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:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Human Rights Council 
 
35th session of the Human Rights Council (6-23 June 2017) 
 
Opening Statement by Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights  
6 Jun 2017 
Text: “Denial of access and lack of cooperation with UN bodies will not diminish scrutiny of a 
State's human rights record” 
Video: 32:09 (English) 
 
:::::::  
 
Human Rights Council – U.S. Perspectives  
 
Editor’s Note: 
We continue to monitor how the U.S. freshly positions its role, support and agenda with regard 
to the UN and its agencies/organizations. Below, we provide the full text of two addresses by 
Ambassador Nikki Haley with regard to the Human Rights Council. 
 
Human Rights Council - USA - 1st Meeting, 35th Regular Session  
6 Jun 2017 – [Video: 04:00] 
Visit of H.E. Ms. Nikki Haley, Member of the President’s Cabinet and Permanent Representative 
of the United States of America to the United Nations 
 
Remarks at the United Nations Human Rights Council  
Ambassador Nikki Haley 
U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
U.S. Mission to the United Nations 
Geneva, Switzerland 
June 6, 2017 
AS DELIVERED [Editor’s text bolding] 
 
Good afternoon. President Maza, thank you for allowing me to address this session. Before we 
get started, we would like to give certainly our condolences to our brothers and sisters in 
London for the tragedies they’ve experienced over the last month. The United States stands 
strong and firm with our friends in the fight against these cowardly acts that continue to 
happen. 
 
I am grateful for the opportunity to speak in front of this body on an issue that we believe is 
very important — respect for human rights. As you know, the United States is looking 
carefully at this Council and our participation in it. We see some areas for significant 
strengthening, and later today, I will be speaking at the Geneva Graduate Institute 
and proposing ideas to make the Human Rights Council more effective, more 
accountable, and more responsive. 
 
This morning, though, I want to underscore our strong conviction to the protection 
and promotion of human rights. Additionally, I want to highlight that respect for 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session35/Pages/35RegularSession.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21687&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21687&LangID=E
http://webtv.un.org/search/zeid-ra%E2%80%99ad-al-hussein-item2-update-1st-meeting-35th-regular-session-human-rights-council/5460843125001?term=human%20rights%20council&languages=&sort=date
USA%20-%201st%20Meeting,%2035th%20Regular%20Session%20Human%20Rights%20Council
https://usun.state.gov/remarks/7825
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human rights is deeply intertwined with peace and security, and that human rights 
violations and abuses often serve as triggers for instability and conflict. 
 
While this body is dedicated to human rights, all UN bodies – including the UN Security Council 
– should be working to address human rights violations and abuses as part of its work. 
 
In this session of the Council, it is crucial to adopt the strongest possible resolutions on the 
critical human rights situations in Syria, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eritrea, Belarus, 
and Ukraine, and that it follow up to prevent further human rights violations and abuses in 
those countries. 
 
Human Rights Council resolutions can give hope to people who are fighting for justice, 
democracy, and human rights, and they can pave the way for accountability. 
 
I urge all members to support the participation of civil society in the Human Rights 
Council without reprisals. The United States will continue to speak up loudly in 
support of civil society participation. 
 
Civil society has also helped advance the equal rights of women, an important theme of this 
session. Based on my own experience, I know that when women can exercise their voices at 
the highest ranks in business and in government, we all benefit and prosper. 
 
There is no room here for cultural relativism. This Human Rights Council must adopt 
strong resolutions condemning violence and discrimination against women and it must take a 
decisive action to eliminate trafficking. 
 
I’m proud that the United States is hosting a side-event on the rapidly deteriorating 
human rights situation in Venezuela today. I’ll be there – and I hope you’ll be with me – 
to hear first-hand about the serious human rights violations there. 
 
The Council must address this issue. If Venezuela cannot, it should voluntarily step down from 
its seat on the Human Rights Council until it can get its own house in order. Being a member of 
this Council is a privilege, and no country who is a human rights violator should be allowed a 
seat at the table. 
 
Finally, it’s hard to accept that this Council has never considered a resolution on Venezuela, and 
yet it adopted five biased resolutions in March against a single country, Israel. It is essential 
that this Council address its chronic anti-Israel bias, if it is to have any credibility. 
 
Thank you again, and I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible this afternoon at the 
Graduate Institute. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Remarks at the Graduate Institute of Geneva on “A Place for Conscience: the Future 
of the United States in the Human Rights Council” 
Ambassador Nikki Haley 
U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
U.S. Mission to the United Nations 
Geneva, Switzerland 

https://usun.state.gov/remarks/7828
https://usun.state.gov/remarks/7828
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June 6, 2017 
AS DELIVERED 
 
I’d like to thank the Graduate Institute and for everyone that came today. Before we get 
started, I think it’s important that we remember the senseless lives that were lost in London. 
The United States stands strongly with London with these careless acts and we are committed 
to helping fight terrorism as it continues to go forward. 
 
The first chairman of the United Nations organization dedicated entirely to human rights was a 
chairwoman. 
 
Eleanor Roosevelt was elected to head the Human Rights Commission when it first met in 
January, 1947. She was a natural choice. Mrs. Roosevelt was already well known for her 
heartfelt advocacy for universal human rights. 
 
She was a woman of deep faith. Her nightly prayer asked God to quote, “make us sure of the 
good we cannot see, and of the hidden good in the world.” Eleanor Roosevelt was an idealist. 
But she was no pushover. 
 
The first item on the Commission’s agenda was drafting the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. During the debate, the United States and the Soviet Union clashed repeatedly in some 
of the opening skirmishes of the Cold War. 
 
The Soviet delegate taunted Mrs. Roosevelt: How could the United States call itself a champion 
of human rights when African Americans were still discriminated against? To which Mrs. 
Roosevelt acknowledged that yes, the United States still had problems, and progress was being 
made. 
 
And then she proposed a deal that quieted the Soviet delegate: She said the Soviets could send 
a delegation to observe the United States – if the United States could do the same to the Soviet 
Union. 
 
Of course, the Soviets never did and never would give free reign to a U.S. delegation. She was 
making a point. She was calling out a fellow commission member for using human rights as a 
cover for its political agenda. 
 
Mrs. Roosevelt’s vision of the Human Rights Commission was bigger than any one country. She 
saw the Commission as a place for conscience, not politics. She knew that if it was allowed to 
become a forum for hypocrisy and political point-scoring, it would do more to hurt the cause of 
human rights than to help it. 
 
My country has a unique beginning, founded on human rights, holding self-evident the truth 
that all men are created equal with rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Of course 
America did not invent these rights – God did. Simply by our birth, human beings are endowed 
by our Creator with certain inalienable rights. These rights belong to all of us. They are not the 
gift of any government. They cannot legitimately be taken away by any government. 
 
The American idea is that government exists to serve the people, not the other way around. 
Government should secure our rights, not violate them. 
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We continue striving to achieve this principle through self-government, using elections and the 
rule of law to hold our leaders accountable. The inherent dignity of the individual is not secured 
by words but by actions. This is the standard by which we judge ourselves as a nation – and by 
which we invite others to judge us as well. 
 
It is this commitment to the equal worth of all human beings that leads the United States to 
support universal human rights. And of course we are not alone. There are many other nations, 
both on the Council and off, that affirm universal human rights and act to protect and extend 
them. 
 
When the Human Rights Council has acted with clarity and integrity, it has advanced the cause 
of human rights. It has brought the names of prisoners of conscience to international 
prominence and given voice to the voiceless. 
 
At times, the Council has placed a spotlight on individual country violators and spurred action, 
including convening emergency sessions to address the war crimes being committed by the 
Assad regime in Syria. The Council’s Commission of Inquiry on North Korea led to the Security 
Council action on human rights abuses there. 
 
The Council is at its best when it is calling out human rights violators and abuses, 
and provoking positive action. It changes lives. It pushes back against the tide of 
cynicism that is building in our world. And it reassures us that it deserves our 
continued investment of time and treasure. 
 
But there is a truth that must be acknowledged by anyone who cares about human 
rights: When the Council fails to act properly – when it fails to act at all – it 
undermines its own credibility and the cause of human rights. It leaves the most 
vulnerable to suffer and die. It fuels the cynical belief that countries cannot put 
aside self-interest and cooperate on behalf of human dignity. It re-enforces our 
growing suspicion that the Human Rights Council is not a good investment of our 
time, money, and national prestige. 
 
Tragically, we’ve been down this road before. 
 
In 2005, then-Secretary-General Kofi Annan disbanded the precursor to the Human Rights 
Council, the Human Rights Commission. He blamed what he called its “credibility deficit.” The 
description was well-earned. 
 
Many of the world’s worst human rights offenders were elected to the seats on the Commission. 
They used those positions, not to advance human rights, but to shield themselves from criticism 
or to criticize others. 
 
In short, the Commission had lost the world’s trust. It had stained and setback the cause of 
human rights. 
 
These problems were supposed to have been fixed when the new Council was formed. Sadly, 
the case against the Human Rights Council today looks an awful lot like the case 
against the discredited Human Rights Commission over a decade ago. 
 
Once again, over half the current member countries fail to meet basic human rights 
standards as measured by Freedom House. 
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Countries like Venezuela, Cuba, China, Burundi, and Saudi Arabia occupy positions that obligate 
them to, in the words of the resolution that created the Human Rights Council, “uphold the 
highest standards” of human rights. They clearly do not uphold those highest standards. 
 
And once again, as with the disgraced and disbanded Human Rights Commission, the victims of 
the world’s most egregious human rights violations are too often ignored by the very 
organization that is supposed to protect them. 
 
In Venezuela, the government has systematically destroyed civil society through arbitrary 
detention, torture, and blatant violations of freedom of the press and freedom of expression. 
Children are starving to death. Mothers dig through trash cans to feed their families. This is a 
crisis that has been 18 years in the making. The Venezuelan people have been robbed of their 
human rights. 
 
And yet, not once has the Human Rights Council seen fit to condemn Venezuela. Quite the 
contrary – the Council chose to showcase Venezuela’s work while protestors were being beaten 
in the streets. Just two years ago, President Maduro was invited to address the Council, just 
weeks after Venezuela was re-elected as a member. 
 
In Cuba, the government continues to arrest and detain critics and human rights advocates.  
The government strictly controls the media and severely restricts the Cuban people’s access to 
the internet. Political prisoners by the thousands continue to sit in Cuban jails. Yet Cuba has 
never been condemned by the Human Rights Council. It, too, is a member country. 
 
In fact, Cuba uses its membership in the Council as proof that it is a supporter of human rights, 
instead of a violator that it is. The Cuban deputy foreign minister called Cuba’s 2016 re-election 
to the Human Rights Council, “irrefutable evidence of Cuba’s historic prestige in the promotion 
and protection of all human rights for Cubans.” 
 
This is a reversal of the truth that would make George Orwell blush. 
 
The list goes on. 
 
In 2014, Russia invaded Ukraine and took over Crimea. This illegal occupation resulted in 
thousands of civilian deaths and injuries as well as arbitrary detentions. No special meeting of 
the Human Rights Council was called, and the abuses continue to mount. 
 
Robert Mugabe continues his decades-long campaign of repression in Zimbabwe. Nothing from 
Geneva. Instead, human rights violators Iran, Venezuela, and North Korea, took advantage of a 
Council review to commend Mugabe’s so-called “promotion and protection of human rights.” 
 
The Human Rights Council has been given a great responsibility. It has been 
charged with using the moral power of universal human rights to be the world’s 
advocate for the most vulnerable among us. Judged by this basic standard, the 
Human Rights Council has failed. 
 
In case after case, it has been a forum for politics, hypocrisy, and evasion – not the 
forum for conscience that its founders envisioned. It has become a place for political 
manipulation, rather than the promotion of universal values. Those who cannot 
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defend themselves turn to this Council for hope but are too often disappointed by 
inaction. 
 
Once again, the world’s foremost human rights body has tarnished the cause of 
human rights. The United Nations must now act to reclaim the legitimacy of 
universal human dignity. 
 
For all of us, this is an urgent ask. Human rights are central to the mission of the United 
Nations. Not only are they the right thing to do, they’re the smart thing to do. 
 
I dedicated the U.S. presidency of the Security Council in April to making the connection 
between human rights and peace and security. 
 
This is a cause that is bigger than any one organization. If the Human Rights Council is going to 
be an organization we entrust to protect and promote human rights, it must change. If it fails to 
change, then we must pursue the advancement of human rights outside of the Council. 
 
America does not seek to leave the Human Rights Council. We seek to reestablish the Council’s 
legitimacy. 
 
There are a couple of critically necessary changes. 
 
First, the UN must act to keep the worst human rights abusers from obtaining seats 
on the Council. As it stands, elections for membership to the Council are over before the 
voting even begins. Regional blocs nominate slates of pre-determined candidates that never 
face any competition for votes. 
 
No competition means no scrutiny of candidates’ human rights records. We must change the 
elections so countries are forced to make the case for membership based on their records, not 
on their promises. 
 
Selection of members must occur out in the open for all to see. The secret ballot must be 
replaced with open voting. Countries that are willing to support human rights violators to serve 
on the Human Rights Council must be willing to show their faces. They know who they are. It’s 
time for the world to know who they are. 
 
Second, the Council’s Agenda Item Seven must be removed. This, of course, is the 
scandalous provision that singles out Israel for automatic criticism. There is no legitimate 
human rights reason for this agenda item to exist. It is the central flaw that turns the Human 
Rights Council from an organization that can be a force for universal good, into an organization 
that is overwhelmed by a political agenda. 
 
Since its creation, the Council has passed more than 70 resolutions targeting Israel. It has 
passed just seven on Iran. This relentless, pathological campaign against a country that actually 
has a strong human rights record makes a mockery not of Israel, but of the Council itself. 
The Council’s effort to create a database designed to shame companies for doing business in 
Israeli controlled areas is just the latest in this long line of shameful actions. 
 
Blacklisting companies without even looking at their employment practices or their contributions 
to local empowerment, but rather based entirely on their location in areas of conflict is contrary 
to the laws of international trade and to any reasonable definition of human rights. It is an 
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attempt to provide an international stamp of approval to the anti-Semitic BDS movement. It 
must be rejected. 
 
Getting rid of Agenda Item Seven would not give Israel preferential treatment. Claims against 
Israel could still be brought under Agenda Item Four, just as claims can be brought there 
against any other country. Rather, removal of Item Seven would put all countries on equal 
footing. 
 
The Council is no more justified in having a separate agenda item on Israel than it is on having 
one for the United States, or Canada, or France, or the United Kingdom. More appropriate 
would be to have an agenda item on North Korea, Iran, and Syria, the world’s leading violators 
of human rights. 
 
These changes are the minimum necessary to resuscitate the Council as a respected 
advocate of universal human rights. 
 
For our part, the United States will not sit quietly while this body, supposedly dedicated to 
human rights, continues to damage the cause of human rights. 
 
In the end, no speech and no structural reforms will save the members of the Human Rights 
Council from themselves. If they continue to put politics ahead of human rights, they will 
continue to damage the cause that they supposedly serve. 
 
All those years ago, Mrs. Roosevelt understood this. She was engaged in building an institution 
to bring the nations of the world together to protect the most vulnerable. But she knew the 
good she was seeking would not come from that institution, but from the hearts of men and 
women who would work in it. Every night, she prayed: “Save us from ourselves and show us a 
vision of a world made new.” 
 
I believe that vision is still achievable. I believe we can come together. I know there are many 
who share the belief. 
 
The status quo is not acceptable. It is not a place for countries who champion 
human rights. I call on all likeminded countries to join in making the Human Rights 
Council reach its intended purpose. 
 
Let the world be on notice: We will never give up the cause of universal human 
rights. Whether it’s here, or in other venues, we will continue this fight. 
 
Thank you. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Sustainable Development – EU Strategy 
 
EU presents its strategy for more resilient states and societies around the world 
Brussels, 7 June 2017 
The European Union presented today its new strategy for resilience building, aiming to move 
from crisis containment to a more structural and long-term approach to global challenges. It 
puts a particular emphasis on anticipation, prevention and preparedness. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-1554_en.htm


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
The European Commission and the High Representative/Vice President Federica Mogherini 
presented today how the European Union aims to support states, societies, communities and 
individuals in adapting to growing and increasingly long-term pressures. This is one the 
priorities guiding the EU's external action as presented by the EU Global Strategy. 
 
The European Union's unique contribution to stability in the Sahel region is a good example of 
this resilience approach: European humanitarian aid helps to manage the immediate crisis of 
displaced people, while our development cooperation tackles the longer-term root causes of 
poverty, by supporting complementary actions for job creation, access to education, 
governance, health and climate mitigation. In addition, the EU is a security provider to the 
region. The HR/VP just announced €50 million of support to the G5 Sahel Joint force, with the 
aim to fight terrorism and enhance cross-border cooperation. All of these actions support the 
resilience of the region. 
 
Handling disruptive pressures and shocks has become the new normal across the world. It is 
beyond the power of any individual state to confront today's demographic, climate change, 
environmental or migratory challenges, as well as the unpredictable consequences of economic 
shocks, conflict and violent extremism. 
 
High Representative/Vice President Federica Mogherini said: "One fourth of the world's 
population lives in fragile States or societies. We want to prevent these fragile situations from 
turning into new wars, new humanitarian catastrophes, or new refugee crises. This is what we 
call resilience. This Communication will help us coordinate an impressive set of different tools, 
that only the European Union can mobilise: from humanitarian aid to incentives for private 
investments, from climate action to military missions. It is a forward-looking, truly integrated 
approach - the only one that can work, in the complex world of today. It is the European way to 
peace, security and human development". 
 
There is a pressing need to move away from crisis containment to a more structural 
and long-term approach to vulnerabilities. The strategy puts a strong emphasis on 
anticipation, prevention and preparedness, aiming to work along three linked lines: 
   :: Expanded assistance for partner countries' resilience – The EU will continue to 
support domestic efforts of partner countries to become more resilient, with the help of 
broadened political, development and humanitarian support. This includes strengthening 
inclusive and participatory societies, alleviating long-lasting crises or preventing violent conflict. 
It will also take into account the vulnerabilities and needs of forcibly displaced people, while 
also recognising the positive contribution of migrants to inclusive growth and sustainable 
development. 
  :: Policy dialogue and bilateral initiatives: The EU can draw upon significant experience 
of addressing complex domestic policy challenges and enhancing resilience. Examples of this 
include its work on energy security, climate adaptation, economic and social policy or 
addressing global health risks. Having invested heavily in research on resilience, the European 
Union is ready to share these insights with its international partners. 
   :: Resilience and the security of the Union : Internal and external security dimensions of 
EU policy have to be closely integrated, in order to strengthen our response to hybrid threats, 
cyber-security, the security of critical infrastructure, terrorism and violent extremism. The 
European Union proposes to strengthen work on countering external disinformation strategies, 
as well as to further develop cooperation with NATO and the OSCE. In line with these priorities, 
the EU has for example stepped up its funding to €300 million for projects aimed at preventing 
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and countering violent extremism and has deployed counter-terrorism experts in a number of 
key countries. 
 
The European Union and its Member States are subject to many of the same pressures, which 
also challenge the resilience of its external partners and expose their vulnerabilities. European 
external policy has a strong role to play also in ensuring the resilience within the borders of the 
EU. This comes at a time when the Union has a greater responsibility than ever before to 
contribute to the security of its citizens. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship – Global Marine Protected Areas 

 

Global marine protected area target of 10% to be achieved by 2020  
- The total area covered by Marine Protected Areas globally has increased nearly twenty-fold 
since 1993 and has more than doubled since 2010  
- The 10% targets agreed under both the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and 
Sustainable Development Goal 14 are on track to be met by the 2020 target date  
- Ongoing efforts are needed to to ensure effective and equitable management, and to protect 
a wider variety of species and ecosystems  
 
5 June 2017 – With recent commitments made by governments around the globe, the world is 
on track to protect over 10% of the globe’s marine areas by 2020, announced Dr. Cristiana 
Pașca Palmer, the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity.  
 
This target was agreed by Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in 2010, and was 
also adopted by Member States of the United Nations as part of Sustainable Development Goal 
14.  
 
Since 1993, when the Convention on Biological Diversity entered into force, the area of marine 
protected areas in the world’s ocean and coastal waters has increased nearly twenty-fold, from 
0.3% to 5.7% today. Since the adoption, in 2010, of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity and the 
Aichi Biodiversity targets, the area of marine protected areas has more than doubled, from 2.4 
to 5.7 %.  
 
With commitments made as of today by a number of Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, an additional 4.4% percent of marine area will be covered by Marine Protected Areas 
by 2020.  
 
These national commitments include: increases in protected areas expected from projects 
already funded; national priority actions identified by countries under their plans submitted to 
the Convention; and voluntary commitments announced in advance of the Oceans Conference. 
Three quarters of these new commitments have been made with implementation plans giving 
confidence that they will be carried out.  
 
Focussing only on areas under national jurisdiction, 14.4% are currently protected; this is 
projected to rise to over 23% by 2020.  
 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2017/pr-2017-06-05-mpa-pub-en.pdf


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

“The world is making tremendous progress in reaching this target for protected areas in our 
oceans, and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 has been a catalyzing force” said Dr. 
Cristiana Pașca Palmer.  
 
“However,” she continued, “we still need to increase efforts”. “We need to ensure that the 
growing network of Marine Protected Areas is representative of the different ocean ecosystems. 
We also need to ensure that marine protected areas are managed effectively and fairly.”  
 
“As we mark World Environment Day, these concrete steps towards protecting more of the 
world's marine areas is another cause for celebration. Our planet's biodiversity is critical for 
humanity, and all countries must redouble their efforts to reach our common objectives," said 
Erik Solheim, Head of UN Environment.  
 
Marine Protected Areas contribute substantial social, economic and environmental benefits to 
society. They provide food security and livelihood security for some 300 million people, help 
mitigation and adaption to climate change and contribute to coastal protection and disaster risk 
reduction. Rates of return on investment in marine protected areas are very high. Recognizing 
the link between protected areas and human benefits, the Convention’s Programme of Work on 
Protected Areas and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 takes an inclusive, people-
centred approach to management.  
 
The Convention on Biological Diversity is the key international legal instrument for protected 
areas, supporting and fostering national and multilateral efforts in a comprehensive manner 
that contribute to achievement of the Sustainable Development Agenda. The date for 
achievement of the targets for protected areas coincides with the end of the United Nations 
Decade on Biodiversity. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Launch of the Lancet Series on Health in Humanitarian Crises 
Friday ,9 June 2017 
John Snow Lecture Theatre, LSHTM, Keppel Street, London 
[Video: 03:06:40: https://panopto.lshtm.ac.uk/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=c5688f6d-4396-
491a-96a3-925391c0ae8d] 
 
Lancet Series on Health in Humanitarian Crises 
June 8, 2017 – Online First  
Comment 
Research ethics and evidence for humanitarian health 
Dónal O'Mathúna, Chesmal Siriwardhana 
Summary 
People affected by humanitarian crises deserve responses that promote health, respect dignity, 
and uphold rights. In this Lancet Series on health in humanitarian crises, Karl Blanchet and 
colleagues1 highlight substantial deficiencies in the evidence available to guide humanitarian 
responses. Their call for additional research echoes similar appeals.2 In the second Series 
paper, Francesco Checchi and colleagues3 argue for improved methods in such research, 
highlighting the need for better information systems. 
 

https://panopto.lshtm.ac.uk/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=c5688f6d-4396-491a-96a3-925391c0ae8d
https://panopto.lshtm.ac.uk/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=c5688f6d-4396-491a-96a3-925391c0ae8d
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2931276-X/fulltext
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Series 
Evidence on public health interventions in humanitarian crises 
Karl Blanchet, Anita Ramesh, Severine Frison, Emily Warren, Mazeda Hossain, James Smith, 
Abigail Knight, Nathan Post, Christopher Lewis, Aniek Woodward, Maysoon Dahab, Alexander 
Ruby, Vera Sistenich, Sara Pantuliano, Bayard Roberts 
Summary 
Recognition of the need for evidence-based interventions to help to improve the effectiveness 
and efficiency of humanitarian responses has been increasing. However, little is known about 
the breadth and quality of evidence on health interventions in humanitarian crises. We describe 
the findings of a systematic review with the aim of examining the quantity and quality of 
evidence on public health interventions in humanitarian crises to identify key research gaps. We 
identified 345 studies published between 1980 and 2014 that met our inclusion criteria. The 
quantity of evidence varied substantially by health topic, from communicable diseases (n=131), 
nutrition (n=77), to non-communicable diseases (n=8), and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
(n=6). We observed common study design and weaknesses in the methods, which substantially 
reduced the ability to determine causation and attribution of the interventions. Considering the 
major increase in health-related humanitarian activities in the past three decades and calls for a 
stronger evidence base, this paper highlights the limited quantity and quality of health 
intervention research in humanitarian contexts and supports calls to scale up this research. 
 
