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:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Human Rights Council - 34th session 
27 February to 211 March 2017 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session34/Pages/34RegularSession.a
spx 
 
High Commissioner delivers his Global Update to the Human Rights Council 
08-03-2017  
“All together – or fall together”: High Commissioner Zeid highlights countries where positive 
reforms are underway – and warns of others where escalating crises threaten men and women 
around the world .  
 
[Selected excerpts] 
…Mr President,  
In Turkey, bombs and other shocking terrorist attacks against civilians continue to claim lives, 
which I condemn, and I fully understand the authorities are operating in a challenging 
environment in many respects. However, I am concerned measures taken under the state of 
emergency appear to target criticism, not terrorism. The fact that tens of thousands of people 
have been dismissed, arrested, detained or prosecuted following the attempted coup – 
including numerous democratically elected representatives, judges and journalists – raises 
serious alarm about due process guarantees being met. It will be particularly crucial for the 
credibility of April's referendum on amending the Constitution that space for open debate, free 
of intimidation, be guaranteed.  
 
The human rights situation in south-east Turkey remains deeply troubling. Without access to 
the area, the remote monitoring procedure engaged by my Office has established credible 
indications of hundreds of deaths, suggesting disproportionate security measures in response to 
violent attacks. A report detailing this and other indications of serious violations will be released 
soon. 
 
While recognising the heroic efforts by many actors in the Mediterranean to save lives at sea, I 
am very concerned at increasing calls within the European Union to establish extraterritorial 
processing centres or camps in North Africa and elsewhere, and to engage external actors in 
migration issues, with little regard for human rights. For example, migrants apprehended at sea 
by the Libyan Coast Guard or similar agencies may be put at risk of further violence. I reiterate 
the importance of abiding by the principle that people must not be sent back to countries where 
they may face torture, persecution or threats to their life. Many ordinary people in Europe have 
welcomed and supported migrants, but political leaders increasingly demonstrate a chilling 
indifference to their fate. I am particularly disturbed by lurid public narratives which appear 
deliberately aimed at stirring up public fear and panic, by depicting these vulnerable people as 
criminal invading hordes.  
 
Last week Hungary's Prime Minister reportedly declared that "ethnic homogeneity" is key for 
economic success. No society is homogenous, least of all in Central Europe, and these toxic 
notions of so-called ethnic purity hark back to an era in which many people suffered atrociously, 
Hungarians included. Yesterday, the Hungarian Parliament passed a bill requiring all migrants to 
be transported to an area outside the country’s border fence. All asylum-seekers would be held 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session34/Pages/34RegularSession.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session34/Pages/34RegularSession.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21316&LangID=E
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in detention in this same area for the entire duration of the country's asylum procedure, which 
falls far short of international norms. As is also the case in Poland, the Hungarian Government 
has continued to undermine civil society and judges, and increase government influence over 
the media. In both countries, legislative changes have curbed the independence of 
Constitutional Courts.  
 
In other EU Member States, including the United Kingdom and France, judicial institutions 
traditionally accorded wide respect have been subjected to deep criticism, and in some cases 
abuse. I am concerned about a future trend in this direction which may compromise their 
independent functioning… 
 
…In the United States of America, I am concerned by the new Administration's handling of a 
number of human rights issues. Greater and more consistent leadership is needed to address 
the recent surge in discrimination, anti-Semitism, and violence against ethnic and religious 
minorities. Vilification of entire groups such as Mexicans and Muslims, and false claims that 
migrants commit more crimes than US citizens, are harmful and fuel xenophobic abuses. I am 
dismayed at attempts by the President to intimidate or undermine journalists and judges. I am 
also concerned about new immigration policies that ban admission of people from six 
predominantly Muslim countries for 90 days, as well as policies which greatly expand the 
number of migrants at immediate risk of deportation – without regard for years spent in the US 
or family roots. These threaten to vastly increase use of detention, including of children. 
Expedited deportations could amount to collective expulsions and refoulement, in breach of 
international law, if undertaken without due process guarantees, including individual 
assessment. I am especially disturbed by the potential impact of these changes on children, 
who face being detained, or may see their families torn apart. 
 
Across many parts of Central and Latin America, people engaged in defending land rights and 
the environment from extractive industries and development projects face acute danger, 
including murder and violent attacks. Among them are numerous leaders of indigenous 
communities, whose civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights continue to be widely 
abused throughout the region, despite adoption of the American Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples last year. No development projects should be financed without extensive 
public deliberation and consultation with the directly affected communities that is free from 
intimidation. 
 
Widespread criminal violence in the region, compounded by shortcomings in the judicial system, 
and in security operations, have severe and deadly impact in prison administration. In Brazil, 
gang violence killed more than 100 detainees in a two-week period this January. In Haiti, more 
than 40 detainees died in the past two months as a result of poor health-care and nutrition. 
Combatting severe overcrowding and parallel systems of governance within prisons are among 
key human rights recommendations that need to be urgently addressed.  
 
Mr President,  
2017 may be a pivotal year in many respects. Will the vicious attacks by terrorist groups thrust 
governments deeper into security-heavy responses, further heightening the likelihood of 
abuses, at the expense of human rights? And will the populists continue to reap the rewards of 
stoked-up fear and disillusionment?  Together with other authoritarian-minded leaders, will they 
tip the international system over the edge?  Or will there be enough people who realise clearly 
and deeply what is at stake – who see the entire rights-based system is under attack – and 
reverse the centrifugal forces which threaten to break apart international and regional 
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institutions? Will they strengthen the centripetal forces the 2030 Agenda so desperately needs, 
to put an end to extreme poverty and benefit all societies?  
 
The work in this Council, on this stage, or through the UN, can only be meaningful if it reflects 
accurately the space beyond it, and then changes those conditions for the better. And out 
there, 2017 will begin to answer for us the question, so simple, and yet filled with such power 
and consequence: will we continue to work together to improve the lot of all? Or do we, for 
various narrower reasons, begin to take leave of the multilateral approach? The question would 
then seem to be, Mr. President: are we all together – or do we fall together?  
 

:::::::  
:::::::  
 
New EU recommendation on return procedures a “slippery slope” to solve European 
migration challenges – UN experts  
GENEVA (9 March 2017) – EU countries must explore alternatives to increased detention and 
swift returns to uphold the human rights of migrants, UN experts* urge, as the EU prepares to 
adopt a new recommendation on return procedures.  
 
“The European Commission’s recommendation provides guidance to Member States on how to 
step up return rates which waters down safeguards and rights that should be guaranteed to all 
migrants. The return policy also encourages EU countries to increase the use and length of 
detention of migrants, including of children.  
 
If accepted by Member States, such measures expose vulnerable people to further harm and 
risks of ill-treatment in detention. Detention of irregular migrants should be a last resort, only 
permissible for the shortest period of time and if no other less coercive measure can be applied. 
Placing children in detention on the basis of their or of their parents’ immigration status is never 
in the best interests of the child and constitutes a violation of the rights of the child. Locking up 
children and their families has a profound and negative impact on children’s health and 
wellbeing. Undertaking “swift returns” of children with reduced procedural safeguards will put 
children’s lives at risk. EU Member States must ensure the best interests of the child as a 
primary consideration during all stages of the migratory process.  
 
There is no empirical evidence that detention deters irregular migration or discourages persons 
from seeking asylum. Despite increasingly tough detention policies being introduced over the 
past 20 years around the world, the number of irregular arrivals has not decreased. This may 
be due to the fact that migrants possibly see detention as an inevitable part of their journey. 
 
The EU recommendation on return procedures is a “slippery slope” to solve European migration 
challenges. Alternatives to detention, such as registration and reporting requirements, should 
be developed and implemented.”   
 
(*) The experts: Chair of The Subcommittee on the Prevention of Torture, Sir Malcolm Evans; 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, François Crépeau; Chair of the Committee 
on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, Jose S. 
Brillantes; Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Benyam Dawit Mezmur; Chair of 
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, Sètondji Roland Adjovi. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21330&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21330&LangID=E
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Letter: More than 170 NGOs call on EU to lead by values, not fear, in migration 
response 
[Full text ; Signatories listed in PDF: https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/joint-
letter-eu-leaders-migration.pdf 
 
8 March 2017 
Dear Heads of State and Government, 
We are civil society organisations, which are supported, collectively, by hundreds of thousands 
of people across Europe, working with those less fortunate to alleviate poverty, provide 
essential aid and defend people’s rights. 
 
With xenophobic populism on the rise across Europe and the globe, this is an appeal for 
leadership to uphold the rights and values that have been founding principles of the European 
Union for 60 years. Together, we need to prevent legitimate concerns about migration 
management from being hijacked and used to derail the European project. 
 
On a daily basis, we witness widespread solidarity with people who are fleeing brutal wars, 
persecution, human rights violations, instability, and extreme poverty. Throughout Europe and 
the world, we see people welcome refugees and migrants into their communities, open up their 
homes and donate money, materials and time to help. Only this week, many of them travelled 
to Brussels to call on you to uphold your commitments to relocate asylum seekers from Greece 
and “Bring Them Here”. We also hear people expressing their concerns about the future, asking 
their governments to show leadership and respond to the arrival of large numbers of people. 
 
We take pride in the European commitment to international law and human rights and we look 
to you to foster and promote this commitment at home and abroad. Yet when increasing 
numbers of people in need arrived in the summer of 2015, Europe failed to come together and 
respond with humanity, dignity, and solidarity. To this day, European nations are unwilling to 
respond in in line with their obligations under international and European law, defaulting to 
responses that keep people far away and out of sight. 
 
We hear you repeating your commitment to European values – respect for human dignity, 
liberty, democracy, equality, the rule of law and human rights. But we expect to see them in 
your actions, too. Too many leaders have been preoccupied with stopping people from reaching 
Europe, at the risk of reducing access to protection for those who need it the most. 
 
You have the responsibility to manage migration in a fair manner that addresses the legitimate 
concerns of citizens. It must be principled and based on facts, not on populist rhetoric. Strength 
doesn't mean turning away those most in need. Strength is about showing a way forward that 
upholds values. 
 
Further, if the EU and its member states want to remain credible international actors, they 
cannot expect countries like Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon to host millions of refugees, while 
simultaneously pushing migrants and refugees back at EU borders, stranding thousands in 
inhumane living conditions on the Greek islands, or pushing them back into an uncontrolled 
conflict zone like Libya. Your decisions have life and death consequences, and if you continue 
to lower standards, countries around the globe will follow suit. 
 
Instead of countering the rise of xenophobic populists, Europe’s response has too often been to 
copy their recipes. But an approach based on deterrence and border closures cannot override 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-03-08/let-us-be-proud-europe-more-160-ngos-call-eu-lead-values-not-fear
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2017-03-08/let-us-be-proud-europe-more-160-ngos-call-eu-lead-values-not-fear
https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/joint-letter-eu-leaders-migration.pdf
https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/joint-letter-eu-leaders-migration.pdf
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an effective long-term policy. We expect statesmanship that stands up for humanity and dignity 
and that addresses people’s fears, instead of fuelling them. We expect sustainable, long-term 
migration policies that guarantee respect for people’s rights rather than pushing them into 
danger. These include expanding safe and regular pathways to Europe, such as humanitarian 
and other visas, increasing resettlement spaces and improving access to family reunification 
schemes, as well as improving worker mobility across skill levels. Other global concerns such 
as conflict and instability, poverty, inequality and climate change must remain at the top of the 
European agenda. 
 
