-to-reach areas of Borno State, Nigeria. The rainy season will render some locations
impossible to reach, as the countryside transforms into muddy swamps and roads disappear
under water. Unless it is deployed in advance, approximately 40,000 inhabitants and displaced
people living in the area will be left without any aid.

Press release

Doctors Without Borders Statement on New UNAIDS Report
July 20, 2017
UNAIDS released a report today that shows a reduction in AIDS-related deaths and states that
more than half of all people living with HIV have access to treatment. Unfortunately, this report
fails to recognize that sustained support is critical and that many people living with HIV/AIDS—
like those in West and Central Africa—remain neglected and continue to suffer needlessly and
die silently from AIDS-related diseases and infections. Today’s report finds that there were 1
million AIDS-related deaths last year, compared to 1.9 million in 2005.
Mercy Corps [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
July 18, 2017
Mercy Corps Tells Congress Urgent Action Is Needed In Four Famine-Threatened
Countries

South Sudan Country Director Deepmala Mahla Testifies Before Senate Panel

WASHINGTON, DC – With an estimated 81 million people in need of emergency assistance
because of severe food insecurity, Congress must act now to prevent famine and save lives,
urges Deepmala Mahla, South Sudan Country Director for the global organization Mercy Corps.
In testimony to a Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee hearing on the matter, Mahla
proposes Congress enact new policies in three areas: funding, diplomacy, and resilience and
peacebuilding.
Mahla’s appearance comes as Mercy Corps and seven other leading U.S.-based relief
organizations launch the Global Emergency Response Coalition, the first-of-its-kind U.S.
humanitarian alliance, formed to raise awareness and funds to address needs in 10 faminethreatened countries.
July 17, 2017
Mercy Corps Joins First-Of-Its-Kind Humanitarian Alliance In The U.S.
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Coalition of leading relief organizations launches Hunger Relief Fund

PORTLAND, ORE. – In an effort to save lives, Mercy Corps and seven of the leading U.S.based international relief organizations have joined forces to form the Global Emergency
Response Coalition, the first-of-its-kind U.S. humanitarian alliance. The group is urging the
American public to respond to the threat of starvation facing more than 20 million people in
South Sudan, Somalia, Nigeria, Yemen and neighboring countries…
Operation Smile [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
Program Schedule

Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve
every opportunity for safe surgical care.
OXFAM [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
20 July 2017
Yemen cholera worst on record & numbers still rising

Massive aid effort and cease-fire needed as rainy season approaches.

The number of people with cholera in Yemen is now the largest ever recorded in any country
in a single year, Oxfam said today. At over 350,000 suspected cholera cases in just three
months since the outbreak started, it is now already the largest number of cases in a year,
topping the previous annual record of 340,311 in Haiti in 2011.
Norwegian Refugee Council [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.nrc.no/
Published 21. Jul 2017
NRC delivers emergency assistance to Northern Cameroon
Tiril Skarstein
Violent attacks, displacement and a devastating food crisis have led to an urgent need for
humanitarian assistance in the northern part of Cameroon.
Published 17. Jul 2017
Central African Republic spiralling into new crisis
Tiril Skarstein|
Three years after armed groups in the Central African Republic signed a ceasefire
agreement, more than one million people are displaced. “The number of families displaced from
their homes has increased to a level we have not witnessed since the peak of the conflict in
2014,” warned Eric Batonon, Country Director for the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC).
Pact [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.pactworld.org/

No new digest content identified.
Partners In Health [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.pih.org/blog
Jul 18, 2017
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Iconic Hospital in Malawi to Expand
PIH-supported Neno District Hospital will build a much-needed outpatient department.
PATH [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
Announcement | July 21, 2017
Zambia and the BID Initiative celebrate commitment to close the immunization gap
with better data
Today the BID Initiative is celebrating its partnership with the Ministry of Health (MOH) in
Zambia to create a culture of data use in a showcase event. It will also mark the launch of
Zambia’s electronic immunization registry (ZEIR). The celebration, which will include Zambia’s
First Lady Esther Lungu, among other special guests, symbolizes both parties’ commitments to
closing the immunization gap with timely, high-quality data.
Immunization is one of the best investments to improving health around the globe. Yet
inaccurate or incomplete data about vaccine coverage rates, difficulties tracking patients who
have missed a recent vaccine, labor-intensive reporting protocols, and poor visibility into
vaccine stocks all make it difficult for health workers and health systems, particularly in lowresource settings, to protect their target population against life-threatening childhood diseases.
The BID Initiative, led by PATH, helps ensure that accurate data are both available and
utilized, allowing health workers to make better decisions on how best to deliver care. Designed
and implemented in partnership with the governments of Tanzania and Zambia, the BID
Initiative enhances immunization and overall health service delivery by improving data
collection, quality, and use. It holistically addresses immunization data challenges and
strengthens evidence-based decisions through a package of interventions that build a culture of
data use, including electronic immunization registries (EIR), barcodes or QR codes on child
health cards, stock management tools, and peer support networks, among other data use tools.
With better data, facilities can avoid stock-outs, identify defaulting patients, and better measure
their performance against neighboring facilities…

Announcement | July 19, 2017

PATH welcomes $8.2 million grant from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation to improve
early childhood development in Mozambique, Kenya, and Zambia
PATH welcomes a four-year, $8.2 million grant from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation to help
thousands more children in Kenya, Mozambique, and Zambia develop to their full physical,
cognitive, and social potential.
Children whose caregivers play and talk with them and are responsive to their needs show
better education, health, social, and economic outcomes as adults. Yet globally, these activities,
formally referred to as “nurturing care,” are often absent from children’s lives, especially during
the critical window from birth until age three, when these activities have the greatest impact.
The investment builds on other PATH early childhood development (ECD) programs in subSaharan Africa, including the Hilton Foundation–supported Scaling Up Early Child Development
project in Kenya and Mozambique, the Window of Opportunity project in South Africa and
Mozambique (supported by BHP Billiton Sustainable Communities), and a US Agency for
International Development-funded Public Private Partnership project in Mozambique.
PATH’s innovative approach integrates ECD services into the work of existing government
health facilities and community-level health providers at a very low cost. The approach is
particularly effective at reaching children younger than age three, who can benefit the most
from ECD but are often missed by programs designed to reach children in school…
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Plan International [to 22 July 2017]
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre

No new digest content identified.

Save The Children [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp

Selected Press Releases

Save the Children’s SummerBoost Camp Named Winner of 2017 Excellence in
Summer Learning Award
July 20, 2017
Hunger Pushes Over 20 Million People to the Brink of Starvation: U.S. Charities
Urgently Ask America to Take Action
July 17, 2017
SOS-Kinderdorf International [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
17.07.2017
A long-term approach to helping traumatised children in northern Iraq
Luciana D’Abramo is the SOS Children's Villages emergency advisor for the Middle East and
North Africa region. She explains how the emergency relief programme is helping internally
displaced people in Dohuk, a province in the self-governing Kurdistan region of Iraq.
Tostan [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.tostan.org

No new digest content identified.
Women for Women International [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases

No new digest content identified.
World Vision [to 22 July 2017]
http://wvi.org/newsroom

No new digest content identified.
:::::
Freedom House [to 22 July 2017]
https://freedomhouse.org/news

Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research
Press Release

"Think Tank of the Year": Freedom House honored by Prospect Magazine
July 18, 2017
Freedom House has won Prospect magazine’s 2017 Think Tank Award for International Affairs.
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Transparency International [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/

Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research
No new digest content identified.
:::::
ChildFund Alliance [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.childfund.org/list/?type=press

No new digest content identified.

CONCORD [to 22 July 2017]
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/

[European NGO confederation for relief and development]

Jul 18, 2017
Reporting back from the EU Partnership Forum: The meeting place for CSOs from
around the world
On 6-7 July, Civil Society Organisations, Local Authorities and Other Development and Human
Rights actors gathered alongside European Institutions and Member States at the EU
Partnership Forum 2017 in Brussels. Read our feedback from the event.
Disasters Emergency Committee [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre

[Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid,
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World
No new digest content identified.
The Elders [to 22 July 2017]
http://theelders.org/news-media
News 16 July 2017
#WalkTogether campaign launch – livestream
On 18 July, The Elders marked their 10th birthday by launching #WalkTogether – a global
campaign to help bridge the global faultlines of division, hate and xenophobia.
END Fund [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.end.org/news

Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements
No new digest content identified.
Evidence Aid [to 22 July 2017]
www.evidenceaid.org

No new digest content identified.
Gavi [to 22 July 2017]
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http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
Vaccine progress in developing countries 'in danger of stalling'

New figures show an increase in measles, pneumococcal and rotavirus vaccine coverage in
developing countries, but basic vaccine coverage remains unchanged at 80%
Geneva, 20 July 2017 – “The extraordinary improvement in immunisation coverage made since
2000 is in danger of stalling, with conflict, human and animal migration, urbanisation and
vaccine hesitancy adding new barriers to global vaccination efforts,” Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, said today.
New WHO/UNICEF figures released this week show that in 68 of the world’s poorest countries,
while close to a million more children received the basic diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine in
2016 compared to 2015, the coverage rate has remained at 80% for the past three years.
Millions of children remain under-vaccinated in countries torn apart by conflict, from Syria to
South Sudan.
“Since 2000 an unprecedented international effort to improve immunisation in the world’s
poorest countries has helped to save millions of children from killer diseases like measles,
tetanus and whooping cough,” said Dr Berkley. “Thanks to vaccines more children are now
living to see their fifth birthday than at any point in history.”
Global Fund [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country=

News

New Global Fund Results Show Accelerated HIV Treatment Progress
20 July 2017
GENEVA – Ahead of next week’s International AIDS Society Conference on HIV Science in
Paris, France, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria today announced new
results that highlight accelerating progress in providing HIV prevention, treatment and care
services.
The results show that 11 million people are receiving antiretroviral therapy for HIV through
Global Fund-supported programs, an increase of 19 percent from a year before.
“Our partnership is achieving results on a scale that few of us thought was possible,” said
Marijke Wijnroks, Interim Executive Director of the Global Fund. “But we need to do even more.
The number of new infections is still too high and, as we continue to expand lifesaving HIV
treatments we need a stronger focus on prevention, human rights and gender. Reaching key
and vulnerable populations, youth, and adolescent girls and young women is absolutely
essential.”
The results, based on data from the end of 2016, also show that programs supported by the
Global Fund partnership provided 4.3 million pregnant women with antiretroviral medicines to
prevent the transmission of HIV to their unborn children.
This incredible progress is due to the global partnership and commitment of governments,
civil society groups, health workers and local and international organizations, along with support
from major donors and organizations including the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS
Relief (PEPFAR), UNAIDS and WHO…
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 22 July 2017]
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/

An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients
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No new digest content identified.
ICVA -International Council of Voluntary Agencies [to 22 July 2017]
https://icvanetwork.org/

Latest resources

ICVA Bulletin June 2017
July, 2017
InterAction [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases

No new digest content identified.