Series 
Public health information in crisis-affected populations: a review of methods and 
their use for advocacy and action 
Francesco Checchi, Abdihamid Warsame, Victoria Treacy-Wong, Jonathan Polonsky, Mark van 
Ommeren, Claudine Prudhon 
Summary 
Valid and timely information about various domains of public health underpins the effectiveness 
of humanitarian public health interventions in crises. However, obstacles including insecurity, 
insufficient resources and skills for data collection and analysis, and absence of validated 
methods combine to hamper the quantity and quality of public health information available to 
humanitarian responders. This paper, the second in a Series of four papers, reviews available 
methods to collect public health data pertaining to different domains of health and health 
services in crisis settings, including population size and composition, exposure to armed attacks, 
sexual and gender-based violence, food security and feeding practices, nutritional status, 
physical and mental health outcomes, public health service availability, coverage and 
effectiveness, and mortality. The paper also quantifies the availability of a minimal essential set 
of information in large armed conflict and natural disaster crises since 2010: we show that 
information was available and timely only in a small minority of cases. On the basis of this 
observation, we propose an agenda for methodological research and steps required to improve 
on the current use of available methods. This proposition includes setting up a dedicated 
interagency service for public health information and epidemiology in crises. 
 
Comment 
Improving evidence for health in humanitarian crises 
Udani Samarasekera, Richard Horton 
Summary 
Afghanistan, Central African Republic, DR Congo, Iraq, Libya, Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan, 
Syria, and Yemen— ten countries identified as having the highest humanitarian needs at the 
end of 2016 and likely to face worsening situations in 2017.1 Violent conflict and ensuing 
internal and external population displacement are hallmarks of most of these crises. Worldwide, 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2816%2930768-1/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2930702-X/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2930702-X/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2931353-3/fulltex
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an estimated 172 million people are affected by armed conflict.2 In addition to these man-made 
crises, 175 million people are affected by natural disasters each year. 
 
Articles 
Attacks against health care in Syria, 2015–16: results from a real-time reporting 
tool 
Mohamed Elamein, Hilary Bower, Camilo Valderrama, Daher Zedan, Hazem Rihawi, Khaled 
Almilaji, Mohammed Abdelhafeez, Nabil Tabbal, Naser Almhawish, Sophie Maes, Alaa AbouZeid 
Summary 
Background 
Collecting credible data on violence against health services, health workers, and patients in war 
zones is a massive challenge, but crucial to understanding the extent to which international 
humanitarian law is being breached. We describe a new system used mainly in areas of Syria 
with a substantial presence of armed opposition groups since November, 2015, to detect and 
verify attacks on health-care services and describe their effect. 
Methods 
All Turkey health cluster organisations with a physical presence in Syria, either through 
deployed and locally employed staff, were asked to participate in the Monitoring Violence 
against Health Care (MVH) alert network. The Turkey hub of the health cluster, a UN-activated 
humanitarian health coordination body, received alerts from health cluster partners via 
WhatsApp and an anonymised online data-entry tool. Field staff were asked to seek further 
information by interviewing victims and other witnesses when possible. The MVH data team 
triangulated alerts to identify individual events and distributed a preliminary flash update of key 
information (location, type of service, modality of attack, deaths, and casualties) to partners, 
WHO, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, and donors. The team 
also received and entered alerts from several large non-health cluster organisations (known as 
external partners, who do their own information-gathering and verification processes before 
sharing their information). Each incident was then assessed in a stringent process of 
information-matching. Attacks were deemed to be verified if they were reported by a minimum 
of one health cluster partner and one external partner, and the majority of the key datapoints 
matched. Alerts that did not meet this standard were deemed to be unverified. Results were 
tabulated to describe attack occurrence and impact, disaggregated where possible by age, sex, 
and location. 
Findings 
Between early November, 2015, and Dec 31 2016, 938 people were directly harmed in 402 
incidents of violence against health care: 677 (72%) were wounded and 261 (28%) were killed. 
Most of the dead were adult males (68%), but the highest case fatality (39%) was seen in 
children aged younger than 5 years. 24% of attack victims were health workers. Around 44% of 
hospitals and 5% of all primary care clinics in mainly areas with a substantial presence of armed 
opposition groups experienced attacks. Aerial bombardment was the main form of attack. A 
third of health-care services were hit more than once. Services providing trauma care were 
attacked more than other services. 
Interpretation 
The data system used in this study addressed double-counting, reduced the effect of potentially 
biased self-reports, and produced credible data from anonymous information. The MVH tool 
could be feasibly deployed in many conflict areas. Reliable data are essential to show how far 
warring parties have strayed from international law protecting health care in conflict and to 
effectively harness legal mechanisms to discourage future perpetrators. 
Funding 
None. 
 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2931328-4/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2931328-4/fulltext
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Series 
Recurrent failings of medical humanitarianism: intractable, ignored, or just 
exaggerated? 
Sandro Colombo, Enrico Pavignani 
Summary 
Humanitarian health workers operate in dangerous and uncertain contexts, in which mistakes 
and failures are common, often have severe consequences, and are regularly repeated, despite 
being documented by many reviews. This Series paper aims to discuss the failures of medical 
humanitarianism. We describe why some of these recurrent failings, which are often not 
identified until much later, seem intractable: they are so entrenched in humanitarian action that 
they cannot be addressed by simple technical fixes. We argue that relief health-care 
interventions should be contextualised. Perhaps medical humanitarianism deserves a better 
reputation than the one at times tarnished by unfair criticism, resulting from inapplicable 
guiding principles and unrealistic expectations. The present situation is not conducive to radical 
reforms of humanitarian medicine; complex crises multiply and no political, diplomatic, or 
military solutions are in sight. Relief agencies have to compete for financial resources that do 
not increase at the same pace as health needs. Avoiding the repetition of failures requires 
recognising previous mistakes and addressing them through different policies by donors, 
stronger documentation and analysis of humanitarian programmes and interventions, increased 
professionalisation, improved, opportunistic relationships with the media, and better ways of 
working together with local health stakeholders and through indigenous institutions. 
 
Comment 
Where is the science in humanitarian health? 
Ronald J Waldman, Michael J Toole 
Summary 
In 1948, in the aftermath of the partition of India and Pakistan, a journal article on the health 
situation of refugees and internally displaced persons stated that “this report is based entirely 
on impressions”.1 Another of the earliest articles about a humanitarian emergency, the East 
Bengal cyclone in 1970, stated that “relief supplies and volunteers poured in, but no one knew 
the magnitude or geographic distribution of losses and needs.”2 How did these volunteers know 
what skills were needed? What supplies and commodities to distribute? How did they know 
where to go or who to help? Impressions, best intentions, and customary practices were the 
rule at the time, and health interventions were rarely supported by epidemiological or clinical 
studies that provided evidence of effectiveness. 
 
Comment 
Humanitarian medicine is more than a technical exercise 
Vickie Hawkins, André Heller Pérache 
Summary 
What a sad indictment of our times that the Turkey Hub of the Health Cluster, a UN-activated 
humanitarian health coordination body, has begun to calculate the confirmed number of attacks 
against hospitals in Syria. Mohamed Elamein and colleagues,1 as part of the Lancet Series on 
health in humanitarian crises,2–5 present evidence on the use of the Monitoring Violence against 
Health Care tool to detect and verify attacks on health-care services and describe their effect in 
Syria. The tragic story these statistics tell highlights the need for action to stop attacks against 
health-care settings and workers in Syria and elsewhere in the world. 
 
Series 
The humanitarian system is not just broke, but broken: recommendations for future 
humanitarian action 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2931277-1/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2931277-1/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2931275-8/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2931352-1/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2931278-3/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2931278-3/fulltext
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Paul B Spiegel 
Summary 
An unprecedented number of humanitarian emergencies of large magnitude and duration is 
causing the largest number of people in a generation to be forcibly displaced. Yet the existing 
humanitarian system was created for a different time and is no longer fit for purpose. On the 
basis of lessons learned from recent crises, particularly the Syrian conflict and the Ebola 
epidemic, I recommend four sets of actions that would make the humanitarian system relevant 
for future public health responses: (1) operationalise the concept of centrality of protection; (2) 
integrate affected persons into national health systems by addressing the humanitarian–
development nexus; (3) remake, do not simply revise, leadership and coordination; and (4) 
make interventions efficient, effective, and sustainable. For these recommendations to be 
implemented, governments, UN agencies, multilateral organisations, and international non-
governmental organisations will need to put aside differences and relinquish authority, 
influence, and funding. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
Two polio-related items lead our coverage of emergencies this week. 
   The first is the impending WHO financial and programmatic sustainability crisis stemming 
from the wind-down of the GPEI [Global Polio Eradication Initiative] and its funding of much 
non-GPEI WHO staff and programming in some regions. This crisis is noted “with great 
concern” by the WHA action below. 
   The second is an outbreak of a circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) in Syria 
as reported in the weekly GPEI update below 
 
Poliomyelitis: polio transition planning 
SEVENTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY   WHA70(9) 
Agenda item 12.3 
29 May 2017 
[Full text; Editor’s text bolding] 
The Seventieth World Health Assembly, having considered the updated report on polio  
transition planning,1 decided: 
[1] to acknowledge that the active role taken by the Office of the Director -General in  
directing and leading this process is of key importance; 
 
 (2) to emphasize the critical and urgent need to maintain and pursue eradication efforts in  
polio-endemic countries and to sustain surveillance in countries through polio eradication  
certification, and the importance of ensuring that the Global Polio Eradication Initiative is fit for  
purpose, with adequate levels of qualified staff; 
 
 (3) to acknowledge that the ramp -down of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative has started  
and highlight the need for WHO to strategically manage the resulting impact on WHO human  
resources and other assets; 
 
 (4) to note the ongoing process of developing a post-certification strategy that will define the  
essential polio functions needed to sustain eradication and maintain a polio-free world; 
 
 (5) to highlight the need for WHO to work with all relevant stakeholders on options for  
ensuring effective accountability and oversight after eradication in the post-certification  

Poliomyelitis:
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strategy; 
 
(6) to note with great concern the reliance on the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative’s funding of WHO at global, regional and country levels, involving many 
WHO programme activities, and the financial, organizational and programmatic 
risks that this reliance entails for WHO, including risks for the sustainability of 
WHO’s capacity to ensure effective delivery in key programmatic areas and to 
maintain essential continuing functions; 
 
(7) to note also the proposed list of actions to be implemented by the end of 2017, as referred 
to in document A70/14 Add.1, in particular in relation to the development of a comprehensive 
WHO strategic action plan on polio transition; 
 
(8) to urge the Director-General: 
   (a) to make polio transition a key priority for the Organization at its three levels; 
   (b) to ensure that the development of the WHO strategic action plan on polio transition  
        is guided by an overarching principle of responding to country needs and priorities,  
        including by participating in and supporting Global Polio Eradication Initiative country  
        transition planning; 
   (c) to mainstream best practices from polio eradication into all relevant health interventions  
        and build capacity and responsibility for polio eradication ongoing functions and assets in  
        national programmes, while maintaining WHO’s capacity to provide norms and standards  
        for post-eradication planning and oversight; 
   (d) to explore innovative ways for mobilizing additional funding for the period   
         2017−2019 in order to mitigate the possible impact on the ramp-down of the  
        Global Polio Eradication Initiative and on the longer-term sustainability of key  
        assets that are currently financed by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, and  
        to update Member States on this work, through a dedicated session at the  
        forthcoming financing dialogue; 
 
(9) to request the Director-General: 
   (a) to develop a strategic action plan on polio transition by the end of 2017, to be submitted  
         for consideration by the Seventy-first World Health Assembly, through the Executive  
         Board at its 142nd session, that: 
       (i) clearly identifies the capacities and assets, especially at country and, where  
            appropriate, community levels, that are required to: 
               – sustain progress in other programmatic areas, such as: disease  
                  surveillance; immunization and health systems strengthening; early  
                  warning, emergency and outbreak response, including the strengthening  
                  and maintenance of core capacities under the International Health  
                  Regulations (2005); 
              – maintain a polio-free world after eradication; 
       (ii) provides a detailed costing of these capacities and assets; 
  (b) to present to the Seventy-first World Health Assembly a report on the efforts to  
       mobilize funding for transitioning capacities and assets that are currently  
       financed by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative into the programme budget,  
       to enable the Seventy-first World Health Assembly to provide guidance for the  
      development of the programme budget for the biennium 2020–2021 and the Thirteenth  
      General Programme of Work on a realistic basis; 
  (c) to report regularly on the planning and implementation of the transition process to the  
       Health Assembly, through the Regional Committees and the Executive Board. 
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(Ninth plenary meeting, 29 May 2017 
[1] Document A70/14 Add.1 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO  
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)  
Polio this week as of 7 June 2017 
:: In Syria, a circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) outbreak has been 
confirmed.  The virus strain was isolated from two cases of acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) and 
one healthy contact, from Deir-Ez-Zor governorate.  See the ‘Syrian Arab Republic’ section 
below for more information. 
 
:: The final decision made by the World Health Assembly on 29 May on polio transition planning 
is now available online.  The decision follows extensive discussions by Member States on the 
need to address the challenge of scaling down the polio programme as eradication comes 
closer, including the potential impact on achieving and sustaining a polio-free world, on health 
system programmes and on systems currently supported by polio assets.  Delegates welcomed 
existing efforts to plan for the post-polio world, and stressed the importance of careful, 
considered and strategic approaches to the transition of polio assets, requesting the Director-
General to prepare a detailed transition action plan. 
 
:: Summary of newly-reported viruses this week: Syria – two new circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) isolated from acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases and one cVDPV2 
isolated from a healthy contact; and, Pakistan – four new environmental sample positive for 
wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1). 
 
Weekly country updates as of 7 June 2017 
Syrian Arab Republic 
   :: In Syria, a circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) outbreak has been 
confirmed.  The virus strain was isolated from two cases of acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) and 
one healthy contact (collection date: 25 April 2017), from Deir-Ez-Zor governorate.  The cases 
had onset of paralysis on 5 March and 6 May. 
   :: No case of WPV1 has been reported in Syria since 21 January 2014. 
   :: Outbreak response plans are being finalized, in line with internationally-agreed outbreak 
response protocols.  Although access to Deir-Ez-Zor is compromised due to insecurity, the 
Governorate has been partially reached by several vaccination campaigns against polio and 
other vaccine-preventable diseases since the beginning of 2016. Most recently, two campaigns 
have been conducted in March and April 2017 using the bivalent oral polio vaccine (OPV). 
However, only limited coverage was possible through these campaigns. 
 
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 10 June 2017] 
Nigeria  
Overview of WHO operations in north eastern Nigeria  

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA70/A70%289%29-en.pdf
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/nga/nigeria-operations-update-june2017.pdf?ua=1
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    June 2017 ---WHO has decided to adopt a sub-regional approach across the four Lake Chad 
basin affected countries, to increase its interventions, which will address the health needs of the 
displaced populations and host communities alike.  
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified. 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified. 
The Syrian Arab Republic  - No new announcements identified  
Yemen - No new announcements identified. 
[see UNICEF reports below] 
 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 10 June 2017] 
Cameroon   
WHO opened a field office in Maroua to support the emergencies in the north.  
   2 June 2016 -- The WHO Country Office in Cameroon is strengthening the emergency 
response in the North Region. It has opened a field office in Maroua, capital of the Region, 
located 1153 km from Yaounde.  
 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified.  [see UNICEF reports below] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified. 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Iraq 
:: Iraq: Mosul Humanitarian Response Situation Report No. 36 (29 May to 4 June 2017) 
[EN/KU] 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: 9 Jun 2017  Palais briefing notes on cholera in Yemen and circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus in Syria 
:: Syria Crisis: Ar-Raqqa Situation Report No. 7 (as of 3 June 2017) 
 
Yemen  
:: 9 Jun 2017  Palais briefing notes on cholera in Yemen and circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus in Syria 
:: Yemen Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 24 | 07 June 2017 
[see UNICEF reports below] 
 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 

http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/fr/cameroun/press-materials/item/8837-appui-aux-urgences-dans-la-region-de-lextreme-nord-loms-ouvre-un-bureau-de-terrain-a-maroua.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/iraq
http://reliefweb.int/node/2062549
http://reliefweb.int/node/2062549
https://www.unocha.org/syria
http://reliefweb.int/node/2068654
http://reliefweb.int/node/2068654
http://reliefweb.int/node/2069254
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
http://reliefweb.int/node/2068654
http://reliefweb.int/node/2068654
http://reliefweb.int/node/2064754
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
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DRC (Kasai crisis) 
:: Complex Emergency in the Kasai region DR Congo Situation Report No.7 (31 May 2017) 
 
Somalia 
:: Somalia: Drought Response - Situation Report No. 11 (as of 6 June 2017) 
:: Humanitarian Bulletin Somalia May 2017 | Issued on 2 June 2017 
 
Ethiopia 
:: Ethiopia Weekly Humanitarian Bulletin, 05 June 2017 
 
Nigeria - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UNICEF  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html 
82 June, 2017 
Number of suspected cholera cases reaches 100,000 in Yemen 
   SANA’A, Yemen, 8 June 2017 – The number of suspected cholera cases in Yemen continues 
to rise, reaching 101,820 with 791 deaths as of 7 June 2017. Worst affected are the country’s 
most vulnerable: children under the age of 15 account for 46 per cent of cases, and those aged 
over 60 represent 33 per cent of fatalities. 
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) are 
honing in on areas reporting the highest number of cases to stop the disease from spreading 
further.  
 
“These cholera ‘hot spots’ are the source of much of the country’s cholera transmission,” said 
Dr Nevio Zagaria, the head of WHO’s office in Yemen. “Stamp out cholera in these places and 
we can slow the spread of the disease and save lives. At the same time, we’re continuing to 
support early and proper treatment for the sick and conducting prevention activities across the 
country.”  
 
The race to contain the cholera outbreak will not be won easily. The country’s health system 
has been nearly destroyed by more than two years of intense conflict. Less than half of the 
country’s health centres are fully functional. Medical supplies are flowing into the country at a 
third of the rate that they were entering Yemen before March 2015. Important infrastructure 
has been damaged by the violence, cutting 14.5 million people off from regular access to clean 
water and sanitation. Health and sanitation workers have not received their salaries in more 
than eight months.  
 
“The cholera outbreak is making a bad situation for children drastically worse. Many of the 
children who have died from the disease were also acutely malnourished”, said Dr Meritxell 
Relano, UNICEF’s Representative in Yemen. “Today, life for children in Yemen is a desperate 
struggle for survival, with cholera, malnutrition and the relentless violence constantly sounding 
a death knell at their doorsteps,” she said.  
 
UNICEF, WHO, along with their partners, are working on a war footing to respond to this latest 
outbreak. Nearly 3.5 million people across the country have been reached by disinfecting water 
tanker filling stations, chlorinating drinking water, restoration of water treatment plants, 

https://www.unocha.org/drc
http://reliefweb.int/node/2064319
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://reliefweb.int/node/2068834
http://reliefweb.int/node/2058149
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
http://reliefweb.int/node/2061149
https://www.unocha.org/nigeria
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_96393.html
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rehabilitation of water supply systems, providing household water treatments and distributing 
hygiene kits (soaps and washing powders).  UNICEF and WHO are both providing support and 
medical supplies to Oral Rehydration Centres and Diarrheal treatment centres across the 
country where patients are being screened and provided immediate medical support.  All this is 
done along with disseminating hygiene awareness to the affected populations. 
 
The total funding needed for the joint response activities of health, water and sanitation 
partners comes to US$ 66.7 million for six months. While donors have been generous to date, 
more funding is still required, particularly for water and sanitation interventions. The biggest 
need, however, is for an increased number of partners in the field across the country, including 
in areas with poor access due to conflict. 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
9 June 2017  
SEA/2056 
Ocean Conference Concludes with Call for Action to Restore Ocean Health, Protect Marine 
Ecosystems through Stronger Partnerships 
   The inaugural United Nations Ocean Conference concluded at Headquarters today, with 
Heads of State and Government and high-level representatives adopting a “Call for Action” to 
conserve and sustainably use the world’s oceans. 
 
8 June 2017  
SEA/2053 
Marking World Day, Speakers in General Assembly Call for Urgent Collective Action Placing 
Oceans at Centre of Sustainable Development 
    The Ocean Conference dedicated its penultimate day to commemorating World Oceans Day, 
with speakers in the General Assembly Hall emphasizing the need for immediate collective 
action to turn the tide on marine degradation and place oceans at the centre of sustainable 
development for future generations. 
 
5 June 2017  
SEA/2049 
Secretary-General Calls for Strategic Vision, New Model of Governance to Save World’s Seas, as 
United Nations Ocean Conference Opens 
   The inaugural United Nations Ocean Conference opened today with a call for urgent action to 
improve the health of the world’s seas, now in peril after decades of pollution, overfishing and 
the unattended effects of climate change that were decimating marine life, and in turn, 
livelihoods. 
 

http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sea2056.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sea2056.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sea2053.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sea2053.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sea2049.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sea2049.doc.htm
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5 June 2017  
SG/SM/18554 
Continuing Occupation Sends ‘Unmistakable Message’ that Both Palestinian, Israeli Hopes 
Remain Unattainable, Secretary-General Warns in Anniversary Statement 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 10 June 
2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
DRC: Zeid calls for international investigation into massive human rights violations in Kasais 
 
Mosul: UN receives reports of mass killings of fleeing civilians by ISIL 
 
UN and Football Association of Ireland to promote human rights at 11 June World Cup game 
 
Zeid calls for investigation of protestor deaths in Bahrain 
 
Indigenous and environmental rights under attack in Brazil, UN and Inter-American experts 
warn 
 
UN child rights experts issue findings on Antigua and Barbuda, Bhutan, Cameroon, Lebanon, 
Mongolia, Qatar, Romania and USA* 
 
Businesses must eradicate human trafficking from their supply chains - UN expert 
 
Enforced Disappearances: UN expert group launches first official visit to The Gambia 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
8 June 2017 
UN child rights experts issue findings on Antigua and Barbuda, Bhutan, Cameroon, Lebanon, 
Mongolia, Qatar, Romania and USA* 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 10 June 2017] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Website undergoing maintenance. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18554.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18554.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21714&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21701&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21715&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21684&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21704&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21704&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21706&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21706&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21702&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21708&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21706&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21706&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
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6 June 2017 
World needs “revolution” in mental health care – UN rights expert 
   GENEVA (6 June 2017) – The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to health, 
Dainius Pūras, has called for a sea change in mental health care around the world, urging 
States and psychiatrists to act with courage to reform a crisis-hit system built on outdated 
attitudes.  
  “We need little short of a revolution in mental health care to end decades of neglect, abuse 
and violence,” Mr. Pūras said after presenting his latest report to the UN Human Rights Council 
in Geneva.   
   “Mental health is grossly neglected within health systems around the world.  Where mental 
health systems exist, they are segregated from other healthcare and based on outdated 
practices that violate human rights.  
   “I am calling on States to move away from traditional practices and thinking, and enable a 
long overdue shift to a rights-based approach. The status quo is simply unacceptable.”  
   He added: “Mental health policies and services are in crisis - not a crisis of chemical 
imbalances, but of power imbalances. We need bold political commitments, urgent policy 
responses and immediate remedial action.”… 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
9 June 2017 
Displaced In Myanmar Another year away from home 
 
8 June 2017 
Media Advisory: High-level partnership mission to Horn of Africa 
 
7 June 2017 
Haïti : Ouragan Matthew Bilan de sept mois de réponse à l’ouragan Matthew (Octobre 2016-
Avril 2017) 
 
6 June 2017 
Country-Based Pooled Funds and the Grand Bargain 
 
6 June 2017 
Statement by the UN Coordinator for Humanitarian Aid and Development Activities, Robert 
Piper, on the 50th Anniversary of Israel’s Occupation [EN/AR] 
 
5 June 2017 
Life on the move in Myanmar: Women and children bearing the brunt of the conflict in Kachin 
 
5 June 2017 
The country preparedness package: Strengthening local humanitarian response in Marshall 
Islands and beyond 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21689&LangID=E
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/35/21
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/node/2068944
https://reliefweb.int/node/2066929
https://reliefweb.int/node/2063834
https://reliefweb.int/node/2063834
https://reliefweb.int/node/2063634
https://reliefweb.int/node/2061934
https://reliefweb.int/node/2061934
https://reliefweb.int/node/2060844
https://reliefweb.int/node/2060709
https://reliefweb.int/node/2060709
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UNICEF  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html 
8 June, 2017 
Number of suspected cholera cases reaches 100,000 in Yemen 
   SANA’A, Yemen, 8 June 2017 – The number of suspected cholera cases in Yemen continues 
to rise, reaching 101,820 with 791 deaths as of 7 June 2017. Worst affected are the country’s 
most vulnerable: children under the age of 15 account for 46 per cent of cases, and those aged 
over 60 represent 33 per cent of fatalities. 
 