You and your governments must assess the impact of your policies on the human rights and 
living conditions of women, men and children on the move, as well as Europe’s long standing 
commitment to uphold these rights and improve the lives of people everywhere. 
 
On the brink of the European Union’s 60th anniversary we ask you to show solidarity, respect 
for humanity and dignity, and responsibility. We ask you to be truly inspiring leaders for the 
future. Our commitment to the European Union’s core values cannot falter. Only a Europe that 
really stands by its values can be a strong and credible leader in a world shaken by increasing 
populism and so-called alternative facts. 
 
European history is full of people who were forced to flee their homes due to war and 
persecution. The work European nations have done to develop and protect the rights of people 
over the last 70 years cannot be lost. Only a Europe that defends the rights of everyone, 
without exception, is a Europe we can be proud of. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
New Study Documents Psychological Horrors of Six-Year War on Syrian Children 
Save the Children Report Cites Growing Mental Health Crisis 
http://www.savethechildren.org/atf/cf/%7B9def2ebe-10ae-432c-9bd0-
df91d2eba74a%7D/INVISIBLE%20WOUNDS%20FINAL%20020317.PDF 
AIRFIELD, Conn. (March 6, 2017) — Six years of war in Syria has caused deep psychological 
scars among many Syrian children, increasing their long-term risk of suicide, heart disease, 
diabetes, substance abuse, and depression, according to a report released today by Save the 
Children. 
 
Save the Children and its Syrian partners interviewed more than 450 children, adolescents and 
adults across seven regions in Syria for "Invisible Wounds," the largest and most 
comprehensive study undertaken inside Syria to examine children’s mental health and 
wellbeing.  
 
The report documents a growing mental health crisis among children trapped inside Syria, as 
the war approaches its six-year mark this month. The conflict has killed more than 300,000 
people and displaced at least half of the entire Syrian population, while more than 600,000 
people remain trapped under siege. 
 
Ongoing shelling, airstrikes and violence mean these children are living in a constant state of 
fear, which can create a condition known as "toxic stress." If left untreated, toxic stress can 
have a life-long impact on children’s mental and physical health. 
 

http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9506653&ct=14987359
http://www.savethechildren.org/atf/cf/%7B9def2ebe-10ae-432c-9bd0-df91d2eba74a%7D/INVISIBLE%20WOUNDS%20FINAL%20020317.PDF
http://www.savethechildren.org/atf/cf/%7B9def2ebe-10ae-432c-9bd0-df91d2eba74a%7D/INVISIBLE%20WOUNDS%20FINAL%20020317.PDF
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"The children we spoke with in Syria are terrified to play outside, afraid to go to school, and 
soiling themselves when they hear a loud noise," said Save the Children President and CEO 
Carolyn Miles. "This is the result of six years of war, and is a tragedy that can’t be allowed to 
continue. We can end the toxic stress many children are suffering by stopping the 
bombardment of civilian areas and reaching everyone with lifesaving aid and psychological 
support." 
 
The constant psychological strain on children has manifested itself in bed wetting, involuntarily 
urination in public, speech impediments and children losing the ability to speak altogether, and 
substance abuse. Communities and professionals also report a rise in self-harm and suicide 
attempts among children as young as 12. 
 
Half of children interviewed said they did not feel safe at school or playing outside. In 
interviews and focus groups, it was found that 78 percent of children feel grief and extreme 
sadness some or all of the time and almost all adults said children had become more nervous or 
fearful as the war has gone on. 
 
Among the report’s other major findings: 
:: Two-thirds of the children are said to have lost a loved one, had their house bombed or 
shelled, or suffered war-related injuries. 
:: 51 percent said children are turning to drugs to cope with the stress. 
:: All groups said that loss of education is having a huge psychological impact on children’s 
lives—half of the children who are still able to attend school said they never or rarely feel safe 
there. 
:: 71 percent said that children increasingly suffer from bedwetting and involuntary urination – 
both common symptoms of toxic stress and PTSD. 
::  84 percent of adults and almost all children said that ongoing bombing and shelling is the 
primary cause of psychological stress in children’s daily lives. 
 
Some Syrian children interviewed said they wanted to die so they could go to heaven and "be 
warm and eat and play." Children also said they wished to be "hit by snipers because if they got 
injured they would go to the hospital and leave the siege and they would eat whatever they 
wanted." 
 
The war, which has now lasted longer than World War II, has put enormous pressure on 
families, who report a marked increase in domestic violence, with many children saying they 
feel they have nowhere to turn. These invisible wounds have the potential to permanently 
damage an entire generation of Syrian children and hinder efforts to rebuild Syria after the 
conflict, according to the study. 
 
In addition to an immediate ceasefire and a negotiated end to the violence, Save the Children is 
calling for increased funding for programs that support Syrian children’s mental health and 
wellbeing. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Inheriting a sustainable world: Atlas on children’s health and the environment 
WHO 
March 2017 : 164 pages  ISBN 978-92-4-151177-3 
Overview 

http://www.who.int/ceh/publications/inheriting-a-sustainable-world/en/
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More than a decade after WHO published Inheriting the world: The atlas of children’s health 
and the environment in 2004, this new publication presents the continuing and emerging 
challenges to children’s environmental health.  
 
This new edition is not simply an update but a more detailed review; we take into account 
changes in the major environmental hazards to children’s health over the last 13 years, due to 
increasing urbanization, industrialization, globalization and climate change, as well as efforts in 
the health sector to reduce children’s environmental exposures. Inheriting a sustainable world? 
Atlas on children’s health and the environment aligns with the Global Strategy for Women’s, 
Children’s and Adolescents’ Health, launched in 2015, in stressing that every child deserves the 
opportunity to thrive, in safe and healthy settings.  
 
This book seeks to promote the importance of creating sustainable environments and reducing 
the exposure of children to modifiable environmental hazards. The wide scope of the SDGs 
offers a framework within which to work and improve the lives of all children. To this end, we 
encourage further data collection and tracking of progress on the SDGs, to show the current 
range of global environmental hazards to children’s health and identify necessary action to 
ensure that no one is left behind.  
   PDF: Inheriting a sustainable world: Atlas on children’s health and the environment  
 
Press Release 
The cost of a polluted environment: 1.7 million child deaths a year, says WHO 
6 March 2017 | GENEVA - More than 1 in 4 deaths of children under 5 years of age are 
attributable to unhealthy environments. Every year, environmental risks – such as indoor and 
outdoor air pollution, second-hand smoke, unsafe water, lack of sanitation, and inadequate 
hygiene – take the lives of 1.7 million children under 5 years, say two new WHO reports. 
The first report, Inheriting a Sustainable World: Atlas on Children’s Health and the Environment 
reveals that a large portion of the most common causes of death among children aged 1 month 
to 5 years – diarrhoea, malaria and pneumonia – are preventable by interventions known to 
reduce environmental risks, such as access to safe water and clean cooking fuels. 
  
"A polluted environment is a deadly one – particularly for young children," says Dr Margaret 
Chan, WHO Director-General. "Their developing organs and immune systems, and smaller 
bodies and airways, make them especially vulnerable to dirty air and water."… 
 
Harmful exposures can start in the mother’s womb and increase the risk of premature birth. 
Additionally, when infants and pre-schoolers are exposed to indoor and outdoor air pollution 
and second-hand smoke they have an increased risk of pneumonia in childhood, and a lifelong 
increased risk of chronic respiratory diseases, such as asthma. Exposure to air pollution may 
also increase their lifelong risk of heart disease, stroke and cancer. 
 
Top 5 causes of death in children under 5 years linked to the environment 
A companion report, Don't pollute my future! The impact of the environment on children's 
health, provides a comprehensive overview of the environment’s impact on children’s health, 
illustrating the scale of the challenge.  
 
Every year: 
   :: 570,000 children under 5 years die from respiratory infections, such as pneumonia, 
attributable to indoor and outdoor air pollution, and second-hand smoke. 
   :: 361,000 children under 5 years die due to diarrhoea, as a result of poor access to clean 
water, sanitation, and hygiene. 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/254677/1/9789241511773-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2017/pollution-child-death/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/ceh/publications/inheriting-a-sustainable-world/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/ceh/publications/don-t-pollute-my-future/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/ceh/publications/don-t-pollute-my-future/en/index.html
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   : 270,000 children die during their first month of life from conditions, including prematurity, 
which could be prevented through access to clean water, sanitation, and hygiene in health 
facilities as well as reducing air pollution. 
  ::  200,000 deaths of children under 5 years from malaria could be prevented through 
environmental actions, such as reducing breeding sites of mosquitoes or covering drinking-
water storage. 
   :: 200,000 children under 5 years die from unintentional injuries attributable to the 
environment, such as poisoning, falls, and drowning… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
When women lead, change happens – Women advancing the end of AIDS 
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 
2017 :: 36 pages 
PDF: http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/when-women-lead-change-
happens_en.pdf 
Foreward [Excerpt] 
…Indignation that girls and women are still bearing the brunt of the AIDS epidemic. 
Women living with HIV face stigma and discrimination at the hands of family 
members, in communities, at the workplace and in health-care settings. Health services, 
including sexual and reproductive health and HIV services, for adolescent girls and 
women are not yet universally available. Women and their children are still dying 
during childbirth. 
 
Discrimination against women starts early. The preference for sons has led to millions 
of missing girls. Large numbers of adolescent girls and women all over the world are 
still not able to take decisions about their own health. The requirement of parental and 
spousal consent is stopping adolescent girls and women from taking care of their own 
health and the health of their loved ones. 
 
Violence against women and girls remains a black spot on our social fabric. Every 
year millions of girls are being forced into marriage before they are ready and willing. 
Indignation feels a light word when atrocities against girls and women go unchecked, 
and when their rights are systematically denied. 
 
Too many women are falling through the social safety nets. Women living with HIV, 
women who use drugs, sex workers, migrants, transgender women and disabled 
women are systematically being denied their rights to autonomy, health and education. 
Women are being denied recognition for their work and denied equal opportunities. 
 
No woman should need the consent of a man to open a bank account, inherit or buy 
property, start a business or access health services. When girls and women are not 
served by social, education and health systems, they are robbed of a future of opportunities 
to flourish and societies and nations are denied the benefit of a precious asset. 
 
However, much of this is changing. I see a world full of hope. 
 
When women lead, change happens. Results follow. 
 
The AIDS response has been led by women. When there was no treatment available, 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2017/when-women-lead-change-happens
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/when-women-lead-change-happens_en.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/when-women-lead-change-happens_en.pdf
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women were at the forefront of providing care for people living with and affected by 
HIV. Grandmothers looked after orphans. Elder sisters looked after their younger 
siblings. Women fought for access to treatment and mobilized. 
 
Today, we are at the cusp of eliminating new HIV infections among children—a 
movement led by women. More women are accessing antiretroviral therapy than men, 
transferring the benefits of their good health to their families and economies. When 
young women are empowered and have their rights fulfilled, HIV prevalence falls, 
there are fewer unintended pregnancies, fewer maternal deaths and fewer dropouts 
from school and more women join the workforce. When young women have access to 
education, health outcomes dramatically improve… 
 
Women’s rights are human rights. No exceptions. 
Michel Sidibé 
Executive Director, UNAIDS 
 

 
Press release 
On International Women’s Day UNAIDS is urging countries to stop 1 million women and girls 
from becoming infected with HIV every year 
Nearly 1 million women are becoming infected with HIV every year and only half of all women 
living with HIV have access to lifesaving treatment—making AIDS now the leading cause of 
death worldwide among women between the ages of 30 and 49.  
 