Start Network [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E

No new digest content identified.
::::::

Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action
(ALNAP)
[to 22 July 2017]
http://www.alnap.org/
14 July 2017
Evidence in the Sphere standards
Did you miss our webinar on the role of evidence in the Sphere Standards? The video, audio
and transcript is now online!
Listen back to ALNAP and key individuals at the heart of the Sphere Standards revision
process discuss the sources behind the standards, as well identifying gaps in evidence for
informing quality standards.
CHS Alliance [to 22 July 2017]
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
20/07/2017
Training session about competency-based recruitment, selection and staff
development takes place in Manila
On 20 July a workshop took place in Manila, training 31 participants from the humanitarian
and development sectors on the use of competency-based tools for recruitment and selection.
Participants learned how to interview candidates using the STAR interview method, how to
asking competency-based questions, and how to analyse and recor responses and results. The
session also covered how to assess individual and team strengths and weaknesses against the
Core Humanitarian Competencies Framework (CHCF).
Development Initiatives [to 22 July 2017]
http://devinit.org/news/

No new digest content identified.
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EHLRA/R2HC [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/

No new digest content identified.

The Sphere Project [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/

No new digest content identified.

Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP) [to 22 July 2017]
https://phap.org/
17 July 2017
PHAP’s new certifications spark interest among humanitarian community
It is increasingly important for today’s practitioners in humanitarian contexts to objectively
demonstrate that they possess the knowledge, skills, and abilities needed to be competent in
their work. Responding to employers’ and practitioners’ demands, in April this year, PHAP...
::::::
Center for Global Development [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center

Publications

Blockchain and Economic Development: Hype vs. Reality
7/20/17
Michael Pisa and Matt Juden
Increasing attention is being paid to the potential of blockchain technology to address longstanding challenges related to economic development. This paper provides a clear-eyed view of
the technology’s potential in the context of development. It focuses on identifying the questions
that development practitioners should be asking technologists, and challenges that innovators
must address for the technology to meet its potential.
A Practical Vision for US Development Reform
7/20/17
Jeremy Konyndyk and Cindy Huang
The lack of well-defined core priorities has enabled structural fragmentation across the more
than 20 agencies that together constitute the US development architecture, making resource
optimization and policy coordination nearly impossible.
ODI [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
Press release | 17 July 2017
Not all countries ready to meet “leave no one behind” commitments – ODI experts
Press release | 17 July 2017
Only 25 of the 44 countries presenting their progress on the sustainable development goals
(SDGs) at the UN this week are ready to meet the central commitment of “leaving no-one
behind”, experts at the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) have warned.
As governments prepare to present their National Voluntary Reviews at the High-level Political
Forum in New York, ODI researchers have analysed whether they have the data, policy and
finance in place to be able to meet the fundamental principle behind the goals.
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The “leave no one behind” index finds that of those 44 countries, 25 are ready overall, while
18 are only partially ready. Data was unavailable for one country…

Selected Reports and Studies

Aid allocation within countries: does it go to areas left behind?
Briefing papers | July 2017 | Romilly Greenhill and Harsh Desai
Donors need to be working with governments more effectively to ensure a better distribution
of resources in line with need.
The 'leave no one behind' index
Briefing papers | July 2017 | Romilly Greenhill
The 'leave no one behind' index monitors whether countries are set up to meet their
commitments to 'leave no one behind'.
Four actions to drive and deliver SDG progress: lessons from ODI research
Briefing papers | July 2017 | Susan Nicolai and Moizza Binat Sarwar
These policy briefs give an overview of ODI's research on achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals and highlight policy areas in need of urgent action.
Urban Institute [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.urban.org/about/media

No new digest content identified.

World Economic Forum [to 22 July 2017]
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/

No new digest content identified.
*

*

*

*

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch

We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights,
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended
to be exhaustive, but indicative.
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/news/

No new digest content identified.

BMGF - Gates Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases

No new digest content identified.

Annie E. Casey Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
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No new digest content identified.
Blue Meridian Partners [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/

Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for
economically disadvantaged children and youth.
No new digest content identified.
Clinton Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements

No new digest content identified.

Ford Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News

No new digest content identified.
GHIT Fund [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.ghitfund.org/

GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •
No new digest content identified.
Grameen Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room

No new digest content identified.

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/

No new digest content identified.

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news

Press Release

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Awards $25.5 Million in Grants in the Second Quarter
of 2017, Approves New Foster Youth Strategy
(Los Angeles) July 17, 2017– The board of directors of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
announced today that it approved 31 grants totaling $25.5 million during the second quarter of
2017. The board also approved a new five-year strategy for the Foster Youth Strategic
Initiative, beginning with grant approvals for Graham-Windham ($720,000) and the Children’s
Data Network at the University of Southern California Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of Social
Work ($825,000).
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IKEA Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/

No new digest content identified.

HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute
https://www.hhmi.org/news

[to 22 July 2017]

No new digest content identified.

Aga Khan Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation
20 July 2017
Aga Khan receives presidential honour in Portugal
Lisbon, Portugal, 20 July 2017 - His Highness the Aga Khan today received one of Portugal’s
highest honours – the Gra-cruz da ordem de Liberdade, or Grand Cross of the Order of Liberty –
in recognition of his service to uplifting lives around the world. Portugal’s President Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa bestowed the Aga Khan with this honour during a ceremony held at Lisbon’s
Belem Palace…
Kellogg Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news

No new digest content identified.

MacArthur Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.macfound.org/

No new digest content identified.

Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.moore.org/news

No new digest content identified.

Open Society Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information

No new digest content identified.

David and Lucile Packard Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.packard.org/news/

No new digest content identified.

Pew Charitable Trusts [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
July 17, 2017
Pew: Safer Meat Requires Reducing Risks Where Food Animals Are Raised

Press Release
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Report highlights effective measures to decrease contamination on farms and feedlots

WASHINGTON—Wider use of evidence-based food safety interventions on farms and feedlots
would significantly reduce the risk of people getting sick from contaminated meat and poultry,
according to a report released today by The Pew Charitable Trusts. The report, “Food Safety
From Farm to Fork,” examines potential means to prevent foodborne illnesses by investing in
strategies to control Salmonella, E. coli, and other pathogens that live in and around food
animals. Cattle, poultry, and swine often harbor these microorganisms before they reach the
slaughterhouse gate, where the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s oversight authority starts…
Rockefeller Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/
July 19, 2017
Remarks by Dr. Rajiv Shah from the National Academy of Engineering Global Grand
Challenges Summit
As delivered at George Washington University, Washington, D.C. on Wednesday, July 19, 2017
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
July 19, 2017 Blog Post
Five Nurses Share Why They Pursued Research Careers
Trailblazing nurse researchers share how their diverse careers are transforming nursing and
health care.
July 18, 2017 News Release
National Academies’ Gulf Research Program and RWJF Award $10.8 Million to Build
Healthy, Resilient Coastal Communities
Four projects awarded, aimed at enhancing the science and practice of resilience in coastal
communities located in the Gulf of Mexico region.
Science Philanthropy Alliance [to 22 July 2017]
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/

“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic
scientific research on a global basis…”
No new digest content identified.
SDG Philanthropy Platform
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/

SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia,
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI),
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS).
13-7-2017
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International Giving by U.S. Community Foundations: Local Communities with
Global Reach
This report, a joint effort by the Council on Foundations and Foundation Center, examines the
current state and recent trends in international giving and engagement by large U.S. community
foundations. The first-ever analysis of this type suggests that many community foundations are
beginning to adopt a broader, more nuanced definition of "community" than they have in the
past.
The report documents how funds channeled from U.S. community foundations support
international programs and recipients and highlights five U.S. community foundations and their
approaches to global engagement and international grantmaking. For this report, we analyzed
all the international grants made by U.S. community foundations included in Foundation
Center's set of 1,000 of the largest U.S. Foundations from 2011 to 2014, which included 10,533
grants worth $697 million.
:: Download Report
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
https://sloan.org/about/press

No new digest content identified.
Wellcome Trust [to 22 July 2017]
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
News / Published: 19 July 2017
Fiona Powrie joins our Board of Governors
Fiona Powrie, Director of the Kennedy Institute of Rheumatology at the University of Oxford,
is joining Wellcome as a new Governor.
*

*

*

*

:: Journal Watch

The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional
journals you feel warrant coverage.
American Journal of Infection Control
July 01, 2017 Volume 45, Issue 7, p703-818
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
[Reviewed earlier]
American Journal of Preventive Medicine
July 2017 Volume 53, Issue 1, p1-138, e1-e34
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current

[Reviewed earlier]
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American Journal of Public Health
July 2017 107(7)
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current

[Reviewed earlier]

American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
Volume 97, Issue 1, 2017
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current

Perspective Pieces

Precisely Tracking Childhood Death
Authors: Tamer H. Farag, Jeffrey P. Koplan, Robert F. Breiman, Shabir A. Madhi, Penny M.
Heaton, Trevor Mundel, Jaume Ordi, Quique Bassat, Clara Menendez and Scott F. Dowell
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0302

Abstract

Little is known about the specific causes of neonatal and under-five childhood death in highmortality geographic regions due to a lack of primary data and dependence on inaccurate tools,
such as verbal autopsy. To meet the ambitious new Sustainable Development Goal 3.2 to
eliminate preventable child mortality in every country, better approaches are needed to
precisely determine specific causes of death so that prevention and treatment interventions can
be strengthened and focused. Minimally invasive tissue sampling (MITS) is a technique that
uses needle-based postmortem sampling, followed by advanced histopathology and
microbiology to definitely determine cause of death. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is
supporting a new surveillance system called the Child Health and Mortality Prevention
Surveillance network, which will determine cause of death using MITS in combination with other
information, and yield cause-specific population-based mortality rates, eventually in up to 12–15
sites in sub-Saharan Africa and south Asia. However, the Gates Foundation funding alone is not
enough. We call on governments, other funders, and international stakeholders to expand the
use of pathology-based cause of death determination to provide the information needed to end
preventable childhood mortality.
Bidirectional Exchange in Global Health: Moving Toward True Global Health
Partnership
Authors: Gitanjli Arora, Christiana Russ, Maneesh Batra, Sabrina M. Butteris, Jennifer Watts and
Michael B. Pitt
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0982