Mahershala Ali, David Beckham, the All Blacks, Daniel Cormier, Novak Djokovic, Lewis Hamilton, 
Hugh Jackman, Sachin Tendulkar, Thalía and Chris Weidman among stars to join Super Dads 
campaign to highlight fathers' critical role in children's early development 
   NEW YORK, 6 June 2017 – Stars from the world of entertainment and sport including 
Mahershala Ali, David Beckham, the All Blacks, Daniel Cormier, Novak Djokovic, Lewis Hamilton, 
Hugh Jackman, Sachin Tendulkar, Thalía and Chris Weidman joined Super Dads, a new UNICEF 
initiative launched today to celebrate fatherhood, and highlight the importance of love, play, 
protection and good nutrition for the healthy development of young children’s brains. 
 
Statement by Anthony Lake, UNICEF Executive Director, on the Death of Dr. Babatunde 
Osotimehin 
   NEW YORK, 5 June 2017 –“It was with shock and great sadness that I learned this morning 
of the passing of my cherished friend and colleague, Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin, Executive 
Director of the United Nations Population Fund.  
 
100,000 children threatened as conflict escalates in west Mosul 
   ERBIL, 5 June, 2017 – “We are receiving alarming reports of civilians including several 
children being killed in west Mosul. Some were reportedly killed as they desperately tried to flee 
the fighting which is intensifying by the hour. 
 
UNICEF statement on the passing of Charlotte (Nana Yaa) Nikoi 
   NEW YORK, 3 June 2017 - "We learned with great sadness that the remains of our colleague 
Charlotte (Nana Yaa) Nikoi have been found. All of us at UNICEF are deeply saddened by this 
news and express our personal sympathies to her family. Nana Yaa was a committed colleague 
who devoted the past 18 years of her life to the work and values of the United Nations. Her 
warmth and steadfast support will be missed by all those who knew her 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Briefing Notes 
Critical gaps in Lebanon and Jordan spell looming destitution and despair for Syrian refugee 
families  
6 Jun 2017 
   UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, warns that without urgent additional funding, some 60,000 
Syrian refugee families will be cut from monthly cash assistance programmes in Lebanon and 
Jordan as early as July. 
   Vital parts of UNHCR’s response to the needs of Syrian refugees are critically underfunded. 
Additional contributions are urgently required to avoid dramatic and deep cuts to both basic and 
life-saving services to Syrian refugees in the second half of the year.  

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_96393.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_96148.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_96148.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_96148.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_96146.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_96146.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_96144.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_96143.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/6/5936655d4/critical-gaps-lebanon-jordan-spell-looming-destitution-despair-syrian-refugee.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/6/5936655d4/critical-gaps-lebanon-jordan-spell-looming-destitution-despair-syrian-refugee.html
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   Despite generous pledges, humanitarian programmes in support of Syrian refugee and 
communities hosting them are quickly running out of resources. The situation is most dramatic 
in Lebanon and Jordan where a number of direct cash assistance activities could dry up in less 
than four weeks… 
 
Press releases and news comments 
UN Refugee Agency chief seeks to deepen cooperation with China 8 Jun 2017  
 
UNHCR chief Filippo Grandi renews Yao Chen’s Goodwill Ambassador tenure 8 Jun 2017 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
2017-06-09 16:54 
UN Migration Agency Appeals for USD 60 Million to Aid Victims of East Africa’s Worst Drought in 
Decades 
   Kenya - The East and Horn of Africa is experiencing the worst drought the region has seen in 
decades. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 72,336 in 2017; 1, 711 Deaths  
2017-06-09 16:11 
   Switzerland - The UN Migration Agency (IOM) reports that 72,336 migrants and refugees 
entered Europe by sea in 2017 through 7 June, with almost 85 percent arriving in Italy and the 
remainder divided between Greece, Cyprus and Spain. 
 
UN Migration Agency, EU Boost Access to Health Centres along Turkish-Syrian Border 
2017-06-06 16:34 
   Turkey - Today (06/06), the UN Migration Agency (IOM) handed over medical equipment 
worth nearly a quarter of a million Euro to Turkey’s Saraykent Migrant Health Training Centre to 
provide medical services to approximately 5,600 migrants and refugees each month in Hatay 
province... 
 
UN Migration Agency Supports Refugees Returning to Nigeria after Fleeing Boko Haram 
2017-06-02 17:46 
   Nigeria - From 24-31 May, the UN Migration Agency (IOM) registered more than 3,600 
Nigerian refugees in the small Nigerian border town of Pulka after they returned from 
Cameroon. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.unaids.org/ 
Selected Press Releases & Updates 
Press Release – 5 June 2017 
UNAIDS gala returns to Basel in June to raise awareness and funds to support efforts to end 
AIDS by 2030 
To be hosted by Princess Eugenie of York, Caroline Rupert and Ndaba Mandela. 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 10 June 2017] 
 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/6/593941ee4/un-refugee-agency-chief-seeks-deepen-cooperation-china.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/6/59393f504/unhcr-chief-filippo-grandi-renews-yao-chens-goodwill-ambassador-tenure.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-appeals-usd-60-million-aid-victims-east-africas-worst-drought-decades
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-appeals-usd-60-million-aid-victims-east-africas-worst-drought-decades
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-72336-2017-1-711-deaths
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-eu-boost-access-health-centres-along-turkish-syrian-border
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-supports-refugees-returning-nigeria-after-fleeing-boko-haram
http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2017/june/20170606_gala-Basel
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2017/june/20170606_gala-Basel
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WHO updates Essential Medicines List with new advice on use of antibiotics, and adds 
medicines for hepatitis C, HIV, tuberculosis and cancer 
News release  
6 June 2017 | Geneva - New advice on which antibiotics to use for common infections and 
which to preserve for the most serious circumstances is among the additions to the WHO Model 
list of essential medicines for 2017. Other additions include medicines for HIV, hepatitis C, 
tuberculosis and leukaemia. 
 
The updated list adds 30 medicines for adults and 25 for children, and specifies new uses for 9 
already-listed products, bringing the total to 433 drugs deemed essential for addressing the 
most important public health needs. The WHO Essential Medicines List (EML) is used by many 
countries to increase access to medicines and guide decisions about which products they ensure 
are available for their populations. 
 
"Safe and effective medicines are an essential part of any health system," said Dr Marie-Paule 
Kieny, WHO Assistant Director-General for Health Systems and Innovation. "Making sure all 
people can access the medicines they need, when and where they need them, is vital to 
countries’ progress towards universal health coverage."… 
:: Model List of Essential Medicines, 20th List (March 2017) pdf, 1.50Mb  
   19.3 Vaccines [p.43] 
:: Model List of Essential Medicines for Children, 6th List (March 2017) pdf, 1.19Mb  
   19.3 Vaccines [p.32] 
 
Highlights  
Health facilities in 7 Caribbean countries to be transformed to be disaster resistant 
   June 2017 – WHO PAHO analyzed the safety situation of nearly 350 hospitals and health 
centers, and their likelihood of continuing to function in disasters. WHO then selected 16 
hospitals and health centers in seven Caribbean countries to make them safer, greener and 
more resilient to natural disasters.  
 
Mothers' groups play key role in lowering Sierra Leone’s high rates of maternal and child deaths 
   June 2017 – Mothers' Support Groups have been trained in many communities in Sierra 
Leone, with the support of WHO. As well as promoting trust and use of health services, they 
raise awareness on nutrition, vaccines and disease prevention, to help save the lives of both 
women and their children.  
 
Statement on Dr Babatunde Osotimehin 
   June 2017 – WHO is profoundly saddened by the news that Dr Babatunde Osotimehin passed 
away on 4 June 2017. As Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), Dr 
Osotimehin was a champion of health for all, but especially for women and adolescent girls.  
 
Huge bed net campaign kicks off in Sierra Leone 
June 2017 – Sierra Leone kicked off bed net distribution campaign to help protect its population 
against malaria, which remains as one of the most deadly diseases in the country. In total, 4.3 
million insecticide treated bed nets will be distributed through the landmark nationwide 
campaign. Sierra Leone is one of the most severely malaria-burdened nations in Africa, with its 
entire population of 7 million people at risk of the disease.  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2017/essential-medicines-list/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2017/essential-medicines-list/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/medicines/publications/essentialmedicines/20th_EML2017.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/medicines/publications/essentialmedicines/6th_EMLc2017.pdf?ua=1
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13399%3Ahealth-facilities-in-seven-caribbean-countries-to-be-transformed-to-be-disaster-resistant&catid=740%3Apress-releases&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://unsierraleone.exposure.co/ebola-1-the-mothers
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2017/babatune-osotimehin/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/sierra-leone/press-materials/item/9676-huge-bed-net-distribution-campaign-kicks-off-in-sierra-leone.html
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Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
:: Dr Moeti's Interview with United Nations Radio: "Flexible funding" key under new UN health 
agency chief - 05 June 2017  
:: In equatorial Congo, WHO and its partners respond to an Ebola outbreak - 02 June 2017  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Health facilities in seven Caribbean countries to be transformed to be disaster resistant 
(06/07/2017) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Make cities green for better health  5 June 2017 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Minister of Health of Montenegro visits WHO/Europe 08-06-2017  
:: Hepatitis A outbreaks in European Region mostly affecting men who have sex with men 08-
06-2017  
:: Can Europe exceed the global target and reduce premature mortality by 45%? 08-06-2017    
:: Nordic and Baltic countries gather to discuss intersectoral action to prevent child 
maltreatment 07-06-2017  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Treating trauma and the wounds of war in Helmand 8 June 2017  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
5 June 2017 - Press Release 
UNFPA mourns passing of Executive Director 
   With profound sadness UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, announces that its 
Executive Director, Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin, passed away suddenly at his home last night. He 
was 68 years old. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
UNDP takes part in Europe’s leading forum on development  
Jun 8, 2017 
   SDG Advocates Jeffrey Sachs, Muhammad Yunus and Marjeta Jager were among key 
speakers in a panel on the role of small businesses in achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals, organized by UNDP, the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States and the European 

http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/9688-dr-moetis-interview-with-united-nations-radio-flexible-funding-key-under-new-un-health-agency-chief.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/9688-dr-moetis-interview-with-united-nations-radio-flexible-funding-key-under-new-un-health-agency-chief.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/9687-in-equatorial-congo-who-and-its-partners-respond-to-an-ebola-outbreak.html
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13399&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/features/2017/make-cities-green-for-better-health/en/index.html
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2017/06/minister-of-health-of-montenegro-visits-whoeurope2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2017/06/minister-of-health-of-montenegro-visits-whoeurope2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/hepatitis/news/news/2017/06/hepatitis-a-outbreaks-in-european-region-mostly-affecting-men-who-have-sex-with-men2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/hepatitis/news/news/2017/06/hepatitis-a-outbreaks-in-european-region-mostly-affecting-men-who-have-sex-with-men2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/hepatitis/news/news/2017/06/hepatitis-a-outbreaks-in-european-region-mostly-affecting-men-who-have-sex-with-men2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/hepatitis/news/news/2017/06/hepatitis-a-outbreaks-in-european-region-mostly-affecting-men-who-have-sex-with-men2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2017/can-europe-exceed-the-global-target-and-reduce-premature-mortality-by-45
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/violence-and-injuries/news/news/2017/06/nordic-and-baltic-countries-gather-to-discuss-intersectoral-action-to-prevent-child-maltreatment2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/violence-and-injuries/news/news/2017/06/nordic-and-baltic-countries-gather-to-discuss-intersectoral-action-to-prevent-child-maltreatment2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/violence-and-injuries/news/news/2017/06/nordic-and-baltic-countries-gather-to-discuss-intersectoral-action-to-prevent-child-maltreatment2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/violence-and-injuries/news/news/2017/06/nordic-and-baltic-countries-gather-to-discuss-intersectoral-action-to-prevent-child-maltreatment2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/treating-trauma-and-wounds-of-war-in-helmand.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.unfpa.org/press/unfpa-mourns-passing-executive-director
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/06/08/undp-takes-part-in-europe-s-leading-forum-on-development-.html
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Commission during European Development Days, Europe’s leading forum on development and 
cooperation. 
 
Musician Cody Simpson to be named UNDP Ocean Advocate on World Oceans Day  
Jun 7, 2017 
   The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) will name Australian musician Cody 
Simpson as its first-ever Ocean Advocate to help raise awareness of the crucial role the ocean 
plays in the health of our planet and people. 
 
Stabilization milestone in Fallujah, Iraq: city’s largest water treatment plant reopened  
Jun 6, 2017 
   Marking a key milestone in Fallujah’s recovery after ISIL, the Government of Iraq and UNDP, 
through its Funding Facility for Stabilization (FFS), have reopened Al Azrakiyah Water Treatment 
Plant, to provide safe water to nearly two-thirds of the city. 
 
A healthy ocean critical to fighting poverty and achieving the SDGs: UNDP at the first ever 
Ocean Conference  
Jun 4, 2017 
   The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) will join the historic Ocean Conference 
in New York this week (5-9 June) to highlight the direct link between a healthy ocean and 
ending poverty. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 10 June 2017] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.unep.org/ 
Press Release | June 8, 2017  
Costa Rica expands protected seas and fosters efforts to fight marine pollution on World Oceans 
Day 
:: Costa Rica announces new marine protected area, lifting its total of protected seas to 15.7 
per cent.   
:: World is now on track to preserve one tenth of all oceans by 2020. 
:: The country is hosting a Global Dialogue on Oceans, which kicks off today at Puntarenas on 
the Pacific coast 
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Sweden supports Clean Seas Campaign to reduce marine litter 
June 7, 2017 
   Litter in the seas is a major global environmental problem. In connection with the Ocean 
Conference in New York, Sweden is joining the Clean Seas Campaign, a global UN Environment 
initiative to reduce marine litter. Sweden will also provide financial support to UN Environment’s 
work on the issue. 
 
Another Record-Breaking Year for Renewable Energy: More renewable energy capacity for less 
money 
June 7, 2017 
   Record power capacity of 161 gigawatts added, for 23 per cent less investment - $241.6 
billion 
 
A million people demand a global ban on single-use plastic at UN Oceans Conference 
June 6, 2017 
   The Avaaz campaign calls on governments to phase out single use plastic within the next five 
years  
 
Massive clean-ups and new national parks as humanity stands with nature on World 
Environment Day 
June 5, 2017 
:: From Bosnia to Chile, from Jordan to  Finland, countries announce new protected areas 
totaling more than 1,600 square kilometres 
: For the first time ever, protected areas at sea are larger than on land 
:: Some of the world’s most iconic landmarks, including the Empire State Building and Niagara 
Falls light up in green for World Environment Day 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
9 June 2017, New York  
Countries set to agree on decisive and urgent actions to restore marine world to health as 
Ocean Conference concludes 
   The 193 Member States of the United Nations are set to unanimously agree to a set of 
measures that will begin the reversal of the decline of the ocean’s health as the five-day Ocean 
Conference concludes this afternoon. The outcome document, together with more than 1,300 
commitments to action, marks a breakthrough in the global approach to the management and 
conservation of the ocean. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
09 June 2017  
144 Countries and the EU to set Guidelines to protect and promote the diversity of cultural 
expressions in the digital environment 
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   Representatives from the countries* that have ratified UNESCO’s Convention on the 
Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions will examine ways to apply the 
guiding principles of the Convention in the digital environment, when they hold their biennial 
meeting at UNESCO Headquarters from 13 to 15 June. During the event, participants will 
approve Operational Guidelines on the Implementation of the Convention in the Digital 
Environment. 
   These Guidelines will help countries ensure that artists and producers benefit fully and fairly 
from the information technologies’ potential both at the stages of creation, production and 
distribution. 
    They also address concerns such as: fair pay for artists and content producers, ensuring a 
culturally inclusive offer of content to the public that will not discriminate against cultural goods 
based on provenance, language or social factors, as well as respect for human rights in the 
digital environment, notably freedom of expression, artistic freedom and gender equality. 
   As noted in UNESCO’s report “Re | Shaping Cultural Policies, the digital revolution has 
fundamentally altered the way in which cultural goods and services are produced, distributed 
and accessed. with the expansion of social networks and user-generated content, the 
proliferation of multimedia devices and the emergence of powerful web-based companies. 
These factors mean the digital environment requires new business models for e-commerce and 
streaming for example, and new policies to protect copyright… 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted June 9, 2017 
Managing land conflict in Congo DRC, Bunia 
   06 June 2017 – When land associated violence rocked her Bunia hometown in Ituri Province, 
Ms.  Louise Tajeki gathered her earthly possessions and together with her family fled to Beni in 
another part of the Democratic Republic... 
 
Government of Italy funds solid waste feasibility study in Kenya’s Ngong town 
   Nairobi 9 June 2017– The Government of Italy is providing a soft loan to the Government of 
Kenya to improve solid waste management in Ngong town, a satellite urban centre of the 
capital city, Nairobi.  
 
UN-Habitat establishes a country office in Tunisia 
   Paris, 7 June 2017 – Tunisian Minister for Equipment, Housing and Territorial Development, 
Mohammed Saleh Al Arfaoui, and UN-Habitat Executive Director Dr. Joan Clos recently signed 
an agreement to establish a country office in the Tunisia. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 10 June 2017] 
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http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
World Employment and Social Outlook (WESO) 
ILO to publish a report on employment trends for women 2017   
07 June 2017  
 
106th International Labour Conference 
ILO head calls for the much needed greening of the world of work   
05 June 2017  
  “We need the right policies to make the transition happen and to make it just,” said ILO 
Director-General Guy Ryder at the opening session of the 106th International Labour 
Conference. 
 
Press release 
President of Uruguay at the ILO Conference: Social dialogue and collective bargaining are 
essential for progress   
05 June 2017  
   Without agreements, there is no progress, President Tabaré Vázquez said at the opening day 
of the ILO annual meeting in Geneva. In his message to delegates, he warned that "we must 
not wait for the future, we must build it." 
 
Safety and Health for Youth 
ILO launches media competition and Youth4OSH project in the Philippines   
05 June 2017  
   To build a safety and health culture among young Filipino workers, the ILO launches the 
Youth4OSH Project and invites young people to join the SafeYouth@Work Media Competition. 
Winning entries for photo, film, song, story, poster/drawing and the unique Surprise Us 
category will get the chance to travel to Singapore in September 2017 and to present their 
winning piece due on 30 June 2017. 
 
World Day Against Child Labour 
ILO to mark World Day against Child Labour: In conflicts and disasters, protect children from 
child labour   
04 June 2017  
   This year, World Day Against Child Labour on 12 June focuses on the impact of conflicts and 
disasters on child labour. In times of conflict, in times of disaster, when livelihoods are 
disrupted, basic services are lost and people can be forced from their homes, entire families 
become more vulnerable. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
7/6/17 
ICAO Secretary General highlights importance of aviation benefits at 21st St. Petersburg 
International Economic Forum 
 
7/6/17 
ICAO and Canada celebrate 2017 World Environment Day theme: Connecting People to Nature 
 
5/6/17 
ICAO Council President to airline CEOs: CORSIA remains on track for 2021 
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5/6/17 
ICAO rapidly reviewing laptop and device restrictions to help balance safety and security 
concerns 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Friday, 09 June 2017 
UNIDO contributes to the Artificial Intelligence for Good Global Summit  
   GENEVA, 9 June 2017 — On the sidelines of the Artificial Intelligence for Good Global Summit, 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and other members of the 
United Nations family held panel sessions...  
 
UNIDO Director General to moderate Ministerial Dialogue on energy for sustainable 
development 
   VIENNA, 8 June 2017 – LI Yong, Director General of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) will chair the first session of the Ministerial Conference, 
“Meeting the Challenge of Sustainable...  
 
UNIDO and Canada to lead the Clean Energy Ministerial Energy Management Working Group 
   BEIJING, 7 June 2017 – The Government of Canada and the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) will lead the Energy Management Working Group (EMWG), 
which aims to accelerate the global adoption of energy...  
 
UNIDO launches a project on sustainable fisheries in Ethiopia 
   ADDIS ABABA, 6 June 2017 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) launched a new project titled, “Technical and institutional capacity building for the 
increase in production and development of... 
 
A message from the Director General on the occasion of World Environment Day 2017 
Monday, 05 June 2017 
   World Environment Day is celebrated annually on 5 june by a number of UN organizations 
and over 143 countries in the world.  
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm 
9 June 2017  
The revision of ISO 22000 on food management moves one step further  
   Revision is ongoing for ISO 22000 on food safety management systems, which has just 
reached the Draft International Standard (DIS) stage. The revised standard will incorporate a 
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new core structure as well as recognized key elements to ensure food safety at every step of 
the food chain.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
7 June 2017 
UNWTO and CENFOTUR to launch report on ‘Talent Development, Key for Destination 
Competitiveness’ 
   The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and CENFOTUR, the official training center of the 
Ministry of Tourism in Peru have signed a cooperation agreement to develop a report ‘Talent 
Development – Key for Destination Competitiveness.” The report will offer an extensive analysis 
of the importance of capacity building as a determining factor in the success of tourism 
destinations, with a special focus on Latin America and Peru. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
7 June 2017 
Kuwait will become the 100th party to the Nagoya Protocol to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity–  
   On the 5th of June 2017, Kuwait ratified the Nagoya Protocol on Protocol on Access to 
Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization, 
an agreement under the Convention on Biological Diversity, bringing the total number of 
ratifications to 100.  
 
Global marine protected area target of 10% to be achieved by 2020 
   5 June 2017 – With recent commitments made by governments around the globe, the world 
is on track to protect over 10% of the globe’s marine areas by 2020, announced Dr. Cristiana 
Pașca Palmer, the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
 [See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 

:::::: 
 
USAID [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 10 June 2017] 
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http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
08/06/2017 
Education in emergencies programme in Turkey reaches first refugee families 
   The EU's largest ever humanitarian programme for education in emergencies, which aims to 
encourage some 230,000 refugee children to attend school in Turkey by the end of 2017, has 
started its first payments to refugee families....  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
June 09, 2017  
Consultation on the Operationalization of the African Union Human Rights Memorial  
   Monrovia, Liberia, 08 June 2017: The Department of Political Affairs of the African Union 
Commission in close collaboration with the Government of Liberia is organizing a three-day 
consultative meeting on the Operationalization of the African Union Human Rights Memorial 
Project in Monrovia, Liberia, on 08-10 June 2017. 
   The main purpose of the consultation is to select the winning design of the project in order to 
proceed with the construction of the memorial site and other annexes and buildings attached to 
it. The meeting will also finalize the vision, mission and structure of the memorial project. 
The consultation brings together representatives from a selected number of Member States, 
other Departments of the AUC, Human Rights Experts, CSOs, Media and Academia… 
 
June 08, 2017  
Lack of education and mismatched skills remain major obstacles to Africa’s development 
agenda.  
 
June 06, 2017  
AU mourns the passing away of UNFPA Executive Director, Prof Babatunde Osotimehin  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN joins hands to combat trafficking in persons 
   MANILA, 9 June 2017 – Labour officials, labour inspectors, prosecutors and investigators from 
ASEAN Member States joined the Regional Workshop on Effective Investigation and Prosecution 
of Trafficking in Persons (TIPs) for Labour Exploitation on 6-8 June in Manila. The participants 
discussed labour dimensions of trafficking in persons and how investigation and prosecution of 
trafficking in [...] 
 
