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these broad themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this 
regard. This is not intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Syria: Pledging Conference; UN Security Council Meetings 
 
Syrian Arab Republic: Syria crisis: UN Humanitarian Chief welcomes donor pledges 
of $6 billion to help people in need in 2017 [EN/AR]  
(Brussels, 5 April 2017) The high-level Supporting the future of Syria and the region conference 
in Brussels concluded today with a clear international commitment to continue to respond to the 
Syria crisis by supporting humanitarian relief, protection and resilience-building for people in 
need, and also help the neighbouring countries to shoulder the heavy burden from the spill-over 
effects of the crisis. 
 
Forty-one donors at the conference pledged a combined US$6 billion for 2017 in immediate and 
longer term support, and $3.7 billion for 2018 and beyond. The conference was co-chaired by 
EU, UN, Germany, Kuwait, Norway, Qatar and the United Kingdom. 
 
“The needs have never been greater and the requirements have never been higher for the Syria 
crisis. Today has been a momentous opportunity for much of the world to come together to 
commit more support and solidarity for Syrians and those affected across the region,” said 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Stephen 
O'Brien in welcoming the pledges. “We now need, as soon as possible, to see these pledges 
turned into cash for action… 

 
:::::::  
 
Security Council, 7915th meeting – The situation in the Middle East (Syria)  
The situation in the Middle East  
5 Apr 2017 
[Meeting Video: 01:58] 
Letter dated 27 March 2017 from the Secretary-General addressed to the President of the 
Security Council (S/2017/260)  
 
Security Council, 7919th meeting – The situation in the Middle East (Syria)  
The situation in the Middle East (Syria)  
7 Apr 2017 –  
[Meeting Video: 01:58:16] 
 
Members Warn That Persistent Deadlock Threatens Security Council’s, ‘Remaining 
Credibility’, in Meeting on United States Air Strike against Syria 
Security Council - 7919th Meeting (AM)  
7 April 2017  SC/12783 
Members voiced frustration over the persistent deadlock in the Security Council, as they held an 
emergency meeting today following air strikes launched by the United States against a Syrian 
military base, with some delegates warning that the organ could lose its “remaining credibility” 
if unity remained out of reach. 
 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-un-humanitarian-chief-welcomes-donor-pledges-6-billion-help
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-un-humanitarian-chief-welcomes-donor-pledges-6-billion-help
http://webtv.un.org/search/the-situation-in-the-middle-east-syria-security-council-7915th-meeting/5386184129001?term=Security%20Council&languages=&sort=date
http://webtv.un.org/search/the-situation-in-the-middle-east-syria-security-council-7915th-meeting/5386184129001?term=Security%20Council&languages=&sort=date
http://undocs.org/S/2017/260
http://undocs.org/S/2017/260
http://webtv.un.org/watch/the-situation-in-the-middle-east-syria-security-council-7919th-meeting/5389737697001
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12783.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12783.doc.htm
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While a number of delegates expressed support for the air strikes as a “proportionate” response 
to the Syrian Government’s alleged use of chemical weapons against civilians earlier this week, 
others condemned it as a unilateral act of aggression, underlining that the Council must 
authorize any such intervention. 
 
At the outset, Jeffrey Feltman, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, recalled that on 
4 April, alarming reports had emerged that an alleged chemical weapons attack had resulted in 
86 deaths and more than 300 injuries.  This morning, two United States naval vessels deployed 
in the eastern Mediterranean Sea had launched 59 cruise missiles targeting Syria’s Al-Shayrat 
military base, he said, adding that the United States had explained the strike as a response to 
the alleged chemical attack. 
 
“It is important that this Council send a strong, collective message that any use of chemical 
weapons will not be tolerated and will have consequences,” the Under-Secretary-General 
emphasized that the international community must hold all perpetrators accountable.  At the 
same time, he said, Secretary-General António Guterres remained mindful of the risk of 
escalation and had publicly appealed for restraint. 
 
The representative of the United States emphasized that the Assad regime had murdered 
hundreds of thousands of people, broken international law and committed criminal acts that 
had shocked humanity’s conscience.  The use of chemical weapons against civilians was one 
occasion when the United States would not stand by, she said, adding that the Russian 
Federation also bore responsibility, having made it known that it would use its veto to cover up 
for Assad.  The world was waiting for the Russian Federation to reconsider its misplaced 
alliance with that regime, she said, stressing that it was time for all nations to stop the horrors 
taking place in Syria and demand a political solution. 
 
Striking a similar tone, the United Kingdom’s representative declared:  “Assad showed us, yet 
again, this time in Idlib, that he is capable of redefining horror.”  Expressing support for the air 
strike, he emphasized that war crimes had consequences, describing the attack as a strong 
effort to save lives by ensuring that such actions would never recur. 
 
Syria’s representative, however, denounced the air strike as a “barbaric, flagrant act of 
aggression” representing a violation of both the United Nations Charter and international 
law.  The Government of Syria did not possess chemical weapons and would never use them 
under any conditions, he emphasized, warning:  “This aggression will surely send an erroneous 
message to the terrorist groups, emboldening them to use more chemical weapons in the 
future.”  He expressed regret that history had come “full circle”, with the United States once 
again using fabricated evidence to justify its actions and to spread hegemony around the world. 
 
The Russian Federation’s representative said the United States often cited the need to combat 
terrorism as justification for its presence on Syrian territory, despite the presence of its troops 
without invitation from Syria or Council approval, he said, adding that United States aggression 
had only strengthened terrorism by its attack on the Syrian air force, which had combated 
terrorism for years.  Following the air strike, Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Da’esh) 
and Al-Nusrah had carried out attacks against Syrian military sites, he said.  The draft resolution 
recently tabled by the United States, United Kingdom and France was “erroneous” in its 
determination that Damascus was guilty, he said, asking why they had not presumed its 
innocence instead.  Describing the air strike as an attempt to distract from tragedies in Mosul 
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and elsewhere, he said that his delegation did not need to engage in a cynical show of 
photographs to recall those events. 
 
Terrorism must be fought according to standards, he emphasized, adding:  “Look at what you 
are doing in Iraq.”  Noting that the Council’s 10 non-permanent members had worked for 
compromise on 6 April, he also pointed out that they had thanked the United States for having 
postponed a vote.  However, there had been no need for gratitude because that delegation had 
already decided to take military action… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
ICC launches a free SMS public information platform in Uganda 
4 April 2017 
   On 3 April 2017, the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or "Court") has launched an 
interactive free SMS platform designed to give victims, the communities affected by the crimes 
alleged in the case of Mr Dominic Ongwen, and the general population of Uganda, the 
opportunity to follow the proceedings before the Court.  
    "The mobile technology and SMS platform enhances and complements the work of the 
multidisciplinary Registry's team in the country having the potential to reach a wide population 
with adequate and timely information. An open dialogue and deep understanding of the judicial 
developments before the ICC are key to ensure effectiveness of the victims' rights and of the 
ICC proceedings," said Mr Herman Von Hebel, the Registrar of the Court.  
   The introduction in Uganda of this platform developed in cooperation with the Canadian NGO 
"Peace Geeks'' deepens the dialogue between Ugandan population and the representatives of 
the ICC who started the outreach initiatives since 2006.  The platform will enable subscribers to 
receive and respond in three languages, Acholi, Ateso and English to regular public information 
at no cost… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Report: United against all forms of torture: Applying a cross- cutting perspective to 
prevent, prohibit and redress torture globally 
18th EU-NGO Human Rights Forum  
Brussels, 1-2 December 2016   
 
Published by Human Rights & Democracy Network [HRDN] 
3 April 2017 :: 43 pages 
PDF: http://www.hrdn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/NGO-forum-report-final.pdf 
A core group of the HRDN organisations worked on the preparation of the Forum, led by the 
HRDN co-chairs, together with Amnesty International (AI), the International Rehabilitation 
Council for Torture Victims (IRCT), the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), the 
Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT) and the International Federation of Action by 
Christians for the Abolition of Torture (FIACAT). The report was drafted by Elena Zacharenko in 
collaboration with the HRDN working group. 
 
This report aims to capture the discussions and outline the recommendations from the 2016 
EU-NGO Human Rights Forum entitled ‘United against all forms of torture: Applying a cross- 
cutting perspective to prevent, prohibit and redress torture globally’, co-organised by HRDN and 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1292
http://www.hrdn.eu/2017/04/03/3-april-2017/
http://www.hrdn.eu/2017/04/03/3-april-2017/
http://www.hrdn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/NGO-forum-report-final.pdf
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the EEAS. Human rights defenders (HRDs) and activists from over forty countries testified to 
the realities of torture and ill-treatment and reflected together about current policy approaches 
at national, regional and international levels and possible ways forward to effectively combat 
torture. The resulting recommendations are directed to the EU, its member states, third 
countries and civil society on policy and practice at home and abroad, in bilateral relations and 
finally with the ambition of greater international, multilateral efforts to stop torture worldwide. 
 
Report: States must reach out to torture victims  
IRCT - Statements & Declarations 06 Apr 2017  
States must do more to reach out to torture victims and provide holistic rehabilitation services 
so victims can rebuild their lives after torture, says a new report that presents the key 
conclusions from last year’s EU-NGO Human Rights Forum. 
 
At the human rights forum more than a dozen IRCT members joined human rights defenders 
and activists from 40 countries to share their experience on how to eradicate torture and ensure 
rehabilitation for victims. Among them was IRCT member, the Human Rights Foundation of 
Turkey, who shared its experience working under constant harassment and reprisals from the 
Government because of its provision of rehabilitation services and other human rights activities. 
Other IRCT members from the Philippines and Georgia also shared their experiences, including 
their work on documenting torture and the challenges in getting States to effectively investigate 
torture claims. 
  
The key messages coming from IRCT members was that that there is an urgent need to 
reinforce systemic measures of redress and rehabilitation for victims of torture within national 
legal systems to ensure their sustainability when faced with changing governments or political 
will. Here, torture rehabilitation centres play a vital role in enabling victims to access medical 
and psychological support as well as justice and redress. 
  
The report issues recommendations directed to the EU, its member states, third countries and 
civil society on policy and practice at home and abroad. The main recommendations on 
rehabilitation of torture victims are to: 
   :: Ensure the safety of staff at rehabilitation centres – both in terms of their work in risky 
environments and in their role of documenting abuses; 
   :: Find ways to reach out to torture victims, as they are not likely to seek out treatment 
centres pro-actively; 
   :: Provide holistic treatment including medical care as well as legal aid to those who want to 
seek judicial remedies; and ensure sensitivity to gender and ethnicity; 
   :: Prioritise victims’ safety and security in all rehabilitation and redress processes. 
   :: Ensure that victims have the right to make informed choices with regard to the redress and 
justice-seeking process – they should not be deprived of access to rehabilitation or psycho-
social support if they are not willing to go through the legal steps to access redress; 
   :: Involve survivors in advocacy activities, allowing them to provide testimonies and insights 
on effective methods of redress and rehabilitation. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
The Right to Protection: Ending violence against children 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  
April 2017 :: 44 pages 

http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/919
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/publications/news/the-right-to-protection
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PDF: http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/getmedia/e8e75de1-1efd-43df-91a5-
9cd74c62ddc6/ViolenceAgainstChildren-WEB.pdf 
New report exposes prevalence of violence against children and describes effective projects 
around world to reduce and prevent it 
 
Executive Summary and Calls to Action [Excerpt] 
Children without parental care are among the most vulnerable and left behind members of 
society, and they are one of the most likely groups to have been exposed to violence. 
 
At least one in six children entering an SOS Children’s Villages’ programme has previously 
experienced violence.2 This can have a devastating impact on children’s survival, their physical, 
psychosocial and mental health, their development and wellbeing, and their dignity. 
International law clearly sets out the child’s right to protection in the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children and most recently the 
Sustainable Development Goals. But even where legislative frameworks for child protection and 
the prevention of violence are in place, challenges often remain in implementation and the  
allocation of necessary resources. 
 
This paper examines the various forms of violence to which children without parental care or at 
risk of losing it are exposed. It describes our commitment to preventing all forms of violence 
against children and adolescents, including those participating in our programmes, and how we 
respond to cases of violence when they occur. 
 
Calls to Action 
Working towards the goal of ending all forms of violence against children, we call upon all 
stakeholders in the field of child protection, development, humanitarian aid and social services 
to take action to substantially reduce violence through appropriate prevention and response 
measures. In particular, we call on national governments as primary duty bearers for children’s 
safety – as well as on policymakers, international institutions, social, health and education 
services, criminal justice, NGOs and civil society groups, donors, community-based 
organisations and authority figures, alternative care providers, the private sector and the media 
– to consider, support and implement the following calls to action: 
 
(1) Violence against children is one of the main reasons for family separation. Policy and 
programming must support parents as primary caregivers through the provision of targeted 
services. Strategies must foster non-violent, positive parenting, reduce vulnerable situations 
such as poverty through access to appropriate support, and strengthen safe and trauma-
informed schools and communities. 
 
(2) Children need reliable, stable and nurturing relationships when they are in the care of their 
families or in alternative care. Decision-making on care placements must be individualised to 
provide the best solution for each child, with their best interest as the primary consideration.  
Care must be trauma-informed and more definite data on the risks and the exposure of children 
to violence within alternative care must be compiled through collaborative efforts. 
 
(3) A child rights based approach must be embedded in the daily work of professionals working 
with children and young people in alternative care. Professional caregivers must be carefully 
recruited, with special consideration given to their personal and professional competencies. 
Training, on-going professional development opportunities and support is required to underpin 
the quality of care. 

http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/getmedia/e8e75de1-1efd-43df-91a5-9cd74c62ddc6/ViolenceAgainstChildren-WEB.pdf
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/getmedia/e8e75de1-1efd-43df-91a5-9cd74c62ddc6/ViolenceAgainstChildren-WEB.pdf
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(4) Organisations working with children must implement the International Child Safeguarding 
Standards. Mechanisms to report violence against children must be safe, widely published, 
transparent and accessible, especially for children in alternative care. Data must always be 
treated confidentially. Compliance must be monitored through regular internal and external 
review processes and can be certified by the Keeping Children Safe Coalition. 
 
(5) All states must establish specific laws prohibiting all forms of violence against children in 
families and in alternative care. States must effectively resource and implement law, policy and 
practice to prevent violence. This includes, but is not limited to, international child protection 
standards, such as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Guidelines for the 
Alternative Care of Children and the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
(6) Efforts must be scaled up to break the cycle of violence against children. This requires an 
integrated and systematic approach on national and international levels: to raise awareness and 
prevent violence in all spheres of life, provide care and support to all child victims, build 
capacity to effectively manage child abuse incidents, and improve data collection. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
The Grand Bargain Explained: An ICVA Briefing Paper 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies 
March 2017 :: 19 pages  
Overview 
   What is the Grand Bargain? Why was it created? What does it hope to achieve? What are the 
Grand Bargain work streams and how can I participate? 
   ICVA, a global network of humanitarian NGOs dedicated to principled and 
effective humanitarian action, has created this Grand Bargain briefing paper to support 
NGOs (and all humanitarian actors) better understand and engage in the Grand Bargain. This 
briefing paper forms part of ICVA’s humanitarian financing learning stream. 
 
[Excerpt from introductory text] 
THE ORIGINS OF THE GRAND BARGAIN 
The humanitarian financing gap continues to rise. In 2015, when OCHA put the total funding 
requirements at $19.8 billion, only $10.9 billion was provided by donors, leaving a 45% 
shortfall. The previous UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon acknowledged this gap, and building 
on discussions with the then High Commissioner for Refugees (now Secretary General) António 
Guterres and the then Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos, in January 2015 announced 
the creation of a “High-Level Panel”. The purpose of the Panel was “to consider new ways and 
opportunities to address the funding gap.” 
 
High Level Panel members were announced in May 2015 and were well regarded, influential 
individuals from diverse backgrounds. The co-chairs included Kristalina Georgieva, the then Vice 
President for Budget and Human Resources in the European Commission, and Sultan Nazrin 
Shah, the Ruler of Perak in Malaysia. Review the full list of Panel Members in Annex I. 
 
In January 2016, the Panel launched its report called “Too important to fail – addressing the 
humanitarian financing gap.” The report, categorised into three chapters, introduced the 
concept of the now-famous “Grand Bargain”: 

http://www.alnap.org/pool/files/icva-grand-bargain-explained.pdf
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/sg-panel-humanitarian-financing-draft-tor
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/sg-panel-humanitarian-financing-draft-tor
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/%5BHLP%20Report%5D%20Too%20important%20to%20fail%E2%80%94addressing%20the%20humanitarian%20financing%20gap.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/%5BHLP%20Report%5D%20Too%20important%20to%20fail%E2%80%94addressing%20the%20humanitarian%20financing%20gap.pdf
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1. Shrink the needs: A shared responsibility 
2. Deepen and broaden the resource base for humanitarian action 
3. Improve delivery: A Grand Bargain on efficiency 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Ford Foundation commits $1 billion from endowment to mission-related 
investments  
:: A major commitment to be phased in over 10 years 
:: Largest commitment of its kind by a private foundation 
:: An effort to help advance the broader marketplace for impact investing 
:: Resulting MRI investments will initially focus on affordable housing, financial services 
:: “The next generation of innovation in philanthropic impact” 
  
NEW YORK / 5 April 2017 – The Ford Foundation today announced it is committing up to $1 
billion from its $12 billion endowment over the next 10 years to the nascent investment field 
known as mission-related investing. 
 
The commitment is one of the largest ever made to MRIs, and the largest by a private 
foundation. The move sends a signal to other foundation and institutional investors that 
perhaps the time has come to consider the potential of impact investing. 
 
Using a deliberate and phased approach, the foundation will gradually carve out funds from its 
existing investment portfolio and deploy them over time into funds seeking to earn not only 
attractive financial returns but concrete social returns as well.  Initial investments will focus on 
areas where the foundation has deep prior experience and sees both significant investment 
opportunity and significant alignment with its mission to reduce poverty and injustice.  Two 
initial areas of focus are affordable housing in the United States and access to financial services 
in emerging markets. 
 
“We are making this commitment because we believe MRIs have the potential to become the 
next great innovation for advancing social good,” said Darren Walker, president of the Ford 
Foundation. “We need to expand our imaginations and our tools if we want to tackle the large-
scale problems facing the world today. We can’t neglect the tremendous power of markets, 
including the capital markets, to contribute—and with today’s announcement, we are putting a 
significant amount of our money where our mission is.”… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Agreement on software preservation signed at UNESCO 
03 April 2017 
UNESCO and the National Institute for Research in Computer Science and Automation (INRIA) 
today signed an agreement at the Organization’s headquarters to contribute to the preservation 
of the technological and scientific knowledge contained in software. This includes promoting 
universal access to software source code. 
 

http://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-commits-1-billion-from-endowment-to-mission-related-investments/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-commits-1-billion-from-endowment-to-mission-related-investments/
http://en.unesco.org/news/agreement-software-preservation-signed-unesco
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The agreement was signed in the presence of the President of the French Republic, François 
Hollande, UNESCO’s Director-General, Irina Bokova, and INRIA’s Chief Executive Officer, 
Antoine Petit.  
 
"The role of digital or software in our societies has become considerable (...)," said François 
Hollande. There is no need to be afraid or fall into a form of deification of the tool itself or 
technology. We must not believe that this is the solution to all our problems. What is expected 
of us is to be able to control, to be able to transmit, is to be able to put these technologies, this 
information, these elements that become of the heritage at the service of the humanity. This is 
the meaning of the INRIA-UNESCO convention, based on research, culture and education." 
 
"This partnership with INRIA marks the strengthening of an international mobilization for the 
preservation and sharing of software heritage," said the Director-General of UNESCO, 
welcoming the commitment at the highest level of France in this domain. The Director-General 
welcomed the new agreement, which "links two essential components of UNESCO's work for 
cooperation and peace: heritage preservation on the one hand, innovation and research on the 
other." 
 
‘It is right to provide to each future citizen, no matter what is the country of origin and culture, 
the keys to understand the digital word in which he lives and for providing him with the 
capacity to make informed choices. Our partnership must help us to spread this idea and to 
make it shared by as many people as possible," declared Antoine Petit.   
 
This agreement between UNESCO and INRIA aims to foster an international debate and 
actions in favor of a universal access to all digital documents, but also to preserve scientific and 
technical knowledge contained in software… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
World Health Day 2017 - High-level event on mental health and depression in the 
context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
[Event Video: 2:25:58] 
   Depression affects people of all ages, from all walks of life, in all countries. Untreated 
depression can prevent people from working and participating in family and community life.  
WHO’s “Depression: Let’s Talk” campaign seeks to promote a better understanding of 
depression, prevention and treatment mechanisms, and the underlying importance of talking 
about depression as a vital component for reducing stigmas and supporting recovery. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 8 April 2017] 
Iraq  -  
Special health situation report from Mosulpdf, 646kb  1 April 2017 
 
South Sudan  -  

http://webtv.un.org/watch/world-health-day-2017-high-level-event-on-mental-health-and-depression-in-the-context-of-the-2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development/5389815158001#full-text
http://webtv.un.org/watch/world-health-day-2017-high-level-event-on-mental-health-and-depression-in-the-context-of-the-2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development/5389815158001#full-text
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/sitreps/iraq-sitrep-1april2017.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
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WHO supports new initiative to more easily allow people living in South Sudan’s rural 
communities to access health services  
   Juba, 3 April 2017 - The World Health Organization (WHO) is supporting the Republic of 
South Sudan’s Ministry of Health and partners to roll-out a new approach to community health 
service delivery called the Boma Health Initiative. Currently, only 40% of people in South Sudan 
are within reach of health facilities and have consistent access to primary health care services. 
The Boma Health Initiative seeks to provide sustainable delivery of essential health care and 
public health programmes at the community level. 
 
The Syrian Arab Republic  -  
WHO alarmed by use of highly toxic chemicals as weapons in Syria  
   5 April 2017 | GENEVA - WHO is alarmed by serious reports of the use of highly toxic 
chemicals in an attack in Khan Shaykhun, southern rural Idleb, Syria. According to Health 
Cluster partners on the ground treating the patients, at least 70 people have died and hundreds 
more have been affected. Doctors in Idleb are reporting that dozens of patients suffering from 
breathing difficulties and suffocation have been admitted to hospitals in the governorate for 
urgent medical attention, many of them women and children. 
 
Nigeria - No new announcements identified  
Yemen - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 8 April 2017] 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified. 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified. 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Iraq  
:: Iraq: Mosul Humanitarian Response Situation Report No. 27 (27 March - 2 April 2017) 
[EN/KU] 
:: Mosul Humanitarian Crisis, 4 April 2017 
 
Syria   
:: 7 Apr 2017  Syrian Arab Republic: 2016 Humanitarian Dashboard, January - December 2016 
:: 4 April 2017  Syria crisis: UN Humanitarian Chief welcomes donor pledges of $6 billion to help 
people in need in… 

http://www.afro.who.int/en/ssd/news/item/9489-who-supports-new-initiative-to-more-easily-allow-people-living-in-south-sudans-rural-communities-to-access-health-services.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/ssd/news/item/9489-who-supports-new-initiative-to-more-easily-allow-people-living-in-south-sudans-rural-communities-to-access-health-services.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2017/toxic-chemicals-syria/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
http://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/emergencies
http://www.unocha.org/iraq
http://reliefweb.int/node/1973099
http://reliefweb.int/node/1973099
http://reliefweb.int/node/1974669
http://www.unocha.org/syria
http://reliefweb.int/node/1980809
http://reliefweb.int/node/1977149
http://reliefweb.int/node/1977149
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:: 4 Apr 2017  UN Humanitarian Chief -  Opening remarks at the ‘Humanitarian situation inside 
Syria: Needs, challenges and way forward” thematic session of the Brussels conference on 
Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region 
 
Yemen –  
:: 4 April 2017  Statement on behalf of the Humanitarian Country Team in Yemen, on the 
Critical Importance to Maintain Al Hudaydah Port Open [EN/AR] 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
7 April 2017  
GA/11903 
Top UNHCR Official, at General Assembly, Stresses Need to Counter Isolationist Rhetoric 
Surrounding Refugees in Mediterranean, Reframe Narrative 
   Speakers underscored a need to reframe the narrative surrounding refugees and irregular 
migration in the Mediterranean basin, as well as the importance of addressing root causes, as 
the General Assembly today took up the issue against the backdrop of a chemical weapons 
attack in Syria this week and an ensuing air strike by the United States. 
 