Abstract

Although there has been rapid growth in global health educational experiences over the last two
decades, the flow of learners remains overwhelmingly one directional; providers from highresourced settings travel to limited-resourced environments to participate in clinical care,
education, and/or research. Increasingly, there has been a call to promote parity in
partnerships, including the development of bidirectional exchanges, where trainees from each
institution travel to the partner’s setting to learn from and teach each other. As global health
educators and steering committee members of the Association of Pediatric Program Directors
Global Health Pediatric Education Group, we endorse the belief that we must move away from
merely sending learners to international partner sites and instead become true global health
partners offering equitable educational experiences. In this article, we summarize the benefits,
review common challenges, and highlight solutions to hosting and providing meaningful global
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health experiences for learners from limited-resourced partner institutions to academic health
centers in the United States.
Conventional Wisdom versus Actual Outcomes: Challenges in the Conduct of an
Ebola Vaccine Trial in Liberia during the International Public Health Emergency
Authors: Gregg S. Larson, Beth R. Baseler, Marie L. Hoover, Jerome F. Pierson, Jemee K. Tegli,
Melvin P. Johnson, Mark W. S. Kieh, Laura A. McNay and Wissedi Sio Njoh
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-1015

Abstract

Clinical trials are challenging endeavors. Planning and implementing an investigational vaccine
trial in Liberia, in the midst of an Ebola virus disease (EVD) epidemic that World Health
Organization classified a public health emergency of international concern, presented
extraordinary challenges. Normally, years of preparation and a litany of tasks lay the
groundwork for a successful, randomized, blinded, placebo-controlled trial focused on safety
and efficacy. Difficult research settings, unpredictable events, and other unique circumstances
can add complexity. The setting in Liberia was especially problematic due to an infrastructure
still badly damaged following a lengthy civil war and a very fragile health-care system that was
further devastated by the EVD outbreak. The Partnership for Research on Vaccines in Liberia I
EVD vaccine trial was planned and implemented in less than 3 months by a Liberian and U.S.
research partnership, and its Phase II substudy was fully enrolled 3 months later. Contrasting
conventional wisdom with trial outcomes offers an opportunity to compare early assumptions,
barriers encountered, and adaptive strategies used, with end results. Understanding what was
learned can inform future trial responses when disease outbreaks, especially in resource-poor
locations with minimal infrastructure, pose a significant threat to public health.
Annals of Internal Medicine
18 July 2017 Vol: 167, Issue 2
http://annals.org/aim/issue

Original Research

Missed Opportunities for Measles, Mumps, Rubella Vaccination Among Departing
U.S. Adult Travelers Receiving Pretravel Health Consultations
Emily P. Hyle, MD, MSc; Sowmya R. Rao, PhD; Emily S. Jentes, PhD, MPH; Amy Parker
Fiebelkorn, MSN, MPH; Stefan H.F. Hagmann, MD, MSc; Allison Taylor Walker, PhD, MPH;
Rochelle P. Walensky, MD, MPH; Edward T. Ryan, MD; Regina C. LaRocque, MD, MPH
Abstract
Background:
Measles outbreaks continue to occur in the United States and are mostly due to infections in
returning travelers.
Objective:
To describe how providers assessed the measles immunity status of departing U.S. adult
travelers seeking pretravel consultation and to assess reasons given for nonvaccination among
those considered eligible to receive the measles, mumps, rubella (MMR) vaccine.
Design:
Observational study in U.S. pretravel clinics.
Setting:
24 sites associated with Global TravEpiNet (GTEN), a Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention–funded consortium.
Patients:
Adults (born in or after 1957) attending pretravel consultations at GTEN sites (2009 to 2014).
Measurements:
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Structured questionnaire completed by traveler and provider during pretravel consultation.
Results:
40 810 adult travelers were included; providers considered 6612 (16%) to be eligible for MMR
vaccine at the time of pretravel consultation. Of the MMR-eligible, 3477 (53%) were not
vaccinated at the visit; of these, 1689 (48%) were not vaccinated because of traveler refusal,
966 (28%) because of provider decision, and 822 (24%) because of health systems barriers.
Most MMR-eligible travelers who were not vaccinated were evaluated in the South (2262
travelers [65%]) or at nonacademic centers (1777 travelers [51%]). Nonvaccination due to
traveler refusal was most frequent in the South (1432 travelers [63%]) and in nonacademic
centers (1178 travelers [66%]).
Limitation:
These estimates could underrepresent the opportunities for MMR vaccination because providers
accepted verbal histories of disease and vaccination as evidence of immunity.
Conclusion:
Of U.S. adult travelers who presented for pretravel consultation at GTEN sites, 16% met criteria
for MMR vaccination according to the provider's assessment, but fewer than half of these
travelers were vaccinated. An increase in MMR vaccination of eligible U.S. adult travelers could
reduce the likelihood of importation and transmission of measles virus.
Primary Funding Source:
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Institutes of Health, and the Steve and
Deborah Gorlin MGH Research Scholars Award.

Editorials

Why Aren't International Travelers Vaccinated for Measles?
Lori K. Handy, MD, MSCE; Paul A. Offit, MD
Before a vaccine against measles was introduced, 500 000 cases occurred each year in the
United States, resulting in 500 deaths, 48 000 hospitalizations, and 1000 cases of permanent
brain damage from encephalitis (1). Endemic measles was eliminated from the United States in
2000 (2), but sporadic outbreaks have occurred since then because of importation of the virus
from other countries. These cases occur in travelers as well as their contacts in the United
States, many of whom are unvaccinated themselves (3). In 2014, the United States had the
largest single outbreak of measles (667 cases) in more than 20 years because of infected
travelers returning from abroad combined with the low vaccination rate of certain U.S.
populations (4). This outbreak was linked to travel to the Philippines, which was in the midst of
a measles epidemic. In 2015, a multistate outbreak associated with Disneyland likely was the
result of a park visitor who had traveled overseas; 188 cases were reported that year (5).
Importations remain the source of measles transmission in the United States, and persons
visiting travel clinics present an opportunity to reduce or eliminate these cases.
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
(Accessed 22 July 2017)
[No new digest content identified]
BMJ Global Health
January 2017; volume 2, issue 1
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y

[Reviewed earlier]
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BMC Health Services Research
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
(Accessed 22 July 2017)

Research article

“We and the nurses are now working with one voice”: How community leaders and
health committee members describe their role in Sierra Leone’s Ebola response

Across low-income settings, community volunteers and health committee members support the
formal health system - both routinely and amid emergencies - by engaging in health services
such as referrals and healt...
Shannon A. McMahon, Lara S. Ho, Kerry Scott, Hannah Brown, Laura Miller, Ruwan Ratnayake
and Rashid Ansumana
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:495
Published on: 18 July 2017

Research article

Medical condition and care of undocumented migrants in ambulatory clinics in Tel
Aviv, Israel: assessing unmet needs

Approximately 150,000 undocumented migrants (UM) who are medically uninsured reside in
Israel, including ~50,000 originating from the horn of Africa (MHA). Free medical-care is
provided by two walk-in clinics ...

Zohar Mor, Yuval Raveh, Ido Lurie, Alex Leventhal, Roni Gamzu, Nadav Davidovitch, Orel Benari
and Itamar Grotto
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:484
Published on: 14 July 2017
BMC Infectious Diseases
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
(Accessed 22 July 2017)

Research article

Cost-effectiveness analysis of different types of human papillomavirus vaccination
combined with a cervical cancer screening program in mainland China

China has a high prevalence of human papillomavirus (HPV) and a consequently high burden of
disease with respect to cervical cancer. The HPV vaccine has proved to be effective in
preventing cervical cancer and...
Xiuting Mo, Ruoyan Gai Tobe, Lijie Wang, Xianchen Liu, Bin Wu, Huiwen Luo, Chie Nagata,
Rintaro Mori and Takeo Nakayama
BMC Infectious Diseases 2017 17:502
Published on: 18 July 2017
BMC Medical Ethics
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
(Accessed 22 July 2017)
[No new digest content identified]
BMC Medicine
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
(Accessed 22 July 2017)
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[No new digest content identified]
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
(Accessed 22 July 2017)
[No new digest content identified]
BMC Public Health
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
(Accessed 22 July 2017)

Research article

Community-based initiatives improving critical health literacy: a systematic review
and meta-synthesis of qualitative evidence

Critical health literacy enables older adults to make informed health decisions and take actions
for the health and wellbeing of themselves and their community, within their own social and
cultural context. A ...
Liesbeth de Wit, Christine Fenenga, Cinzia Giammarchi, Lucia di Furia, Inge Hutter, Andrea de
Winter and Louise Meijering
BMC Public Health 2017 18:40
Published on: 20 July 2017
BMC Research Notes
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
(Accessed 22 July 2017)

Short report

Sero-prevalence and vaccination status of hepatitis A and hepatitis B among adults
with cirrhosis in Sri Lanka: a hospital based cohort study

As acute viral hepatitis can be fatal in patients with cirrhosis, vaccination against hepatitis A
(HAV) and hepatitis B (HBV) is recommended for non-immune patients. With increasing
affluence the incidence of ...
Madunil Anuk Niriella, Vipuli Jayendra Kobbegala, Hasnatha Nuwan Karalliyadda, Chamila
Kumara Ranawaka, Arjuna Priyadarshin de Silva, Anuradha Supun Dassanayake and
Hithanadura Janaka de Silva
Published on: 21 July 2017
BMJ Open
July 2017 - Volume 7 - 7
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Bulletin of the World Health Organization
Volume 95, Number 7, July 2017, 481-544
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/7/en/
[Reviewed earlier]
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Child Care, Health and Development
July 2017 Volume 43, Issue 4 Pages 463–625
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.4/issuetoc
[Reviewed earlier]
Clinical Therapeutics
August 2017 Volume 39, Issue 8, Supplement, e1-e110
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/issue/S0149-2918(17)X0006-4

The Proceedings of the 13th Congress of the European Association for Clinical
Pharmacology and Therapeutics
[Reviewed earlier]

Complexity
November/December 2016 Volume 21, Issue S2 Pages 1–642
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc
[Reviewed earlier]
Conflict and Health
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
[Accessed 22 July 2017]

Research

Cardiovascular disease risk and prevention amongst Syrian refugees: mixed
methods study of Médecins Sans Frontières programme in Jordan

The growing burden of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) presented new challenges for
medical humanitarian aid and little was known about primary health care approaches for these
diseases in humanitarian respons...
Dylan R.J. Collins, Kiran Jobanputra, Thomas Frost, Shoaib Muhammed, Alison Ward, Abed
Alrazzaq Shafei, Taissir Fardous, Sadeq Gabashneh and Carl Heneghan
Conflict and Health 2017 11:14
Published on: 17 July 2017
Contemporary Clinical Trials
Volume 58, Pages 1-94 (July 2017)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/15517144/58
[Reviewed earlier]
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases
August 2017 - Volume 30 - Issue 4
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
[Reviewed earlier]
Developing World Bioethics
August 2017 Volume 17, Issue 2 Pages 61–140
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-2/issuetoc
[Reviewed earlier]
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Development in Practice
Volume 27, Issue 5
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current