ASEAN bolsters global partnership to end violence against children 
   MANILA, 9 June 2017 – Regional inter-governmental organisations around the world gathered 
in Manila for the 7th High-Level Cross-Regional Roundtable on Violence Against Children. Led by 
the UN Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence Against Children (SRSG on 
VAC), ASEAN Secretariat, and the Philippine Department of Social Welfare and Development, 
the roundtable themed [...] 
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ASEAN calls its citizens to be biodiversity heroes on World Environment Day 
   JAKARTA, 5 June 2017 - World Environment Day is celebrated every year on June 5 to bring 
attention to environmental problems such as illegal wildlife trade, climate change, habitat 
degradation, biodiversity loss and many other challenges. Since the first World Environment 
Day was observed in 1972, citizens from all over the world have launched thousands [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 10 June 2017] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
EU's largest ever education in emergencies programme in Turkey reaches first refugee families  
    European Commission - Press release Brussels, 8 June 2017 Commissioner for Humanitarian 
Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides attends the launch event of the Conditional 
Cash Transfer for Education project The EU's largest ever humanitarian programme for 
education in emergencies, which aims to encourage some 230,000 refugee children to attend...  
 
EU presents its strategy for more resilient states and societies around the world  
   07/06/2017  -  The European Union presented today its new strategy for resilience building, 
aiming to move from crisis containment to a more structural and long-term approach to global 
challenges. It puts a particular emphasis on anticipation, prevention and preparedness.  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Europe is stepping up its support for the Central African Republic with aid of EUR 382 million  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 7 June 2017 The European Union is 
supporting the people of the Central African Republic (CAR) by promoting peace-building and 
economic and social development. Mr Neven Mimica, European Commissioner for International 
Cooperation and Development, and Mr Félix Moloua, CAR Minister of the Economy, Planning...  
 
The new European Consensus on Development – EU and Member States sign joint strategy to 
eradicate poverty    
   07/06/2017  -  The European Union and its Member States signed today a strategic blueprint, 
outlining the future of European development policy. This "New European Consensus on 
Development" represents a new collective vision and plan of action to eradicate poverty and 
achieve sustainable development.  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
OECD  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
8 June 2017 
Reform services trade policies to boost the global economy, OECD says  
   Better services trade policy can stimulate inclusive economic growth by promoting access to 
the information, skills, technology, funding and markets needed for success in an increasingly 
digital global economy, according to a new OECD report.  
 
7-June-2017 
Ground-breaking multilateral BEPS convention signed at OECD will close loopholes in thousands 
of tax treaties worldwide  
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http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/ground-breaking-multilateral-beps-convention-will-close-tax-treaty-loopholes.htm
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   Ministers and high-level officials from 76 countries and jurisdictions have signed today or 
formally expressed their intention to sign an innovative multilateral convention that will swiftly 
implement a series of tax treaty measures to update the existing network of bilateral tax 
treaties.  
 
7-June-2017 
Better but not good enough: New approaches are needed to make globalisation work for all, 
OECD says in latest Economic Outlook  
   The global economy is expected to pick up moderately but greater efforts are needed to 
ensure that the benefits from growth and globalisation are more widely shared, according to 
the OECD’s latest Economic Outlook.  
 
7-June-2017 
Tackle child well-being, tax systems and urban-rural divides to fight inequality and foster 
inclusive growth  
   Against a backdrop of growing inequalities, a new report to the 35 Ministers of OECD 
countries recommends key policy steps for breaking the vicious circle of increasing inequalities 
and low growth prospects.  
 
5-June-2017 
Statement from the OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría on the 70th Anniversary of the 
Marshall Plan  
   The Marshall Plan was radical not only in its generosity but in its break with the world order 
that predated it. Seventy years later, it still shines as one of history’s most successful examples 
of forward-looking vision and international solidarity and collaboration.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
05/06/2017 
The OIC Calls on Qatar to Honor its Commitments 
  The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) stated that it has 
been following closely the current developments in the Gulf region, namely the severance of 
diplomatic relations with Qatar by a number of OIC Member States following information and 
evidence of hostile acts emanating from Qatar. 
 
OIC Calls on Member States and Humanitarian Organization to Commemorate Orphans’ Day 
   Natural disasters, wars and crises across the Islamic world and more particularly in Syria, 
Iraq, Yemen, Somalia, Sudan and Afghanistan, in addition to the catastrophic effects of the 
Tsunami in East Asia, have resulted in the loss of many human lives, leaving in their wake 
hundreds of thousands of orphaned children, and we all know that the right of the child is one 
of the most sacred rights established by Islam and all other religions. 
05/06/2017 
 
OIC CONDEMNS LONDON TERROR ATTACK 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/better-but-not-good-enough-new-approaches-are-needed-to-make-globalisation-work-for-all.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/better-but-not-good-enough-new-approaches-are-needed-to-make-globalisation-work-for-all.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/tackle-child-well-being-tax-systems-and-urban-rural-divides-to-fight-inequality-and-foster-inclusive-growth.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/tackle-child-well-being-tax-systems-and-urban-rural-divides-to-fight-inequality-and-foster-inclusive-growth.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/statement-from-the-oecd-secretary-general-angel-gurria-on-the-70th-anniversary-of-the-marshall-plan.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/statement-from-the-oecd-secretary-general-angel-gurria-on-the-70th-anniversary-of-the-marshall-plan.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13665&ref=5945&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13660&ref=5944&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13654&ref=5941&lan=en
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   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemned in the strongest 
terms the cowardly attack carried out on London Bridge and in nearby Borough Market on 03 
June 2017, which resulted in the killing of at least seven innocent lives and injured many more.  
04/06/2017 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement by H.E. Mrs. María Fernanda Espinosa, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Human 
Mobility of the Republic of Ecuador, on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, at the United 
Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: 
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development (New York, 6 June 2017) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
Press Releases 
07 Jun 2017 –  
A Case For Cautious Optimism: Global Foreign Direct Investment To Rise By 5% In 2017, Says 
United Nations Report 
 
07 Jun 2017 –  
Digital Radically Changes Global Investment Patterns 
 
07 Jun 2017 –  
Foreign Direct Investment To Latin America And The Caribbean Fell By 14 Per Cent In 2016, 
Says Un Report 
 
07 Jun 2017 –  
Countries Cut Back Red Tape To Attract New Investment, As Policies Become More Complex, 
Divergent And Uncertain  
 
07 Jun 2017 –  
Foreign Direct Investment To Africa Fell By A Moderate Three Per Cent In 2016, Says UN Report 
 
07 Jun 2017 –  
Mega Mergers & Acquisitions Deals Prop Up Foreign Direct Investment In Developed Countries, 
Says UN Report 
 
07 Jun 2017 –  
Foreign Direct Investment To The Most Vulnerable Countries Declined In 2016, Says UN Report  
 
07 Jun 2017 –  
Foreign Direct Investment To Transition Economies Surged By 81 Per Cent In 2016, Says UN 
Report 
 
07 Jun 2017 –  
Foreign Direct Investment To Developing Asia Fell 15% In 2016, Yet China Became The World's 
Second-Largest Investor, Says UN Report 

http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170606
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170606
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170606
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170606
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170606
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=404
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=404
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=405
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=406
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=406
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=407
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=407
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=408
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=409
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=409
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=410
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=411
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=411
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=412
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=412
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WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
9 June 2017 
WTO panel rules on US compliance in the Boeing dispute 
   On 9 June a WTO panel issued its report on US compliance in the dispute “United States – 
measures affecting trade in large civil aircraft (second complaint)” (DS353).  
:: Panel report 
 
9 June 2017 
New publication shares best practices for National Committees on Trade Facilitation  
Af  er the recent entry into force of the landmark Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), a new 
publication reports that many WTO members have set up national bodies for coordinating the 
implementation of the Agreement and would like assistance to ensure their effective 
functioning. The publication released on 2 June details best practices for establishing a National 
Committee on Trade Facilitation (NCTF) based on a survey of over 100 members and observers 
as well as experiences shared at a 2016 workshop. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 10 June 2017] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
Statement 7 June 2017 Office of the Prosecutor 
Statement before the United Nations Security Council on the Situation in Darfur, pursuant to 
UNSCR 1593 (2005)  
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
World Bank Supports Haiti’s Post-Matthew Reconstruction  
First grant of a US$100 million package for long-term reconstruction   
   WASHINGTON, June 8, 2017— The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors approved 
today a US$20 million grant to rehabilitate roads...  
 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news17_e/353rw_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news17_e/353rw_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news17_e/fac_09jun17_e.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=170608-otp-stat-UNSC
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=170608-otp-stat-UNSC
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/06/08/world-bank-supports-haitis-post-matthew-reconstruction
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World Bank Report Shows How to Boost Private Sector Investment in Africa’s Transmission 
Sector  
   COPENHAGEN, June 6, 2017 – A new World Bank report released today called for increased 
private sector investment in Africa’s under-developed electricity transmission infrastructure, a 
vital ingredient...  
 
 
IMF  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
June 6, 2017 
IMF Executive Board Reviews Social Safeguards in Low-income Countries 
:: Poverty reduction is a core objective of IMF programs in low-income countries 
: Staff paper finds that IMF-supported programs in low-income countries protect health and 
education spending 
: Paper recommends increased efforts to strengthen social safety nets in low-income countries 
   On May 26, 2017, the Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) discussed a 
staff paper titled Social Safeguards and Program Design in PRGT and PSI-supported Programs. 
The paper considers how poor and vulnerable groups can be protected in Fund-supported 
programs in low-income countries using measures to safeguard and improve public spending on 
these groups.  
   Poverty reduction is a core objective of IMF programs in low-income countries. Hence, the 
2009 reform of the Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust (PRGT) called for PRGT facilities to 
support policies that safeguard and, where possible, increase social and other priority spending. 
The Fund recommended including a program target on such spending in PRGT-supported 
programs wherever possible. The Fund also recommended the use of measures to mitigate any 
adverse effects of program measures on the most vulnerable. The staff paper looks at 
experience with spending targets and countervailing measures to improve social safety nets, 
which are jointly described as “social safeguards.”  
   The paper finds that targets for social and other priority spending were included in virtually all 
Fund-supported programs in low-income countries, and met in more than two-thirds of cases; 
health and education spending have typically been protected. Moreover, real per capita public 
spending was forecast to rise by 15 percent on average and 43 percent featured fiscal 
expansion at the time of program approval. In other areas, specific reform measures to 
strengthen social safety nets have been used only sparingly.  
   The paper recommends tightening the specification of program targets on social and other 
priority spending to improve the effectiveness of such spending. The focus should be on 
targeting spending where the benefit and impact on the poor is greatest. In addition, the paper 
recommends increased efforts to strengthen social safety nets, which are generally 
underdeveloped in low-income countries… 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
08/06/2017  
AfDB approves €5 million equity investment to support small businesses in sub-Saharan Africa 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/06/06/how-to-boost-private-sector-investment-in-africas-transmission-sector
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/06/06/how-to-boost-private-sector-investment-in-africas-transmission-sector
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?DateFrom=2017-01-01&DateTo=2017-12-31
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2017/06/06/pr17209-imf-executive-board-reviews-social-safeguards-in-low-income-countries
http://www.imf.org/en/Publications/Policy-Papers/Issues/2017/06/01/pp042117social-safeguards-and-program-design-in-prgt-and-psi
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/afdb-approves-eur5-million-equity-investment-to-support-small-businesses-in-sub-saharan-africa-17094/
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  The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank Group (AfDB) has approved a €5 
million equity participation in Investisseur & Partenaire pour le Développement 2 (IPDEV.2), to 
support Small Growing Businesses (SGBs) in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
Somalia - Donors commit to fill US$ 105 million infrastructure projects funding gap 
   02/06/2017 - On 25 May 2017, during the African Development Bank’s Annual Meetings in 
Ahmedabad, India, the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) and the African Development 
Bank (AfDB) organised a meeting with donors and friends of Somalia on “Financing the 
Infrastructure Pillar of Somalia’s National Development Plan (NDP) 2017-19.” 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
5 June 2017 
ADB Supports Energy Reform, Clean and Renewable Energy in Pacific 
   ADB is partnering with governments, communities, and the private sector to help improve the 
availability and quality of clean and affordable sustainable power in the Pacific region, says a 
new ADB report. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017 
7 June 2017 
Information technologies can improve the lives of rural poor people in developing countries  
 
7 June 2017 
New report shows 51 per cent increase in money migrants sent home over last decade, with US 
as top sending country  
   …More than one billion people – one out of seven – are involved in either sending or 
receiving almost half a trillion dollars in remittances every year. Migration flows and the 
remittances that migrants send home are having large-scale impacts on the global economy 
and political landscape. 
   This Report is the first-ever study of ten-year trends in migration and remittance flows and 
shows regional breakdowns over the period 2007-2016. Its analysis and recommendations set 
the stage for discussions at the Global Forum on Remittances, Investment and Development 
2017, taking place on 15-16 June at UN Headquarters in New York. The Forum is organized by 
IFAD, the World Bank and the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA)… 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/somalia-donors-commit-to-fill-us-105-million-infrastructure-projects-funding-gap-17084/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-supports-energy-reform-clean-and-renewable-energy-pacific
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=43761915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=43745920&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=43745920&locale=en_US
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:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 

  
BRAC  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 10 June 2017]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 10 June 2017]  

http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
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http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 10 June 2017]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles      
08-06-2017 | News release  
Philippines: Increased health risks feared among people displaced by Marawi fighting 
   Manila (ICRC) – The start of the rainy season in the Philippines may add burden to the 
thousands of people displaced by the fighting in Marawi City in Lanao del Sur, southern 
Philippines. 
  
 
IFRC   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
Europe, Germany 
IFRC shocked at death of German Red Cross worker in south-west Germany 
   The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is deeply 
shocked and saddened following the death yesterday of a German Red Cross psychologist in the 
city of Saarbrücken. 
8 June 2017 
 
Europe, Russia 
IFRC Secretary General visits Moscow to strengthen cooperation in responding to emergencies 
in Russia and around the world 
   The Secretary General of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC), Elhadj As Sy, has concluded a two-day visit to Moscow aimed at strengthening 
cooperation with Russia to build resilience to crises in the country, the region and the world. 
7 June 2017 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release 
IRC fears for safety of hundreds of thousands used as ‘human shields’ by ISIS as assault on 
Raqqa begins 
June 6, 2017  
 
Press Release  

http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/philippines-increased-health-risks-feared-among-people-displaced-marawi-fighting
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/ifrc-shocked-death-german-red-cross-worker-south-west-germany/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/ifrc-secretary-general-visits-moscow-strengthen-cooperation-responding-emergencies-russia-around-world/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/ifrc-secretary-general-visits-moscow-strengthen-cooperation-responding-emergencies-russia-around-world/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-fears-safety-hundreds-thousands-used-human-shields-isis-assault-raqqa-begins
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-fears-safety-hundreds-thousands-used-human-shields-isis-assault-raqqa-begins
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A new low: spread of cholera plagues famine-affected regions 
June 6, 2017  
Scores of children dying from preventable and curable waterborne disease 
:: Scarcity of clean drinking water and poor sanitation in areas of mass displacement and 
crowding led to a dramatic increase in cases of the waterborne disease 
:: Since early 2017, 130,000 + cases of acute watery diarrhea (AWD) and cholera, and 2,100 + 
related deaths across South Sudan, Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia and Yemen 
:: Situation likely to worsen with rainy season 
:: Malnourished children more susceptible to cholera and five times more likely to die from 
disease 
: Health systems fragmented by conflict and challenges in delivering aid contributed to a high 
death toll 
: IRC scaling up response across the region and calling for international community to step-up 
support to avoid worst-case scenario 
 
 
IRCT  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News  09 Jun 2017  
IRCT concerned about safety of Murad Amriev at the hands of Chechen authorities  
   The IRCT is deeply concerned about the safety of Mr Murad Amriev, a Russian national from 
Chechnya. Mr Amriev is a torture survivor and client of IRCT member centre in Russia, 
Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT). He fled Chechnya in 2013 after being detained 
and tortured by Chechen police and moved to Ukraine. 
 
News   07 Jun 2017  
IRCT condemns kidnapping of Azerbaijani journalist  
   The IRCT strongly condemns the kidnapping of Azerbaijani journalist and human rights 
activist, Mr. Afgan Mukhtarli in Tbilisi, Georgia and his illegal transfer to Azerbaijan, where he 
appeared in custody in Baku, beaten up and charged with smuggling and illegally crossing the 
border. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 10 June 2017]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
June 5, 2017  
Flooded Sri Lanka communities receive emergency food parcels 
Islamic Relief forms response plan after flash flooding and landslides 
   Sri Lanka’s western and southern regions have been hit by the most severe torrential rains 
the country has seen since 2003, killing more than 200 people… 
   According to Sri Lanka’s Disaster Management Centre, 96 people remain missing, with over 
600,000 forced from their homes. 
   More than 1,500 homes have been destroyed and 16 hospitals evacuated since the flooding 
began. 
   Floods, reaching roof level, cut off access to many rural parts of the country but our team in 
Sri Lanka has already distributed dry food packs to 550 families. 
   Islamic Relief is part of a team of international humanitarian organisations who have 
conducted a joint assessment and are now developing and delivering a response plan... 
 

 
Landsea   [to 10 June 2017] 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/new-low-spread-cholera-plagues-famine-affected-regions
http://www.irct.org/
http://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/934
http://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/933
http://irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/933
http://www.islamic-relief.org/
http://www.islamic-relief.org/flooded-sri-lanka-communities-receive-emergency-food-parcels/
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http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 10 June 2017]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 10 June 2017]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Syria: Airstrikes or Minefields—the Deadly Choice Facing Raqqa’s Residents 
   AMSTERDAM/SYRIA, JUNE 9, 2017—Intensified fighting for control of the Syrian city of Raqqa 
has forced civilians to either stay in their homes and villages under heavy bombardment, or 
attempt to leave the city and risk their lives crossing active frontlines and minefields, the 
international medical humanitarian organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) said today. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
[Website not responding at inquiry] 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
8 June 2017 
Yemen cholera killing one person nearly every hour 
   Oxfam is calling for an immediate ceasefire to allow health and aid workers tackle a runaway 
cholera epidemic that threatens the lives of thousands of people in the coming months. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 06. Jun 2017  
Chios: A team of trained staff 
Maria Petrakis|  
   NRC must wind down its operations on the Greek island of Chios by the end of July as 
funding ends. But many Greek staff want to continue to support the refugees… 
 
Published 06. Jun 2017  
A capitulation of Israeli and Palestinian leadership 

http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/syria-airstrikes-or-minefields%E2%80%94-deadly-choice-facing-raqqa%E2%80%99s-residents
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-06-08/yemen-cholera-killing-one-person-nearly-every-hour
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2017/june/a-team-of-trained-staff/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2017/june/a-capitulation-of-israeli-and-palestinian-leadership/
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   Fifty years of occupation of Palestinians and 10 years of siege imposed on Gaza have led to 
increasingly irreversible disintegration of the Palestinian territory and of its people. The 
establishment of a Palestinian state and wider regional stability have become more elusive than 
ever.  
   The Norwegian Refugee Council today warned that unless the ongoing injustices against 
Palestinian civilians are addressed there can be no meaningful peace process… 
 
 
Pact  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Press release | June 07, 2017 
New WHO Designation for Oxygen Could Save Thousands of Lives Globally 
Additional listing for oxygen on the Model List of Essential Medicines part of broader effort by 
PATH and other organizations to improve global health by making oxygen more accessible 
 
Announcement | June 06, 2017 
PATH’s contribution to global disease prevention recognized by US National Vaccine Program 
Office 2017 UpShot Award 
 
 
Plan International  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
07.06.2017  
Photo essay: Families struggle for survival in drought-stricken northern Kenya 
- SO  S Children’s Villages has mobilised emergency relief programmes to address the needs of 
children and families in four East African countries who are struggling with drought and food 
insecurity. … 
 
 

http://www.pactworld.org/
http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/822/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/821/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/821/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/publications/news/kenya-drought-photo-essay
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Tostan  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 10 June 2017]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Freedom House [to 10 June 2017] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
New Report: ‘Breaking Down Democracy’ 
June 5, 2017 
   Free societies face a growing threat from authoritarian leaders who represent a permanent 
and increasingly powerful challenge to liberal democracy as the dominant governing system of 
the 21st century, a new Freedom House report concludes. 
   The report, Breaking Down Democracy: The Goals, Strategies, and Methods of Modern 
Authoritarians, contends that Russia, China, and other repressive regimes have succeeded 
where previous totalitarian systems failed due to their more refined and nuanced strategies of 
control, their exploitation of open societies, and the spread of illiberal policies in democratic 
countries themselves. 
   “The leaders of today’s authoritarian systems devote full-time attention to the challenge of 
crippling the opposition without annihilating it, and flouting the rule of law while maintaining a 
plausible veneer of order, legitimacy, and prosperity,” said Arch Puddington, the report’s 
author… 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
June 09, 2017    
Mobilising partnerships and investment to end violence against children  
by Diana Quick    
   The ChildFund Alliance EU Office co-organized the debate: “Mobilising partnerships and 
investment to end violence against children: A multistakeholder approach in fragile and conflict-
affected contexts” on 8 June 2017, during the European Development Days in Brussels. Our 
partners in organizing the event were World Vision, Global Partnership to End Violence Against 
Children, World Health Organization (WHO), Unicef and the European External Action Service. 
Europe  
 
ChildFund and iCARE join forces to improve education for children in developing countries  

http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/new-report-breaking-down-democracy
https://freedomhouse.org/report/special-reports/breaking-down-democracy-goals-strategies-and-methods-modern-authoritarians
https://freedomhouse.org/report/special-reports/breaking-down-democracy-goals-strategies-and-methods-modern-authoritarians
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
http://childfundalliance.org/news/
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/blog/294-mobilizing-partnerships-and-investment-to-end-violence-against-children
https://childfundalliance.org/our-work/childfund-europe
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage_en/22017/Guidelines%20on%20the%20Promotion%20and%20Protection%20of%20the%20Rights%20of%20the%20Child
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage_en/22017/Guidelines%20on%20the%20Promotion%20and%20Protection%20of%20the%20Rights%20of%20the%20Child
https://www.worldvision.org/
http://www.end-violence.org/
http://www.who.int/en/
https://www.unicef.org/
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage_en
https://childfundalliance.org/tags/europe
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/289-childfund-and-icare-join-forces-to-improve-education-for-children-in-developing-countries
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   SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA - 5 June 2017: Respected international development agencies ChildFund 
Australia and iCARE (International Christian Aid Relief Enterprise) today announced their 
decision to join forces, and combine their decades of experience in delivering high quality 
education programs for children in Asia, Africa and the America 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Jun 9, 2017  
What can we take from the EDD17? 
   CONCORD Europe took part in the 11th edition of the European Development Days, which 
took place on 7th and 8th June 2017 in Brussels. Find below the main take-aways from this 2-
day event. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News 6 June 2017  
Climate inaction: an unconscionable betrayal of future generations 
  Following The Elders' board meeting, Martti Ahtisaari reflects on the importance of maintaining    
multilateralism at the heart of international relations in order to overcome today's greatest 
challenges, particularly climate change. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 10 June 2017] 
www.evidenceaid.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
News  

http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2017/06/09/takes-edd17/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/climate-inaction-unconscionable-betrayal-future-generations
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
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Coca-Cola’s “Project Last Mile” Expands to Liberia and Swaziland Strengthening Health Systems 
across Africa  
08 June 2017  
   Today at the European Development Days, The Coca-Cola Company and its Foundations, in 
partnership with the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, announced the latest 
expansion of “Project Last Mile” with innovative programs to strengthen local health systems in 
Liberia and Swaziland. Launched in 2010 to transform the delivery of medical supplies in 
Tanzania, Project Last Mile has since worked with Ministries of Health in Ghana, Mozambique, 
Nigeria and South Africa to improve the availability of essential medicines.  
 
News  
Remembering Babatunde Osotimehin  
06 June 2017  
   The Global Fund expressed its profound sadness at the news that Babatunde Osotimehin, 
Executive Director of UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, passed away. He was 68 
years old.  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 10 June 2017] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA -International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 10 June 2017] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
Jun 06, 2017  
InterAction Announces Distinguished Recipients of Annual Awards 
   WASHINGTON – Today, InterAction formally announced the individuals to be honored at the 
annual InterAction Forum, recognizing outstanding leadership in international development and 
humanitarian assistance. The 2017 award winners have made significant contributions to 
defend and advocate for... 
 