7 April 2017  
SG/SM/18487 
Secretary-General Urges ‘Restraint’ after United States Air Strikes against Syria, Stressing Risk 
of Escalation, Need for Renewed Commitment to Political Solution 
 
7 April 2017  
SC/12783 
Members Warn That Persistent Deadlock Threatens Security Council’s, ‘Remaining Credibility’, in 
Meeting on United States Air Strike against Syria 
   Members voiced frustration over the persistent deadlock in the Security Council, as they held 
an emergency meeting today following air strikes launched by the United States against a 
Syrian military base, with some delegates warning that the organ could lose its “remaining 
credibility” if unity remained out of reach. 
 
5 April 2017  
SC/12777 
Chemical-Weapons Attack in Syria Was Largest Such Event Since 2013, Disarmament Affairs 
Chief Tells Security Council 
   The reported use of chemical weapons in north-western Syria, if confirmed, would constitute 
the largest single such attack in that war-torn country since 2013, the High Representative for 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/USG%20O%27Brien%20remarks%20Brussels%205%20April2017.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/USG%20O%27Brien%20remarks%20Brussels%205%20April2017.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/USG%20O%27Brien%20remarks%20Brussels%205%20April2017.pdf
http://www.unocha.org/yemen
http://reliefweb.int/node/1975014
http://reliefweb.int/node/1975014
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11903.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11903.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18487.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18487.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12783.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12783.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12777.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12777.doc.htm
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Disarmament Affairs told the Security Council today, as members weighed a draft resolution to 
be tabled by France, United Kingdom and the United States. 
 
4 April 2017  
SG/SM/18483-POP/1057 
Secretary-General Urges Donors to Step up Population Agency Funding Following Potentially 
Devastating Cuts by United States 
The following statement was issued today by the Spokesman for UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres: 
The Secretary-General deeply regrets the decision by the United States to cut financial support 
for the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), which could have devastating effects on the 
health of vulnerable women and girls and their families around the world. 
 
He believes that the decision is based on an inaccurate perception of the nature and importance 
of the work of UNFPA. 
 
As High Commissioner for Refugees for over 10 years, the Secretary-General saw first-hand the 
life-saving character of UNFPA’s activities.  He appeals to donors to increase their support for 
UNFPA in order to allow it to continue its critical work during this difficult period. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Press briefing note on Syria and Gaza 
 
Preserve separation of powers, Zeid urges Venezuela 
 
Comment by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein on this week's visit 
by the President of Sudan, Omar al-Bashir, to the Arab League Summit in Jordan 
 
UN human rights expert to assess the situation of trafficking in persons in Cuba 
 
UN rights expert urges shift away from drugs in addressing depression 
 
UN experts urge Saudi Arabia to halt forced evictions and demolitions of the Al-Masora 
neighborhood in Awamia 
 
Australia’s Aboriginal peoples face “tsunami” of imprisonment, UN expert finds 
 
UN rights experts urge Russia to drop Jehovah’s Witness lawsuit which threatens religious 
freedom 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18483.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18483.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21492&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21470&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21469&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21469&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21488&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21484&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21482&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21482&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21475&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21479&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21479&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
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Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 8 April 2017] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
5 April 2017 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard 
of physical and mental health The World Health Day - 7 April 2017 
Depression: Let's talk about how we address mental health 
Mr. Dainius Pūras  
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
08 Apr 2017  
South Sudan: South Sudan: Humanitarian Coordinator demands immediate end to attacks on 
civilians, aid workers  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: South Sudan, Uganda 
(Juba, 8 April 2017): Following a week which saw attacks against both aid workers and civilians, 
the Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan, Eugene Owusu, demanded that parties to the 
conflict uphold their responsibilities to protect civilians and ensure the safety and security of 
humanitarians. “Over the past week, we have received reports of outrageous abuses against 
humanitarians by both state and...  
 
05 Apr 2017  
Syrian Arab Republic: Syria crisis: UN Humanitarian Chief welcomes donor pledges of $6 billion 
to help people in need in 2017 [EN/AR]  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syrian Arab Republic, Turkey (Brussels, 5 April 2017) The high-level Supporting the 
future of Syria and the region conference in Brussels concluded today with a clear international 
commitment to continue to respond to the Syria crisis by supporting humanitarian relief, 
protection and resilience-building for people in need, and also help the neighbouring countries 
to shoulder the heavy burden...  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21480&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21480&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21480&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21480&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-humanitarian-coordinator-demands-immediate-end-attacks-civilians-aid
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-humanitarian-coordinator-demands-immediate-end-attacks-civilians-aid
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-un-humanitarian-chief-welcomes-donor-pledges-6-billion-help
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-un-humanitarian-chief-welcomes-donor-pledges-6-billion-help
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05 Apr 2017  
Syrian Arab Republic: Remarks at the ‘Syria – Humanitarian Assistance and Resilience’ segment 
of the ministerial-level plenary session of the Brussels conference on Supporting the Future of 
Syria and the region  
 
04 Apr 2017  
Syrian Arab Republic: USG Stephen O’Brien Remarks at the ‘Syria – Humanitarian Assistance 
and Resilience’ segment of the ministerial-level plenary session of the Brussels conference on 
Supporting the Future of Syria and the region  
 
04 Apr 2017  
Yemen: Statement on behalf of the Humanitarian Country Team in Yemen, on the Critical 
Importance to Maintain Al Hudaydah Port Open [EN/AR]  
 
04 Apr 2017  
Iraq: Mosul Humanitarian Crisis, 4 April 2017  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Iraq 310,000 People 
are currently displaced 3,800 family plots are immediately available to shelter displaced people 
in emergency camps 2,300 m³ water is trucked every day to eastern Mosul by humanitarian 
partners 6,067 people referred from frontline areas to hospitals to receive treatment for trauma 
injuries 54,700 children have received psychosocial support 673,000 people have received 
essential household supplies...  
 
04 Apr 2017  
Syrian Arab Republic: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, O'Brien opening remarks at the Future of Syria and the Region Conference in 
Brussels  
 
03 Apr 2017  
Myanmar: Myanmar Humanitarian News Digest - February/March 2017  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html 
6 April 2017  
At least 27 children killed in Idlib attack - UNICEF 
   NEW YORK/AMMAN,– At least 27 children were confirmed killed in the attack in Idlib, 
northwest of Syria, UNICEF said today. A further 546 people, among them many children, have 
been injured. Casualty figures are expected to rise. 
 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake on reports of chemical weapons attacks 
on children and families in Syria 
   NEW YORK, 4 April 2017 - “The images of children choking and dying in the streets of Idlib, 
Syria, following alleged chemical weapons attacks, are as horrific as they are 
heartbreaking.  Our thoughts and prayers are with the victims and their families. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/remarks-syria-humanitarian-assistance-and-resilience-segment-ministerial
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/remarks-syria-humanitarian-assistance-and-resilience-segment-ministerial
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/remarks-syria-humanitarian-assistance-and-resilience-segment-ministerial
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/usg-stephen-o-brien-remarks-syria-humanitarian-assistance-and-resilience
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/usg-stephen-o-brien-remarks-syria-humanitarian-assistance-and-resilience
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/usg-stephen-o-brien-remarks-syria-humanitarian-assistance-and-resilience
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/statement-behalf-humanitarian-country-team-yemen-critical-importance-maintain-al
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/statement-behalf-humanitarian-country-team-yemen-critical-importance-maintain-al
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/mosul-humanitarian-crisis-4-april-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-65
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-65
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-65
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-news-digest-februarymarch-2017
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95527.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95522.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95522.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
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Kristin Davis appointed UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador 6 Apr 2017 
 
Lack of funding putting help for Syrian refugees and hosts at risk, as Brussels Syria Conference 
set to open 4 Apr 2017 
 
Kuwait, UNHCR sign landmark agreement to aid Syrian refugees 2 Apr 2017 
 
Briefing Notes 
UNHCR concerned over the deteriorating South Sudan situation 7 Apr 2017 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
2017-04-07 16:55 
Aleppo: 10,000 Displaced People, Returnees Reached with Life-Saving Aid 
   Syria - On 2 April, IOM reached approximately 10,000 people with lifesaving aid in Aleppo, 
Syria. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 29,811, Deaths: 663 
2017-04-07 16:52 
   Switzerland - IOM reports that 29,811 migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea in 2017 
through 5 April, with over 80 percent arriving in Italy and the rest in Spain and Greece. This 
compares with 172,353 through the first 96 days of 2016. 
 
IOM Supports Livelihood Help for South Sudanese Refugees, Host Communities in Ethiopia 
2017-04-04 16:38 
   Ethiopia - Since September 2016, nearly 73,000 South Sudanese refugees have crossed into 
Gambella, one of Ethiopia’s least developed regions. IOM is supporting South Sudanese 
refugees and host communities to increase their household income through several small-scale 
livelihood... 
 
Greater Steps Taken towards Safe Labour Mobility in Southern Africa 
2017-04-04 16:35 
   South Africa - IOM, the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Southern Africa 
Development Community (SADC) launched a set of guidelines last week (30/03) that 
encourages Southern African countries to strengthen intraregional labour migration cooperation. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.unaids.org/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 8 April 2017] 
Highlights  
World Health Day - 7 April 2017 
Depression: let’s talk 
   7 April 2017 – Depression is the leading cause of ill health and disability worldwide. More than 
300 million people are now living with depression, an increase of more than 18% between 2005 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/4/58e62f804/kristin-davis-appointed-unhcr-goodwill-ambassador.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/4/58e340324/lack-funding-help-syrian-refugees-hosts-risk-brussels-syria-conference.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/4/58e340324/lack-funding-help-syrian-refugees-hosts-risk-brussels-syria-conference.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/4/58e168854/kuwait-unhcr-sign-landmark-agreement-aid-syrian-refugees.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/4/58e74ec94/unhcr-concerned-deteriorating-south-sudan-situation.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/aleppo-10000-displaced-people-returnees-reached-life-saving-aid
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-29811-deaths-663
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-supports-livelihood-help-south-sudanese-refugees-host-communities-ethiopia
http://www.iom.int/news/greater-steps-taken-towards-safe-labour-mobility-southern-africa
http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2017/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/campaigns/world-health-day/2017/en/index.html
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and 2015. WHO is leading a global campaign on depression for World Health Day 2017, with 
the goal of enabling more people with mental disorders to live healthy, productive lives. 
 
World Health Day 2017 - High-level event on mental health and depression in the context of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
[Event Video: 2:25:58] 
Depression affects people of all ages, from all walks of life, in all countries. Untreated 
depression can prevent people from working and participating in family and community life.  
WHO’s “Depression: Let’s Talk” campaign seeks to promote a better understanding of 
depression, prevention and treatment mechanisms, and the underlying importance of talking 
about depression as a vital component for reducing stigmas and supporting recovery. 
 
Reference Guide: Developing health financing strategy 
   April 2017 – A new guide published by WHO examines policy development for health 
financing, expanding on areas including revenue raising, pooling revenues, purchasing services, 
benefit design, and rationing mechanisms. Health financing is key to improving health system 
performance and progressing towards universal health coverage (UHC).  
 
WHO alarmed by use of highly toxic chemicals as weapons in Syria 
   April 2017 – WHO is alarmed by serious reports of the use of highly toxic chemicals in an 
attack in Khan Shaykhun, southern rural Idleb, Syria. According to Health Cluster partners on 
the ground treating the patients, at least 70 people have died and hundreds more have been 
affected.  
 
Study on the persistence of Zika virus in body fluids  
   April 2017 – Over the course of 2016, WHO along with the global research community quickly 
built evidence that Zika virus transmission through sex was not only possible, but more 
common than previously assumed. But many questions still remain unanswered.  
 
WHO calls for increased support for health aid in Syria and refugee-hosting neighbouring 
countries 
April 2017 – In Syria, limited specialized medical staff, ambulances, equipment and medical 
supplies have led to growing numbers of deaths which could have been prevented. Large 
numbers of wounded Syrians continue to die or face permanent disabilities as a result of limited 
access to medical care  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO    
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Ismael Cala joins PAHO’s World Health Day Campaign (04/06/2017)  
:: PAHO trains more than 100 journalists from the Americas on responsible coverage of suicide 
to prevent ‘suicide contagion’ (04/06/2017) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 

http://webtv.un.org/watch/world-health-day-2017-high-level-event-on-mental-health-and-depression-in-the-context-of-the-2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development/5389815158001#full-text
http://webtv.un.org/watch/world-health-day-2017-high-level-event-on-mental-health-and-depression-in-the-context-of-the-2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development/5389815158001#full-text
http://www.who.int/entity/health_financing/tools/developing-health-financing-strategy/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2017/toxic-chemicals-syria/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/features/2017/zika-study/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-calls-for-increased-support-for-health-aid-in-syria-and-refugee-hosting-neighbouring-countries.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-calls-for-increased-support-for-health-aid-in-syria-and-refugee-hosting-neighbouring-countries.html
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www2.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13124&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www2.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13123&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www2.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13123&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
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WHO European Region EURO 
:: Journalists in Tajikistan expand skills for reporting on tobacco 07-04-2017   
:: Policy dialogue proposed during visit of Minister of Health of Latvia to WHO/Europe 07-04-
2017  
:: Greek Government hosts broad policy dialogue on public health reform 05-04-2017  
:: Tackling mild depression: “iCBT was perfect for me.” 04-04-2017    
:: Major health gains achieved through working together: 15 years of the South-eastern Europe 
Health Network and beyond 03-04-2017  
: Examples of investing in health from the South-eastern Europe Health Network 03-04-2017  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO alarmed by use of highly toxic chemicals as weapons in Syria  5 April 2017 
:: WHO releases new guidance on malaria elimination  5 April 2017  
:: WHO and Morocco sign Country Cooperation Strategy for 2017–2021  2 April 2017  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Social and economic costs of Zika can reach up to US$ 18 billion in Latin America and the 
Caribbean  
Apr 6, 2017 
   The socio-economic cost of the recent spread of the Zika virus in Latin America and the 
Caribbean will total an estimated US$7-18 billion between 2015 and 2017, according to an 
impact assessment launched today by UNDP, in partnership with the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). 
 
Helen Clark: Statement at High-Level Segment on Supporting the Region and the Refugees – 
Implementation of London Commitments and the Way Ahead  
Apr 5, 2017 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Lack of funding putting help for Syrian refugees and hosts at risk, as Brussels Syria Conference 
set to open  
Apr 4, 2017 

http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/tajikistan/news/news/2017/04/journalists-in-tajikistan-expand-skills-for-reporting-on-tobacco2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2017/04/policy-dialogue-proposed-during-visit-of-minister-of-health-of-latvia-to-whoeurope2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2017/04/policy-dialogue-proposed-during-visit-of-minister-of-health-of-latvia-to-whoeurope2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2017/04/policy-dialogue-proposed-during-visit-of-minister-of-health-of-latvia-to-whoeurope2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2017/04/policy-dialogue-proposed-during-visit-of-minister-of-health-of-latvia-to-whoeurope2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/public-health-services/news/news/2017/04/greek-government-hosts-broad-policy-dialogue-on-public-health-reform2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/public-health-services/news/news/2017/04/greek-government-hosts-broad-policy-dialogue-on-public-health-reform2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/mental-health/news/news/2017/04/tackling-mild-depression-icbt-was-perfect-for-me2.
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2017/major-health-gains-achieved-through-working-together-15-years-of-the-south-eastern-europe-health-network-and-beyond
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2017/major-health-gains-achieved-through-working-together-15-years-of-the-south-eastern-europe-health-network-and-beyond
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2017/major-health-gains-achieved-through-working-together-15-years-of-the-south-eastern-europe-health-network-and-beyond
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2017/major-health-gains-achieved-through-working-together-15-years-of-the-south-eastern-europe-health-network-and-beyond
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/partners/news/news/2017/04/examples-of-investing-in-health-from-the-south-eastern-europe-health-network2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/partners/news/news/2017/04/examples-of-investing-in-health-from-the-south-eastern-europe-health-network2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2017/toxic-chemicals-syria/en/
http://www.who.int/malaria/news/2017/new-guidance-on-elimination/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/mor/information-resources/launch-and-signature-of-the-cooperation-strategy-between-who-and-morocco-for-the-period-2017-2021.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/04/06/social-and-economic-costs-of-zika-can-reach-up-to-us-18-billion-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/04/06/social-and-economic-costs-of-zika-can-reach-up-to-us-18-billion-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/04/05/helen-clark-statement-at-high-level-segment-on-supporting-the-region-and-the-refugees-implementation-of-london-commitments-and-the-way-ahead.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/04/05/helen-clark-statement-at-high-level-segment-on-supporting-the-region-and-the-refugees-implementation-of-london-commitments-and-the-way-ahead.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/04/04/lack-of-funding-putting-help-for-syrian-refugees-and-hosts-at-risk-as-brussels-syria-conference-set-to-open.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/04/04/lack-of-funding-putting-help-for-syrian-refugees-and-hosts-at-risk-as-brussels-syria-conference-set-to-open.html
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   The primary regional appeal and strategy calls for $4.63bn to continue delivering vital 
protection and assistance for refugees and host communities. To date – only $433m of the 
amount requested has been received, just 9% of what is needed. 
 
Helen Clark: Speech at High-Level Side Event – Supporting the Resilience of the Host Countries 
and Refugees in the Context of the Syria Crisis  
Apr 4, 2017 
Brussels, Belgium 
 
Helen Clark: Opening Speech at 2017 Meeting of the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Chernobyl 
Apr 3, 2017 
UNDP Administrator Helen Clark addresses the UN Inter-agency Task Force on Chernobyl. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 8 April 2017] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.unep.org/ 
Press Release | April 6, 2017 
More Bang for the Buck: Record New Renewable Power Capacity Added at Lower Cost 
:: Global investment of $241.6 billion in 2016, 23% less than 2015, brought 138.5 gigawatts of 
new renewable power capacity (excluding large hydro), up 8 per cent from 127.5 gigawatts in 
2015 
:: Average dollar capital expenditure per megawatt for solar photovoltaics and wind dropped by 
over 10%  
:: The proportion of global electricity provided by renewables rose from 10.3% in 2015 to 
11.3% in 2016; prevents an estimated 1.7 gigatonnes of carbon dioxide emissions 
 
Press Release | April 3, 2017 
Montreal Protocol marks a milestone with first ratification of Kigali Amendment  
:: Countries that ratify the Kigali Amendment commit to cut the production and consumption of 
powerful greenhouse gases hydrofluorocarbons by more than 80 percent over the next 30 years 
:: Reducing hydrofluorocarbons under the Kigali Amendment is expected to avoid up to 0.5° 
Celsius warming by the end of the century, while continuing to protect the ozone layer 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/04/04/helen-clark-speech-at-high-level-side-event-supporting-the-resilience-of-the-host-countries-and-refugees-in-the-context-of-the-syria-crisis.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/04/04/helen-clark-speech-at-high-level-side-event-supporting-the-resilience-of-the-host-countries-and-refugees-in-the-context-of-the-syria-crisis.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/04/03/helen-clark-opening-speech-at-2017-meeting-of-the-un-inter-agency-task-force-on-chernobyl.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1
http://web.unep.org/newscentre/more-bang-buck-record-new-renewable-power-capacity-added-lower-cost
http://web.unep.org/newscentre/montreal-protocol-marks-milestone-first-ratification-kigali-amendment
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:: All prior amendments and adjustments of the Montreal Protocol, which marks its 30th 
anniversary this year, have... 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
7 Apr 2017 
Mongolia to lead on disaster strategy target 
   Mongolia has pledged to lead by example and inspire countries across Asia to meet the most 
pressing target of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, a global blueprint for 
tackling natural and human-induced hazards. 
 
7 Apr 2017 
500 Colombian towns face landslide risk 
   As the reported death toll from Saturday’s mudslide disaster rose to 273, the UN Secretary-
General’s Special Representative for Disaster Risk Reduction, Mr. Robert Glasser, extended his 
condolences to the people of Colombia and the affected communities of Mocoa on the loss of 
life caused by the heavy rains and mudslides exacerbated by deforestation... 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
6 April 2017, New York  
Timely investment key to economic growth in countries with ageing citizens, youth surge 
   Timely investment could turn the challenge of dealing with an ageing population in developed 
countries and a youth surge in Africa into unprecedented opportunity for growth, the 
Commission on Population and Development heard on 4 April as it continued its annual 
session… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
04.04.2017 - UNESCO Office in Santiago 
Latin American specialists debate on inclusive education policies for indigenous peoples at 
international conference 
   Ministry authorities in the region, academics, and education experts will consider issues of 
quality, equity, and interculturality in education during the open conference entitled: 
“Indigenous Knowledge in Latin America: Opportunities for an educational policy with an 
intercultural approach in the 2030 Education Agenda.” Organized by the UNESCO Regional 
Bureau for Education in Latin America and the Caribbean (OREALC/UNESCO Santiago), the 
conference will take place on April 5, 2017 in Santiago, thanks to support from the Program for 
Intercultural Bilingual Education of the Ministry of Education in Chile. 
 
New IUCN World Heritage report stresses urgency of protecting the Arctic from ships and oil as 
ice melts 
   4 April 2017, Monaco -- The Arctic Ocean urgently needs protection as melting sea ice is 
opening up previously inaccessible areas to activities such as shipping, bottom trawl fishing and 
oil exploration, according to a scientific report launched today by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), in partnership with the US-based Natural Resources Defense 
Council (NRDC) and UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre. The report identifies seven globally 

http://www.unisdr.org/archive
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/52653
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/52624
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/population_commission_continued.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/santiago/press-room/single-new/news/especialistas_latinoamericanos_debatiran_sobre_politicas_e
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/santiago/press-room/single-new/news/especialistas_latinoamericanos_debatiran_sobre_politicas_e
http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1649
http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1649
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significant marine sites in the Arctic Ocean that warrant protection and could potentially qualify 
for World Heritage statu 
 
Agreement on software preservation signed at UNESCO 
03 April 2017 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
04/04/2017 –  
UNODC Chief urges greater vigilance in face of increased attacks by Somali pirates 
 
04/04/2017 –  
AIRCOP: EU, Canada, Japan, UNODC, INTERPOL and WCO partnership to strengthen airport 
controls against illicit trafficking and terrorism 
 
04/04/2017 –  
#DeadlyBusiness: UNODC campaign against migrant smuggling launched in Washington DC 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Global Dialogue on the Future of Work We Want 
ILO says social dialogue key to shaping the future of work we want   
07 April 2017  
   ILO Director-General calls on global leaders to shape a future of work inspired by 
considerations of humanity, of social justice and peace. 
 
Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region Conference 
ILO launches “Jobs Make the Difference” report   
05 April 2017  
   The ILO, in partnership with UNDP and WFP, launches a report which focuses on expanding 
economic opportunities for Syrian Refugees and host Communities in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and Turkey. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
6/4/17 

http://en.unesco.org/news/agreement-software-preservation-signed-unesco
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/April/unodc-chief-urges-greater-vigilance-in-face-of-increased-attacks-by-somali-pirates.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/April/aircop_-eu--canada--japan--unodc--interpol-and-wco-partnership-to-strengthen-airport-controls-against-illicit-trafficking-and-terrorism.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/April/aircop_-eu--canada--japan--unodc--interpol-and-wco-partnership-to-strengthen-airport-controls-against-illicit-trafficking-and-terrorism.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/April/adeadlybusiness_-unodc-campaign-against-migrant-smuggling-launched-in-washington-dc.html
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_550238/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/beirut/media-centre/news/WCMS_549915/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx


   

: 
 Note: Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

ICAO Summit formalizes new Dubai Declaration to ensure global aviation remains united, 
proactive on cybersecurity preparedness 
Montréal and Dubai, 6 April 2017 – Underscoring the inherent value in establishing a global 
cybersecurity framework for aviation, the President of the ICAO Council, Dr. Olumuyiwa Benard 
Aliu, welcomed a special commemorative Dubai Declaration yesterday which signifies the 
commitment and unity of the air transport sector towards achieving effective cyber resilience.  
 
The new Dubai Declaration was presented to President Aliu during a special ceremony at the 
UN agency’s inaugural Cyber Summit and Exhibition in Dubai, which is running from 4-6 April 
and being conducted in close partnership with the General Civil Aviation Authority of the United 
Arab Emirates.  
 
“New and more sophisticated digital technologies and processes are coming online daily it 
seems, impacting as they do our network and its relationships with shippers and the travelling 
public,” President Aliu stressed to the more than 500 experts from 90+ countries attending the 
ICAO Summit. “What this means for cybersecurity and cybersafety stakeholders is that threats 
are emerging at an ever-increasing rate.”… 
 
5/4/17 
African States renew their commitments to the sustainable development of air transport 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
Publish Date: 3 April 2017  
Increased research and observation crucial to efforts to continue to protect the ozone layer and 
climate  
   Top ozone experts from around the world highlighted the need for increased research and 
observations to inform policy on ozone and climate at a meeting sponsored by UN Environment 
and the World Meteorological Organization in Geneva, 28 – 30 March. The 10 th Ozone 
Research Managers (ORM) meeting concluded that integrated earth science observation 
systems are essential to ensure that action to protect the ozone layer also benefits the climate, 
given the complex and evolving interaction between the ozone layer and the climate system.  
 
Regional coordination and improved warnings promote public safety, save lives  
Publish Date: 3 April 2017  
   The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Regional Association for North America, 
Central America and the Caribbean (RAIV) has held its four-yearly session with a focus on how 
to improve early warnings, disaster risk reduction and climate resilience. Many countries in the 
region, which extends from Canada to the Caribbean, saw extreme or unusual weather 
including heatwaves and intense precipitation. Many are vulnerable to coastal inundation and 
storm surges, which are being exacerbated by climate change and associated sea level rise. 
There is increasing evidence that melting Arctic sea ice...  
 
IPCC agrees outlines of new reports on oceans and cryosphere, land  

http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Summit-formalizes-new-Dubai-Declaration-ensures-global-aviation-remains-united-proactive-on-cybersecurity-preparedness.aspx
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Summit-formalizes-new-Dubai-Declaration-ensures-global-aviation-remains-united-proactive-on-cybersecurity-preparedness.aspx
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/African-States-renew-their-commitments-to-the-sustainable-development-of-air-transport.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f%5b0%5d=type%3Anews
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/increased-research-and-observation-crucial-efforts-continue-protect-ozone-layer
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/increased-research-and-observation-crucial-efforts-continue-protect-ozone-layer
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/regional-coordination-and-improved-warnings-promote-public-safety-save-lives
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/ipcc-agrees-outlines-of-new-reports-oceans-and-cryosphere-land
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Publish Date: 3 April 2017  
   The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC ) has agreed the outlines of two new 
reports that will help governments understand the impact climate change is having on human 
activities...  
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Thursday, 06 April 2017 
UNIDO convenes round table on access to finance for women entrepreneurs in the MENA region 
   ROME, 4 April 2017 – Leaders of six women’s business associations in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) came together today to discuss how to best support women in business in 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco,... 
 
GEF support for the Industrial Energy Efficiency Accelerator set to trigger energy efficiency 
actions in up to 15 countries by 2025 
   NEW YORK, 3 April 2016 – The Global Environment Facility (GEF) today confirmed its support 
for the Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL) Industrial Energy Efficiency Accelerator led by the 
United Nations Industrial...  
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm 
7 April 2017  
A better designed workplace with ISO standards  
By Sandrine Tranchard  
   Depression and mental health conditions are on the rise globally. Affecting more than 300 
million people of all ages across the world, depression causes immense suffering to people and 
their families, as well as placing a great economic cost on society. Its consequences and 
solutions are highlighted...  
 
3 April 2017  
A step towards financial inclusion for all with new ISO standards  
By Clare Naden  
   Mobile banking not only makes our life easier, it gives access to banking services to those 
that have none. A new series of standards just published will provide the platform for this 
technology to expand and grow, bringing robust and secure banking services to more people 
than ever before.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
[Website not responding at inquiry] 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-convenes-round.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/gef-support-for-the.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/gef-support-for-the.html
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm
https://www.iso.org/news/Ref2177.html
https://www.iso.org/news/Ref2175.html
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
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CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
UK triples support for action against landmines on 20th anniversary of Princess Diana’s iconic 
Angola visit 
4 April 2017  DFID and Scotland Office   Press release 
 
PM dedicates £1bn in aid money for Syrian refugees and host countries 
4 April 2017  DFID and Number 10   Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
06/04/2017 
Commissioner Stylianides announces $6 billion at Syria conference in Brussels. 
   April the 5th marked the end of the two-day "Supporting the Future of Syria and the region 
Brussels conference".The conference was co-chaired by the European Union and the United 
Nations.  
 
03/04/2017 
Brussels Syria Conference proposes improving humanitarian aid delivery inside Syria  
   As part of the Brussels Conference "Supporting the future of Syria and the region" the  event 
"Humanitarian Aid Inside Syria: Needs, Challenges & the Way Forward" took place on 4 April in 
Brussels.    
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
April 07, 2017 
23rd Commemoration of the Rwanda Genocide  
 
April 06, 2017 
Plan of Action for the implementation of the Kampala Convention adopted by conference of 
states parties  
 
 

http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-triples-support-for-action-against-landmines-on-20th-anniversary-of-princess-dianas-iconic-angola-visit
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-triples-support-for-action-against-landmines-on-20th-anniversary-of-princess-dianas-iconic-angola-visit
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-dedicates-1bn-in-aid-money-for-syrian-refugees-and-host-countries
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/commissioner-stylianides-announces-6-billion-syria-conference-brussels_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/brussels-syria-conference-proposes-improving-humanitarian-aid-delivery-inside-syria_en
http://www.au.int/en/
https://www.au.int/web/en/newsevents/20170407/23rd-commemoration-rwanda-genocide
https://www.au.int/web/en/pressreleases/20170406/plan-action-implementation-kampala-convention-adopted-conference-states
https://www.au.int/web/en/pressreleases/20170406/plan-action-implementation-kampala-convention-adopted-conference-states
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ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
April 6th, 2017 
ASEAN to promote safe and decent work 
   BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, 6 April 2017 – Safe and decent work is a priority in the ASEAN 
cooperation in labour. On 4-5 April, occupational safety and health  officials from ten ASEAN 
Member States gathered at the 18th ASEAN-Occupational Safety and Health Network (ASEAN-
OSHNET) Coordinating Board Meeting (CBM-18) in Bandar Seri Begawan to update their 
cooperation [...] 
 
April 6th, 2017 
ASEAN to deepen and broaden cooperation in disaster management and emergency response 
   Leaders from ASEAN National Disaster Management Organisations gathered in Vientiane, Lao 
PDR from 4-6 April 2017 for the 30th Meeting of the ASEAN Committee on Disaster 
Management (ACDM), which was convened in conjunction with the 5th Governing Board 
Meeting of the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster 
Management (AHA Centre); 7th Joint Task Force 
 
 
European Commission [to 8 April 2017] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Statement by President Juncker on the Situation in Syria  
   7 April 2017 A horrific chemical weapons attack on civilians struck Khan Shaykhun on 4 April. 
Last night, in response, the US launched air strikes on Shayrat Airfield.  
 
The EU and the crisis in Syria  
European Commission - Fact Sheet  
   Brussels, 5 April 2017 EU response to the Syrian crisis  
   The war in Syria, one of the worst humanitarian crises the world has faced since World War 
II, continues to have devastating and tragic consequences for its people.  
 
 
OECD  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
April 7, 2017 
OAS Secretary General Calls on Venezuelan Regime to Immediately Halt Repression 
    The Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS), Luis Almagro, today 
urged the Government of Venezuela to halt the use of violence and other tools of repression 
against opposition demonstrators who are peacefully protesting in defense of democracy and 
the rule of law in the country. 

http://www.asean.org/news
http://asean.org/asean-promote-safe-decent-work/
http://asean.org/asean-deepen-broaden-cooperation-disaster-management-emergency-response/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-17-912_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-3028_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-029/17
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April 3, 2017 
OAS Permanent Council Adopts Resolution on Recent Events in Venezuela 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
[Selected Press Releases, Announcements] 
07/04/2017 
OIC Considers US Airstrikes on Syrian Military Targets an Expected Response 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) considered the 
American airstrike on Syrian military targets a natural and expected response to the Syrian 
regime’s chemical attack that killed scores of innocent civilians, including children and women, 
in an endless series of brutal, criminal and inhumane acts perpetrated against Syrians in gross 
violation of the international law. 
  
05/04/2017 
There is Need to Find Urgent and Durable Solution to the Syrian Crisis – Al-Othaimeen 
   The Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Dr. Yousef A. Al-
Othaimeen has stressed that the current situation in Syria remains extremely dangerous, the 
humanitarian situation remains dire, and there is urgent need to find a prompt but durable 
solution to the crisis. 
 
04/04/2017 
OIC Strongly Condemns Chemical Weapons Attack on the City of Khan Sheikhun Idlib Province, 
Southern Syria 
   The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) issued a strong 
condemnation of the Chemical attack that targeted the city of Khan Sheikhun in IdlibProvince, 
southern Syria, and which resulted in the death of 58 people mostly among innocent children, 
as well as in hundreds of injuries among defenseless citizens. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Horacio Sevilla Borja, Permanent 
Representative of Ecuador to the United Nations, at the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
Partnership Forum 2017: "Partnerships for promoting opportunities, increased prosperity and 
sustainable development for all" (New York, 7 April 2017) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Carola Iñiguez, Undersecretary of 
International Organizations of Ecuador, at the ECOSOC Special Meeting on International 
Cooperation in Tax Matters (New York, 7 April 2017) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Mr. Horacio Sevilla Borja, Permanent 
Representative of the Republic of Ecuador to the United Nations, on the consideration of a road 
map for the next session of the Preparatory Committee, at the 3rd Prepcom Meeting on 
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National 
Jurisdiction (New York, 7 April 2017) 
 

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-022/17
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13390&ref=5843&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13379&ref=5841&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13378&ref=5839&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13378&ref=5839&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170407
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Remarks on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Mario Zambrano Ortiz, Second 
Secretary, Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the United Nations, at the first informal 
consultation for the preparation of the draft outcome of the Forum on Financing for 
Development Follow-up (New York, 4 April 2017) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr. Luis Oña Garcés, Third Secretary of 
the Permanent Mission of Ecuador, on agenda item 6: Cross-cutting issues, at the 3rd prepcom 
Meeting on Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond 
National Jurisdiction (New York, 3 April 2017) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
6 April 2017 
Trade Dialogues: Business focus groups issue final recommendations 
   After several months of intense discussion, a group of business representatives from around 
the world issued two sets of recommendations on business priorities for the WTO. Their 
recommendations cover areas such as services, investment, market access, e-commerce and 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
04 APRIL 2017 
Young parliamentarians will meet to discuss how to prevent violent extremism  
   In recent years, the world has witnessed waves of violent extremism. Preventing it will take 
more than short-term security-oriented strategies. Efforts to counter violent extremism cannot 
succeed without young people’s involvement; young parliamentarians, as representatives 
closest to a country’s youth populations, have a crucial role to play.  
   The lack of economic opportunities and the marginalization of sections of society create 
conducive environments for violent extremism, factors that any long-term solution should take 
into account. Prevention strategies must include: strengthening respect for human rights and 
the rule of law; including women, youth and excluded groups in decision-making and 
prevention strategies; eliminating discrimination and inequality; and engaging those at the mid- 
and grassroots levels to address extremism and societal divisions… 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170404
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170404
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170404
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170404
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170403b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170403b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170403b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170403b
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news17_e/bus_06apr17_e.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201704041
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1


   

: 
 Note: Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 8 April 2017] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
7 April 2017 
ICC Holds high-level seminar on Medical Ethics Matters in a Detention Environment 
   On 6 and 7 April 2017, the International Criminal Court (ICC) hosted a seminar on "Medical 
Ethics Matters in a Detention Environment".  
   The Seminar was organised at the initiative of the ICC Registry in cooperation with the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the Detention Centre's independent 
inspecting authority.  
   The Seminar was attended by a diverse group of stakeholders: ICC representatives and 
parties and participants to the proceedings, representatives of the Dutch Ministry of Security 
and Justice, the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia (ICTY), the Special 
Tribunal for Lebanon (STL), the Kosovo Specialist Chambers (KSC), and ICC and ICTY Detention 
Centre.  
   For two days, ICRC experts have shared with Seminar participants their expertise in the field 
of medical ethics matters in a detention environment. The participants have furthermore 
engaged in fruitful discussions on global ethical standards and policies.  
 
5 April 2017 
ICC holds High-Level Seminar on Cooperation in Seoul 
 
4 April 2017 
ICC launches a free SMS public information platform in Uganda 
[See Week in Review for more detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
World Bank Supports Tourism Development in the Eastern Caribbean  
   WASHINGTON, April 7, 2017 – Tourism dependent communities in Grenada, Saint Lucia, and 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines will benefit from better connectivity, better infrastructure, and 
improved tourism...  
Date: April 7, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
Spending Better, not Necessarily More, Key to Improving Infrastructure in Latin America and 
the Caribbean  
   WASHINGTON, April 7, 2017 – Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) can dramatically 
improve its infrastructure by better assessing priorities and improving spending efficiency, says 
a new World Bank report...  
Date: April 7, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
World Bank Group Launches New Open Data and Analytics Energy Platform  
   NEW YORK, April 5, 2017 – Key energy sector data will now be easily accessible in one place 
and at no cost on the new and growing ENERGYDATA.INFO, an open data and analytics 
platform the World Bank Group...  

https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1294
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=PR1293
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1292
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/04/07/world-bank-supports-tourism-development-in-the-eastern-caribbean
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/04/07/spending-better-not-necessarily-more-key-to-improving-infrastructure-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/04/07/spending-better-not-necessarily-more-key-to-improving-infrastructure-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/04/05/world-bank-group-launches-new-open-data-and-analytics-energy-platform
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Date: April 5, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
More Action Needed to Meet Energy Goals by 2030, New Report Finds  
   NEW YORK, April 3, 2017 – The current pace of progress on three global energy goals – 
access to electricity, renewable energy and efficiency – is not moving fast enough to meet 2030 
targets, according...  
Date: April 3, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
Statement by World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim on the Mudslides in Colombia  
   WASHINGTON, April 2, 2017 — The World Bank Group today issued the following statement 
from World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim on the mudslides in Colombia on Saturday, 
April 1, 2017:...  
Date: April 2, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.imf.org/external/what/whatsnewenglish/what.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
06/04/2017  
AfDB reiterates Africa's investment attractiveness at African Venture Capital Association 
conference 
   - The Senior Vice-President of the African Development Bank, Frannie Léautier addressed the 
first day of the 14th Annual African Venture Capital Association (AVCA) Conference on Monday, 
April 4, 2017, in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. The African Venture Capital Association is the sole pan-
African industry body for private equity in Africa and has over 130 members. 
 
04/04/2017  
SEforALL stakeholders call for faster and bolder actions to light up and power Africa 
   - At the fourth sustainable energy for all (SEforALL) Africa workshop held 29-30 March 2017 
at AfDB offices in Abidjan, as part of the Energy Week, stakeholders called for faster actions 
towards universal energy access in Africa. Attended by more than 120 stakeholders, the 
meeting aimed at reinforcing collaboration and joining the forces for universal energy access, 
taking stock of recent progress and challenges, sharing best practices and innovative solutions 
and charting way forward. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
6 April 2017 
Pacific Growth to Pick Up in 2017 — ADB Report 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/04/03/more-action-needed-to-meet-energy-goals-by-2030-new-report-finds
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/04/02/statement-by-world-bank-group-president-jim-yong-kim-on-the-mudslides-in-colombia
http://www.imf.org/external/what/whatsnewenglish/what.aspx
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/afdb-reiterates-africas-investment-attractiveness-at-african-venture-capital-association-conference-16896/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/afdb-reiterates-africas-investment-attractiveness-at-african-venture-capital-association-conference-16896/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/seforall-stakeholders-call-for-faster-and-bolder-actions-to-light-up-and-power-africa-16892/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/pacific-growth-pick-2017-adb-report
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   Pacific economies face gradually improving growth prospects in the next 12 months on the 
back of stronger economic fundamentals, says a new ADB report launched today. 
 
6 April 2017 
Raising Productivity Growth is Critical for Middle-income Asia — ADB Study 
   Reforms to increase productivity on the basis of better innovation, education, and 
infrastructure can help developing countries in Asia and the Pacific graduate to high-income 
status, says a new ADB report. 
 
6 April 2017 
Expanding Economies in Asia Deliver 60% of Global Growth — ADB 
   Growth is picking up in two-thirds of economies in developing Asia, supported by higher 
external demand, rebounding global commodity prices, and domestic reforms, making the 
region the single largest contributor to global growth. 
 
3 April 2017 
South Asian Cooperation Can Increase GDP by $70 Billion Per Year, Create 20 Million New Jobs 
   The seven member countries of SASEC today launched the SASEC Vision, a new strategic 
roadmap to guide the subregion’s development through 2025. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Beijing, China, April 05, 2017 
Ngaire Woods Joins AIIB International Advisory Panel 
   The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) announced today that Professor Ngaire 
Woods of the Blavatnik School of Government at the University of Oxford has been appointed 
by President Jin Liqun as a member of the Bank’s International Advisory Panel (IAP). 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017 
8 April 2017 
One-in-seven people impacted by the money migrants send home  
 
5 April 2017 
Money Talks – why migrants matter  
 
3 April 2017 
Investing in rural youth is essential to stem the global migration crisis, says new IFAD President  
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 

https://www.adb.org/news/raising-productivity-growth-critical-middle-income-asia-adb-study
https://www.adb.org/news/expanding-economies-asia-deliver-60-global-growth-adb
https://www.adb.org/news/south-asian-cooperation-can-increase-gdp-70-billion-year-create-20-million-new-jobs
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2017/20170405_001.html
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=42161920&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=42099917&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=41939915&locale=en_US
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collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
5th Apr 2017      
Syria conference: Joint NGO statement by five NGOs 
   CARE, IRC, NRC, Oxfam and SAVE joint reaction to the conference outcomes 
 
Idlib attack illustrates a long way to reconstruction for Brussels 
5th Apr 2017    Syria  
   Tuesday, as Idlib was being bombed, the world gathered in Brussels to discuss Syria. 
 
Media Statement: Brussels Syria Conference 
3rd Apr 2017    Syria  
   While fighting continues across Syria, CARE cannot be satisfied with declarations that ignore 
Syrian voices. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
07.04.2017 
Danish Refugee Council seeks new Secretary General 
   After 38 years at the Danish Refugee Council, Andreas Kamm will be leaving the organisation 
at the end of October 2017. 
 

http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/syria-conference-joint-ngo-statement-by-five-ngos
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/idlib-attack-illustrates-a-long-way-to-reconstruction-for-brussels
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/media-statement-brussels-syria-conference
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.dk/news/danish-refugee-council-seeks-new-secretary-general
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04.04.2017 
International community must reconfirm support for Syrian displaced and host 
countries 
   The international community must stand on the side of the Syrian civilians. This is the 
message of the Danish Refugee Council, which is one of the largest international organizations 
working both inside Syria and in the neighboring countries, ahead of the conference on 
supporting the future of Syria and the region. This includes making sure to uphold their right to 
protection, ensure decent work and education opportunities, commit to predictable funding and 
not prematurely start returning Syrians to a country that still isn’t safe. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 8 April 2017]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 8 April 2017]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Posted on April 04, 2017 3:51 AM  
Use of banned weapons reaches all-time high 
   The worldwide use of banned explosive weapons such as landmines and explosive remnants 
of war (ERW) increased significantly in 2015, largely due to intensive and systematic bombing 
of populated areas in recent conflicts in Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and Ukraine. To mark the 
international day of landmine and cluster munition awareness, April 4, Handicap International is 
calling on the international community to strongly condemn this practice, and for an immediate 
end to the use of these weapons. 
   According to the latest Landmine Monitor Monitor report, published in November 2016, there 
was a sharp rise–70%–in the number of new causalities of mines and ERW. In 2015, these 
weapons killed or injured at least 6,461 people. This time last year, 79% of people killed and 
injured in such attacks were civilians. As of today, 90% are civilians… 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 8 April 2017]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles      

https://drc.dk/news/international-community-must-reconfirm-support-for-syrian-displaced-and-host-countries
https://drc.dk/news/international-community-must-reconfirm-support-for-syrian-displaced-and-host-countries
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.handicap-international.us/use_of_banned_weapons_reaches_all_time_high
http://www.the-monitor.org/media/2386748/Landmine-Monitor-2016-web.pdf
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
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07-04-2017  Article  
AU and ICRC call on states to respect the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, the 
Convention on Cluster Munitions and other relevant treaties 
  For the fourth year in a row, the African Union Commission (AUC), and the ICRC jointly 
commemorated the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action on 4 
April 2017, at the AU Headquarters. 
   
ICRC VP to Syria conference "fight for the prize of peace" 
   Speech by ICRC vice president, Madame Christine Beerli, at the "Supporting the Future of 
Syria and the Region" conference in Brussels. Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen, It's an 
honour to address you here, today. 
05-04-2017 | Article  
 
Joint statement of the ICRC and the African Union on the occasion of the 
International Day for Mine Awareness 
   On the occasion of the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action, 
the Commission of the African Union (AU) and the ICRC organized an awareness session for 
staff members of the Commission working in environments that may be 
05-04-2017 | Article  
 
The four things we must do to reduce suffering in Syria 
   Peter Maurer, ICRC President: There are key issues that must be addressed if we are to end 
the suffering in Syria. 
04-04-2017 | Statement  
 
Zimbabwe: ICRC calls on African states to honour their commitments to protect 
IDPs 
    More needs to be done by African states to address the root causes of displacement. 
03-04-2017 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
6 April 2017 
Socio-economic costs of Zika virus in Latin America and the Caribbean to reach $7-
$18 billion over three years 
   The epidemic will have a long-term impact, disproportionately affecting the poorest and most 
vulnerable communities, and could contribute to widening inequalities in the region. 
 