Article

Network development for non-state health providers: African Christian health
associations
Frank Dimmock, Jill Olivier & Quentin Wodon
Pages: 580-598
Published online: 21 Jul 2017

Article

Food insecurity and ART adherence in Swaziland: the case for coordinated faithbased and multi-sectoral action
Arnau van Wyngaard, Robin Root & Alan Whiteside
Pages: 599-609
Published online: 21 Jul 2017

Article

Faith and palliative care: a partnership of care in low- and middle-income countries
Elizabeth Grant, Mhoira Leng, Elizabeth Namukwaya, Ivan Odiit Onapito, Kellen Kimani & Julia
Downing
Pages: 610-621
Published online: 21 Jul 2017

Article

Roles of religious actors in the West African Ebola response
Katherine Marshall
Pages: 622-633
Published online: 21 Jul 2017

Article

Models of engagement between the state and the faith sector in sub-Saharan Africa
– a systematic review
Eleanor Whyle & Jill Olivier
Pages: 684-697
Published online: 21 Jul 2017

Article

Female genital cutting in Egypt: drivers and potential responses
Quentin Wodon, Ali Yedan & Els Leye
Pages: 708-718
Published online: 21 Jul 2017
Development Policy Review
July 2017 Volume 35, Issue 4 Pages 439–597
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-4/issuetoc

Special Issue: European Union Development Policy: Collective Action in Times of
Global Transformation and Domestic Crisis
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[Reviewed earlier]
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology
Volume 12, Issue 8, 2017
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness
Volume 11 - Issue 3 - June 2017
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-healthpreparedness/latest-issue
[Reviewed earlier]
Disasters
July 2017 Volume 41, Issue 3 Pages 427–627
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-3/issuetoc
[Reviewed earlier]
EMBO Reports
01 July 2017; volume 18, issue 7
http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/7?current-issue=y

Science & Society

[Reviewed earlier]
Emergency Medicine Journal
June 2017 - Volume 34 - 6
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Emerging Infectious Diseases
Volume 23, Number 7—July 2017
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
[Reviewed earlier]
Epidemics
Volume 19, Pages 1-84 (June 2017)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
[Reviewed earlier]
End of Life Journal
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
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Epidemiology and Infection
Volume 145 - Issue 11 - August 2017
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue
[New issue; No digest content identified
Ethics & International Affairs
Spring 2017 (Issue 31.1)
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/spring-2017-issue-31-1/
[Reviewed earlier]
The European Journal of Public Health
Volume 27, Issue 3, June 2017
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/3
[Reviewed earlier]
Food Policy
Volume 70, Pages 1-98 (July 2017)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/70?sdc=1

Research Articles

Adoption of food safety measures on milk production in Nepal: Impact on
smallholders’ farm-gate prices and profitability
Original Research Article
Pages 13-26
Anjani Kumar, Ganesh Thapa, Devesh Roy, P.K. Joshi

Abstract

One way to ensure food safety is by enhancing compliance at the farm level. This study
investigates the status, estimates the cost, identifies the determinants, and assesses the impact
of compliance with food safety measures (FSM) in milk production in Nepal. The study is based
on primary data collected from six high milk producing districts that captures the geographical
and institutional diversity of milk production. Results show that the status of farm level
compliance with FSM is not very encouraging. Also, the intensity of adoption of FSM exhibits
significant inter- and intra-district variations. It varies positively with herd size but the additional
cost of compliance with FSM varies negatively with herd size. Among other determinants,
access to information, and incidence of inspection for conformity with safety and quality
standards are also associated with higher adoption of FSM. Finally, we also estimate the impact
of FSM on farm-gate prices and farmers’ profits and conduct several robustness checks.
The development and application of a sustainable diets framework for policy
analysis: A case study of Nepal
Original Research Article
Pages 40-49
Shauna M. Downs, Alex Payne, Jessica Fanzo

Abstract

The objectives of this study were to 1) develop a policy analysis framework for examining the
components of a sustainable diet and 2) to apply its use to three relevant national polices in
Nepal. We developed a policy analysis framework using existing literature and applied the
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framework to three Nepalese policies: Nepal’s Multisectoral Nutrition Plan (MSNP) 2013–2017,
Agricultural Development Strategy (ADS) 2015–2035 and National Biodiversity Strategy and
Action Plan (NBSAP) 2014–2020. Each policy was coded independently by two researchers to
examine whether the different components of the sustainable diets framework were mentioned
and if they had associated policy actions. We then used a health policy analysis tool to examine
the overall quality of each policy. The ADS mentioned the most (89%) components of the
sustainable diets framework as compared to the NBSAP (58%) and the MSNP (70%). If all
three policies were fully implemented they would address all but one of the components of a
sustainable diet, with the potential to deliver for health and the environment. However, there
was a lack of clarity regarding how the resources to accomplish the policy objectives would be
obtained as well as insufficient detail regarding the policies’ monitoring and evaluation
frameworks. The sustainable diets framework developed in this study enables the identification
of gaps where policies need to broaden their focus in order to incorporate a more holistic view
of the food system. This will become increasingly important as climate change continues to
persist and the need for more resilient food systems becomes more recognized.
Review: Food loss and waste in Sub-Saharan Africa
Review Article
Pages 1-12
Megan Sheahan, Christopher B. Barrett

Abstract

The research, development practitioner, and donor community has begun to focus on food loss
and waste – often referred to as post-harvest losses (PHL) – in Sub-Saharan Africa. This article
reviews the current state of the literature on PHL mitigation. First, we identify explicitly the
varied objectives underlying efforts to reduce PHL levels. Second, we summarize the estimated
magnitudes of losses, evaluate the methodologies used to generate those estimates, and
explore the dearth of thoughtful assessment around “optimal” PHL levels. Third, we synthesize
and critique the impact evaluation literature around on-farm and off-farm interventions
expected to deliver PHL reduction. Fourth, we suggest a suite of other approaches to advancing
these same objectives, some of which may prove more cost-effective. Finally, we conclude with
a summary of main points.
Food Security
Volume 9, Issue 3, June 2017
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/3/page/1
[Reviewed earlier]
Forum for Development Studies
Volume 44, Issue 2, 2017
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Genocide Studies International
Vol. 10, No. 2, Fall 2016
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/10/2

Non-State Aspects of Genocide
[Reviewed earlier]

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch :: Journal Watch

Geoheritage
Volume 9, Issue 2, June 2017
http://link.springer.com/journal/12371/9/2/page/1
[Reviewed earlier]
Global Health Action
Volume 10, 2017 – Supplement 2
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/10/1?nav=tocList
[Reviewed earlier]
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP)
June 27, 2017, 5 (2)
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Global Public Health
Volume 12, 2017 Issue 9
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Globalization and Health
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
[Accessed 22 July 2017]
[No new digest content identified]
Health Affairs
July 2017; Volume 36, Issue 7
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current

Issue Focus: Advanced Illness & End-Of-Life Care
[New issue; No digest content identified]
Health and Human Rights
Volume 19, Issue 1, June 2017
http://www.hhrjournal.org/
[Reviewed earlier]
Health Economics, Policy and Law
Volume 12 - Issue 3 - July 2017
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
[Reviewed earlier]
Health Policy and Planning
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Volume 32, Issue 6 July 2017
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Health Research Policy and Systems
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
[Accessed 22 July 2017]
[No new digest content identified]
Human Rights Quarterly
Volume 39, Number 2, May 2017
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/36209
[Reviewed earlier]
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine
http://odihpn.org/magazine/the-humanitarian-consequences-of-violence-in-central-america/
Number 69 June 2017

The humanitarian consequences of violence in Central America
[Reviewed earlier]

IDRiM Journal
Vol 6, No 2 (2016)
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/16
[Reviewed earlier]
Infectious Agents and Cancer
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content
[Accessed 22 July 2017]
[No new digest content identified]
Infectious Diseases of Poverty
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
[Accessed 22 July 2017]
[No new digest content identified]
International Health
Volume 9, Issue 3 May 2017
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
International Human Rights Law Review
Volume 6, Issue 1, 2017
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/6/1
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[Reviewed earlier]
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health
Vol 4, No 7 (2017) July 2017
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/26
[Reviewed earlier]
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction
Volume 23, Pages 1-248 (August 2017)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/23?sdc=1
[Reviewed earlier]
International Journal of Epidemiology
Volume 46, Issue 2 April 2017
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
International Journal of Heritage Studies
Volume 23, Issue 8, 2017
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current
[Reviewed earlier]
International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare
Vol. 10 Issue: 2, pp.-, doi: 10.1108/IJHRH-10-2016-0018
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijhrh/10/2
[Reviewed earlier]
International Journal of Infectious Diseases
July 2017 Volume 60, p1-102
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(17)X0007-6

Editorials

Yellow Fever importation to China – a failure of pre- and post-travel control
systems?
Patricia Schlagenhauf, Lin H. Chen
p91–92
Published online: June 6, 2017
A new paradigm in pneumococcal conjugate vaccination: moving from individual to
herd protection
Gail L. Rodgers, Keith P. Klugman
p96–97
Published online: April 24, 2017

Perspective
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch :: Journal Watch

From individual to herd protection with pneumococcal vaccines: the contribution of
the Cuban pneumococcal conjugate vaccine implementation strategy
Nivaldo Linares-Pérez, María E. Toledo-Romaní, Darielys Santana-Mederos, Anaí García-Fariñas,
Dagmar García-Rivera, Yury Valdés-Balbín, Vicente Vérez-Bencomo
p98–102
Published online: April 27, 2017
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology
Volume 24, 2017 - Issue 4
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current
[Reviewed earlier]
International Migration Review
Summer 2017 Volume 51, Issue 2 Pages 289–564, e17–e32
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2017.51.issue-2/issuetoc

MIGRATION AND INTEGRATION PROCESSES IN EUROPE
[Reviewed earlier]

Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas
July 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 2
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx
[Reviewed earlier]
JAMA
July 18, 2017, Vol 318, No. 3, Pages 215-310
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx

Viewpoint

The Role of Patient Engagement in Addressing Parents’ Perceptions About
Immunizations
Mary C. Politi, PhD; Katherine M. Jones, MD; Sydney E. Philpott, BS
JAMA. 2017;318(3):237-238. doi:10.1001/jama.2017.7168

Abstract

Vaccines are frequently cited as one of the greatest successes in the history of public health.
The World Health Organization estimates that vaccines for diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, and
measles save between 2 million and 3 million lives annually. However, in recent years, parental
resistance toward childhood vaccinations has increased.1 Many parents have become concerned
and distrusting of scientific evidence about vaccinations. As a result, cases of vaccinepreventable diseases have reemerged in the United States and other countries. Unvaccinated
and undervaccinated individuals are susceptible to disease and increase the risk of transmitting
diseases even to those who are fully vaccinated.1
JAMA Pediatrics
July 2017, Vol 171, No. 7, Pages 611-716
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
[Reviewed earlier]
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JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports
July 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 7
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx

Systematic Review Protocols

Effect of mHealth in improving antenatal care utilization and skilled birth
attendance in low- and middle-income countries: a systematic review protocol
Abraha, Yosef G.; Gebrie, Serebe A.; Garoma, Desalegn A.; More
JBI Database of Systematic Reviews and Implementation Reports . 15(7):1778-1782, July 2017.

