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:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Human Rights Council - 34th session 
27 February to 24 March 2017 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session34/Pages/34RegularSession.a
spx 
 
Opening ceremony of the 34th session of the Human Rights Council in Geneva - 
Statement by Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
27 February 2017 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished Heads of State and Government, 
Secretary-General 
President of the General Assembly, 
President of the Human Rights Council, 
Distinguished Ministers, Colleagues and Friends 
 
Just a few hundred yards from where we are today, the League of Nations was dissolved, finally 
and formally on 8 April 1946. Aside from some successes, it was stymied by military 
aggressions, the absence of the United States and the withdrawals of Germany, Italy, Japan 
and the USSR. Its treatment of colonialism was undermined from the outset by rejection of the 
principle of non-discrimination.  
 
In reaction, the authors of the United Nations Charter placed this principle of non-discrimination 
in the second paragraph of the preamble.  
 
We, the peoples of the United Nations vowed “to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in 
the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of 
nations large and small.” This commitment was made immediately after the determination “to 
save succeeding generations from the scourge of war” – before all other language devoted to 
peace and security; before all language devoted to development. 
 
This is, I believe, an important point for us to grasp. Human rights was placed in the preamble 
of the UN Charter not as the last or a third pillar or as some literary flourish. It was there, it 
came first, human rights was viewed as the necessary starting condition, because on 26 June 
1945, the day of the Charter's signing, killing on a scale hitherto unknown to humans had only 
just come to an end, with cities across the world pulverized and still smoking, monuments to 
immense human malevolence and stupidity.  
 
The delegations understood that only by first accepting fundamental human rights could all else 
– durable peace, and success in development – become possible. It is a point, which even 
today – perhaps especially today – needs to be absorbed, by many political actors who only see 
human rights as tiresome constraints – or indeed, by people who have enjoyed many of their 
rights since birth, and simply do not realise how much they mean. 
 
When a State accedes to a human rights treaty, enshrines those obligations in constitutional 
and domestic law, and implements them, then with the passage of time the average citizen – 
the individual holder of those rights – may take them for granted. It is like breathing air. One 
does not think several thousand times a day about the need to inhale oxygen – even though 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session34/Pages/34RegularSession.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session34/Pages/34RegularSession.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21229&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21229&LangID=E
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one's very existence depends on it happening, each time. Only when the air supply is cut off 
does its significance become shockingly acute.  
 
Similarly, it is only when rights are no longer upheld, the individual concerned understands with 
sharp clarity just how critical they were to a meaningful, dignified existence. 
 
For political leaders who today wage campaigns against universal human rights, or threaten 
withdrawal from international or regional treaties and the institutions which uphold them, it is 
worth recalling what the world has achieved over seven decades – and what we all stand to 
lose if their threats succeed in choking off universal human rights. 
 
After the creation of the UN, ground-breaking multilateral rights-based treaties were negotiated 
and adopted: the fourth Geneva Convention, the Refugee Convention, and the two great 
international Covenants which, alongside the Universal Declaration, form the universal bill of 
human rights. 
 
The two Covenants, together with other core international human rights treaties and their 
treaty bodies, were constructed to protect a broad range of civil, political, economic, social and 
cultural rights. To strengthen prohibitions against torture, enforced disappearance, racial 
discrimination, discrimination against women. They upheld child rights, the rights of migrant 
workers, and persons with disabilities.  
 
Today they are reinforced by this Council, with its independent experts and Universal Periodic 
Review.  
 
My Office, working with regional and national institutions and civil society at all levels, ties it 
together as one system – a singular point of reference, which we commonly refer to as the 
normative framework of international human rights law, for the promotion and protection of 
human rights for all people, everywhere. 
 
But what has this actually meant to people around the world? How consequential will it be? 
After all, even before World War II notable progress had been achieved in a number of 
countries: ending slavery; expanding universal suffrage and worker’s rights; ending use of the 
death penalty, and placing limits on the cruelty of war.  
 
And yet World War II destroyed all – almost. Because the flicker of progress could not be 
extinguished, and in the seven decades after the War it grew again, and its momentum was 
even stronger. Colonialism was ended, segregation and apartheid were removed. Pervasive 
dictatorial rule was rolled back, and the rights of an independent and free press re-asserted. 
Social protections were strengthened. Women’s rights came to the fore, and so too children’s 
rights, the rights of indigenous people and the LGBTi community, and many others – all of them 
determined to be free from discrimination and injustice.  
 
As transportation compressed distances and travel, and people moved and mixed on a scale 
never seen before, it also became clear: humanity is indivisible.  
 
Without a commitment to fundamental human rights, to the dignity and worth of the human 
person and to the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, our world will 
become chaos, misery and warfare.  
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Of all the great post-war achievements, it is this assertion of the universality of rights in human 
rights law that may be the most noteworthy. 
 
Ever-growing numbers of people now know that torture is prohibited in all circumstances. That 
arbitrary arrest and detention, the denial of due process, repression of peaceful protests and 
free speech – including the role of the press – are violations of rights. They know they have a 
right to development, to decent food, water, health, housing, education and more.  
 
The people know. They know the “dignity and worth of every human being.”  
 
The unprecedented marches of 21 January this year were not, I believe, about a particular 
individual or government – although many saw them as such. I believe the marches were for 
the rights of women, the human rights of women, for all of us, for a fair and inclusive humanity. 
I was proud members of my staff took part. We must stand up for human rights. When humans 
understand fully they have rights, it is next to impossible to make them un-know it.  
 
To those political actors who, as in the days of the League, threaten the multilateral system or 
intend to withdraw from parts of it, the sirens of historical experience ought to ring clear. We 
will not sit idly by. For we have much to lose, so much to protect. And our rights, the rights of 
others, the very future of our planet cannot, must not be thrown aside by these reckless 
political profiteers.  
 
I ask you to uphold the rights of all, and to stand with us. 
 
Watch the webcast of this speech: 
https://www.facebook.com/unitednationshumanrights/videos/1679652105384923/ 
 
:::::::  
 
Vowing to ‘Defend the Defenders’, Secretary-General Urges End of Double Standards 
in Tackling Abuse, Bias, Rising Intolerance Worldwide 
27 February 2017  
SG/SM/18456-HRC/25 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks to the Human Rights Council, in Geneva 
[Excerpt] 
…We are increasingly seeing the perverse phenomenon of populism and extremism feeding off 
each other in a frenzy of growing racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, anti-Muslim hatred and 
other forms of intolerance.  Minorities, indigenous communities and others face discriminations 
and abuse across the world.  And the same applies to members of the LGBTI [lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and intersex persons] community.  The rights of refugees and migrants 
are under attack.  Human trafficking is on the rise.  And with so many people escaping war, the 
international community must not escape its responsibilities. 
 
We must do our utmost to re-establish the integrity of the international refugee protection 
regime.  Our challenge here is not really about “sharing the burden”.  It is about “sharing the 
responsibility”.  We have a collective responsibility embedded in the values we share and the 
Charter that defines us. 
 
By the same measure, we must forcefully resist calls to reinstate torture.  Torture is cowardly, 
produces no usable information and shames every country that inflicts it.  And similarly, let us 

https://www.facebook.com/unitednationshumanrights/videos/1679652105384923/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18456.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18456.doc.htm
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work together to turn back efforts to reinstate capital punishment.  I say this as a citizen of a 
country that abolished the death penalty 150 years ago. 
 
We simply cannot achieve any of our goals without the full participation of women and 
girls.  Within the United Nations, I am committed to establish a clear road map with 
benchmarks to achieve gender parity across the system.  I will soon propose to the General 
Assembly ambitious new steps to help end sexual exploitation and abuse committed under the 
United Nations flag. 
 
We must do far more around the world.  Hard fought gains on women’s rights are being 
chipped away, whether it is through a pushback on women’s reproductive rights or turning a 
blind eye to domestic violence or violently enforcing traditional gender roles.  Let us say loud 
and clear:  women’s rights are human rights. 
 
As we do so, I also make a special appeal for the rights of children.  Millions of children around 
the world are denied their rights.  And children are the main victims of war and crises, the 
effects of which often last a lifetime.  More than half of the world’s refugees are children, 
perhaps the most defenceless people on Earth.  Let us act to protect children of all ages, ensure 
they know their rights, and can live and breathe those rights every day and everywhere. 
 
Let us also recognize that we must do more to ensure equal attention to economic, social and 
cultural rights.  The corpus of human rights is indivisible and interdependent.  We cannot pick 
and choose, emphasizing some and ignoring others.  The 2030 Agenda [for Sustainable 
Development] provides an ideal platform to demonstrate our commitment to all human 
rights.  As the High Commissioner has often pointed out, the right to development is at the core 
of the 2030 Agenda.  The right to quality education, housing, food, water, equal access to 
employment — these and other economic and social rights — can and must be realized. 
 
As we work to promote all human rights, I want to express a final word of appreciation and 
admiration to those on the front lines.  To human rights defenders, I say:  thank you for your 
courage.  The United Nations is on your side.  And I am on your side.  I remind Member States 
of their responsibility to ensure that human rights defenders can operate without fear of 
intimidation.  Human rights defenders must be able to freely participate in the Council and 
engage more broadly with the United Nations without fear of reprisal.  This is critical to our 
work and to the credibility of Member States. 
 
Journalists are an essential part of the checks and balances of any society.  They, too, must be 
guaranteed full protection in law and practice to do their vital work independently and without 
interference. 
 
The struggle for human rights is at the heart a struggle to expand the horizons of the possible, 
to bring out the best of our selves and to unleash the best of our societies.  Human rights 
inspire.  Human rights transform.  Human rights drive progress and change the course of 
history. 
 
I am determined to raise the profile of human rights and to speak out whenever 
necessary.  And I will do my utmost to defend the defenders.  We will build a safer and more 
stable world for our children as we recognize the interconnections between peace, development 
and human rights.  We will advance security by advancing dignity, justice, equality and the rule 
of law.  I thank the Human Rights Council for working to point the way.  Thank you very much. 
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:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Double Veto Prevents Security Council from Adopting Draft Resolution Intended to 
Impose Sanctions for Use of Chemical Weapons in Syria 
Measure Fails after China, Bolivia, Russian Federation Oppose Text’s Passage 
 
Following the casting of vetoes by two of its five permanent members, the Security Council 
failed to adopt a draft resolution today that would have imposed sanctions on entities and 
individuals deemed to be involved in the production or use of chemical weapons in Syria. 
 
By a vote of 9 in favour to 3 against (Bolivia, China, Russian Federation), with 3 abstentions 
(Egypt, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan), the Council rejected the draft, annexed to which was a list 
designating 21 Syrian individuals, companies and organizations that would have been subjected 
to the proposed measures.  The sanctions would have included the freezing of assets, bans on 
travel and embargoes on specific equipment and materials, including chlorine and other 
components of chemical weapons. 
 
The text would have seen the Council — acting under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter 
— take note of recent reports by the Joint Investigative Mechanism of the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) identifying actors involved in several cases of 
chemical weapons use in Syria.  It would also have decided to establish a Committee to 
designate other individuals, groups and entities to be subjected to the proposed measures, as 
well as a panel of experts to gather and analyse information on their implementation. 
 
Among specific sanctions proposed in the draft, the Council would have decided that all Member 
States would freeze all funds, other financial assets and economic resources in their territories, 
either owned or controlled by individuals listed in the annex to the text, and take the necessary 
measures to prevent entry into or transit through their territories of those individuals. 
 
The Council would have decided further that States would take measures to prevent the direct 
or indirect supply, sale or transfer to annexed individuals or entities of all arms and related 
materials used to deliver chemical weapons.  Those materials would include chlorine, as well as 
items specified by the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, 
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction.  They would also include 
materials listed in a letter from the Permanent Representatives of France, the United Kingdom 
and the United States to the Council President (document S/2017/170). 
 
Speaking before the vote as one of three main co-sponsors — the others being the United 
Kingdom and the United States — France’s representative declared:  “We are at a moment of 
truth.”  Backsliding on the issue of chemical weapons was particularly terrible today, when such 
crimes, once thought to be in the past, were again happening “before our eyes”.  Weakness 
and inaction were simply not an option, he emphasized.  “It is our credibility that is at stake,” 
he said, demanding: “What are we waiting for?” 
 
In similar vein, the United Kingdom’s representative said the vetoes cast by the Russian 
Federation and China were at complete odds with the principles of non-proliferation that they 
claimed to support.  Those two countries had demonstrated their support for a regime that had 
indiscriminately bombed its own people, he said, noting that today’s action marked the Russian 
Federation’s seventh veto on Syria in five years.  What more proof was needed that Moscow 
would protect the regime rather than the Syrian people? he asked. 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12737.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12737.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2017/170
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The Russian Federation’s representative, responding to those comments and other similar 
allegations, pointed out that his delegation had expressed serious concerns about the Joint 
Investigative Mechanism’s recent third and fourth reports, including uncorroborated evidence 
contained therein.  The Mechanism had relied on various “suspicious sources”, he said, 
describing the draft resolution as a politically motivated text aimed at blaming the Government 
of Syria for chemical weapons use and laying the groundwork for regime change.  The draft 
had been put to the vote today in an effort to undermine the political talks currently under way 
in Astana, Kazakhstan, he added. 
 
Similarly, Syria’s representative said that the France, United Kingdom and United States 
“triangle” continued to pursue its politicized and dangerous approach to the situation in his 
country, thereby subjecting the Government of Syria to the worst form of blackmail.  Reiterating 
Syria’s firm position against the use of chemical weapons and all weapons of mass destruction, 
he said the draft’s main co-sponsors had chosen to “ignore reality in order to further their 
agendas”, and were attempting to levy all possible obstacles against a political solution to the 
conflict in Syria… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
UNICEF - New European Union returns policies put children at risk 
Brussels, 3 March 2017. The European Commission yesterday adopted a Recommendation and 
Renewed Action Plan for EU member states to consider in their procedures to return men, 
women and children staying irregularly in the EU to their countries of origin or transit. It 
encourages member states to undertake swift returns, which limit basic safeguards and rights 
that should be guaranteed to all migrants, including in cases involving children. 
 
UN agencies and child rights organisations are concerned that the Commission package on 
Return encourages member states to undertake ‘swift returns’ of people – including children – 
with reduced procedural safeguards and through the increased use of detention. This approach 
would put children’s lives at risk and would be in violation of the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, which every EU member state has ratified. 
 
We welcome the reference in the document to best interests’ assessment in return decisions for 
unaccompanied children. It is essential for robust best interests procedures to be implemented 
before any child - including children with their families - is issued a return decision. This cannot 
be a tick box exercise. In considering whether return is in the best interests of the child, the 
child’s views should be duly considered. Forced removals and detention are extremely harmful 
for children and families. Children should never be detained for immigration purposes, even as 
a last resort…. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Data on movements of refugees and migrants are flawed 
Accurate and timely information on the flow of people is crucial for policymaking and apolitical 
interpretations. 
Nature - Editorial 
Volume 543 Number 7643 pp8-144  2 March 2017 
 

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95028.html
http://www.nature.com/doifinder/10.1038/543005b
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Data and statistics must be handled with care. The pages of this journal — and thousands of 
others — are filled with reports and analyses that are only as strong as their weakest data set. 
So when the European Union’s border guards issued an exaggerated estimate of migration 
figures for the first nine months of 2015, it’s perhaps no surprise that it was an academic who 
called them out. 
 
The headline “710,000 migrants entered EU in first nine months of 2015” blared from a press 
release that year by Frontex, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency in Warsaw. Not so, 
said social scientist Nando Sigona, an expert on refugees and migration at the University of 
Birmingham, UK. Frontex, he pointed out, had been counting the same people two or three 
times or more — for example, a person who was recorded on arrival in Greece and left the EU 
by going to Albania was again counted on re-entering the bloc by a different route. Frontex has 
since made this caveat clear in its releases of cross-border data. But it is often the headline 
numbers that are retained by the media, and by the many populists and politicians who abuse 
data on refugees and migrants for political ends. We simply do not know the true figure. 
Similar uncertainty surrounds data on asylum applications. Around 1.2 million people applied for 
asylum status in the EU in 2015, but the true total is unknown, because individuals often 
register in multiple countries across the continent. 
 
Misinterpretation and misrepresentation of data on population movements is rife. Official 
numbers are often mistakenly taken at face value, when further examination shows the 
underlying data are a mess. The UNHCR, the United Nations’ refugee agency, states for 
example that the world is “witnessing the highest levels of displacement on record”. However, 
as we outline in a News Feature, that claim doesn’t stand up to scrutiny — particularly when 
global population growth is taken into account. That article is part of a special issue of Nature 
this week that examines migration. 
 
Numbers are both diplomatically and economically sensitive — influencing, for example, 
distribution of aid — and so reported data can be vulnerable to political influence. Subjectivity 
also enters the equation — different countries often have different definitions of refugees and 
varying assessment procedures to decide how many people fit the bill. In short, collecting 
reliable data on refugees and migrants is hard. 
 
This does not stop the frequent appearance of data in headlines for the purposes of advocacy, 
with the caveats in the small print, if at all. The UNHCR relies on voluntary contributions, mostly 
from governments, and is chronically underfunded — last year it received only around half of 
the US$7.5 billion it said was needed. The agency therefore has an understandable interest in 
trying to capture the attention of funders to address this neglect, with the noble goal of helping 
those in need. 
 
Newspapers, border-control agencies and security contractors also have vested interests in 
heightened public anxiety. And increasingly, governments playing to domestic audiences use 
refugee numbers not to help refugees, but to justify restricting the numbers seeking asylum. 
A body of social-science research has characterized this as amounting to a ‘moral panic’ — a 
phenomenon in which widespread societal fears emerge or are framed as perceived threats, but 
are unsubstantiated and disconnected from reality. This is not to play down the serious 
humanitarian tragedies facing refugees from Syria and other conflict hotspots. But numbers 
matter, and their use and abuse even more so. 
 
Data on economic migrants have flaws too. The UN declared last year that there were 
244 million migrants (refugees and economic migrants) worldwide in 2015, and that this was a 

http://www.nature.com/uidfinder/10.1038/543022a
http://www.nature.com/migration
http://www.nature.com/migration
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41% increase compared with 2000. But these data try to count everyone who lives in a country 
other than that in which they were born — so a biologist who left the United Kingdom 25 years 
ago to work in the United States, and who stayed and became a US citizen, is still counted as a 
migrant in the UN figures. 
 
Finer analyses of the actual migration flows over five-year periods paint a very different, and 
often counter-intuitive, picture. Global migration has fluctuated at around 0.6% of the world’s 
population for the past 50 years, peaking at around 0.7% in the early 1990s and falling to its 
lowest levels from 2010 to 2015. Many of the largest flows in the second half of the 2000s were 
migrant workers from India, Bangladesh and Pakistan to oil-rich countries in the Middle East, for 
example. A November 2015 study by the Pew Research Center also found that more Mexicans 
were returning home from the United States than were arriving (see go.nature.com/2jrm8it). 
 
But migrant data is often so sub-standard that no one truly knows the global picture. A paper 
published last December by Frank Laczko, director of the International Organization for 
Migration’s (IOM’s) Global Migration Data Analysis Center (GMDAC) in Berlin, describes a long 
list of shortcomings (see go.nature.com/2jkewbd). Census data provide key migration 
information, but nothing more recent than 2005 was available from 17% of countries in Africa, 
or from 8% of nations in Latin America and the Caribbean. Only one in four countries worldwide 
can provide data on migration flows. And only 10 of 48 countries in Asia could supply flow data 
for 2005–14. 
 
The GMDAC was created by the IOM last year with support from the German government, and 
aims to create a data portal to unify and analyse disparate available data on economic migrants 
and on refugees. Meanwhile, the IOM, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development and the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs intend to organize a 
regular international forum on migration statistics, the first of which will be held in Paris next 
January. There is growing awareness of data shortcomings, and that can only be welcomed. 
Accurate and timely data, and their apolitical interpretation, are crucial for setting evidence-
based policy. When it comes to migration, we have some distance to travel. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
German Government unveils Marshall Plan with Africa at the AfDB 
02/03/2017  
:: Africa is a continent of opportunity facing many challenges that the Plan can help resolve. 
:: Focus on entrepreneurship, private sector, renewable energy and green growth. 
 
The German Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, Gerd Müller, has 
unveiled his Government’s proposed “Marshall Plan” with Africa at the African Development 
Bank Group (AfDB), saying the Plan can help resolve some of the challenges facing Africa.  
 
Briefing the Bank’s leadership in Abidjan on Thursday, Müller noted that while Africa remains a 
continent of opportunity with very dynamic development and a strong and promising youth, it 
faces many challenges… 
 
The continent, he said, would have to create 20 million jobs per year and expand training and 
education facilities for a growing population expected to reach 2 billion by 2050.  
 

http://go.nature.com/2jrm8it
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/german-government-unveils-marshall-plan-with-afdb-leadership-16751/
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This scenario, he said, calls for a new initiative with the dimensions of a “Marshall Plan with 
Africa (not for Africa),” a term, which, he said, underlines the strong concerted efforts from 
Africa, its partners and the global multilateral system.  
 
With the African Union’s 2063 Agenda as the framework, the Minister said the plan will focus on 
economic mobilization, education, training and entrepreneurship programmes that would give 
millions of Africans better prospects that are vital for Africa’s future and for Europe and the 
world.  
 
The blueprint proposes a "new level" of equal cooperation between Africa and western 
countries in areas such as education, trade, business development and energy.  
 
It also calls for better and more equitable market access for African exports, an end to illicit 
financial flows from Africa and tax evasion by multinational companies. The plan, he said, would 
further support the development of agricultural value chains within African countries to enable 
them derive appropriate benefits from the products, citing cotton in Burkina Faso and cocoa 
and coffee in Côte d’Ivoire as examples.  
 
“If you do not invest in development, if you do not reduce the gap between the rich and the 
poor, you will not have peace,” Müller said, noting that misery, poverty and hunger are often 
the triggers of terrorism and radicalization…. 
 
 “Our aim is to provide clear incentives for creating an enabling environment for private 
investments. We are seeking to establish reform partnerships with African countries based on 
shared values of accountability, transparency and binding commitment,” he said. 
  
According to the Minister, good governance and anti-corruption efforts will play a substantial 
role in determining the distribution of the country’s Official Development Assistance funds with 
the greater part benefitting reform-oriented countries… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Syndemics: health in context 
Editorial 
The Lancet 
Mar 04, 2017 Volume 389 Number 10072 p881-982  e3  
 
Syndemics, as a new Series published in today's Lancet details, is a conceptual framework for 
understanding diseases or health conditions that arise in populations and that are exacerbated 
by the social, economic, environmental, and political milieu in which a population is immersed.  
 