Americas, Peru 
Mosquito-borne diseases likely to rise in aftermath of Peru floods 
   Panama/Geneva, 6 April 2017 – Conditions are ripe for an increase in dengue and other 
mosquito-borne and water-related diseases in areas worst affected by flooding in northern 
Peru, according to a Red Cross and Red Crescent initial assessment of health … 
 
Belgium, Syria 
IFRC reaction to Brussels Conference on “Supporting the Future of Syria and the 
Region” 
   “Our message has been consistent and clear: there is no future for Syria without peace.” 
5 April 2017 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/au-and-icrc-call-states-respect-anti-personnel-mine-ban-convention-convention-cluster
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/au-and-icrc-call-states-respect-anti-personnel-mine-ban-convention-convention-cluster
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/-syria-conference-conflict-peace
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/joint-statement-icrc-and-african-union-occasion-international-day-mine-awareness
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/joint-statement-icrc-and-african-union-occasion-international-day-mine-awareness
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/brussels-conference-syria
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/zimbabwe-icrc-calls-african-states-honour-their-commitments-protect-idps
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/zimbabwe-icrc-calls-african-states-honour-their-commitments-protect-idps
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/socio-economic-costs-of-zika-virus-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-to-reach-7-18-billion-over-three-years/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/socio-economic-costs-of-zika-virus-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-to-reach-7-18-billion-over-three-years/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mosquito-borne-diseases-likely-to-rise-in-aftermath-of-peru-floods/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/ifrc-reaction-to-brussels-conference-on-supporting-the-future-of-syria-and-the-region/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/ifrc-reaction-to-brussels-conference-on-supporting-the-future-of-syria-and-the-region/
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IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release 
IRC: US now bears greater responsibility for diplomatic action on Syria, must 
abandon counterproductive travel ban and refugee resettlement policy 
April 7, 2017  
 
Statement  
The IRC's response to U.S. airstrikes in Syria 
April 7, 2017  
 
Perspective  
After Idlib attack Syrians need more than words, say NGOs 
April 5, 2017  
 
Press Release  
Unaccompanied refugee children at extreme risk in the Balkans 
April 2, 2017  
 
 
IRCT  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
Statements & Declarations 06 Apr 2017  
Report: States must reach out to torture victims  
States must do more to reach out to torture victims and provide holistic rehabilitation services 
so victims can rebuild their lives after torture, says a new report that presents the key 
conclusions from last year’s EU-NGO Human Rights Forum. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 8 April 2017]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 

 
Landsea   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 8 April 2017]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Guinea: Battling a Large-Scale Measles Epidemic 
April 06, 2017 
   Less than a year after the official end of the Ebola outbreak, the Guinean health system 
continues to struggle. 

http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-us-now-bears-greater-responsibility-diplomatic-action-syria-must-abandon
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-us-now-bears-greater-responsibility-diplomatic-action-syria-must-abandon
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/ircs-response-us-airstrikes-syria
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/after-idlib-attack-syrians-need-more-words-say-ngos
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/unaccompanied-refugee-children-extreme-risk-balkans
http://www.irct.org/
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/919
http://www.islamic-relief.org/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/doctors-without-borders-guinea-battling-large-scale-measles-epidemic
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Press release 
Syria: Khan Sheikhoun Victims Show Symptoms Consistent with Exposure to 
Chemical Substances 
   NEW YORK, APRIL 5, 2017—A Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 
medical team supporting the emergency department at Bab Al Hawa Hospital in Syria's Idlib 
Province has confirmed that patients' symptoms are consistent with exposure to a neurotoxic 
agent. 
 
Press release 
Syria: Explosive Devices Pose Deadly Threat to Fleeing Civilians  
DEMINING ACTIVITIES ARE URGENTLY NEEDED AS RETREATING FIGHTERS BOOBY-TRAP 
HOMES AND CIVILIAN AREAS 
   AMSTERDAM/NORTHERN SYRIA, APRIL 3, 2017—As the front lines shift in northern Syria, 
explosive devices and mines are having a devastating impact on civilians, the international 
medical humanitarian organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières warned 
in a report released today, calling for urgently needed demining activities. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Syria, April 4, 2017 
Mercy Corps Statement On Alleged Chemical Attack In Idlib, Syria 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
6 April 2017 
Exposed: abuses of migrants by state officials on Europe’s borders 
   Violence, brutality and unlawful treatment by authorities on the Western Balkan route are a 
frequent occurrence, claim refugees and other migrants in a new NGO report revealed today: 
https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/file_attachments/bp-dangerous-game-
pushback-migrants-refugees-060417-en_0.pdf 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published  04 Apr 2017  
Realizing Africa’s promise to the internally displaced 
With the Kampala Convention, African countries have taken the lead in promising protection 
and assistance to Internally Displaced Persons. Now increased efforts are necessary for 
implementation.  

http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/syria-khan-sheikhoun-victims-show-symptoms-consistent-exposure-chemical-substances
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/syria-khan-sheikhoun-victims-show-symptoms-consistent-exposure-chemical-substances
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/syria
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/syria-explosive-devices-pose-deadly-threat-fleeing-civilians
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/sites/usa/files/msf-syria-settoexplode.pdf
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-statement-alleged-chemical-attack-idlib-syria
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-04-06/exposed-abuses-migrants-state-officials-europes-borders
https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/file_attachments/bp-dangerous-game-pushback-migrants-refugees-060417-en_0.pdf
https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/file_attachments/bp-dangerous-game-pushback-migrants-refugees-060417-en_0.pdf
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2017/march/kampala/


   

: 
 Note: Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

   The first ever Conference of State Parties to the Kampala Convention, the world’s first and 
only legally binding instrument that provides for the protection of rights and provision of 
assistance to internally displaced people convened from 3–5 April 2017 in Harare, Zimbabwe.    
The meeting will adopt the framework for a Second Plan of Action for the Implementation of 
the Convention. Since its adoption in 2009, forty states have signed the Convention and a 
further twenty five have ratified it. 
   The Kampala Convention obliges African governments to protect the rights of people who are 
forced to flee their homes due to armed conflict, development induced displacement, 
generalized violence, human rights violations and natural or human-made disasters. This 
groundbreaking treaty’s effectiveness however, like other policy instruments, lies in its 
implementation… 
 
 
Pact  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.pactworld.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
Selected Press Releases 
Children Breathless and Barely Conscious Following Alleged Chemical Attack in Idlib  
April 4, 2017 
 
'Graveyard' for Syrian Children Unveiled in the Heart of Europe  
April 3, 2017 
 
Save the Children Partners with Life Time Tri to Raise Funds for Children in Need, 
Grow Sport of Triathlon  
April 3, 2017 
 
Save the Children Responds to Deadly Mudslides in Colombia  
April 3, 2017 
 

http://www.pactworld.org/news
http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=14991063
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=14989075
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=14990929
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=14990929
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=14989077
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SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
06.04.2017  
The Right to Protection: Ending violence against children 
    New report exposes prevalence of violence against children and describes effective projects 
around world to reduce and prevent it 
[See Week in Review for more detail] 
 
 
Tostan  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 8 April 2017]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
April 7, 2017 
In Rwanda and Around the World, Healing Trauma After Genocide 
   Today we commemorate the 23rd anniversary of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 
 
::::: 
 
Freedom House [to 8 April 2017] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
German Proposal Would Limit Social Media Debate 
April 5, 2017 
   German ministers have approved plans to fine social media firms up to 50 million euros  if 
they fail to remove hate speech and fake news within 24 hours. 
 
Press Releases 
Nations in Transit 2017: The False Promise of Populism 
April 3, 2017 
   Populist victories in the United Kingdom and the United States have shaken the post-Cold War 
order and increased fears of instability in Europe and Eurasia, according to Nations in Transit 
2017, the 22nd edition of Freedom House’s annual report on democracy in Central and Eastern 
Europe, the Balkans, and Eurasia. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
6 Apr 2017  
Report launch: Transparency International finds thousands of São Paulo properties 
are secretly owned 
   Transparency International will launch a new report on 10 April, following a year-long 
investigation into property ownership in São Paulo. It shows that billions of dollars’ worth of 

http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/publications/news/the-right-to-protection
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
http://www.womenforwomen.org/blog/rwanda-and-around-world-healing-trauma-after-genocide
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/german-proposal-would-limit-social-media-debate
https://freedomhouse.org/article/nations-transit-2017-false-promise-populism
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/report_launch_transparency_international_finds_thousands_of_saeo_paulo_prop
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/report_launch_transparency_international_finds_thousands_of_saeo_paulo_prop
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property is linked to secrecy jurisdictions making it impossible to find out who is the real 
beneficial owner.  
 
3 Apr 2017  
Luxury goods dealers do too little to limit sales to the corrupt 
   Luxury goods sellers – from jewellers and real estate agents to yacht builders and diamond 
brokers – are doing little to check if their customers are using corrupt money to fund their high-
end purchases. A new report from the anti-corruption movement Transparency International 
found that little ...  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
April 06, 2017    
ChildFund Alliance calls for immediate response to Syria chemical attacks  
by Diana Quick   Statements    
  ChildFund Alliance is horrified at the use of chemical weapons in Idlib, Syria. Dozens of 
people, including children, died and countless more were injured in what is believed to have 
been an attack by government forces. 
   ChildFund Alliance is calling for the UN Security Council to meet urgently and conduct an 
immediate impartial investigation into this attack. 
   “We demand justice and accountability for the victims,” said Meg Gardinier, Secretary General 
of ChildFund Alliance. “It’s time for the international community to come together to prevent 
the deadly abuses in Syria’s war.”… 
 
April 05, 2017    
Christian Children’s Fund of Canada welcomes a new Chief Executive Officer  
by Diana Quick   Statements    
   ChildFund Alliance is pleased to announce the appointment of Patrick Canagasingham to the 
position of Chief Executive Officer, Christian Children's Fund of Canada. Patrick comes to CCFC 
from Oxfam International. He previously worked with World Vision. Below is the press release 
issued by CCFC. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Apr 7, 2017  
140 million euros of EU funding a year at risk for UK NGOs after Brexit 
CONCORD in the news – This article, including an interview of Johannes Trimmel, our President, 
has been published in Devex on April 4th. The UK NGOs could miss out on 140 million euros of 
funding a year from the European Union as a result of Brexit. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World  
05/04/2017  

http://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/luxury_goods_dealers_do_too_little_to_limit_sales_to_the_corrupt
http://childfundalliance.org/news/
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/270-childfund-alliance-calls-for-immediate-response-to-syria-chemical-attacks
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/268-christian-children-s-fund-of-canada-welcomes-a-new-chief-executive-officer
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2017/04/07/eu-funding-uk-ngos-after-brexit/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre


   

: 
 Note: Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

DEC East Africa Crisis Appeal reaches a staggering £50 million in just 3 weeks  
    The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) today announced that its appeal for the East 
Africa Food Crisis has now raised a total of £50 million, to help the 16 million people in South 
Sudan, Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia who are on the brink of starvation and in urgent need of 
help.  
 
 
The Elders  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News 5 April 2017  
A New Vision for Multilateral Cooperation 
In a speech to the 2017 Partnership Forum at the UN Economic and Social Council in New York 
on 5 April, Mary Robinson urged the international community to develop an entirely new 
paradigm of inclusive cooperation in order to overcome the world's greatest challenges such as 
climate change. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Press release 4 April 2017  
Moral outrage, political failure: The Elders deplore new famines 
Condemning the famines threatening South Sudan, Nigeria, Somalia and Yemen as a damning 
symptom of political failure, The Elders call on the international community to commit 
substantial resources to the humanitarian relief efforts. 
 
Opinion 3 April 2017  
Did the UN fail Syria? 
Writing in UNA-UK's magazine, Lakhdar Brahimi critiques the UN's diplomatic efforts to resolve 
the Syrian conflict, reiterating the role of Member States in empowering the UN to succeed and 
the parties to the conflict being willing to compromise. 
 
News  David Nussbaum 2 April 2017  
Inspired by voices of peace and justice in Israel-Palestine 
Reflecting on a recent staff trip to Israel-Palestine, our CEO David Nussbaum remains inspired 
by the brave groups from both communities who continue to be voices of peace and justice. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 8 April 2017] 
www.evidenceaid.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.dec.org.uk/press-release/dec-east-africa-crisis-appeal-reaches-a-staggering-%C2%A350-million-in-just-3-weeks
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/new-vision-multilateral-cooperation
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2017/ecosoc-partnership-forum
http://theelders.org/article/moral-outrage-political-failure-elders-deplore-new-famines
http://theelders.org/article/did-un-fail-syria
https://www.una.org.uk/magazine/1-2017
http://theelders.org/article/inspired-voices-peace-and-justice-israel-palestine
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
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Global Fund [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
News  
Global Fund Welcomes Italy’s €140 million Contribution  
07 April 2017  
   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria welcomed a contribution of €140 
million from the government of Italy for the three-year period beginning in 2017, a strong 
demonstration of Italy’s leadership in global health.  
 
News  
The Global Fund and Pink Ribbon Red Ribbon Partner to Prevent and Control 
Cervical Cancer  
06 April 2017  
   Today, leaders of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and Pink Ribbon 
Red Ribbon signed an agreement to collaborate on programming to prevent cervical cancer. 
HIV positive women are up to five times more likely to develop cervical cancer, so routine 
screening and treatment is essential for this population. Screening and treatment for cervical 
pre-cancer is a cost-effective intervention, costing less than $25 per woman. Pink Ribbon Red 
Ribbon will work with countries to integrate cervical cancer programming into their HIV/AIDS 
grants from the Global Fund, building on efforts by national governments and the U.S. 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 8 April 2017] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
Selected News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA -International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 8 April 2017] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
Apr 05, 2017  
NGO Alliance Condemns Chemical Attack in Syria 
InterAction President Lindsay Coates calls for UN Security Council to take action 
   WASHINGTON – InterAction is shocked by the reported use of chemical weapons on Tuesday 
in Idlib, Syria. Information from health responders in Idlib indicate that more than 70 people 
have been killed, and many... 
 
 
Locus 
http://locusworld.org/ 
“Locus is a movement focused on engaging those we serve, practitioners, the private sector, 
donors and to drive adoption of locally owned, integrated solutions.” 

http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2017-04-07-global-fund-welcomes-italy-140-million-contribution/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2017-04-06-the-global-fund-and-pink-ribbon-red-ribbon-partner-to-prevent-and-control-cervical-cancer/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2017-04-06-the-global-fund-and-pink-ribbon-red-ribbon-partner-to-prevent-and-control-cervical-cancer/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases
https://www.interaction.org/article/ngo-alliance-condemns-chemical-attack-syria-interaction-president-lindsay-coates-calls-un
http://locusworld.org/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
06/04/2017 
Our new PSEA Implementation Quick Reference Handbook is now available online 
   The CHS Alliance is pleased to offer a new ‘one-stop shop’ for guidance on how to implement 
Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) measures in an organisation.  
 
03/04/2017 
Are current HR practices for emergency response fit for purpose? 
   As part of the start Transforming Surge Capacity project, an International Human Resources 
Good Practice Conference under the heading ‘Are current HR practices for emergency response 
fit for purpose?’ was organised by the CHS Alliance and held in London on 26th January and 
27th January 2017. The report is now online: 
http://www.chsalliance.org/files/files/Transforming%20Surge%20Conference.pdf 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news
http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/our-new-psea-implementation-quick-reference-handbook-is-now-available-online
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/are-current-hr-practices-for-emergency-response-fit-for-purpose
http://www.chsalliance.org/files/files/Transforming%20Surge%20Conference.pdf
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/
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The Sphere Project [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://phap.org/ 
6 April 2017  
Now available! Three new professional certifications for humanitarian practitioners  
   The International Association of Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection 
(PHAP) has just launched an exciting new program with the support of CHS Alliance and the 
Humanitarian Leadership Academy. Offering the first-ever independent certifications in specific 
core humanitarian competencies, the PHAP Credentialing Program offers a credible and useful 
method for practitioners to demonstrate professionalism, commitment, knowledge, and skill. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Accessed 8 April 2017 
4/4/17 
Latin America´s Policy Options for Times of Protectionism 
Laura Alfaro , Guillermo Calvo , Alberto Carrasquilla , Augusto de la Torre , Roque Fernandez , 
Pablo Guidotti , Enrique Mendoza , Guillermo Perry and Liliana Rojas-Suarez  
   A rise in protectionism and increased external uncertainty may compound already existing 
domestic weaknesses. Latin America cannot run the risk of being unprepared for the significant 
potential direct and indirect effects of such a menace to its exports, capital inflows and growth. 
 
Immigration Restrictions as Active Labor Market Policy: Evidence from the Mexican 
Bracero Exclusion - Working Paper 451 
4/3/17 
Michael Clemens , Ethan Lewis and Hannah Postel  
    We study a natural experiment that excluded almost half a million Mexican ‘bracero’ seasonal 
agricultural workers from the United States, with the stated goal of raising wages and 
employment for domestic farm workers. We reject the wage effect of bracero exclusion 
required by the model in the absence of induced technical change, and fail to reject the 
hypothesis that exclusion had no effect on US agricultural wages or employment. Important 
mechanisms for this result include both adoption of less labor-intensive technologies and shifts 
in crop mix.  
 
 
ODI   [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Press release  4 April 2017 
STATEMENT: US withdraws funding from United Nations Population Fund - ODI 
response  
   The US State Department has announced it is withdrawing funding for the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) 
 
Research reports and studies  

http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://phap.org/
https://phap.org/news/2017/now-available-three-new-professional-certifications-humanitarian-practitioners
https://phap.org/credentialing-program
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/latin-americas-policy-options-times-protectionism
http://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/profile.aspx?facId=6629
http://claaf.org/committee-member/guillermo-a-calvo/
http://claaf.org/committee-member/alberto-carrasquilla/
http://claaf.org/committee-member/roque-benjamin-fernandez/
http://claaf.org/committee-member/pablo-guidotti/
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/~egme/
https://www.cgdev.org/content/expert/detail/15190
https://www.cgdev.org/content/expert/detail/2718/
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/immigration-restrictions-active-labor-market-policy-evidence-mexican-bracero-exclusion
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/immigration-restrictions-active-labor-market-policy-evidence-mexican-bracero-exclusion
https://www.cgdev.org/content/expert/detail/2570
https://www.dartmouth.edu/~ethang/
https://www.cgdev.org/staff/hannah-postel
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/news/821-statement-us-withdraws-funding-united-nations-population-fund-odi-response
https://www.odi.org/news/821-statement-us-withdraws-funding-united-nations-population-fund-odi-response
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Getting to grips with power: can NGOs improve justice in Bangladesh?  
Research reports and studies | April 2017 | Craig Valters and Ferdous Jahan 
   This report lays out the successes and challenges of a recent DFID project that aimed to 
support improved community legal services in Bangladesh. 
 
10 things to know about the global labour force  
Briefing papers | April 2017 | Amina Khan 
   Job creation is a priority in the Sustainable Development Goals – but what do we know about 
the global labour force? 
 
Electronic transfers in humanitarian assistance and uptake of financial services  
Research reports and studies | April 2017 | Sarah Bailey  
   The case studies show that receiving humanitarian cash transfers via mobile money can 
increase usage of certain services but doesn't automatically lead to widespread uptake. 
 
Countering violent extremism  
Toolkits | April 2017 | Mareike Schomerus, Sherine El Taraboulsi-McCarthy and Jassi Sandhar 
   This topic guide introduces conceptual and practical approaches to violent extremism in 
different contexts. 
 
Humanitarian cash transfers in the Democratic Republic of Congo  
Working and discussion papers | April 2017 | Sarah Bailey  
   To maximise cash, strategy and funding instruments need to proactively support cash where 
it's appropriate, and donors/aid agencies need to continue efforts to build capacity. 
 
Challenging the system: humanitarian cash transfers in Iraq  
Working and discussion papers | April 2017 | Kristin Smart 
   Cash transfers in Iraq have been a critical part of both the humanitarian and government-led 
response across the country. 
 
Time for change: harnessing the potential of humanitarian cash transfers  
Research reports and studies | April 2017 | Sarah Bailey and Paul Harvey 
   This synthesis report is based on the five series of case studies done in Ukraine, Iraq, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Mozambique and Nepal. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
Testimony  April 4, 2017  
Job Training and the Workforce Development System 
Demetra Smith Nightingale 
Abstract 
What works in job training? How might the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) 
change the workforce development system? Demetra Nightingale addresses these questions in 
her testimony on the workforce development system and job training that was delivered to the 
House Committee on Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 8 April 2017] 

https://www.odi.org/publications/10765-getting-grips-power-can-ngos-improve-justice-bangladesh
https://www.odi.org/publications/10770-10-things-know-about-global-labour-force
https://www.odi.org/publications/10769-electronic-transfers-humanitarian-assistance-and-uptake-financial-services
https://www.odi.org/publications/10766-countering-violent-extremism
https://www.odi.org/publications/10762-humanitarian-cash-transfers-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.odi.org/publications/10763-challenging-system-humanitarian-cash-transfers-iraq
https://www.odi.org/publications/10764-time-change-harnessing-potential-humanitarian-cash-transfers
http://www.urban.org/about/media
http://www.urban.org/research/publication/job-training-and-workforce-development-system
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https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 07 Apr 2017  
In Latin America, Responsive and Responsible Business and Political Leadership is 
Needed More Than Ever  
 
Latin America is Open for Business, Trade Ministers Tell International Leaders 
Meeting in Buenos Aires  
News 07 Apr 2017  
 
Leaders Call for Action to Make Latin America ‘Breadbasket of the World’  
News 07 Apr 2017  
 
Brexit and Trump Could Create New Opportunities for Latin America, Leaders Agree  
News 06 Apr 2017  
 
Economic Outlook for Latin America: Uncertainty and Risks but with Opportunities  
News 06 Apr 2017  
 
Technology Leaps are Latin America’s Biggest Challenge, Argentina’s President Says  
News 06 Apr 2017  
 
World Economic Forum and Inter-American Development Bank Join Forces with 
Leaders in Argentina to Close the Workforce Gender Gap  
News 06 Apr 2017  
 
The Asian Tourism Century is Arriving as Japan, China, South Korea and India Boost 
Region’s Tourism-Friendliness  
News 05 Apr 2017  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 
 

Aga Khan Foundation   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp 
7 April 2017  
Aga Khan gift creates spectacular new garden for research and learning 
   Edmonton, Canada, - The garden honours the partnership between the University of Alberta 
and the Aga Khan University 
   A spectacular new garden will bloom in 2018 at the University of Alberta Botanic Garden, 
located 15 minutes southwest of Edmonton. 
   The Aga Khan Garden, Alberta was made possible by a contribution in excess of $25 million 
by His Highness the Aga Khan, Chairman of the Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) and 
spiritual leader of the Ismaili Muslim community. The gift arises from the long-standing 
relationship between the University of Alberta and the Aga Khan, highlighted by a Memorandum 

https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/in-latin-america-responsive-and-responsible-business-and-political-leadership-is-needed-more-than-ever
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/in-latin-america-responsive-and-responsible-business-and-political-leadership-is-needed-more-than-ever
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/latin-america-is-open-for-business-trade-ministers-tell-international-leaders-meeting-in-buenos-aires
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/latin-america-is-open-for-business-trade-ministers-tell-international-leaders-meeting-in-buenos-aires
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/leaders-call-for-action-to-make-latin-america-breadbasket-of-the-world
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/brexit-and-trump-could-create-new-opportunities-for-latin-america-leaders-agree
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/economic-outlook-for-latin-america-uncertainty-and-risks-but-with-opportunities
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/technology-leaps-are-latin-america-s-biggest-challenge-argentina-s-president-says
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/world-economic-forum-and-inter-american-development-bank-join-forces-with-leaders-in-argentina-to-close-the-workforce-gender-gap
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/world-economic-forum-and-inter-american-development-bank-join-forces-with-leaders-in-argentina-to-close-the-workforce-gender-gap
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/the-asian-tourism-century-is-arriving-as-japan-china-south-korea-and-india-boost-region-s-tourism-friendliness
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/04/the-asian-tourism-century-is-arriving-as-japan-china-south-korea-and-india-boost-region-s-tourism-friendliness
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp
http://www.akdn.org/press-release/aga-khan-gift-creates-spectacular-new-garden-research-and-learning
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of Understanding first signed with the Aga Khan University in 2006 and an honorary doctorate 
given to His Highness in 2009. 
   Thomas Woltz, of award-winning Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects, was asked by the 
Aga Khan to study other Mughal Islamic gardens while developing a design that also 
incorporates the plants and topography of Northern Alberta… 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
News — 5 April 2017  
Ford Foundation commits $1 billion from endowment to mission-related 
investments  
  The Ford Foundation today announced it is committing up to $1 billion from its $12 billion 
endowment over the next 10 years to the nascent investment field known as mission-related 
investing. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies, the Japanese Government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
http://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-commits-1-billion-from-endowment-to-mission-related-investments/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-commits-1-billion-from-endowment-to-mission-related-investments/
https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
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Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
April 6, 2017 
Our News 
Message from Peter Laugharn: Compassion and Collaboration 
By Peter Laugharn  
   Peter Laugharn, president and CEO of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, discusses the role of 
compassion and collaboration in recent grantmaking. 
 