GENEVA, 8 March 2017—On International Women’s Day UNAIDS has released a new report 
which shows that there is an urgent need to scale up HIV prevention and treatment services for 
women and girls. The report, When women lead, change happens, shows that globally in 2015, 
there were 18.6 million women and girls living with HIV, 1 million women and girls became 
newly infected with HIV and 470 000 women and girls died of AIDS-related illnesses. 
 
“Women are leading change in increasing demand for and access to HIV and health services. 
This movement needs to grow to allow families to thrive, societies to flourish and economies to 
progress,” said Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS. “Women’s rights are human 
rights—no exceptions.” 
 
The report shows that women are more vulnerable to HIV than men. Domestic violence and 
sexual abuse have been shown to increase the risk of HIV among women. Data show that in 
high HIV prevalence settings women who experience intimate partner violence are up to 50% 
more likely to acquire HIV. 
 
A lack of access to education and health services and a lack of decision-making power are also 
contributing factors to women’s vulnerability to HIV. In only 30% of countries worldwide do 
equal numbers of girls and boys attend upper secondary school and in western and central 
Africa only a third of young women between the ages of 15 and 24 report having the final say 
in their own health care. In Botswana, every additional year of school has been shown to 
reduce the risk of HIV infection by 11.6% among girls. 
 
“Structural, behavioural and biological factors are compounding the risk of HIV infection among 
women,” said Mr Sidibé. “Every girl should have the opportunity to stay in school, every young 
woman should have the decision-making power over her own sexual and reproductive health 
and all women and girls should be able to protect themselves against HIV.”… 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2017/march/international-womens-day
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2017/march/international-womens-day
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2017/when-women-lead-change-happens
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:::::::  
:::::::  
 
AIIB Says No to Doing Business with Corrupt Bidders 
Beijing, China, March 07, 2017 
The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has taken another step towards solidifying its 
anti-corruption policies by voluntarily adopting the list of sanctioned firms and individuals under 
the Agreement for Mutual Enforcement of Debarment Decisions (AMEDD), effective March 1, 
2017. This means close to a thousand entities that have been debarred by five other leading 
multilateral development banks are also now debarred by AIIB, as set out in the Bank’s Policy 
on Prohibited Practices . 
 
Like the World Bank Group and other regional development banks, AIIB defines four practices it 
will not tolerate. These are ‘fraudulent’, ‘corrupt’, ‘collusive’ and ‘coercive’ practices. In addition 
to these practices, AIIB defines three further prohibited practices. These are ‘obstruction’, ‘theft’ 
and ‘misuse of resources’. Firms and individuals who engage in any of these practices can be 
sanctioned by AIIB. Sanctions include barring a firm or an individual, either permanently or for 
several years, from participating in AIIB projects. The lists can be viewed on the cross 
debarment website . 
“Creating a culture that lives up to our core value to be ‘clean’ is crucial for AIIB because we are 
ultimately the stewards of taxpayers’ money from all of our members,” said Hamid Sharif, 
Director General, Compliance, Effectiveness and Integrity Unit at AIIB. “This is a responsibility 
we take very seriously and believe adopting the same list as AMEDD will help to ensure we only 
work with partners who will deliver corruption-free infrastructure projects that bring value for 
local communities in Asia.”  
 
AIIB recognizes the considerable work done by other multilateral development banks and 
unilaterally adopts the list of sanctioned firms and individuals put out by the five banks that are 
parties to AMEDD , provided they also meet the additional criteria set out in AIIB’s Policy on 
Prohibited Practices . These banks are the African Development Bank , the Asian Development 
Bank , the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development , the Inter-American 
Development Bank , and the World Bank Group . AIIB is actively engaging with these banks in 
an effort to join them as a signatory to AMEDD… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 11 March 2017] 
South Sudan  - No new announcements identified 
:: Japan and WHO donate essential equipment to South Sudan’s National Blood Transfusion 
Services  6 March 2017 
:: South Sudan: Amid multiple health challenges and famine, WHO and partners strive to 
immunize over 3 million children against polio  
   3 March 2017 -- Despite multiple humanitarian crises, including famine, the first round of the 
National Immunization Days of 2017 is underway throughout South Sudan aiming to reach over 
three million children under 5 with two drops of polio vaccine… 
 
The Syrian Arab Republic   

https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2017/20170307_001.html
http://lnadbg4.adb.org/oai001p.nsf/
https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/operational-policies/prohibited-practices.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/operational-policies/prohibited-practices.html
http://lnadbg4.adb.org/oai001p.nsf/
http://lnadbg4.adb.org/oai001p.nsf/
http://lnadbg4.adb.org/oai001p.nsf/
https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/operational-policies/prohibited-practices.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/operational-policies/prohibited-practices.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2017/_external/adb
https://www.adb.org/
https://www.adb.org/
http://www.ebrd.com/home
http://www.iadb.org/en/inter-american-development-bank,2837.html
http://www.iadb.org/en/inter-american-development-bank,2837.html
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/ssd/news/item/9424-japan-and-who-donate-essential-equipment-to-south-sudans-national-blood-transfusion-services-and-announces-plan-for-public-health-emergency-operations-centre.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/ssd/news/item/9424-japan-and-who-donate-essential-equipment-to-south-sudans-national-blood-transfusion-services-and-announces-plan-for-public-health-emergency-operations-centre.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/ssd/news/item/9422-amid-multiple-health-challenges-and-famine-who-and-partners-strive-to-immunize-over-3-million-children-against-polio.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/ssd/news/item/9422-amid-multiple-health-challenges-and-famine-who-and-partners-strive-to-immunize-over-3-million-children-against-polio.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
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:: WHO support saves lives of malnourished children in Syria  
   8 March 2017 -- Six years into the Syria crisis, malnutrition rates have increased, especially 
among children under 5 years of age. Almost 4.3 million boys and girls under the age of 5 are 
in need of nutrition services, including 73 000 children who are acutely malnourished. WHO is 
working to ensure that children suffering from malnutrition are diagnosed and treated before 
their condition leads to serious and long-term medical complications. 
 
Yemen -  
:: Kidney patients struggle as Yemeni health crisis worsens 
   9 March 2017 – “I feel anxious every time I come here as I don’t know if I will able to get my 
treatment,” says 37-year-old Salim Ali, a renal failure patient who for the last 17 years has 
come to Al Hudaydah Renal Dialysis Centre in Yemen for bi-weekly haemodialysis sessions. 
   Haemodialysis is a treatment for patients with severe kidney failure using a dialysis machine 
to clean the blood. In general, haemodialysis takes between 3 and 5 hours and is done 3 times 
a    week. 
   In recent months, with internally displaced people flooding into Al-Hudaydah governorate, the 
number of patients receiving haemodialysis treatment in the centre has risen to over 600, 
despite the fact that the centre’s capacity is 400. Day and night dozens of patients are crowded 
in the corridors of the centre, waiting for their turn… 
 
Iraq – - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 11 March 2017] 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified. 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified. 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Iraq  
:: Iraq: Mosul Humanitarian Response Situation Report No. 23 (27 February - 5 March 2017) 
[EN/KU] 
:: Statement by the Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Lise Grande, on the alleged use of 
chemical weapons in Mosul, Iraq [EN/AR/KU] 
    (Baghdad, 4 March 2017): The Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq, Lise Grande, expressed 
shock at reports of alleged use today of chemical weapons in Iraq’s Mosul neighbourhoods. 
   “This is horrible. If the alleged use of chemical weapons is confirmed, this is a serious 
violation of international humanitarian law and a war crime, regardless of who the targets or 

http://www.who.int/hac/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/kidney-patients-struggle-as-yemeni-health-crisis-worsens.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
http://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/emergencies
http://www.unocha.org/iraq
http://reliefweb.int/node/1930634
http://reliefweb.int/node/1930634
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/statement-humanitarian-coordinator-iraq-lise-grande-alleged-use-chemical-weapons-mosul
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/statement-humanitarian-coordinator-iraq-lise-grande-alleged-use-chemical-weapons-mosul
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the victims of the attacks are. There is never justification--none whatsoever--for the use of 
chemical weapons,” said Ms Grande. 
   “We call on everyone to act responsibly and to grant and ensure immediate access for 
appropriate parties to investigate the circumstances of the alleged attack,” she said. 
   Ms. Grande reiterated that the use of chemical weapons by any side under any circumstances 
would violate international law, and reaffirmed the need for a thorough investigation of the 
alleged incidents. 
 
Syria   
:: Scarred but not broken by six years of conflict in Syria  9 Mar 2017   
:: Turkey | Syria: Eastern Countryside of Aleppo Flash Update (as of 5 March 2017) [EN/AR] 
 
Yemen  
:: USG/ERC Stephen O’Brien Statement to the Security Council on Missions to Yemen, South 
Sudan, Somalia and Kenya and an Update on the Oslo Conference on Nigeria and the Lake 
Chad Region 
Published on 10 Mar 2017  

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
10 March 2017  
SC/12749 
Security Council Press Statement on Syria 
 
10 March 2017  
SC/12748 
Amid Humanitarian Funding Gap, 20 Million People across Africa, Yemen at Risk of Starvation, 
Emergency Relief Chief Warns Security Council 
   Twenty million people across four countries faced starvation and famine if the international 
community did not act quickly, the United Nations humanitarian chief warned the Security 
Council today, expressing alarm at the funding gap to meet the needs in Yemen, South Sudan, 
Somalia and north-eastern Nigeria. 
 
10 March 2017  
GA/11894 
General Assembly Adopts Resolution Committing to Zero-Tolerance Policy on Sexual Exploitation 
throughout United Nations System 
  The General Assembly today adopted a resolution committed to a zero-tolerance policy on 
sexual exploitation and abuse throughout the United Nations, stressing the importance of States 
holding perpetrators accountable. 

http://www.unocha.org/syria
http://reliefweb.int/node/1936364
http://reliefweb.int/node/1928929
http://www.unocha.org/yemen
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/usgerc-stephen-o-brien-statement-security-council-missions-yemen-south-sudan-somalia
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/usgerc-stephen-o-brien-statement-security-council-missions-yemen-south-sudan-somalia
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/usgerc-stephen-o-brien-statement-security-council-missions-yemen-south-sudan-somalia
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12749.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12748.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12748.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/GA/11894.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/GA/11894.doc.htm
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9 March 2017  
SC/12744 
Security Council Hears from Mission to Africa as Co-Chairs Report on Looming Famine, Brutal 
Tactics of Boko Haram in Lake Chad Basin Area 
  Briefing on the heels of the Security Council’s recent visit to Africa’s Lake Chad Basin — beset 
by development challenges, looming famine and the brutal tactics of Boko Haram — the 
mission’s co-Chairs emphasized today the need for an enhanced and holistic response to the 
subregion’s largely neglected crisis. 
 
9 March 2017  
DSG/SM/1042-SC/12745 
Deputy Secretary-General Urges Member-State Funding of $1.5 Billion Humanitarian Appeal for 
Lake Chad Basin, in Briefing to Security Council 
   Following is UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammed’s briefing to the Security 
Council on the Lake Chad Basin, in New York today. 
 