 
Start Network [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
Denmark launches emergency relief fund  
New Danish crisis fund set up in partnership with Start Network 
by  Hara Caracostas   
05 Jun 17  
News Article  
   Denmark has launched an emergency relief fund, drawing on the Start Fund’s experience, to 
allow the country’s grassroots organisations to respond to crises around the world. The Danish 
Emergency Relief Fund (DERF) is also open to funding for smaller NGOs within countries 
affected by crisis. 

https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2017-06-08-coca-cola-s-project-last-mile-expands-to-liberia-and-swaziland-strengthening-health-systems-across-africa/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2017-06-08-coca-cola-s-project-last-mile-expands-to-liberia-and-swaziland-strengthening-health-systems-across-africa/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2017-06-06-remembering-babatunde-osotimehin/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases
https://www.interaction.org/newsroom/news-releases/interaction-announces-distinguished-recipients-annual-awards
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/danish-emergency-relief-fund-derf-launched-partnership-start-network
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   The DERF is managed by CISU, a network of around 280 Danish grassroots organisations, in 
partnership with Save the Children Denmark (SCD) and the Start Network. It is funded by the 
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs from until the end of 2019, with annual allocations to be 
approved under the Danish Finance Act. 
   The Start Network is part of the steering committee for the DERF and has advised on its set 
up, to ensure complentarity with the Start Fund… 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 

CHS Alliance  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
Jun 06, 2017 
A new home for Development Initiatives’ work on humanitarian financing 
News  
   Following Development Initiatives’ strategic review and launch of the new DI brand, we have 
integrated our work on humanitarian assistance into our wider portfolio on crisis, risk, 
resilience, peace and security, and domestic financing. 
   Our analysis on humanitarian assistance and related aid flows can now be found on DI’s main 
website at devinit.org/themes/humanitarian. This new section of the DI website replaces the 
Global Humanitarian Assistance website and builds on our work to highlight the importance of 
links between the humanitarian and development sectors. 
   Our humanitarian financing work provides independent analysis for evidence-based decision-
making and improved accountability and effectiveness in humanitarian contexts – both in 
response to humanitarian crises and for resilience building. We have carried out analysis in this 
field since 2000 when we established our Global Humanitarian Assistance project. While the 
look and location of our work has now changed in line with our strategic review and new brand, 
we maintain our rigorous approach and high-quality analysis. 
   The Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2017 – the go-to resource on international 
financing for humanitarian crises – will be published on www.devinit.org on Wednesday 21 June 
2017. 
 

https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news
http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://devinit.org/news/
http://devinit.org/post/new-home-development-initiatives-work-humanitarian-financing/
http://devinit.org/themes/humanitarian
http://devinit.org/post/global-humanitarian-assistance-report-2016/
http://www.devinit.org/
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EHLRA/R2HC   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ODI   [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Selected Reports and Studies 
Enhancing climate change development programmes in Uganda  
Working and discussion papers | June 2017 | Elizabeth Carabine, Shuaib Lwasa, Ambrose 
Buyinza and Benon Nabaasa 
   Investment in the livestock sector can leverage development, employment opportunities and 
other socioeconomic benefits for both Karamoja and Uganda. 
 
From Grand Bargain to beneficiary: an analysis of funding flows through the humanitarian 
system  
Research reports and studies | June 2017 | Barnaby Willitts-King, Tasneem Mowjee and Lydia 
Poole 
   This study has been a first attempt at answering the apparently simple and important 
question: ‘How much funding reaches humanitarian aid beneficiaries?’  
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 10 June 2017] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 08 Jun 2017  
Unlocking $10 trillion of Value in B2B Platforms: But Ensuring Trust Remains a Challenge  
 
World Economic Forum to Support 22 Countries and EU in Doubling Investment in Clean Energy 
R&D by 2021  

http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://phap.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
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https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/06/world-economic-forum-to-support-22-countries-and-eu-in-doubling-investment-in-clean-energy-r-d-by-2021
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News 08 Jun 2017  
 
World’s Leading Strategists Meet in San Francisco to Evaluate Societal and Business Impact of 
Fourth Industrial Revolution  
News 06 Jun 2017  
 
Pledge to Stop Illegal Tuna Fishing and Related Forced Labour on the High Seas by 2020  
News 05 Jun 2017  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 
 

Aga Khan Foundation   [to 10 June 2017] 
8 June 2017 
Aga Khan Hospital opens new State-of-the-Art Laboratory and Low Cost Inpatient Unit  
   Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 8 June 2017 - Princess Zahra Aga Khan and Dr. Dorothy Gwajima, 
Acting Director of Curative Services at the Ministry of Health, Community Development, Gender, 
Elderly and Children today jointly opened a new state-of-the-art laboratory and a low cost 
inpatient unit at the Aga Khan Hospital in Dar es Salaam. 
   Additional and expanded facilities within the hospital are being established as part of the 
Phase 2 Expansion of the hospital alongside the on-going construction of the new 14,000 sq. 
metre wing. The total cost of the expansion is approximately US$ 80 million, which includes a 
Tzs 120 billion (US$53.5million) loan facility from the French Development Agency Agence 
Francaise de Developpement (AFD) and a Tzs 60 billion (US$ 26.3 million) grant from the Aga 
Khan Development Network. 
   The new state-of-the-art medical laboratory in Tanzania is designed, built and equipped to 
the highest international standards,.. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  

https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/06/world-s-leading-strategists-meet-in-san-francisco-to-evaluate-societal-and-business-impact-of-fourth-industrial-revolution
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https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/06/pledge-to-stop-illegal-tuna-fishing-and-related-forced-labour-on-the-high-seas-by-2020
http://www.akdn.org/press-release/aga-khan-hospital-opens-new-state-of-art-laboratory-and-low-cost-inpatient-unit
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical •  No 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
June 9, 2017  
Information supply and demand in cyber policymaking   
    Cybersecurity is a huge and growing concern for industry, civil society, and the government 
officials who must make decisions about new cyber policies to meet evolving threats. How are 
those policymakers getting the information and analysis they need to make those decisions? 
The perspectives of industry and government experts are well-represented in those 
deliberations, but the current supply of research from academia and civil society organizations is 
not well aligned with policymakers’ needs. 
   That’s one finding from new research from RTI International commissioned by the Hewlett 
Foundation’s Cyber Initiative to understand how the cyber policy community can better meet 
the needs of government officials and inform cyber policy. RTI interviewed 39 current and 
former government officials in key cyber policymaking roles, and the results suggest that 
officials do value information and resources produced by researchers, policy experts, and others 
outside government, but not all members of the cyber policy community are viewed as 
providing equally useful information. 
   The full report outlines recommendations for improving cyber policy supply and demand at 
the federal level, as well as presenting two case studies focused on cyber policymaking at the 
state level in California and Washington. 
 
June 8, 2017  
The future of truth: Can philanthropy help mitigate misinformation?   
   The introduction of terms like “fake news” and “post-truth” in recent years doesn’t bode well 
for democracy, which hinges on the need of citizens to either share a common understanding of 
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facts, or willingly defer to institutions to parse truth from fiction. American institutions – 
government, media and elites – used to reflect a broad…  
By  Kelly Born  
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Jun 07 2017  
Science Education 
24 Institutions Commit to Diversity and Inclusion Through 2017 HHMI Inclusive Excellence 
Initiative 
Summary 
HHMI has selected 24 schools in the first round of the Inclusive Excellence initiative, a program 
that aims to help increase the capacity of colleges and universities to effectively engage all 
students so that they can be successful in science, especially undergraduates who enter four-
year institutions via nontraditional pathways. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
June 7, 2017 
WKKF announces departure of Dr. Gail C. Christopher 
   BATTLE CREEK, Mich. – The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) today announced the departure 
of Dr. Gail C. Christopher, senior advisor and vice president for TRHT, effective Aug. 31, 2017. 
   After a decade of executive leadership, Christopher has decided to exercise her option for 
retirement from the foundation and devote her creative energy to writing, speaking and 
developing the Ntianu Center for Healing and Nature in Maryland. Christopher founded the 
Ntianu Center for Healing and Nature to honor the memory of her firstborn child who died in 
infancy… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
June 9, 2017  
Coral reefs: beautiful, vital and fragile  
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   … The foundation, through its Science Program, supported Palumbi and collaborators John 
Pringle and Arthur Grossman, also at Stanford, to lead efforts in better understanding 1) the 
mechanisms of coral resilience when exposed to stress and 2) the earliest and most reliable 
indicators of coral stress in response to changing environmental conditions. Research in this 
area has been hindered by a lack of basic cellular and molecular biological knowledge of coral 
symbionts – the critically important single-celled algae that live within coral tissues – and the 
effects of changing environmental conditions on the mutually beneficial interactions between 
the two. 
 
June 7, 2017  
Sequencing the genome of a powerful green alga  
   Plant biologists and other researchers at UC Berkeley, UCLA and UC San Francisco have 
sequenced the genome of an important green alga. Scientifically known as Chromochloris 
zofingiensis, or C. zofingiensis, this single-celled organism could play a powerful role in our 
health and the production of food and clean energy. As co-senior author Sabeeha Merchant, a 
UCLA professor of biochemistry, put it, “knowing the genome is like having a ‘dictionary’ of the 
alga’s approximately 15,000 genes.”   
   With this knowledge, researchers can gain a deeper understanding of how the alga functions 
and ask or address fundamental questions in ways not previously possible. These inquiries 
might be into the green algal lineage, basic biology of green photosynthetic organisms or how 
to improve commercial production and more. The research was recently published in 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 
 
June 6, 2017  
Delivering care that 'high-need' patients need and want  
   Janet Corrigan, chief program officer of the Moore Foundation's Patient Care Program, has 
spent her entire career working to improve our health care system and the care that people 
receive. She has played critical roles in areas of patient safety, quality improvement, 
performance measurement, public reporting and value-based payment. In a recent Health 
Affairs blog post, Dr. Corrigan and her co-authors shine light on a critical challenge facing U.S. 
health care: delivering care that people with serious illness need and want. 
 
June 5, 2017  
Tuna 2020 Traceability Declaration: Stopping illegal tuna from coming to market  
   Through its Oceans and Seafood Markets Initiative, the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
is supporting work to eliminate the overfishing and coastal and marine habitat degradation 
resulting from the production of globally traded seafood commodities, including tuna.    
"Traceability," or the ability to track sourcing and production throughout the supply chain for 
commodities like tuna is critical to safeguarding the health of ocean ecosystems and improving 
sustainability in the seafood industry.  
   In a major commitment to stopping illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and improving 
the health of global tuna populations, a new Tuna 2020 Traceability Declaration has just been 
announced at the United Nations’ first global Ocean Conference. The declaration has been 
widely endorsed by companies across the tuna supply chain, as well as national governments 
and civil society. Created in response to the U.N.’s Sustainable Development Goals for the 
conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas and marine resources, the declaration 
encourages collaboration and data sharing among harvesters, processors and retailers, and 
related government and civil society… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
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https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
June 06, 2017 
Pew: Report Shows Debt Affordability Studies Help States Manage Borrowing 
Press Release 
   While 27 states conduct debt affordability studies, only nine produce studies with all the 
necessary elements to give policymakers a clear understanding of their state’s debt levels, 
according to a report released today by The Pew Charitable Trusts. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
June 9, 2017 Issue Brief  
How Is Health Care Utilization Changing? 
   As seen in the latest report from the Altarum Institute, coverage expansion plateaued in 2016 
yet health care spending growth continues to increase.  
 
June 6, 2017 Issue Brief  
How Repealing and Replacing the ACA Could Reduce Access to Mental Health and Substance 
Use Disorder Treatment and Parity Protections 
   Analysis by the Urban Institute finds the American Health Care Act (AHCA) could limit access 
to mental health and substance abuse treatment. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 10 June 2017] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
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other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 10 June 2017] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Explainer / Published: 5 June 2017  
EC report: testing on non-human primates falling but still needed 
   A European Commission report on the use of non-human primates in research says there has 
been sustained scientific progress and a reduction in primate use and suffering, but still more 
can be done. 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
June 01, 2017 Volume 45, Issue 6, p583-702, e53-e68  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
107(6), June 2017 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 96, Issue 6, 2017  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
Perspective Pieces  
The Cuba–United States Thaw: Building Bridges Through Science and Global Health  
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Authors: Daniel G. Bausch, Vivian Kouri, Sonia Resik, Belsy Acosta, Gerardo Guillen, Karen 
Goraleski, Marcos Espinal and Maria G. Guzman  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0136  
 
Review Articles  
The Human Microbiome in the Fight Against Tuberculosis  
Authors: Madeleine R. Wood, Elaine A. Yu and Saurabh Mehta  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0581  
Abstract 
The human microbiome is an intriguing potentially modifiable risk factor in our arsenal against 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the leading infectious disease killer globally. Previous studies have 
shown associations between the human microbiome and pulmonary disease states; however, 
etiological links between the microbiome and tuberculosis (TB) infection or disease remain 
unclear. Immunomodulatory roles of the microbiome may prove to be a critical asset in the host 
response against TB, including in preventing TB infection, reducing progression from latency, 
mitigating disease severity, and lowering the incidence of drug resistance and coinfections. This 
review examined the associations between TB and the gut and lung microbiome. Eight studies 
were identified through a PubMed database search, including one animal study (N = 1), case 
report (N = 1), and case–control studies (N = 6). TB infection and disease were associated with 
reduced gastrointestinal microbial diversity in a murine model and human case report. Sputum 
microbial diversity differed by TB status in case–control studies, although some reported 
heterogeneous findings. Current evidence suggests that the gut and lung microbiome are 
associated with TB infection and disease. However, as studies are limited, etiological and 
longitudinal research is needed to determine clinical relevance. 
 
Articles  
High Hepatitis E Seroprevalence Among Displaced Persons in South Sudan  
Authors: Andrew S. Azman, Malika Bouhenia, Anita S. Iyer, John Rumunu, Richard Lino Laku, 
Joseph F. Wamala, Isabel Rodriguez-Barraquer, Justin Lessler, Etienne Gignoux, Francisco J. 
Luquero, Daniel T. Leung, Emily S. Gurley and Iza Ciglenecki  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0620  
 
Evaluation of the Field Performance of ImmunoCard STAT!® Rapid Diagnostic Test 
for Rotavirus in Dadaab Refugee Camp and at the Kenya–Somalia Border  
Authors: Maurice Ope, Raymond Nyoka, Ahmed Unshur, Fredrick O. Oyier, Shafe A. Mowlid, 
Brian Owino, Steve B. Ochieng, Charles I. Okello, Joel M. Montgomery, Burton Wagacha, 
Aleksandar Galev, Abdikadir Abdow, Mathew D. Esona, Jacqueline Tate, David Fitter, Susan T. 
Cookson, Balajee Arunmozhi and Nina Marano  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0885  
 
Phase 1 Randomized Study of a Tetravalent Dengue Purified Inactivated Vaccine in 
Healthy Adults in the United States  
Authors: Alexander C. Schmidt, Leyi Lin, Luis J. Martinez, Richard C. Ruck, Kenneth H. Eckels, 
Alix Collard, Rafael De La Barrera, Kristopher M. Paolino, Jean-François Toussaint, Edith Lepine, 
Bruce L. Innis, Richard G. Jarman and Stephen J. Thomas  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0634  
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
6 June 2017 Vol: 166, Issue 11  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 10 June 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2017; volume 2, issue 1 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 10 June 2017) 
Research article 
Perceptions of quality across the maternal care continuum in the context of a health 
financing intervention: Evidence from a mixed methods study in rural Malawi  
In 2013, Malawi with its development partners introduced a Results-Based Financing for 
Maternal and Newborn Health (RBF4MNH) intervention to improve the quality of maternal and 
newborn health-care services.  
Christabel Kambala, Julia Lohmann, Jacob Mazalale, Stephan Brenner, Malabika Sarker, 
Adamson S. Muula and Manuela De Allegri 
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:392  
Published on: 8 June 2017 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 10 June 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 10 June 2017)  
Research article 
Development of a consensus operational definition of child assent for research  
Alan R. Tait and Michael E. Geisser 
Published on: 9 June 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
There is currently no consensus from the relevant stakeholders regarding the operational and 
construct definitions of child assent for research. As such, the requirements for assent are often 
construed in different ways, institutionally disparate, and often conflated with those of parental 
consent. Development of a standardized operational definition of assent would thus be 
important to ensure that investigators, institutional review boards, and policy makers consider 
the assent process in the same way. To this end, we describe a Delphi study that provided 
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consensus from a panel of expert stakeholders regarding the definitions of child assent for 
research. 
Methods 
Based on current guidelines, a preliminary definition of assent was generated and sent out for 
review to a Delphi panel including pediatric bioethicists and researchers, Institutional Review 
Board members, parents, and individuals with regulatory/legal expertise. For each subsequent 
review, the process of summarizing and revising responses was repeated until consensus was 
achieved. Panelists were also required to rank order elements of assent that they believed were 
most important in defining the underlying constructs of the assent process (e.g., capacity for 
assent, disclosure). In providing these rankings, panelists were asked to frame their responses 
in the contexts of younger (≤ 11 yrs) and adolescents/older children (12-17 yrs) in non-
therapeutic and therapeutic trials. Summary rankings of the most important identified elements 
were then used to generate written construct definitions which were sent out for iterative 
reviews by the expert panel. 
Results 
Consensus regarding the operational definition was reached by 14/18 (78%) of the panel 
members. Seventeen (94%) panelists agreed with the definitions of capacity for assent, 
elements of disclosure for younger children, and the requirements for meaningful assent, 
respectively. Fifteen (83%) members agreed with the elements of disclosure for 
adolescents/older children. 
Conclusions 
It is hoped that this study will positively inform and effect change in the way investigators, 
regulators, and IRBs operationalize the assent process, respect children’s developing autonomy, 
and in concert with parental permission, ensure the protection of children who participate in 
research. 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 10 June 2017)  
Research article 
Assessing the efficiency of catch-up campaigns for the introduction of 
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine: a modelling study based on data from PCV10 
introduction in Kilifi, Kenya  
The World Health Organisation recommends the use of catch-up campaigns as part of the 
introduction of pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCVs) to accelerate herd protection and 
hence PCV impact. The value of a catch-up campaign is a trade-off between the costs of 
vaccinating additional age groups and the benefit of additional direct and indirect protection. 
There is a paucity of observational data, particularly from low- and middle-income countries, to 
quantify the optimal breadth of such catch-up campaigns… We find that catch-up campaigns 
are a highly dose-efficient way to accelerate population protection against pneumococcal 
disease. 
Stefan Flasche, John Ojal, Olivier Le Polain de Waroux, Mark Otiende, Katherine L. O’Brien, 
Moses Kiti, D. James Nokes, W John Edmunds and J. Anthony G. Scott 
Published on: 7 June 2017 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 10 June 2017) 
Research article 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-017-0882-9
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-017-0882-9
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-017-0882-9
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
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Associations between perceptions of care and women’s childbirth experience: a 
population-based cross-sectional study in Rwanda  
In recent years Rwanda has achieved remarkable improvement in quality of maternity care 
services but there is evidence of deficiencies in care quality in terms of disrespectful care. 
Women’s overall childbirth... 
Judith U. Mukamurigo, Marie Berg, Joseph Ntaganira, Laetitia Nyirazinyoye and Anna Dencker 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2017 17:181  
Published on: 9 June 2017 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 10 June 2017) 
Research article 
Immunization, urbanization and slums – a systematic review of factors and 
interventions  
Tim Crocker-Buque, Godwin Mindra, Richard Duncan and Sandra Mounier-Jack 
BMC Public Health 2017 17:556  
Published on: 8 June 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
In 2014, over half (54%) of the world’s population lived in urban areas and this proportion will 
increase to 66% by 2050. This urbanizing trend has been accompanied by an increasing 
number of people living in urban poor communities and slums. Lower immunization coverage is 
found in poorer urban dwellers in many contexts. This study aims to identify factors associated 
with immunization coverage in poor urban areas and slums, and to identify interventions to 
improve coverage. 
Methods 
We conducted a systematic review, searching Medline, Embase, Global Health, CINAHL, Web of 
Science and The Cochrane Database with broad search terms for studies published between 
2000 and 2016. 
Results 
Of 4872 unique articles, 327 abstracts were screened, leading to 63 included studies: 44 
considering factors and 20 evaluating interventions (one in both categories) in 16 low or 
middle-income countries. A wide range of socio-economic characteristics were associated with 
coverage in different contexts. Recent rural-urban migration had a universally negative effect. 
Parents commonly reported lack of awareness of immunization importance and difficulty 
accessing services as reasons for under-immunization of their children. Physical distance to 
clinics and aspects of service quality also impacted uptake. We found evidence of effectiveness 
for interventions involving multiple components, especially if they have been designed with 
community involvement. Outreach programmes were effective where physical distance was 
identified as a barrier. Some evidence was found for the effective use of SMS (text) messaging 
services, community-based education programmes and financial incentives, which warrant 
further evaluation. No interventions were identified that provided services to migrants from 
rural areas. 
Conclusion 
Different factors affect immunization coverage in different urban poor and slum contexts. 
Immunization services should be designed in collaboration with slum-dwelling communities, 
considering the local context. Interventions should be designed and tested to increase 
immunization in migrants from rural areas. 
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BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 10 June 2017) 
Research note 
Dog rabies data reported to multinational organizations from Southern and Eastern 
African countries  
Rabies is one of the viral diseases with the highest case fatality rate in humans. The main 
transmission route to humans is through bites, especially of infected dogs. Decisions on the 
allocation of resources ... 
Tariku Jibat Beyene, Monique C. M. Mourits and Henk Hogeveen 
BMC Research Notes 2017 10:199  
Published on: 8 June 2017 
 
 
BMJ Open 
June 2017 - Volume 7 - 6 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 95, Number 6, June 2017, 389-480 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/6/en/ 
Special theme: measuring quality of care 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
July 2017   Volume 43, Issue 4  Pages 463–625 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
May 2017 Volume 39, Issue 5, p873-1076  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/issue/S0149-2918(17)X0005-2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
November/December 2016  Volume 21, Issue S2  Pages 1–642 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 10 June 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
https://bmcresnotes.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13104-017-2527-7
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Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
June 2017 - Volume 30 - Issue 3  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
April 2017  Volume 17, Issue 1  Pages 1–60 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 27, Issue 3 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
July 2017   Volume 35, Issue 4  Pages 439–597 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-4/issuetoc 
Special Issue: European Union Development Policy: Collective Action in Times of 
Global Transformation and Domestic Crisis 
Articles 
European Union Development Policy: Collective Action in Times of Global 
Transformation and Domestic Crisis (pages 441–453) 
Thilo Bodenstein, Jörg Faust and Mark Furness 
Version of Record online: 20 OCT 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/dpr.12189 
 
The Normative Distinctiveness of the European Union in International Development: 
Stepping Out of the Shadow of the World Bank? (pages 493–511) 
Jan Orbie, Sarah Delputte, Fabienne Bossuyt, Petra Debusscher, Karen Del Biondo, Vicky 
Reynaert and Joren Verschaeve 
Version of Record online: 19 OCT 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/dpr.12192 
 
China in Africa: What challenges for a reforming European Union development 
policy? Illustrations from country cases (pages 549–566) 
Sven Grimm and Christine Hackenesch 
Version of Record online: 19 OCT 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/dpr.12195 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 12, Issue 5, 2017  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 11 - Issue 2 - April 2017 

http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-1/issuetoc
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
April 2017  Volume 41, Issue 2  Pages 209–426 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
01 June 2017; volume 18, issue 6 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/6?current-issue=y 
Science & Society 
Agricultural pest control with CRISPR‐based gene drive: time for public 
debateShould we use gene drive for pest control?  
Virginie Courtier‐Orgogozo, Baptiste Morizot, Christophe Boëte 

   Gene drive technology to control disease vectors or pests has great potential for addressing 
humanitarian and public health problems. Its application for pest control in agriculture, 
however, raises important environmental, social and ethical issues.  
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
June 2017 - Volume 34 - 6 
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 23, Number 6—June 2017   
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 18, Pages 1-112 (March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
Multi-model comparisons for neglected tropical diseases - validation and projection 
Edited by Déirdre Hollingsworth and Graham Medley 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1 
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 145 - Issue 8 - June 2017  
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http://embor.embopress.org/content/18/6/878
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Spring 2017 (Issue 31.1) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/spring-2017-issue-31-1/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 27, Issue 3, June 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 69, Pages 1-280 (May 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/69 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 9, Issue 3, June 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/3/page/1 
Original Paper 
Inuit food security in canada: arctic marine ethnoecology  
Paul Watts, Konstantia Koutouki, Shawn Booth, Susan Blum 
 
Original Paper 
Impact of a participatory agroecological development project on household wealth 
and food security in Malawi  
Joseph Kangmennaang, Rachel Bezner Kerr, Esther Lupafya, Laifolo Dakishoni… Pages 561-576  
 