April 5, 2017 
Press Release 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Awards More Than $15 Million in Grants in the First 
Quarter of 2017 
   The board of directors of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation announced today that it approved 
13 grants totaling $15 million during the first quarter of 2017, including $1 million for refugee-
related work. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
April 7, 2017 - Research and Results 
Survey Finds 62 Percent Global Decline in New Coal Plants 
    The Sierra Club’s third annual survey of the coal plant pipeline, Boom and Bust 2017, finds a 
62 percent drop in new coal plant construction starts globally, including an 85 percent decline in 
new Chinese coal plant permits 
 
April 7, 2017 - From the field 
Kigali Cooling Efficiency Program Aims to Phase Out Greenhouse Gas 
   The Kigali Cooling Efficiency Program (K-CEP), a collaboration among 18 foundations 
including MacArthur, will direct $52 million to help developing countries transition to energy 
efficient, climate-friendly, affordable cooling solutions. K-CEP supports the Kigali amendment of 
the Montreal Protocol. Under the amendment, 197 countries committed to cut the production 
and consumption of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) – potent greenhouse gases used in refrigeration 
and air conditioning – by more than 80 percent over the next 30 years. K-CEP will help the 

http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/191-message-from-peter-laugharn-compassion-and-collaboration
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/193-conrad-n-hilton-foundation-awards-more-than-15-million-in-grants-in-the-first-quarter-of-2017
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/193-conrad-n-hilton-foundation-awards-more-than-15-million-in-grants-in-the-first-quarter-of-2017
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/publications/survey-finds-62-percent-global-decline-new-coal-plants/
https://www.macfound.org/press/from-field/kigali-cooling-efficiency-program-aims-phase-out-greenhouse-gas/
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Kigali amendment succeed by making cooling more energy efficient simultaneous with the 
phase-out of HFCs. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
April 4, 2017  
Strengthening connections between scientists and policymakers 
   Inside Philanthropy reporter, Tate Williams, recently spoke with us about our efforts to 
connect scientists with policymakers. We support the California Council on Science and 
Technology, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization established by the California State Legislature 
that embeds scientific experts for yearlong placements in science and technology advisory 
positions in the state senate and assembly. We are pleased to support the expansion of this 
program into other states, which was recently announced at the annual meeting of the 
American Association for Science Advancement. Read the full story from Tate Williams here. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
April 5, 2017  
How Can We Help Boys and Young Men of Color Heal, Grow, and Thrive? 
Blog Post Maisha Simmons  

http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=strengthening-connections-between-scientists-and-policymakers
https://www.moore.org/grant-detail?grantId=GBMF1787
https://www.moore.org/grant-detail?grantId=GBMF1787
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=local-and-global-connections-between-scientists-and-policymakers
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=local-and-global-connections-between-scientists-and-policymakers
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2017/4/3/moore-hopes-to-strengthen-connections-between-scientists-and-policymakers
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/culture-of-health/2017/04/how_can_we_help_boys.html
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   RWJF and Maisha Simmons announce the release of the Forward Promise: Empowerment 
Projects call for proposals to help boys and young men of color heal, grow, and thrive in the 
face of chronic stress and trauma.  
 
How Has the ACA Changed Finances for Different Types of Hospitals? 
April 4, 2017 Issue Brief  
    An analysis by the Urban Institute finds that with the Affordable Care Act intact, expanding 
Medicaid could improve hospital finances in nonexpansion states.  
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 8 April 2017] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
No unique new content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
5th April 2017  
Press Release - SDG Philanthropy Platform Launches in Brazil 
   The SDG Philanthropy Platform launched in Brazil at a high-level online conference, aiming to 
deepen partnerships to achieve the SDGs. Brazil becomes the eighth pilot country to launch the 
Platform, joining Kenya, Ghana, Zambia, Indonesia, Colombia, the United States, and India… 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 8 April 2017] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 7 April 2017 
Public invited to help tackle antibiotic resistance 
A new citizen science project, BashTheBug (opens in a new tab), has been launched to study 
antibiotic resistance in tuberculosis (TB). 
   On the Zooniverse website (opens in a new tab), volunteers are shown a series of small, 
circular wells each containing Mycobacterium tuberculosis, which causes TB, and a different 
dose of an antibiotic. 

http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2017/04/how-has-the-aca-changed-finances-for-different-types-of-hospital.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/
http://sdgfunders.org/blog/press-release-sdg-philanthropy-platform-launches-in-brazil/lang/en/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/public-invited-help-tackle-antibiotic-resistance
http://bashthebug.net/
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/mrniaboc/bash-the-bug
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   They are then asked to identify wells in which the bacteria have grown, helping the 
researchers to determine which antibiotics are effective at killing each specific strain of TB. 
   "Antibiotic resistance is a global threat, and accurately and rapidly diagnosing drug-resistant 
disease places a huge strain on hospital laboratories," says Dr Philip Fowler, lead researcher on 
the BashTheBug project. 
   "Knowing which antibiotics are effective against a particular bacterial infection is crucial for 
effectively treating a patient, while also limiting the opportunity for the bug to develop 
antibiotic-resistance and then be passed onto other people." 
"Cultivating and examining TB plates is a time-consuming process, but by enlisting extra help 
online we hope to examine over 40 million images, something we could never do on our own… 
 
Five major projects get Science Learning+ funding 
News / Published: 3 April 2017 
With the US National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Economic and Social Research Council 
(ESRC), we're supporting five new informal science learning projects. 
   The projects will help to increase understanding of how informal science learning activities 
affect children and young people’s enjoyment and understanding of science. Each project will 
receive total funding of up to £1.5 million…. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
April 01, 2017 Volume 45, Issue 4, p341-46 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
April 2017 Volume 52, Issue 4, p417-556, e95-e122  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 107, Issue 4 (April 2017)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/five-major-projects-get-science-learning-funding
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
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American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 96, Issue 4, 2017  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
Perspective Pieces  
Impacts on Global Health from Nursing Research  
Authors: Kimberly Baltzell, Monica McLemore, Mona Shattell and Sally Rankin  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0918  
    Infectious disease continues to adversely affect populations in low- and middle-income 
countries. Investments in solutions often focus on technology, yet health-care workers remain 
in short supply. Nurses are the largest cadre of health-care workers and are largely responsible 
for patient care around the world. In fact, it is estimated that nurses care for nine out of every 
10 patients seen. Importantly, sound nursing science contributes to solutions that directly 
impact patient care, especially those that pertain to infectious disease. Here we share several 
examples of nursing science that are improving care delivery in three global health areas: 
human immunodeficiency virus testing and prevention strategies in Malawi, family planning in 
Kenya, and response to Ebola virus disease. 
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[No new content] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2017; volume 2, issue 1 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 8 April 2017) 
Research article 
A systematic review of strategies to increase access to health services among 
children in low and middle income countries  
Tess Bright, Lambert Felix, Hannah Kuper and Sarah Polack 
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:252  
Published on: 5 April 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
Universal Health Coverage is widely endorsed as the pivotal goal in global health, however 
substantial barriers to accessing health services for children in low and middle-income countries 
(LMIC) exist. Failure to access healthcare is an important contributor to child mortality in these 
settings. Barriers to access have been widely studied, however effective interventions to 
overcome barriers and increase access to services for children are less well documented. 
Methods 
We conducted a systematic review of effectiveness of interventions aimed at increasing access 
to health services for children aged 5 years and below in LMIC. Four databases (EMBASE, 
Global Health, MEDLINE, and PSYCINFO) were searched in January 2016. Studies were included 
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if they evaluated interventions that aimed to increase: health care utilisation; immunisation 
uptake; and compliance with medication or referral. Randomised controlled trials and non-
randomised controlled study designs were included in the review. A narrative approach was 
used to synthesise results. 
Results 
Fifty seven studies were included in the review. Approximately half of studies (49%) were 
conducted in sub-Saharan Africa. Most studies were randomised controlled trials (n = 44; 77%) 
with the remaining studies employing non-randomised designs. Very few studies were judged 
as high quality. Studies evaluated a diverse range of interventions and various outcomes. 
Supply side interventions included: delivery of services at or closer to home and service level 
improvements (eg. integration of services). Demand side interventions included: educational 
programmes, text messages, and financial or other incentives. Interventions that delivered 
services at or closer to home and text messages were in general associated with a significant 
improvement in relevant outcomes. A consistent pattern was not noted for the remaining 
studies. 
Conclusions 
This review fills a gap in the literature by providing evidence of the range and effectiveness of 
interventions that can be used to increase access for children aged ≤5 years in LMIC. It 
highlights some intervention areas that seem to show encouraging trends including text 
message reminders and delivery of services at or close to home. However, given the 
methodological limitations found in existing studies, the results of this review must be 
interpreted with caution. 
 
Research article 
Transitions from biomedical to recovery-oriented practices in mental health: a 
scoping review to explore the role of Internet-based interventions  
Monica Strand, Deede Gammon and Cornelia M. Ruland 
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:257  
Published on: 7 April 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
The Internet is transforming mental health care services by increasing access to, and potentially 
improving the quality of, care. Internet-based interventions in mental health can potentially play 
a role in transitions from biomedical to recovery-oriented research and practices, but an 
overview of what this may entail, current work, and issues that need addressing, is lacking. The 
objective of this study is to describe Internet-based recovery-oriented interventions (referred to 
as e-recovery) and current research, and to identify gaps and issues relevant to advancing 
recovery research and practices through opportunities provided by the Internet. 
Methods 
Five iterative stages of a scoping review framework were followed in searching and analyzing 
the literature. A recovery framework with four domains and 16 themes was used to deductively 
code intervention characteristics according to their support for recovery-oriented practices. Only 
Internet-based interventions used in conjunction with ongoing care were included. 
Results 
Twenty studies describing six e-recovery interventions were identified and originated in 
Australia, Finland, the Netherlands, Norway and USA. The domain supporting personal recovery 
was most clearly reflected in interventions, whereas the last three domains, i.e., promoting 
citizenship, organizational commitment and working relationship were less evident. Support for 
the formulation and follow-up of personal goals and preferences, and in accessing peer-support, 
were the characteristics shared by most interventions. Three of the six studies that employed a 
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comparison group used randomization, and none presented definitive findings. None used 
recovery-oriented frameworks or specific recovery outcome measures. Four of the interventions 
were specific to a diagnosis. 
Conclusion 
Research about how technologies might aid in illuminating and shaping recovery processes is in 
its formative stages. We recommend that future e-recovery research and innovation attend to 
four dimensions: evidence-supported interventions, new knowledge about personal recovery, 
values-based approaches and Internet as a facilitator for organizational transformation. The 
incremental changes facilitated by e-recovery may help propel a shift in mental health care 
toward recovery-oriented practices. 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 8 April 2017) 
Research article 
Modelling the therapeutic dose range of single low dose primaquine to reduce 
malaria transmission through age-based dosing  
Low-dose primaquine is a key candidate for use in malaria transmission reduction and 
elimination campaigns such as mass drug administration (MDA). Uncertainty about the 
therapeutic dose range (TDR) required fo... 
Daniel Joseph Hayes, Clifford George Banda, Alexandra Chipasula-Teleka and Dianne Janette 
Terlouw 
BMC Infectious Diseases 2017 17:254  
Published on: 8 April 2017 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 8 April 2017)  
Debate 
A critique of the regulation of data science in healthcare research in the European 
Union  
John M. M. Rumbold and Barbara K. Pierscionek 
BMC Medical Ethics 2017 18:27  
Published on: 8 April 2017 
Abstract 
The EU offers a suitable milieu for the comparison and harmonisation of healthcare across 
different languages, cultures, and jurisdictions (albeit with a supranational legal framework), 
which could provide improvements in healthcare standards across the bloc. There are specific 
ethico-legal issues with the use of data in healthcare research that mandate a different 
approach from other forms of research. The use of healthcare data over a long period of time is 
similar to the use of tissue in biobanks. There is a low risk to subjects but it is impossible to 
gain specific informed consent given the future possibilities for research. Large amounts of data 
on a subject present a finite risk of re-identification. Consequently, there is a balancing act 
between this risk and retaining sufficient utility of the data. Anonymising methods need to take 
into account the circumstances of data sharing to enable an appropriate balance in all cases. 
There are ethical and policy advantages to exceeding the legal requirements and thereby 
securing the social licence for research. This process would require the examination and 
comparison of data protection laws across the trading bloc to produce an ethico-legal 
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framework compatible with the requirements of all member states. Seven EU jurisdictions are 
given consideration in this critique. 
 
Research article 
The ECOUTER methodology for stakeholder engagement in translational research  
Madeleine J. Murtagh, Joel T. Minion, Andrew Turner, Rebecca C. Wilson, Mwenza Blell, Cynthia 
Ochieng, Barnaby Murtagh, Stephanie Roberts, Oliver W. Butters and Paul R Burton 
BMC Medical Ethics 2017 18:24  
Published on: 4 April 2017 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 8 April 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 8 April 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 8 April 2017) 
Research article 
Ethical issues in public health surveillance: a systematic qualitative review  
Corinna Klingler, Diego Steven Silva, Christopher Schuermann, Andreas Alois Reis, Abha Saxena 
and Daniel Strech 
BMC Public Health 2017 17:295  
Published on: 4 April 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
Public health surveillance is not ethically neutral and yet, ethics guidance and training for 
surveillance programmes is sparse. Development of ethics guidance should be based on 
comprehensive and transparently derived overviews of ethical issues and arguments. However, 
existing overviews on surveillance ethics are limited in scope and in how transparently they 
derived their results. Our objective was accordingly to provide an overview of ethical issues in 
public health surveillance; in addition, to list the arguments put forward with regards to 
arguably the most contested issue in surveillance, that is whether to obtain informed consent. 
Methods 
Ethical issues were defined based on principlism. We assumed an ethical issue to arise in 
surveillance when a relevant normative principle is not adequately considered or two principles 
come into conflict. We searched Pubmed and Google Books for relevant publications. We 
analysed and synthesized the data using qualitative content analysis. 
Results 
Our search strategy retrieved 525 references of which 83 were included in the analysis. We 
identified 86 distinct ethical issues arising in the different phases of the surveillance life-cycle. 
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We further identified 20 distinct conditions that make it more or less justifiable to forego 
informed consent procedures. 
Conclusions 
This is the first systematic qualitative review of ethical issues in public health surveillance 
resulting in a comprehensive ethics matrix that can inform guidelines, reports, strategy papers, 
and educational material and raise awareness among practitioners. 
 
Research article 
Improving immunization in Afghanistan: results from a cross-sectional community-
based survey to assess routine immunization coverage  
Raveesha R. Mugali, Farooq Mansoor, Sardar Parwiz, Fazil Ahmad, Najibullah Safi, Ariel Higgins-
Steele and Sherin Varkey 
BMC Public Health 2017 17:290  
Published on: 4 April 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
Despite progress in recent years, Afghanistan is lagging behind in realizing the full potential of 
immunization. The country is still endemic for polio transmission and measles outbreaks 
continue to occur. In spite of significant reductions over the past decade, the mortality rate of 
children under 5 years of age continues to remain high at 91 per 1000 live births. 
Methods 
The study was a descriptive community-based cross sectional household survey. The survey 
aimed to estimate the levels of immunization coverage at national and province levels. Specific 
objectives are to: establish valid baseline information to monitor progress of the immunization 
program; identify reasons why children are not immunized; and make recommendations to 
enhance access and quality of immunization services in Afghanistan. The survey was carried out 
in all 34 provinces of the country, with a sample of 6125 mothers of children aged 12–
23 months. 
Results 
Nationally, 51% of children participating in the survey received all doses of each antigen 
irrespective of the recommended date of immunization or recommended interval between 
doses. About 31% of children were found to be partially vaccinated. Reasons for partial 
vaccination included: place to vaccinate child too far (23%), not aware of the need of 
vaccination (17%), no faith in vaccination (16%), mother was too busy (15%), and fear of side 
effects (11%). 
Conclusion 
The innovative mechanism of contracting out delivery of primary health care services in 
Afghanistan, including immunization, to non-governmental organizations is showing some 
positive results in quickly increasing coverage of essential interventions, including routine 
immunization. Much ground still needs to be covered with proper planning and management of 
resources in order to improve the immunization coverage in Afghanistan and increase survival 
and health status of its children. 
 
Research article 
‘Fit for school’ – a school-based water, sanitation and hygiene programme to 
improve child health: Results from a longitudinal study in Cambodia, Indonesia and 
Lao PDR  
The Fit for School (FIT) programme integrates school health and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
interventions, which are implemented by the Ministries of Education in four Southeast Asian 
countries. This paper d... 
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Denise Duijster, Bella Monse, Jed Dimaisip-Nabuab, Pantjawidi Djuharnoko, Roswitha Heinrich-
Weltzien, Martin Hobdell, Katrin Kromeyer-Hauschild, Yung Kunthearith, Maria Carmela Mijares-
Majini, Nicole Siegmund, Panith Soukhanouvong and Habib Benzian 
BMC Public Health 2017 17:302  
Published on: 5 April 2017 
 
Research article 
Tracing Africa’s progress towards implementing the Non-Communicable Diseases 
Global action plan 2013–2020: a synthesis of WHO country profile reports  
Half of the estimated annual 28 million non-communicable diseases (NCDs) deaths in low- and 
middle-income countries (LMICs) are attributed to weak health systems. Current health policy 
responses to NCDs are fr... 
Gertrude Nsorma Nyaaba, Karien Stronks, Ama de-Graft Aikins, Andre Pascal Kengne and 
Charles Agyemang 
BMC Public Health 2017 17:297  
Published on: 5 April 2017 
 
Research article 
Impact of school policies on non-communicable disease risk factors – a systematic 
review  
Globally, non-communicable diseases (NCDs) are identified as one of the leading causes of 
mortality. NCDs have several modifiable risk factors including unhealthy diet, physical inactivity, 
tobacco use and alc... 
Ankur Singh, Shalini Bassi, Gaurang P. Nazar, Kiran Saluja, MinHae Park, Sanjay Kinra and 
Monika Arora 
BMC Public Health 2017 17:292  
Published on: 4 April 2017 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 8 April 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
April 2017 - Volume 7 - 4 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
Smoking and tobacco 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 95, Number 4, April 2017, 241-312 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/4/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
March 2017  Volume 43, Issue 2  Pages 161–321 

https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-017-4199-6
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-017-4199-6
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-017-4201-3
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-017-4201-3
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/4/en/


   

: 
 Note: Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
March 2017 Volume 39, Issue 3, p451-664  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/issue/S0149-2918(17)X0003-9 
Editorial 
Current Insights in the Placebo and Nocebo Phenomena 
Seetal Dodd, PhD 
We have arranged a series of review and original research reports that are both up-to-date and 
timely. The articles are from leading researchers in different countries, and they provide insight 
into the range of ongoing research investigating the placebo and nocebo phenomena. 
The word placebo has a Latin origin and a long history of use; however, the context in which 
the word is used has changed over time. Nocebo is a modern word that has been made up 
from the word placebo. In common usage, a placebo or nocebo effect occurs when an inert 
substance creates a beneficial or harmful effect in a person who takes it. The concept is also 
extended beyond the administration of inert substances.1 In a research setting, active placebos 
are pharmacologically active controls that are not considered to be effective for the index 
symptoms being treated. Active placebos have also been used in clinical settings, where an 
active agent has been given to a patient even though the pharmacologic action of the active 
agent is not known to be beneficial for treating the patient’s diagnosed condition, typically to 
meet a patient’s expectation that he or she will receive a treatment. Similarly, a nocebo 
response can occur with an inert or noninert substance as a worsening of the diagnosed 
condition or as treatment-emergent adverse effects. Moreover, when indication-appropriate 
active treatment is administered, the therapeutic effect may be a combination of the 
pharmacologic activity of the treating agent and a placebo effect, as demonstrated in an 
experiment of open and hidden analgesic administration using an infusion pump where pain 
relief was significantly reduced when the patients were unaware that an analgesic was being 
administered.2 
 
It is also common usage to refer to all improvement in a placebo arm of a randomized clinical 
trial (RCT) as a placebo response and all worsening and adverse events as a nocebo response, 
even though fluctuation of symptoms occurs with the natural progression of many illnesses. It is 
often impossible to discern between a genuine placebo response and fluctuation in symptom 
severity that may have occurred without administering a placebo or between a nocebo response 
and highly prevalent physical ailments, such as headache or nausea. Consequently, the terms 
placebo and nocebo are used differently by different authors or even by the same authors when 
reporting different studies. 
 
In placebo-controlled RCTs, a mean change in the primary outcome from baseline to treatment 
end point is commonly described as the placebo response. For researchers whose objectives is 
to demonstrate efficacy of treatment in the active arm of the RCT, it does not matter whether 
the change from baseline for individuals in the placebo arm of an RCT is a genuine placebo 
response driven by expectancy and the treatment environment or is attributable to fluctuations 
in illness severity that may occur during the illness. What matters to these researchers is that 
there is a statistically significant difference in outcome between participants in the placebo and 
active arms of the RCT. Alternatively, for researchers investigating the placebo phenomenon 
itself, experiments are tightly controlled to measure only the response to the placebo itself, 
typically, in healthy participants. 
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There is a need for considerable further research investigating the placebo and nocebo 
phenomena that will increase our scientific and theoretical knowledge about these phenomena 
and broaden our understanding of their clinical relevance. This requires researchers working in 
a broad range of fields. 
 