9 March 2017  
SG/A/1712*-BIO/4940* 
Secretary-General Appoints Louise Arbour of Canada Special Representative for International 
Migration 
   United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres announced today the appointment of 
Louise Arbour of Canada as his Special Representative for International Migration. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 11 March 
2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
UN report details massive destruction and serious rights violations since July 2015 in southeast 
Turkey 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Chemical disaster fear in Eastern Ukraine prompts UN expert to raise alarm 
 
Human rights in North Korea top priority despite rising tensions, Special Rapporteur and UN 
experts 
 
Backlash against women’s rights progress hurts us all – Zeid 
 
UN expert commends Argentina’s “progressive laws and policies” but urges action to stop 
attacks on LGBT people 
 
New EU recommendation on return procedures a “slippery slope” to solve European migration 
challenges – UN experts 
 
UN expert urges stronger protection of civilians in northern and central Mali 
 
UN experts urge States and companies to address online gender-based abuse but warn against 
censorship 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12744.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12744.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/dsgsm1042.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/dsgsm1042.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sga1712.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sga1712.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21342&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21342&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21344&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21350&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21350&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21305&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21348&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21348&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21330&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21330&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21327&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21317&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21317&LangID=E
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Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
9 March 2017 
New EU recommendation on return procedures a “slippery slope” to solve European migration 
challenges – UN experts 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 11 March 2017] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
07 Mar 2017 
Human Rights Council: Protecting Children’s rights a Cornerstone of Peace-making Efforts and 
Conflict Prevention 
  The report of the Special Representative, covering the period from December 2015 to 
December 2016, describes grave violations committed against children, including killing and 
maiming, sexual violence, and recruitment and use of children. 
   In the past year, an upsurge in denial of humanitarian access and besiegement raised 
concerns for the health and well-being of thousands of children, who in some cases have little 
or no access to food, water and basic medical care. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
10 Mar 2017  
Yemen: USG/ERC Stephen O’Brien Statement to the Security Council on Missions to Yemen, 
South Sudan, Somalia and Kenya and an Update on the Oslo Conference on Nigeria and the 
Lake Chad Region  
 
09 Mar 2017  
Somalia: UN Humanitarian Chief urges action to avert famine in Somalia  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21330&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21330&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/human-rights-council-cornerstone-of-peace-making-efforts/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/human-rights-council-cornerstone-of-peace-making-efforts/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/34/44&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/34/44&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/usgerc-stephen-o-brien-statement-security-council-missions-yemen-south-sudan-somalia
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/usgerc-stephen-o-brien-statement-security-council-missions-yemen-south-sudan-somalia
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/usgerc-stephen-o-brien-statement-security-council-missions-yemen-south-sudan-somalia
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/un-humanitarian-chief-urges-action-avert-famine-somalia
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Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Somalia Mogadishu, 7 
March 2017 – The Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien, urged the world to rally behind the people of Somalia to avert a 
repeat of the famine that resulted in the loss of a quarter of a million lives six years ago. He 
made the call during a two-day visit to Somalia to assess the impact of the severe drought, 
which has led to a rapidly...  
 
08 Mar 2017  
occupied Palestinian territory: “Realizing the Full Potential of Palestine Refugee Women”  
Source: UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Jordan, Lebanon, occupied Palestinian territory, 
Syrian Arab Republic UNRWA Marks International Women’s Day Statement by UNRWA 
Commissioner-General Pierre Krähenbühl Today UNRWA joins the rest of the world in marking 
International Women’s Day under the UN theme of ‘Women in the Changing World of Work: 
Planet 50:50 by 2030’. We are delighted to recognize... 
  
08 Mar 2017  
Syrian Arab Republic: United Nations Assistant Secretary-General and Regional Humanitarian 
Coordinator for the Syria Crisis, Kevin Kennedy – Statement on International Women’s Day 
[EN/AR]  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html 
9 March 2017  
UNICEF mourns deaths of young girls in Guatemala shelter, calls for end of institutionalization 
of children  
   PANAMA CITY, 9 March 2017 – “We are deeply saddened by the tragic deaths of more than 
20 girls in the Hogar Seguro Virgen de la Asunción shelter in Guatemala as a result of a fire in 
which many others were injured. We extend our deepest sympathies to the families of the 
victims and to the people of Guatemala. 
 
Statement on impact on children of new law in Hungary - attributed to UNICEF Regional 
Director and Special Coordinator for the Refugee and Migrant Crisis in Europe, Afshan Khan  
   GENEVA, 9 March 2017 – "UNICEF is alarmed by the adoption of a new law in Hungary that 
foresees the mandatory detention of refugee and migrant children over 14 years of age. We 
appeal to the President to treat all children as children first and foremost, before signing this 
new law.  
 
National polio immunization campaign reaches five million children in Yemen as conflict 
intensifies 
   SANA’A, 08 March 2017 – Amid escalating violence, UNICEF and partners have completed the 
first round of a nationwide door-to-door vaccination campaign reaching 5 million children under 
the age of five with oral polio vaccine and vitamin A supplementation. 
 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake on new US rules on refugees  
   NEW YORK, 7 March 2017 – “Refugee children fleeing violence and terror need our support 
now more than ever. They are among the most vulnerable and traumatized children in the 
world. UNICEF is committed to continuing our work with the United States and other 
government partners to help them.   
 

http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/realizing-full-potential-palestine-refugee-women
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/united-nations-assistant-secretary-general-and-regional-humanitarian
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/united-nations-assistant-secretary-general-and-regional-humanitarian
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/united-nations-assistant-secretary-general-and-regional-humanitarian
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94367.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95071.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95071.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95066.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95066.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95062.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95062.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95055.html
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Sweden contributes $80 million to UNICEF’s work in 2017 
    STOCKHOLM, 7 March 2017 – The Government of Sweden has just announced an $80 million 
contribution to support UNICEF’s life-saving work around the world. A significant part of the 
new funds – $20 million– will be allocated to UNICEF’s humanitarian work in countries affected 
by wars and other emergencies.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press releases and news comments 
As war enters 7th year, UNHCR warns Syria is ‘at a crossroads’ 9 Mar 2017  
 
UNHCR underscores humanitarian imperative for refugees as new U.S. rules announced 6 Mar 
2017 
 
Briefing Notes 
Forced displacement growing in Colombia despite peace agreement 10 Mar 2017 
 
Renewed fighting displaces tens of thousands more across Yemen 10 Mar 2017 
 
UNHCR adding camp capacity for new Mosul displacement 7 Mar 2017 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
2017-03-10 17:50 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 19,567, Deaths: 521 
   Switzerland - IOM reports that 19,567 migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea in 2017 
through 8 March, over 80 percent arriving in Italy and the rest in Spain and Greece.  
 
IOM, EU Strengthen Ties on Global Migration at Senior Officials Meeting  
2017-03-10 17:48 
   Belgium - Senior officials from the European Union (EU) and IOM met in Brussels to further 
strengthen cooperation on global migration governance. 
 
IOM Turkey Helps Over 15,000 Syrians to Apply for Family Reunification in Germany 
2017-03-07 17:28 
   Turkey - Since July 2016, IOM Turkey has helped over 15,000 Syrians to access Germany’s 
Family Assistance Programme (FAP).  
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.unaids.org/ 
Press release 
On International Women’s Day UNAIDS is urging countries to stop 1 million women and girls 
from becoming infected with HIV every year 
Nearly 1 million women are becoming infected with HIV every year and only half of all women 
living with HIV have access to lifesaving treatment—making AIDS now the leading cause of 
death worldwide among women between the ages of 30 and 49.  
 

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_95054.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/3/58c0f6754/war-enters-7th-year-unhcr-warns-syria-crossroads.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/3/58bdd37e4/unhcr-underscores-humanitarian-imperative-refugees-new-rules-announced.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/3/58c26e114/forced-displacement-growing-colombia-despite-peace-agreement.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/3/58c270074/renewed-fighting-displaces-tens-thousands-across-yemen.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2017/3/58be80984/unhcr-adding-camp-capacity-new-mosul-displacement.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-19567-deaths-521
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-eu-strengthen-ties-global-migration-senior-officials-meeting
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-turkey-helps-over-15000-syrians-apply-family-reunification-germany
http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2017/march/international-womens-day
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2017/march/international-womens-day
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GENEVA, 8 March 2017—On International Women’s Day UNAIDS has released a new report 
which shows that there is an urgent need to scale up HIV prevention and treatment services for 
women and girls. The report, When women lead, change happens, shows that globally in 2015, 
there were 18.6 million women and girls living with HIV, 1 million women and girls became 
newly infected with HIV and 470 000 women and girls died of AIDS-related illnesses. 
 
“Women are leading change in increasing demand for and access to HIV and health services. 
This movement needs to grow to allow families to thrive, societies to flourish and economies to 
progress,” said Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS. “Women’s rights are human 
rights—no exceptions.” 
 
The report shows that women are more vulnerable to HIV than men. Domestic violence and 
sexual abuse have been shown to increase the risk of HIV among women. Data show that in 
high HIV prevalence settings women who experience intimate partner violence are up to 50% 
more likely to acquire HIV. 
 
A lack of access to education and health services and a lack of decision-making power are also 
contributing factors to women’s vulnerability to HIV. In only 30% of countries worldwide do 
equal numbers of girls and boys attend upper secondary school and in western and central 
Africa only a third of young women between the ages of 15 and 24 report having the final say 
in their own health care. In Botswana, every additional year of school has been shown to 
reduce the risk of HIV infection by 11.6% among girls. 
 
“Structural, behavioural and biological factors are compounding the risk of HIV infection among 
women,” said Mr Sidibé. “Every girl should have the opportunity to stay in school, every young 
woman should have the decision-making power over her own sexual and reproductive health 
and all women and girls should be able to protect themselves against HIV.”… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 11 March 2017] 
 