A syndemic, or synergistic epidemic, is more than a convenient portmanteau or a synonym for 
comorbidity. The hallmark of a syndemic is the presence of two or more disease states that 
adversely interact with each other, negatively affecting the mutual course of each disease 
trajectory, enhancing vulnerability, and which are made more deleterious by experienced 
inequities. 
 
Perhaps the most unique feature of the syndemic approach to understanding various disease 
states and the way in which they cluster is the emphasis on the situation and circumstances in 
which individuals live. In other words, syndemics fundamentally rely on context. When 

http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)30640-2/fulltext
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introduced in the 1990s by medical anthropologist Merrill Singer, the notion of a syndemic was 
used to describe the interactions among substance abuse, violence, and AIDS (SAVA), that had 
become a full-blown health crisis in Hartford, CT, USA. While investigating HIV prevention in 
drug users, researchers took notice of the constellation of elements that impinged on risk, 
structural factors such as lack of housing and poverty, and social aspects such as stigma and 
lack of support systems—all reinforcing the disease burden. 
 
The observation that these factors did not merely exist in parallel, but were intertwined and 
cumulative, offered a branch point for clinical medicine and public health interventions. These 
fields have made appreciable strides in recognising that interventions for combating and 
treating disease must take a more multifactorial tack, nevertheless there exists a great need 
and opportunity to more widely apply the principles of the syndemic approach. In the years 
since SAVA was identified, there have been other syndemics described that include HIV/AIDS as 
a component, such as the HIV–malnutrition–food insecurity syndemic in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Alternatively, other existing and emerging syndemics centre on non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) such as VIDDA (violence, immigration, depression, type 2 diabetes, and abuse) in 
women who have emigrated to the USA from Mexico. 
 
Whether communicable diseases or NCDs, or set in high-income countries or low-income and 
middle-income countries (LMICs), there are similar forces at work that can perpetuate or 
accelerate existing syndemics. Specifically, rapid changes can precipitate conditions conducive 
to developing syndemics. For example, globalisation patterns have quickly and fundamentally 
changed dietary patterns in LMICs by increasing access to high-calorie foods and processed 
carbohydrates, radically increasing the proportion of individuals with type 2 diabetes. Changes 
in political and economic conditions, and relatedly the breakdown of protective health measures 
or infrastructure, can induce differentially and additive detrimental effects on specific 
populations. 
 
The political and public health changes underway in the USA are especially worrisome in their 
potential for spurring a new wave of unforeseen health crises. The VIDDA syndemic may serve 
as a harbinger of sorts for other potential immigrant health-related syndemics because of the 
current uncertainty around immigration policy. After the executive order issued on Jan 25, 
2017, immigration enforcement has pushed many people who were previously at low risk for 
deportation into an uneasy and unwelcome spotlight. Several major news outlets have reported 
recently that health-care centres have already noted a downturn in the number of immigrant 
patients keeping appointments for chronic conditions such as diabetes and hypertension. It is 
well documented that Hispanic patients are less likely to seek medical attention than are other 
ethnic groups, but in the wake of an already precarious climate for Mexican immigrants, the 
emerging accounts highlight an even greater vulnerability because of new political threats. 
From a clinical perspective, applying a syndemic approach is novel and valuable for expanding 
the focus from why a patient has a poor outcome (eg, dysregulated blood sugar) to what other 
factors are contributing. 
 
Although there may be little that clinical practitioners and public health interventionists can do 
about the presence of social and political circumstances that might negatively affect health, the 
syndemic framework allows for the potential to mitigate those effects by appreciating the 
complex nature of certain diseases and conditions and for addressing the array of factors that 
give rise to them. In the pursuit of practising more socially conscious medicine, syndemics 
suggest that context is key. 
 
:::::::  
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:::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 4 March 2017] 
Iraq –  
:: WHO responds to reported use of chemical weapons agents in East Mosul, Iraq  
   3 March 2017 – Following the reported use of chemical weapons agents in East Mosul, Iraq, 
WHO, partners and local health authorities have activated an emergency response plan to 
safely treat men, women and children who may be exposed to the highly toxic chemical. 
Since 1 March, 12 patients including women and children with respiratory symptoms and 
blistering have been received for treatment by a referral hospital in Erbil according to local 
health authorities. Of these, 4 patients are showing severe signs associated with exposure to a 
blister agent. WHO and partners are working with health authorities in Erbil to provide support 
in managing these patients. 
   Since the beginning of the Mosul crisis, WHO has been taking concrete steps to ensure 
preparedness for the potential use of chemical weapons, together with local health authorities. 
As part of a chemical weapons contingency plan, WHO experts have trained more than 120 
clinicians and provided them with equipment to safely decontaminate and stabilise patients 
before they are referred to pre-identified hospitals for further care. Field decontamination and 
contaminated patients stabilization are built into all field hospitals, and referral systems to pre-
identified hospitals are in place.  
   WHO is extremely alarmed by the use of chemical weapons in Mosul, where innocent civilians 
are already facing unimaginable suffering as a result of the ongoing conflict. 
The use of chemical weapons is a war crime and is prohibited in a series of international 
treaties. These include the Hague Declaration concerning Asphyxiating Gases, the 1925 Geneva 
Protocol, the Chemical Weapons Convention and the Statute of the International Criminal Court 
(ICC). 
 
Nigeria - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan  - No new announcements identified 
The Syrian Arab Republic  - No new announcements identified 
Yemen - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 4 March 2017] 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified. 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified. 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 

http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-responds-to-reported-use-of-chemical-weapons-agents-in-east-mosul-iraq.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
http://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/emergencies
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The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
 
Iraq  
:: OCHA Iraq | Flash Update #5: Mosul Humanitarian Response, 1 March 2017 [EN/AR/KU] 
:: Iraq: Mosul Humanitarian Response Situation Report No. 22 (20 February - 26 February 
2017) 
 
Syria   
:: 4 Mar 2017  2016 Regional Refugee & Resilience Plan - 3RP (all agencies) - Funding snapshot 
as of End of 2016 (Final) 
 
Yemen  
:: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Stephen 
O’Brien Remarks to the Media, Sana’a, Yemen, 2 March 2017 
:: OCHA Note to correspondents, Tuesday 28 February 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO: Cholera and tuberculosis medical supplies airlifted to Yemen 
   March 2017 – A plane carrying 8 metric tonnes of cholera kits and tuberculosis medicines 
provided by WHO and the Global Fund has landed in the Yemeni capital, Sana’a. The cholera 
kits include anti-diarrhoeal treatment for 12 000 people, laboratory equipment, and rapid 
diagnostics tests.  
 
UNICEF  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html 
2 March 2017  
More than 1 million children affected by drought in Kenya - UNICEF 
   NAIROBI, Kenya, 2 March 2017 – The onset of a severe drought in 2016 has hit arid and 
semi-arid regions in Kenya, affecting over 2.7 million people. UNICEF is supporting the 
Government of Kenya in initiating and implementing emergency response efforts by delivering 
life-saving assistance to affected households, strengthening coordination activities, assisting in 
monitoring of vulnerable groups and in advocacy. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
28 February 2017  
SC/12737 

http://www.unocha.org/iraq
http://reliefweb.int/node/1923078
http://reliefweb.int/node/1920193
http://reliefweb.int/node/1920193
http://www.unocha.org/syria
http://reliefweb.int/node/1928569
http://reliefweb.int/node/1928569
http://www.unocha.org/yemen
http://reliefweb.int/node/1925598
http://reliefweb.int/node/1925598
http://reliefweb.int/node/1921528
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/who-airlifts-cholera-and-tuberculosis-medical-supplies-to-yemen.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95027.html
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
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Double Veto Prevents Security Council from Adopting Draft Resolution Intended to Impose 
Sanctions for Use of Chemical Weapons in Syria 
Following the casting of vetoes by two of its five permanent members, the Security Council 
failed to adopt a draft resolution today that would have imposed sanctions on entities and 
individuals deemed to be involved in the production or use of chemical weapons in Syria. 
 
27 February 2017  
SG/SM/18456-HRC/25 
Vowing to ‘Defend the Defenders’, Secretary-General Urges End of Double Standards in Tackling 
Abuse, Bias, Rising Intolerance Worldwide 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 4 March 
2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Sri Lanka: Slow progress on crucial justice and reconciliation – UN report 
 
UN expert urges consistent policies for US on indigenous peoples’ rights for projects like Dakota 
Access Pipeline 
 
UN rights experts denounce Israel’s growing constraints on human rights defenders 
 
“For people with disabilities, it’s not about care, but about support”, says UN rights expert 
 
Freedom of Expression Monitors Issue Joint Declaration on ‘Fake News’, Disinformation and 
Propaganda 
 
Cultural rights threatened by global avalanche of hate – UN Special Rapporteur 
 
“Enhanced oversight of traditional medicine will curb ongoing attacks on people with albinism”– 
UN Expert 
 
Australia places violence against women high on the agenda but indigenous women left behind, 
says UN expert  
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 4 March 2017] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12737.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12737.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18456.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18456.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21278&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21290&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21290&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21279&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21288&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21287&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21287&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21282&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21285&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21285&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21275&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21275&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
04 Mar 2017  
Yemen: UN Relief Chief: Action Now Can Avert Famine in Yemen  
   Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Yemen (New York, 3 
March) At the end of a five-day mission to Yemen, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien, said there is still time to avert 
famine and alleviate the suffering of millions of Yemenis. Mr. O’Brien undertook the mission to 
assess the humanitarian situation in Yemen a week after UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres warned that Nigeria, Somalia and...  
 
04 Mar 2017  
Iraq: On the alleged use of chemical weapons in Mosul, Iraq [EN/AR/KU]  
   Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Iraq (Baghdad, 4 
March 2017): The Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq, Lise Grande, expressed shock at reports of 
alleged use today of chemical weapons in Iraq’s Mosul neighbourhoods. “This is horrible. If the 
alleged use of chemical weapons is confirmed, this is a serious violation of international 
humanitarian law and a war crime, regardless of who the targets or the victims of the attacks 
are. There is never...  
 
03 Mar 2017  
Kenya: UN Relief Chief: We Must Act Now to Save Lives in Kenya and Horn of Africa  
   Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Somalia, South Sudan (Nairobi, 3 March 2017) – On a visit to one of the driest areas in northern 
Kenya today, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien, saw the devastating impact of drought on rural communities and 
called for international support for communities affected by conflict and drought in Kenya and 
the Horn of Africa… 
 
02 Mar 2017  
Yemen: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Stephen O’Brien Remarks to the Media, Sana’a, Yemen, 2 March 2017  
   Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Yemen Thank you all 
for coming out to the airport today. I have undertaken this second five-day mission to Yemen in 
15 months to see for myself the situation on the ground a week after the UN Secretary-General, 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/un-relief-chief-action-now-can-avert-famine-yemen
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/alleged-use-chemical-weapons-mosul-iraq-enarku
http://reliefweb.int/report/kenya/un-relief-chief-we-must-act-now-save-lives-kenya-and-horn-africa
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-14
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-14
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Mr. António Guterres, reiterated the very real alarm that Yemen is at risk of falling into famine if 
we do not take action now… 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html 
3 March 2017 
New European Union returns policies put children at risk 
   Brussels,. The European Commission yesterday adopted a Recommendation and Renewed 
Action Plan for EU member states to consider in their procedures to return men, women and 
children staying irregularly in the EU to their countries of origin or transit. It encourages 
member states to undertake swift returns, which limit basic safeguards and rights that should 
be guaranteed to all migrants, including in cases involving children. 
 
More than 1 million children affected by drought in Kenya - UNICEF 
   NAIROBI, Kenya, 2 March 2017 – The onset of a severe drought in 2016 has hit arid and 
semi-arid regions in Kenya, affecting over 2.7 million people. UNICEF is supporting the 
Government of Kenya in initiating and implementing emergency response efforts by delivering 
life-saving assistance to affected households, strengthening coordination activities, assisting in 
monitoring of vulnerable groups and in advocacy. 
 
UNICEF announces collaboration with telecommunications giant in drive for ‘Big Data’ for social 
good 
   New York, 01 March 2017 –UNICEF and Telefonica, one of the largest European 
telecommunication companies, will work together on UNICEF's "Magic Box" initiative – an 
innovative use of data to inform and plan humanitarian responses to emergency situations. 
 
A deadly journey for children: The migration route from North Africa to Europe 
   NEW YORK/GENEVA, 28 February 2017 – Refugee and migrant children and women are 
routinely suffering sexual violence, exploitation, abuse and detention along the Central 
Mediterranean migration route from North Africa to Italy, UNICEF warned in a new report.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
Refugees and migrants face heightened risks while trying to reach Europe – UNHCR report  
27 Feb 2017 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
2017-03-03 18:50 
Displacement Spikes in Yemen’s Taizz Governorate as Clashes Intensify in Al Mokha City  
   Yemen - Some 273,780 people are displaced in Yemen’s Taizz Governorate, according to 
IOM’s most recent Task Force on Population Movements (TFPM) report. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 16,927, Deaths: 487  
2017-03-03 18:35 

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95028.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95027.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95005.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95005.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94941.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/2/58b458654/refugees-migrants-face-heightened-risks-trying-reach-europe-unhcr-report.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/displacement-spikes-yemens-taizz-governorate-clashes-intensify-al-mokha-city
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-16927-deaths-487
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   Switzerland - IOM reports that 16,927 migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea in 2017 
through 1 March, about 80 percent arriving in Italy and the rest in Spain and Greece. This 
compares with 132,743 through the first 60 days of 2016.  
 
EU, IOM Help 2,500 Refugee, Migrant Children to Attend Greek Schools  
2017-03-03 18:31 
   Greece - The European Union (EU) is backing a special education programme that is helping 
2,500 refugee and migrant children go to school in Greece.  
 
Migration Trends in Libya 2016: Flow Monitoring Report  
2017-03-03 18:19 
   Libya - IOM Libya’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), has released its 2016 Flow 
Monitoring overview report, providing a comprehensive analysis of over 8,000 surveys 
conducted with transiting migrants throughout Libya in 2016. 
 
Urgent Action Needed to Help Millions Facing Famine in South Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, North-
east Nigeria  
2017-02-28 18:29 
   Switzerland - Over 20 million people in South Sudan, Somalia, Yemen and northeast Nigeria 
are facing extreme levels of food insecurity. 
 
IOM Iraq Sees Surge of Internally Displaced from Mosul as Fighting Intensifies  
2017-02-28 18:20 
   Iraq - Since the February 19 start of Iraqi forces’ efforts to retake Mosul’s western sector, 
over 10,000 men, women and children now have been displaced in the zone. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.unaids.org/ 
Update  
First Lady of Benin launches the Claudine Talon Foundation to improve the lives of women and 
children across the country 
03 March 2017 
   The First Lady of Benin has launched a foundation to improve the lives of the most vulnerable 
women and children in the western African country, nestled between Nigeria and Togo. The 
foundation will work under the umbrella of six core values: solidarity, the family, respect for 
differences, integrity, humility and efficiency. 
   The Claudine Talon Foundation will take a holistic approach to improving health and social 
outcomes for women and children in Benin. It will focus on expanding maternal and paediatric 
health services, improving general hygiene and sanitation, increasing access to quality drinking 
water, improving standards of nutrition and raising literacy rates through a wider access to 
education. Activities will include increasing access to HIV testing in paediatric health centres 
and supporting organizations caring for orphans. It will also focus on ending discrimination for 
people living with and affected by HIV… 
 
Update  
Hospitals in South-East Asia ramp up efforts against HIV-related stigma 
02 March 2017 
   The Bamrasnaradura Infectious Disease Institute in Nonthaburi is one of Thailand’s premier 
hospitals in AIDS treatment and care. Its waiting rooms welcome many patients. This month, 
people waiting for appointments will see on hospital screens stories about people living with 

http://www.iom.int/news/eu-iom-help-2500-refugee-migrant-children-attend-greek-schools
http://www.iom.int/news/migration-trends-libya-2016-flow-monitoring-report
http://www.iom.int/news/urgent-action-needed-help-millions-facing-famine-south-sudan-somalia-yemen-north-east-nigeria
http://www.iom.int/news/urgent-action-needed-help-millions-facing-famine-south-sudan-somalia-yemen-north-east-nigeria
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-iraq-sees-surge-internally-displaced-mosul-fighting-intensifies
http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2017/march/20170302_talon
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2017/march/20170302_talon
http://fondationclaudinetalon.org/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2017/march/20170302_thailand
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HIV who overcame stigma thanks to support from their communities. Bamrasnaradura is one of 
around 1000 hospitals in Thailand that have joined the zero discrimination in health-care 
settings campaign. 
   The Ministry of Public Health of Thailand, the Thai Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS 
(TNP+) and UNAIDS launched the campaign on 2 March at Bamrasnaradura.  
   “More than 30 years since HIV was detected in Thailand, stigma still remains a major 
challenge,” said Jessada Chokdamrongsuk, Director-General, Department of Disease Control, 
Ministry of Public Health. “Thailand is committed to ensuring health-care settings are safe and 
supportive environments.”… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 4 March 2017] 
Check the source: WHO-validated websites provide trustworthy information on vaccine safety 
March 2017 
When people need advice about topics like health, careers, or relationships, the first place they 
often look is the internet. The same is true when parents and caregivers are seeking credible 
information about whether vaccines are safe for their children. 
   …"Every day, misinformation about vaccines continues to proliferate on the internet," says 
Isabelle Sahinovic, Vaccine Safety Net coordinator at WHO. "This is dangerous. We need to 
make sure that all parents, caregivers, and health care professionals can easily access accurate 
and trustworthy information about vaccines." 
   WHO’s Vaccine Safety Net, a global network of vaccine safety websites, aims to do just this. 
Today, the network has 47 member websites in 12 languages. It is estimated that more than 
173 million users every month access VSN websites that contain, among other information, 
credible vaccine safety information… 
 
Highlights  
Borno State Reports First Lassa Fever Outbreak in 48 Years 
  March 2017 – Borno state in northeast Nigeria has recorded its first Lassa fever outbreak in 
almost five decades. The last confirmed outbreak of the deadly disease was in 1969. WHO is 
supporting the government to contain the outbreak in an area of the country which is already 
coping with a humanitarian crisis resulting from years of conflict.  
 
Cholera and tuberculosis medical supplies airlifted to Yemen 
   March 2017 – A plane carrying 8 metric tonnes of cholera kits and tuberculosis medicines 
provided by WHO and the Global Fund has landed in the Yemeni capital, Sana’a. The cholera 
kits include anti-diarrhoeal treatment for 12 000 people, laboratory equipment, and rapid 
diagnostics tests.  
 
Tobacco control: saving lives and driving development 
   March 2017 – A new study by WHO and partners, titled The Economics of Tobacco and 
Tobacco Control, shows highly cost-effective measures exist to control the health and economic 
impacts of tobacco which pose no economic harm and, in turn, save lives and generate financial 
gains for communities and governments.  
 
WHO scales up response in Somalia as drought-affected populations face difficult situation 
   February 2017 – WHO is scaling up its response in Somalia to provide critical health services 
for 1.5 million people currently affected by severe drought conditions and a worsening food 
crisis. However, the Organization urgently requires US$ 10 million as part of the United Nations 
appeal for the first 6 months of 2017.  
 

http://www.who.int/features/2017/vaccine-safety-website/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/en/nigeria/press-materials/item/9421-borno-state-reports-first-lassa-fever-outbreak-in-48-years.html
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/who-airlifts-cholera-and-tuberculosis-medical-supplies-to-yemen.html
http://www.who.int/tobacco/communications/highlights/tobacco-control-saving-lives-driving-development/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-scales-up-response-in-somalia-as-drought-affected-populations-face-difficult-situation.html
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WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO    
:: About 17 million people are affected by crisis in the Lake Chad Basin - 24 February 2017 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: WHO publishes list of bacteria for which new antibiotics are urgently needed (02/27/2017) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Prevent and control birth defects  3 March 2017  
:: Maldives making commendable efforts for measles elimination and rubella control  
   26 February 2017 The World Health Organization commends Maldives for its unprecedented 
efforts to eliminate measles. The launch of the Measles and Rubella campaign today is a 
demonstration of its strong commitment to rid the country of the disease, a major childhood 
killer globally as well as in WHO South-East Asia Region.  
   Though countries in WHO South-East Asia Region are rolling out MR campaigns, Maldives’ 
intervention is unique as it covers adults up to the age of 25 years. The campaign will help 
close any immunity gaps and lay the groundwork for elimination of this life-threatening disease.  
  Maldives has not reported any measles case since 2010. This mass campaign will fast track 
progress towards WHO’s regional goal of measles elimination by 2020, and achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goal of ending preventable deaths of newborns and children under 
five by 2030, and ensuring health and wellbeing for all at all ages… 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: A journey interrupted: the changing health needs of refugees and migrants stranded in 
Greece 02-03-2017  
:: What is a migrant? How definitions affect access to health care 02-03-2017  
:: WHO mobile clinics bring health care to northern Syria 01-03-2017  
:: Health and well-being depend on action at city level 01-03-2017 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO responds to reported use of chemical weapons agents in East Mosul, Iraq  3 March 
2016 
WHO steps up medical preparations in response to West Mosul operations  28 February 2017 
:: WHO scales up response for drought-affected populations in Somalia 
   Cairo, 27 February 2017 – WHO  is scaling up its response in Somalia to provide critical health 
services for 1.5 million people currently affected by severe drought conditions and a worsening 
food crisis. However, the Organization urgently requires US$ 10 million as part of the United 
Nations appeal for the first 6 months of 2017. The humanitarian situation in Somalia continues 
to deteriorate, and there is a high risk that the country will face its third famine in 25 years. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified for this edition. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/ 
03/03/17 
World Wildlife Day – Safeguarding animal health, human health and biodiversity 

http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/afro-feature/item/9404-about-17-million-people-are-affected-by-crisis-in-the-lake-chad-basin.html
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13008&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/features/2017/prevent-and-control-birth-defects/en/index.html
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/features/2017/maldives-commendable-efforts-measles-elimination-rubella-control/en/index.html
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/migration-and-health/news/news/2017/03/a-journey-interrupted-the-changing-health-needs-of-refugees-and-migrants-stranded-in-greece2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/migration-and-health/news/news/2017/03/a-journey-interrupted-the-changing-health-needs-of-refugees-and-migrants-stranded-in-greece2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/migration-and-health/news/news/2017/03/what-is-a-migrant-how-definitions-affect-access-to-health-care2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/turkey/news/news/2017/03/who-mobile-clinics-bring-health-care-to-northern-syria2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/environment-and-health/urban-health/news/news/2017/03/health-and-well-being-depend-on-action-at-city-level2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-responds-to-reported-use-of-chemical-weapons-agents-in-east-mosul-iraq.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-steps-up-medical-preparations-in-response-to-west-mosul-operations.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-scales-up-response-in-somalia-as-drought-affected-populations-face-difficult-situation.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/detail/article/world-wildlife-day-safeguarding-animal-health-human-health-and-biodiversity/
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   This year’s World Wildlife Day provides an opportunity to recall the importance of wildlife 
disease monitoring, prevention and control to safeguard biodiversity and public and animal 
health around the world. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Global Festival of Ideas kicks off with the launch of SDG Action Campaign Mar 1, 2017 
   Leading thinkers, policy-makers, business leaders and civil society activists have gathered in 
Germany for the first ever Global Festival of Ideas for Sustainable Development, to chart new 
thinking and action on the world’s biggest development challenges, at the World Conference 
Center in Bonn from 1-3 March. 
 