In this issue of Clinical Therapeutics, experts in nocebo and placebo research contribute new 
insights into the mechanisms and characteristics of the phenomena. The article by Weimer et 
al3 reports an experiment on the placebo effects for treating nausea, investigating whether 
altering the levels of expectation of receiving an active agent when actually receiving a placebo 
can influence treatment outcomes. The article by by Bartels et al4 reports an experiment in 
which cognitive schemas with regard to memory and expectations are assessed as moderators 
of placebo and nocebo responses. 
 
Also in this issue, Enck et al5 contribute a review article that describes a wealth of recent 
research into placebo and nocebo effects but highlights the gaps in current research. Two other 
review articles are contributed by researchers in Australia, Spain, and Portugal, one reviewing 
current knowledge regarding the scientific and theoretical basis of the nocebo and placebo 
phenomena6 and the other investigating the importance and effect of the nocebo and placebo 
phenomena in clinical research and clinical practice.7 
 
This issue accurately represents the current understanding of the nocebo and placebo 
phenomena and the limitation in the current knowledge. Gaps still exist in the way placebo and 
nocebo are conceptualized. As suggested by Enck et al,5 gaps exist in our understanding of the 
basic science of the placebo response, especially outside placebo analgesia research. In 
addition, within clinical populations, identifying placebo and nocebo responders remains 
problematic. I hope that readers enjoy this issue and find it informative. 
 
Reviews 
Unsolved, Forgotten, and Ignored Features of the Placebo Response in Medicine 
Paul Enck, Sibylle Klosterhalfen, Katja Weimer 
p458–468 
Published online: December 2, 2016 
 
A Review of the Theoretical and Biological Understanding of the Nocebo and Placebo 
Phenomena 
Seetal Dodd, Olivia M. Dean, João Vian, Michael Berk 
p469–476 
Published online: February 1, 2017 
 
The Placebo and Nocebo Phenomena: Their Clinical Management and Impact on 
Treatment Outcomes 
Victor Chavarria, João Vian, Círia Pereira, João Data-Franco, Brisa S. Fernandes, Michael Berk, 
Seetal Dodd 
p477–486 
Published online: February 22, 2017 
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Research 
Prevalence of non-communicable diseases and access to health care and 
medications among Yazidis and other minority groups displaced by ISIS into the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq  
Valeria Cetorelli, Gilbert Burnham and Nazar Shabila 
Published on: 6 April 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
The increasing caseload of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in displaced populations poses 
new challenges for humanitarian agencies and host country governments in the provision of 
health care, diagnostics and medications. This study aimed to characterise the prevalence of 
NCDs and better understand issues related to accessing care among Yazidis and other minority 
groups displaced by ISIS and currently residing in camps in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. 
Methods 
The study covered 13 camps managed by the Kurdish Board of Relief and Humanitarian Affairs. 
A systematic random sample of 1300 households with a total of 8360 members were 
interviewed between November and December 2015. Respondents were asked whether any 
household members had been previously diagnosed by a health provider with one or more of 
four common NCDs: hypertension, diabetes, cardiovascular disease and musculoskeletal 
conditions. For each household member with an NCD diagnosis, access to health care and 
medications were queried. 
Results 
Nearly one-third of households had at least one member who had been previously diagnosed 
with one or more of the four NCDs included in this study. Hypertension had the highest 
prevalence (19.4%; CI: 17.0–22.0), followed by musculoskeletal conditions (13.5%; CI: 11.4–
15.8), diabetes (9.7%; CI: 8.0–11.7) and cardiovascular disease (6.3%; CI: 4.8–8.1). Individual 
NCD prevalence and multimorbidity increased significantly with age. Of those with an NCD 
diagnosis, 92.9% (CI: 88.9–95.5) had seen a health provider for this condition in the 3 months 
preceding the survey. In the majority of cases, care was sought from private clinics or hospitals 
rather than from the camp primary health care clinics. Despite the frequent access to health 
providers, 40.0% (CI: 34.4–46.0) were not taking prescribed medications, costs being the 
primary reason cited. 
Conclusion 
New strategies are needed to strengthen health care provision for displaced persons with NCDs 
and ensure access to affordable medications. 
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http://embor.embopress.org/front.current-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
April 2017 - Volume 34 - 4 
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-1/issuetoc
http://www.developmentinpractice.org/journals/volume-24-number-8
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-1/issuetoc
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-2/issuetoc
http://embor.embopress.org/front.current-issue
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
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Volume 23, Number 4—April 2017 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 18, Pages 1-112 (March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
Multi-model comparisons for neglected tropical diseases - validation and projection 
Edited by Déirdre Hollingsworth and Graham Medley 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1 
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 145 - Issue 5 - April 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Spring 2017 (Issue 31.1) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/spring-2017-issue-31-1/ 
ESSAYS 
Human Rights, Global Ethics, and the Ordinary Virtues 
Michael Ignatieff 
[Initial text] 
   In a 1958 speech at the United Nations, Eleanor Roosevelt took stock of the progress that 
human rights had made since the proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
ten years before. Mrs. Roosevelt had chaired the UN committee that drafted the Universal 
Declaration and had hoped that, in time, it would become “the international Magna Carta of all 
men everywhere.” Her answer to the question of how to measure human rights progress has 
become one of the most frequently quoted remarks of the former First Lady: 
   Where, after all, do universal human rights begin? In small places, close to home—so close 
and so small that they cannot be seen on any maps of the world. Yet they are the world of the 
individual person; the neighborhood he lives in; the school or college he attends; the factory, 
farm, or office where he works. Such are the places where every man, woman, and child seeks 
equal justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity without discrimination. Unless these rights have 
meaning there, they have little meaning anywhere. Without concerted citizen action to uphold 
them close to home, we shall look in vain for progress in the larger world… 
 
Heeding the Clarion Call in the Americas: The Quest to End Statelessness 
Kristy A. Belton 
 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/spring-2017-issue-31-1/
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/human-rights-global-ethics-ordinary-virtues/
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/quest-end-statelessness/
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Rethinking the Concept of a “Durable Solution”: Sahrawi Refugee Camps Four 
Decades On  
[Full text] 
Carmen Gómez Martín 
 
FEATURES: RtoP AND THE REFUGEE PROTECTION REGIME 
Introduction [Full text] 
Jason Ralph and James Souter 
In 2005 the UN member states unanimously agreed that they bear a responsibility to protect 
(RtoP) populations from the crimes of genocide, ethnic cleansing, crimes against humanity, and 
war crimes. While there remains debate, some believe that over the course of the last decade 
this agreement has developed into an important international norm.1 Since its inception, 
however, RtoP has continued to be closely associated with military intervention and other in situ 
measures, with much of the recent discussion focused on the implications of the 211 military 
intervention in Libya and Western inaction in Syria. As Jennifer Welsh, the former UN Special 
Adviser on RtoP, has put it, RtoP “is framed still very much as a foreign policy issue: i.e., as 
something we do ‘outside’ our borders.” However, the “spirit behind RtoP,” she suggests, could 
mean turning the conversation inward.2 This raises the question of what RtoP demands when 
military intervention and other in situ measures are inappropriate or inadequate. If populations 
are seeking protection by fleeing atrocity crimes, does RtoP require states to open their borders 
to receive them? And if such action is indeed implied by this norm, are states currently failing in 
their responsibility to protect? 
 
As the RtoP framework has consolidated over the last decade, atrocity crimes have continued to 
generate large numbers of refugees. The existing refugee protection regime—consisting of the 
1951 Refugee Convention, its 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees, and a variety of 
other regional instruments— has led to some of these refugees gaining protection in other 
states. Yet as the numbers forced to flee their homes have dramatically risen as a result of the 
Syrian civil war, some states have demonstrated a marked reluctance to open their borders. 
Quarrels among European states center on the correct distribution of the responsibility to 
receive these refugees (despite the lion’s share being received by states in the Middle East), 
and refugees have been securitized and associated with terrorism. This raises further questions: 
Would these states be moved to take in more refugees if the problem was framed more 
explicitly as an RtoP issue? If that possibility exists, then why would RtoP advocates resist 
expanding its meaning by turning the conversation inward? Is RtoP simply about protecting 
populations as long as they remain offshore? 
 
In January 2016 we hosted a one-day workshop at the University of Leeds to discuss these 
issues. Here we present two of the papers that were originally delivered at that workshop: 
 
Shame on EU? Europe, RtoP, and the Politics of Refugee Protection 
Dan Bulley 
 
Capable and Culpable? The United States, RtoP, and Refugee Responsibility-Sharing 
Alise Coen 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 27, Issue 2, 8 April 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/2 

https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/rethinking-concept-durable-solution-sahrawi-refugee-camps/
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/rethinking-concept-durable-solution-sahrawi-refugee-camps/
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/introduction-rtop-refugee-protection-regime/
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/introduction-rtop-refugee-protection-regime/#fn-12184-1
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/introduction-rtop-refugee-protection-regime/#fn-12184-2
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/shame-on-eu-europe-rtop/
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2017/capable-culpable-rtop/
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/2
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 68,   In Progress   (April 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/66 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 9, Issue 2, April 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/1/page/1 
Original Paper 
An agenda for integrated system-wide interdisciplinary agri-food research  
Peter Horton, Steve A. Banwart, Dan Brockington, Garrett W. Brown… 
Abstract 
This paper outlines the development of an integrated interdisciplinary approach to agri-food 
research, designed to address the ‘grand challenge’ of global food security. Rather than meeting 
this challenge by working in separate domains or via single-disciplinary perspectives, we chart 
the development of a system-wide approach to the food supply chain. In this approach, social 
and environmental questions are simultaneously addressed. Firstly, we provide a holistic model 
of the agri-food system, which depicts the processes involved, the principal inputs and outputs, 
the actors and the external influences, emphasising the system’s interactions, feedbacks and 
complexities. Secondly, we show how this model necessitates a research programme that 
includes the study of land-use, crop production and protection, food processing, storage and 
distribution, retailing and consumption, nutrition and public health. Acknowledging the 
methodological and epistemological challenges involved in developing this approach, we 
propose two specific ways forward. Firstly, we propose a method for analysing and modelling 
agri-food systems in their totality, which enables the complexity to be reduced to essential 
components of the whole system to allow tractable quantitative analysis using LCA and related 
methods. This initial analysis allows for more detailed quantification of total system resource 
efficiency, environmental impact and waste. Secondly, we propose a method to analyse the 
ethical, legal and political tensions that characterise such systems via the use of deliberative 
fora. We conclude by proposing an agenda for agri-food research which combines these two 
approaches into a rational programme for identifying, testing and implementing the new agri-
technologies and agri-food policies, advocating the critical application of nexus thinking to meet 
the global food security challenge. 
 
Original Paper 
Aid or abyss? Food assistance programs (FAPs), food security and livelihoods in 
Humla, Nepal  
Yograj Gautam, Peter Andersen Pages 227-238  
 
Original Paper 
Remittances and household nutrition: evidence from rural Kilimanjaro in Tanzania  
Rosemary E. Isoto, David S. Kraybill 
 
Original Paper 
The importance and challenges of crop germplasm interdependence: the case of 
Bhutan  

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/66
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/1/page/1
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0648-4
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Peter+Horton%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Steve+A.+Banwart%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Dan+Brockington%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Garrett+W.+Brown%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0655-5
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0655-5
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Yograj+Gautam%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Peter+Andersen%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0656-4
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Rosemary+E.+Isoto%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22David+S.+Kraybill%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0647-5
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0647-5
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Mahesh Ghimiray, Ronnie Vernooy 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 44, Issue 1, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 10, Issue 1, Spring 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Geoheritage  
Volume 9, Issue 1, March 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12371/9/1/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 10, 2017 - Issue 1  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/10/1?nav=tocList 
Review 
The impact of the worldwide Millennium Development Goals campaign on maternal 
and under-five child mortality reduction: ‘Where did the worldwide campaign work 
most effectively?’ 
Seungman Cha 
Article: 1267961 
Published online: 07 Feb 2017 
 
Review 
The potential for political leadership in HIV/AIDS communication campaigns in Sub-
Saharan Africa 
Abraar Karan, Emily Hartford & Thomas J. Coates 
Article: 1270525 
Published online: 03 Feb 2017 
 
Article 
Breaking the cycles of poverty: Strategies, achievements, and lessons learned in Los 
Cuatro Santos, Nicaragua, 1990–2014 
Elmer Zelaya Blandón, Carina Källestål, Rodolfo Peña, Wilton Perez, Staffan Berglund, Mariela 
Contreras & Lars-Åke Persson 
Article: 1272884 
Published online: 31 Jan 2017 
 
Review article 
Health equity and migrants in the Greater Mekong Subregion 
Celia McMichael & Judith Healy 

http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Mahesh+Ghimiray%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Ronnie+Vernooy%22
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current
http://link.springer.com/journal/12371/9/1/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/10/1?nav=tocList
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2017.1267961
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2017.1267961
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2017.1267961
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Cha%2C+Seungman
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2017.1270525
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2017.1270525
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Karan%2C+Abraar
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Hartford%2C+Emily
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Coates%2C+Thomas+J
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2017.1272884
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2017.1272884
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bland%C3%B3n%2C+Elmer+Zelaya
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/K%C3%A4llest%C3%A5l%2C+Carina
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Pe%C3%B1a%2C+Rodolfo
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Perez%2C+Wilton
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Berglund%2C+Staffan
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Contreras%2C+Mariela
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Contreras%2C+Mariela
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Persson%2C+Lars-%C3%85ke
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2017.1271594
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/McMichael%2C+Celia
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Healy%2C+Judith
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Article: 1271594 
Published online: 27 Jan 2017 
 

Review article 
Who is a community health worker? – a systematic review of definitions 
Abimbola Olaniran, Helen Smith, Regine Unkels, Sarah Bar-Zeev & Nynke van den Broek 
Article: 1272223 
Published online: 27 Jan 2017 

 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
March 24, 2017, 5 (1) 
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 12, 2017   Issue 5  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 8 April 2017] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
April 2017; Volume 36, Issue 4  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: Maternity Coverage, Children, Disability & More 
Maternity & Children’s Coverage 
State And Federal Coverage For Pregnant Immigrants: Prenatal Care Increased, No 
Change Detected For Infant Health  
Laura R. Wherry, Rachel Fabi, Adam Schickedanz, and Brendan Saloner 
Health Aff April 2017 36:607-615; doi:10.1377/hlthaff.2016.1198  
 
Low-Income Children With Chronic Conditions Face Increased Costs If Shifted From 
CHIP To Marketplace Plans  
Alon Peltz, Amy J. Davidoff, Cary P. Gross, and Marjorie S. Rosenthal 
Health Aff April 2017 36:616-625; doi:10.1377/hlthaff.2016.1280  
 
Global Health 
Industry-Led Access-To-Medicines Initiatives In Low- And Middle-Income 
Countries: Strategies And Evidence  
Peter C. Rockers, Veronika J. Wirtz, Chukwuemeka A. Umeh, Preethi M. Swamy, and Richard O. 
Laing 
Health Aff April 2017 36:706-713; doi:10.1377/hlthaff.2016.1213  
Abstract 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2017.1272223
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Olaniran%2C+Abimbola
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Smith%2C+Helen
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Unkels%2C+Regine
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bar-Zeev%2C+Sarah
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/van+den+Broek%2C+Nynke
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
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http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/36/4/607.abstract
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/36/4/607.abstract
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/36/4/616.abstract
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/36/4/616.abstract
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/36/4/706.abstract
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Global biopharmaceutical companies are increasingly establishing access-to-medicines (AtM) 
initiatives in low- and middle-income countries. We reviewed the initiatives of twenty-one 
research-based global biopharmaceutical companies to assess their strategies for improving 
access and the quality of evidence on the impact of their initiatives. The number of operating 
initiatives increased from 17 in 2000 to 102 in 2015. Of the 120 different AtM initiatives 
identified, 48 percent used a medicine donation strategy, and 44 percent used a price reduction 
strategy. While companies have frequently claimed that their initiatives have had positive 
impacts, we found published evaluations for only seven initiatives, and nearly all of the 
evaluations were of low (62 percent) or very low (32 percent) quality. It is clear that the 
biopharmaceutical industry has increased its commitment to improving access to medicines in 
low- and middle-income countries. However, companies should do more to generate high-
quality evidence on their initiatives, and the global health community should do more to assist 
the developing of evidence about the initiatives.  
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 18, Issue 2, December 2016 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Section: Universal Health Coverage and Human Rights 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 12 - Issue 2 - April 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
Special Issue: Towards a Global Framework for Health Financing  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 32 Issue 3 April 2017  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 8 April 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 39, Number 1, February 2017 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35792 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 68   January 2017 
http://odihpn.org/magazine/the-crisis-in-south-sudan/ 

http://www.hhrjournal.org/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35792
http://odihpn.org/magazine/the-crisis-in-south-sudan/
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The crisis in South Sudan  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 6, No 2 (2016) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 8 April 2017] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 8 April 2017]  
Scoping Review 
The cross-cutting contribution of the end of neglected tropical diseases to the 
sustainable development goals  
Mathieu Bangert, David H. Molyneux, Steve W. Lindsay, Christopher Fitzpatrick and Dirk Engels 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty 2017 6:73  
Published on: 4 April 2017 
Abstract 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) call for an integrated response, the kind that has 
defined Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) efforts in the past decade. 
NTD interventions have the greatest relevance for SDG3, the health goal, where the focus on 
equity, and its commitment to reaching people in need of health services, wherever they may 
live and whatever their circumstances, is fundamentally aligned with the target of Universal 
Health Coverage. NTD interventions, however, also affect and are affected by many of the 
other development areas covered under the 2030 Agenda. Strategies such as mass drug 
administration or the programmatic integration of NTD and WASH activities (SDG6) are driven 
by effective global partnerships (SDG17). Intervention against the NTDs can also have an 
impact on poverty (SDG1) and hunger (SDG2), can improve education (SDG4), work and 
economic growth (SDG8), thereby reducing inequalities (SDG10). The community-led 
distribution of donated medicines to more than 1 billion people reinforces women’s 
empowerment (SDG5), logistics infrastructure (SDG9) and non-discrimination against disability 
(SDG16). Interventions to curb mosquito-borne NTDs contribute to the goals of urban 
sustainability (SDG11) and resilience to climate change (SDG13), while the safe use of 
insecticides supports the goal of sustainable ecosystems (SDG15). Although indirectly, 
interventions to control water- and animal-related NTDs can facilitate the goals of small-scale 
fishing (SDG14) and sustainable hydroelectricity and biofuels (SDG7). 
NTDs proliferate in less developed areas in countries across the income spectrum, areas where 
large numbers of people have little or no access to adequate health care, clean water, 
sanitation, housing, education, transport and information. This scoping review assesses how in 
this context, ending the epidemic of the NTDs can impact and improve our prospects of 
attaining the SDGs. 
 

http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
https://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-017-0288-0
https://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-017-0288-0
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International Health 
Volume 9, Issue 2   March 2017 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 4, No 3 (2017)  March 2017 
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/21 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 20, Pages 1-162 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/20 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 45 Issue 6  December 2016  
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
Volume 23, Issue 5, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current 
Original Articles  
Rethinking architectural heritage conservation in post-disaster context 
Cut Dewi 
Pages 1-14 | Received 28 Jun 2016, Accepted 25 Feb 2017, Published online: 16 Mar 2017 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13527258.2017.1300927  
Abstract 
This paper aims to contribute to the understanding of architectural heritage and its conservation 
in a post-disaster context by taking into account the interrelationship of form and function. To 
do this I borrow from the work of Laurajane Smith who argues that heritage is a cultural 
process linked to activities of remembering and identity formation. This definition requires us to 
move beyond the idea that heritage is merely tangible and asks us to acknowledge the 
importance of uses of material culture. Thus, I argue that the relationship between form and 
function should be central in understanding architectural heritage. The paper examines these 
issues with particular reference to examples from Banda Aceh post the 2004 Tsunami Disaster 
and, to do this, borrows some methods from architectural anthropology. The paper argues that 
the traditional architectural conservation practices, including adaptive reuse, that stress the 

http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/2
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/21
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/20
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjhs20/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13527258.2017.1300927
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13527258.2017.1300927
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importance of building forms should be expanded. Thus, the paper offers the idea of adaptive 
re-form or redesign where function is privileged to the extent that material form may be altered 
to accommodate the resurrection of traditional uses. This is practically important in post-
disaster contexts and Southeast Asian cultural contexts, where materiality is viewed as 
impermanent. 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
March 2017 Volume 56, p1-286  
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(17)X0003-9 
Special Issue: Commemorating World Tuberculosis Day 2017 
[40+ articles covering a range of TB thematic areas] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 24, 2017 - Issue 3 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Spring 2017  Volume 51, Issue 1  Pages 1–287, e1–e16 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2017.51.issue-1/issuetoc 
HEALTH-RELATED ISSUES OF IMMIGRANTS IN THE UNITED STATES 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
March 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 1  
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
April 4, 2017, Vol 317, No. 13, Pages 1291-1388  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
The JAMA Forum  
April 4, 2017 
Vaccines and the Trump Administration 
Joshua M. Sharfstein, MD1  
JAMA. 2017;317(13):1305-1306. doi:10.1001/jama.2017.2311  
Initial Text 
   Writing recently in the New York Times, infectious disease physician Peter Hotez warned: “It’s 
looking as if 2017 could become the year when the anti-vaccination movement gains 
ascendancy in the United States and we begin to see a reversal of several decades in steady 
public health gains. The first blow will be measles outbreaks in America.” 
   These fears have everything to do with the new administration in Washington, DC. During the 
campaign, Donald Trump met with discredited British physician Andrew Wakefield, who first 
alleged a connection between the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine and autism in a 

http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(17)X0003-9
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2017.51.issue-1/issuetoc
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2614172
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/08/opinion/how-the-anti-vaxxers-are-winning.html?_r=0
https://www.statnews.com/2016/11/30/donald-trump-vaccines-policy/
http://briandeer.com/mmr-lancet.htm
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now-retracted Lancet article. Then, in a September 2015 primary debate, Trump himself 
suggested that vaccines cause autism. In January, Robert F. Kennedy Jr, known for his 
engagement with vaccine conspiracies, emerged from a meeting with the President-elect to 
claim that he will lead a new vaccine safety commission… 
 
Viewpoint 
Implementing Public Health Goals for Human Immunodeficiency Virus Infection 
Through Law 
Rhonda Gay Hartman, JD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2017;171(4):315-316. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2016.4366  
   This Viewpoint discusses laws that favor confidential access to HIV testing and treatment for 
adolescents, as a way of achieving public health goals for HIV infection. 
 