Women who decide on their health have brighter futures 
Dr Flavia Bustreo, 
Assistant Director-General of the World Health Organization and Vice-Chair of GAVI, the Vaccine 
Alliance 
Commentary  
8 March 2017  
  Access to contraception can allow adolescent girls and women to stay in school longer, 
opening up better economic opportunities and more independent, fulfilling futures. Every 
additional year of schooling for a girl increases her future earnings by 10% to 20%. On 
International Women’s Day, WHO calls for unequivocal commitment to gender equality and 
women’s and girls’ fundamental rights…  
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO    
No new digest content identified for this edition. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: WHO publishes list of bacteria for which new antibiotics are urgently needed (02/27/2017) 
 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2017/when-women-lead-change-happens
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/commentaries/2017/she-decides-health/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13008&Itemid=1926&lang=en
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WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Empower women in the workplace, advance health and development across South-East Asia  
   8 March 2017 - Workforce participation and economic empowerment is a powerful tool for 
women to achieve greater control of their health and wellbeing. 
  Women that work and are economically empowered tend to be better placed to make critical 
life choices, including on reproduction. They are also more likely to be able to seek out and 
access health care for themselves and their families. 
  On International Women’s Day, let’s commit to a brighter, healthier future for girls and 
women. Let’s commit to empowering women in the workplace and advancing health and 
development across the South-East Asia Region. 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: International Women’s Day: unlocking the full potential of women at work in the European 
Region 08-03-2017  
::  Danish parliamentarians go to work with a hearing impairment on World Hearing Day 2017 
07-03-2017  
::  Regional Director outlines links between WHO/Europe’s work to address NCDs and JA-
CHRODIS 07-03-2017 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Kidney patients struggle as Yemeni health crisis worsens  9 March 2017. 
:: The UN system in the Arab/MENA Region kicks off International Women’s Day with an eye on 
Planet 50-50 by 2030  8 March 2017 
:: WHO support saves lives of malnourished children in Syria  8 March 2017  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Gender equality makes everyone healthier: WHO  
   MANILA, 6 March 2017 – On International Women's Day (8 March), the World Health 
Organization (WHO) will focus on the powerful link between gender equality and health and 
well-being. Public health efforts for women used to focus mainly on pregnancy and childbirth. 
Now gender, equity and human rights concerns are woven into every aspect of WHO's work in 
the Western Pacific Region. "International Women’s Day is a great opportunity to challenge the 
unequal systems and practices that perpetuate health inequalities," said Dr Shin Young-soo, 
WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific.  
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Helen Clark: Statement on International Women’s Day Mar 8, 2017 
 

http://www.searo.who.int/
file:///C:/Users/ge2p2global/Dropbox/GE2P2%20Global%20-%20Sentinel/Empower%20women%20in%20the%20workplace,%20advance%20health%20and%20development%20across%20South-East%20Asia
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/gender/news/news/2017/03/international-womens-day-unlocking-the-full-potential-of-women-at-work-in-the-european-region2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/gender/news/news/2017/03/international-womens-day-unlocking-the-full-potential-of-women-at-work-in-the-european-region2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/violence-and-injuries/news/news/2017/03/danish-parliamentarians-go-to-work-with-a-hearing-impairment-on-world-hearing-day-2018
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2017/03/regional-director-outlines-links-between-whoeuropes-work-to-address-ncds-and-ja-chrodis2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/regional-director/news/news/2017/03/regional-director-outlines-links-between-whoeuropes-work-to-address-ncds-and-ja-chrodis2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/kidney-patients-struggle-as-yemeni-health-crisis-worsens.html
http://arabstates.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2017/3/international-women-day
http://arabstates.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2017/3/international-women-day
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-support-saves-lives-of-malnourished-children-in-syria.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2017/20170306/en/index.html
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2017/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2017/03/08/helen-clark-statement-on-international-women-s-day.html
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UN Development Programme, Australia and Singapore partner to launch a major anti-corruption 
project Mar 7, 2017 
   The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Government of Australia and the 
Government of Singapore today officially launched a major four-year anti-corruption initiative, 
the Anti-Corruption for Peaceful and Inclusive Societies (ACPIS) project. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 11 March 2017] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Fifth meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The fifth meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 28 to 31 March 2017 in Ottawa, Canada. The meeting 
will be hosted by Statistics Canada. 
   This meeting will follow the same format as the 4th IAEG-SDG meeting, with a Members 
meeting taking place during the first two days (28 - 29 March) and a Plenary Session taking 
place during the second two days (30 - 31 March). During the plenary session, all countries, 
international and regional agencies and entities, and other stakeholders are invited to attend…  
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
9 March 2017  
Americas region adopts landmark disaster risk plan 
   MONTREAL, Canada,– The Americas region today took a landmark step on the road to 
resilience by adopting an action plan to tackle the huge array of natural and human-induced 
hazards that its dozens of countries and territories face. 
   After three days of talks, ministers gathered at the Canadian-hosted 5th Regional Platform for 
Disaster Risk Reduction in the Americas endorsed the plan, which runs to 2019. Its aim is to 
align regional, national and local strategies in the Americas with the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction, a 15-year agreement adopted by the international community in 2015. 
   “This really is a wonderful, historic, landmark outcome for disaster risk reduction in the 
region,” said Mr. Robert Glasser, the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for 
Disaster Risk Reduction… 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/03/07/un-development-programme-australia-and-singapore-partner-to-launch-a-major-anti-corruption-project.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2017/03/07/un-development-programme-australia-and-singapore-partner-to-launch-a-major-anti-corruption-project.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-05/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/52284
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6 Mar 2017 
UN calls for support to Haiti recovery plan as report reveals US $2.7 billion in hurricane losses 
   There was a call today for urgent support to improve disaster risk management in Haiti 
following a damning investigation of the country’s losses from Hurricane Matthew six months 
ago. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
7 March 2017, New York  
Statisticians celebrate 70 years of global collaboration 
    “It is very fitting that for your 70th anniversary session you are meeting – for the first time – 
here at the heart of the United Nations, in the General Assembly Hall,” said Lenni Montiel, UN 
DESA’s Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development, as he addressed the opening of 
the 48th session of the UN Statistical Commission today. 
   Looking back at when the work of the Commission began in 1947, Mr. Montiel compared 
today’s event to the very first, which took place at the temporary UN headquarters in Lake 
Success, New York… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
10 March  2017 
New eAtlas of Gender Inequality in Education shows progress and pitfalls in countries around 
the world 
 
08 March  2017 
UNESCO hosts First International Coordination Meeting for the recovery of Aleppo’s heritage 
 
07 March  2017 
UNESCO Director-General welcomes the liberation of the Mosul Museum 
"The liberation of the Mosul Museum by the Iraqi armed forces is a turning point for peace 
building, for the recovery of the Iraqi people and the protection of humanity’s cultural heritage." 
   "The museum suffered severe degradations and the entire world witnessed the images of the 
destruction of its collections in 2015. The emotion provoked at the time must now catalyze into 
concrete support from the entire international community. UNESCO will soon go on site, 
determined to work alongside the Iraqi government and with all its partners to mobilize all 
efforts to safeguard and transmit this heritage. This is a key resource for cohesion, resilience 
and peace in Iraq. The most recent International Conference on the Protection of the Heritage 
in the Liberated Areas of Iraq (organized by UNESCO in Paris, 23-24 February 2017) identified 
priorities for action and the liberation of the museum is a call to accelerate this effort. "said the 
Director-General. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
08/03/2017 –  
Statement of the UNODC Executive Director, Yury Fedotov, on International Women’s Day 
 
06/03/2017 –  

http://www.unisdr.org/archive/52219
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/statistics/celebrating-70-yrs-statistics.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
http://en.unesco.org/news/new-eatlas-gender-inequality-education-shows-progress-and-pitfalls-countries-around-world
http://en.unesco.org/news/new-eatlas-gender-inequality-education-shows-progress-and-pitfalls-countries-around-world
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-hosts-first-international-coordination-meeting-recovery-aleppo-s-heritage
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-director-general-welcomes-liberation-mosul-museum
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-calls-international-community-help-revive-iraq-s-cultural-heritage-wake-massive
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-calls-international-community-help-revive-iraq-s-cultural-heritage-wake-massive
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/March/statement-of-the-unodc-executive-director--yury-fedotov--on-international-womens-day.html


   

 Note: Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

Report: fentanyl's increasing flows fuel steep rise in overdose deaths 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted March 9, 2017 
António Guterres visits UN-Habitat’s Mathare One Stop Centre on first field mission as UN 
Secretary-General 
   Nairobi, 8 March 2017, International Women’s Day – On his first visit to Kenya as Secretary-
General of the United Nations, António Guterres visited a community space in Mathare, home to 
approximately 800,000 people and Nairobi’s oldest slum,... 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
International Women's Day 
Most women prefer to be working and the majority of men agree, ILO-Gallup report shows   
08 March 2017  
   New landmark report clearly shows that concerns regarding gender equality and achieving a 
better work-family balance resonate around the world. 
 
International Women's Day 
Female unemployment reached 9.8 per cent in Latin America and the Caribbean   
06 March 2017  
   Deteriorating working conditions particularly affect women in the labour market. In an article 
released this week on the occasion of International Women's Day, José Manuel Salazar, ILO 
Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean insists on the need to promote 
employment equality in the region. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 11 March 2017] 
8/3/17 
Air transport sector growth presents significant opportunities for addressing global gender 
equality targets 
 
6/3/17 
ICAO Council adopts new CO2 emissions standard for aircraft 

 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2017/March/report_-increasing-flows-of-fentanyl-fuel-a-steep-rise-in-overdose-deaths.html
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
https://unhabitat.org/antonio-guterres-visits-mathare-on-first-field-mission-as-un-secretary-general/
https://unhabitat.org/antonio-guterres-visits-mathare-on-first-field-mission-as-un-secretary-general/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_545963/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_546655/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Air-transport-sector-growth-presents-significant-opportunities.aspx
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Air-transport-sector-growth-presents-significant-opportunities.aspx
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Council-adopts-new-CO2-emissions-standard-for-aircraft.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f%5b0%5d=type%3Anews
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Publish Date: 8 March 2017  
International Women’s Day: WMO works towards Planet 50-50  
   On the occasion of International Women’s Day, WMO Secretary-General Petteri Taalas has 
launched a WMO-wide campaign to promote good practice on how to mainstream gender into 
organizational policies and practices; how to attract girls and women into Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), and how to make weather and climate services more 
gender-sensitive… 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Wednesday, 08 March 2017 
Launch of UNIDO trade, investment and innovation gender brochure on International Women’s 
Day 2017 
   Vienna, 8 March 2017 - On International Women’s Day (IWD) 2017, the Department of 
Trade, Investment and Innovation (TII) of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) launches its own gender brochure.... 
 
UNIDO report on benefits of low-carbon growth and adapting to climate change threats in four 
African countries 
   VIENNA, 7 March 2017 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
today released its assessment of national policies and the vulnerability of industries to climate 
change in selected sub-sectors in Egypt, Kenya, Senegal and South Africa.   
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
10 March 2017 
Governments need to lead the protection of children in tourism – UNWTO World Tourism 
Network on Child Protection meets in Berlin 
   The 32nd meeting of the UNWTO World Tourism Network on Child Protection focused on the 
role of governments in advancing the fight against the exploitation of children in tourism (9 
March 2017). 
   “Child protection is the responsibility of all - communities, private sector, academia, but 
governments have a leading role to play” said Carol Bellamy, Chair of the Network, opening the 
meeting. 
   “There is a bright and black side to tourism; we need to recognize the black side exists and 
address it with no shame. We need zero tolerance to any form of child exploitation. We cannot 
allow the tourism infrastructure to be used for this and shouldn’t have any issues in exposing 
such situations”, said UNWTO Secretary-General, Taleb Rifai… 
 
06 Mar 17  
UNWTO advances the conversion of the Code of Ethics into an international Convention 
   The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is working to convert the UNWTO Global Code of 
Ethics for Tourism into an international Convention, in order to increase the commitment of all 

https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/international-women%E2%80%99s-day-wmo-works-towards-planet-50-50
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/launch-of-unido-trad.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/launch-of-unido-trad.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-report-on-bene.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-report-on-bene.html
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2017-03-10/governments-need-lead-protection-children-tourism-unwto-world-tourism-netwo
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2017-03-10/governments-need-lead-protection-children-tourism-unwto-world-tourism-netwo
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2017-02-23/unwto-advances-conversion-code-ethics-international-convention
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stakeholders to its principles. The process is being led by an intergovernmental Working Group 
composed of representatives of 36 UNWTO Member States.  
   While extremely relevant for the tourism sector, the UNWTO Global Code of Ethics for 
Tourism, adopted in 1999, represents a voluntary instrument whereas, the future Convention 
on Tourism Ethics would constitute a binding instrument… 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Mar 1, 2017 PR/2017/803 
Australian Donation Means New Life for Fund that Involves Indigenous Peoples in International 
Negotiations 
   WIPO Director General Francis Gurry has welcomed an independent contribution by the 
Australian Government that has reinvigorated a fund supporting the participation of the world’s 
indigenous peoples in international negotiations hosted at WIPO. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
09/03/2017 
EU and IOM strenghten ties on global migration  
   On 9 March 2017, senior officials from the European Union and the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM - the United Nations Migration Agency) met in Brussels to further strengthen 
their joint cooperation on addressing the challenges and...  
 