Original Paper 
Maize yield response, nitrogen use efficiency and financial returns to fertilizer on 
smallholder farms in southern Africa  
Bashir Jama, David Kimani, Rebbie Harawa, Abednego Kiwia Mavuthu… Pages 577-593  
 
Original Paper 
Innovative and beneficial informal sweetpotato seed private enterprise in northern 
Uganda  
Paul Rachkara, David Paul Phillips, Stephen Wamala Kalule… Pages 595-610  
Download PDF (4896KB) View Article  
 
Original Paper 
Determinants and income effect of yam postharvest loss management: evidence 
from the Zabzugu District of Northern Ghana  
Isaac Gershon Kodwo Ansah, Bright K. D. Tetteh, Samuel A. Donkoh 
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Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 44, Issue 2, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Vol. 10, No. 2, Fall 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
Non-State Aspects of Genocide 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 9, Issue 2, June 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12371/9/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 10, 2017 – Supplement 2  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/10/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
March 24, 2017, 5 (1) 
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 12, 2017   Issue 8  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
Article 
How can we better serve adolescent key populations? Strategies to encourage and 
inform future data collection, analysis, and use 
Robyn Dayton, Paul Nary, Joy Cunningham, Kate F Plourde, Kimberly Green, Samuel Wambugu, 
Mahesh Shrestha, Bolatito Aiyenigba & Evelyn Ngige 
Pages: 941-953 
Published online: 24 Apr 2016 
 
Article 
From emergency to sustainability: shifting objectives in the US Government's HIV 
response in Tanzania 
Meredith G. Marten 
Pages: 988-1003 
Published online: 26 Nov 2015 
 
 
Globalization and Health 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
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http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 10 June 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
June 2017; Volume 36, Issue 6  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: Pursuing Health Equity 
From The Editor-in-Chief 
Pursuing Health Equity  
Alan R. Weil 
Extract 
If equity is one dimension of what the Institute of Medicine (IOM) defined as health care 
quality, what are the obligations of the health care sector to achieve health equity? Early 
evidence of health disparities led to a focus on the health care system—the roles of bias and 
discrimination, as captured by the title of the 2003 IOM report Unequal Treatment. Yet as 
Steven Woolf points out in his lead paper, growing understanding of the role of social factors in 
determining health outcomes makes it clear that achieving equity requires widening the lens. 
This month’s Health Affairs examines health equity from both perspectives: equity in care, and 
the relationship between social factors and health equity.  
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 19, Issue 1, June 2017 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Section: Abortion and Human Rights 
GUEST EDITORS Alicia Ely Yamin, Paola Bergallo, and Marge Berer 
EDITORIAL  Narratives of Essentialism and Exceptionalism: The Challenges and 
Possibilities of Using Human Rights to Improve Access to Safe Abortion 
Alicia Ely Yamin and Paola Bergallo 
[17 articles in this section] 
 
Special Section on Drug Control and Human Rights 
GUEST EDITORS Rick Lines and Julie Hannah 
EDITORIAL The Case for International Guidelines on Human Rights and Drug 
Control 
Rick Lines, Richard Elliott, Julie Hannah, Rebecca Schleifer, Tenu Avafia, and Damon Barrett 
[4 articles in this section] 
 
General Papers 
PERSPECTIVE Human Rights in the World Health Organization: Views of the 
Director-General Candidates 
Benjamin Mason Meier 
 
PERSPECTIVE Unstoppable: How Advocates Persevered in the Fight for Justice for 
Haitian Cholera Victims 
Adam Houston 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
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Volume 12 - Issue 3 - July 2017  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 32, Issue 5  June 2017 
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 10 June 2017] 
Research 
Health systems research in fragile and conflict affected states: a qualitative study of 
associated challenges  
Tim Martineau, Aniek Woodward, Kate Sheahan and Egbert Sondorp 
Published on: 7 June 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
High quality health systems research (HSR) in fragile and conflict-affected states (FCAS) is 
essential to guiding the policies and programmes that will improve access to health services 
and, ultimately, health outcomes. Yet, conducting HSR in FCAS is challenging. An understanding 
of these challenges is essential to tackling them and to supporting research conducted in these 
complex environments. Led by the Thematic Working Group on Health Systems in FCAS, the 
primary aim of this study was to develop a research agenda on HSR in FCAS. The secondary 
aim was to identify the challenges associated with conducting HSR in these contexts. This paper 
presents these challenges. 
Methods 
Guided by a purposely-selected steering group, this qualitative study collected respondents’ 
perspectives through an online survey (n = 61) and a group discussion at the Third Global 
Symposium on HSR in September 2014 (n = 11). Respondents with knowledge and/or 
experience of HSR in FCAS were intentionally recruited. 
Results 
Of those ever involved in HSR in FCAS (45/61, 75%), almost all (98%) experienced challenges 
in conducting their research. Challenges fall under three broad thematic areas: (1) lack of 
appropriate support; (2) complex local research environment, including access constraints, 
weak local research capacity, collaboration challenges and lack of trust in the research process; 
and (3) limited research application, including rapidly outdated findings and lack of engagement 
with the research process and results. 
Conclusions 
This study shows that those familiar with HSR in FCAS face many challenges in gaining support 
for and in conducting and applying high-quality research. There is a need for more sustainable 
support, including commitment to and long-term funding of HSR in FCAS; investment in 
capacity building within FCAS to meet the challenges related to implementation of research in 
these complex environments; relationship and trust building among stakeholders involved in 
HSR, particularly between local and international researchers and between researchers and 
participants; and innovative and flexible approaches to research design and implementation in 
these insecure and rapidly changing contexts. 
 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0204-x
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0204-x


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 39, Number 2, May 2017 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/36209 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
http://odihpn.org/magazine/the-humanitarian-consequences-of-violence-in-central-america/ 
Number 69   June 2017 
The humanitarian consequences of violence in Central America 
   Over the last decade organised criminal violence in Central America has resulted in some of 
the highest homicide rates in the world. This violence has also generated a marked upsurge in 
forced displacement within countries, across the region and northwards into the United States 
and Mexico. 
   Jan Egeland, in his lead article for this issue of Humanitarian Exchange, calls this upsurge in 
forced displacement a crisis of protection on a scale unprecedented for areas not at war. 
   Wendy Cue and Vicente Raimundo Núñez-Flores point out there is a reluctance among 
governments and assistance providers to acknowledge and frame responses to the 
humanitarian dimensions of this crisis. 
   Reinforcing this point in his article on El Salvador, Noah Bullock adds that the main challenge 
for humanitarian actors lies in identifying and assisting people in hiding without putting them or 
assistance providers in more danger. 
   David James Cantor and Malte Plewa analyse the dynamics of organised criminal violence and 
caution against underestimating the practical and conceptual challenges in responding to it. 
   Sabrina Stein and Colin Walch explore the nexus between humanitarian action and 
development in addressing the consequences of violence. 
   Robert Muggah argues for flexible, adaptable and localised violence prevention and 
emergency response programmes in conjunction with civic authorities and community partners. 
   Giovanni Bassu outlines the need for official recognition of forced internal displacement and 
the adoption of laws and policies in line with the UN’s Guiding Principles on Internal 
Displacement. 
   Marc Bosch and Elena Estrada discuss the strategies Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is using 
in Mexico to address the negative impact of forced migration on the wellbeing of refugees and 
migrants. 
   Finally, in their article on armed violence and missing persons, Olivier Dubois and Rocío 
Maldonado de la Fuente discuss the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)’s 
experience in the region. 
   Articles in the Practice and Policy Notes section reflect on power, roles and ownership in 
humanitarian shelter assistance, focusing on the concept of ‘self-recovery’, and humanitarian 
standards in urban, post-disaster contexts, with reference to a study of Sphere shelter 
standards in Haiti. 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 6, No 2 (2016) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/16 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  

http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/36209
http://odihpn.org/magazine/the-humanitarian-consequences-of-violence-in-central-america/
http://odihpn.org/magazine/the-humanitarian-consequences-of-violence-in-central-america/
http://odihpn.org/magazine/central-america-at-the-tipping-point
http://odihpn.org/magazine/according-need-humanitarian-responses-violence-central-america
http://odihpn.org/magazine/towards-response-addressing-forced-displacement-violence-el-salvador
http://odihpn.org/magazine/forced-displacement-violent-crime
http://odihpn.org/magazine/non-conventional-violence-central-america-mexico-case-integrated-humanitarian-development-approach
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-response-central-americas-fragile-cities
http://odihpn.org/magazine/strengthening-state-regional-responses-central-americas-forced-displacement-crisis
http://odihpn.org/magazine/forced-to-flee-the-humanitarian-crisis-on-americas-doorstep
http://odihpn.org/magazine/armed-violence-missing-mexico-central-america
http://odihpn.org/magazine/armed-violence-missing-mexico-central-america
http://odihpn.org/magazine/whose-recovery-power-roles-na-downership-humanitarian-shelter-assistance
http://odihpn.org/magazine/whose-recovery-power-roles-na-downership-humanitarian-shelter-assistance
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-standards-urban-post-disaster-contexts-study-sphere-shelter-s
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-standards-urban-post-disaster-contexts-study-sphere-shelter-s
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/16
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http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 10 June 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 10 June 2017]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 9, Issue 3  May 2017 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 4, No 6 (2017)   June 2017 
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/25 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 20, Pages 1-162 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/20 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 46, Issue 2    April 2017 
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Women’s Health 
Child marriage and intimate partner violence: a comparative study of 34 countries  
Rachel Kidman  
Abstract  
Background: Studies in South Asia suggest that child marriage is a strong risk factor for 
intimate partner violence (IPV), but evidence outside the region is lacking. 
Methods: This study uses standardized data from demographic and health surveys in 34 
countries to test the hypothesis that young women (age 20–24) who married as children are at 
increased risk of past year physical and/or sexual IPV as compared with those women who 
married as adults. 
Results: Globally, 9% of respondents were married before they turned 15; another 25% were 
married between the ages of 15 and 17. Past year physical and/or sexual IPV was higher 
among women who married as children (29%) compared with those who married as adults 

http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/2
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/25
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/20
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
https://academic.oup.com/ije/article/46/2/662/2417355/Child-marriage-and-intimate-partner-violence-a
https://academic.oup.com/ije/search-results?f_Authors=Rachel+Kidman
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(20%). This difference persisted in logistic regression models that adjust for sociodemographic 
characteristics [odds ratio (OR) 1.41 (1.30–1.52) for marriage before 15, and 1.42 (1.35–1.50) 
for marriage at 15–17]. However, there was considerable heterogeneity between countries: 
marriage before age 15 was associated with a combined measure of past year physical and/or 
sexual IPV in nine countries; women married between 15 and 17 were at increased risk of 
physical and/or sexual IPV in 19 countries. This heterogeneity was most evident in sub-Saharan 
Africa, and warrants further investigation in so far as it may help identify protective policies and 
norms. 
Conclusion: Substantial reductions in IPV will likely require interventions to combat child 
marriage itself and to protect women from IPV within child marriages. 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 23, Issue 7, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
Nostalgia and Heritage: Potentials, Mobilisations and Effects 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare 
Vol. 10 Issue: 2, pp.-, doi: 10.1108/IJHRH-10-2016-0018 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijhrh/10/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
June 2017 Volume 59, p1-156  
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(17)X0006-4 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 24, 2017 - Issue 4 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Spring 2017  Volume 51, Issue 1  Pages 1–287, e1–e16 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2017.51.issue-1/issuetoc 
HEALTH-RELATED ISSUES OF IMMIGRANTS IN THE UNITED STATES 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
March 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 1  
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijhrh/10/2
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(17)X0006-4
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2017.51.issue-1/issuetoc
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx
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June 6, 2017, Vol 317, No. 21, Pages 2145-2248  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Editorial 
Progress Toward Achieving UNAIDS 90-90-90 in Rural Communities in East Africa  
Carlos del Rio, MD; Wendy S. Armstrong, MD  
JAMA. 2017;317(21):2172-2174. doi:10.1001/jama.2017.5704  
Preview 
In recent years, the results of several studies, including Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) 
Prevention Trials Network (HPTN) 052,1 Strategic Timing of Antiretroviral Treatment (START),2 
and Trial of Early Antiretrovirals and Isoniazid Preventive Therapy in Africa (TEMPRANO),3 have 
rapidly changed the global approach to HIV treatment and have raised the possibility of ending 
AIDS by 2030. These 3 studies demonstrated that HIV-infected persons with viral suppression 
receiving antiretroviral therapy (ART) do not transmit HIV to their uninfected sex partners,1 and 
that initiating ART resulted in net health benefits to HIV-infected persons in high-income and 
low-income countries regardless of CD4 lymphocyte count.2,3 In sum, ART has been shown to 
be beneficial for individual and public health and that “treatment is prevention.” 
 
Original Investigation 
Association of Implementation of a Universal Testing and Treatment Intervention 
With HIV Diagnosis, Receipt of Antiretroviral Therapy, and Viral Suppression in East 
Africa  
Maya Petersen, MD, PhD; Laura Balzer, PhD; Dalsone Kwarsiima, MBChB, MPH; et al.  
JAMA. 2017;317(21):2196-2206. doi:10.1001/jama.2017.5705  
   This analysis examines intervention communities in rural Uganda and Kenya in an ongoing 
cluster randomized trial to assess the change in the proportions of HIV-positive residents 
diagnosed with HIV, treated with ART, and achieving HIV viral suppression. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
June 2017, Vol 171, No. 6, Pages 501-608  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Thoughts and Response to Authority-Perpetrated, Discriminatory, and Race-Based 
Violence  
Kimlin Tam Ashing, PhD; Marva L. Lewis, PhD; Valencia P. Walker, MD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2017;171(6):511-512. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2017.0137  
This Viewpoint calls for the study of adverse health effects associated with authority-
perpetrated, race-based violence. 
 
Original Investigation 
Child and Adolescent Health From 1990 to 2015 - Findings From the Global Burden 
of Diseases, Injuries, and Risk Factors 2015 Study  
The Global Burden of Disease Child and Adolescent Health Collaboration  
JAMA Pediatr. 2017;171(6):573-592. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2017.0250  
Key Points  
Question   
What are the levels and trends of mortality and nonfatal health loss among children and 
adolescents from 1990 to 2015? 
Findings   
This study found significant global decreases in all-cause child and adolescent mortality from 
1990 to 2015, but with increasing global inequality. In countries with a low Socio-demographic 

http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2630582
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2630582#jed170037r1
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2630582#jed170037r2
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2630582#jed170037r3
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2630582#jed170037r1
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2630582#jed170037r2
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2630582#jed170037r3
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2630602
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2630602
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2630602
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2614077
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2614077
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2613463
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2613463
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Index (SDI), mortality is the primary driver of health loss in children and adolescents, largely 
owing to infectious, nutritional, maternal, and neonatal causes, while nonfatal health loss 
prevails in locations with a higher SDI. 
Meaning   
Nations should evaluate drivers of disease burden among children and adolescents to aid 
implementation of appropriate strategies to maximize the health of populations. 
Abstract  
Importance   
Comprehensive and timely monitoring of disease burden in all age groups, including children 
and adolescents, is essential for improving population health. 
Objective   
To quantify and describe levels and trends of mortality and nonfatal health outcomes among 
children and adolescents from 1990 to 2015 to provide a framework for policy discussion. 
Evidence Review   
Cause-specific mortality and nonfatal health outcomes were analyzed for 195 countries and 
territories by age group, sex, and year from 1990 to 2015 using standardized approaches for 
data processing and statistical modeling, with subsequent analysis of the findings to describe 
levels and trends across geography and time among children and adolescents 19 years or 
younger. A composite indicator of income, education, and fertility was developed (Socio-
demographic Index [SDI]) for each geographic unit and year, which evaluates the historical 
association between SDI and health loss. 
Findings   
Global child and adolescent mortality decreased from 14.18 million (95% uncertainty interval 
[UI], 14.09 million to 14.28 million) deaths in 1990 to 7.26 million (95% UI, 7.14 million to 7.39 
million) deaths in 2015, but progress has been unevenly distributed. Countries with a lower SDI 
had a larger proportion of mortality burden (75%) in 2015 than was the case in 1990 (61%). 
Most deaths in 2015 occurred in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. Global trends were driven 
by reductions in mortality owing to infectious, nutritional, and neonatal disorders, which in the 
aggregate led to a relative increase in the importance of noncommunicable diseases and 
injuries in explaining global disease burden. The absolute burden of disability in children and 
adolescents increased 4.3% (95% UI, 3.1%-5.6%) from 1990 to 2015, with much of the 
increase owing to population growth and improved survival for children and adolescents to 
older ages. Other than infectious conditions, many top causes of disability are associated with 
long-term sequelae of conditions present at birth (eg, neonatal disorders, congenital birth 
defects, and hemoglobinopathies) and complications of a variety of infections and nutritional 
deficiencies. Anemia, developmental intellectual disability, hearing loss, epilepsy, and vision loss 
are important contributors to childhood disability that can arise from multiple causes. Maternal 
and reproductive health remains a key cause of disease burden in adolescent females, 
especially in lower-SDI countries. In low-SDI countries, mortality is the primary driver of health 
loss for children and adolescents, whereas disability predominates in higher-SDI locations; the 
specific pattern of epidemiological transition varies across diseases and injuries. 
Conclusions and Relevance   
Consistent international attention and investment have led to sustained improvements in causes 
of health loss among children and adolescents in many countries, although progress has been 
uneven. The persistence of infectious diseases in some countries, coupled with ongoing 
epidemiologic transition to injuries and noncommunicable diseases, require all countries to 
carefully evaluate and implement appropriate strategies to maximize the health of their children 
and adolescents and for the international community to carefully consider which elements of 
child and adolescent health should be monitored. 
 
Editorial 
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Importance of Innovations in Neonatal and Adolescent Health in Reaching the 
Sustainable Development Goals by 2030  
Christopher R. Sudfeld, ScD; Wafaie W. Fawzi, DrPH  
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
May 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 5  
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 42, Issue 3, June 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/42/3/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage 
Volume 25, Pages 1-190 (May–June 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/12962074 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2017: Volume 7 Issue 2 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 127, Pages 1-470 (July 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/127 
Regular Articles 
The effect of violent crime on the human capital accumulation of young adults 
Original Research Article 
Pages 1-12 
Ryan Brown, Andrea Velásquez 
Abstract 
This paper estimates the effect of an unprecedented increase of drug-related violence in Mexico 
on the educational outcomes and employment behavior of young adults. The panel nature and 
the timing of the Mexican Family Life Survey allows for unique gains in this literature, as we can 
compare pre- and post-violence outcomes of the same individual, and control for migratory 
response. The results suggest that young adults exposed to increased local violence attained 
significantly less years of education, were less likely to complete compulsory schooling, and 
were more likely to be employed. This change in behavior is driven by household financial 
hardship rather than fear, as it is unrelated to the parents’ perceptions of potential victimization 
and is strongest for those with parents that are self-employed, the employment group most 
adversely economically impacted by the Mexican War on Drugs. 
 
Population density, fertility, and demographic convergence in developing countries 
Original Research Article 

http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2613461
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2613461
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/42/3/page/1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/12962074
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/2
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/127
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387817300147
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387817300135
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Pages 13-24 
David de la Croix, Paula E. Abstract 
Gobbi 
Whether the population tends towards a long-run stationary value depends on forces of 
demographic convergence. One such force is the result of fertility rates being negatively 
affected by population density. We test the existence of such an effect in 44 developing 
countries, matching georeferenced data from the Demographic and Health Surveys for half a 
million women with population density grids. We find a causal relationship from population 
density to fertility such that a rise in density from 10 to 1000 inhabitants per square kilometer 
corresponds to a decrease in fertility of about 0.7 children. The corresponding half-life for 
population dynamics is of the order of four–five generations. 
 
The legacy of natural disasters: The intergenerational impact of 100 years of 
disasters in Latin America 
Original Research Article 
Pages 209-233 
Germán Daniel Caruso 
Abstract 
Disasters can have long lasting effects, but understanding the breadth, variety and longevity of 
their effects can be challenging. This paper examines the long term effects and subsequent 
intergenerational transmission of exposure in childhood to the natural disasters that have 
occurred in Latin America in the last 100 years. The identification strategy exploits the 
exogenous variation in geographic location, timing and exposure of different birth cohorts to 
natural disasters. This study measures individuals' exposure to each disaster based on their 
geographic location at birth to avoid any bias in the estimates due to possible selective 
migration caused by each disaster. The main results indicate that children in utero and young 
children are the most vulnerable to natural disasters and suffer the most long-lasting negative 
effects. These effects include less human capital accumulation, worse health and fewer assets 
when they are adults. Effects are found to have a non-linear relationship with the level of 
development of each country. Furthermore, the results provide evidence of the 
intergenerational transmission of shocks, indicating that children born to mothers who had been 
exposed to natural disasters also have less education and increased child labor. 
 

 

Journal of Environmental Management 
Volume 191, Pages 1-306 (15 April 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797/191 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
June 2017 - Volume 71 - 6 
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 13, Issue 1, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
Article 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387817300317
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387817300317
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797/191
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current
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Understanding political responsibility in corporate citizenship: towards a shared 
responsibility for the common good 
Tjidde Tempels , Vincent Blok & Marcel Verweij 
Pages: 90-108 
Published online: 09 Jun 2017 
ABSTRACT 
In this article, we explore the debate on corporate citizenship and the role of business in global 
governance. In the debate on political corporate social responsibility it is assumed that under 
globalization business is taking up a greater political role. Apart from economic responsibilities 
firms assume political responsibilities taking up traditional governmental tasks such as 
regulation of business and provision of public goods. We contrast this with a subsidiarity-based 
approach to governance, in which firms are seen as intermediate actors who have political co-
responsibilities in society endowed upon them by (inter)national governmental institutions. We 
argue that both approaches face conceptual and empirical problems, and do not make clear the 
content and scope of political corporate responsibility. Based on Iris Marion Young’s account of 
political responsibility we argue that corporate actors and governmental actors have a shared 
responsibility to tackle societal problems. Taking political corporate responsibility not only 
entails engaging in private action or engaging in public–private partnerships, but it also includes 
aiding governmental actors to remedy injustice or even create public institutions where they do 
not yet exist. By adding this perspective we contribute to the debate on responsibility in 
corporate citizenship and clarify the political role business can play in global governance. 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 28, Number 2 Supplement, May 2017 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/36192 
The Power of Prevention: Reaching At-Risk Emerging Adults to Reduce Substance 
Abuse and HIV 
Guest Editors: Lorece Edwards, DrPH, MHS, Morgan State University and Ronald L. Braithwaite, 
PhD, Morehouse School of Medicine 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 3, Issue 2, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 7 Issue 1  
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/7/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 19, Issue 3, June 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/19/3/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17449626.2017.1320577
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17449626.2017.1320577
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Tempels%2C+Tjidde
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Blok%2C+Vincent
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Verweij%2C+Marcel
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/36192
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/7/1
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/19/3/page/1
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Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 15, Issue 2, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
Special Issue: Human Trafficking in Domestic Work: A Special Case or a Learning 
Ground for the Anti-Trafficking Field? 
[Articles focused on Netherlands, Britain, Italy, Greece, France] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 215, Issue 10  15 May 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue 
Viruses 
Continued Transmission of Zika Virus in Humans in West Africa, 1992–2016  
Bobby Brooke Herrera; Charlotte A. Chang; Donald J. Hamel; Souleymane Mboup; Daouda 
Ndiaye ...  
   This study describes Zika virus seroprevalence of 6.2% in Senegal and Nigeria over a 20-year 
period, demonstrating previously unrecognized persistence in human populations and 
concurrent infection with HIV/malaria. 
 