Abstract:

Review question/objective: The objective of this review is to identify and synthesize the best
available evidence on the effect of mobile health (mHealth) interventions in antenatal care
utilization and skilled birth attendance in low- and middle-income countries.
More specifically, the review questions are as follows:
:: Is mHealth effective in improving antenatal care utilization compared with routine care
received without the support of mHealth applications?
:: Is mHealth effective in improving skilled birth attendance compared with routine care
received without the support of mHealth applications?
Journal of Community Health
Volume 42, Issue 4, August 2017
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/42/3/page/1
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Cultural Heritage
Volume 26, Pages 1-182 (July–August 2017)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/12962074
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development
2017: Volume 7 Issue 2
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/2
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Development Economics
Volume 127, Pages 1-470 (July 2017)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/127
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Environmental Management
Volume 193, Pages 1-612 (15 May 2017)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797/193
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health
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July 2017 - Volume 71 - 7
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Global Ethics
Volume 13, Issue 1, 2016
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU)
Volume 28, Number 2 Supplement, May 2017
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/36192

The Power of Prevention: Reaching At-Risk Emerging Adults to Reduce Substance
Abuse and HIV

Guest Editors: Lorece Edwards, DrPH, MHS, Morgan State University and Ronald L. Braithwaite,
PhD, Morehouse School of Medicine
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Human Trafficking
Volume 3, Issue 2, 2017
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management
Volume 7 Issue 2
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/7/2

Articles

Humanitarian supply chain strategies – a review of how actors mitigate supply chain
risks
Marianne Jahre (pp. 82 - 101)

Abstract:

Purpose
The purpose of this paper is to link humanitarian logistics (HL) and supply chain risk
management (SCRM) to provide an understanding of risk mitigation strategies that
humanitarian organisations use, or could use, to improve their logistics preparedness.
Design/methodology/approach
Based on systematic reviews of RMS in SCRM and supply chain strategies (SCS) in HL literature,
a framework is developed and used to review published case studies in HL.
Findings
The study finds that humanitarian actors use a number of the strategies proposed in the
framework, particularly those related to strategic stocks, postponement, and collaboration.
Strategies related to sourcing and procurement, however, especially those on supplier
relationships, seem to be lacking in both research and practice.
Research limitations/implications
The study is based on secondary data and could be further developed through case studies
based on primary data. Future studies should explore the generalisability of the findings.
Practical implications
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Practitioners can use the framework to identify potential new SCS and how strategies can be
combined. Findings can help them to understand the abnormal risks of main concern, how they
may impact normal risks, and provide ideas on how to tackle trade-offs between different risks.
Social implications
The results can support improvements in humanitarian supply chains, which will provide
affected people with rapid, cost-efficient, and better-adapted responses.
Originality/value
The paper connects SCRM and HL to develop a framework and suggests propositions on how
humanitarian actors can mitigate supply chain risks. Questioning the focus on strategic stock it
suggests complementary or alternative strategies for improving logistics preparedness.
Understanding the contribution of effective communication strategies to program
performance in humanitarian organizations
Sebastián Villa, Paulo Gonçalves, Tonny Villy Odong (pp. 126 - 151)

Abstract:

Purpose
The purpose of this paper is to employ concepts drawn from communication theory to develop
a structural model that it is hoped will improve the understanding of the impact of effective
communication mechanisms on the performance of humanitarian organizations.
Design/methodology/approach
The research is based on a case study of a single humanitarian organization. The authors
designed a cross-sectional study, collecting data using structured questionnaires and interviews.
Structural equation modeling was used to test and estimate the model.
Findings
Estimations show that the proper design of internal manuals and procedure guidelines, coupled
with formal strategies to foster stakeholder dialogue in organizations and increase the perceived
performance of humanitarian programs.
Practical implications
The paper discusses the importance of designing effective communication strategies that permit
humanitarian organizations to use their communication channels properly and improve
operations based on lessons learned and the concerns of stakeholders.
Originality/value
This paper builds on the foundations provided by communication theory to develop a model
that explains how communication affects performance in humanitarian organizations. The study
further builds on a case study to test the theoretical model.
Toward a dynamic balanced scorecard model for humanitarian relief organizations’
performance management
Ali Anjomshoae, Adnan Hassan, Nathan Kunz, Kuan Yew Wong, Sander de Leeuw (pp. 194 218)

Abstract:

Purpose
In recent years, the balanced scorecard (BSC) has received considerable interest among
practitioners for managing their organization’s performance. Unfortunately existing BSC
frameworks, particularly for humanitarian supply chains, lack causal relationships among
performance indicators, actions, and outcomes. They are not able to provide a dynamic
perspective of the organization with factors that drive the organization’s behavior toward its
mission. Lack of conceptual references seems to hinder the development of a performance
measurement system toward this direction. The paper aims to discuss these issues.
Design/methodology/approach
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The authors formulate the interdependencies among key performance indicators (KPIs) in terms
of cause-and-effect relationships based on published case studies reported in international
journals from 1996 to 2017.
Findings
This paper aims to identify the conceptual interdependencies among KPIs and represent them
in the form of a conceptual model.
Research limitations/implications
The study was solely based on relevant existing literature. Therefore further practical research
is needed to validate the interdependencies of performance indicators in the strategy map.
Practical implications
The proposed conceptual model provides the structure of a dynamic balanced scorecard (DBSC)
in the humanitarian supply chain and should serve as a starting reference for the development
of a practical DBSC model. The conceptual framework proposed in this paper aims to facilitate
further research in developing a DBSC for humanitarian organizations (HOs).
Originality/value
Existing BSC frameworks do not provide a dynamic perspective of the organization. The
proposed conceptual framework is a useful reference for further work in developing a DBSC for
HOs.
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health
Volume 19, Issue 4, August 2017
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/19/4/page/1
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies
Volume 15, Issue 2, 2017
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current

Special Issue: Human Trafficking in Domestic Work: A Special Case or a Learning
Ground for the Anti-Trafficking Field?
[Articles focused on Netherlands, Britain, Italy, Greece, France]
[Reviewed earlier]

Journal of Infectious Diseases
Volume 215, Issue 12 15 June 2017
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue

Polio Endgame & Legacy-Implementation, Best Practices, and Lessons Learned
[Reviewed earlier]

Journal of International Development
July 2017 Volume 29, Issue 5 Pages 549–677
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v29.4/issuetoc

Special Issue: Political Settlements
[Eight articles covering themes involving political settlements]
Journal of Medical Ethics
July 2017 - Volume 43 - 7
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http://jme.bmj.com/content/current

Disorders of consciousness
[Reviewed earlier]

Journal of Medical Internet Research
Vol 19, No 7 (2017): July
http://www.jmir.org/2017/7
[New issue; No digest content identified]
Journal of Operations Management
Volume 52, Pages 1-56 (May 2017)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963
[New issue; No digest content identified]
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews
Volume 4, Issue 2 (2017)
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS)
Volume 6, Issue 2 1 June 2017
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Pediatrics
July 2017 Volume 186, p1-218
http://www.jpeds.com/current
[New issue; No digest content identified]
Journal of Public Health Policy
Volume 38, Issue 2, May 2017
https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/38/2/page/1
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface
01 July 2017; volume 14, issue 132
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Journal of Travel Medicine
Volume 24, Issue 4, July-August 2017
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/24/4
[Reviewed earlier]
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The Lancet
Jul 22, 2017 Volume 390 Number 10092 p333-428
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current

Editorial

The global HIV/AIDS epidemic—progress and challenges
The Lancet
On July 20, UNAIDS released their annual report on the status of the global HIV/AIDS epidemic,
which also includes a comprehensive analysis of progress towards ending AIDS as a public
health threat. The latest epidemiological estimates and programmatic data from 168 countries
in all regions were reviewed. Worldwide, AIDS-related deaths have declined from a peak of
about 1·9 million in 2005 to around 1·0 million in 2016, largely due to treatment scale-up—for
the first time more than half of people with HIV are estimated to be on treatment. Since 2010,
the annual number of new infections in all age groups has decreased by 16% to around 1·8
million in 2016. However, progress is variable, and despite a global downward trend in the
epidemic, several regions are experiencing sharp increases in new infections and struggling to
expand treatment.
In 2014, to accelerate progress towards ending AIDS as a public health threat by 2030, UNAIDS
launched the 90-90-90 goals. The goals are that by 2020, 90% of all people living with HIV will
know their HIV status, 90% of all people with diagnosed HIV infection will receive sustained
antiretroviral therapy (ART), and 90% of people receiving ART will achieve viral suppression.
The report states that considerable progress has been made towards the 90-90-90 targets, but
there are gaps along the continuum that vary across regions. Globally, more than two-thirds of
people living with HIV knew their status in 2016. Around 77% of them were on treatment, and
82% of those on treatment had suppressed viral loads. In 2016, around 19·5 million people
with HIV (53%) were on treatment, up from 17·1 million in 2015.
If reached, the 90-90-90 targets translate into 73% of all people living with HIV being virally
suppressed. Botswana, Cambodia, Denmark, Iceland, Singapore, Sweden, and the UK already
achieve or exceed this target, and 11 other countries are moving closer. However, the report
notes that globally when the gaps along the cascade are combined, only 43% of all people
living with HIV were virally suppressed in 2016, which is far lower than the final target, which
means many regions are not on track to meet the 2020 target.
Progress in the world's most affected areas, eastern and southern Africa, has been striking.
With rapid scaling up of treatment in combination with existing prevention interventions, AIDSrelated deaths have nearly halved in the past 6 years. New infections have declined from
around 1·1 million to about 790 000, a 29% reduction. The region's progress across the three
90s is comparable with that in Latin America, and if progress is sustained both are likely to
achieve the targets alongside western and central Europe and North America, which have
already met the 2020 goal.
Progress is less positive elsewhere. In the Middle East and north Africa, trends vary, and
although numbers of new infections seem stable since 2010, AIDS-related mortality has
increased in the past decade. In the same period in eastern Europe and central Asia, the
number of new infections has risen to 190 000 in 2016, a 60% increase. The region's HIV
epidemic is mainly within two countries: Russia and Ukraine. People who inject drugs accounted
for 42% of new HIV infections in the region in 2015. In both countries, there are large gaps
across the 90-90-90 continuum. HIV testing and treatment coverage are low. Key populations in
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these regions are unable to access services and linkage to care is weak. These regions are
unlikely to meet the 90-90-90 target.
The report points out challenges across all regions. Late diagnosis in key populations
counteracts the potential effects of treatment as prevention in the general population. Gaps in
the 90–90–90 continuum are greater for men, young people, and key populations. Women
continue to be disproportionately affected by the epidemic. Criminalisation, stigma, and
discrimination act as barriers to key populations entering care programmes. Funding too is a
concern with resources falling short of global commitments.
The report emphasises that there is no room for complacency. Indeed, 53% of all people living
with HIV being on ART means that another 17 million people with HIV are not. Indeed, in a
letter in this week's Lancet, Brian Williams and Reuben Granich call for an urgent review of the
assumptions used to calculate the effect of ART on rates of new infections and AIDS-related
mortality. Current approaches need to be more efficient, and innovations around diagnosis,
treatment, service delivery, and surveillance and monitoring need to be brought to bear.
The UNAIDS annual report is a vital benchmark for identifying progress, successes, shortfalls,
and gaps in tackling the global HIV epidemic. The use of the 90-90-90 goals provides a useful
framework that can help countries prioritise their paths and actions toward an AIDS-free world.
But what actions will now follow?