EU Humanitarian Aid: mainstreaming gender policies 
08/03/2017 
   The EU is at the forefront of mainstreaming gender policies in humanitarian aid allocation and 
programming. On March 7th, Monique Pariat, the Director General of the European 
Commission's European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations,...  
 
Iraq to receive additional €42.5 million in EU humanitarian assistance 
07/03/2017 

http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2017/article_0001.html
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2017/article_0001.html
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-and-iom-strenghten-ties-global-migration_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-humanitarian-aid-mainstreaming-gender-policies_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/iraq-receive-additional-425-million-eu-humanitarian-assistance_en
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   The European Commission is scaling up its response to the humanitarian crisis in Iraq with a 
new aid package in 2017 worth €42.5 million. The funding was announced today by the 
Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
March 09, 2017  
UNSG, Mr. Antonio Guterres and AU Commissioner for Social Affairs, Dr. Mustapha Kaloko, joins 
the Government of Kenya, to launch the AU Campaign against Child Marriage, on International 
Women's Day  
   Nairobi, Kenya, 08 March 2017 – In an effort to strengthen and accelerate national 
consciousness and action towards ending child marriage and gender based violence, the 
Government of the Republic of Kenya, on International Women's Day, launched the AU 
Campaign to End Child Marriage and a joint Government of Kenya and United Nations 
Programme against Gender Based Violence, with the theme, "Celebrating the Bold Women of 
Kenya"… 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
MANILA, 8 March 2017  
ASEAN collaborates to end malnutrition 
   - ASEAN, despite impressive economic growth and cultural diversity, is still facing the double 
burden of malnutrition. Under-nutrition and obesity remain to be a big threat across the region. 
In 80% of ASEAN Member States, an estimate…d 5.4 million children suffer wasting and 17.9 
million children are stunted […] 
 
ASEAN Welcomes Entry into Force of ACTIP 
   JAKARTA, 8 March 2017 - The ASEAN Convention Against Trafficking in Persons, Especially 
Women and Children (ACTIP), signed on 21 November 2015 in Kuala Lumpur, enters into force 
today in the six ASEAN Member States that have ratified the Convention. The Convention is 
designed to come into force on the thirtieth day following the deposit [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 11 March 2017] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
07/03/2017   
EU announces €42.5 million in humanitarian assistance for Iraq  
Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management announces additional funding to 
assist and protect civilians in Iraq during his fifth visit to the country.  
,,,European Commission - Press release Brussels, 7 March 2017 Commissioner for Humanitarian 
Aid and Crisis Management announces additional funding to assist and protect civilians in Iraq 
during his fifth visit to the country.  
 

http://www.au.int/en/
https://www.au.int/web/en/pressreleases/20170309/unsg-mr-antonio-guterres-and-au-commissioner-social-affairs-dr-mustapha
https://www.au.int/web/en/pressreleases/20170309/unsg-mr-antonio-guterres-and-au-commissioner-social-affairs-dr-mustapha
https://www.au.int/web/en/pressreleases/20170309/unsg-mr-antonio-guterres-and-au-commissioner-social-affairs-dr-mustapha
http://www.asean.org/news
http://asean.org/asean-collaborates-to-end-malnutrition-2/
http://asean.org/asean-welcomes-entry-into-force-of-actip/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-486_en.htm
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OECD  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
March 9, 2017 
[FACT SHEET] Report "Irregular Migration Flows to the Americas from Africa, Asia and the 
Caribbean" 
The full report is available here. 
   :: Extra-continental migration: Most of the migrants to the region coming from outside the 
Americas come from Eritrea, Somalia, Ethiopia, Nepal, Bangladesh, China, India, Iraq and Sri 
Lanka. 
   :: Cuban Migration: Since the beginning of talks to restore diplomatic relations between the 
United States and Cuba, there has been a significant flow of Cuban nationals who have moved 
to Ecuador, a country that had withdrawn entry requirements for Cubans. Flows through 
Central America and Mexico to the United States also remained high. 
   :: Haitian migration: there was a growth in the number of Haitians migrating to Latin America 
during the period studied, mainly as a result of the Haiti earthquake of 2010. The main 
destination was Brazil, which granted the Haitians migratory stay permits for humanitarian 
reasons. By the end of 2015, the Brazilian government authorized the granting of permanent 
residence visas to 43,871 Haitians who had been admitted and settled in the last four years. 
 
Main Conclusions 
1. Irregular migration transcends issues of a bilateral or regional nature: it includes countries of 
origin, transit and destination. 
2. Irregular flows into the Americas of migrants from Africa, Asia and the Caribbean must be 
analyzed according to their specific origins and characteristics. 
3. Lack of documentation, language barriers, and lack of consular and diplomatic 
representations make it difficult for national authorities, international organizations and civil 
society to manage migration. 
4. The final most likely destination of flows is the United States, followed to a lesser extent by 
Brazil for Haitians, Africans and Asians. For the Cubans, the other preferred destinations are 
Mexico and Ecuador. 
5. Migrants are much more likely to find a relative, friend, or fellow national that facilitates their 
immigration to the United States than to countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
March 9, 2017 
OAS and Oxford University Join Forces to Improve Analysis of Poverty in the Americas 
   The Organization of American States (OAS) and the Oxford Poverty and Human Development 
Initiative (OPHI) today agreed to join forces to promote the use in the region of the 
Multidimensional Poverty Index, a technical tool useful for effective monitoring of compliance 
with the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-004/17
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=S-004/17
http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/Reporte-OIM_OEA_eng_030817_web.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-21247
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
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[Selected Press Releases, Announcements] 
OIC Launches Urgent Intervention Appeal to Save Somalia from Imminent Famine 
   The General Secretariat of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is following with 
deep concern the famine the consequences of which have started to appear in Somalia and the 
Horn of Africa region in general due to serious drought resulting from shortage of rainfall. This 
threatens the lives of more than 17 million people in the states of the Horn of Africa with 
drought affecting Djibouti, Eretria, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda. 
08/03/2017 
 
International Women’s Day: OIC Calls for Review of Women’s Conditions 
On the occasion of the International Women’s Day, on the 8th of March, the Secretary General 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef bin Ahmed Al Othaimeen, stressed 
that the day bears a particular interest for the OIC. It is an opportunity to emphasize the 
importance OIC accords to women’s role in society, to highlight their contribution towards 
building Islamic societies, and to review women’s conditions in light of the challenges they face 
to achieve their rights. 
06/03/2017 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Lourdes Pereira S., First Secretary, 
Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the United Nations, on agenda item 134: Programme Budget 
for the Biennium 2016-2017: Programme budget implications (PBIs): Intergovernamental 
negotiations of the global compact for migration, at the Fifth Committee during the first 
resumed part of the seventy-first session of the General Assembly (New York, 10 March 2017) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
9 March 2017  WTO PRESS RELEASE 
Saudi Arabia gives USD 4 million to help lift poor countries out of poverty through trade 
   The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is actively supporting the Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF) 
programme by contributing USD 4 million for the implementation of Phase Two of the 
programme to help least-developed countries (LDCs) gain from global trade and to provide 
them with a route out of poverty. Saudi Arabia had contributed USD 3 million for the 
implementation of Phase One of the programme. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
10 MARCH 2017 

http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13256&ref=5797&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=13248&ref=5794&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170310b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170310b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170310b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170310b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=170310b
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres17_e/pr789_e.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
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Mauritian women MPs work to raise awareness on gender violence  
   A group of women 12 MPs from the Réseau des femmes parlementaires mauritaniennes 
(Network of Mauritian Women Parliamentarians/REFPAM) organized a “caravan”, or outreach 
visits, to provinces in the country to reach out to local and religious leaders, and the general 
public. The parliamentarians aimed to raise awareness about and advocate for women’s rights 
and ending violence against women and girls. The caravan took place from 12 to 21 February. 
REFPAM held discussions on women's land governance, women's participation in decision-
making positions, and how to combat violence against women. The caravan also consulted local 
leaders and the general public on their needs and expectations regarding the bill on violence 
against women before Parliament. The visits covered the wilayas (provinces) of Brakna, Tarza, 
Gorgol and Guidimagha… 
 
Parliamentarians from sub-Saharan Africa meet to discuss SDG implementation  
08 MARCH 2017 
   Good governance and democratic institutions are fundamental to sustainable development. 
This was one of the conclusions of a regional seminar on the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) for parliaments of sub-Saharan Africa.  
   Members of 18 African parliaments attended the seminar, organized by IPU and the 
Parliament of Uganda in Kampala on 1-3 March. They discussed SDG 16 (Peace, justice and 
effective institutions), and governance, health, climate change and resources for implementing 
the SDGs….  
 
Rwandan MPs encourage adolescents to access sexual and reproductive health services  
06 MARCH 2017 
   MPs in Rwanda visited youth-friendly health centres and universities to educate people, 
especially adolescents, on sexual and reproductive health. The visits were part of the 
collaboration between IPU and the Parliament of Rwanda on maternal, newborn and child 
health, as well as sexual and reproductive health… 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1 
09/03/2017 - NEW 2017/12 - Document entitled "Application for revision of the Judgment of 26 
February 2007 in the case concerning the Application of the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia)" - Statement by H.E. 
Judge Ronny Abraham, President of the International Court of Justice   
 
09/03/2017 - NEW 2017/11 - Application of the International Convention for the Suppression of 
the Financing of Terrorism and of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination (Ukraine v. Russian Federation) - Conclusion of the public hearings on 
the request for the indication of provisional measures submitted by Ukraine - The Court to 
begin its deliberation. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 11 March 2017] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
8 March 2017 
On International Women’s Day, the ICC calls for a world with no fear or violence 
 