EDITORIAL COMMENTARIES 
Editor's Choice 
Effective HIV Prevention Interventions and the Need for Rapid Mobilization to 
Address HIV Outbreaks Among At-Risk Populations  
Philip A. Chan; Timothy P. Flanigan  
 
 
Journal of International Development 
May 2017   Volume 29, Issue 4  Pages 405–548 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v29.4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
June 2017 - Volume 43 - 6 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Internet Research 
Vol 19, No 6 (2017): June  
http://www.jmir.org/2017/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volumes 49–51, Pages 1-88 (March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963 
Special Issue: Competitive Manufacturing in a High-Cost Environment 
Edited by Suzanne de Treville, Mikko Ketokivi and Vinod Singhal 
 
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/215/10/1546/3200349/Continued-Transmission-of-Zika-Virus-in-Humans-in
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Bobby+Brooke+Herrera
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Charlotte+A.+Chang
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Donald+J.+Hamel
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Souleymane+Mboup
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Daouda+Ndiaye
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Daouda+Ndiaye
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_OUPSeries=Editor%27s+Choice
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/215/10/1491/3057259/Effective-HIV-Prevention-Interventions-and-the
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/215/10/1491/3057259/Effective-HIV-Prevention-Interventions-and-the
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Philip+A.+Chan
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Timothy+P.+Flanigan
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v29.4/issuetoc
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.jmir.org/2017/6
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963
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Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 4, Issue 2 (2017)  
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 6, Issue 2   1 June 2017 
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
June 2017 Volume 185, p1-258  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
Original Articles 
Maternal Attitudes and Other Factors Associated with Infant Vaccination Status in 
the United States, 2011-2014 
Cicely W. Fadel, Eve R. Colson, Michael J. Corwin, Denis Rybin, Timothy C. Heeren, Colin Wang, 
Rachel Y. Moon on behalf of the Study of Attitudes and Factors Effecting Infant Care (SAFE) 
study 
p136–142.e1 
Published online: March 4, 2017 
Abstract 
Objective 
To assess the role of maternal attitudes and other factors associated with infant vaccination 
status. 
Study design 
Data on reported vaccination status were analyzed from a nationally representative prospective 
survey of mothers of 2- to 6-month-old infants. Weighted univariate and multiple logistic 
regression analyses were conducted. Latent profile analysis of mothers reporting nonimmunized 
infants identified distinct groups, 
Results 
Of 3268 mothers, 2820 (weighted 86.2%), 311 (9.1%), and 137 (4.7%), respectively, reported 
their infant had received all, some, or no recommended vaccinations for age. Younger infants 
and infants with younger mothers were more likely to have received no vaccinations. Mothers 
with neutral and negative attitudes toward vaccination were >3 (aOR 3.66, 95% CI 1.80-7.46) 
and 43 times (aOR 43.23, 95% CI 20.28-92.16), respectively, more likely than mothers with 
positive attitudes to report their infants had received no vaccinations. Two subgroups of 
mothers reporting that their infants had received no vaccinations were identified: group A 
(52.5%) had less than positive attitudes and less than positive subjective norms about 
vaccination (ie, perceived social pressure from others); group B (47.5%) had positive attitudes 
and positive subjective norms. Group A mothers were more likely to be white (76.1% vs 48.3%, 
P = .002), more educated (43.5% vs 35.4% college or higher, P = .02), and to exclusively 
breastfeed (74.9% vs. 27.3%, P < .001). 
Conclusions 
Although access barriers can result in nonvaccination, less than positive maternal attitude 
toward vaccination was the strongest predictor. Strategies to improve vaccination rates must 
focus on both improved access and better understanding of factors underlying maternal 
attitudes. 
 

http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.jpeds.com/current
http://www.jpeds.com/article/S0022-3476%2817%2930210-X/fulltext
http://www.jpeds.com/article/S0022-3476%2817%2930210-X/fulltext
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Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 38, Issue 2, May 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/38/2/page/1 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
01 June 2017; volume 14, issue 131 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 24, Issue 2, March/April 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/24/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Jun 10, 2017 Volume 389 Number 10086 p2263-2348  e12-e14  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Comment 
Data sharing statements for clinical trials: a requirement of the International 
Committee of Medical Journal Editors 
Darren B Taichman, Peush Sahni, Anja Pinborg, Larry Peiperl, Christine Laine, Astrid James, 
Sung-Tae Hong, Abraham Haileamlak, Laragh Gollogly, Fiona Godlee, Frank A Frizelle, Fernando 
Florenzano, Jeffrey M Drazen, Howard Bauchner, Christopher Baethge, Joyce Backus 
Summary 
The International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) believes there is an ethical 
obligation to responsibly share data generated by interventional clinical trials because trial 
participants have put themselves at risk. In January, 2016, we published a proposal aimed at 
helping to create an environment in which the sharing of de-identified individual participant 
data becomes the norm.1 In response to our request for feedback we received many comments 
from individuals and groups. Some applauded the proposals, while others expressed 
disappointment they did not more quickly create a commitment to data sharing.  
 
[See Featured Journal Content above for new Lancet Series coverage] 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Jun 2017 Volume 5 Number 6 e556-e632  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Jun 2017 Volume 17 Number 6 p563-672  e166-e196 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/38/2/page/1
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/24/2
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31282-5/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31282-5/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
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Lancet Public Health 
Jun 2017 Volume 2 Number 6 e247-e296 
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/ 
Comment 
Explosive remnants of war: a public health threat 
Kate White, Sophie Désoulières 
Every year, many people are affected by explosive remnants of war (ERW) worldwide, in both 
areas of active conflict and countries that have not been at war for decades. In Laos, for 
instance, ERW have injured or killed more than 50 000 people since the end of the Laotian Civil 
War in 1975.1 In 2015, landmines alone caused, on average, 18 casualties a day globally.2 The 
overarching societal implications of these devices have, to date, been largely unexplored. In 
The Lancet Public Health, Alexandra Frost and colleagues3 show the wide-ranging effects of 
ERW on populations, with effects going far beyond direct injuries, including far-reaching and 
cumulative effects on livelihoods, mental health, public health, and overall security. These 
effects echo what we are seeing in northeast Syria, where Médecins Sans Frontières has been 
operating since 2013.4 
 
Contamination of private and public spaces, including homes, fields, streets, and hospitals, 
impeded resumption of health-care services that were halted because of the conflict in 
northeast Syria.4 Medical facilities were destroyed, damaged, or littered with ERW, thus limiting 
the population's access to functioning health services. The risks that these facilities and roads 
leading to them were potentially mined also hindered humanitarian assistance. As the presence 
of these ERW limits both the population's access to health care and the ability of medical 
humanitarian personnel to provide services, the effect is not only on curative health services, 
but also on preventive health services. These facilities are no longer able to provide routine 
immunisation, leading to gaps in immunisation coverage and thus to potential outbreaks of 
vaccine-preventable communicable diseases.5 
 
Even after the fighting has subsided, the population is reluctant to return because of the 
constant threat posed by the ERW left behind. Given the low clearance capacity of deminers, 
villages and surrounding fields littered with ERW present an immediate threat along with the 
associated long-term effects on the community. A year after the town of Kobane became 
accessible to Médecins Sans Frontières, people still presented to health facilities with injuries 
sustained from victim-activated devices.4 By impeding resumption of agriculture on which many 
households rely before and after the conflict, persistent ERW contamination has also negatively 
affected economic livelihood.6 
 
ERW pose a risk to public health, particularly to water and sanitation infrastructure. As buildings 
and infrastructure are damaged by ERW, so too are the sanitation structures within. Populations 
then face both reduced access to sanitation facilities and contamination to the environment 
caused by damage to previously existing sanitation systems. These effects pose a public health 
risk of exposure to communicable diseases.5 Other environmental health concerns, which 
remain unknown, are the health consequences of unexploded ERW and debris as their materials 
degrade over time. What effect leeching of these metals and chemicals into the environment 
will have on long-term population health is so far unknown.7 
 
Although the immediate effect of ERW on mental health, particularly post-traumatic stress 
disorder, has been studied,3 the long-term effect on society in northern Syria is yet to be fully 
understood. Children who are exposed to violence over a period of time become desensitised to 
it and potentially have maladaptive behaviours towards others that can continue for extended 
periods of time.8 In Syria, given that the conflict has been ongoing for 6 years, this effect could 

http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30096-8/fulltext
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be extensive. Any maladaptive behaviours that have developed during the conflict could 
continue into adulthood, thus affecting the population for many years to come.8 The unknown 
effects of ERW, including the unknown environmental health effects, are also of unique concern 
and require further study.7 
 
Although a number of studies cited by Frost and colleagues3 explore the long-term cumulative 
and multifactorial effects of ERW on public health, quantitative evidence of that effect is yet to 
be developed. To measure the effect of being exposed to ERW on individuals, studies should go 
beyond looking at the number of years of life lost to analysing the much broader effect on a 
society of living or having lived in an ERW-contaminated environment than that ascertained 
from just looking at the number of years of life lost. Findings from these studies should then 
provide an incentive to prioritise decontamination. 
We declare no competing interests. 
 
Articles 
The effect of explosive remnants of war on global public health: a systematic mixed-
studies review using narrative synthesis 
Alexandra Frost, Peter Boyle, Philippe Autier, Colin King, Wim Zwijnenburg, David Hewitson, 
Richard Sullivan 
Summary 
Background 
Explosive remnants of war (ERW)—landmines, unexploded ordnance (UXO), and abandoned 
explosive ordnance (AXO)—have been recognised as a threat to health since the 1990s. We 
aimed to study the effect of ERW on global public health. 
Methods 
In this systematic mixed-studies review, we searched the Web of Science, Scopus, PubMed, and 
ProQuest databases, and hand searched relevant websites, for articles published between Jan 
1, 1990, and Aug 31, 2015. We used keywords and Medical Subject Headings related to ERW, 
landmines, UXO, and AXO to locate original peer-reviewed quantitative, qualitative, or mixed-
methods studies in English of the direct physical or psychological effects of ERW on direct 
victims of the explosive device or reverberating social and economic effects on direct victims 
and indirect victims (their families and the wider at-risk community). We excluded studies if 
more than 20% of participants were military, if they were of deminers, if they were from high-
income countries, or if they were of chemical weapons. We identified no peer-reviewed studies 
of AXO effects, so we extended the search to include grey literature. We critically appraised 
study quality using a mixed methods appraisal tool. We used a narrative synthesis approach to 
categorise and synthesise the literature. We extracted quantitative data and calculated means 
and percentages. 
Findings 
The initial search identified 10 226 studies, leaving 8378 (82%) after removal of duplicates, of 
which we reviewed 54 (26 [48%] were quantitative descriptive studies, 20 [37%] were 
quantitative non-randomised studies, four [7%] were mixed-methods studies, and four [7%] 
were grey literature). The direct psychological effects of landmines or UXO appear high. We 
identified comorbidity of anxiety and depression in landmine or UXO victims in four studies, 
more women presented with post-traumatic stress disorder than did men in two studies, and 
landmine or UXO victims reported a greater prevalence of post-traumatic stress disorder, 
anxiety, or depression than did control groups in two studies. Overall injury and mortality rates 
caused by landmines or UXO decreased over time across five studies and increased in one. 
More men were injured or killed by landmines or UXO than were women (0–30·6% of women), 
the mean ages of casualties ranged from 18·5 years to 38·1 years, and victims were likely to be 
doing an activity of economic necessity at the time of injury. The proportion of casualties of 

http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30099-3/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30099-3/fulltext
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landmines or UXO younger than 18 years ranged from 22% to 55% across twelve studies. 
Landmine or UXO victims who had one or more limbs amputated ranged from 19·5% to 82·6%. 
Landmines and UXO had a negative effect on internally displaced populations and returning 
refugees, physical security, economic productivity, child health and educational attainment, food 
security, and agriculture in studies from seven countries. We could not establish the proportion 
of casualties caused by AXO from unplanned explosions at munitions sites, although the grey 
literature suggests that AXO is a substantial problem. 
Interpretation 
Individually, these landmine and UXO results are not new and substantiate findings from 
existing research. Taken together, however, these findings provide a picture of the effect of 
landmines and UXO that stretches far beyond injury and mortality prevalence, making landmine 
and UXO clearance a more favourable option for funders. AXO effects are understudied and 
warrant further research. 
Funding 
King's College London. 
 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
Jun 2017 Volume 5 Number 6 p457-534  e20-e22  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 21, Issue 6, June 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/21/6/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 37, Issue 5, July 2017  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[New issue: No digest content identified] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
June 2017  Volume 95, Issue 2  Pages 213–446 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2017.95.issue-2/issuetoc 
Op-Eds 
“America First”: Prospects for Global Health (pages 224–228) 
LAWRENCE O. GOSTIN 
Version of Record online: 6 JUN 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/1468-0009.12254 
 
Original Investigation 
Risks for Mental Illness in Indigenous Australian Children: A Descriptive Study 
Demonstrating High Levels of Vulnerability (pages 319–357) 
ASTERIE TWIZEYEMARIYA, SOPHIE GUY, GARETH FURBER and LEONIE SEGAL 
Version of Record online: 6 JUN 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/1468-0009.12263 
Abstract 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/21/6/page/1
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2017.95.issue-2/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.12254/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.12263/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.12263/full
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Policy Points: 
   :: The developmental origins understanding of mental illness suggests the possibility of 
prevention, through addressing childhood adversities. 
   :: More than 43% of Indigenous Australian children aged 6 to 10 years have 6 or more risk 
factors for mental illness in adulthood, and 23% are experiencing current psychological distress. 
Substantial risk is already present in infancy (eg, 67% exposed to 3 or more stressful family life 
events, and 42.5% are not living with both birth parents). 
   :: An integrated service system response that can both offer high-level therapeutic services 
and address associated multiple adversities, from conception to late adolescence, is urgently 
needed to address current psychological distress in Indigenous Australian children and to 
reduce the future burden of mental illness. 
Context 
Mental illness is a high source of disease burden across the globe. Mental illness is now 
understood as largely developmental, with its genesis at least in part in adverse childhood 
experiences. We sought to estimate the prevalence of childhood risks for poor mental health in 
Indigenous Australian children, noting that Indigenous Australians by virtue of their history of 
traumatic colonization and dispossession, child removal, and racism are potentially at greater 
risk. 
Methods 
We conducted a descriptive study of the modifiable risks and adversities associated with mental 
illness in Australian Indigenous children (infancy to 10 years), using data from the Longitudinal 
Study of Indigenous Children (LSIC), a cohort of 1,671 infants enrolled in 2008 and followed up 
annually. Risk factors of interest were identified from a comprehensive literature review of 
childhood determinants of adult mental illness by Fryers and Brugha (2013). The age-category 
prevalence of individual risks and a multiple-risk score were computed using data extracted 
from 6 waves of LSIC. 
Findings 
The analytic data comprised 8,378 person-observations from the first 6 waves. Children in LSIC 
experience high rates of adversities. In utero, nearly 50% were exposed to smoking and 22% 
to alcohol. As infants, 42.5% were not living with both birth parents. Over two-thirds of survey 
children were in households that had experienced, in the previous 12 months, 3 or more major 
life events; 22% to 26% lived in households with a drug or alcohol problem; and 18% were 
exposed to domestic violence (41% were ever-exposed to age 10). At school, nearly 40% of 
children were bullied. Over 45% of children aged 6 to 10 years were exposed to 6 or more risks 
for mental illness. Few children (< 2%) were exposed to low parental warmth and, despite the 
high exposure to adversities, less than 5% of children report low self-confidence. This suggests 
considerable resilience. More than 1 in 4 children had conduct problems in the clinical range 
and more than 1 in 5 were experiencing high psychological distress. 
Conclusions 
Indigenous children in Australia face extreme levels of multiple disadvantage, exposing many to 
current psychological distress and high risk of developing mental illness, despite considerable 
resilience. For policymakers, this is a call for preventive action targeting the multiple risk factors 
already present in childhood. An integrated service system offering culturally appropriate, high-
quality early childhood education services, linked to infant, child, adolescent, and family mental 
health services, and intensive family support services will be crucial in addressing this public 
health crisis. 
 
UNAIDS 90-90-90 Campaign to End the AIDS Epidemic in Historic Perspective 
(pages 408–439) 
POWEL KAZANJIAN 
Version of Record online: 6 JUN 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/1468-0009.1226 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.12265/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.12265/full
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Original Investigations 
Timing and Characteristics of Cumulative Evidence Available on Novel Therapeutic 
Agents Receiving Food and Drug Administration Accelerated Approval (pages 261–
290) 
HUSEYIN NACI, OLIVIER J. WOUTERS, RADHIKA GUPTA and JOHN P.A. IOANNIDIS 
Version of Record online: 6 JUN 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/1468-0009.12261 
Abstract 
Policy Points: 
   :: Randomized trials—the gold standard of evaluating effectiveness—constitute a small 
minority of existing evidence on agents given accelerated approval. One-third of randomized 
trials are in therapeutic areas outside of FDA approval and less than half evaluate the 
therapeutic benefits of these agents but use them instead as common backbone treatments. 
   :: Agents receiving accelerated approval are often tested concurrently in several therapeutic 
areas. 
   :: For most agents, no substantial time lag is apparent between the average start dates of 
randomized trials evaluating their effectiveness and those using them as part of background 
therapies. 
   L:: There appears to be a tendency for therapeutic agents receiving accelerated approval to 
quickly become an integral component of standard treatment, despite potential shortcomings in 
their evidence base. 
Context 
Therapeutic agents treating serious conditions are eligible for Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) accelerated approval. The clinical evidence accrued on agents receiving accelerated 
approval has not been systematically evaluated. Our objective was to assess the timing and 
characteristics of available studies. 
Methods 
We first identified clinical studies of novel therapeutic agents receiving accelerated approval. We 
then (1) categorized those studies as randomized or nonrandomized, (2) explored whether they 
evaluated the FDA-approved indications, and (3) documented the available treatment 
comparisons. We also meta-analyzed the difference in start times between randomized studies 
that (1) did or did not evaluate approved indications and (2) were or were not designed to 
evaluate the agent's effectiveness. 
Findings 
In total, 37 novel therapeutic agents received accelerated approval between 2000 and 2013. 
Our search of ClinicalTrials.gov identified 7,757 studies, which included 1,258,315 participants. 
Only one-third of identified studies were randomized controlled trials. Of 1,631 randomized 
trials with advanced recruitment status, 906 were conducted in therapeutic areas for which 
agents received initial accelerated approval, 202 were in supplemental indications, and 523 
were outside approved indications. Only 411 out of 906 (45.4%) trials were designed to test the 
effectiveness of agents that received accelerated approval (“evaluation” trials); others used 
these agents as common background treatment in both arms (“background” trials). There was 
no detectable lag between average start times of trials conducted within and outside initially 
approved indications. Evaluation trials started on average 1.52 years (95% CI: 0.87 to 2.17) 
earlier than background trials. 
Conclusions 
Cumulative evidence on agents with accelerated approvals has major limitations. Most clinical 
studies including these agents are small and nonrandomized, and about a third are conducted 
in unapproved areas, typically concurrently with those conducted in approved areas. Most 
randomized trials including these therapeutic agents are not designed to directly evaluate their 
clinical benefits but to incorporate them as standard treatment. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.12261/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.12261/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.12261/full
http://clinicaltrials.gov/
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Nature   
Volume 546 Number 7657 pp185-322  8 June 2017 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
[New issue: No digest content identified] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
June 8, 2017  Vol. 376 No. 23 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Editorials 
Data Sharing Statements for Clinical Trials — A Requirement of the International 
Committee of Medical Journal Editors 
D.B. Taichman and Others 
The International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) believes there is an ethical 
obligation to responsibly share data generated by interventional clinical trials because trial 
participants have put themselves at risk. In January 2016 we published a proposal aimed at 
helping to create an environment in which the sharing of deidentified individual participant data 
becomes the norm. In response to our request for feedback we received many comments from 
individuals and groups.1 Some applauded the proposals while others expressed disappointment 
they did not more quickly create a commitment to data sharing. Many raised valid concerns 
regarding the feasibility of the proposed requirements, the necessary resources, the real or 
perceived risks to trial participants, and the need to protect the interests of patients and 
researchers. 
 
It is encouraging that data sharing is already occurring in some settings. Over the past year, 
however, we have learned that the challenges are substantial and the requisite mechanisms are 
not in place to mandate universal data sharing at this time. Although many issues must be 
addressed for data sharing to become the norm, we remain committed to this goal. 
 
Therefore, ICMJE will require the following as conditions of consideration for publication of a 
clinical trial report in our member journals: 
   1. As of July 1, 2018, manuscripts submitted to ICMJE journals that report the results of 
clinical trials must contain a data sharing statement as described below. 
   2. Clinical trials that begin enrolling participants on or after January 1, 2019, must include a 
data sharing plan in the trial’s registration. The ICMJE’s policy regarding trial registration is 
explained at www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/publishing-and-editorial-issues/clinical-
trial-registration.html. If the data sharing plan changes after registration this should be 
reflected in the statement submitted and published with the manuscript, and updated in the 
registry record… 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 46, Issue 3, June 2017  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
OxMo Vol. 6, No. 2 

http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe1705439
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe1705439
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe1705439#ref1
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/publishing-and-editorial-issues/clinical-trial-registration.html
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/publishing-and-editorial-issues/clinical-trial-registration.html
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
http://oxmofm.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/FINAL-OXMO-FULL-COPY-v.2.pdf
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http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pediatrics  
June 2017, VOLUME 139 / ISSUE 6 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/6?current-issue=y 
Articles 
Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Among Child Care Center Directors in 2008 and 
2016  
Timothy R. Shope, Benjamin H. Walker, Laura D. Aird, Linda Southward, John S. McCown, 
Judith M. Martin 
Pediatrics Jun 2017, 139 (6) e20163690; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2016-3690  
Abstract 
BACKGROUND: Children in child care centers represent an important population to consider in 
attempts to mitigate the spread of an influenza pandemic. This national survey, conducted in 
2008 and 2016, assessed directors’ reports of their child care centers’ pandemic influenza 
preparation before and after the 2009 H1N1 novel influenza pandemic. 
METHODS: This was a telephone-based survey of child care center directors randomly selected 
from a national database of licensed US child care centers who were queried about their 
preparedness for pandemic influenza. We grouped conceptually related items in 6 domains into 
indexes: general infection control, communication, seasonal influenza control, use of health 
consultants, quality of child care, and perceived barriers. These indexes, along with other center 
and director characteristics, were used to predict pandemic influenza preparedness. 
RESULTS: Among 1500 and 518 child care center directors surveyed in 2008 and 2016, 
respectively, preparation for pandemic influenza was low and did not improve. Only 7% of 
directors had taken concrete actions to prepare their centers. Having served as a center director 
during the 2009 influenza pandemic did not influence preparedness. After adjusting for 
covariates, child care health consultation and years of director’s experience were positively 
associated with pandemic influenza preparation, whereas experiencing perceived barriers such 
as lack of knowing what to do in the event of pandemic influenza, was negatively associated 
with pandemic influenza preparedness. 
CONCLUSIONS: Pandemic influenza preparedness of child care center’s directors needs to 
improve. Child care health consultants are likely to be important collaborators in addressing this 
problem. 
 