Helen Clark: Speech at the High-Level Briefing on the Partnership to Support National Human 
Rights Institutions on A Complementary Approach to Working Across the UN Charter for Agenda 
2030 Feb 27, 2017 
 
Helen Clark: Speech at High-Level Segment of the 34th Session of the Human Rights Council 
Feb 27, 2017 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 4 March 2017] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Fifth meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The fifth meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 28 to 31 March 2017 in Ottawa, Canada. The meeting 
will be hosted by Statistics Canada. 
   This meeting will follow the same format as the 4th IAEG-SDG meeting, with a Members 
meeting taking place during the first two days (28 - 29 March) and a Plenary Session taking 
place during the second two days (30 - 31 March). During the plenary session, all countries, 
international and regional agencies and entities, and other stakeholders are invited to attend…  
 
 

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/03/01/global-festival-of-ideas-kicks-off-with-the-launch-of-sdgs-action-campaign.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/02/27/helen-clark-speech-at-the-high-level-briefing-on-the-partnership-to-support-national-human-rights-institutions-on-a-complementary-approach-to-working-across-the-un-charter-for-agenda-2030.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/02/27/helen-clark-speech-at-the-high-level-briefing-on-the-partnership-to-support-national-human-rights-institutions-on-a-complementary-approach-to-working-across-the-un-charter-for-agenda-2030.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/02/27/helen-clark-speech-at-the-high-level-briefing-on-the-partnership-to-support-national-human-rights-institutions-on-a-complementary-approach-to-working-across-the-un-charter-for-agenda-2030.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/02/27/helen-clark-speech-at-high-level-segment-of-the-34th-session-of-the-human-rights-council.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-05/
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UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
Selected Press Releases 
External Cooperation | March 3, 2017 
Major renewable energy projects in Africa and Asia to kick off thanks to $50 million in private 
investment  
   Renewable energy and energy-efficiency projects in developing countries are set for a jump-
start as joint UN-UK-Germany project mobilizes millions of dollars in seed capital 
 
Press Release | March 3, 2017 
Global airline and celebrities join UN campaign to help end wildlife crime on World Wildlife Day 
Kenya Airways declares zero tolerance for smuggling of wildlife on its aircrafts 
Movie stars from across the globe join Wild for Life campaign to launch five new species 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
28 February 2017, New York  
Sustainable Development Goals critical for better future for all – deputy UN chief Amina 
Mohammed 
   Delivering her first address as the United Nations Deputy Secretary-General, Amina 
Mohammed underlined that Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are essential for a safe and 
secure future that brings prosperity, opportunity and human rights for all. 
   “Around the world, success in achieving the SDGs will ease global anxieties, provide a better 
life for women and men and build a firm foundation for stability and peace in all societies, 
everywhere,” said Ms. Mohammed at the opening of the 2017 UN Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) segment on Operational Activities for Development… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
03 March  2017 
After the recapture of Palmyra, Director-General calls for renewed efforts to protect Syrian 
heritage 
   While several sources confirm the recapture of the ancient city of Palmyra from violent 
extremists, the Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, calls for securing the archaeological 
site over the long term and redoubling efforts to protect Syrian heritage as a whole. 
   "The protection of the archaeological site of Palmyra is both a major cultural issue and an 
imperative for security, peace and the recovery of a whole country," said the Director-General.   
"This heritage has survived millennia, it fosters unity and identity for the Syrian people. Its 
preservation is inseparable from the protection of human life and is an integral part of the 
response to humanitarian emergencies. It must be left out of the conflict."  
   "UNESCO is currently holding an emergency international meeting in Beirut to coordinate the 
protection of cultural heritage in the devastated ancient city of Aleppo and remains fully 
engaged with Syrian antiquities officials and all its partners for the preservation of Syrian 
heritage as a whole. The situation requires extreme vigilance and constant international 

http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1
http://web.unep.org/newscentre/major-renewable-energy-projects-africa-and-asia-kick-thanks-50-million-private-investment
http://web.unep.org/newscentre/major-renewable-energy-projects-africa-and-asia-kick-thanks-50-million-private-investment
http://web.unep.org/newscentre/global-airline-and-celebrities-join-un-campaign-help-end-wildlife-crime-world-wildlife-day
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/ecosoc/operational-activities-for-development.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/ecosoc/operational-activities-for-development.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2017/operational-activities-development-segment
http://en.unesco.org/news
http://en.unesco.org/news/after-recapture-palmyra-director-general-calls-renewed-efforts-protect-syrian-heritage-0
http://en.unesco.org/news/after-recapture-palmyra-director-general-calls-renewed-efforts-protect-syrian-heritage-0
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cooperation at the highest level for the coming decades. Palmyra has already suffered too much 
from the infernal cycle of looting, systematic destruction and fighting. These degradations must 
stop, and UNESCO will do its utmost to document these damages so that these crimes do not 
go unpunished. I remind all the forces involved of the absolute necessity to safeguard this 
emblematic heritage as a key condition for peace in the region," she added… 
 
28.02.2017  
Partnership with the Film Foundation’s World Cinema Project and the Pan African Federation of 
Filmmakers to restore African cinema 
   UNESCO will start, in the context of its International Coalition of Artists for the General 
History of Africa, a partnership with the Film Foundation, chaired by Martin Scorsese, and the 
Pan African Federation of Filmmakers (FEPACI) a long-term project to help locate, restore and 
preserve films made on the African continent. The African Film Heritage Project (AFHP) will 
identify 50 films with historic, artistic and cultural significance, and will then undertake the 
process of restoration. UNESCO envisages inscribing the films on the Memory of the World 
Register…. 
   “UNESCO is proud to work with The Film Foundation and the Pan African Federation of 
Filmmakers (FEPACI,” said Irina Bokova, UNESCO Director-General. “This partnership 
represents a unique opportunity to highlight the wealth of African artistic heritage and 
creativity, especially for young women and men. With the African Film Heritage Project (AFHP), 
we look forward to promoting cultural diversity through the expression of African filmmakers, 
and to facilitate access to African classics - in Africa and beyond - while fostering African 
creativity. This project resonates at the heart of UNESCO’s mandate for peace and echoes with 
the objectives of the Coalition of Artists to promote the General History of Africa.”  
   “There are so many films in need of restoration from all over the world. We created the World 
Cinema Project to ensure that the most vulnerable titles don’t disappear forever,” said Martin 
Scorsese. “Over the past 10 years the WCP has helped to restore films from Egypt, India, Cuba, 
the Philippines, Brazil, Armenia, Turkey, Senegal, and many other countries. Along the way, 
we’ve come to understand the urgent need to locate and preserve African films title by title in 
order to ensure that new generations of filmgoers—African filmgoers in particular—can actually 
see these works and appreciate them…”  
 
27 February 2017 
UNESCO calls on international community to help revive Iraq’s cultural heritage in the wake of 
massive destruction 
   A two-day International Coordination Conference on the Safeguarding of Cultural Heritage in 
Liberated Areas of Iraq ended at UNESCO’s Headquarters on Friday, laying the ground for an 
emergency, medium and long term action plan to preserve the country’s rich, diverse millennial 
archaeological sites, its museums, religious heritage, and historic cities.  
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
04/03/2017 –  
“We won’t get a second chance,” says UNODC Chief about fast disappearing wildlife and forests 
 
03/03/2017 –  
Statement of the UNODC Executive Director, Yury Fedotov, on World Wildlife Day 
 
28/02/2017 –  
Illicit drug challenge remains “formidable”, UNODC Chief tells Tehran audience  

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/partnership_with_the_film_foundations_world_cinema_projec/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/partnership_with_the_film_foundations_world_cinema_projec/
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-calls-international-community-help-revive-iraq-s-cultural-heritage-wake-massive-1
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-calls-international-community-help-revive-iraq-s-cultural-heritage-wake-massive-1
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/March/we-wont-get-a-second-chance--says-unodc-chief-about-fast-disappearing-wildlife-and-forests.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/March/statement-of-the-unodc-executive-director--yury-fedotov--on-world-wildlife-day.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/February/illicit-drug-challenge-remains-formidable--unodc-chief-tells-tehran-audience.html
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UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Transformation of Women at Work in Asia: An Unfinished Development Agenda 
Women in Asia: high contribution, little rewards   
01 March 2017  
   Women's labour force participation has either fallen or remained stagnant across Asia says 
the ILO ahead of International Women’s Day. An ILO book reviews the role of women in Asia’s 
economic transformation and highlights the barriers they face in the region’s labour market. 
 
Rights and discrimination 
Upholding the rights of indigenous peoples in Asia: A key to address climate change   
01 March 2017  
  Around two thirds of the world’s indigenous peoples live in Asia. An ILO study reviews the 
legal and policy frameworks which tackle the challenges they face and highlights the pivotal role 
they play in combating climate change and building resilient societies. 
 
Media Advisory 
ILO, Gallup to publish joint report on International Women’s Day   
28 February 2017  
 
Annual report 
ILO Impact Insurance Facility takes innovative approach to reduce uninsured risks   
27 February 2017  
   How an ILO programme adds significant value to enterprises and gives hope to some 4 billion 
low-income people still excluded from appropriate insurance products throughout the world. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
01/03/2017 
Bangladesh ready for next phase to make ship recycling green and sustainable 
   Successful completion of the first phase of a project aimed at improving safety and 
environmental standards within Bangladesh's ship-recycling industry. 
 

http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/asia/info/public/newsitems/WCMS_545923/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/asia/info/public/newsitems/WCMS_545918/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_545882/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_545774/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/09-Bangladesh-SENSREC-.aspx
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WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
Publish Date: 2 March 2017  
The first imagery from China's next-generation weather satellite released  
News from Members  
   FY-4A was launched on December 11, 2016 at 00:11BJT from Xichang Satellite Launch 
Center, southwest China's Sichuan Province. It is the first quantitative remote sensing satellite 
with a three-axis stabilization structure on geostationary orbit for China. FY-4A has nearly three-
times more spectral channels than the earlier generation of FY-2 satellites. It expanded the 
capability of FY-2 and can further observe aerosol and snow in addition to cloud, water vapor, 
vegetation and land surface. Through Advanced Geosynchronous Radiation Imager (AGRI)， 

FY-4A is capable of producing composite color...  
 
Publish Date: 1 March 2017  
WMO verifies highest temperatures for Antarctic Region  
Press Release  
   A World Meteorological Organization committee of experts has announced new records for 
the highest temperatures recorded in the Antarctic Region as part of continuing efforts to 
expand a database of extreme weather and climate conditions throughout the world. 
Knowledge and verification of such extremes is important in the study of weather patterns, 
naturally occurring climate variability and human-induced climate change at global and regional 
scales.  
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Friday, 03 March 2017 
Japan trains motor engine instructors to educate vulnerable groups in the Kurdistan region of 
Iraq 
   ERBIL, 3 March 2017 – Japan’s Tohatsu Corporation in collaboration with the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) has provided technical training specialists from 
the Kurdistan region of Iraq with 
 
International Women’s Day 2017 discussion: From smart economics to smart workplaces 
   VIENNA, 3 March 2017 – To celebrate International Women’s Day, the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) will hold a panel discussion, entitled “From smart 
economics to smart 
 
UNIDO supports market expansion for Cambodian fishery products 
  PHNOM PENH, 1 March 2017 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO), through the Marine Fisheries Component of its Cambodian Export Diversification and 
Expansion Programme (CEDEP II), brokered an 
 
International award calls for innovative ideas and technologies in agribusiness 
   MILAN, Italy, 1 March 2017 - The second edition of an international competition called 
“Innovative Ideas and Technologies in Agribusiness” was launched today by the Italian 
Investment and Technology Promotion Office... 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 4 March 2017] 

http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f%5b0%5d=type%3Anews
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news-from-members/first-imagery-from-chinas-next-generation-weather-satellite-released
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/wmo-verifies-highest-temperatures-antarctic-region
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/japan-trains-motor-e.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/japan-trains-motor-e.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/international-women-2.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-supports-marke.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/international-award.html
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http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm 
28 February 2017  
ISO 31000 revision moves towards a clearer and more concise text  
By Sandrine Tranchard  
   ISO 31000:2009 on risk management is intended for people who create and protect value in 
an organization by managing risks, making decisions, setting and achieving objectives and 
improving performance. The standard’s revision process discovers the virtues of keeping risk 
management simple.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
1 March 2017 
UNWTO appoints King Simeon II ambassador of the International Year of Sustainable Tourism 
for Development 
   Simeon II received from the Secretary-General of the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 
the certificate accrediting him as an ambassador of the International Year of Sustainable 
Tourism for Development, which is being observed globally throughout 2017. The figure of 
Ambassadors of the International Year was presented last January at the launching of the Year 
that took place in the context of FITUR in Madrid.  
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Mar 1, 2017 PR/2017/803 
Australian Donation Means New Life for Fund that Involves Indigenous Peoples in International 
Negotiations 
   WIPO Director General Francis Gurry has welcomed an independent contribution by the 
Australian Government that has reinvigorated a fund supporting the participation of the world’s 
indigenous peoples in international negotiations hosted at WIPO. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
2017-03-02 
Message of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity on the Occasion of World 
Wildlife Day 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
Patel: women are key to building post-conflict stability 
28 February 2017  DFID  Press release 

http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm
https://www.iso.org/news/2017/02/Ref2165.html
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2017-03-03/unwto-appoints-king-simeon-ii-ambassador-international-year-sustainable-tou
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2017-03-03/unwto-appoints-king-simeon-ii-ambassador-international-year-sustainable-tou
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2017/article_0001.html
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2017/article_0001.html
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2017/sp-2017-03-02-wwd-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2017/sp-2017-03-02-wwd-en.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/patel-women-are-key-to-building-post-conflict-stability
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International Development Secretary warns that countries will only achieve security and 
prosperity if women can play a full and active role. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
03/03/2017 
2500 Refugee and Migrant Children Now Attending Greek Schools  
   The EU is backing a special education programme that has helped 2500 refugee and migrant 
children get back to school in Greece. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
provides transportation and the bus escorts who accompany migrant and...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
JAKARTA, 3 March 2017  
ASEAN, UN join forces to end violence against children 
   – ASEAN Deputy Secretary-General for Socio-Cultural Community Vongthep Arthakaivalvatee 
met with Marta Santos Pais, UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Violence against 
Children at the ASEAN Secretariat on 1 March. They had a dialogue with ASEAN Commission on 
the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) on how [... 
 
JAKARTA, 2 March 2017  
Press Release of the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of 
Women and Children (ACWC) 
   – The Fourteenth Meeting of the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the 
Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) was convened on 28 February – 2 March 2017 at the 
ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta, Indonesia. The Meeting reviewed the status of projects and 
activities under the ACWC Work Plan 2012-2016. [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 4 March 2017] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Commission calls for accelerated delivery under the Migration Partnership Framework and 
further actions along the Central Mediterranean Route    
   02/03/2017  -  Ahead of the European Council meeting next week, the Commission and the 
High Representative/Vice-President are reporting for the third time on the progress made under 
the Migration Partnership Framework and presenting the first steps taken to implement actions 
along the Central Mediterranean Route.  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/2500-refugee-and-migrant-children-now-attending-greek-schools_en
http://www.au.int/en/
http://www.asean.org/news
http://asean.org/asean-un-join-forces-to-end-violence-against-children/
http://asean.org/press-release-of-the-asean-commission-on-the-promotion-and-protection-of-the-rights-of-women-and-children-acwc/
http://asean.org/press-release-of-the-asean-commission-on-the-promotion-and-protection-of-the-rights-of-women-and-children-acwc/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-402_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-402_en.htm
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European Agenda on Migration: Commission presents new measures for an efficient and 
credible EU return policy    
   02/03/2017  -  After the Malta Summit of 3 February 2017 highlighted the need for a review 
of EU return policy, the Commission is today following through with a renewed EU Action Plan 
on Return and a set of recommendations to Member States on how to make return procedures 
more effective.  
 
Commission calls for renewed efforts in implementing solidarity measures under the European 
Agenda on Migration    
   02/03/2017  -  Ahead of next week's European Council and in the form of three progress 
reports, the Commission is today making a renewed call on Member States to pick up the pace 
of relocation to alleviate pressure from Italy and Greece, with few having met their 
commitments in full.  
 
Commission reports on progress under the migration partnership framework and increased 
action along the Central Mediterranean Route    
   European - Fact Sheet Commission Brussels, 2 March 2017 Today, the Commission and the 
High Representative/ Vice-President presented the third Progress Report on the Partnership 
Framework with third countries under the European Agenda on Migration.  
 
Questions & Answers: Making return and readmission procedures more efficient  
    European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 2 March 2017 . An effective and humane return 
policy is an essential part of the EU's comprehensive approach to addressing migration and 
reducing the incentives for irregular migration as set out in European Agenda on Migration of 
May 2015 
 
Questions and Answers: Commission calls for renewed efforts in implementing solidarity 
measures under the European Agenda on Migration  
   European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 2 March 2017 Ahead of the European Council 
meeting next week, the Commission is today outlining progress made and the work which still 
needs to be done on the EU's relocation and resettlement schemes and on the implementation 
of the EU-Turkey Statement.  
 
 
OECD  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
[Selected Press Releases, Announcements] 
OIC Condemns Israeli Court’s Decision on Al-Aqsa 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-350_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-350_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-348_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-348_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-369_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-369_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-351_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-349_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-349_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13238&ref=5791&lan=en
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   The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemned the decision of the so-
called ‘Israeli Conciliation Court’ in the occupied Al-Quds (Jerusalem) to the effect that the 
blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque is a holy site for the Jews, thus giving them the right to pray in it. The 
OIC sees this as a dangerous continuation of the violations by the Israeli occupation and of its 
attempts to legalize the Judaization policies and the continuing onslaughts against the sanctity 
of the Muslim and Christian holy sites. 
02/03/2017 
 
Al-Othaimeen: Islamophobia is Gradually Becoming Institutionalized 
   The Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Dr. Yousef A. Al-
Othaimeen has expressed his serious concern that Islamophobia, an affront to human rights 
and dignity of Muslims, is gradually becoming institutionalized.  
01/03/2017 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
2 March 2017  WTO NEWS  
DG Azevêdo welcomes EU trade ministers’ strong support for global trading system 
   Addressing a meeting of European Union trade ministers in Malta on 2 March 2017, Director-
General Roberto Azevêdo argued that EU leadership will be more important than ever in 
supporting the rules-based multilateral trading system. He welcomed the strong support for the 
WTO that the EU and its members have shown in recent months.  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
27 February 2017 
Parliaments of Eastern and Central Europe and Central Asia meet to discuss climate change and 
SDGs    
   Parliaments of Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia met to discuss the next steps in 
implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The seminar, which took place in 
Budapest on 23-24 February and co-organized by IPU and the Hungarian National Assembly, 
was a follow-up to previous meetings that had called for concrete parliamentary action in key 
areas, such as environmental risk and climate change. 
   Participants from 22 countries assessed their progress and developed further 
recommendations for parliamentary engagement with the SDGs… 

http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13233&ref=5790&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news17_e/dgra_02mar17_e.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201702271
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201702271
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International Court of Justice  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 4 March 2017] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMF  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.imf.org/external/what/whatsnewenglish/what.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
02/03/2017 
German Government unveils Marshall Plan with Africa at the AfDB 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
28 February 2017  
Asia Infrastructure Needs Exceed $1.7 Trillion Per Year, Double Previous Estimates 
   Infrastructure needs in the region will exceed $26 trillion through 2030 — including climate 
change mitigation and adaptation costs — if the region is to maintain growth, according to a 
new report by ADB. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/ 

http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.imf.org/external/what/whatsnewenglish/what.aspx
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/german-government-unveils-marshall-plan-with-afdb-leadership-16751/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/asia-infrastructure-needs-exceed-17-trillion-year-double-previous-estimates
https://www.adb.org/news/asia-infrastructure-needs-exceed-17-trillion-year-double-previous-estimates
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/
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[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017 
2 March :  
Independent evaluation shows IFAD-supported programme in Mozambique led to poverty 
alleviation  
 
28 February :  
IFAD and Cambodia to increase smallholder farmers’ incomes by expanding market 
opportunities  
 
27 February :  
Only targeted policies focused on rural people will eliminate poverty in South Africa, says IFAD 
report  
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
01/03/2017 
Say Yes! To Integration Of CHWs Into The National Health Workforce 
   Community Health Workers, commonly referred to as CHWs, are the bridge between 
communities and the health and social service systems. As a continent affected by an 
inadequate supply of doctors and nurses, Community Health Workers are necessary to act as 
the link for the affected communities…  
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Thursday, 02 March 2017 00:00  
Bangladesh’ remarkable progress discussed in UK Parliament  

https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=40421958&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=40421958&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=40399923&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=40399923&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=40359934&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=40359934&locale=en_US
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/say-yes-to-integration-of-chws-into-the-national-health-workforce/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1027-bangladesh-remarkable-progress-discussed-in-uk-parliament
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   Bangladesh’ remarkable progress over the last 40 years in reducing poverty and improving 
lives can offer valuable lessons for achieving inclusive and sustainable development globally. 
Said Dr Mushtaque Chowdhury, Vice-Chair of BRAC, at an event in the Palace of Westminster 
hosted by the UK’s All Party Parliamentary Group for Bangladesh and the Institute of 
Development Studies (IDS). 
   Dr Chowdhury highlighted the vital contribution that the partnership between Bangladesh and 
the UK has made to Bangladesh graduating to lower middle-income status, reducing poverty, 
improving health services and education provision and modernising agriculture. Bangladesh has 
overtaken India in terms of human development progress. 
 