Articles

Effects of the Informed Health Choices primary school intervention on the ability of
children in Uganda to assess the reliability of claims about treatment effects: a
cluster-randomised controlled trial
Allen Nsangi, Daniel Semakula, Andrew D Oxman, Astrid Austvoll-Dahlgren, Matt Oxman, Sarah
Rosenbaum, Angela Morelli, Claire Glenton, Simon Lewin, Margaret Kaseje, Iain Chalmers, Atle
Fretheim, Yunpeng Ding, Nelson K Sewankambo

Summary

Background
Claims about what improves or harms our health are ubiquitous. People need to be able to
assess the reliability of these claims. We aimed to evaluate an intervention designed to teach
primary school children to assess claims about the effects of treatments (ie, any action intended
to maintain or improve health).
Methods
In this cluster-randomised controlled trial, we included primary schools in the central region of
Uganda that taught year-5 children (aged 10–12 years). We excluded international schools,
special needs schools for children with auditory and visual impairments, schools that had
participated in user-testing and piloting of the resources, infant and nursery schools, adult
education schools, and schools that were difficult for us to access in terms of travel time. We
randomly allocated a representative sample of eligible schools to either an intervention or
control group. Intervention schools received the Informed Health Choices primary school
resources (textbooks, exercise books, and a teachers' guide). Teachers attended a 2 day
introductory workshop and gave nine 80 min lessons during one school term. The lessons
addressed 12 concepts essential to assessing claims about treatment effects and making
informed health choices. We did not intervene in the control schools. The primary outcome,
measured at the end of the school term, was the mean score on a test with two multiple-choice
questions for each of the 12 concepts and the proportion of children with passing scores on the
same test. This trial is registered with the Pan African Clinical Trial Registry, number
PACTR201606001679337.
Findings
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Between April 11, 2016, and June 8, 2016, 2960 schools were assessed for eligibility; 2029
were eligible, and a random sample of 170 were invited to recruitment meetings. After
recruitment meetings, 120 eligible schools consented and were randomly assigned to either the
intervention group (n=60, 76 teachers and 6383 children) or control group (n=60, 67 teachers
and 4430 children). The mean score in the multiple-choice test for the intervention schools was
62·4% (SD 18·8) compared with 43·1% (15·2) for the control schools (adjusted mean
difference 20·0%, 95% CI 17·3–22·7; p<0·00001). In the intervention schools, 3967 (69%) of
5753 children achieved a predetermined passing score (≥13 of 24 correct answers) compared
with 1186 (27%) of 4430 children in the control schools (adjusted difference 50%, 95% CI 44–
55). The intervention was effective for children with different levels of reading skills, but was
more effective for children with better reading skills.
Interpretation
The use of the Informed Health Choices primary school learning resources, after an introductory
workshop for the teachers, led to a large improvement in the ability of children to assess claims
about the effects of treatments. The results show that it is possible to teach primary school
children to think critically in schools with large student to teacher ratios and few resources.
Future studies should address how to scale up use of the resources, long-term effects, including
effects on actual health choices, transferability to other countries, and how to build on this
programme with additional primary and secondary school learning resources.
Funding
Research Council of Norway.
Effects of the Informed Health Choices podcast on the ability of parents of primary
school children in Uganda to assess claims about treatment effects: a randomised
controlled trial
Daniel Semakula, Allen Nsangi, Andrew D Oxman, Matt Oxman, Astrid Austvoll-Dahlgren, Sarah
Rosenbaum, Angela Morelli, Claire Glenton, Simon Lewin, Margaret Kaseje, Iain Chalmers, Atle
Fretheim, Doris Tove Kristoffersen, Nelson K Sewankambo

Summary

Background
As part of the Informed Health Choices project, we developed a podcast called The Health
Choices Programme to help improve the ability of people to assess claims about the benefits
and harms of treatments. We aimed to evaluate the effects of the podcast on the ability of
parents of primary school children in Uganda to assess claims about the effects of treatments.
Methods
We did this randomised controlled trial in central Uganda. We recruited parents of children aged
10–12 years who were in their fifth year of school at 35 schools that were participating in a
linked trial of the Informed Health Choices primary school resources. The parents were
randomly allocated (1:1), via a web-based random number generator with block sizes of four
and six, to listen to either the Informed Health Choices podcast (intervention group) or typical
public service announcements about health issues (control group). Randomisation was stratified
by parents' highest level of formal education attained (primary school, secondary school, or
tertiary education) and the allocation of their children's school in the trial of the primary school
resources (intervention vs control). The primary outcome, measured after listening to the entire
podcast, was the mean score and the proportion of parents with passing scores on a test with
two multiple choice questions for each of nine key concepts essential to assessing claims about
treatments (18 questions in total). We did intention-to-treat analyses. This trial is registered
with the Pan African Clinical Trial Registry, number PACTR201606001676150.
Findings
We recruited parents between July 21, 2016, and Oct 7, 2016. We randomly assigned 675
parents to the podcast group (n=334) or the public service announcement group (n=341); 561
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(83%) participants completed follow-up. The mean score for parents in the podcast group was
67·8% (SD 19·6) compared with 52·4% (17·6) in the control group (adjusted mean difference
15·5%, 95% CI 12·5–18·6; p<0·0001). In the podcast group, 203 (71%) of 288 parents had a
predetermined passing score (≥11 of 18 correct answers) compared with 103 (38%) of 273
parents in the control group (adjusted difference 34%, 95% CI 26–41; p<0·0001). No adverse
events were reported.
Interpretation
Listening to the Informed Health Choices podcast led to a large improvement in the ability of
parents to assess claims about the effects of treatments. Future studies should assess the longterm effects of use of the podcast, the effects on actual health choices and outcomes, and how
transferable our findings are to other countries.
Funding
Research Council of Norway.

Review

Progress in evidence-based medicine: a quarter century on
Benjamin Djulbegovic, Gordon H Guyatt

Summary

In response to limitations in the understanding and use of published evidence, evidence-based
medicine (EBM) began as a movement in the early 1990s. EBM's initial focus was on educating
clinicians in the understanding and use of published literature to optimise clinical care, including
the science of systematic reviews. EBM progressed to recognise limitations of evidence alone,
and has increasingly stressed the need to combine critical appraisal of the evidence with
patient's values and preferences through shared decision making. In another progress, EBM
incorporated and further developed the science of producing trustworthy clinical practice
guidelines pioneered by investigators in the 1980s. EBM's enduring contributions to clinical
medicine include placing the practice of medicine on a solid scientific basis, the development of
more sophisticated hierarchies of evidence, the recognition of the crucial role of patient values
and preferences in clinical decision making, and the development of the methodology for
generating trustworthy recommendations.
Lancet Global Health
Jul 2017 Volume 5 Number 7 e633-e726
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Lancet Infectious Diseases
Jul 2017 Volume 17 Number 7 p673-780 e197-e234
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Lancet Respiratory Medicine
Jul 2017 Volume 5 Number 7 p535-598 e23-e26
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Maternal and Child Health Journal
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Volume 21, Issue 7, July 2017
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/21/7/page/1
[Reviewed earlier]
Medical Decision Making (MDM)
Volume 37, Issue 5, July 2017
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
The Milbank Quarterly

A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy

June 2017 Volume 95, Issue 2 Pages 213–446
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2017.95.issue-2/issuetoc
[Reviewed earlier]
Nature
Volume 547 Number 7662 pp137-252 13 July 2017
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html

Editorials

Large-scale physical activity data reveal worldwide activity inequality
Tim Althoff, Rok Sosič, Jennifer L. Hicks, Abby C. King, Scott L. Delp+ et al.

A huge smartphone dataset of physical activity yields global insights, revealing that activity
inequality predicts obesity better than does volume of activity and that much of the inequality is
a result of reduced activity in females.
To be able to curb the global pandemic of physical inactivity1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and the
associated 5.3 million deaths per year2, we need to understand the basic principles that govern
physical activity. However, there is a lack of large-scale measurements of physical activity
patterns across free-living populations worldwide1, 6. Here we leverage the wide usage of
smartphones with built-in accelerometry to measure physical activity at the global scale. We
study a dataset consisting of 68 million days of physical activity for 717,527 people, giving us a
window into activity in 111 countries across the globe. We find inequality in how activity is
distributed within countries and that this inequality is a better predictor of obesity prevalence in
the population than average activity volume. Reduced activity in females contributes to a large
portion of the observed activity inequality. Aspects of the built environment, such as the
walkability of a city, are associated with a smaller gender gap in activity and lower activity
inequality. In more walkable cities, activity is greater throughout the day and throughout the
week, across age, gender, and body mass index (BMI) groups, with the greatest increases in
activity found for females. Our findings have implications for global public health policy and
urban planning and highlight the role of activity inequality and the built environment in
improving physical activity and health.
New England Journal of Medicine
July 20, 2017 Vol. 377 No. 3
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal

Original Articles

Enhanced Prophylaxis plus Antiretroviral Therapy for Advanced HIV Infection in
Africa
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J. Hakim and Others
High mortality is associated with initiation of antiretroviral therapy for HIV. In this report from
sub-Saharan Africa, enhanced prophylaxis with isoniazid, fluconazole, azithromycin, and
albendazole was associated with decreased mortality at 24 and 48 weeks.