:::::: 

http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201703101
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#20170381
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201703061
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/files/6/19376.pdf
http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/files/166/19372.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=PR1283
javascript:void(0)
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World Bank [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
New World Bank Program Explores Concentrated Solar Power Potential in Middle East & North 
Africa  
   Morocco’s Noor-Ouarzazate Solar complex hosts the launch of the World Bank Middle East & 
North Africa Concentrated Solar Power Knowledge & Innovation Program Ouarzazate, March 8, 
2017  
Date: March 8, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
World Bank Group President Calls for Urgent Action on Hunger Crisis  
   WASHINGTON, March 8, 2017—World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim today issued the 
following statement on the devastating levels of food insecurity in sub-Saharan Africa and 
Yemen: “Famine is a stain on...  
Date: March 8, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
To Unlock Potential of Digital Age, Europe Must Go Beyond Internet Access, Says World Bank  
   BUCHAREST, March 7 2017− Countries in the European Union (EU) must enact policies 
designed to better help workers adapt to new jobs being created by the internet if they want to 
avoid increasing inequality...  
Date: March 7, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
Project Signing: Bangladesh receives $300 million World Bank Financing to Empower Local 
Governments Benefitting over 115 million People  
   DHAKA, March 6, 2017 – The government of Bangladesh  today signed a $300 million 
financing agreement with the World Bank to strengthen local governments through establishing 
national budget transfers...  
Date: March 6, 2017 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.imf.org/external/what/whatsnewenglish/what.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
March 8, 2017 
Strengthening the International Monetary System  
IMF Deputy Managing Director Mitsuhiro Furusawa  
   Remarks to a Conference on the Future of International Monetary System for Asia  
Organized by Hitotsubashi University and the IMF Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
Tokyo  
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
08/03/2017 –  
President Adesina announces gender innovation contest to promote gender equality in AfDB’s 
operations 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/03/08/new-world-bank-program-explores-concentrated-solar-power-potential-in-middle-east-and-north-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/03/08/new-world-bank-program-explores-concentrated-solar-power-potential-in-middle-east-and-north-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/03/08/world-bank-group-president-calls-for-urgent-action-on-hunger-crisis
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/03/07/unlocking-digital-dividends-in-eca
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/03/06/project-signing-bangladesh-receives-300-million-world-bank-financing-to-empower-local-governments-benefitting-over-115-million-people
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/03/06/project-signing-bangladesh-receives-300-million-world-bank-financing-to-empower-local-governments-benefitting-over-115-million-people
http://www.imf.org/external/what/whatsnewenglish/what.aspx
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2017/03/08/sp030817-strengthening-the-international-monetary-system
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/president-adesina-announces-gender-innovation-contest-to-promote-gender-equality-in-afdbs-operations-16774/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/president-adesina-announces-gender-innovation-contest-to-promote-gender-equality-in-afdbs-operations-16774/
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   The African Development Bank (AfDB) has announced on International Women’s Day the 
launch of a major gender competition in order to promote gender equality in its operations.  
“Following the successful internal idea competition in 2016 or ‘INNOPitch’, I am today officially 
launching in partnership with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, a special 2017 edition of 
INNOPitch called ‘Gender INNOPitch’ to generate innovative ideas on gender mainstreaming,” 
said AfDB President Akinwumi Adesina. “Staff will be invited to submit ideas on mainstreaming 
gender in their work and seed funding of US $10,000 per idea will be awarded to the most 
innovative ideas that have the potential to generate impact on gender outcomes,” he added. 
 
African Risk Capacity and the African Development Bank partner to strengthen African countries 
struggling with climate disasters 
   07/03/2017 - The African Risk Capacity (ARC) has added a crucial partner to its portfolio by 
formally teaming up with the African Development Bank (AfDB) to strengthen mechanisms to 
manage weather-related risk on the continent. This partnership will formalize a technical 
collaboration to enhance risk management infrastructure and policy across Africa; it will also 
support African countries in building resilience against climate shocks and in taking ownership 
of their disaster response. 
 
Reaching Small and Medium Enterprises in Africa: A Learning Forum on Africa SME Program 
Technical Assistance 
  06/03/2017 - The African Development Bank provides significant financial resources to reach 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs), including through its non-sovereign operations. In 2016 
alone, the AfDB Board of Directors approved over US $400 million in new lending to financial 
institutions (FIs) for Africa’s SMEs. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
8 March 2017 
Vulnerable Countries from Asia-Pacific Meet to Invest in Climate Action 
  Finance ministers and senior officials from 15 developing economies across Asia and the 
Pacific met today at the Asian Development Bank (ADB) headquarters in Manila to discuss 
enhanced economic and financial responses to climate change. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Beijing, China, March 07, 2017 
AIIB Says No to Doing Business with Corrupt Bidders 
The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has taken another step towards solidifying its 
anti-corruption policies by voluntarily adopting the list of sanctioned firms and individuals under 
the Agreement for Mutual Enforcement of Debarment Decisions (AMEDD), effective March 1, 
2017. This means close to a thousand entities that have been debarred by five other leading 
multilateral development banks are also now debarred by AIIB, as set out in the Bank’s Policy 
on Prohibited Practices …. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-risk-capacity-and-the-african-development-bank-partner-to-strengthen-african-countries-struggling-with-climate-disasters-16766/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-risk-capacity-and-the-african-development-bank-partner-to-strengthen-african-countries-struggling-with-climate-disasters-16766/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/reaching-small-and-medium-enterprises-in-africa-a-learning-forum-on-africa-sme-program-technical-assistance-16764/
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/reaching-small-and-medium-enterprises-in-africa-a-learning-forum-on-africa-sme-program-technical-assistance-16764/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/vulnerable-countries-asia-pacific-meet-invest-climate-action
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/2017/20170307_001.html
http://lnadbg4.adb.org/oai001p.nsf/
https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/operational-policies/prohibited-practices.html
https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/operational-policies/prohibited-practices.html
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IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017 
8 March 2017 
UN agencies in Rome step up on gender equality to end hunger and poverty  
Empowerment of rural women is fundamental for achieving 2030 Agenda 
  8 March 2017, Rome - Leaders from the three UN Rome-based agencies today marked 
International Women’s Day by reinforcing their commitments to step up efforts to invest in the 
capacities of rural women as key agents of change in building a world without hunger. 
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) and the World Food Programme (WFP) reminded the world that women 
and girls play a crucial role in achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in 
particular, the goal of eradicating hunger and extreme poverty.  
   “Women play a critical role in agriculture and food systems – not just as farmers, but also as 
food producers, traders and managers,” said FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva on 
the occasion of the Day. ”However, women still face major constraints in rural labour markets 
and in agricultural value chains. They are more likely to be in poorly paid jobs, without legal or 
social protection. This limits women’s capacity to advance their skills, earn incomes and access 
employment opportunities.” … 
 
8 March 2017 
South Africa will only eradicate poverty if rural youth participate equally in the economy, says 
IFAD report  
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
09/03/2017 
Africa Health Agenda 2017 International Conference Communiqué 
   The Sustainable Development Goals provide a new framework for global health. The Africa 
Health Agenda must be a distinct part of this global agenda for change. We therefore focused 
on: 
1.    Generating homegrown solutions to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals across 
the continent. 
2.    Sharing scientific research findings, evidence and best practices addressing health and 
health systems in Africa. 
3.    Identifying and discussing gaps and challenges in implementing the Sustainable 
Development Goals in Africa. 

https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2017
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=40895929&locale=en_US
http://www.un.org/en/events/womensday/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=40891915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=40891915&locale=en_US
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/africa-health-agenda-2017-international-conference-communiqu/
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   Over the past five days, we have once again seen the power of homegrown innovation in 
addressing the unique challenges of achieving universal healthcare in Africa. 
   To read full Communiqué Click Here 
 
Pushing the maternal health agenda through partnerships and innovation 
07/03/2017 
   Amref Health Africa and PharmAccess have joined forces in an innovative partnership called i-
PUSH. The partnership aims to improve access to better health care for 100,000 women and 
their families in Kenya through mobile phones. i-PUSH was officially unveiled on Tuesday 
evening at the Radisson Blu poolside in an... 
 
First Ladies Endorse Engagement of Youth in Charting Out Africa’s Health Agenda 
06/03/2017 
   Vibrant energy marked the two days of the AHAIC Youth Pre-Conference on March 5 and 6 as 
over 200 young people from across the continent debated and deliberated on issues related to 
their health and wellbeing, and made their voices heard as a key target group and critical 
players... 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
10.03.17 
Clean Drinking Water for IDPs from Mosul area 
LMS treatment system helps provide IDPs in Qayyarah Airstrip in Iraq with clean drinking water. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 11 March 2017]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
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Fountain House  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 11 March 2017]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
   
 
Heifer International  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 11 March 2017]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles      
News release   03 March 2017  
Ukraine: ICRC president alarmed at deteriorating conditions for civilians on the 
front line  
   The president of the ICRC, Peter Maurer, has concluded a five-day visit to Ukraine. 
10-03-2017 | News release  
 
ICRC releases report on humanitarian situation in Colombia 
   The ICRC observed a clear reduction in the impact of the internal armed conflict on the 
civilian population in Colombia in 2016. 
09-03-2017 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
7 March 2017 
Land Rover unveils drone-fitted search and rescue vehicle to support Red Cross Red 
Crescent disaster response 
   Land Rover has debuted ‘Project Hero’, a new Discovery vehicle with a tailor-made 
communications drone and other specialist technology to enhance Red Cross and Red Crescent 
emergency response operations in the wake of disasters 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases & Statements 
Press Release 
“Catastrophe has already arrived” - The IRC steps up response to famine threat 
across Africa region, described by U.N. as “largest humanitarian crisis since 1945” 
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http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/land-rover-ifrc-drones/
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http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
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https://www.rescue.org/press-release/catastrophe-has-already-arrived-irc-steps-response-famine-threat-across-africa-region
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March 11, 2017 
 
Press Release 
Counterproductive and cruel, new Executive Order narrowed to exclude most 
vetted, most vulnerable 
March 6, 2017 
 
 
IRCT  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News  09 Mar 2017  
Training programme of IRCT and EASO sets path for efficient medico-legal 
evaluation of torture survivors in Cyprus asylum procedures  
   Due to the circumstances in which they migrate and flee, asylum seekers often arrive in a 
new country with no documents to prove their identity, background, stories, and allegations; 
and for those who allege torture in their country of origin, documentary ‘proof’ usually does not 
exist 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 11 March 2017]  
No new digest content identified.  
 

 
Landsea   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 11 March 2017]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Hungary: Widespread Violence Against Migrants and Refugees at Border 
March 08, 2017 
   BRUSSELS/BELGRADE/NEW YORK—In recent months, Doctors Without Borders/Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF) teams in Serbia have treated an increasing number of patients reporting 
widespread violence and cruel and degrading treatment allegedly perpetrated by Hungarian 
authorities at the Serbian/Hungarian border, MSF said today, calling on Hungarian authorities to 
investigate and take immediate action to stop these brutal practices. 
 
Press release 
Doctors Without Borders Oral Statement Regarding the 2017 USTR Special 301 
Review 
  WASHINGTON, MARCH 8, 2017—Judit Rius Sanjuan, Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans 
Frontières’ (MSF) Access Campaign manager and legal policy advisor, delivered the following 
remarks at the United States Trade Representative's 2017 Special 301 Review hearing today. 
  