Wednesday, 01 March 2017 00:00  
Microinsurance for 5 million microfinance clients  
Introducing microinsurance for our microfinance clients 
   We have partnered with Guardian Life Insurance Limited to offer our first microinsurance 
product - credit shield insurance to our 5 million microfinance clients. The product is targeted 
towards the lower-income population of Bangladesh to protect them and their livelihoods in the 
event of death of a household member or the earner. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
27th Feb 2017    
We cannot allow millions to starve in South Sudan 
   Statement responding to the famine declaration in South Sudan and around the world. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
28.02.17 
DRC and Ole Kirk’s Foundation sets new course for humanitarian foundation work  
   Today, the global refugee crises are more complex and long running than previously with 
more than 65 million forced to leave home – most being women and children. The complexity 
means a growing need to supplement the existing ways of addressing the issues in order to 
provide more and better assistance to the growing number of affected people. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 4 March 2017]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.brac.net/latest-news/item/1026-brac-launches-microinsurance-for-its-5-million-microfinance-clients
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/we-cannot-allow-millions-to-starve-in-south-sudan
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.dk/news/the-danish-refugee-council-and-ole-kirk-s-foundation-sets-new-course-for-humanitarian-foundation-work
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
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Handicap International  [to 4 March 2017]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
   
 
Heifer International  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 4 March 2017]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Posted: 01 March 2017 
HelpAge appoints Justin Derbyshire as CEO 
   HelpAge International has announced the appointment of Justin Derbyshire as its new Chief 
Executive Officer, effective from today. 
   Justin acted as interim Chief Executive Officer from September 2016. He joined HelpAge 
International in 2014 as the Director of Programmes and was responsible for our regional 
offices in Asia, Africa, Latin America and Caribbean and the Humanitarian team. In his time to 
date, he has overseen the emergency responses in Nepal and Ukraine, driven the regional and 
country strategic reviews and led the implementation of the organisation’s change process… 
 

 
ICRC  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles      
News release   03 March 2017  
Iraq: ICRC strongly condemns use of chemical weapons around Mosul 
   Baghdad (ICRC) – The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) condemns in the 
strongest possible terms the use of chemical weapons during fighting around the Iraqi city of 
Mosul. Seven patients with symptoms consistent with an exposure to a toxic chemical agent are 
currently being treated at Rozhawa hospital, close to Mosul, where fighting is ongoing. ICRC 
medical teams at the hospital are offering full support to the local medical teams. 
 
News release   03 March 2017  
ICRC appoints new members to governing body 
   Geneva (ICRC) – At its meeting on 2 March, the Assembly of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) appointed Ms Barbara Wildhaber and Mr Gilles Carbonnier as its newest 
members. They will take up their functions in June. This brings the membership of the 
Committee to 19. 
 
Statement 28 February 2017  
When law is respected, peace is easier to achieve - UN Human Rights Council 2017 
   34th Session of the Human Rights Council, United Nations Office at Geneva, Switzerland. 
Speech given by Mr. Peter Maurer, President of the ICRC 
 
 
IFRC   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 

http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/helpage-appoints-justin-derbyshire-as-ceo/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/iraq-icrc-strongly-condemns-use-chemical-weapons-around-mosul
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/middle-east/iraq/iraqi-cities-baghdad-ramadi-fallujah-mosul
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/middle-east/iraq/iraqi-cities-baghdad-ramadi-fallujah-mosul
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-appoints-new-members-governing-body
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/34th-session-human-rights-council-statement-icrc
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/
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IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
IRCT  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News 01 Mar 2017  
20 years of helping torture survivors from over 80 countries  
   In California’s second largest city, San Diego, IRCT member Survivors of Torture, 
International (SURVIVORS) has been providing safe haven for thousands of traumatised 
refugees and asylum seekers since 1997. On 27 February, the US rehabilitation centre 
celebrated two decades of hard work that has benefitted over 2,000 people seeking to 
overcome trauma while resettling in a new country… 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 4 March 2017]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
March 3, 2017  
Islamic Relief marks 10 years of working in Lebanon 
In one decade we’ve reached 2m people 
 

 
Landsea   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 4 March 2017]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Doctors Without Borders Reiterates Critical Medical Need for Reproductive Health 
Services 
   NEW YORK, MARCH 2, 2017—As the “She Decides” initiative formally kicks off in Brussels 
today, Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is stressing the importance of 
access to reproductive health services like safe abortions, a critical medical need for women and 
girls across the world. 
 
Press release 
Yemen: MSF Resumes Medical Work in Haydan Hospital 
March 02, 2017 
   SANA'A, YEMEN—Six months after withdrawing its staff from northern Yemen following the 
bombing of its hospital in Abs, the international medical humanitarian organization Doctors 
Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has restarted work in Haydan District Hospital 
in Sa'ada Governorate. 
   MSF evacuated most of its staff from both Hajjah and Sa'ada governorates following the 
August 15, 2016, airstrike on Abs Hospital, which killed 19 people and injured 24, and a series 
of other attacks on medical facilities in northern Yemen. 
 

http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/david-milibands-remarks-evenings-appeals-court-ruling
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/david-milibands-remarks-evenings-appeals-court-ruling
http://www.irct.org/
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/910
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/
http://www.islamic-relief.org/islamic-relief-marks-10-years-of-working-in-lebanon/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/doctors-without-borders-reiterates-critical-medical-need-reproductive-health-services
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/doctors-without-borders-reiterates-critical-medical-need-reproductive-health-services
https://shedecides.com/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/yemen-msf-resumes-medical-work-haydan-hospital
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/node/67266
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Press release 
Doctors Without Borders Statement on WHO List of Antibiotic-Resistant "Priority 
Pathogens" 
February 27, 2017 
   The World Health Organization (WHO) announced today its first ever list of antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria that pose the greatest threats to public health. The list aims to encourage and mobilize 
innovators to conduct research and development on new antibiotics. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
Press Release  
Operation Smile Celebrates 35th Anniversary and Launches Global Until We Heal 
Campaign to Increase Access to Safe Surgery  
Posted 3/2/2017  
   Today, Operation Smile celebrates its 35th anniversary with the global launch of its UNTIL WE 
HEAL campaign, an effort to increase access to safe surgical care for people suffering from cleft 
conditions. Operation Smile’s Co-Founder and CEO Dr. William Magee Jr. made the 
announcement in the Philippines, where he and wife Kathy Magee began the organization in 
1982… 
 
 
OXFAM [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
2 March 2017 
Fight against poverty at risk by threats to women’s rights 
   Women across the globe are facing new threats which risk dismantling decades of hard-won 
rights and derailing the effort to end extreme poverty, Oxfam warns today.  
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 01. Mar 2017  
Buying water when the rain fails 
Nashon Todo|  
   In southern Somalia, drought has killed people’s livestock and destroyed their crops. The 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) provides cash aid to families depending on expensive water 
and food.  
 
Crown Prince becomes patron of the Norwegian Refugee Council 
Published 01. Mar 2017  

http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/doctors-without-borders-statement-who-list-antibiotic-resistant-priority-pathogens
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http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-release/operation-smile-celebrates-35th-anniversary-and-launches-global-until-we-heal-campaign
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-release/operation-smile-celebrates-35th-anniversary-and-launches-global-until-we-heal-campaign
http://www.untilweheal.org/
http://www.untilweheal.org/
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-03-02/fight-against-poverty-risk-threats-womens-rights
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2017/march/buying-water-when-the-rain-fails/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2017/february/crown-prince-becomes-patron-of-the-norwegian-refugee-council/
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   His Royal Highness Crown Prince Haakon of Norway has become a patron of the Norwegian 
Refugee Council (NRC), supporting the organisation’s work to protect the rights of people 
forced to flee.  
 
 
Pact  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.pactworld.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
Selected Press Releases 
February 28, 2017 
President’s Proposed Budget Cuts Raise Alarm on Future of Mothers and Children in 
the U.S., Abroad  
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
01.03.2017  
YouthCan! - Launching the new global partnership for youth employability 
   - On 1 March, SOS Children’s Villages launched the new global partnership YouthCan! in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. YouthCan! helps to empower young people to successfully manage 
the transition into independent life and the job market. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 4 March 2017]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.pactworld.org/news
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http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=14986205
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::::: 
 
Freedom House [to 4 March 2017] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
U.S. Should Remain on UN Human Rights Council 
March 1, 2017 
   American leadership and funding remain critical to the United Nations Human Rights Council. 
 
Press Releases 
New Report: The Battle for China’s Spirit: Religious Revival, Repression, and 
Resistance under Xi Jinping 
February 28, 2017 
   The Chinese government’s controls over religion have intensified under Xi Jinping, seeping 
into new areas of daily life and triggering growing resistance from believers, according to the 
report The Battle for China’s Spirit, released today by Freedom House. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
March 01, 2017    
Proposed Cuts to U.S. Foreign Assistance Threaten Children Worldwide  
by ChildFund International    
Statements    
   ChildFund International calls upon Congress to protect U.S. foreign assistance funding and 
maintain our country’s leadership in the world. The proposed cuts would have devastating 
consequences to the well-being of the world’s children and families. 
 
March 01, 2017    
ChildFund providing support service for victims of physical and sexual violence in 
Papua New Guinea  
by Diana Quick    
   An estimated two thirds of women in Papua New Guinea have experienced some form of 
physical or sexual violence, although many believe that this is an underestimation. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Feb 28, 2017  
EU Delegations Report 2017 “Towards a more effective partnership with civil 
society?” 

https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/us-should-remain-un-human-rights-council
https://freedomhouse.org/article/new-report-battle-china-s-spirit-religious-revival-repression-and-resistance-under-xi
https://freedomhouse.org/article/new-report-battle-china-s-spirit-religious-revival-repression-and-resistance-under-xi
https://freedomhouse.org/report/china-religious-freedom
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
http://childfundalliance.org/news/
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/259-proposed-cuts-to-u-s-foreign-assistance-threaten-children-worldwide
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/in-the-news/257-childfund-providing-support-service-for-victims-of-physical-and-sexual-violence-in-papua-new-guinea
https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/in-the-news/257-childfund-providing-support-service-for-victims-of-physical-and-sexual-violence-in-papua-new-guinea
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2017/02/28/eu-delegations-report-2017/
https://concordeurope.org/2017/02/28/eu-delegations-report-2017/
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by Helene Debaisieux  
   What does an effective partnership between EU Delegations and Civil Society Organisations 
look like? Which impact have the EU roadmaps on the EU-Civil Society dialogue at country 
level? Do the EU funding modalities and instruments fit the needs of all Civil Society 
Organisations whatever their size and role? Get an answer and discover the other key findings 
in our new report “EU Delegations – Towards a more effective partnership with civil society”. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News 28 February 2017  
Dialogue: the only route to a more peaceful world 
   From neutralising conflict and controlling the spread of nuclear weapons to empowering the 
climate vulnerable and equitably responding to mass movements of people, Ernesto Zedillo 
reflects on the importance of dialogue to reach common ground. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 4 March 2017] 
www.evidenceaid.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
03 March 2017  
Global Fund Names Marijke Wijnroks Interim Executive Director  
   GENEVA - The Board of the Global Fund has appointed Marijke Wijnroks as Interim Executive 
Director, to serve from 1 June 2017 until a new Executive Director selected by the Board is able 
to begin. 
 
Global Fund Board to Continue Search for Executive Director  
27 February 2017  

http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/dialogue-only-route-more-peaceful-world
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2017-03-03_Global_Fund_Names_Marijke_Wijnroks_Interim_Executive_Director/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2017-02-27_Global_Fund_Board_to_Continue_Search_for_Executive_Director/
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   The Board of the Global Fund announced today that it will continue to search for a new 
Executive Director. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 4 March 2017] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
Selected News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA -International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 4 March 2017] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest Resources 
Topic Three Briefing Paper: Pooled Funding - how can NGOs engage  
March, 2017 
 
Upcoming events 
Exchange with ExCom Rapporteur & UNHCR 6 March 2017  
March 6, 2017 -  
2:00pm to 3:00pm 
ICVA 
 
 
InterAction  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Locus 
http://locusworld.org/ 
“Locus is a movement focused on engaging those we serve, practitioners, the private sector, 
donors and to drive adoption of locally owned, integrated solutions.” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
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Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://phap.org/ 
1 March 2017  
Certifications on principles, legal frameworks, and humanitarian ecosystem to be 
launched in March  
   Following intensive work over the past six months, involving hundreds of humanitarian 
practitioners and other experts, the PHAP Credentialing Program will launch its first three 
certifications in March 2017. The certifications, developed through a rigorous process compliant 
with the ISO 17024:2012...  
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Accessed 4 March 2017 
Expanding Global Liquidity Insurance: Myths and Realities of the IMF’s 
Precautionary Credit Lines - Working Paper 449 
2/28/17 
Nancy Birdsall , Liliana Rojas-Suarez and Anna Diofasi  
    This paper addresses four misconceptions (or ‘myths’) that have likely played a role in the 
limited utilization of the IMF’s two precautionary credit lines, the Flexible Credit Line (FCL) and 
the Precautionary and Liquidity Line (PLL). These myths are 1) too stringent qualification criteria 
that limit country eligibility; 2) insufficient IMF resources; 3) high costs of precautionary 
borrowing; and 4) the economic stigma associated with IMF assistance. We show, in fact, that 
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the pool of eligible member states is likely to be seven to eight times larger than the number of 
current users; that with the 2016 quota reform IMF resources are more than adequate to 
support a larger precautionary portfolio; that the two IMF credit lines are among the least costly 
and most advantageous instruments for liquidity support countries have; and that there is no 
evidence of negative market developments for countries now participating in the precautionary 
lines. 
 
Girls’ Schooling and Women’s Literacy: Schooling Targets Alone Won’t Reach 
Learning Goals 
2/27/17 
Lant Pritchett and Justin Sandefur  
   Using the Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) data on the ability of women at various 
levels of schooling attainment to read a simple sentence, we show that reaching universal 
completion of grade six among girls would not bring the world anywhere close to the goal of 
universal female literacy. 
 
 
ODI   [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Press release | 2 March 2017 
Lack of access to work for refugees undermining efforts to prevent secondary 
migration – new report  
  Efforts to reduce irregular and dangerous secondary migration among Eritrean refugees in 
Ethiopia are being undermined by the fact they are not allowed to work legally 
 
Research reports and studies  
Post-Brexit trade policy and development: current developments; new directions?  
Briefing papers | March 2017 | Maximiliano Mendez-Parra, Dirk Willem te Velde and Jane 
Kennan 
   Our latest analysis of post-Brexit trade argues that bilateral aid is a 'win-win' for developing 
countries and the UK, increasing British exports and creating British jobs. 
 
10 Commonwealth policy priorities for trade and development  
Publication series | March 2017 | Maximiliano Mendez-Parra, Stacey Mills-Smith, Tom Pengelly, 
Hector Santos and Dirk Willem te Velde 
   There is great potential to make the Commonwealth a driver of trade for development. Here 
we make recommendations for policy-makers ahead of the 2017 trade ministers meeting. 
 
The lives and livelihoods of Syrian refugees  
Research reports and studies | March 2017 | Catherine Bellamy, Simone Haysom, Caitlin Wake 
and Veronique Barbelet 
   This report aims to generate better understanding of the lives and livelihoods of Syrian 
refugees living outside refugee camps in Turkey and Jordan. 
 
Women's economic empowerment at international level  
Briefing papers | March 2017 | Abigail Hunt and Moizza Binat Sarwar 
   This briefing, prepared for the European Parliament Committee on Women's Rights and 
Gender Equality, explores Women’s economic empowerment in the changing world of work. 
 
Tackling intimate partner violence in South Asia: why working with men and boys 
matters for women  

https://www.cgdev.org/publication/girls-schooling-womens-literacy-targets-alone-reach-learning-goals
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Research reports and studies | March 2017 | Fiona Samuels, Nicola Jones and Taveeshi Gupta 
   This report explores multi-level influences that shape the perpetration of intimate partner 
violence (IPV) by men and boys in South Asia. 
 
Journeys on hold: how policy influences the migration decisions of Eritreans in 
Ethiopia  
Working and discussion papers | March 2017 | Richard Mallett, Jessica Hagen-Zanker, Nassim 
Majidi and Clare Cummings with Georgina Sturge, Kourtnie Schaefer and Pauline Vidal 
   This working paper looks at how livelihood support measures and refugee resettlement shape 
the choices, plans and behaviours of Eritrean refugees in Ethiopia. 
 
Refining advocacy assessment: reflections from practice  
Working and discussion papers | March 2017 | Anne Buffardi, Simon Hearn and Helen Tilley 
   This working paper revisits advocacy evaluation frameworks from the past decade, discussing 
problems, implications for practice and suggestions for future work. 
 
Informal armies: community defence groups in South Sudan's civil war  
Research reports and studies | March 2017 | Jok Madut Jok, Mareike Schomerus, Charles 
Taban, Luka Biong Deng Kuol, Ingrid Marie Breidlid and Michael J. Arensen 
   As South Sudan's civil war enters its fourth year, this report reviews some of the most 
significant non-state security providers: the Arrow Boys, Gelweng and the White Armies. 
 
The Sustainable Development Goals and their trade-offs  
Research reports and studies | March 2017 | Fortunate Machingura and Steven Lally 
   This case study explores the trade-offs between the Sustainable Development Goals, through 
the lens of an imaginary country: Progressia. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 4 March 2017] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 1 Mar 2017  
Innovators Shake Up Tradition-Bound Construction Industry  
News 1 Mar 2017  
:: Shaping the Future of Construction: Inspiring innovators redefine the industry – new report 
:: New technologies and business models are transforming the engineering and construction 
industry faster than ever  
:: Access the full report here  
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 

https://www.odi.org/publications/10728-journeys-hold-how-policy-influences-migration-decisions-eritreans-ethiopia
https://www.odi.org/publications/10728-journeys-hold-how-policy-influences-migration-decisions-eritreans-ethiopia
https://www.odi.org/publications/10731-refining-advocacy-assessment-reflections-practice
https://www.odi.org/publications/10730-informal-armies-community-defence-groups-south-sudans-civil-war
https://www.odi.org/publications/10726-sustainable-development-goals-and-their-trade-offs
http://www.urban.org/about/media
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/03/innovators-shake-up-tradition-bound-construction-industry
http://wef.ch/constructionfuture17


   

 Note: Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 

Aga Khan Foundation   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies, the Japanese Government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
March 2, 2017  
Scientists will lead new long-term ocean research site off Northeast U.S. coast  
   A two-year investigation on microplastic and nanoplastic pollution in San Francisco Bay and 
the surrounding ocean will launch this month, led by two research centers, the San Francisco 
Estuary Institute and the 5 Gyres Institute. The project will provide the most comprehensive 
study in the U.S. on microplastic and nanoplastic levels in water, sediment, and fish and explore 
ways to reduce this pollution. 
   Plastic pollution has gained recognition as a threat to the resilience and productivity of ocean 
ecosystems. However, the scope and impacts of microplastic particles (less than 5 millimeters in 
size) and nanoplastic particles (less than 0.001 millimeters) on coastal and ocean resources is 
still emerging. A preliminary study of nine sites in San Francisco Bay, published in 2016, found 
greater levels of microplastics in Bay surface waters than in either the Great Lakes or 
Chesapeake Bay. Understanding the sources, pathways and distribution of microplastic pollution 
is important to the health of San Francisco Bay, and the surrounding ocean environments… 
 
February 27, 2017  
Moore Foundation expands its Andes-Amazon Initiative 
   The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation today announced a $50 million expansion of its 
Andes Amazon Initiative. Since 2003, the foundation has funded efforts to secure the 
biodiversity conservation and climate function of the biome through support for protected areas 
and indigenous territories. The new funding will address infrastructure development — 
specifically roads and dams — as a key driver of environmental degradation in the region, and 
will integrate forest and freshwater conservation.  

https://www.hhmi.org/news
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.macfound.org/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=new-long-term-ecological-research-site-for-northeast-u.s.-shelf
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=moore-foundation-expands-its-andes-amazon-initiative
https://www.moore.org/programs/environmental-conservation/andes-amazon-initiative
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   “New roads and dams in the region may be necessary for national energy goals and for 
community and economic development in the region,” explained Avecita Chicchón, Ph.D., 
program director for the Andes-Amazon Initiative. “But these must be well planned and 
carefully selected with true cost accounting, so that projects minimize negative social and 
environmental impacts and maximize benefits.” 
   The Amazon provides one-fifth of the world’s fresh water, holds global importance as a 
carbon sink and climate regulator, and is home to the planet’s most diverse collection of birds, 
mammals, freshwater fish and plants. A wellspring of hope on a rapidly changing planet, the 
Amazon biome is a source of life-giving resources and ecosystem services. 
“In our work to safeguard globally significant, intact natural ecosystems, we see an opportunity 
and urgency in the Andes-Amazon region,” said Aileen Lee, chief program officer 
for Environmental Conservation at Moore… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
No new content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 4 March 2017] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
Thu Mar 02 11:56:00 EST 2017  
CDC Foundation and Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to Launch 500 Cities Project  
   RWJF announces the launch of the 500 Cities project, a first-of-its-kind data analysis for the 
500 largest cities in America, and the census tracts within cities, to identify, analyze, and report 
data for a select number of chronic disease measures. 
 