Editorials

The Enduring Challenge of Advanced HIV Infection
N. Ford and M. Doherty
Until recently, progress in the fight against human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection was
primarily measured in terms of the number of patients who were started on antiretroviral
therapy (ART). Major efforts to increase access to ART in the low- and ...
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly
Volume 46, Issue 4, August 2017
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current

Articles

Accountability in Nonprofit Governance: A Process-Based Study
Richard Tacon, Geoff Walters, Chris Cornforth
First Published February 1, 2017; pp. 685–704

Abstract

Accountability is a crucial element of governance. Nonprofit organizations are typically
accountable to multiple stakeholders and often “do” accountability in multiple ways. But what
happens when a nonprofit organization is highly dependent on a single source of funding? This
article provides an empirical exploration of this issue. It draws on a longitudinal case study of
one nonprofit organization in the United Kingdom that is highly dependent on a single funder to
examine how accountability is constructed and enacted, with a focus on the board. It critically
examines accountability processes through direct observation of board and committee meetings
and in-depth interviews with board members. The analysis shows how board members work to
construct broader forms of accountability beyond accountability to the funder, but then struggle
to enact them. This article provides in-depth insight into the challenges that nonprofit board
members face and offers a rare example of observational research on board behavior.
Managing Dual Identities in Nonprofit Rebranding: An Exploratory Study
Zoe Lee, Humphrey Bourne
First Published April 20, 2017; pp. 794–816

Abstract

Nonprofit organizations that engage in rebranding strategies face challenges reconciling
normative (social or mission driven) and utilitarian (business driven) identities of their
organizations. This research examines the interplay between rebranding processes and dual
identities of 10 rebranded charitable organizations, in particular how these identities are
reflected in managers’ narratives and subsequently shape rebranding strategies. The study
reveals four types of rebranding strategies and the potential drivers for their adoption. Pressure
to secure resources can lead nonprofit organizations to emphasize utilitarian identities in
rebranding, and so surface hidden tensions among stakeholders reluctant to relinquish
established normative identities. In managing the process of rebranding, senior managers
engage in practices of justifying, re-visioning, and influencing to reduce emerging tensions. The
research suggests that both utilitarian and normative identity concerns need to be addressed
during the process.
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Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration
OxMo Vol. 6, No. 2
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/
[Reviewed earlier]
Pediatrics
July 2017, VOLUME 140 / ISSUE 1
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/6?current-issue=y
[Reviewed earlier]
PharmacoEconomics
Volume 35, Issue 7, July 2017
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/35/7/page/1
[Reviewed earlier]
PLOS Currents: Disasters
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
[Accessed 22 July 2017]

Review

[DIS-17-0023] The Enduring Health Challenges of Afghan Immigrants and Refugees
in Iran: A Systematic Review
July 21, 2017 ·
Introduction
Iran is the third country in the world with the highest number of registered refugees with the
majority coming from Afghanistan. They suffer major health and social risks yet their health
status has never been comprehensively determined.
Methods
This systematic review of the literature highlights major disparities among documented
immigrants in health access, communicable and non-communicable diseases and the
increasingly desperate plight of undocumented immigrants.
Results
Comparing with Iranian population, the findings suggest the higher prevalence of most diseases
among Afghan immigrants and refugees. This highlights the importance of increasing the
migrants’ access to health services from both public health as well as human rights
perspectives.
Discussion
Although the Iranian government has taken new initiatives to overcome this challenge, certain
issues have still remained unaddressed. Potential solutions to improve this process are
discussed.
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/
[Accessed 22 July 2017]
[No new digest content identified]
PLoS Medicine
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http://www.plosmedicine.org/
(Accessed 22 July 2017)
[No new digest content identified]
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases
http://www.plosntds.org/
(Accessed 22 July 2017)
[No new digest content identified]
PLoS One
http://www.plosone.org/
[Accessed 22 July 2017]

Research Article

Refugee and migrant women's engagement with sexual and reproductive health
care in Australia: A socio-ecological analysis of health care professional perspectives
Zelalem B. Mengesha, Janette Perz, Tinashe Dune, Jane Ussher
Research Article | published 20 Jul 2017 PLOS ONE
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0181421

Research Article

A novel surveillance approach for disaster mental health
Oliver Gruebner, Sarah R. Lowe, Martin Sykora, Ketan Shankardass, S. V. Subramanian, Sandro
Galea
Research Article | published 19 Jul 2017 PLOS ONE
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0181233
PLoS Pathogens
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/
[Accessed 22 July 2017]
[No new digest content identified]
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States
of America
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/
[Accessed 22 July 2017]

Biological Sciences - Anthropology - Social Sciences - Anthropology:

Genomic landscape of human diversity across Madagascar
Denis Pierron, Margit Heiske, Harilanto Razafindrazaka, Ignace Rakoto, Nelly Rabetokotany,
Bodo Ravololomanga, Lucien M.-A. Rakotozafy, Mireille Mialy Rakotomalala, Michel
Razafiarivony, Bako Rasoarifetra, Miakabola Andriamampianina Raharijesy, Lolona
Razafindralambo, Ramilisonina, Fulgence Fanony, Sendra Lejamble, Olivier Thomas, Ahmed
Mohamed Abdallah, Christophe Rocher, Amal Arachiche, Laure Tonaso, Veronica Pereda-loth,
Stéphanie Schiavinato, Nicolas Brucato, Francois-Xavier Ricaut, Pradiptajati Kusuma, Herawati
Sudoyo, Shengyu Ni, Anne Boland, Jean-Francois Deleuze, Philippe Beaujard, Philippe Grange,
Sander Adelaar, Mark Stoneking, Jean-Aimé Rakotoarisoa, Chantal Radimilahy, and Thierry
Letellier
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print July 17, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1704906114
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Significance

The origins of the Malagasy raise questions about ancient connections between continents;
moreover, because ancestors are fundamental to Malagasy society, Malagasy origins is also a
heated topic around the country, with numerous proposed hypotheses. This study provides a
comprehensive view of genomic diversity (including maternal lineages, paternal lineages, and
genome-wide data) based on a sampling of 257 villages across Madagascar. The observed
spatial patterns lead to a scenario of a recent and sex-biased admixture between Bantu and
Austronesian ancestors across the island. Moreover, we find geographical influences creating
subtle signals of genetic structure that are independent of the Bantu/Austronesian admixture,
suggesting that recent history has a role in the genomic diversity of the Malagasy.

Abstract

Although situated ∼400 km from the east coast of Africa, Madagascar exhibits cultural,
linguistic, and genetic traits from both Southeast Asia and Eastern Africa. The settlement history
remains contentious; we therefore used a grid-based approach to sample at high resolution the
genomic diversity (including maternal lineages, paternal lineages, and genome-wide data)
across 257 villages and 2,704 Malagasy individuals. We find a common Bantu and Austronesian
descent for all Malagasy individuals with a limited paternal contribution from Europe and the
Middle East. Admixture and demographic growth happened recently, suggesting a rapid
settlement of Madagascar during the last millennium. However, the distribution of African and
Asian ancestry across the island reveals that the admixture was sex biased and happened
heterogeneously across Madagascar, suggesting independent colonization of Madagascar from
Africa and Asia rather than settlement by an already admixed population. In addition, there are
geographic influences on the present genomic diversity, independent of the admixture, showing
that a few centuries is sufficient to produce detectable genetic structure in human populations.
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine
Volume 32 - Issue 3 - June 2017
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
[Reviewed earlier]
Preventive Medicine
Volume 100, Pages 1-298 (July 2017)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/100?sdc=1
[Reviewed earlier]
Proceedings of the Royal Society B
17 May 2017; volume 284, issue 1854
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/284/1854?current-issue=y
[Reviewed earlier]
Public Health Ethics
Volume 10, Issue 2 July 2017

http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
Symposium on Daniel Hausman's Valuing Health: Well-Being, Freedom and
Suffering
[Reviewed earlier]
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Public Health Reports
Volume 132, Issue 4, July/August 2017
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Qualitative Health Research
Volume 27, Issue 9, July 2017
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current

Special Issue: Indigenous Health
[Eight articles themed to indigenous health]
[Reviewed earlier]

Refugee Survey Quarterly
Volume 36, Issue 2 June 2017
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Reproductive Health
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
[Accessed 22 July 2017]
[No new digest content identified]
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health
(RPSP/PAJPH)
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101

This issue is focused on health reform In Ecuador and its implications.
[No new digest content identified]

Risk Analysis
June 2017 Volume 37, Issue 6 Pages 1039–1207
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-5/issuetoc

Special Issue: Modeling Measles and Rubella Risks, Part II
Special Series Articles

Modeling and Managing the Risks of Measles and Rubella: A Global Perspective Part
II (pages 1041–1051)
Kimberly M. Thompson
Version of Record online: 4 MAY 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/risa.12823
Development of a District-Level Programmatic Assessment Tool for Risk of Measles
Virus Transmission (pages 1052–1062)
Eugene Lam, W. William Schluter, Balcha G. Masresha, Nadia Teleb, Pamela Bravo-Alcántara,
Abigail Shefer, Dragan Jankovic, Jeffrey McFarland, Eltayeb Elfakki, Yoshihiro Takashima,
Robert T. Perry, Alya J. Dabbagh, Kaushik Banerjee, Peter M. Strebel and James L. Goodson
Version of Record online: 15 MAY 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/risa.12409
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The World Health Organization Measles Programmatic Risk Assessment Tool—Pilot
Testing in India, 2014 (pages 1063–1071)
Kapil Goel, Saroj Naithani, Dheeraj Bhatt, Ajay Khera, Umid M. Sharapov, Jennifer L. Kriss,
James L. Goodson, Kayla F. Laserson, Parul Goel, R. Mohan Kumar and L. S. Chauhan
Version of Record online: 18 APR 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/risa.12615
Development of the World Health Organization Measles Programmatic Risk
Assessment Tool Using Experience from the 2009 Measles Outbreak in Namibia
(pages 1072–1081)
Jennifer L. Kriss, Roselina J. De Wee, Eugene Lam, Reinhard Kaiser, Messeret E. Shibeshi,
Emmy-Else Ndevaetela, Clementine Muroua, Nicholaus Shapumba, Balcha G. Masresha and
James L. Goodson
Version of Record online: 19 FEB 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/risa.12544
Using the World Health Organization Measles Programmatic Risk Assessment Tool
for Monitoring of Supplemental Immunization Activities in the Philippines (pages
1082–1095)
Maria Joyce U. Ducusin, Maricel de Quiroz-Castro, Sigrun Roesel, Luzviminda C. Garcia, Dulce
Cecilio-Elfa, W. William Schluter, James L. Goodson and Eugene Lam
Version of Record online: 7 MAY 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/risa.12404
The World Health Organization Measles Programmatic Risk Assessment Tool—
Romania, 2015 (pages 1096–1107)
Jennifer L. Kriss, Aurora Stanescu, Adriana Pistol, Cassandra Butu and James L. Goodson
Version of Record online: 20 JUL 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/risa.12669
Modeling the Transmission of Measles and Rubella to Support Global Management
Policy Analyses and Eradication Investment Cases (pages 1109–1131)
Kimberly M. Thompson and Nima D. Badizadegan
Version of Record online: 31 MAY 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/risa.12831
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy
Volume 10, 2017
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
[Reviewed earlier]
Science
21 July 2017 Vol 357, Issue 6348
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl

In Depth U.S. Biomedical Research

NIH redefines clinical trials, attracting critics
Jocelyn Kaiser
A new National Institutes of Health (NIH) policy aimed at boosting the rigor and transparency
of clinical trials is triggering concerns among many behavioral scientists. They are worried that
the agency’s widening definition of clinical trials could sweep up a broad array of basic science
projects studying the human brain and behavior that do not test treatments. The clinical trials
designation would impose a raft of new requirements on work that has already passed ethics
review, such as different standards for applications submitted for funding, and a mandate to
report results on clinicaltrials.gov, a public database. Critics say that would result in wasted
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resources and public confusion. NIH officials say they are still determining which behavioral
studies will be defined as clinical trials.