State-of-the-Art Review Articles 
Ethical Conduct of Research in Children: Pediatricians and Their IRB (Part 2 of 2)  
Carlos D. Rose 
Pediatrics Jun 2017, 139 (6) e20163650; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2016-3650  
Abstract 
In part 1 of this series, we discussed the historical, ethical, and legal background that provides 
justification for the current system of protection of subjects of human experimentation. We also 
discussed briefly the implementation of those principles in institutional review board (IRB) 
operations. In part 2, we focus on legislation dealing with pediatric research, the rules and 
ethics of assent, and then turn our attention to minimal-risk studies. To that end, we discuss 
the minimal-risk threshold and the process of balancing benefit and risk in IRB decisions for 
pediatric studies. We define the notion of consent waiver as well as the procedures for 
expedited review, management of adverse events, and amendments to approved protocol. 
Finally, we mention some miscellaneous issues, including central and commercial IRB, reliance 
agreements, biobanks, and sample shipping regulations. 

http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/6?current-issue=y
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/6/e20163690
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/6/e20163690
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/6/e20163650
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PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 35, Issue 6, June 2017 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/35/6/page/1 
[New issue: No digest content identified] 
 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 10 June 2017] 
June 5, 2017 Research Article  
Pilot Testing and Implementation of a mHealth tool for Non-communicable Diseases 
in a Humanitarian Setting 
Introduction. Given the protracted nature of the crisis in Syria, national and international 
assistance agencies face immense challenges in providing for the needs of refugees and the 
host Lebanese due to the high burden of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) among both 
populations. These are complex conditions to manage, and the resources for refugee care 
limited, having dramatic implications for Lebanon’s health system. 
Methods. A longitudinal cohort study was implemented from January 2015 through August 2016 
to evaluate the effectiveness of treatment guidelines and an mHealth application on quality of 
care and health outcomes for patients in primary health care facilities in Lebanon serving Syrian 
refugees and host communities. 
Results. Overall, reporting in clinic medical records remained low, however, during the mHealth 
phase recording of BMI and blood pressure were significantly greater in the mHealth application 
as compared to clinic medical records. Patient exit interviews reported a much more frequent 
measurement of weight, height, blood pressure, and blood glucose, suggesting these may be 
assessed more often than they are recorded. Satisfaction with the clinic visit improved 
significantly during implementation of the mHealth application as compared to both baseline 
and guidelines implementation in all measures. Despite positive changes, provider uptake of the 
application was low; patients indicated that the mHealth application was used in a minority 
(21.7%) of consultations. Provider perspectives on how the application changed patient 
interactions were mixed. 
Discussion. Similar to previous evidence, this study further demonstrates the need to 
incorporate new interventions with existing practices and reporting requirements to minimize 
duplication of efforts and, consequently, strengthen provider usage. Additional research is 
needed to identify organizational and provider-side factors associated with uptake of similar 
applications, particularly in complex settings, to optimize the benefit of such tools. 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
[Accessed 10 June 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 10 June 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 

https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/35/6/page/1
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/article/pilot-testing-and-implementation-of-a-mhealth-tool-for-non-communicable-diseases-in-a-humanitarian-setting/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/article/pilot-testing-and-implementation-of-a-mhealth-tool-for-non-communicable-diseases-in-a-humanitarian-setting/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/
http://www.plosmedicine.org/


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 10 June 2017)  
Research Article  
Neighborhood-targeted and case-triggered use of a single dose of oral cholera 
vaccine in an urban setting: Feasibility and vaccine coverage  
Lucy A. Parker, John Rumunu, Christine Jamet, Yona Kenyi, Richard Laku Lino, Joseph F. 
Wamala, Allan M. Mpairwe, Vincent Muller, Augusto E. Llosa, Florent Uzzeni, Francisco J. 
Luquero, Iza Ciglenecki, Andrew S. Azman  
Research Article | published 08 Jun 2017 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005652  
This is an uncorrected proof. 
Abstract 
Introduction 
In June 2015, a cholera outbreak was declared in Juba, South Sudan. In addition to standard 
outbreak control measures, oral cholera vaccine (OCV) was proposed. As sufficient doses to 
cover the at-risk population were unavailable, a campaign using half the standard dosing 
regimen (one-dose) targeted high-risk neighborhoods and groups including neighbors of 
suspected cases. Here we report the operational details of this first public health use of a 
single-dose regimen of OCV and illustrate the feasibility of conducting highly targeted 
vaccination campaigns in an urban area. 
Methodology/Principal findings 
Neighborhoods of the city were prioritized for vaccination based on cumulative attack rates, 
active transmission and local knowledge of known cholera risk factors. OCV was offered to all 
persons older than 12 months at 20 fixed sites and to select groups, including neighbors of 
cholera cases after the main campaign (‘case-triggered’ interventions), through mobile teams. 
Vaccination coverage was estimated by multi-stage surveys using spatial sampling techniques. 
162,377 individuals received a single-dose of OCV in the targeted neighborhoods. In these 
neighborhoods vaccine coverage was 68.8% (95% Confidence Interval (CI), 64.0–73.7) and 
was highest among children ages 5–14 years (90.0%, 95% CI 85.7–94.3), with adult men being 
less likely to be vaccinated than adult women (Relative Risk 0.81, 95% CI: 0.68–0.96). In the 
case-triggered interventions, each lasting 1–2 days, coverage varied (range: 30–87%) with an 
average of 51.0% (95% CI 41.7–60.3). 
Conclusions/Significance 
Vaccine supply constraints and the complex realities where cholera outbreaks occur may 
warrant the use of flexible alternative vaccination strategies, including highly-targeted 
vaccination campaigns and single-dose regimens. We showed that such campaigns are feasible. 
Additional work is needed to understand how and when to use different strategies to best 
protect populations against epidemic cholera. 
Author summary 
Oral cholera vaccine (OCV) is becoming part of the standard cholera-control toolkit, although 
experience in deploying OCV is limited. Adapting vaccination strategies to the global availability 
of vaccines and the local context (i.e., population movement, security constraints, etc.) is key to 
maximize the impact of OCV as a cholera-control tool. Here we describe the operational details 
of the first field use of a single-dose of OCV, which was deployed in a targeted manner, both at 
high-risk neighborhoods and then to neighbors of suspected cases after the main OCV 
campaign when sporadic cholera case reports continued. We show that it is feasible to conduct 
micro- and macro-targeted vaccination campaigns in urban areas like Juba with moderate to 
high coverage and without social unrest due to vaccinating some groups and not others. 

http://www.plosntds.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005652
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005652
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005652
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Flexible and context-adapted OCV dosing regimens and strategies should be considered in 
future deployments of the vaccine. 
 
Research Article  
An individual-level meta-analysis assessing the impact of community-level 
sanitation access on child stunting, anemia, and diarrhea: Evidence from DHS and 
MICS surveys  
David A. Larsen, Thomas Grisham, Erik Slawsky, Lutchmie Narine  
| published 08 Jun 2017 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005591  
Author summary 
A lack of access to a sanitation facility, i.e. a toilet and/or latrine, leads to numerous health 
challenges such as parasitic worms and environmental enteropathy. Parasitic worms are 
transmitted through human feces and cause multiple health complications in children including 
anemia and child growth stunting. Environmental enteropathy occurs with repeated and long-
term inflammation of the small intestine which then reduces nutrient uptake and can cause 
child growth stunting, anemia and diarrhea. One-sixth of the world population has no access to 
any type of sanitation facility, and are therefore at higher risk of these challenges. Scientific 
literature on the impacts of sanitation typically examines household access to sanitation rather 
than community-level access to sanitation. We used national survey data to assess the impact 
that community-level access to sanitation has on child health, both for children with access to a 
sanitation facility and children without access to a sanitation facility. We found that a lack of 
sanitation access in the community is a significant risk factor for anemia and child growth 
stunting, but not for incidence of diarrhea. This risk decreases if a child has access to a 
sanitation facility, but even among those children with a sanitation facility poor sanitation 
access in the community is still a risk factor for anemia, child growth stunting and diarrhea. In 
addition to improving household access to adequate sanitation, community-level sanitation 
access needs to be addressed to improve child health. These results will add impetus to the 
Sustainable Development Goal to ensure sanitation access for all by 2030. 
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 10 June 2017]  
Research Article  
Assessment of the effectiveness of a small quantity lipid-based nutrient supplement 
on reducing anaemia and stunting in refugee populations in the Horn of Africa: 
Secondary data analysis  
Sarah Style, Melody Tondeur, Carlos Grijalva-Eternod, Josephine Pringle, Ismail Kassim, 
Caroline Wilkinson, Allison Oman, Carmel Dolan, Paul Spiegel, Andrew Seal  
Research Article | published 07 Jun 2017 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0177556  
Abstract 
Stunting and micronutrient malnutrition are persistent public health problems in refugee 
populations. UNHCR and its partner organisations implement blanket supplementary feeding 
programmes using a range of special nutritional products as one approach to address these 
issues. The evidence base for the efficacy and effectiveness of a small quantity lipid-based 
nutrient supplement, Nutributter®, in reducing stunting and anaemia is limited. Secondary data 
analysis was used to assess the effectiveness of Nutributter® distribution on anaemia and 
stunting in children aged 6–23 months (programme target group) and 6–59 months (the 
standard age group sampled in routine nutrition surveys). Analysis was conducted using routine 

http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005591
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005591
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005591
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005591
http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0177556
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0177556
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0177556
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0177556
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pre and post-intervention cross-sectional nutrition survey data collected between 2008–2011 in 
five refugee camps in Kenya and Djibouti. Changes in total anaemia (Haemoglobin<110g/L), 
anaemia categories (mild, moderate and severe), and stunting (height-for-age z-score <-2) 
were explored using available data on the Nutributter® programme and contextual factors. A 
significant reduction in the prevalence of anaemia in children aged 6–23 months and 6–59 
months was seen in four of five, and in all five camps, respectively (p<0.05). Reductions ranged 
from 12.4 to 23.0, and 18.3 to 29.3 percentage points in each age group. Improvements were 
largely due to reductions in moderate and severe anaemia and occurred where the prevalence 
of acute malnutrition was stable or increasing. No change in stunting was observed in four of 
five camps. The replicability of findings across five sites strongly suggests that Nutributter® 
distribution was associated with a reduction in anaemia, but not stunting, among refugee 
children in the Horn of Africa. Benefits were not restricted to the 6–23 month target group 
targeted by the nutrition programme. However, even following this intervention anaemia 
remained a serious public health problem and additional work to define and evaluate an 
effective intervention package is warranted. 
 
 
PLoS Pathogens 
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/ 
[Accessed 10 June 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 10 June 2017] 
Social Sciences - Economic Sciences:  
Economic development, flow of funds, and the equilibrium interaction of financial 
frictions  
Benjamin Moll, Robert M. Townsend, and Victor Zhorin 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print June 7, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1707055114  
Significance 
Variation in the type of financial frictions faced by households and firms is an overlooked 
dimension of regional heterogeneity that has the potential to explain cross-regional factor flows 
and differences in concentration of economic activity. Our research combines a theoretical 
model with a complexity and variety of data from Thailand. The theoretical model features 
variation in financial regimes, moral hazard, and limited commitment, inferred from the data. In 
a counterfactual experiment we explore the effects of protecting wages in urban areas from 
incoming migrants and protecting rural areas from capital outflow. Economic life in cities would 
suffer enormously, as would rural and national productivity, with an increase in overall 
inequality.  
Abstract 
We use a variety of different datasets from Thailand to study not only the extremes of micro 
and macro variables but also within-country flow of funds and labor migration. We develop a 
general equilibrium model that encompasses regional variation in the type of financial friction 
and calibrate it to measured variation in regional aggregates. The model predicts substantial 
capital and labor flows from rural to urban areas even though these differ only in the underlying 
financial regime. Predictions for micro variables not used directly provide a model validation. 
Finally, we estimate the impact of a policy of counterfactual, regional isolationism.  
 

http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/06/06/1707055114.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/06/06/1707055114.abstract
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Social Sciences - Sustainability Science - Biological Sciences - Sustainability Science:  
Ecosystem-based management and the wealth of ecosystems  
Seong Do Yun, Barbara Hutniczak, Joshua K. Abbott, and Eli P. Fenichel 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print June 6, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1617666114  
Significance 
Ecosystems store vast quantities of wealth, but difficulties measuring wealth held in ecosystems 
prevent its inclusion in accounting systems. Ecosystem-based management endeavors to 
manage ecosystems holistically. However, ecosystem-based management lacks headline 
indicators to evaluate performance. We unify the inclusive wealth and ecosystem-based 
management paradigms, allowing apples-to-apples comparisons between the wealth of the 
ecosystem and other forms of wealth, while providing a headline performance index for 
evaluating the performance of ecosystem-based management. We project that the Baltic Sea 
fishery ecosystem yields increasing stores of wealth over the next 50 y under the ecosystem-
based management-inspired multispecies maximum sustainable yield management beginning in 
2017, whereas the previous single-species management generally results in declining wealth.  
Abstract 
We merge inclusive wealth theory with ecosystem-based management (EBM) to address two 
challenges in the science of sustainable management of ecosystems. First, we generalize 
natural capital theory to approximate realized shadow prices for multiple interacting natural 
capital stocks (species) making up an ecosystem. These prices enable ecosystem components 
to be better included in wealth-based sustainability measures. We show that ecosystems are 
best envisioned as portfolios of assets, where the portfolio’s performance depends on the 
performance of the underlying assets influenced by their interactions. Second, changes in 
ecosystem wealth provide an attractive headline index for EBM, regardless of whether 
ecosystem wealth is ultimately included in a broader wealth index. We apply our approach to 
the Baltic Sea ecosystem, focusing on the interacting community of three commercially 
important fish species: cod, herring, and sprat. Our results incorporate supporting services 
embodied in the shadow price of a species through its trophic interactions. Prey fish have 
greater shadow prices than expected based on market value, and predatory fish have lower 
shadow prices than expected based on market value. These results are because correctly 
measured shadow prices reflect interdependence and limits to substitution. We project that 
ecosystem wealth in the Baltic Sea fishery ecosystem generally increases conditional on the 
EBM-inspired multispecies maximum sustainable yield management beginning in 2017, whereas 
continuing the current single-species management generally results in declining wealth.  
 
Social Sciences - Economic Sciences:  
Future of fundamental discovery in US biomedical research  
Michael Levitt and Jonathan M. Levitt 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print June 5, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1609996114  
Significance 
Innovative fundamental basic science research is traditionally done by young people. This 
makes the steady fall in the number of younger US basic scientists a serious concern. Our 
analysis suggests that this happened mainly due to a bias against younger applicants, with 
more money going to older principal investigators (PIs). We also find a large number of 
postdoctoral scholars and research associates, a rapid rise in number of PIs over 71, and a 
steady shift of NIH funds away from R01 grants. NIH is attempting to deal with some of these 
issues.  
Abstract 
Young researchers are crucially important for basic science as they make unexpected, 
fundamental discoveries. Since 1982, we find a steady drop in the number of grant-eligible 
basic-science faculty [principal investigators (PIs)] younger than 46. This fall occurred over a 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/06/05/1617666114.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/05/30/1609996114.abstract
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32-y period when inflation-corrected congressional funds for NIH almost tripled. During this 
time, the PI success ratio (fraction of basic-science PIs who are R01 grantees) dropped for 
younger PIs (below 46) and increased for older PIs (above 55). This age-related bias seems to 
have caused the steady drop in the number of young basic-science PIs and could reduce future 
US discoveries in fundamental biomedical science. The NIH recognized this bias in its 2008 
early-stage investigator (ESI) policy to fund young PIs at higher rates. We show this policy is 
working and recommend that it be enhanced by using better data. Together with the National 
Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS) Maximizing Investigators’ Research Award 
(MIRA) program to reward senior PIs with research time in exchange for less funding, this may 
reverse a decades-long trend of more money going to older PIs. To prepare young scientists for 
increased demand, additional resources should be devoted to transitional postdoctoral 
fellowships already offered by NIH. 
 
Social Sciences - Sustainability Science - Physical Sciences - Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary 
Sciences:  
Consequences of rapid ice sheet melting on the Sahelian population vulnerability  
Dimitri Defrance, Gilles Ramstein, Sylvie Charbit, Mathieu Vrac, Adjoua Moïse Famien, Benjamin 
Sultan, Didier Swingedouw, Christophe Dumas, François Gemenne, Jorge Alvarez-Solas, and 
Jean-Paul Vanderlinden 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print June 5, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1619358114  
Significance 
A major uncertainty concerning the 21st century climate is the ice sheet response to global 
warming. Paleodata indicate rapid ice sheet destabilizations during the last deglaciation, which 
could lead to an underestimation of sea level rise, as suggested in recent publications. 
Therefore, we explore the impact of different scenarios of Greenland partial melting in the very 
sensitive Sahel region. We first demonstrate that such a melting induces a drastic decrease of 
West African monsoon precipitation. Moreover, we quantify the agricultural area losses due to 
monsoon changes. Consequently, we pinpoint a large potential for migration of millions of 
people in the coming decades. Thus, the ice sheet destabilization provokes not only coastal 
damages but also large population migration in monsoon area.  
Abstract 
The acceleration of ice sheet melting has been observed over the last few decades. Recent 
observations and modeling studies have suggested that the ice sheet contribution to future sea 
level rise could have been underestimated in the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change report. The ensuing freshwater discharge coming from ice sheets could have significant 
impacts on global climate, and especially on the vulnerable tropical areas. During the last 
glacial/deglacial period, megadrought episodes were observed in the Sahel region at the time of 
massive iceberg surges, leading to large freshwater discharges. In the future, such episodes 
have the potential to induce a drastic destabilization of the Sahelian agroecosystem. Using a 
climate modeling approach, we investigate this issue by superimposing on the Representative 
Concentration Pathways 8.5 (RCP8.5) baseline experiment a Greenland flash melting scenario 
corresponding to an additional sea level rise ranging from 0.5 m to 3 m. Our model response to 
freshwater discharge coming from Greenland melting reveals a significant decrease of the West 
African monsoon rainfall, leading to changes in agricultural practices. Combined with a strong 
population increase, described by different demography projections, important human migration 
flows could be potentially induced. We estimate that, without any adaptation measures, tens to 
hundreds million people could be forced to leave the Sahel by the end of this century. On top of 
this quantification, the sea level rise impact over coastal areas has to be superimposed, 
implying that the Sahel population could be strongly at threat in case of rapid Greenland 
melting.  
 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/05/30/1619358114.abstract
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Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 32 - Issue 2 - April 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 99, Pages 1-332 (June 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/99 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
17 May 2017; volume 284, issue 1854 
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/284/1854?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 10, Issue 1   April 2017 

http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 132, Issue 3, May/June 2017  
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
Volume 27, Issue 7, June 2017  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: Theory 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 36, Issue 2   June 2017  
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 10 June 2017]  
Review 
Contraceptive practices among married women of reproductive age in Bangladesh: a 
review of the evidence  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/99
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/284/1854?current-issue=y
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-017-0333-2
https://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-017-0333-2


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

Fauzia Akhter Huda, Yolande Robertson, Sabiha Chowdhuri, Bidhan Krishna Sarker, Laura 
Reichenbach and Ratana Somrongthong 
Published on: 6 June 2017 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
This issue is focused on health reform In Ecuador and its implications. 
[No new digest content identified 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
April 2017  Volume 37, Issue 4  Pages 599–844 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
09 June 2017  Vol 356, Issue 6342 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
De-extinction, nomenclature, and the law 
By Norman Wagner, Axel Hochkirch, Henrike Martin, Daniela Matenaar, Katja Rohde, Frank 
Wacht, Charlotte Wesch, Sarah Wirtz, Roland Klein, Stefan Lötters, Alexander Proelss, Michael 
Veith 
Science09 Jun 2017 : 1016-1017 Restricted Access 
How we name resurrected species can have legal implications, particularly for conservation 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 180, Pages 1-196 (May 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/180 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 10 June 2017]  
Research Article  
Finding the Roads to Justice? Examining Trajectories of Transition for Internally 
Displaced Women in Colombia  
Kristin Bergtora Sandvik,  Julieta Lemaitre  
05 Jun 2017  
 

http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-4/issuetoc
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/356/6342/1016
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/356/6342/1016
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/180
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles/10.5334/sta.493/
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles/10.5334/sta.493/
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles/10.5334/sta.493/
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles/10.5334/sta.493/
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Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Spring 2017   Volume 15, Number 2  
https://ssir.org/issue/spring_2017 
   All too often people use intuition, along with trial and error, to devise social programs. But we 
now have a large and growing body of knowledge about how people interact with their 
environment and with each other. The cover story in the spring 2017 issue of Stanford Social 
Innovation Review, “The New Science of Designing for Humans,” discusses how the social 
sector can draw on behavioral science to design more effective programs. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 9, Issue 5 (May 2017)  
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/5 
Editorial  
Open Innovation in Value Chain for Sustainability of Firms  
by JinHyo Joseph Yun and Tan Yigitcanlar 
Sustainability 2017, 9(5), 811; doi:10.3390/su9050811 
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2017 
Abstract  
This piece serves as the guest editorial of the Special Issue on the ‘Open Innovation in Value 
Chain for Sustainability of Firms’. Firstly, this editorial piece asks whether it is possible for firms 
to sustain their performance forever. Then, it reviews the popular literature on the value chain. 
Afterwards, it develops a research framework for open innovation in the value chain, and 
proposes five ways of open innovation taking place within it. These include user open 
innovation, customer open innovation, common profit community, together growth community, 
and inner open innovation. Lastly, this editorial introduces articles from the Special Issue that 
concentrate on the various open innovation perspectives for firms to achieve sustainability 
 
Article  
How Sharing Can Contribute to More Sustainable Cities  
by Christopher T. Boyko, Stephen J. Clune, Rachel F. D. Cooper, Claire J. Coulton, Nick S. Dunn, 
Serena Pollastri, Joanne M. Leach, Christopher J. Bouch, Mariana Cavada, Valeria De Laurentiis, 
Mike Goodfellow-Smith, James D. Hale, Dan K. G. Hunt, Susan E. Lee, Martin Locret-Collet, Jon 
P. Sadler, Jonathan Ward, Christopher D. F. Rogers, Cosmin Popan, Katerina Psarikidou, John 
Urry, Luke S. Blunden, Leonidas Bourikas, Milena Büchs, Jane Falkingham, Mikey Harper, 
Patrick A. B. James, Mamusu Kamanda, Tatiana Sanches, Philip Tuner, Phil Y. Wu, AbuBakr S. 
Bahaj, Adriana Ortegon, Katie Barnes, Ellie Cosgrave, Paul Honeybone, Helene Joffe, Corina 
Kwami, Victoria Zeeb, Brian Collins and Nick Tyler 
Sustainability 2017, 9(5), 701; doi:10.3390/su9050701 
Received: 4 April 2017 / Revised: 25 April 2017 / Accepted: 26 April 2017 / Published: 29 April 
2017 
Abstract  
Recently, much of the literature on sharing in cities has focused on the sharing economy, in 
which people use online platforms to share underutilized assets in the marketplace. This view of 
sharing is too narrow for cities, as it neglects the myriad of ways, reasons, and scales in which 
citizens share in urban environments. Research presented here by the Liveable Cities team in 
the form of participant workshops in Lancaster and Birmingham, UK, suggests that a broader 
approach to understanding sharing in cities is essential. The research also highlighted tools and 
methods that may be used to help to identify sharing in communities. The paper ends with 
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advice to city stakeholders, such as policymakers, urban planners, and urban designers, who 
are considering how to enhance sustainability in cities through sharing. 
 
Article 
 A New Sustainability City Index Based on Intellectual Capital Approach  
by José-Luis Alfaro-Navarro, Víctor-Raúl López-Ruiz and Domingo Nevado Peña 
Sustainability 2017, 9(5), 860; doi:10.3390/su9050860 
Received: 19 March 2017 / Revised: 10 May 2017 / Accepted: 16 May 2017 / Published: 19 May 
2017 
Abstract 
Urban sustainability is a key factor that must be considered at the local level, however, there 
are few studies that consider sustainability using the triple bottom line approach and apply it to 
a large number of cities. In this paper, we develop a sustainability city index based on the triple 
bottom line using an intellectual capital approach that attempts to solve the negative aspects 
identified in the main indices proposed in the existing literature, such as the use of: subjective 
weightings, an arithmetic average or index that is not comparable. Here, we have used 
information available in the Urban Audit database for 2009. The results for 158 cities in 24 
European countries show that the cities with the best positions are in the northern European 
countries. German cities occupied the best positions in the three dimensions of sustainability, 
albeit with a slightly worse performance in the social dimension. Moreover, the proposal index is 
consistent, without redundancy among the variables considered in the three dimensions. 
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Decomposition Analysis of Forest Ecosystem Services Values  
by Hidemichi Fujii, Masayuki Sato and Shunsuke Managi 
Sustainability 2017, 9(5), 687; doi:10.3390/su9050687 
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Abstract 
Forest ecosystem services are fundamental for human life. To protect and increase forest 
ecosystem services, the driving factors underlying changes in forest ecosystem service values 
must be determined to properly implement forest resource management planning. This study 
examines the driving factors that affect changes in forest ecosystem service values by focusing 
on regional forest characteristics using a dataset of 47 prefectures in Japan for 2000, 2007, and 
2012. We applied two approaches: a contingent valuation method for estimating the forest 
ecosystem service value per area and a decomposition analysis for identifying the main driving 
factors of changes in the value of forest ecosystem services. The results indicate that the value 
of forest ecosystem services has increased due to the expansion of forest area from 2000 to 
2007. However, factors related to forest management and ecosystem service value per area 
have contributed to a decrease in the value of ecosystem services from 2000 to 2007 and from 
2007 to 2012, respectively. 
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http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
March-April, 2017 - Volume 16  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
June 2017   Volume 22, Issue 6  Pages 655–782 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-6/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Volume LIV Nos. 1 & 2 2017    
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
May 2017  
Our Ocean, Our World 
   Under the theme “Our Ocean, Our World”, this special double issue of the UN Chronicle 
explores many of the problems facing the marine ecosystem, with articles by experts and 
eminent personalities actively engaged in finding solutions. The issue was planned in support of 
the Ocean Conference (New York, 5-9 June 2017) and Sustainable Development Goal 14: 
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 12, Issue 2, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°83 - April 2017 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/82/ 
April 2017 
Museums and visitor centres  
   Thousands of museums are located in and around World Heritage sites. Site museums 
preserve the integrity of the sites through conservation efforts, but also enhance interpretation 
and visitor education. Experts, tourists and local communities all have a role in these activities. 
Museums can also help bolster the local and regional economy, and provide platforms for 
debate and discussion as a forum for tackling complex social and intergenerational issues. 
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