Tue Feb 28 11:00:00 EST 2017  
Outgoing RWJF President and CEO Risa Lavizzo-Mourey Appointed Penn Integrates 
Knowledge Professor  
   Risa Lavizzo-Mourey, who departs RWJF this April after nearly 14 years as president and CEO, 
will join the University of Pennsylvania as the institution’s nineteenth Penn Integrates 
Knowledge University Professor, effective January 1, 2018. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 4 March 2017] 

https://www.moore.org/programs/environmental-conservation
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2017/03/cdc-foundation-and-robert-wood-johnson-foundation-to-launch-500-.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2017/02/outgoing-rwjf-president-and-ceo-risa-lavizzo-mourey-appointed-penn-in.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2017/02/outgoing-rwjf-president-and-ceo-risa-lavizzo-mourey-appointed-penn-in.html
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http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
No unique new content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
No unique new content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 4 March 2017] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 28 February 2017 
Epidemic tracking tool wins Open Science Prize 
An online tool that helps researchers and public health workers track epidemics in real time has 
won the Open Science Prize. 
   Nextstrain.org (opens in a new tab) is a prototype online platform that visualises viral genome 
data in real time to track the spread of global pathogens such as Zika and Ebola. 
Viral genomes provide a hugely valuable insight into the spread of an infectious disease. But for 
this information to be useful during an epidemic, samples have to be collected, analysed and 
the results disseminated in near real time. 
   NextStrain can conduct statistical analyses in minutes, revealing when diseases were 
introduced into a population and their patterns of geographic spread. It can also help public 
health officials to connect individual cases to aid contact tracing… 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 

http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/epidemic-tracking-tool-wins-open-science-prize
http://nextstrain.org/
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American Journal of Infection Control 
March 01, 2017 Volume 45, Issue 3, p215-340, e34-e44  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
Major Articles 
The behind-the-scenes activity of parental decision-making discourse regarding 
childhood vaccination 
Anat Gesser-Edelsburg, Nathan Walter, Yaffa Shir-Raz, Oshrat Sassoni Bar-Lev, Shira Rosenblat 
p267–271 
Published online: November 14, 2016 
 
Major Articles 
Hospital influenza pandemic stockpiling needs: A computer simulation 
Mark N. Abramovich, John C. Hershey, Byron Callies, Amesh A. Adalja, Pritish K. Tosh, Eric S. 
Toner 
p272–277 
Published online: December 2, 2016 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2017 Volume 52, Issue 3, p263-416, e67-e94  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  

[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 107, Issue 3 (March 2017)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 

[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
February 2017; 96 (2)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 4 March 2017) 
[No new content] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2017; volume 2, issue 1 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajicjournal.org/article/S0196-6553%2816%2930962-2/fulltext
http://www.ajicjournal.org/article/S0196-6553%2816%2930962-2/fulltext
http://www.ajicjournal.org/article/S0196-6553%2816%2931001-X/fulltext
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 4 March 2017) 
Research article 
Clinical trials from the patient perspective: survey in an online patient community  
Developing new medicines relies on the successful conduct of clinical trials. As trial protocols 
become more arduous, it becomes harder to recruit and retain patient volunteers, although 
recent efforts such as OMERACT and I-SPY2 show that partnering with patients can be 
beneficial. We sought to describe drivers and barriers to trial participation, as well as condition-
specific trial preferences. 
Pronabesh DasMahapatra, Priya Raja, Jeremy Gilbert and Paul Wicks 
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:166  
Published on: 27 February 2017 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 4 March 2017) 
Research article 
Knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors of parents towards varicella and its vaccination  
The aims of this cross-sectional survey were to examine the knowledge, the attitudes, and the 
behavior regarding the varicella infection and its vaccination and to get insight into their 
determinants among par... 
Luigi Vezzosi, Gabriella Santagati and Italo F. Angelillo 
BMC Infectious Diseases 2017 17:172  
Published on: 27 February 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
The aims of this cross-sectional survey were to examine the knowledge, the attitudes, and the 
behavior regarding the varicella infection and its vaccination and to get insight into their 
determinants among parents of children in Italy. 
Methods 
From May to June 2015 in the geographic area of Naples (Italy) a random sample of 675 
parents of children aged 4-7 years received a self-administered anonymous questionnaire about 
socio-demographic characteristics, knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors towards varicella and its 
vaccination. 
Results 
A total of 414 parents responded to the questionnaire, for a response rate of 61.3%. A history 
of varicella was reported in 163 children (39.6%). Only 26.6% parents knew that the vaccine 
was available and the number of doses and this knowledge was significantly higher in those 
who had a university degree, in those who had received information on the vaccination from a 
health care provider, and in those who had vaccinated their child. The perceived utility towards 
vaccination had a mean value of 5.7. The positive attitude towards the utility of the vaccination 
was higher in parents with a level of education not higher than middle school, in those who had 
vaccinated their child, in those who considered the varicella a dangerous disease, and in those 
who had received information from a health care provider. More than one-third had vaccinated 
their child. Immunization was more frequent in parents who had knowledge about the 
vaccination, who beliefs that the immunization was useful, who believed that the disease was 
not dangerous, and who had not a history of varicella among their children. 
Conclusions 
Educational programs are needed among parents as support to improve knowledge about 
vaccination and immunization coverage. 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2090-x
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-017-2247-6
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BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 4 March 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 4 March 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 4 March 2017) 
Research article 
A decade of progress providing safe abortion services in Ethiopia: results of national 
assessments in 2008 and 2014  
Ethiopia has one of the highest maternal mortality ratios in the world (420 per 100,000 live 
births in 2013), and unsafe abortion continues to be one of the major causes. To reduce deaths 
and disabilities from... 
Yohannes Dibaba, Sally Dijkerman, Tamara Fetters, Ann Moore, Hailemichael Gebreselassie, 
Yirgu Gebrehiwot and Janie Benson 
Published on: 4 March 2017 
 
Research article 
Impact of the roll out of comprehensive emergency obstetric care on institutional 
birth rate in rural Nepal  
Increasing institutional births rates and improving access to comprehensive emergency obstetric 
care are central strategies for reducing maternal and neonatal deaths globally. While some 
studies show women con... 
Sheela Maru, Alex Harsha Bangura, Pooja Mehta, Deepak Bista, Lynn Borgatta, Sami Pande, 
David Citrin, Sumesh Khanal, Amrit Banstola and Duncan Maru 
Published on: 4 March 2017 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 4 March 2017) 
Research article 
Policy perspectives on post pandemic influenza vaccination in Ghana and Malawi  
Evanson Z. Sambala and Lenore Manderson 
BMC Public Health 2017 17:227  
Published on: 28 February 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
In the late 1990s, in the context of renewed concerns of an influenza pandemic, countries such 
as Ghana and Malawi established plans for the deployment of vaccines and vaccination 
strategies. A new pandemic was declared in mid-June 2009, and by April 2011, Ghana and 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-017-1266-z
http://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-017-1266-z
http://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-017-1267-y
http://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-017-1267-y
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-017-4058-5
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Malawi vaccinated 10% of the population. We examine the public health policy perspectives on 
vaccination as a means to prevent the spread of infection under post pandemic conditions. 
Methods 
In-depth interviews were conducted with 46 policymakers (Ghana, n = 24; Malawi, n = 22), 
identified through snowballing sampling. Interviews were supplemented by field notes and the 
analysis of policy documents. 
Results 
The use of vaccination to interrupt the pandemic influenza was affected by delays in the 
procurement, delivery and administration of vaccines, suboptimal vaccination coverage, refusals 
to be vaccinated, and the politics behind vaccination strategies. More generally, rolling-out of 
vaccination after the transmission of the influenza virus had abated was influenced by 
policymakers’ own financial incentives, and government and foreign policy conditionality on 
vaccination. This led to confusion about targeting and coverage, with many policymakers 
justifying that the vaccination of 10% of the population would establish herd immunity and so 
reduce future risk. Ghana succeeded in vaccinating 2.3 million of the select groups (100% 
coverage), while Malawi, despite recourse to force, succeeded only in vaccinating 1.15 million 
(74% coverage of select groups). For most policymakers, vaccination coverage was perceived 
as successful, despite that vaccination delays and coverage would not have prevented infection 
when influenza was at its peak. 
Conclusions 
While the vaccination strategy was problematic and implemented too late to reduce the effects 
of the 2009 epidemic, policy makers supported the overall goal of pandemic influenza 
vaccination to interrupt infection. In this context, there was strong support for governments 
engaging in contracts with pharmaceutical companies to ensure the timely supply of vaccines, 
and developing well-defined guidelines to address vaccination delays, refusals and coverage. 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 4 March 2017) 
Research article 
Utilization of outreach immunization services among children in Hoima District, 
Uganda: a cluster survey  
The global vaccine action plan 2011–2020 was endorsed by 194 states to equitably extend the 
benefits of immunization to all people. However, gaps in vaccination coverage remain in 
developing countries such as Uganda. One of the strategies used to tackle existing inequities is 
implementation of outreach immunization services to deliver services to those with poor 
geographical access. However, reports of inconsistent use of these services prevail; therefore 
understanding the factors associated with use of these services is critical for improving service 
delivery. This study examined the factors associated with utilization of outreach immunization 
services among children aged 10–23 months in Hoima District, Uganda. 
Paul Oryema, Juliet N. Babirye, Charles Baguma, Peter Wasswa and David Guwatudde 
BMC Research Notes 2017 10:111  
Published on: 27 February 2017 
 
 
BMJ Open 
March 2017 - Volume 7 - 3 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
http://bmcresnotes.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13104-017-2431-1
http://bmcresnotes.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13104-017-2431-1
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
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Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 95, Number 3, March 2017, 165-240 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/3/en/ 
Research 
Risk of microcephaly after Zika virus infection in Brazil, 2015 to 2016 
Thomas Jaenisch, Kerstin Daniela Rosenberger, Carlos Brito, Oliver Brady, Patrícia Brasil & 
Ernesto TA Marques 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.178608 
 
Research 
Hepatitis B vaccination timing: results from demographic health surveys in 47 
countries 
Aparna Schweitzer, Manas K Akmatov & Gérard Krause 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.178822 
Objective 
To examine the impact of hepatitis B vaccination schedules and types of vaccines on hepatitis B 
vaccination timing. 
Methods 
We used data for 211 643 children from demographic and health surveys in 47 low- and 
middle-income countries (median study year 2012). Data were from vaccination cards and 
maternal interviews. We grouped countries according to the vaccination schedule and type of 
vaccine used (monovalent or combination). For each country, we calculated hepatitis B 
vaccination coverage and timely receipt of vaccine doses. We used multivariable logistic 
regression models to study the effect of vaccination schedules and types on vaccination delay. 
Findings 
Substantial delays in vaccination were observed even in countries with fairly high coverage of all 
doses. Median delay was 1.0 week (interquartile range, IQR: 0.3 to 3.6) for the first dose 
(n = 108 626 children) and 3.7 weeks (IQR: 1.4 to 9.3) for the third dose (n = 101  542). We 
observed a tendency of lower odds of delays in vaccination schedules starting at 6 and at 
9 weeks of age. For the first vaccine dose, we recorded lower odds of delays for combination 
vaccines than for monovalent vaccines (adjusted odds ratio, aOR: 0.76, 95% confidence 
interval, CI: 0.71 to 0.81). 
Conclusion 
Wide variations in hepatitis B vaccination coverage and adherence to vaccination schedules 
across countries underscore the continued need to strengthen national immunization systems. 
Timely initiation of the vaccination process might lead to timely receipt of successive doses and 
improved overall coverage. We suggest incorporating vaccination timing as a performance 
indicator of vaccination programmes to complement coverage metrics. 
 
Research 
Assessing the quality of primary care in Haiti 
Anna D Gage, Hannah H Leslie, Asaf Bitton, J Gregory Jerome, Roody Thermidor, Jean Paul 
Joseph & Margaret E Kruk 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.179846 
Objective 
To develop a composite measure of primary care quality and apply it to Haiti’s primary care 
system. 
Methods 
Using the Primary Health Care Performance Initiative’s framework, we defined four domains of 
primary care service delivery: (i) accessible care; (ii) effective service delivery; (iii) management 

http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/3/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/bulletin/volumes/95/3/16-178608-ab/en/index.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.178608
http://www.who.int/entity/bulletin/volumes/95/3/16-178822-ab/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/bulletin/volumes/95/3/16-178822-ab/en/index.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.178822
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/3/16-179846-ab/en/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.179846
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and organization; and (iv) primary care functions. We gave each primary care facility in Haiti a 
quality score for each domain and overall, with poor, fair and good quality indicated by scores 
of 0.00–0.49, 0.50–0.74 and 0.75–1.00, respectively. We quantified access and effective access 
to primary care as the proportions of the population within 5 km of any primary care facility and 
a good facility, respectively. 
Findings 
Of the 786 primary care facilities in Haiti in 2013, only 332 (43%) facilities were classified as 
good for accessible care. Fewer facilities were classified as good in the domains of effective 
service delivery (30; 4%), management and organization (91; 12%) and primary care functions 
(43; 5%). Although about 91% of the population lived within 5 km of a primary care facility, 
only an estimated 23% of the entire population – including just 5% of the rural population – 
had access to primary care of good quality. 
Conclusion 
Despite an extensive network of health facilities, a minority of Haitians had access to a primary 
care facility of good quality. Such facilities were especially scarce in rural areas. Similar 
systematic analyses of the quality of primary care could inform national efforts to strengthen 
health systems. 
 
SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS 
Pre-exposure rabies prophylaxis: a systematic review 
Jocelyn A Kessels, Sergio Recuenco, Ana Maria Navarro-Vela, Raffy Deray, Marco Vigilato, 
Hildegund Ertl, David Durrheim, Helen Rees, Louis H Nel, Bernadette Abela-Ridder & Deborah 
Briggs 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.173039  
Objective 
To review the safety and immunogenicity of pre-exposure rabies prophylaxis (including 
accelerated schedules, co-administration with other vaccines and booster doses), its cost–
effectiveness and recommendations for use, particularly in high-risk settings. 
Methods 
We searched the PubMed, Centre for Agriculture and Biosciences International, Cochrane 
Library and Web of Science databases for papers on pre-exposure rabies prophylaxis published 
between 2007 and 29 January 2016. We reviewed field data from pre-exposure prophylaxis 
campaigns in Peru and the Philippines. 
Findings 
Pre-exposure rabies prophylaxis was safe and immunogenic in children and adults, also when 
co-administered with routine childhood vaccinations and the Japanese encephalitis vaccine. The 
evidence available indicates that shorter regimens and regimens involving fewer doses are safe 
and immunogenic and that booster intervals could be extended up to 10 years. The few studies 
on cost suggest that, at current vaccine and delivery costs, pre-exposure prophylaxis campaigns 
would not be cost-effective in most situations. Although pre-exposure prophylaxis has been 
advocated for high-risk populations, only Peru and the Philippines have implemented 
appropriate national programmes. In the future, accelerated regimens and novel vaccines could 
simplify delivery and increase affordability. 
Conclusion 
Pre-exposure rabies prophylaxis is safe and immunogenic and should be considered: (i) where 
access to postexposure prophylaxis is limited or delayed; (ii) where the risk of exposure is high 
and may go unrecognized; and (iii) where controlling rabies in the animal reservoir is difficult. 
Pre-exposure prophylaxis should not distract from canine vaccination efforts, provision of 
postexposure prophylaxis or education to increase rabies awareness in local communities. 
 
LESSONS FROM THE FIELD 

http://www.who.int/entity/bulletin/volumes/95/3/16-173039-ab/en/index.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.173039
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Adapting Nepal’s polio eradication programme 
Krishna P Paudel, Lee M Hampton, Santosh Gurung, Rajendra Bohara, Indra K Rai, Sameer 
Anaokar, Rachel D Swift & Stephen Cochi 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.173674  
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
March 2017  Volume 43, Issue 2  Pages 161–321 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
February 2017 Volume 39, Issue 2, p231-450  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/issue/S0149-2918(17)X0002-7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
November/December 2016  Volume 21, Issue S2  Pages 1–642 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 4 March 2017] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
April 2017 - Volume 30 - Issue 2  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
December 2016  Volume 16, Issue 3  Pages 121–180 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-3/issuetoc 
Special Issue: Ethics of Health Systems Research in Low and Middle Income 
Countries 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 24, Number 8 
http://www.developmentinpractice.org/journals/volume-24-number-8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 

http://www.who.int/entity/bulletin/volumes/95/3/16-173674-ab/en/index.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.16.173674
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.2/issuetoc
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/issue/S0149-2918(17)X0002-7
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-3/issuetoc
http://www.developmentinpractice.org/journals/volume-24-number-8
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January 2017  Volume 35, Issue 1  Pages 1–133 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 12, Issue 3, 2017  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 11 - Issue 1 - February 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
January 2017  Volume 41, Issue 1  Pages 1–208 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
February 2017, Volume 34, Issue 2  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 23, Number 3—March 2017 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 17,   In Progress   (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1 
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 145 - Issue 4 - March 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-1/issuetoc
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-1/issuetoc
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue
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Original Papers 
Factors associated with influenza vaccine uptake in older adults living in the 
community in Singapore  
L. W. ANG, J. CUTTER, L. JAMES, K. T. GOH 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0950268816002491 
Published online: 08 December 2016, pp. 775-786 
Abstract 
In Singapore, influenza vaccination is recommended for persons at higher risk of complications 
of seasonal influenza, including those with chronic medical conditions and the elderly 

(individuals aged ⩾65 years). We investigated the factors associated with influenza vaccine 
uptake based on a nationally representative sample of community-dwelling adults aged >50 
years. The data for this study were obtained from the National Health Surveillance Survey 
(NHSS) 2013. The association between influenza vaccine uptake and socio-demographic and 
health-related variables was analysed using univariable and multivariable logistic regression 
models. Of 3700 respondents aged ⩾50 years in the NHSS, 15·2% had received seasonal 

influenza vaccination in the past year. Older age, single marital status and economic inactivity 
were the socio-demographic variables independently associated with vaccine uptake. Health-
related factors which were predictive of influenza vaccine uptake were sufficient total physical 
activity, better self-rated health, having at least one medical condition at risk of influenza 
complications and a regular family doctor/general practitioner. Influenza vaccine uptake in 
community-dwelling older adults was low. Our findings are of relevance in the formulation of 
public health policies and targeted health promotion strategies to increase vaccine uptake in 
this population group. 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Winter 2016 (Issue 30.4) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/winter-2016-issue-30-4/ 
Features 
Trials as Messages of Justice: What Should Be Expected of International Criminal 
Courts? 
Tim Meijers, Marlies Glasius | December 14, 2016  
   After more than a decade of work, the accomplishments of the International Criminal Court 
are highly contested. In this article, the authors ask, what can and should we expect from 
international criminal courts? How can international trial and punishment constitute a suitable 
response to episodes of mass violence? 
 
Self-Interest and the Distant Vulnerable 
Luke Glanville | September 15, 2016  
   What interests do states have in assisting and protecting vulnerable populations beyond their 
borders? Today, confronted as we are with civil wars, mass atrocities, and humanitarian 
catastrophes that have cost the lives of hundreds of thousands of civilians and generated the 
displacement of sixty million more, this question is as urgent as it has ever been. 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 27, Issue 1, 1 February 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/1A166D368366654B7B8F7158A3443390
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/1A166D368366654B7B8F7158A3443390
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=L.%20JAMES&eventCode=SE-AU
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0950268816002491
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/winter-2016-issue-30-4/
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/trials-as-messages-of-justice-what-should-be-expected-of-international-criminal-courts/
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/trials-as-messages-of-justice-what-should-be-expected-of-international-criminal-courts/
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/self-interest-distant-vulnerable/
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/1
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Food Policy 
Volume 68,   In Progress   (April 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/66 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
February 2017, Issue 1, Pages 1-192  
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/1/page/1 
Original Paper 
The role of wild edible plants in household food security among transitioning 
hunter-gatherers: evidence from the Philippines  
Homervergel G. Ong, Young-Dong Kim 
 
Original Paper 
Sustainable intensification options for smallholder maize-based farming systems in 
sub-Saharan Africa  
Klaus J. Droppelmann, Sieglinde S. Snapp, Stephen R. Waddington 
 
Original Paper 
Potential determinants of food security among refugees in the U.S.: an examination 
of pre- and post- resettlement factors  
Danielle L. Nunnery, Jigna M. Dharod 
 
Conference Report 
Roads to interdisciplinarity – working at the nexus among food systems, nutrition 
and health  
F. Picchioni, E. Aurino, L. Aleksandrowicz, M. Bruce, S. Chesterman… 
1st annual Agriculture, Nutrition and Health (ANH) Academy Week, Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), 20–
24 June 2016 
Introduction 
   The development agenda over the next 15 years will be framed by the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), of which more than half relate either directly or indirectly to the 
agricultural sector, highlighting its importance in economic growth and development of low- and 
middle-income countries (LMICs) (FAO 2015). It is therefore imperative that agricultural 
systems are better understood, so that they may be strengthened and optimised to deliver 
outcomes in line with the SDGs. The interface between agriculture, nutrition and health is 
particularly multifaceted and complex, and the development of successful strategies will require 
an integrated and multi-sectoral approach (Dorward and Dangour 2012; Jones and Ejeta 2016). 
   ‘Agri-health’ is an evolving paradigm seeking to unify research approaches and methodologies 
between agriculture and health. Research within the field encapsulates a broad range of 
disciplines, locations and actors, and aligns these into a common research agenda. In doing so, 
agri-health aims to transcend barriers imposed by the longstanding institutional and disciplinary 
silos. Much progress has been made in recent years in this regard (Harris et al. 2013; Kanter et 
al. 2014; Picchioni et al. 2015). However, more coordinated efforts are required to generate 
consensus and target strategic priorities amongst the many existing information gaps (Webb 
and Kennedy 2014). Understanding the linkages between complex issues such as globalisation, 
climate change, food systems, and evolving burdens of malnutrition is central to agri-health 
research. 
   The Leverhulme Centre for Integrative Research on Agriculture and Health (LCIRAH) was 
created in 2010 with a key focus on agri-health interdisciplinary research. LCIRAH includes 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/66
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/1/page/1
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-016-0630-6
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-016-0630-6
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Homervergel+G.+Ong%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Young-Dong+Kim%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-016-0636-0
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-016-0636-0
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Klaus+J.+Droppelmann%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Sieglinde+S.+Snapp%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Stephen+R.+Waddington%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-016-0637-z
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-016-0637-z
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Danielle+L.+Nunnery%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Jigna+M.+Dharod%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0658-2
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0658-2
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22F.+Picchioni%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22E.+Aurino%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22L.+Aleksandrowicz%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22M.+Bruce%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22S.+Chesterman%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0658-2#CR7
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0658-2#CR5
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0658-2#CR14
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0658-2#CR11
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0658-2#CR15
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0658-2#CR16
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-017-0658-2#CR18
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experts from across the member colleges of the University of London: the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), and 
the Royal Veterinary College (RVC)… 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 44, Issue 1, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 10, Issue 1, Spring 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
December 2016 | Volume 4 | Issue 4   
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 12, 2017   Issue 3   
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 4 March 2017] 
Research 
Intervention mapping to address social and economic factors impacting indigenous 
people’s health in Suriname’s interior region  
Daniel Peplow and Sarah Augustine 
Globalization and Health 2017 13:11  
Published on: 1 March 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
Previous studies found that while internationally financed economic development projects 
reduced poverty when measured in terms of per capita GDP, they also caused indigenous 
people to become disassociated, impoverished and alienated minorities whose health status has 
declined to unacceptable lows when measured in terms of mercury poisoning and the 
burgeoning rate of suicide. In this study, we developed a needs assessment and a policy-
oriented causal diagram to determine whether the impaired health of the people in this region 
was at least partially due to the role the country has played within the global economy. 
Specifically, could the health and well-being of indigenous people in Suriname be understood in 
terms of the foreign investment programs and economic development policies traceable to the 
Inter-American Development Bank’s Suriname Land Management Project. 
Methods 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0238-4
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0238-4
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Interviews took place from 2004 through 2015 involving stakeholders with an interest in public 
health and economic development. A policy-oriented causal diagram was created to model a 
complex community health system and weave together a wide range of ideas and views 
captured during the interview process. 
Results 
Converting land and resources held by indigenous people into private ownership has created an 
active market for land, increased investment and productivity, and reduced poverty when 
measured in terms of per capita GDP. However, it has also caused indigenous people to become 
disassociated, impoverished and alienated minorities whose health status has declined to 
unacceptable lows. 
While the effects of economic development programs on the health of vulnerable indigenous 
communities are clear, the governance response is not. The governance response appeared to 
be determined less by the urgency of the public health issue or by the compelling logic of an 
appropriate response, and more by competing economic interests and the exercise of power. 
Conclusion 
The health and well-being of the indigenous Wayana in Suriname’s interior region is at least 
partially due to the role the country has played within the global economy. Specifically, the 
health and well-being of indigenous people in Suriname can be understood to be a result of 
foreign development bank-funded projects that drive the government of Suriname to trade land 
and natural resources on the global market to manage their country’s balance of payments. 
 