In Depth

Zika rewrites maternal immunization ethics
By Jon Cohen
Science21 Jul 2017 : 241 Restricted Access

Summary

Pregnant women long have been excluded from vaccine studies because researchers are wary
of causing unintended harm to the highly vulnerable developing fetus. But a new report from a
group that represents many disciplines contends that ethics demand pregnant women be
included in the trial of experimental Zika vaccines, which are designed to protect babies from
brain damage and other maladies caused by that mosquito-borne virus. The report is careful to
point out that risk/benefit ratios must be weighed for each vaccine and each trial on a case-bycase basis—and indeed the Zika vaccine that has moved furthest in human studies rightly
excludes pregnant women, says a co-author of the report. Other experimental maternal
immunizations designed to protect babies are also being tested now, and one trial, for a
respiratory syncytial virus vaccine, includes pregnant women. A vaccine against group B
streptococcus has also moved along the development pipeline and may soon enter trials with
pregnant women, too. A second new report on maternal immunizations issued last week
explores the challenges of doing safety studies in these women and their babies.

Policy Forum

Promote scientific integrity via journal peer review data
By Carole J. Lee, David Moher
Science21 Jul 2017 : 256-257 Full Access
Publishers must invest, and manage risk

Summary

There is an increasing push by journals to ensure that data and products related to published
papers are shared as part of a cultural move to promote transparency, reproducibility, and trust
in the scientific literature. Yet few journals commit to evaluating their effectiveness in
implementing reporting standards aimed at meeting those goals (1, 2). Similarly, though the
vast majority of journals endorse peer review as an approach to ensure trust in the literature,
few make their peer review data available to evaluate effectiveness toward achieving concrete
measures of quality, including consistency and completeness in meeting reporting standards.
Remedying these apparent disconnects is critical for closing the gap between guidance
recommendations and actual reporting behavior. We see this as a collective action problem
requiring leadership and investment by publishers, who can be incentivized through
mechanisms that allow them to manage reputational risk and through continued innovation in
journal assessment.

EDITORIAL

How to govern geoengineering?
Janos Pasztor1, Cynthia Scharf2, Kai-Uwe Schmidt3

Summary

The Paris Agreement aims to limit the global temperature rise to 1.5° to 2°C above preindustrial
temperature, but achieving this goal requires much higher levels of mitigation than currently
planned. This challenge has focused greater attention on climate geoengineering approaches,
which intentionally alter Earth's climate system, as part of an overall response starting with
radical mitigation. Yet it remains unclear how to govern research on, and potential deployment
of, geoengineering technologies.
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Research Articles

Cash for carbon: A randomized trial of payments for ecosystem services to reduce
deforestation
By Seema Jayachandran, Joost de Laat, Eric F. Lambin, Charlotte Y. Stanton, Robin Audy,
Nancy E. Thomas
Science21 Jul 2017 : 267-273 Full Access

Satellite-based observation of Ugandan forests documents the effectiveness of paying owners
to not cut down their trees.
Editor’s Summary

Ecosystem protection payments pay off
Trees take up a lot of CO2, so one approach to reducing the rate of increase in atmospheric
CO2 levels is to reduce the cutting down of trees. Jayachandran et al. evaluated a program in
which forest owners in Uganda were paid to not cut down their trees. Encouragingly, payments
did reduce deforestation, and owners did not compensate by cutting down trees in neighboring
forests. Furthermore, even in a scenario where cutting resumed after payments ceased, the
beneficial delay in CO2 release from cut trees, as quantified by the social cost of carbon,
outweighed the monetary cost.

Abstract

We evaluated a program of payments for ecosystem services in Uganda that offered forestowning households annual payments of 70,000 Ugandan shillings per hectare if they conserved
their forest. The program was implemented as a randomized controlled trial in 121 villages, 60
of which received the program for 2 years. The primary outcome was the change in land area
covered by trees, measured by classifying high-resolution satellite imagery. We found that tree
cover declined by 4.2% during the study period in treatment villages, compared to 9.1% in
control villages. We found no evidence that enrollees shifted their deforestation to nearby land.
We valued the delayed carbon dioxide emissions and found that this program benefit is 2.4
times as large as the program costs.
Social Science & Medicine
Volume 180, Pages 1-196 (May 2017)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/180
[Reviewed earlier]
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
[accessed 22 July 2017]

Research Article

Reimagining SSR in Contexts of Security Pluralism
Megan Price, Michael Warren
19 Jul 2017

Research Article

Engaging Non-State Security Providers: Whither the Rule of Law?
Timothy Donais
19 Jul 2017
Stanford Social Innovation Review
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch :: Journal Watch

Spring 2017 Volume 15, Number 2
https://ssir.org/issue/spring_2017
All too often people use intuition, along with trial and error, to devise social programs. But we
now have a large and growing body of knowledge about how people interact with their
environment and with each other. The cover story in the spring 2017 issue of Stanford Social
Innovation Review, “The New Science of Designing for Humans,” discusses how the social
sector can draw on behavioral science to design more effective programs.
Sustainability
Volume 9, Issue 6 (June 2017)
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/6

Article

Yield and Milk Composition at Different Stages of Lactation from a Small Herd of
Nguni, Boer, and Non-Descript Goats Raised in an Extensive Production System
by Emrobowansan M. Idamokoro, Voster Muchenje and Patrick J. Masika
Sustainability 2017, 9(6), 1000; doi:10.3390/su9061000
Received: 4 April 2017 / Revised: 21 May 2017 / Accepted: 7 June 2017 / Published: 9 June
2017
This study was conducted to evaluate the yield and composition of milk from 30 indigenous
South African goats of different genotypes, namely Nguni, Boer, and non-descript, reared under
a free-ranging system. Milk yield and composition (milk fat, protein, lactose, solid non-fat, and
minerals)

Article

Residents’ Attitude toward Aboriginal Cultural Tourism Development: An
Integration of Two Theories
by Chi-Ming Hsieh, Bi-Kun Tsai and Han-Shen Chen
Sustainability 2017, 9(6), 903; doi:10.3390/su9060903
Received: 5 May 2017 / Revised: 22 May 2017 / Accepted: 23 May 2017 / Published: 27 May
2017

Abstract

Understanding residents’ attitudes is critical for successfully developing cultural tourism in
aboriginal protected areas. This study developed an integration model combining two theories
to identify the key determinants of indigenous residents’ attitudes toward cultural tourism
development. Social exchange theory stresses the impact of the benefits derived from tourism
on indigenous residents’ attitudes toward tourism development. Social capital theory embeds
clear rationales for strengthening the internalization process of the formation of residents’
shared values and understanding, enabling them to trust each other and thus support tourism
development. The present study was conducted within two indigenous communities in Eastern
Taiwan. The results revealed that cultural tourism benefits and structural and relational capital
effectively predict indigenous residents’ attitudes toward tourism development; structural capital
plays a critical mediating role in the relationship between tourism benefits and residents’
attitudes. The managerial implications provide recommendations for aboriginal community
developers or practical sectors to avoid problems or costs caused by tourism development when
promoting cultural tourism activities within indigenous communities

Article

Firms’ Board Independence and Corporate Social Performance: A Meta-Analysis
by Eduardo Ortas, Igor Álvarez and Eugenio Zubeltzu
Sustainability 2017, 9(6), 1006; doi:10.3390/su9061006
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Received: 28 February 2017 / Revised: 27 April 2017 / Accepted: 5 June 2017 / Published: 10
June 2017

Abstract

This paper investigates the influence of organizations’ board independence on corporate social
performance (CSP) using a meta-analytic approach. A sample of 87 published papers is used to
identify a set of underlying moderating effects in that relationship. Specifically, differences in
the system of corporate governance, CSP measurement models and market conditions have
been considered as moderating variables. The results show that the independence of a
company’s board positively influences CSP. This is because companies with more independent
directors in their boards are more likely to commit to stakeholder engagement, environmental
preservation and community well-being. Interestingly, the results also show that the positive
connection between board independence and CSP is stronger in civil law countries and when
CSP is measured by self-reporting data. Finally, the strength of the influence of the
independence of a firm’s board on CSP varies significantly in different market conditions. The
paper concludes by presenting the main implications for academics, practitioners and policy
makers
Torture Journal
Volume 27 - Issue No. 1
http://www.irct.org/publications/torture-journal/128
[Reviewed earlier]
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse
Volume 18, Issue 3, July 2017
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current
[Reviewed earlier]
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases
May-June, 2017 Volume 17
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/
[Reviewed earlier]
Tropical Medicine & International Health
July 2017 Volume 22, Issue 7 Pages 783–916
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-7/issuetoc
[Reviewed earlier]
UN Chronicle
Volume LIV Nos. 1 & 2 2017
http://unchronicle.un.org/
May 2017
Our Ocean, Our World
Under the theme “Our Ocean, Our World”, this special double issue of the UN Chronicle
explores many of the problems facing the marine ecosystem, with articles by experts and
eminent personalities actively engaged in finding solutions. The issue was planned in support of
the Ocean Conference (New York, 5-9 June 2017) and Sustainable Development Goal 14:
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Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development.
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies

An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care
Volume 12, Issue 3, 2017
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current
[Reviewed earlier]

World Heritage Review
n°84 - July 2017
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/83/
Special Issue - World Heritage in Poland
This year, the World Heritage Committee will meet for its 41st session in the World Heritage
site of the Historic Centre of Kraków. We are very pleased to be hosted by Poland, an early
supporter of the World Heritage Convention whose experts even participated in the drafting of
the Convention itself. Poland’s heritage sites represent many aspects of World Heritage: a
diversity of values, a rich history, and transboundary cooperation, among others.
In this issue, we will discover an overview of the architectural landscape of Poland, as well as
the evolution of the protection of heritage in the country, from the early interest in preserving
heritage to the rise of the community movement for protecting sites in the 19th century, and
involvement of Polish experts in various international efforts such the drafting of the Venice
Charter, and the formation of ICOMOS and of the International Committee of the Blue Shield
(ICBS)…
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