Viewpoint 
Social Justice and the Provision of Health Care for Poor Children 
Andrew D. Racine, MD, PhD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2017;171(4):316-317. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2016.4567  
   This Viewpoint asks whether the provision of health care to underserved children is an act of 
social justice. 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
March 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 3  
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 42, Issue 2, April 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/42/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage 
Volume 24, Pages e1-e2, 1-206 (March–April 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/12962074 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2017: Volume 7 Issue 1 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 126, Pages 1-242 (May 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/126 
[No new digest content identified] 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/03/health/research/03lancet.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2015/09/16/donald_trump_suggested_vaccines_cause_autism_during_the_cnn_gop_debate_he.html
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how-robert-f-kennedy-jr-distorted-vaccine-science1/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-to-meet-with-proponent-of-debunked-tie-between-vaccines-and-autism/2017/01/10/4a5d03c0-d752-11e6-9f9f-5cdb4b7f8dd7_story.html?utm_term=.a608e55f82c1
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2601245
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2601245
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2604262
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/42/2/page/1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/12962074
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/126
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Journal of Environmental Management 
Volume 190, Pages 1-302 (8 April 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797/190 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
April 2017 - Volume 71 - 4 
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
Theme Issue: Refugee Crisis: The Borders of Human Mobility 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Infectious Diseases (JGID)  
January – March 2017  Vol 9  Issue 1  Pages 1-37 
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 28, Number 1, February 2017 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35850 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 3, Issue 1, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
Resolving Data Wars: New Thoughts About Establishing Trafficking Prevalence 
Introduction to the Special Issue  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 7 Issue 1  
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/7/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 19, Issue 2, April 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/19/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797/190
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35850
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/7/1
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/19/2/page/1
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Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 15, Issue 1, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 215, Issue 5  1 March 2017 
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
OBITUARY 
Donald Ainslie (D. A.) Henderson, MD, MPH (1928–2016) Smallpox Eradication: 
Leadership and Legacy  
 
Viruses 
Development of a Global Respiratory Severity Score for Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
Infection in Infants  
Mary T. Caserta; Xing Qiu; Brenda Tesini; Lu Wang; Amy Murphy  
 
 
Journal of International Development 
March 2017  Volume 29, Issue 2  Pages 157–283 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v29.2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
April 2017 - Volume 43 - 4 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 

 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volumes 49–51, Pages 1-88 (March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963 
Special Issue: Competitive Manufacturing in a High-Cost Environment 
Edited by Suzanne de Treville, Mikko Ketokivi and Vinod Singhal 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 4, Issue 1 (2017)  
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 6  Issue 1, March 2017  
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/215/5/673/2973039/Donald-Ainslie-D-A-Henderson-MD-MPH-1928-2016
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/215/5/673/2973039/Donald-Ainslie-D-A-Henderson-MD-MPH-1928-2016
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/215/5/750/2736679/Development-of-a-Global-Respiratory-Severity-Score
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/215/5/750/2736679/Development-of-a-Global-Respiratory-Severity-Score
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Mary+T.+Caserta
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Xing+Qiu
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Brenda+Tesini
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Lu+Wang
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Amy+Murphy
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v29.2/issuetoc
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
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Journal of Pediatrics 
April 2017 Volume 183, p1-206  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 38, Issue 1, February 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/41271/38/1/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
01 April 2017; volume 14, issue 129 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
Life Sciences–Mathematics interface 
Research article:  
Exploring the high-resolution mapping of gender-disaggregated development 
indicators 
C. Bosco, V. Alegana, T. Bird, C. Pezzulo, L. Bengtsson, A. Sorichetta, J. Steele, G. Hornby, C. 
Ruktanonchai, N. Ruktanonchai, E. Wetter, A. J. Tatem 
J. R. Soc. Interface 2017 14 20160825; DOI: 10.1098/rsif.2016.0825. Published 5 April 2017  
Open Access 
Abstract 
Improved understanding of geographical variation and inequity in health status, wealth and 
access to resources within countries is increasingly being recognized as central to meeting 
development goals. Development and health indicators assessed at national or subnational 
scale can often conceal important inequities, with the rural poor often least well represented. 
The ability to target limited resources is fundamental, especially in an international context 
where funding for health and development comes under pressure. This has recently prompted 
the exploration of the potential of spatial interpolation methods based on geolocated clusters 
from national household survey data for the high-resolution mapping of features such as 
population age structures, vaccination coverage and access to sanitation. It remains unclear, 
however, how predictable these different factors are across different settings, variables and 
between demographic groups. Here we test the accuracy of spatial interpolation methods in 
producing gender-disaggregated high-resolution maps of the rates of literacy, stunting and the 
use of modern contraceptive methods from a combination of geolocated demographic and 
health surveys cluster data and geospatial covariates. Bayesian geostatistical and machine 
learning modelling methods were tested across four low-income countries and varying gridded 
environmental and socio-economic covariate datasets to build 1×1 km spatial resolution maps 
with uncertainty estimates. Results show the potential of the approach in producing high-
resolution maps of key gender-disaggregated socio-economic indicators, with explained 
variance through cross-validation being as high as 74–75% for female literacy in Nigeria and 
Kenya, and in the 50–70% range for many other variables. However, substantial variations by 
both country and variable were seen, with many variables showing poor mapping accuracies in 
the range of 2–30% explained variance using both geostatistical and machine learning 
approaches. The analyses offer a robust basis for the construction of timely maps with levels of 
detail that support geographically stratified decision-making and the monitoring of progress 

http://www.jpeds.com/current
http://link.springer.com/journal/41271/38/1/page/1
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/14/129/20160825
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/14/129/20160825
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/14/129/20160825
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/14/129/20160825
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towards development goals. However, the great variability in results between countries and 
variables highlights the challenges in applying these interpolation methods universally across 
multiple countries, and the importance of validation and quantifying uncertainty if this is 
undertaken. 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 24, Issue 2, March/April 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/24/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Apr 08, 2017 Volume 389 Number 10077 p1369-1490  e5  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Comment 
Eliminating maternal and neonatal tetanus and closing the immunity gap 
Craig Burgess, Francois Gasse, Robert Steinglass, Ahmadu Yakubu, Azhar Abid Raza, Kari 
Johansen 
Summary 
Although progress has been made in achieving maternal and neonatal tetanus elimination 
(MNTE), WHO's Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE) noted at its 
October, 2016, meeting that the 2015 goal for MNTE had been missed. Maternal and neonatal 
tetanus is still to be eliminated in 18 countries (Afghanistan, Angola, Central African Republic, 
Chad, DR Congo, Ethiopia, Guinea, Haiti, Kenya, Mali, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, and Yemen). 
 
Series 
America: Equity and Equality in Health 
Mass incarceration, public health, and widening inequality in the USA 
Christopher Wildeman, Emily A Wang 
Summary 
In this Series paper, we examine how mass incarceration shapes inequality in health. The USA 
is the world leader in incarceration, which disproportionately affects black populations. Nearly 
one in three black men will ever be imprisoned, and nearly half of black women currently have 
a family member or extended family member who is in prison. However, until recently the 
public health implications of mass incarceration were unclear. Most research in this area has 
focused on the health of current and former inmates, with findings suggesting that 
incarceration could produce some short-term improvements in physical health during 
imprisonment but has profoundly harmful effects on physical and mental health after release. 
The emerging literature on the family and community effects of mass incarceration points to 
negative health impacts on the female partners and children of incarcerated men, and raises 
concerns that excessive incarceration could harm entire communities and thus might partly 
underlie health disparities both in the USA and between the USA and other developed countries. 
Research into interventions, policies, and practices that could mitigate the harms of 
incarceration and the post-incarceration period is urgently needed, particularly studies using 
rigorous experimental or quasi-experimental designs. 
 
America: Equity and Equality in Health 
Population health in an era of rising income inequality: USA, 1980–2015 

https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/24/2
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
Eliminating%20maternal%20and%20neonatal%20tetanus%20and%20closing%20the%20immunity%20gap
http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2930259-3/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2930571-8/fulltext
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Jacob Bor, Gregory H Cohen, Sandro Galea 
Summary 
Income inequality in the USA has increased over the past four decades. Socioeconomic gaps in 
survival have also increased. Life expectancy has risen among middle-income and high-income 
Americans whereas it has stagnated among poor Americans and even declined in some 
demographic groups. Although the increase in income inequality since 1980 has been driven 
largely by soaring top incomes, the widening of survival inequalities has occurred lower in the 
distribution—ie, between the poor and upper-middle class. Growing survival gaps across income 
percentiles since 2001 reflect falling real incomes among poor Americans as well as an 
increasingly strong association between low income and poor health. Changes in individual risk 
factors such as smoking, obesity, and substance abuse play a part but do not fully explain the 
steeper gradient. Distal factors correlated with rising inequality including unequal access to 
technological innovations, increased geographical segregation by income, reduced economic 
mobility, mass incarceration, and increased exposure to the costs of medical care might have 
reduced access to salutary determinants of health among low-income Americans. Having 
missed out on decades of income growth and longevity gains, low-income Americans are 
increasingly left behind. Without interventions to decouple income and health, or to reduce 
inequalities in income, we might see the emergence of a 21st century health-poverty trap and 
the further widening and hardening of socioeconomic inequalities in health. 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Apr 2017 Volume 5 Number 4 e370-e466  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Apr 2017 Volume 17 Number 4 p349-460   e107-e127 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Public Health 
Mar 2017 Volume 2 Number 3 e121-e156  
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current 
Comment 
The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals programme: a quasi-experiment in giving 
hope to migrants 
Martin McKee, David Stuckler 
 
Articles 
Health consequences of the US Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
immigration programme: a quasi-experimental study 
Atheendar S Venkataramani, Sachin J Shah, Rourke O'Brien, Ichiro Kawachi, Alexander C Tsai 
Summary 
Background 
The effects of changes in immigration policy on health outcomes among undocumented 
immigrants are not well known. We aimed to examine the physical and mental health effects of 
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) programme, a 2012 US immigration policy 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30050-6/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30050-6/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30047-6/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(17)30047-6/fulltext
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that provided renewable work permits and freedom from deportation for a large number of 
undocumented immigrants. 
Methods 
We did a retrospective, quasi-experimental study using nationally representative, repeated 
cross-sectional data from the US National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) for the period 
January, 2008, to December, 2015. We included non-citizen, Hispanic adults aged 19–50 years 
in our analyses. We used a difference-in-differences strategy to compare changes in health 
outcomes among individuals who met key DACA eligibility criteria (based on age at immigration 
and at the time of policy implementation) before and after programme implementation versus 
changes in outcomes for individuals who did not meet these criteria. We additionally restricted 
the sample to individuals who had lived in the USA for at least 5 years and had completed high 
school or its equivalent, in order to hold fixed two other DACA eligibility criteria. Our primary 
outcomes were self-reported overall health (measured on a 5 point Likert scale) and 
psychological distress (Kessler 6 [K6] scale), the latter was administered to a random subset of 
NHIS respondents. 
Findings 
Our final sample contained 14 973 respondents for the self-reported health outcome and 5035 
respondents for the K6 outcome. Of these individuals, 3972 in the self-reported health analysis 
and 1138 in the K6 analysis met the DACA eligibility criteria. Compared with people ineligible for 
DACA, the introduction of DACA was associated with no significant change among DACA-eligible 
individuals in terms of self-reported overall health (b=0·056, 95% CI −0·024 to 0·14, p=0·17) 
or the likelihood of reporting poor or fair health (adjusted odds ratio [aOR] 0·98, 95% CI 0·66–
1·44, p=0·91). However, DACA-eligible individuals experienced a reduction in K6 score 
compared with DACA-ineligible individuals (adjusted incident risk ratio 0·78, 95% CI 0·56–0·95, 
p=0·020) and were less likely to meet screening criteria for moderate or worse psychological 
distress (aOR 0·62, 95% CI 0·41–0·93, p=0·022). 
Interpretation 
Economic opportunities and protection from deportation for undocumented immigrants, as 
offered by DACA, could confer large mental health benefits to such individuals. Health 
consequences should be considered by researchers and policy makers in evaluations of the 
broader welfare effects of immigration policy. 
Funding 
None. 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 21, Issue 4, April 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/21/4/page/1 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 37, Issue 3, April 2017  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
March 2017  Volume 95, Issue 1  Pages 1–209 

http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/21/4/page/1
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current


   

: 
 Note: Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2017.95.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 544 Number 7648 pp5-132  6 April 2017 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
April 6, 2017  Vol. 376 No. 14 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 46, Issue 2, April 2017  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
OxMo Vol. 6, No. 2 
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pediatrics  
April 2017, VOLUME 139 / ISSUE 4 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/3?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
April 2017, Issue 4, Pages 397-491  
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/35/3/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 8 April 2017] 
Disasters 
The Life Process of Children Who Survived the Manjil Earthquake: A Decaying or 
Renewing Process 
April 4, 2017 ·  
Introduction: Among earthquake survivors, children are more vulnerable than other age groups 
due to their exposure to harrowing scenes of devastation as well as their drastically new living 
situations that result from an earthquake disaster. The life process of children survivors 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2017.95.issue-1/issuetoc
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
http://oxmofm.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/FINAL-OXMO-FULL-COPY-v.2.pdf
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/3?current-issue=y
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/35/3/page/1
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/article/the-life-process-of-children-who-survived-the-manjil-earthquake-a-decaying-or-renewing-process/
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/article/the-life-process-of-children-who-survived-the-manjil-earthquake-a-decaying-or-renewing-process/
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undergoes many different changes that are affected by a wide range of factors. Understanding 
the life process of these children may lead to effective outcomes and interventions. In addition, 
observing children survivors establishes knowledge and understanding of the challenges that 
correspond with earthquake disasters. Further, observing this group may be further effective in 
decision-making and establishing types of assistance in similar circumstances. 
Objectives: This study was done to explain the life process of children who survived the 
earthquake of Manjil in northern side of Iran. 
Methods: This qualitative study is based on the grounded theory approach. The sampling 
involved purposive interviews with 12 children who survived the Manjil earthquake and were 
under 12 years of age at the time of the earthquake. The initial interviews were followed by 
continuous comparative analysis, and thus the sampling process adopted a theoretical trend. In 
the end, by the formation of categories and the central variable of the study, interviews were 
conducted with 16 subjects and sufficient data was provided. Data was collected through face-
to-face, in-depth interviews using an interview guide. In order to enrich the categories formed 
in data analysis, we had also 6 telephone interviews with the same participants in order to 
complete missed needed information. Data collection began in 2015 and continued up until 
2016. Data was analysed using the Strauss-Corbin approach. 
Results: The life process of children earthquake survivors consists of ‘unexpected encounter’, 
‘transient relief activities’ and ‘long-lasting consequences’. The central variable of this study is 
‘the dark shadow of pain and the light shadow of life expectancy’. The life experience of this 
group of children is immersed in painful memories and varies under different conditions. 
Discussion and Conclusion: According to the results of this study, one of the factors affecting 
the lives of children earthquake survivors which could threaten their health is providing non-
specific and transient services. Training relief staff to consider the specific needs of these 
children at the time of the rescue operation could contribute to improving their health level in 
various aspects. Considering the effective and comprehensive rehabilitation program in Disaster 
Management by policymakers can prevent permanent complications caused by earthquakes. 
Planning and taking action to identify misbehaviours in this group of children as well as raising 
public awareness, particularly for parents, on how to manage the outcomes of natural disasters 
are some of the most significant public health priorities. Providing public mental health services 
for parents and children who survive an earthquake helps to address potential psychological 
problems in this group of survivors. 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
[Accessed 8 April 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 8 April 2017)  
Research Article  
Status and methodology of publicly available national HIV care continua and 90-90-
90 targets: A systematic review  
Reuben Granich, Somya Gupta, Irene Hall, John Aberle-Grasse, Shannon Hader, Jonathan 
Mermin  
| published 04 Apr 2017 PLOS Medicine  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002253  

http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/
http://www.plosmedicine.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002253
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002253
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002253
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PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 8 April 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 8 April 2017]  
Research Article  
Disclosure bias for group versus individual reporting of violence amongst conflict-
affected adolescent girls in DRC and Ethiopia  
Lindsay Stark, Marni Sommer, Kathryn Davis, Khudejha Asghar, Asham Assazenew Baysa, 
Gizman Abdela, Sophie Tanner, Kathryn Falb  
Research Article | published 04 Apr 2017 PLOS ONE  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0174741  
Abstract 
Methodologies to measure gender-based violence (GBV) have received inadequate attention, 
especially in humanitarian contexts where vulnerabilities to violence are exacerbated. This 
paper compares the results from individual audio computer-assisted self-administered (ACASI) 
survey interviews with results from participatory social mapping activities, employed with the 
same sample in two different post-conflict contexts. Eighty-seven internally displaced 
adolescent girls from the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 78 Sudanese girls living in 
Ethiopian refugee camps were interviewed using the two methodologies. Results revealed that 
the group-based qualitative method elicited narratives of violence focusing on events 
perpetrated by strangers or members of the community more distantly connected to girls. In 
contrast, ACASI interviews revealed violence predominantly perpetrated by family members and 
intimate partners. These findings suggest that group-based methods of information gathering 
frequently used in the field may be more susceptible to socially accepted narratives. Specifically, 
our findings suggest group-based methods may produce results showing that sexual violence 
perpetrated by strangers (e.g., from armed groups in the conflict) is more prevalent than 
violence perpetrated by family and intimate partners. To the extent this finding is true, it may 
lead to a skewed perception that adolescent GBV involving strangers is a more pressing issue 
than intimate partner and family-based sexual violence, when in fact, both are of great concern. 
 
 
PLoS Pathogens 
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/ 
[Accessed 8 April 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 8 April 2017] 
Biological Sciences - Environmental Sciences - Social Sciences - Sustainability Science:  
Human health alters the sustainability of fishing practices in East Africa  

http://www.plosntds.org/
http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0174741
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0174741
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0174741
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/
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http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/04/03/1613260114.abstract
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Kathryn J. Fiorella, Erin M. Milner, Charles R. Salmen, Matthew D. Hickey, Dan O. Omollo, Abdi 
Odhiambo, Brian Mattah, Elizabeth A. Bukusi, Lia C. H. Fernald, and Justin S. Brashares 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print April 4, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1613260114  
 
Social Sciences - Anthropology - Biological Sciences - Anthropology:  
Ancient individuals from the North American Northwest Coast reveal 10,000 years of 
regional genetic continuity  
John Lindo, Alessandro Achilli, Ugo A. Perego, David Archer, Cristina Valdiosera, Barbara 
Petzelt, Joycelynn Mitchell, Rosita Worl, E. James Dixon, Terence E. Fifield, Morten Rasmussen,  
Eske Willerslev, Jerome S. Cybulski, Brian M. Kemp, Michael DeGiorgio, and Ripan S. Malhi 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print April 4, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1620410114  
 
Social Sciences - Anthropology: 
Early human symbolic behavior in the Late Pleistocene of Wallacea  
Adam Brumm, Michelle C. Langley, Mark W. Moore, Budianto Hakim, Muhammad Ramli, Iwan 
Sumantri, Basran Burhan, Andi Muhammad Saiful, Linda Siagian, Suryatman, Ratno Sardi, 
Ratno Sardi, Andi Jusdi, Abdullah, Andi Pampang Mubarak, Hasliana, Hasrianti, Adhi Agus 
Oktaviana, Shinatria Adhityatama, Gerrit D. van den Bergh, Maxime Aubert, Jian-xin Zhao, 
Jillian Huntley, Bo Li, Richard G. Roberts, E. Wahyu Saptomo, Yinika Perston, and Rainer Grün 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print April 3, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1619013114  
Significance 
We present evidence from the Late Pleistocene of Sulawesi, Indonesia, where an unusually rich 
and unique symbolic complex was excavated from archaeological deposits spanning 30,000 to 
22,000 y ago. Including previously unknown practices of self-ornamentation, used ochre, 
pigmented artifacts, and portable art, these findings advance our knowledge of the cultural 
repertoires of modern humans in Pleistocene Wallacea, including the nonparietal artworks and 
symbolic material culture of some of the world’s earliest known “cave artists.”  
Abstract 
Wallacea, the zone of oceanic islands separating the continental regions of Southeast Asia and 
Australia, has yielded sparse evidence for the symbolic culture of early modern humans. Here 
we report evidence for symbolic activity 30,000–22,000 y ago at Leang Bulu Bettue, a cave and 
rock-shelter site on the Wallacean island of Sulawesi. We describe hitherto undocumented 
practices of personal ornamentation and portable art, alongside evidence for pigment 
processing and use in deposits that are the same age as dated rock art in the surrounding karst 
region. Previously, assemblages of multiple and diverse types of Pleistocene “symbolic” artifacts 
were entirely unknown from this region. The Leang Bulu Bettue assemblage provides insight 
into the complexity and diversification of modern human culture during a key period in the 
global dispersal of our species. It also shows that early inhabitants of Sulawesi fashioned 
ornaments from body parts of endemic animals, suggesting modern humans integrated exotic 
faunas and other novel resources into their symbolic world as they colonized the 
biogeographically unique regions southeast of continental Eurasia.  
 
Social Sciences - Sustainability Science:  
Titling indigenous communities protects forests in the Peruvian Amazon  
Allen Blackman, Leonardo Corral, Eirivelthon Santos Lima, and Gregory P. Asner 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print April 3, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1603290114  
Significance 
Developing countries are increasingly granting local communities legal title to forests. Almost a 
third of forests in the global south are now managed by local communities, more than twice the 
share currently found in protected areas. However, we know little about the effects of titling on 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/04/03/1620410114.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/04/03/1620410114.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/28/1619013114.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/28/1603290114.abstract
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forest clearing and disturbance, which remain urgent problems. We use community-level 
longitudinal data derived from high-resolution satellite images, along with statistical techniques 
that control for confounding factors, to measure the effect of titling indigenous communities in 
the Peruvian Amazon. Results indicate that titling significantly reduces both clearing and 
disturbance, at least in the short term. The implication is that awarding formal land titles to 
local communities can protect forests.  
Abstract 
Developing countries are increasingly decentralizing forest governance by granting indigenous 
groups and other local communities formal legal title to land. However, the effects of titling on 
forest cover are unclear. Rigorous analyses of titling campaigns are rare, and related theoretical 
and empirical research suggests that they could either stem or spur forest damage. We analyze 
such a campaign in the Peruvian Amazon, where more than 1,200 indigenous communities 
comprising some 11 million ha have been titled since the mid-1970s. We use community-level 
longitudinal data derived from high-resolution satellite images to estimate the effect of titling 
between 2002 and 2005 on contemporaneous forest clearing and disturbance. Our results 
indicate that titling reduces clearing by more than three-quarters and forest disturbance by 
roughly two-thirds in a 2-y window spanning the year title is awarded and the year afterward. 
These results suggest that awarding formal land titles to local communities can advance forest 
conservation.  
 
Physical Sciences - Computer Sciences - Social Sciences - Social Sciences:  
Quantitative criticism of literary relationships  
Joseph P. Dexter, Theodore Katz, Nilesh Tripuraneni, Tathagata Dasgupta, Ajay Kannan,  
James A. Brofos, Jorge A. Bonilla Lopez, Lea A. Schroeder, Adriana Casarez, Maxim Rabinovich,  
Ayelet Haimson Lushkov, and Pramit Chaudhuri 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print April 3, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1611910114  
Significance 
Famous works of literature can serve as cultural touchstones, inviting creative adaptations in 
subsequent writing. To understand a poem, play, or novel, critics often catalog and analyze 
these intertextual relationships. The study of such relationships is challenging because 
intertextuality can take many forms, from direct quotation to literary imitation. Here, we show 
that techniques from authorship attribution studies, including stylometry and machine learning, 
can shed light on inexact literary relationships involving little explicit text reuse. We trace the 
evolution of features not tied to individual words across diverse corpora and provide statistical 
evidence to support interpretive hypotheses of literary critical interest. The significance of this 
approach is the integration of quantitative and humanistic methods to address aspects of 
cultural evolution.  
Abstract 
Authors often convey meaning by referring to or imitating prior works of literature, a process 
that creates complex networks of literary relationships (“intertextuality”) and contributes to 
cultural evolution. In this paper, we use techniques from stylometry and machine learning to 
address subjective literary critical questions about Latin literature, a corpus marked by an 
extraordinary concentration of intertextuality. Our work, which we term “quantitative criticism,” 
focuses on case studies involving two influential Roman authors, the playwright Seneca and the 
historian Livy. We find that four plays related to but distinct from Seneca’s main writings are 
differentiated from the rest of the corpus by subtle but important stylistic features. We offer 
literary interpretations of the significance of these anomalies, providing quantitative data in 
support of hypotheses about the use of unusual formal features and the interplay between 
sound and meaning. The second part of the paper describes a machine-learning approach to 
the identification and analysis of citational material that Livy loosely appropriated from earlier 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/28/1611910114.abstract
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sources. We extend our approach to map the stylistic topography of Latin prose, identifying the 
writings of Caesar and his near-contemporary Livy as an inflection point in the development of 
Latin prose style. In total, our results reflect the integration of computational and humanistic 
methods to investigate a diverse range of literary questions.  
 