 
Health Affairs  
February 2017; Volume 36, Issue 2  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: The Work/Health Relationship 
[No digest content identified] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 18, Issue 2, December 2016 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Section: Universal Health Coverage and Human Rights 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 12 - Issue 1 - January 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 31 Issue 4 March 2017  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 4 March 2017] 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current
http://www.hhrjournal.org/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
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Research 
Pathways to research impact in primary healthcare: What do Australian primary 
healthcare researchers believe works best to facilitate the use of their research 
findings?  
Primary healthcare researchers are under increasing pressure to demonstrate measurable and 
lasting improvement in clinical practice and healthcare policy as a result of their work. It is 
therefore important to... 
Richard L. Reed, Ellen McIntyre, Eleanor Jackson-Bowers and Libby Kalucy 
Health Research Policy and Systems 2017 15:17  
Published on: 2 March 2017 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 39, Number 1, February 2017 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35792 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 68   January 2017 
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-innovation/ 
The crisis in South Sudan  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 6, No 1 (2016) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15 
IDRiM Conference Special Issue Articles 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 4 March 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 4 March 2017]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 9, Issue 1   1 January 2017 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 

http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0179-7
http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0179-7
http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-017-0179-7
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35792
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-innovation/
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
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Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 4, No 3 (2017)  March 2017 
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/21 
Original Research Articles 
Is mothers’ knowledge and practice regarding childhood immunization compliant 
with immunization completeness? 
Nafeha Sameen Siddiqui, Arvind K. Gaikwad, Bina M. Kuril, Rajendra T. Ankushe, Mohan K. 
Doibale, Sandeep B. Pund, Purushottam Kumar 
Abstract 
Background: Immunization is one of the most effective, safest and efficient public health 
interventions. Despite the concrete efforts of government and other health agencies, a large 
proportion of vulnerable infants and children in India remain unimmunized. In order to improve 
immunization coverage, factors such as knowledge, attitude and practices of parents/caretakers 
are known to contribute to success or failure of immunization program. The aim of present 
study is to assess the knowledge and practice of mothers with respect to immunization 
completeness of their child. 
Methods: This is a descriptive cross sectional study involving 364 mothers attending 
immunization OPD in Government Medical College, Aurangabad, Maharashtra, India during 
month of September till December 2015. 
Results: 78.5% children were completely immunized as per date. 57.97% of the study 
population was found to have adequate knowledge-practice scores. A significant association of 
immunization completeness with KP scores of mothers (p<0.05) was found. 
Conclusions: Future efforts are required to improve immunization rate and parents' knowledge 
and practice. 
 
Original Research Articles 
Assessment of under-five immunization coverage among the population of slum 
areas in Mangalore taluk, India 
Saurabh Kumar, Sudhir Prabhu, Arun P. Jose, Sowmya Bhat, Oliver D. Souza, Narayana V. 
Abstract 
Background: Immunization coverage is better in urban than rural areas. However, we anticipate 
and argue that within the urban areas disparities and inequities persist in immunization 
coverage and that the socioeconomically disadvantaged, particularly those who reside in slum 
areas are more vulnerable and may contribute to the lower uptake of immunization. The 
objectives of the study were to assess the under-five immunization coverage amongst the 
households in slums of Mangalore taluk and to identify determinants of full immunization uptake 
among under 5 in the slums population and to know the reasons for non-immunization or 
partial immunization of children. 
Methods: Community Based Cross sectional study was conducted in the notified slum areas of 
Mangalore during August-November 2015. Information was collected from the parents 
regarding vaccination of their children and sociodemographic variables using a semi-structured 
interview schedule. 
Results: 88 (57.7%) of under 5 children were fully immunized, 62 (41.3%) were partially 
immunized in the slum areas of Mangalore, Karnataka, India. Mean age of the children in our 
study was found to be 35.15 months. Immunization coverage was found to be associated with 

http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/2
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/21
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/article/view/518
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/article/view/518
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/article/view/523
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/article/view/523
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the presence of immunization card, occupation of mother, knowledge about universal 
immunization programme (UIP), knowledge about protection offered by vaccines. 
Conclusions: Unfortunately, the immunization coverage was found to be very bad in the slum 
areas of Mangalore city, Karnataka, India. There is an urgent need to ensure that regular health 
education sessions are conducted. Secondly, slum areas should be the target of RCH 
programme with special focus on immunization related activities e.g. ensuring that all 
households with children should have immunization cards, as the slum areas remain the 
neglected section of the society due to various reasons.  
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 20, Pages 1-162 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/20 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 45 Issue 5 October 2016  
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
Volume 53, Supplement, p1-176  - December 2016  
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(16)X0011-2 
International Meeting on Emerging Diseases and Surveillance (IMED) 2016 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 24, 2017 - Issue 2 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Winter 2016  Volume 50, Issue 4  Pages 825–1076, e50–e65 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-4/issuetoc \ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
March 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 1  
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
Current affairs  
Importance of supporting survivors through a mental health and psychosocial 
support lens to ensure justice: a case study of girls who were raped and abused in a 
childcare home in Nepal 
Guragain, Bhushan; Ghimire, Lajina 
doi: 10.1097/WTF.0000000000000141 
Current affairs 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/20
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(16)X0011-2
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-4/issuetoc%20/
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/03000/Importance_of_supporting_survivors_through_a.2.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/03000/Importance_of_supporting_survivors_through_a.2.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/03000/Importance_of_supporting_survivors_through_a.2.aspx
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Abstract 
This field report from Nepal highlights the importance of mental health and psychosocial 
support in ensuring justice for survivors of sexual violence and abuse. It solidifies how 
psychosocial support can help to improve the low rate of reporting of sexual violence and lead 
to higher rates of convictions of perpetrators. The Centre for Victims of Torture Nepal has 
supported more than 150 survivors of torture, conflict and rape to receive justice in the courts 
through a holistic approach with mental health and psychosocial support at its core. The 
organisation is presently pursuing four new cases of child sexual abuse, occurring after the 25 
April 2015 earthquake, with a similar approach. Challenges remain in providing justice to 
survivors of violence, but supporting the survivors through a mental health and psychosocial 
support lens helps to mitigate these challenges, as highlighted by this case study. 
 
Current affairs  
Addressing gender based violence and psychosocial support among South Sudanese 
refugee settlements in northern Uganda 
Mogga, Rose  
Intervention . 15(1):9-16, March 2017.  
Abstract: 
This personal reflection describes how the nongovernmental organisation, TPO Uganda, tried to 
expand an existing programme providing psychosocial support to survivors of sexual gender 
based violence in refugee camps in Adjumani District to Bidibidi in Yumbe District, Uganda with 
an enormous group of new refugees from South Sudan. It describes the kind of (sexual) gender 
based violence the refugee girls and women experience, how staff try to find these women and 
provide support through using cognitive behavioural treatment therapy for trauma intervention. 
The author gives voice to the women who went through this intervention and shows the 
challenges staff experience in supporting new resettlements of more than 200,000 people since 
opening in August 2016. 
 
Articles  
Ethics for global mental health specialists 
Cherepanov, Elena  
Intervention . 15(1):17-33, March 2017.  
Abstract: 
Global mental health work is an emerging specialisation that focuses on serving culturally 
diverse populations around the world. International mental health providers often work in the 
settings with complex needs where they are confronted with mass trauma and human suffering. 
This places special demands on making independent, responsible, competent and ethical 
decisions in often unique circumstances. Exposure to both the incomprehensible failure of 
humanity and the incredible resilience of impacted populations forces professionals to re-
examine their convictions and beliefs. This, in turn, opens an opportunity for profound 
existential discoveries about the world, their profession and themselves. This paper argues that 
humanitarian principles and strategic guidelines for psychosocial intervention provides the 
conceptual framework and operational guidance for mental health specialists to navigate ethical 
and moral conundrums in response to pressing humanitarian psychosocial needs, and to do this 
in a moral, professional, consistent and collaborative way. Further, serving vulnerable 
populations calls for higher standards of self-awareness and self-care (Williams, 2012), with 
safety an imperative and burnout prevention key to professional competencies. 
 
Syria: coping mechanisms utilised by displaced refugee parents caring for their 
children in pre-resettlement contexts 
El-Khani, Aala; Ulph, Fiona; Peters, Sarah; More  

http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/03000/Addressing_gender_based_violence_and_psychosocial.3.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/03000/Addressing_gender_based_violence_and_psychosocial.3.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/03000/Ethics_for_global_mental_health_specialists.4.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/03000/Syria___coping_mechanisms_utilised_by_displaced.5.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/03000/Syria___coping_mechanisms_utilised_by_displaced.5.aspx
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Intervention . 15(1):34-50, March 2017.  
 
Refugee and staff experiences of psychotherapeutic services: a qualitative 
systematic review 
Karageorge, Aspasia; Rhodes, Paul; Gray, Rebecca; More  
Intervention . 15(1):51-69, March 2017.  
Abstract: 
While the need for psychotherapeutic services for refugees is well documented, little is known 
about the acceptability and validity of these approaches, especially from refugee and staff 
perspectives. Qualitative studies of user experience provide critical insight into the utility of 
current service approaches, and is both clinically and ethically indicated. Therefore, a systematic 
review of client and provider experiences of psychotherapeutic services is presented (11 
studies), combining thematic synthesis and meta-ethnographic approaches. Key concepts to 
achieving acceptable care were: mutual understanding, addressing complex needs, discussing 
trauma and cultural competence. Each concept was enabled, or hindered, by a set of related 
themes. Results found that while practical assistance and advocacy are important to refugee 
clients, these aspects of care should remain rooted in therapeutic processes of mutual 
understanding, narrative continuity and self-empowerment through self-efficacy. Further, more 
ethically rigorous research is still needed in this critical area. 
  
 
JAMA  
February 28, 2017, Vol 317, No. 8, Pages 783-880  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Linking Immunization Status and Eligibility for Welfare and Benefits PaymentsThe 
Australian “No Jab, No Pay” Legislation 
Y. Tony Yang, ScD, LLM, MPH; David M. Studdert, LLB, ScD, MPH  
  The recent outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases have refocused attention on the threat 
posed by unvaccinated and undervaccinated individuals.1 Governments around the world have 
responded by strengthening laws and policies directed at increasing vaccination rates. The 
standard menu of options includes education and information initiatives, incentives, and 
mandates; these may be directed at the general public, health care organizations, or 
practitioners. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
February 1, 2017, Vol 171, No. 2, Pages 101-204  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
February 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 2  
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 42, Issue 1, February 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/42/1/page/1 

http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/03000/Refugee_and_staff_experiences_of_psychotherapeutic.6.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/03000/Refugee_and_staff_experiences_of_psychotherapeutic.6.aspx
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2605810
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2605810
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2605810#jvp170006r1
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/42/1/page/1
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Original Paper 
HIV-Related Risk Behaviors Among Labor Migrants, Their Wives and the General 
Population in Nepal  
Subash Thapa, Deependra Kaji Thapa, Anne Buve, Karin Hannes… 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2017: Volume 7 Issue 1 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 125, Pages 1-104 (March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/123 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Journal of Environmental Management 
Volume 189, Pages 1-168 (15 March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797/189 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
March 2017 - Volume 71 - 3 
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
Theme Issue: Refugee Crisis: The Borders of Human Mobility 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Infectious Diseases (JGID)  
January – March 2017  Vol 9  Issue 1  Pages 1-37 
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 28, Number 1, February 2017 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35850 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 3, Issue 1, 2017 

http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10900-016-0251-1
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10900-016-0251-1
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Subash+Thapa%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Deependra+Kaji+Thapa%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Anne+Buve%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Karin+Hannes%22
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/123
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797/189
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35850
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http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
Resolving Data Wars: New Thoughts About Establishing Trafficking Prevalence 
Introduction to the Special Issue  
Returning Trafficking Prevalence to the Public Policy Debate: Introduction to the 
Special Issue 
Jody Raphael 
Pages 1-20 | Published online: 22 Feb 2017 
ABSTRACT 
The clandestine nature of trafficking for sexual exploitation has prevented the development of 
reputable prevalence data, resulting in warring factions and battles over data that have 
hindered efforts to focus on combating trafficking. Articles in this special issue address the 
problem by discussing data sources and research practices that could help break the log jam. 
This introduction explains the policy agendas behind the prevalence wars. It also describes the 
many recent policy battles around legalization/decriminalization of the sex-trade industry that 
have broken out in the past few years in the European Union, Canada, Scotland, and the United 
Kingdom, where competing data assertions have been prevalent. Policy proposals made in 
advance of adequate knowledge about trafficking for sexual exploitation make new and better 
research a high priority. 
 
Article 
Estimating the Trafficked Population: Public-Health Research Methodologies May Be 
the Answer 
Pages: 21-38 
Published online: 22 Feb 2017 
Lisa Fedina & Bruce R. DeForge 
 
Article 
Using U.S. Law-Enforcement Data: Promise and Limits in Measuring Human 
Trafficking 
Pages: 39-60 
Published online: 01 Mar 2017 
Amy Farrell & Jessica Reichert 
 
Article 
What Counts as Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation? How Legal Methods Can 
Improve Empirical Research 
Pages: 61-80 
Published online: 23 Feb 2017 
Michelle Madden Dempsey 
 
  
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 7 Issue 1  
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/7/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 19, Issue 2, April 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/19/2/page/1 
Original Paper 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23322705.2017.1280314
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23322705.2017.1280314
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2017.1280316
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2017.1280316
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Fedina%2C+Lisa
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/DeForge%2C+Bruce+R
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2017.1280324
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2017.1280324
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Farrell%2C+Amy
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Reichert%2C+Jessica
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2017.1280325
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2017.1280325
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Dempsey%2C+Michelle+Madden
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/7/1
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/19/2/page/1
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Rapid Weight Gain in Pediatric Refugees after US Immigration  
Brad G. Olson, Yonatan Kurland… 
 
Original Paper 
Predictors of Obesity Among Nigerian Immigrants in the United States  
Olawunmi Obisesan, Wen-Hung Kuo, Michael Brunet… 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 15, Issue 1, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 215, Issue 2  15 January 2017 
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
March 2017  Volume 29, Issue 2  Pages 157–283 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v29.2/issuetoc 
Review Article 
The Role of ICT Use in SMEs Towards Poverty Reduction: A Systematic Literature 
Review (pages 159–197) 
Busisiwe Mbuyisa and Awie Leonard 
Version of Record online: 18 NOV 2016 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.3258 
Abstract 
The purpose of this study is to review the literature on the relationship between information 
and communication technology (ICT), small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and poverty 
reduction. The first dimension looks at the role of ICT use in SMEs. The second dimension 
investigates how the use of ICTs by SMEs can enable poverty reduction. A systematic literature 
review methodology is rigorously employed to analyse the literature in order to reach 
conclusions. In addition, this study meticulously captures some important gaps in the current 
literature and proposes novel future directions of research. This paper concludes that ICTs can 
be used as a tool for driving socio-economic development, such as poverty reduction, by SMEs. 
A systematic literature review on the interaction between ICT use by SMEs and poverty 
reduction, as conducted in this study, has not been undertaken before. This study will benefit 
scholars, business owners, government and non-government agencies that focus on the 
development of the SME sector to understand the role of ICT use in SMEs to enable 
development and poverty reduction. 
 
Research Articles 
International Multilateral Assistance for Socio-Economic Development of the 
Poorest Countries of South-East Asia (pages 249–258) 
Yuriy Zaytsev 
Version of Record online: 18 MAR 2014 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.2999 
 
Research Articles 

http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-016-0461-8
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Brad+G.+Olson%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Yonatan+Kurland%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-016-0404-4
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Olawunmi+Obisesan%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Wen-Hung+Kuo%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Michael+Brunet%22
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v29.2/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.3258/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.3258/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.2999/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.2999/full
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Social Efficiency in Microfinance Institutions: Identifying How to Improve It (pages 
259–280) 
Jorge Gutierrez-Goiria, Leire San-Jose and Jose Luis Retolaza 
Version of Record online: 5 AUG 2016 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.3239 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
March 2017 - Volume 43 - 3 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
Editorials 
Introduction: Special Issue on the Ethics of Incentives in Healthcare  
Anca Gheaus, Verina Wild 
   This special issue is the result of a conference organised by Verina Wild and Anca Gheaus, at 
the Ludwig-Maximilians University of Munich in December 2014. The conference addressed 
normative issues raised by the use of incentive mechanisms to promote better health, and 
included papers by most contributors to this special issue. So far, the normative discussion on 
health incentives focussed on questions of autonomy, paternalism, motivation and 
responsibility. This resulting special issue responds to a need to expand the normative analysis 
of such measures to other issues of justice, which have so far been largely ignored. 
   Recent policies and programmes in health prevention tend to appeal to, and encourage, 
individual responsibility with respect to lifestyle choices. One way of advancing this goal is via 
schemes that provide individuals with incentives to live healthy lives. For example, individuals 
may be offered discounted health insurance rates if they adopt healthy lifestyles or be given 
vouchers to purchase healthy food or to use fitness centres. Such programmes often use so-
called ‘nudging’ mechanisms, meant to motivate people without coercively interfering with their 
private choices and to improve health outcomes without overregulating the market for products 
that are detrimental to health. They also raise many normative questions… 
 
Public health ethics 
Paper: Paying for antiretroviral adherence: is it unethical when the patient is an 
adolescent?  
Justin Healy, Rebecca Hope, Jacqueline Bhabha, Nir Eyal 
 
Which strings attached: ethical considerations for selecting appropriate 
conditionalities in conditional cash transfer programmes  
Carleigh B Krubiner, Maria W Merritt 
 
Paper: Solidarity, justice and unconditional access to healthcare  
Anca Gheaus 
 

 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volumes 47–48, Pages 1-98 (November 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 4, Issue 1 (2017)  
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.3239/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.3239/full
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
http://jme.bmj.com/content/43/3/138
http://jme.bmj.com/content/43/3/145
http://jme.bmj.com/content/43/3/145
http://jme.bmj.com/content/43/3/167
http://jme.bmj.com/content/43/3/167
http://jme.bmj.com/content/43/3/177
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/
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Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 5 Issue 4 March 2017  
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
February 2017 Volume 181, p1-334  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 37, Issue 4, December 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/41271/37/4/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
01 February 2017; volume 14, issue 127 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 24, Issue 2, March/April 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/24/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Mar 04, 2017 Volume 389 Number 10072 p881-982  e3  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Syndemics: health in context 
The Lancet 
Syndemics, as a new Series published in today's Lancet details, is a conceptual framework for 
understanding diseases or health conditions that arise in populations and that are exacerbated 
by the social, economic, environmental, and political milieu in which a population is immersed. 
A syndemic, or synergistic epidemic, is more than a convenient portmanteau or a synonym for 
comorbidity. The hallmark of a syndemic is the presence of two or more disease states that 
adversely interact with each other, negatively affecting the mutual course of each disease 
trajectory, enhancing vulnerability, and which are made more deleterious by experienced 
inequities. 
 
Perhaps the most unique feature of the syndemic approach to understanding various disease 
states and the way in which they cluster is the emphasis on the situation and circumstances in 
which individuals live. In other words, syndemics fundamentally rely on context. When 
introduced in the 1990s by medical anthropologist Merrill Singer, the notion of a syndemic was 

http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.jpeds.com/current
http://link.springer.com/journal/41271/37/4/page/1
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/24/2
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)30640-2/fulltext
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used to describe the interactions among substance abuse, violence, and AIDS (SAVA), that had 
become a full-blown health crisis in Hartford, CT, USA. While investigating HIV prevention in 
drug users, researchers took notice of the constellation of elements that impinged on risk, 
structural factors such as lack of housing and poverty, and social aspects such as stigma and 
lack of support systems—all reinforcing the disease burden. 
 
The observation that these factors did not merely exist in parallel, but were intertwined and 
cumulative, offered a branch point for clinical medicine and public health interventions. These 
fields have made appreciable strides in recognising that interventions for combating and 
treating disease must take a more multifactorial tack, nevertheless there exists a great need 
and opportunity to more widely apply the principles of the syndemic approach. In the years 
since SAVA was identified, there have been other syndemics described that include HIV/AIDS as 
a component, such as the HIV–malnutrition–food insecurity syndemic in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Alternatively, other existing and emerging syndemics centre on non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) such as VIDDA (violence, immigration, depression, type 2 diabetes, and abuse) in 
women who have emigrated to the USA from Mexico. 
 
Whether communicable diseases or NCDs, or set in high-income countries or low-income and 
middle-income countries (LMICs), there are similar forces at work that can perpetuate or 
accelerate existing syndemics. Specifically, rapid changes can precipitate conditions conducive 
to developing syndemics. For example, globalisation patterns have quickly and fundamentally 
changed dietary patterns in LMICs by increasing access to high-calorie foods and processed 
carbohydrates, radically increasing the proportion of individuals with type 2 diabetes. Changes 
in political and economic conditions, and relatedly the breakdown of protective health measures 
or infrastructure, can induce differentially and additive detrimental effects on specific 
populations. 
 
The political and public health changes underway in the USA are especially worrisome in their 
potential for spurring a new wave of unforeseen health crises. The VIDDA syndemic may serve 
as a harbinger of sorts for other potential immigrant health-related syndemics because of the 
current uncertainty around immigration policy. After the executive order issued on Jan 25, 
2017, immigration enforcement has pushed many people who were previously at low risk for 
deportation into an uneasy and unwelcome spotlight. Several major news outlets have reported 
recently that health-care centres have already noted a downturn in the number of immigrant 
patients keeping appointments for chronic conditions such as diabetes and hypertension. It is 
well documented that Hispanic patients are less likely to seek medical attention than are other 
ethnic groups, but in the wake of an already precarious climate for Mexican immigrants, the 
emerging accounts highlight an even greater vulnerability because of new political threats. 
From a clinical perspective, applying a syndemic approach is novel and valuable for expanding 
the focus from why a patient has a poor outcome (eg, dysregulated blood sugar) to what other 
factors are contributing. 
 
Although there may be little that clinical practitioners and public health interventionists can do 
about the presence of social and political circumstances that might negatively affect health, the 
syndemic framework allows for the potential to mitigate those effects by appreciating the 
complex nature of certain diseases and conditions and for addressing the array of factors that 
give rise to them. In the pursuit of practising more socially conscious medicine, syndemics 
suggest that context is key. 
 
Editorial 
Research matters: challenges of replication 

http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)30641-4/fulltext
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The Lancet 
Summary 
   Scientific progress builds on an ever-accumulating body of evidence gathered over 
generations, and is deeply rooted in tenets of reliability and reproducibility. Last week, in 
Nature, Jeffery Mogil and Malcolm Macleod proposed a new framework that aims to instil 
greater confidence in research, calling for findings from basic research laboratories to be 
validated by a definitive preclinical trial before testing in human beings. 
   In their article, Mogil and Macleod highlight concerns of a so-called reproducibility crisis in 
scientific research. And they are by no means the first. In 2016, results of a brief online 
questionnaire of over 1500 basic science researchers published in Nature revealed that as many 
as 90% of those surveyed agreed that there was a reproducibility crisis in science. The 
Reproducibility Project: Cancer Biology aims to independently reproduce published results of 
high profile studies in cancer biology. In January this year, eLife published findings from the 
first five replication studies, some of which showed mixed results. 
   Such endeavours should be applauded for their intentions to ensure dissemination of robust 
findings in a culture often driven by fierce competition for publications and funding. But use of 
the term crisis over-generalises complex issues that are specific to highly intricate biological 
systems—such terminology could dangerously undermine public confidence in science and 
researchers. In an era when alternative facts are presented as truth, and lines between fact and 
fiction are increasingly blurred, trust in research integrity must be reaffirmed and defended. 
Replicating studies is important, but to conclude that a failure to reproduce specific findings is 
failed science oversimplifies the problem. Novel research is, by nature, exploratory and diverse, 
and variations exist between experimental sites and individuals. Prescriptive regulation of 
scientific thought and processes that stifle creativity under a guise of enforcing reliability could 
ultimately impede discovery and advancement. Stakeholders, including funders, publishers, 
industry, and academics must enter a dialogue to establish nuanced solutions to improve 
transparency, accountability, and reporting of research. 
 
Series 
Syndemics 
Syndemics and the biosocial conception of health 
Merrill Singer, Nicola Bulled, Bayla Ostrach, Emily Mendenhall 
Summary 
The syndemics model of health focuses on the biosocial complex, which consists of interacting, 
co-present, or sequential diseases and the social and environmental factors that promote and 
enhance the negative effects of disease interaction. This emergent approach to health 
conception and clinical practice reconfigures conventional historical understanding of diseases 
as distinct entities in nature, separate from other diseases and independent of the social 
contexts in which they are found. Rather, all of these factors tend to interact synergistically in 
various and consequential ways, having a substantial impact on the health of individuals and 
whole populations. Specifically, a syndemics approach examines why certain diseases cluster 
(ie, multiple diseases affecting individuals and groups); the pathways through which they 
interact biologically in individuals and within populations, and thereby multiply their overall 
disease burden, and the ways in which social environments, especially conditions of social 
inequality and injustice, contribute to disease clustering and interaction as well as to 
vulnerability. In this Series, the contributions of the syndemics approach for understanding both 
interacting chronic diseases in social context, and the implications of a syndemics orientation to 
the issue of health rights, are examined. 
 
Syndemics 

http://www.nature.com/news/no-publication-without-confirmation-1.21509
http://www.nature.com/news/1-500-scientists-lift-the-lid-on-reproducibility-1.19970
http://www.nature.com/news/1-500-scientists-lift-the-lid-on-reproducibility-1.19970
https://elifesciences.org/collections/reproducibility-project-cancer-biology
https://elifesciences.org/collections/reproducibility-project-cancer-biology
http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)30003-X/fulltext
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Non-communicable disease syndemics: poverty, depression, and diabetes among 
low-income populations 
Emily Mendenhall, Brandon A Kohrt, Shane A Norris, David Ndetei, Dorairaj Prabhakaran 
Summary 
The co-occurrence of health burdens in transitioning populations, particularly in specific 
socioeconomic and cultural contexts, calls for conceptual frameworks to improve understanding 
of risk factors, so as to better design and implement prevention and intervention programmes 
to address comorbidities. The concept of a syndemic, developed by medical anthropologists, 
provides such a framework for preventing and treating comorbidities. The term syndemic refers 
to synergistic health problems that affect the health of a population within the context of 
persistent social and economic inequalities. Until now, syndemic theory has been applied to 
comorbid health problems in poor immigrant communities in high-income countries with limited 
translation, and in low-income or middle-income countries. In this Series paper, we examine the 
application of syndemic theory to comorbidities and multimorbidities in low-income and middle-
income countries. We employ diabetes as an exemplar and discuss its comorbidity with HIV in 
Kenya, tuberculosis in India, and depression in South Africa. Using a model of syndemics that 
addresses transactional pathophysiology, socioeconomic conditions, health system structures, 
and cultural context, we illustrate the different syndemics across these countries and the 
potential benefit of syndemic care to patients. We conclude with recommendations for research 
and systems of care to address syndemics in low-income and middle-income country settings. 
 
Syndemics 
Syndemic vulnerability and the right to health 
Sarah S Willen, Michael Knipper, César E Abadía-Barrero, Nadav Davidovitch 
Summary 
Investigators working both in syndemics, a field of applied health research with roots in medical 
anthropology, and in the field of health and human rights recognise that upstream social, 
political, and structural determinants contribute more to health inequities than do biological 
factors or personal choices. Syndemics investigates synergistic, often deleterious interactions 
among comorbid health conditions, especially under circumstances of structural and political 
adversity. Health and human rights research draws on international law to argue that all people 
deserve access not only to health care, but also to the underlying determinants of good health. 
Taking the urgent matter of migrant health as an empirical focus, we juxtapose the fields of 
syndemics and health and human rights, identify their complementarities, and advocate for a 
combined approach. By melding insights from these fields, the combined syndemics/health and 
human rights approach advanced here can provide clinicians and other key stakeholders with 
concrete insights, tools, and strategies to tackle the health inequities that affect migrants and 
other vulnerable groups by: (1) mapping the effect of social, political, and structural 
determinants on health; (2) identifying opportunities for upstream intervention; and (3) working 
collaboratively to tackle the structures, institutions, and processes that cause and exacerbate 
health inequities. Undergirding this approach is an egalitarian interpretation of the right to 
health that differs from narrow legalistic and individual interpretations by insisting that all 
people are equal in worth and, as a result, equally deserving of protection from syndemic 
vulnerability. 
 
Viewpoint 
Co-occurring epidemics, syndemics, and population health 
Alexander C Tsai, Emily Mendenhall, James A Trostle, Ichiro Kawachi 
Summary 
As originally theorised, three concepts underlie the notion of a syndemic: disease concentration, 
disease interaction, and the large-scale social forces that give rise to them.1,2 The concept of 

http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)30402-6/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)30402-6/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)30261-1/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2817%2930403-8/fulltext
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disease concentration holds that two or more epidemics co-occur in particular temporal or 
geographical contexts due to harmful social conditions. This aspect of the theory of syndemics 
is not necessarily what makes its contribution distinctive. For example, anthropologists have 
long called attention to the manner in which large-scale political, economic, and cultural forces 
have given rise to clustered epidemics of various infectious diseases, most prominently HIV and 
tuberculosis;3–5 and the theory of fundamental causes highlights the roles of these forces in 
driving concentrated health disadvantage. 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Mar 2017 Volume 5 Number 3 e229-e369  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
Articles 
Socioeconomic status and non-communicable disease behavioural risk factors in 
low-income and lower-middle-income countries: a systematic review 
Luke Allen, Julianne Williams, Nick Townsend, Bente Mikkelsen, Nia Roberts, Charlie Foster, 
Kremlin Wickramasinghe 
 
First estimates of the global and regional incidence of neonatal herpes infection 
Katharine J Looker, Amalia S Magaret, Margaret T May, Katherine M E Turner, Peter Vickerman, 
Lori M Newman, Sami L Gottlieb 
 
Immunity duration of a recombinant adenovirus type-5 vector-based Ebola vaccine 
and a homologous prime-boost immunisation in healthy adults in China: final report 
of a randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled, phase 1 trial 
Jing-Xin Li, Li-Hua Hou, Fan-Yue Meng, Shi-Po Wu, Yue-Mei Hu, Qi Liang, Kai Chu, Zhe Zhang, 
Jun-Jie Xu, Rong Tang, Wen-Juan Wang, Pei Liu, Jia-Lei Hu, Li Luo, Rong Jiang, Feng-Cai Zhu, 
Wei Chen 
 
Community resource centres to improve the health of women and children in 
informal settlements in Mumbai: a cluster-randomised, controlled trial 
Neena Shah More, Sushmita Das, Ujwala Bapat, Glyn Alcock, Shreya Manjrekar, Vikas Kamble, 
Rijuta Sawant, Sushma Shende, Nayreen Daruwalla, Shanti Pantvaidya, David Osrin 
 
Levels and trends in contraceptive prevalence, unmet need, and demand for family 
planning for 29 states and union territories in India: a modelling study using the 
Family Planning Estimation Tool 
Jin Rou New, Niamh Cahill, John Stover, Yogender Pal Gupta, Leontine Alkema 
 
Effectiveness of the 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine against invasive 
pneumococcal disease in South African children: a case-control study 
Cheryl Cohen, Claire von Mollendorf, Linda de Gouveia, Sarona Lengana, Susan Meiring, 
Vanessa Quan, Arthermon Nguweneza, David P Moore, Gary Reubenson, Mamokgethi Moshe, 
Shabir A Madhi, Brian Eley, Ute Hallbauer, Heather Finlayson, Sheeba Varughese, Katherine L 
O'Brien, Elizabeth R Zell, Keith P Klugman, Cynthia G Whitney, Anne von Gottberg for the South 
African IPD Case-Control Study Group 
 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Mar 2017 Volume 17 Number 3 p237-348  e70-e106  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
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Articles 
Mortality in children diagnosed with tuberculosis: a systematic review and meta-
analysis 
Helen E Jenkins, Courtney M Yuen, Carly A Rodriguez, Ruvandhi R Nathavitharana, Megan M 
McLaughlin, Peter Donald, Ben J Marais, Mercedes C Becerra 
 
Serotype-specific effectiveness of 23-valent pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine 
against pneumococcal pneumonia in adults aged 65 years or older: a multicentre, 
prospective, test-negative design study 
Motoi Suzuki, Bhim Gopal Dhoubhadel, Tomoko Ishifuji, Michio Yasunami, Makito Yaegashi, 
Norichika Asoh, Masayuki Ishida, Sugihiro Hamaguchi, Masahiro Aoshima, Koya Ariyoshi, 
Konosuke Morimoto on behalf of the Adult Pneumonia Study Group-Japan (APSG-J) 
 
Spread of yellow fever virus outbreak in Angola and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo 2015–16: a modelling study 
Moritz U G Kraemer, Nuno R Faria, Robert C Reiner Jr, Nick Golding, Birgit Nikolay, Stephanie 
Stasse, Michael A Johansson, Henrik Salje, Ousmane Faye, G R William Wint, Matthias Niedrig, 
Freya M Shearer, Sarah C Hill, Robin N Thompson, Donal Bisanzio, Nuno Taveira, Heinrich H 
Nax, Bary S R Pradelski, Elaine O Nsoesie, Nicholas R Murphy, Isaac I Bogoch, Kamran Khan, 
John S Brownstein, Andrew J Tatem, Tulio de Oliveira, David L Smith, Amadou A Sall, Oliver G 
Pybus, Simon I Hay, Simon Cauchemez 
Open Access 
 
Series 
Dengue 
Disease and economic burdens of dengue 
Marcia C Castro, Mary E Wilson, David E Bloom 
 
Dengue 
Prevention and control of dengue—the light at the end of the tunnel 
Tikki Pang, Tippi K Mak, Duane J Gubler 
 
Dengue 
Dengue: knowledge gaps, unmet needs, and research priorities 
Leah C Katzelnick, Josefina Coloma, Eva Harris 
e88 
 
Personal View 
Epidemic arboviral diseases: priorities for research and public health 
Annelies Wilder-Smith, Duane J Gubler, Scott C Weaver, Thomas P Monath, David L Heymann, 
Thomas W Scott 
 
 
Lancet Public Health 
Feb 2017 Volume 2 Number 2 e56-e120  
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
  
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 21, Issue 2, February 2017 
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http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/21/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 37, Issue 2, February 2017  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 543 Number 7643 pp8-144  2 March 2017 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial 
Data on movements of refugees and migrants are flawed 
Accurate and timely information on the flow of people is crucial for policymaking and apolitical 
interpretations. 
[See Week in Review above for full text] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
February 2017, Volume 23 No 2 pp137-264 
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v23/n2/index.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
March 2, 2017  Vol. 376 No. 9 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Review Article 
The Changing Face of Clinical Trials: Informed Consent 
C. Grady and Others 
   This multipart review provides an overview of innovative approaches to improving and 
expanding the informed consent process for researchers and participants, along with short 
essays covering specific areas of innovation. 
 
Special Report 
Conflicts of Interest for Patient-Advocacy Organizations 
M.S. McCoy and Others 
Share: 
   In this examination of 104 large patient-advocacy organizations, 83% receive financial 
support from drug, device, and biotechnology companies, and industry executives often serve 
on governing boards. The authors recommend more transparency about industry involvement. 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 46, Issue 1, February 2017  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/21/2/page/1
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
http://www.nature.com/doifinder/10.1038/543005b
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v23/n2/index.html
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra1603773
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsr1610625
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
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Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
OxMo Vol. 6, No. 2 
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pediatrics  
March 2017, VOLUME 139 / ISSUE 3 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/3?current-issue=y 
Articles 
Poverty and Trends in Three Common Chronic Disorders  
For asthma, attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), and autism spectrum disorder 
(ASD), the objectives were to (1) describe the percent increases in prevalence and comorbidity 
and how these vary by poverty status, and (2) examine the extent to which poverty status is a 
predictor of higher than average comorbid conditions. 
Christian D. Pulcini, Bonnie T. Zima, Kelly J. Kelleher, Amy J. Houtrow 
Pediatrics Mar 2017, 139 (3) e20162539; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2016-2539  
 
Articles 
Incentive-based Intervention to Maintain Breastfeeding Among Low-income Puerto 
Rican Mothers  
Contingent cash incentives significantly increased breastfeeding through 6-month postpartum 
among WIC-enrolled Puerto Rican mothers; however, no significant differences between the 
study groups were observed on exclusive breastfeeding rate and infant outcomes. Larger-scale 
studies are warranted to examine efficacy, implementation potential, and cost-effectiveness. 
Yukiko Washio, Mara Humphreys, Elisa Colchado, Maria Sierra-Ortiz, Zugui Zhang, Bradley N. 
Collins, Linda M. Kilby, Donna J. Chapman, Stephan T. Higgins, Kimberly C. Kirby 
Pediatrics Mar 2017, 139 (3) e20163119; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2016-3119  
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 35, Issue 2, February 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/35/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 4 March 2017] 
The Demand for Disaster Microinsurance for Small Businesses in Urban Slums: The 
Results of Surveys in Three Indian Cities 
March 1, 2017 · Research Article  
Background: Small informal businesses make up the core markets for many poor urban 
communities, providing essential goods, services, and livelihoods. Many of these communities 
and businesses exist in hazardous locations. In most cases, these business owners do not have 
access to proper coping mechanisms including risk transfer and lack resilience to shocks. Access 
to risk-transfer in the form of insurance for these small businesses is extremely limited. This 
demand survey is the first phase of an intervention to test disaster microinsurance for these 
businesses. Previous research has examined the demand for and value of microinsurance to 
protect poor households but not micro- and medium-sized informal urban businesses. 

http://oxmofm.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/FINAL-OXMO-FULL-COPY-v.2.pdf
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Objective: This study investigates knowledge about and demand for microinsurance among 
small informal business owners in three different cities of India. 
Methods: Survey of all informal business owners (n=4919) identified through purposive 
sampling of the most vulnerable in three proposed study sites: Guwahati in Assam (n=1622), 
Puri in Odisha (n=1551) and Cuddalore in Tamil Nadu (n=1746). 
Results: Our findings reflect that while small business owners largely did not know about 
disaster microinsurance, after describing it, a vast majority wanted to subscribe to such a 
program. Without it, they often rely on personal savings, forgo basic necessities, or take out 
costly loans that trap them in debt to cope with disasters. 
Discussion: This research supports the need for more experiments on actual adoption patterns, 
feasibility studies, and innovative trial programs by governments, non-governmental 
organizations, and insurance providers. 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
[Accessed 4 March 2017] 
Research Article  
Vaccine Hesitancy: In Search of the Risk Communication Comfort Zone 
March 3, 2017 ·  
Introduction: This paper reports the findings of a national online survey to parents of children 
aged 5 and younger. The objectives of the study were to assess parental understanding of 
childhood immunizations, identify sources of information that they trust for vaccine-related 
content, assess where parents with young children stand on the key issues in the public debate 
about vaccination, and identify which risk communication messages are most effective for 
influencing the behaviours of vaccine hesitant parents. 
Methods: A total of 1,000 surveys (closed and open-ended questions) were administered in 
November 2015 using the Angus Reid Forum Panel, a key consumer panel consisting of 
approximately 150,000 Canadian adults aged 18 and older, spread across all geographic regions 
of Canada. 
Results: Approximately 92% of the Canadian parents surveyed consider vaccines safe and 
effective, and trust doctors and public health officials to provide timely and credible vaccine-
related information. However, a concerning number of them either believe or are uncertain 
whether there is a link between vaccines and autism (28%), worry that vaccines might seriously 
harm their children (27%), or believe the pharmaceutical industry is behind the push for 
mandatory immunization (33%). Moreover, despite the common assumption that social media 
are becoming the go-to source of health news and information, most parents still rely on 
traditional media and official government websites for timely and credible information about 
vaccines and vaccine preventable diseases, particularly during community-based disease 
outbreaks. Finally, parents reported high levels of support for pro-vaccine messaging that has 
been demonstrated in previous research to have little to no positive impact on behaviour 
change, and may even be counterproductive. 
Discussion: The study’s results are highly relevant in a context where public health officials are 
expending significant resources to increase rates of childhood immunization and combat vaccine 
hesitancy. The data offer insight into where parents stand on the political and public debate 
about mandatory vaccination, what aspects of vaccine science remain uncertain to them, which 
media and institutional sources they use and trust to navigate the health information 
environment, how they look for information and whom they trust during periods of health 
emergency or crisis, and which communication strategies are considered most effective in 
persuading vaccine hesitant parents to immunize their children. 
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PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 4 March 2017)  
Perspective 
The potential benefit of scaling up malaria prevention to reduce low birth weight in 
Africa  
James G. Beeson, Julie A. Simpson  
Perspective | published 28 Feb 2017 P  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002244  
 
Perspective 
Hope for HIV control in southern Africa: The continued quest for a vaccine  
Linda-Gail Bekker, Glenda E. Gray  
Perspective | published 28 Feb 2017 P  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002241  
   … The findings of the HVTN 702 trial have the potential to be a great leap in HIV prevention 
research, with vaccine efficacy results anticipated in early 2021. But, even if efficacious, a 
paramount challenge will be getting the vaccine out of the laboratory and to those people who 
need it most—particularly, difficult-to-reach populations in low- and middle-income countries. 
Notably, the cost of vaccine manufacturing will play a large role, as developing countries are 
already having to make tough decisions regarding optimal funding of HIV prevention and 
treatment programs. If a vaccine is at best only partially efficacious, the correct combination of 
preventative measures will need to be explored, likely on a population-specific basis, and 
choices made. From current predictions, however, a safe vaccine of even modest efficacy could 
be the game changer necessary to close the HIV prevention gap. 
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 4 March 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 4 March 2017]  
Research Article  
Epidemiology of pediatric surgical needs in low-income countries  
Elissa K. Butler, Tu M. Tran, Neeraja Nagarajan, Joseph Canner, Anthony T. Fuller, Adam 
Kushner, Michael M. Haglund, Emily R. Smith, on behalf of the SOSAS 4 Country Research 
Group  
Research Article | published 03 Mar 2017 P  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0170968  
Abstract 
Objective 
According to recent estimates, at least 11% of the total global burden of disease is attributable 
to surgically-treatable diseases. In children, the burden is even more striking with up to 85% of 
children in low-income and middle-income countries (LMIC) having a surgically-treatable 
condition by age 15. Using population data from four countries, we estimated pediatric surgical 
needs amongst children residing in LMICs. 
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Methods 
A cluster randomized cross-sectional countrywide household survey (Surgeons OverSeas 
Assessment of Surgical Need) was done in four countries (Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Nepal and 
Uganda) and included demographics, a verbal head to toe examination, and questions on 
access to care. Global estimates regarding surgical need among children were derived from 
combined data, accounting for country-level clustering. 
Results 
A total of 13,806 participants were surveyed and 6,361 (46.1%) were children (0–18 years of 
age) with median age of 8 (Interquartile range [IQR]: 4–13) years. Overall, 19% (1,181/6,361) 
of children had a surgical need and 62% (738/1,181) of these children had at least one unmet 
need. Based on these estimates, the number of children living with a surgical need in these four 
LMICs is estimated at 3.7 million (95% CI: 3.4, 4.0 million). The highest percentage of unmet 
surgical conditions included head, face, and neck conditions, followed by conditions in the 
extremities. Over a third of the untreated conditions were masses while the overwhelming 
majority of treated conditions in all countries were wounds or burns. 
Conclusion 
Surgery has been elevated as an “indivisible, indispensable part of health care” in LMICs and 
the newly formed 2015 Sustainable Development Goals are noted as unachievable without the 
provision of surgical care. Given the large burden of pediatric surgical conditions in LMICs, 
scale-up of services for children is an essential component to improve pediatric health in LMICs. 
 