Social Sciences - Political Sciences:  
Providing driver’s licenses to unauthorized immigrants in California improves traffic 
safety  
Hans Lueders, Jens Hainmueller, and Duncan Lawrence 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print April 3, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1618991114  
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 32 - Issue 2 - April 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 97, Pages 1-108 (April 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/96 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
10 February 2016; volume 283, issue 1824 
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1824?current-issue=y 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 10, Issue 1   April 2017 

http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Original Articles 
Research Ethics Governance in Times of Ebola  
Doris Schopper; Raffaella Ravinetto; Lisa Schwartz; Eunice Kamaara; Sunita Sheel ...  
Abstract  
The Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) ethics review board (ERB) has been solicited in an 
unprecedented way to provide advice and review research protocols in an ‘emergency’ mode 
during the recent Ebola epidemic. Twenty-seven Ebola-related study protocols were reviewed 
between March 2014 and August 2015, ranging from epidemiological research, to behavioural 
research, infectivity studies and clinical trials with investigational products at (very) early 
development stages. This article examines the MSF ERB’s experience addressing issues related 
to both the process of review and substantive ethical issues in this context. These topics include 
lack of policies regarding blood sample collection and use, and engaging communities regarding 
their storage and future use; exclusion of pregnant women from clinical and vaccine trials; and 
the difficulty of implementing timely and high-quality qualitative/anthropological research to 
consider potential upfront harms. Having noticed different standards across ethics committees 
(ECs), we propose that when multiple ethics reviews of clinical and vaccine trials are carried out 
during a public health emergency they should be accompanied by transparent communication 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/28/1618991114.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/28/1618991114.abstract
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/96
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1824?current-issue=y
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
https://academic.oup.com/phe/article/10/1/49/2548977/Research-Ethics-Governance-in-Times-of-Ebola
https://academic.oup.com/phe/search-results?f_Authors=Doris+Schopper
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between the ECs involved. The MSF ERB experience should trigger a broader discussion on the 
‘optimal’ ethics review in an emergency outbreak and what enduring structural changes are 
needed to improve the ethics review process. 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 132, Issue 2, March/April 2017  
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
Volume 27, Issue 5, April 2017  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: End of Life 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 36, Issue 1   March 2017  
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Special Issue: “Undesirable and Unreturnable” Aliens in Asylum and Immigration 
Law 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 8 April 2017]  
Research 
The mothering experience of women with FGM/C raising ‘uncut’ daughters, in Ivory 
Coast and in Canada  
While Female Genital Cutting (FGM/C) is a deeply entrenched cultural practice, there is now 
mounting evidence for a gradual decline in prevalence in a number of geographical areas in 
Africa and following migra... 
Sophia Koukoui, Ghayda Hassan and Jaswant Guzder 
Reproductive Health 2017 14:51  
Published on: 5 April 2017 
 
Research 
Culture Clash? Investigating constructions of sexual and reproductive health from 
the perspective of 1.5 generation migrants in Australia using Q methodology  
In Australia, those who migrate as children or adolescents (1.5 generation migrants) may have 
entered a new cultural environment at a crucial time in their psychosexual development. These 
migrants may have to ... 
T. Dune, J. Perz, Z. Mengesha and D. Ayika 
Reproductive Health 2017 14:50  
Published on: 4 April 2017 
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Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
Recently Published Articles -  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
February 2017   Volume 37, Issue 2  Pages 193–397 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
07 April 2017  Vol 356, Issue 6333 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Feature 
Nigeria's invisible crisis 
By Leslie Roberts 
Science07 Apr 2017 : 18-23 Full Access 
Summary 
In one of the world's least recognized humanitarian crises, millions of people in northeastern 
Nigeria who have fled the violence of the terrorist group Boko Haram are sick and near 
starvation. More than 8 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance, 5.1 million are 
severely malnourished, most of them children. The displaced have crowded into squalid camps 
and towns too destitute to deal with the influx. Food, clean water, and sanitation are scarce or 
nonexistent, and these conditions create a perfect breeding ground for disease. In a deadly 
cycle, malnutrition renders children more susceptible to infection and less able to fight it. 
Epidemics of malaria and measles rage, polio has resurfaced, and child mortality is off the 
charts. The United Nations has asked for $1 billion for the crisis but has received only a tiny 
fraction, leaving health workers struggling with how to deliver lifesaving interventions when the 
needs are so great and the resources so paltry. 
 
Books et al. - Reproducibility 
On rigor and replication 
Leonard P. Freedman 
Rigor Mortis: How Sloppy Science Creates Worthless Cures, Crushes Hopes, and Wastes Billions 
Richard Harris Basic Books, 2017. 288 pp. 
Summary 
In Rigor Mortis: How Sloppy Science Creates Worthless Cures, Crushes Hopes, and Wastes 
Billions, a sensationalistic title belies a carefully crafted book about data reproducibility and 
scientific rigor in biomedical research. Although the book breaks no new ground, at a time when 
the so-called "irreproducibility crisis" has stoked passionate debate among scientists, bewildered 
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the public, and even launched new disciplines (e.g., metaresearch), an accessible overview of 
the problem is most welcome. 
 
Policy Forum 
Global Fund lessons for Sustainable Development Goals 
By Jeffrey D. Sachs, Guido Schmidt-Traub 
Science07 Apr 2017 : 32-33 Restricted Access 
Summary 
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis (TB), and Malaria (GF) was launched in 2001 in the 
context of the AIDS pandemic and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Thanks in large 
part to key design principles (DPs), the GF public-private partnership has played a major role in 
advancing public health science and in scaling up and strengthening evidence-based public 
health efforts in developing countries. As world leaders prepare to advance international 
development finance at the July 2017 Group of 20 (G20) Summit, we suggest the GF as a 
template for funding research, development, and scale-up of interventions in both health and 
non-health areas of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which replaced MDGs in 2016. 
 
The applied value of public investments in biomedical research 
By Danielle Li, Pierre Azoulay, Bhaven N. Sampat 
Science07 Apr 2017 : 78-81 Full Access 
For biomedical patents, basic research is just as valuable as applied research. 
Patents from papers both basic and applied 
Public funding for research depends on the idea that the resulting knowledge translates into 
socially valuable outcomes, such as medicines. Such linkages are easier to assert than to prove. 
Li et al. studied 27 years of grant-level funding by the U.S. National Institutes of Health. About 
10% of grants are directly cited by patents, suggesting some technological application, and 
30% of grants are cited in research articles that are then cited in patents. Five percent of grants 
result in papers cited by patents for successfully approved drugs, compared with less than 1% 
that are cited directly by such patents. These patterns hold regardless of whether the research 
is more basic or applied. 
Abstract 
Scientists and policy-makers have long argued that public investments in science have practical 
applications. Using data on patents linked to U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) grants 
over a 27-year period, we provide a large-scale accounting of linkages between public research 
investments and subsequent patenting. We find that about 10% of NIH grants generate a 
patent directly but 30% generate articles that are subsequently cited by patents. Although 
policy-makers often focus on direct patenting by academic scientists, the bulk of the effect of 
NIH research on patenting appears to be indirect. We also find no systematic relationship 
between the “basic” versus “applied” research focus of a grant and its propensity to be cited by 
a patent. 
 
Relics of the first Americans? 
By Lizzie Wade 
Science07 Apr 2017 : 13-14 Restricted Access 
Summary 
For years archaeologists have searched for a sign of the earliest Americans—the mysterious 
newcomers who, it's generally believed, set out from Asia and spread down the Pacific coast by 
boat more than 14,000 years ago. Last week, at a jammed session of the meeting of the 
Society for American Archaeologists in Vancouver, researchers proposed that such evidence has 
been under their noses all along. They argued that a staple of museum collections known as 
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Western Stemmed points—roughly pinkie-sized stone spearpoints with a chunky stem—are the 
handiwork of those first arrivals. Stemmed spearpoints in various styles may show the 
expansion of the first people from Asia into the Americas, although the oldest known points are 
still later than the site of Monte Verde in Chile, where people lived over 14,000 years ago. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 177, Pages 1-288 (March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/177 
Regular articles 
Barriers to accessing adequate maternal care in Central and Eastern European 
countries: A systematic literature review 
Original Research Article 
Pages 1-8 
Elina Miteniece, Milena Pavlova, Bernd Rechel, Wim Groot 
Abstract 
Maternal health outcomes in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) compare unfavorable with those 
in Western Europe, despite macro-indicators that suggest well-designed maternal care systems. 
However, macro-indicators at the system level only capture capacity, funding and utilization of 
care and not the actual allocation of financial and human resources, the quality of care and 
access to it. It is these latter which are problematic in the CEE region. In this study service-
related indicators of access to maternal care in CEE are examined. These include availability, 
appropriateness, affordability, approachability and acceptability of maternal care. 
This study uses a qualitative systematic literature review, analyzing information of peer-
reviewed articles published since 2004. Other inclusion criteria included language, setting and 
publication purpose. The included articles were analyzed using a framework analysis technique 
and quality was assessed using standardized evaluation checklists. 
Results indicate improvements in maternal care. However, availability of care is limited by 
outdated equipment and training curricula, and the lack of professionals and pharmaceuticals. 
Geographical distance to healthcare institutions, inappropriate communication of providers and 
waiting times are the main approachability barriers. Some mothers are unaware of the 
importance of care or are discouraged to utilize healthcare services because of cultural aspects. 
Finally, a major barrier in accessing maternal care in the CEE is the inability to pay for it. 
Our findings indicate that major gaps in evidence exist and that more representative and better 
quality data should be collected. Governments in CEE countries need to establish a reliable 
system for measuring and monitoring a suitable set of indicators, as well as deal with the 
general social and economic problem of informality. Medical curricula in the CEE region need to 
be overhauled and there should be a focus on improving the allocation of medical staff and 
institutions as well as protecting vulnerable population groups to ensure universal access to 
care. 
 
Adapting public policy theory for public health research: A framework to understand 
the development of national policies on global health 
Original Research Article 
Pages 69-77 
Catherine M. Jones, Carole Clavier, Louise Potvin 
Abstract 
National policies on global health appear as one way that actors from health, development and 
foreign affairs sectors in a country coordinate state action on global health. Next to a 
burgeoning literature in which international relations and global governance theories are 
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employed to understand global health policy and global health diplomacy at the international 
level, little is known about policy processes for global health at the national scale. We propose a 
framework of the policy process to understand how such policies are developed, and we identify 
challenges for public health researchers integrating conceptual tools from political science. We 
developed the framework using a two-step process: 1) reviewing literature to establish criteria 
for selecting a theoretical framework fit for this purpose, and 2) adapting Real-Dato's synthesis 
framework to integrate a cognitive approach to public policy within a constructivist perspective. 
Our framework identifies multiple contexts as part of the policy process, focuses on situations 
where actors work together to make national policy on global health, considers these interactive 
situations as spaces for observing external influences on policy change and proposes policy 
design as the output of the process. We suggest that this framework makes three contributions 
to the conceptualisation of national policy on global health as a research object. First, it 
emphasizes collective action over decisions of individual policy actors. Second, it conceptualises 
the policy process as organised interactive spaces for collaboration rather than as stages of a 
policy cycle. Third, national decision-making spaces are opportunities for transferring ideas and 
knowledge from different sectors and settings, and represent opportunities to identify 
international influences on a country's global health policy. We discuss two sets of challenges 
for public health researchers using interdisciplinary approaches in policy research. 
 
Poverty and perceived stress: Evidence from two unconditional cash transfer 
programs in Zambia 
Original Research Article 
Pages 110-117 
Lisa Hjelm, Sudhanshu Handa, Jacobus de Hoop, Tia Palermo, Zambia CGP and MCP Evaluation 
Teams 
Abstract 
Introduction 
Poverty is a chronic stressor that can lead to poor physical and mental health. This study 
examines whether two similar government poverty alleviation programs reduced the levels of 
perceived stress and poverty among poor households in Zambia. 
Method 
Secondary data from two cluster randomized controlled trials were used to evaluate the impacts 
of two unconditional cash transfer programs in Zambia. Participants were interviewed at 
baseline and followed over 36 months. Perceived stress among female caregivers was assessed 
using the Cohen Perceived Stress Scale (PSS). Poverty indicators assessed included per capita 
expenditure, household food security, and (nonproductive) asset ownership. Fixed effects and 
ordinary least squares regressions were run, controlling for age, education, marital status, 
household demographics, location, and poverty status at baseline. 
Results 
Cash transfers did not reduce perceived stress but improved economic security (per capita 
consumption expenditure, food insecurity, and asset ownership). Among these poverty 
indicators, only food insecurity was associated with perceived stress. Age and education showed 
no consistent association with stress, whereas death of a household member was associated 
with higher stress levels. 
Conclusion 
In this setting, perceived stress was not reduced by a positive income shock but was correlated 
with food insecurity and household deaths, suggesting that food security is an important 
stressor in this context. Although the program did reduce food insecurity, the size of the 
reduction was not enough to generate a statistically significant change in stress levels. The 
measure used in this study appears not to be correlated with characteristics to which it has 
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been linked in other settings, and thus, further research is needed to examine whether this 
widely used perceived stress measure appropriately captures the concept of perceived stress in 
this population. 
 
Impact of health financing policies in Cambodia: A 20 year experience 
Original Research Article 
Pages 118-126 
Tim Ensor, Chhim Chhun, Ton Kimsun, Barbara McPake, Ijeoma Edoka 
Abstract 
Improving financial access to services is an essential part of extending universal health 
coverage in low resource settings. In Cambodia, high out of pocket spending and low levels of 
utilisation have impeded the expansion of coverage and improvement in health outcomes. For 
twenty years a series of health financing policies have focused on mitigating costs to increase 
access particularly by vulnerable groups. Demand side financing policies including health equity 
funds, vouchers and community health insurance have been complemented by supply side 
measures to improve service delivery incentives through contracting. 
Multiple rounds of the Cambodia Socio-Economic Survey are used to investigate the impact of 
financing policies on health service utilisation and out of pocket payments both over time using 
commune panel data from 1997 to 2011 and across groups using individual data from 2004 and 
2009. Policy combinations including areas with multiple interventions were examined against 
controls using difference-in-difference and panel estimation. 
Widespread roll-out of financing policies combined with user charge formalisation has led to a 
general reduction in health spending by the poor. Equity funds are associated with a reduction 
in out of pocket payments although the effect of donor schemes is larger than those financed 
by government. Vouchers, which are aimed only at reproductive health services, has a more 
modest impact that is enhanced when combined with other schemes. At the aggregate level 
changes are less pronounced although there is evidence that policies take a number of years to 
have substantial effect. 
Health financing policies and the supportive systems that they require provide a foundation for 
more radical extension of coverage already envisaged by a proposed social insurance system. A 
policy challenge is how disparate mechanisms can be integrated to ensure that vulnerable 
groups remain protected. 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 8 April 2017]  
[No new content] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2017   Volume 15, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2017 
  Laws and programs designed to benefit vulnerable groups, such as the disabled or people of 
color, often end up benefiting all of society. From affirmative action to wheelchair friendly 
sidewalks, examples all around us show that investing in equity isn’t a zero-sum game. That’s 
the message of the cover story in the winter 2017 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review, 
“The Curb-Cut Effect,” by Angela Glover Blackwell. 
 [Reviewed earlier] 
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Sustainability 
Volume 9, Issue 3 (March 2017) 
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Torture Journal 
Volume 27 - Issue No. 1  
http://www.irct.org/publications/torture-journal/128 
Editorial  
Psychotherapy for torture survivors - Suggested pathways for research 
Pau Pérez-Sales, Editor in Chief 
 
Scientific articles  
An evaluation of combined narrative exposure therapy and physiotherapy for 
comorbid PTSD and chronic pain in torture survivors 
Iselin Dibaj, Joar Øveraas Halvorsen, Leif Edward Ottesen Kennair, Håkon Inge Stenmark 
 
Mercy for money: Torture’s link to profit in Sri Lanka, a retrospective review 
Wendell Block, Jessica Lee, Kera Vijayasingham 
 
Recognition and treatment of law enforcement violence against detainees and 
prisoners: A survey among Israeli physicians and medical students 
Zvi Benninga, Bettina Steiner-Birmanns,Revital Arbel Firas Abu Akar, Mushira Aboo Dia 
 
Preventing torture for people deprived of freedom: The Atlantic Hope and Black 
Swan Prison Model 
Ernest N. Ogbozor, Mara L. Schoeny, Andrew E. Baer 
 
 
International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare 
Vol. 10 Issue: 2, pp.-, doi: 10.1108/IJHRH-10-2016-0018 
Humanitarian healthcare: treating Syrian patients in Israeli hospitals 
Savannah Spivey Young, Denise C. Lewis, Assaf Oshri, Peter Gilbey, Arie Eisenman, Richard J. 
Schuster, Desiree M. Seponski,  
Abstract: 
Purpose 
The purpose of this manuscript is to present findings on interpersonal relational processes of 
Israeli healthcare providers and Syrian patients and caregivers using data collected in two 
Israeli hospitals.  
Design/methodology/approach 
Using a parallel mixed-methods design, data were integrated from observations, interviews, and 
surveys. Twenty healthcare providers and three Syrian patient-caregivers provided interview 
data. Quantitative data were collected from 204 healthcare providers using surveys. : The 
qualitative component included phenomenological coding. The quantitative analysis included 
factor analysis procedures. Throughout parallel analysis, data were mixed dialogically to form 
warranted assertions.  
Findings 
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Results from mixed analyses support a three-factor model representing healthcare providers’ 
experiences treating Syrian patients. Factors were predicted by religious and occupational 
differences and included Professional Baseline, Humanitarian Insecurity, and Medical 
Humanitarianism.  
Research limitations/implications 
Limitations of this study included issues of power, language differences, and a small Syrian 
caregiver sample.  
Practical implications 
As the fearful, injured, and sick continue to flee violence and cross geopolitical borders, the 
healthcare community will be called upon to treat migrants and refugees according to ethical 
healthcare principles.  
Originality/value 
The value of this research is in its critical examination of healthcare providers’ interactions with 
patients, a relationship that propels humanitarian healthcare in the face of a global migrant 
crisis.  
 
 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse 
Volume 18, Issue 2, April 2017  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/tvaa/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
January-February, 2017   Volume 15  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
April 2017  Volume 22, Issue 4  Pages 371–512 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-4/issuetoc 
Original Research Papers 
Determining the effective coverage of maternal and child health services in Kenya, 
using demographic and health survey data sets: tracking progress towards universal 
health coverage (pages 442–453) 
Peter K. Nguhiu, Edwine W. Barasa and Jane Chuma 
Version of Record online: 7 FEB 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/tmi.12841 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIII No. 4 2   December 2016 
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Human Rights 
This issue assesses progress in promoting and protecting human rights throughout the world. 
Prepared in recognition of the fiftieth anniversary of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, both 
adopted in 1966, the articles examine, among other things, the responsibility of the United 
Nations to protect vulnerable populations from genocide, the evolving role of the Human Rights 
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Council, the global problem of digital bullying, and advancing the rights of women in the 
aftermath of the Arab Spring. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 12, Issue 2, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
Article 
Interventions to improve psychosocial well-being for children affected by HIV and 
AIDS: a systematic review 
Sarah Ann Skeen, Lorraine Sherr, Natasha Croome, Natasha Gandhi, K. J. Roberts, Ana Macedo 
& Mark Tomlinson 
Pages: 91-116 
Published online: 14 Feb 2017 
ABSTRACT 
In addition to its contribution to child mortality, HIV/AIDS has a substantial impact on the 
psychosocial well-being of children. We conducted a systematic review to identify studies that 
assess the effectiveness of interventions developed to improve the psychosocial well-being of 
children affected by HIV/AIDS, published between January 2008 and February 2016. Studies 
were eligible for the review if they included children under the age of 18 years, who had lost a 
parent to HIV/AIDS, were living with a parent with HIV/AIDS, or were vulnerable because of 
other factors and living in communities of high HIV/AIDS prevalence. Studies documented any 
intervention to improve the psychosocial well-being of children including psychological, 
psychosocial, medical, and social interventions, with psychological and/or social factors as 
outcomes. We identified 17 interventions to improve the psychosocial well-being of children 
affected by HIV/AIDS. Of these, 16 studies took place in 8 different low- and middle-income 
countries (LMIC), and 6 in Southern and Eastern Africa. Of the total, 15 showed some 
significant benefits of the intervention, while 2 showed no difference to psychosocial outcomes. 
The content of interventions, dosage and length of follow-up varied substantially between 
studies. There were few studies on children under 7 years and several focused mostly on girls. 
Due to the variability between interventions, it was not possible to make consolidated 
recommendations for programming based on the results of this review. However, we note that 
efforts to improve evaluation of interventions to improve the psychosocial well-being of children 
affected by HIV/AIDS have resulted in a number of new studies which met the inclusion criteria 
for the review. Most were research projects and not evaluations of existing services. We call for 
increased partnerships between policymakers, practitioners, and researchers in order to design 
evaluation studies that can feed into the growing evidence base. 
 
Article 
Accessing vulnerable children’s lived experiences through visual stimuli illustrations 
(VSI) 
Linet Imbosa Muhati-Nyakundi, Mambwe Kasese Hara & Calvin Gwandure 
Pages: 160-170 
Published online: 26 Jan 2017 
ABSTRACT 
One challenge that is often encountered when researching with children is finding effective 
research tools targeting younger children in sub-Saharan Africa. Consequently, many childhood 
experiences for those in adversity are less reported due to limitations in research tools to 
capture their lived experiences. This article explores the choice, design and use of visual 
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stimulus illustrations (VSI) as a research tool to access lived experiences of orphans and 
vulnerable children (OVC) who enrol into early childhood development and education centres 
within low-resourced areas in Nairobi – Kenya. This paper views VSI with a range of 
participatory engagements to meaningfully benefit the younger OVC directly as a medium 
through which they can access, engage, interrogate, identify and ventilate their lived 
experiences, thus providing insights into the less researched domains of their childhood 
experiences. 
 
Article 
Effectiveness of a career intervention for empowerment of institutionalized youth 
Ana Daniela Silva, Petra Coelho & Maria do Céu Taveira 
Pages: 171-181 
Published online: 26 Jan 2017 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°82 - December 2016 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/82/ 
African Heritage and its sustainable development  
In this issue, we are pleased to focus on the heritage of Africa and its sustainable development. 
The diversity and wealth of African heritage is extraordinary, from its large-scale ecosystems to 
modern architecture; from the memory of slavery and colonial heritage to cultural landscapes 
and sacred sites. 
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