Assessments of global drivers of vaccine hesitancy in 2014—Looking beyond safety 
concerns  
Melanie Marti, Monica de Cola, Noni E. MacDonald, Laure Dumolard, Philippe Duclos  
Research Article | published 01 Mar 2017 P  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0172310  
 
HPV vaccine knowledge and acceptability among Peruvian men who have sex with 
men and transgender women: A pilot, qualitative study  
Jerome T. Galea, Emmi Monsour, César R. Nureña, Magaly M. Blas, Brandon Brown  
Research Article | published 28 Feb 2017 P  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0172964  
 
 
PLoS Pathogens 
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/ 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 4 March 2017]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 32 - Issue 1 - February 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Preventive Medicine 
Volume 96, Pages 1-164 (March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/96 
Original Research Article 
Predictors of differences in health services utilization for children in Nigerian 
communities 
Pages 67-72 
Victor T. Adekanmbi, Sulaimon T. Adedokun, Sian Taylor-Phillips, Olalekan A. Uthman, Aileen 
Clarke 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
10 February 2016; volume 283, issue 1824 
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1824?current-issue=y 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 9, Issue 3  November 2016 

http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 132, Issue 2, March/April 2017  
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
Volume 27, Issue 4, March 2017  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: Chronicity 
“Reconstructing a Sense of Self” 
Trauma and Coping Among Returned Women Survivors of Human Trafficking in 
Vietnam 
PhuongThao D. Le 
Abstract 
Survivors of human trafficking who return to their community of origin must cope with the 
trauma they experienced as victims as well as the conditions that contributed to their trafficking 
vulnerabilities. In this article, I examine the psychosocial adjustment process among women 
survivors of trafficking who returned to Vietnam. Supplemented by participation observation, 
thematic analysis of in-depth interviews with survivors revealed that throughout the trafficking 
process, the women experienced multiple abuses and changes in relationships and 
environments. The women coped by navigating a process of “reconstructing a sense of self,” 
seeking congruence between their self-understandings and the changing contextual factors 
while exhibiting three main coping strategies: regulating emotional expression and thought, 
creating opportunities within constraints, and relating to cultural schemas. The findings 
underscore the importance of considering contextual factors such as cultural norms and societal 
values in efforts to assist trafficked survivors reintegrate into their communities. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/96
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S009174351630439X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S009174351630439X
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1824?current-issue=y
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1049732316646157
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1049732316646157
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1049732316646157
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1049732316646157
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First Published March 1, 2017; pp. 509–519 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 35 Issue 4 March 2017  
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 4 March 2017]  
Research 
The health status of adolescents in Ecuador and the country’s response to the need 
for differentiated healthcare for adolescents  
Adolescents face a range of health problems but many barriers block their access to health 
services, and in particular to sexual and reproductive health services. The objective of this study 
was to assess the ... 
Joar Svanemyr, Susana Guijarro, Betzabe Butron Riveros and Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli 
Reproductive Health 2017 14:29  
Published on: 28 February 2017 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
Recently Published Articles -  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
January 2017  Volume 37, Issue 1 Pages 1–192 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
03 March 2017  Vol 355, Issue 6328 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial 
Evolving policy with science 
By R. Alta Charo, Richard O. Hynes 
Science03 Mar 2017 : 889  
Summary 

http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
http://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-017-0294-5
http://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-017-0294-5
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-1/issuetoc
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/355/6328/889
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/355/6328/889
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Albert Schweitzer, physician and Nobel laureate, wrote: “The first step in the evolution of ethics 
is a sense of solidarity with other human beings.” The evolution of U.S. policy governing 
heritable human germline modification reflects this observation, and a “Human Genome Editing” 
consensus study committee of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences and National Academy of 
Medicine (NAM) concluded last month that clinical trials for heritable editing, under strict 
regulations, may eventually be permissible for parents hoping to prevent serious diseases in 
their children. 
 
Policy Forum 
The need for a translational science of democracy 
By Michael A. Neblo, William Minozzi, Kevin M. Esterling, Jon Green, Jonathon Kingzette, David 
M. J. Lazer 
Science03 Mar 2017 : 914-915 Restricted Access 
The political science community should focus on how to foster the health of democracy 
Summary 
The bitterly factious 2016 U.S. presidential election campaign was the culmination of several 
trends that, taken together, constitute a syndrome of chronic ailments in the body politic. 
Ironically, these destructive trends have accelerated just as science has rapidly improved our 
understanding of them and their underlying causes. But mere understanding is not sufficient to 
repair our politics. The challenge is to build a translational science of democracy that maintains 
scientific rigor while actively promoting the health of the body politic. 
 
Persistent effects of pre-Columbian plant domestication on Amazonian forest 
composition 
By C. Levis, F. R. C. Costa, F. Bongers, M. Peña-Claros, C. R. Clement, A. B. Junqueira, E. G. 
Neves, E. K. Tamanaha, F. O. G. Figueiredo, R. P. Salomão, C. V. Castilho, W. E. Magnusson, O. 
L. Phillips, J. E. Guevara, D. Sabatier, J.-F. Molino, D. Cárdenas López, A. M. Mendoza, N. C. A. 
Pitman, A. Duque, P. Núñez Vargas, C. E. Zartman, R. Vasquez, A. Andrade, J. L. Camargo, T. 
R. Feldpausch, S. G. W. Laurance, W. F. Laurance, T. J. Killeen, H. E. Mendonça Nascimento, J. 
C. Montero, B. Mostacedo, I. L. Amaral, I. C. Guimarães Vieira, R. Brienen, H. Castellanos, J. 
Terborgh, M. de Jesus Veiga Carim, J. R. da Silva Guimarães, L. de Souza Coelho, F. D. de 
Almeida Matos, F. Wittmann, H. F. Mogollón, G. Damasco, N. Dávila, R. García-Villacorta, E. N. 
H. Coronado, T. Emilio, D. de Andrade Lima Filho, J. Schietti, P. Souza, N. Targhetta, J. A. 
Comiskey, B. S. Marimon, B.-H. Marimon Jr., D. Neill, A. Alonso, L. Arroyo, F. A. Carvalho, F. C. 
de Souza, F. Dallmeier, M. P. Pansonato, J. F. Duivenvoorden, P. V. A. Fine, P. R. Stevenson, A. 
Araujo-Murakami, G. A. Aymard C., C. Baraloto, D. D. do Amaral, J. Engel, T. W. Henkel, P. 
Maas, P. Petronelli, J. D. Cardenas Revilla, J. Stropp, D. Daly, R. Gribel, M. Ríos Paredes, M. 
Silveira, R. Thomas-Caesar, T. R. Baker, N. F. da Silva, L. V. Ferreira, C. A. Peres, M. R. Silman, 
C. Cerón, F. C. Valverde, A. Di Fiore, E. M. Jimenez, M. C. Peñuela Mora, M. Toledo, E. M. 
Barbosa, L. C. de Matos Bonates, N. C. Arboleda, E. de Sousa Farias, A. Fuentes, J.-L. 
Guillaumet, P. Møller Jørgensen, Y. Malhi, I. P. de Andrade Miranda, J. F. Phillips, A. Prieto, A. 
Rudas, A. R. Ruschel, N. Silva, P. von Hildebrand, V. A. Vos, E. L. Zent, S. Zent, B. B. L. Cintra, 
M. T. Nascimento, A. A. Oliveira, H. Ramirez-Angulo, J. F. Ramos, G. Rivas, J. Schöngart, R. 
Sierra, M. Tirado, G. van der Heijden, E. V. Torre, O. Wang, K. R. Young, C. Baider, A. Cano, W. 
Farfan-Rios, C. Ferreira, B. Hoffman, C. Mendoza, I. Mesones, A. Torres-Lezama, M. N. U. 
Medina, T. R. van Andel, D. Villarroel, R. Zagt, M. N. Alexiades, H. Balslev, K. Garcia-Cabrera, T. 
Gonzales, L. Hernandez, I. Huamantupa-Chuquimaco, A. G. Manzatto, W. Milliken, W. P. 
Cuenca, S. Pansini, D. Pauletto, F. R. Arevalo, N. F. Costa Reis, A. F. Sampaio, L. E. Urrego 
Giraldo, E. H. Valderrama Sandoval, L. Valenzuela Gamarra, C. I. A. Vela, H. ter Steege 
Science03 Mar 2017 : 925-931 Restricted Access 
Editor’s Summary 

http://science.sciencemag.org/content/355/6328/914
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/355/6328/914
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/355/6328/925
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/355/6328/925
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/355/6328/925
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/355/6328/925
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The marks of prehistoric human societies on tropical forests can still be detected today. Levis et 
al. performed a basin-wide comparison of plant distributions, archaeological sites, and 
environmental data. Plants domesticated by pre-Columbian peoples are much more likely to be 
dominant in Amazonian forests than other species. Furthermore, forests close to archaeological 
sites often have a higher abundance and richness of domesticated species. Thus, modern-day 
Amazonian tree communities across the basin remain largely structured by historical human 
use. 
Abstract 
The extent to which pre-Columbian societies altered Amazonian landscapes is hotly debated. 
We performed a basin-wide analysis of pre-Columbian impacts on Amazonian forests by 
overlaying known archaeological sites in Amazonia with the distributions and abundances of 85 
woody species domesticated by pre-Columbian peoples. Domesticated species are five times 
more likely than nondomesticated species to be hyperdominant. Across the basin, the relative 
abundance and richness of domesticated species increase in forests on and around 
archaeological sites. In southwestern and eastern Amazonia, distance to archaeological sites 
strongly influences the relative abundance and richness of domesticated species. Our analyses 
indicate that modern tree communities in Amazonia are structured to an important extent by a 
long history of plant domestication by Amazonian peoples. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 174, Pages 1-228 (February 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/173 
Original Research Article 
Governance of global health research consortia: Sharing sovereignty and resources 
within Future Health Systems 
Pages 113-121 
Bridget Pratt, Adnan A. Hyder 
Abstract 
Global health research partnerships are increasingly taking the form of consortia that conduct 
programs of research in low and middle-income countries (LMICs). An ethical framework has 
been developed that describes how the governance of consortia comprised of institutions from 
high-income countries and LMICs should be structured to promote health equity. It 
encompasses initial guidance for sharing sovereignty in consortia decision-making and sharing 
consortia resources. This paper describes a first effort to examine whether and how consortia 
can uphold that guidance. Case study research was undertaken with the Future Health Systems 
consortium, performs research to improve health service delivery for the poor in Bangladesh, 
China, India, and Uganda. Data were thematically analysed and revealed that proposed ethical 
requirements for sharing sovereignty and sharing resources are largely upheld by Future Health 
Systems. Facilitating factors included having a decentralised governance model, LMIC partners 
with good research capacity, and firm budgets. Higher labour costs in the US and UK and the 
funder's policy of allocating funds to consortia on a reimbursement basis prevented full 
alignment with guidance on sharing resources. The lessons described in this paper can assist 
other consortia to more systematically link their governance policy and practice to the 
promotion of health equity. 
 
Original Research Article 
Dynamic axes of informed consent in Japan 
Pages 159-168 
Laura Specker Sullivan 
Abstract 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/173
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953616306578
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953616306578
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953616307110
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Scholarship in cross-cultural bioethics routinely frames Japanese informed consent in contrast to 
informed consent in North America. This contrastive analysis foregrounds cancer diagnosis 
disclosure and physician paternalism as unique aspects of Japanese informed consent that 
deviate from American practices. Drawing on in-depth interviews with 15 Japanese medical 
professionals obtained during fieldwork in Japan from 2013 to 15, this article complicates the 
informed consent discourse beyond East-West comparisons premised on Anglo-American ethical 
frameworks. It expands professional perspectives to include nurses, medical social workers, 
clinical psychologists, and ethicists and it addresses informed consent for a broad range of 
conditions in addition to cancer. The results suggest that division of affective labor is an under-
theorized dimension of informed consent that is perceived as at odds with principled demands 
for universal informed consent. These practical tensions are conceptualized as cultural 
differences, with Japan identified in terms of omakase as practical and supportive and the 
United States identified in terms of jiko kettei as principled and self-determining. These results 
have implications for the methodology of cross-cultural bioethics as well as for theories and 
practices of informed consent in both Japan and the United States. I conclude that responsible 
cross-cultural work in bioethics must begin from the ground up, incorporating all relevant 
stakeholder perspectives, attitudes, and experiences. 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 4 March 2017]  
Research Article  
Out of Reach: How Insecurity Prevents Humanitarian Aid from Accessing the 
Neediest 
Authors: Abby Stoddard, Shoaib Jillani, John Caccavale, Peyton Cooke, David Guillemois, Vassily 
Klimentov  
Abstract 
In a small number of crisis-affected countries, humanitarian organizations work amid active 
conflict and under direct threat of violence. This insecurity, reflected in rising aid worker 
casualty rates, significantly constrains humanitarian operations and hinders the ability of people 
in emergencies to access vital aid. Extensive field- based research in Afghanistan, southern 
Somalia, South Sudan and Syria measured humanitarian coverage (aid presence relative to the 
level of need) in each con- text to determine how this coverage is affected by insecurity. 
Results show that humanitarian operations are highly determined by security conditions, more 
than any other factor. As a result, coverage is uneven relative to need and appears politically 
skewed in favor of areas under control of Western-supported conflict parties. Additionally, 
humanitarian coverage in these war zones is even lower than it outwardly appears, as aid 
organizations tend to remain in the country (even after suffering attacks) but reduce and 
contract their field presence, adopting new, often suboptimal, means of programming.1  
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2017   Volume 15, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2017 
  Laws and programs designed to benefit vulnerable groups, such as the disabled or people of 
color, often end up benefiting all of society. From affirmative action to wheelchair friendly 
sidewalks, examples all around us show that investing in equity isn’t a zero-sum game. That’s 
the message of the cover story in the winter 2017 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review, 
“The Curb-Cut Effect,” by Angela Glover Blackwell. 
 [Reviewed earlier] 

http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles/10.5334/sta.506/
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles/10.5334/sta.506/
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2017
http://www.ssir.org/articles/entry/the_curb_cut_effect
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Sustainability 
Volume 9, Issue 3 (March 2017) 
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3 
Research 
Equity and the Conservation of Global Ecosystem Services  
by Marc D. Davidson 
Sustainability 2017, 9(3), 339; doi:10.3390/su9030339 
Received: 19 December 2016 / Accepted: 22 February 2017 / Published: 24 February 2017 
Abstract  
This article provides a first rough sketch of how to conceptualize countries’ present and 
historical contributions to the loss of global ecosystem services, i.e., ecosystem services of 
which the delivery is global and omnidirectional, and discusses the implications of questions 
concerning the international distribution of responsibilities. On the basis of limited empirical 
data about past and present land conversion, some first calculations suggest that keeping 
converted land in a converted state, thus preventing ecosystems recovery, may contribute more 
to current loss of global ecosystem services than new conversion of ecosystems. Moreover, 
many developing countries in the tropics may contribute more to the loss of global ecosystem 
services, in both absolute terms and per capita, than many developed countries in temperate 
zones. This would make finding an equitable arrangement for international allocation of 
responsibilities for biological conservation far more complex than for mitigating greenhouse gas 
emissions, raising new and challenging questions for normative theorists.  
 
Research 
Technological Approaches to Sustainable Agriculture at a Crossroads: An 
Agroecological Perspective  
by Miguel A. Altieri, Clara I. Nicholls and Rene Montalba 
Sustainability 2017, 9(3), 349; doi:10.3390/su9030349 
Received: 24 November 2016 / Revised: 22 February 2017 / Accepted: 23 February 2017 / 
Published: 27 February 2017 
Abstract  
Most efforts to improve agricultural production remain focused on practices driven by an 
intensification agenda and not by an agroecological one. Agroecology transcends the reformist 
notion of organic agriculture and sustainable intensification proponents who contend that 
changes can be achieved within the dominant agroindustrial system with minor adjustments or 
“greening” of the current neoliberal agricultural model. In the technological realm, merely 
modifying practices to reduce input use is a step in the right direction but does not necessarily 
lead to the redesign of a more self sufficient and autonomous farming system. A true 
agroecological technological conversion calls into question monoculture and the dependency on 
external inputs. Traditional farming systems provide models that promote biodiversity, thrive 
without agrochemicals, and sustain year-round yields. Conversion of conventional agriculture 
also requires major social and political changes which are beyond the scope of this paper. 
 
Rediscovering Rural Territories by Means of Religious Route Planning  
by Mara Balestrieri and Tanja Congiu 
Sustainability 2017, 9(3), 363; doi:10.3390/su9030363 
Received: 20 December 2016 / Revised: 16 February 2017 / Accepted: 22 February 2017 / 
Published: 2 March 2017 
Abstract  

http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3/339
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Marc%20D.%20Davidson&orcid=
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/su9030339
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3/349
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3/349
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Miguel%20A.%20Altieri&orcid=
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Clara%20I.%20Nicholls&orcid=
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Rene%20Montalba&orcid=
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/su9030349
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3/363
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Mara%20Balestrieri&orcid=
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Tanja%20Congiu&orcid=
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/su9030363
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Since ancient times, pilgrimages have been an important expression of faith because slow-
paced traveling, physical effort, and a closer relationship with nature favor introspection. 
Protecting pilgrimage routes means transforming them into a medium to rediscover and guide 
landscape development while avoiding possible speculative drifts. Such an approach is 
particularly important in rural areas often relegated to a marginal role in planning strategies, 
but frequently traversed by these itineraries. This paper deals with pilgrimage routes in Sardinia 
(Italy) and their chance to become an integral part of composite territorial infrastructures for 
triggering regeneration processes in rural areas. First, we introduce the topic with reference to 
planning literature and various case studies. Then, we select four pilgrimage itineraries that 
extend through different parts of the island, and compare them using a set of indicators 
regarding landscape, accessibility, visibility, equipment, planning, and management. A 
composite index has been developed to classify paths with respect to their potential to become 
part of a system of greenways, providing facilities and benefits to surrounding areas. The 
analysis highlights the strengths and weaknesses of local realities. It underlines factors, such as 
intrinsic characteristics of territories, local management, and decision-making circumstances, 
which affect trail potentialities to activate greenway projects to trace a new development 
perspective for rural areas 
 
Research 
Addressing the Knowledge Gaps in Agroecology and Identifying Guiding Principles 
for Transforming Conventional Agri-Food Systems  
by Angelina Sanderson Bellamy and Antonio A. R. Ioris 
Sustainability 2017, 9(3), 330; doi:10.3390/su9030330 
Received: 12 January 2017 / Revised: 10 February 2017 / Accepted: 16 February 2017 / 
Published: 23 February 2017 
Abstract  
Today’s society faces many challenges when it comes to food production: producing food 
sustainably, producing enough of it, distributing food, consuming enough calories, consuming 
too many calories, consuming culturally-appropriate foods, and reducing the amount of food 
wasted. The distribution of power within the current mainstream agri-food system is dominated 
by multinational agri-businesses that control the flow of goods and wealth through the system. 
This hegemony has implemented a regime whose structures reinforce its control. A growing 
response to the current agri-food regime is the rise of agroecology, in both developed and 
developing country contexts. This is not a new phenomenon, but it has evolved over time from 
its Latin American origins. However, agroecology is not a monolithic block and represents many 
different perceptions of what it means to advance agroecology and ways in which it can help 
today’s society tackle the crisis of the agri-food system. This paper addresses these sometimes 
discordant view points, as well as the gaps in our knowledge regarding agroecology in an effort 
to lay out some guiding principles for how we can move forward in transforming the current 
agri-food system to achieve sustainability and a more equitable distribution of power and 
resources. 
 
 
TORTURE Journal 
2016   Volume 26 - No. 3 
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/publications#volume_26 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
November-December, 2016   Volume 14, Issue 6  

http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3/330
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3/330
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Angelina%20Sanderson%20Bellamy&orcid=
http://www.mdpi.com/search?authors=Antonio%20A.%20R.%20Ioris&orcid=0000-0003-0156-2737
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/su9030330
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/publications#volume_26
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http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
March 2017  Volume 22, Issue 3  Pages 253–369 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-3/issuetoc 
Original Articles 
Profile and reintegration experience of Ebola survivors in Guinea: a cross-sectional 
study (pages 254–260) 
Alexandre Delamou, Bienvenu Salim Camara, Jean Pe Kolie, Achille Diona Guemou, Nyankoye 
Yves Haba, Shannon Marquez, Abdoul Habib Beavogui, Therese Delvaux and Johan van 
Griensven 
Version of Record online: 13 JAN 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/tmi.12825 
. 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIII No. 4 2   December 2016 
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Human Rights 
This issue assesses progress in promoting and protecting human rights throughout the world. 
Prepared in recognition of the fiftieth anniversary of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, both 
adopted in 1966, the articles examine, among other things, the responsibility of the United 
Nations to protect vulnerable populations from genocide, the evolving role of the Human Rights 
Council, the global problem of digital bullying, and advancing the rights of women in the 
aftermath of the Arab Spring. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 12, Issue 1, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°82 - December 2016 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/81/ 
African Heritage and its sustainable development  
In this issue we are pleased to focus on the heritage of Africa and its sustainable development. 
The diversity and wealth of African heritage is extraordinary, from its large-scale ecosystems to 
modern architecture; from the memory of slavery and colonial heritage to cultural landscapes 
and sacred sites.  
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http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-3/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.12825/full
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