Press release 
MSF Condemns Kabul Hospital Attack  
March 08, 2017 
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   KABUL, AFGHANISTAN, MARCH 8, 2017—The international medical humanitarian organization 
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) issued the followed statement today 
from Renzo Fricke, MSF operations coordinator for Afghanistan. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
March 7, 2017 
Mercy Corps Closes Operations in Turkey  
Turkish government revokes registration to operate  
   ANKARA, TURKEY and PORTLAND, ORE. – The Turkish government has revoked Mercy Corps’ 
registration that allows us to operate in Turkey, forcing us to shut down our operations in 
Turkey, effective immediately. 
   Our hearts are broken by this turn of events, which comes after five years of cooperation with 
the government of Turkey and other local partners. 
   Since 2012, Mercy Corps has conducted from Turkey one of the largest humanitarian 
operations in Syria, delivering urgently needed, lifesaving assistance to 350,000 to 500,000 
innocent civilians in Syria each month. More recently, we have provided a range of social 
services and other emergency assistance in Turkey, reaching about 100,000 Syrian and Turkish 
men, women and children in 2016 alone. 
   Our operations in Syria will continue, and our priority right now is to limit any adverse effects 
our departure from Turkey may have on the innocent men, women and children who depend on 
our assistance. Our sites in Turkey are closed… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
10 March 2017 
Oxfam demands justice for the victims of the Virgen de Asunción Home for girls and 
adolescents in Guatemala 
   Oxfam expresses its solidarity with the families of the 35 girls and adolescents who lost their 
lives, as well as those of the children who are still hospitalized with serious burns, following the  
 
Israel threatens imminent demolition of entire Palestinian community 
10 March 2017 
   A Palestinian Bedouin community is at imminent risk of forcible transfer, a grave breach of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention, if the Israeli government acts on military orders to demolish an 
entire vil 
 
Let us be proud of Europe: more than 170 NGOs call on EU to lead by values, not 
fear, in migration response 
8 March 2017 
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EU leaders must live up to their commitments to European values in responding to migration 
and stop copying xenophobic populist recipes, more than 170 NGOs said today in a joint 
statement. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Oxfam stands in solidarity with global strike on International Women’s Day 
8 March 2017 
   "Women and girls are today bravely taking a stand and Oxfam stands with them in solidarity," 
said Winnie Byanyima, Oxfam International Executive Director and women’s rights leader, this 
International Women’s Day. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 06. Mar 2017  
Renewed US ban bounces refugees from hope to despair again 
   The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is deeply dismayed by the new executive order on 
immigration and refugee resettlement issued today by US President Donald Trump, barring 
citizens of six Muslim-majority countries from entering the United States of America, while 
suspending the refugee resettlement programme for 120 days.  
 
 
Pact  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.pactworld.org/news 
March 6, 2017 
Pact names new chief financial officer 
   Pact has appointed Bruce Pankey as its chief financial officer. Pankey begins in his new role 
today. “Bruce brings impressive technical and leadership skills, and on top of that, he is an 
excellent match with Pact's culture and values," said Mark Viso, Pact's president and CEO. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Posted on March 08, 2017 
10 Hens and Hope in Chiapas  
   …The families received their chickens through a partnership between Compaňeros En Salud, 
as Partners In Health is known in Mexico, and Heifer International, an Arkansas-based nonprofit 
focused on ending hunger and poverty through sustainable agriculture and commerce. PIH 
helped identify families with malnourished children, while Heifer provided the hens whose eggs 
would add protein and essential calories into the families’ diet. 
   PIH and Heifer piloted the program in August 2014 with 65 families in Soledad and Matasano, 
two of the 10 communities in which PIH operates in the rural Sierra Madre of Chiapas. The 
collaboration was so successful that they decided last year to expand to two other communities: 
Laguna del Cofre and Salvador Urbina. 
   “From the data we have, it seems that the community with the biggest problem is Laguna del 
Cofre,” says Dr. Rodrigo Bazúa, the community program coordinator in Mexico, citing a 
malnutrition survey PIH conducted in 2015. “Fifty percent of the children were chronically 
malnourished.” Many showed signs of stunting, meaning their height and weight did not meet 
global benchmarks for their age… 
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PATH  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9506653/k.C303/Press_Releases_2017
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
Selected Press Releases 
1.2 Million People Affected by Drought in Sri Lanka as Farmers are Confronted with 
Worst Harvest in 40 Years  
March 9, 2017 
 
Cholera Cases Soar as Somalia Spirals Towards Famine  
March 9, 2017 
 
New Study Documents Psychological Horrors of Six-Year War on Syrian Children  
March 6, 2017 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Save the Children Statement on New Executive Order Impacting Refugees  
March 6, 2017 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
08.03.2017  
SOS Children's Villages Greece expands capacity to care for young migrants 
    SOS Children’s Villages gives unaccompanied children a helping hand, but Greece’s National 
Director sees challenges ahead  
 
05.03.2017  
A steady presence to help families in Syria and beyond 
   Six years after the Syrian war began, this photo essay illustrates the humanitarian assistance 
we have provided for children and families, and how the Syrian war has affected SOS Children’s 
Villages. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
March 8, 2017  
Women's Empowerment in Mali  
   This International Women’s Day, we’re celebrating the incredible ways women across Mali 
have applied their new knowledge and skills learned during the Community Empowerment 
Program (CEP) to fit their unique lives… 
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Women for Women International  [to 11 March 2017]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Freedom House [to 11 March 2017] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Joint Letters 
March 9, 2017 
Coalition of NGO, Diaspora Groups Support Congressional Hearing on Human Rights 
in Ethiopia  
   The undersigned civil society organizations urge the House of Representatives to pass House 
Resolution 128, supporting respect for human rights and encouraging inclusive governance in 
Ethiopia. 
Amnesty International 
Ethiopia Human Rights Project 
Freedom House 
Freedom Now 
Human Rights Watch 
Oromo Advocacy Alliance 
Solidarity Movement for a New Ethiopia 
Torture Abolition and Survivors Support Coalition (TASSC) 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
7 Mar 2017  
Many governments in Asia Pacific fail to stop corruption; 900 million people are 
paying bribes 
    Approximately 900 million – or just over one in four – people living in 16 countries in Asia 
Pacific, including some of its biggest economies, are estimated to have paid a bribe to access 
public services, according to a new public opinion poll from Transparency International.  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
March 09, 2017    
Proposed new border regulations would harm children  
by ChildFund International    
   ChildFund International is deeply concerned about reports that the Department of Homeland 
Security proposes to separate parents from their children at the U.S. border as a deterrent to 
illegal migration. Not only would this forcible separation create further trauma for families who 
came here fleeing violence and hardship, but it would also cause irreparable harm to the 
children caught in the maelstrom. 
 
ChildFund Alliance responds to drought and famine in the Horn of Africa  
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March 08, 2017    
by Diana Quick    
   Millions of people in the Horn of Africa are facing hunger, displacement and loss of livelihoods 
due to severe drought in the region. In the affected countries – Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South 
Sudan and Uganda – more than half of those impacted are children.  
 
ChildFund International and Christian Children’s Fund of Canada launch joint 
drought response in Ethiopia  
March 08, 2017    
by ChildFund International & Christian Children's Fund of Canada    
   Last year, thanks to a strong El Niño weather pattern, Ethiopia endured its worst drought in 
30 years. And now, while the country is still reeling from that slow-moving disaster, a new 
drought has taken hold, this one thanks to another, more obscure climate phenomenon known 
as the Indian Ocean Dipole. The failure of two rainy seasons has put the lives and livelihoods of 
millions of people in the country’s southern and eastern lowland areas at risk. 
   ChildFund International and Christian Children’s Fund of Canada are combining their efforts to 
address the impact of the current drought on the lives and livelihoods of drought-affected 
people. 
   Read their joint statement. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
08/03/2017  
Donate with Apple Pay comes to UK charities offering an easy, secure & private way 
to pay  
   London, UK - 8 March, 201 -  22 UK charities today announce their supporters can donate 
with Apple Pay.  
 
 
The Elders  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News  6 March 2017  
Five ways to realise and protect women’s rights 
   To mark International Women’s Day 2017, we highlight five perspectives on how to achieve 
gender equality, including on maintaining the momentum in challenging times and the 
importance of engaging men and boys. 
 
Guest blog Alaa Murabit, Michael J. Smith, Musarrat Maisha Reza 6 March 2017  
How women are breaking the cycle of violence, insecurity and poverty 
   Dr. Alaa Murabit, UN High-Level Commissioner on Health Employment and Economic Growth, 
Michael J. Smith and Musarrat Maisha Reza mark International Women's Day by highlighting the 
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link between the empowerment of women and girls and their ability to access education and 
health care. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 11 March 2017] 
www.evidenceaid.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 11 March 2017] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
Selected News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA -International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 11 March 2017] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest Resources 
Regional NGO Perspectives on the Implementation of the Grand Bargain in Asia 
Ahead of the February 2017 regional dialogue, ICVA arranged a pre-meeting with NGO 
representatives to discuss their perspectives on regional implementation of the Grand Bargain. 
As a result of this pre-meeting, the current document was produced. There are many NGOs 
with diverse perspectives in the region, and we cannot present a consolidated position. 
However, in contributing to the discussions at hand, we ask participants in the Asia-Pacific 
Regional Dialogue on the Grand Bargain to consider the following points.  
ICVA NGO Perspectives-GB Regional Meeting.pdf 
 
  
InterAction  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
Mar 07, 2017  
InterAction Member Responses and Resources on Refugees and Resettlement 

http://www.end.org/news
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/regional-ngo-perspectives-implementation-grand-bargain-asia
https://www.icvanetwork.org/system/files/versions/ICVA%20NGO%20Perspectives-GB%20Regional%20Meeting.pdf
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases
https://www.interaction.org/article/what-you-need-know-about-refugee-resettlement-interaction-resources
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   The member NGOs of InterAction, with the generous support of the United States and other 
donors, including a multitude of private American citizens, have assisted refugee and displaced 
people for decades.  
   ..Below is a collection of links to letters, statements, and reactions from InterAction members 
to the January 27 and March 6 executive orders regarding the admission to the United States of 
refugees and the entry of citizens from Iraq, Iran, Syria, Yemen, Sudan, Libya, and Somalia… 
 
 
Locus 
http://locusworld.org/ 
“Locus is a movement focused on engaging those we serve, practitioners, the private sector, 
donors and to drive adoption of locally owned, integrated solutions.” 
March 9, 2017  
Our “biggest frustrations” in building gender sensitive programs 
Author: Gregory Adams, Locus 
   Yesterday was International Women’s Day—a moment for intense reflection for development 
workers. Thinking hard about gender forces us to think hard about good development: when 
we force ourselves to confront the many related needs, wants and perspectives of women and 
girls, we also force ourselves to confront where our standard development toolkit often comes 
up short in serving those same needs, wants and perspectives. 
   Locus is committed to building a better development toolkit, so that people and communities 
can take more control over their own development, and pursue the integrated approaches they 
need and want. So we thought IWD was a good time to ask our community, “What is the 
biggest frustration you’ve faced trying to design/implement gender sensitive programming?”     
Here are highlights of what we heard… 
 
 
Start Network [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/02/01/2017-02281/protecting-the-nation-from-foreign-terrorist-entry-into-the-united-states
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/06/executive-order-protecting-nation-foreign-terrorist-entry-united-states
http://locusworld.org/
http://locus.ngo/news/our-biggest-frustrations-in-building-gender-sensitive-programs
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news
http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development    
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Accessed 11 March 2017 
3/9/17 
Meeting Sub-Saharan Africa’s Frontier Market Financing Needs: More Is Better from 
the IMF 
Antoinette Monsio Sayeh  
   An energizing development for IMF staff working on sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) over the past 
decade was the region's clear growth uptick and progress in reducing poverty relative to earlier 
periods. A number of African countries graduated to lower middle-income country (MIC) status 
and became "frontier economies." This was the essence of the “Africa Rising” story. But since 
my time at the Fund, I have pondered whether the IMF has fully adjusted to the evolving 
financing needs of these countries. I think it’s fair to conclude that this adjustment is a work in 
progress and that SSA frontier countries can themselves do more to accelerate it. 
 
 
ODI   [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Press release | 2 March 2017 
STATEMENT: Chancellor looking into further help for UK oil and gas industry – ODI 
response to 2017 budget  
Press release | 8 March 2017 
   The Chancellor Phillip Hammond has today announced he will look into further help for the 
North Sea oil and gas sector 
 
Poorest countries should not be sidelined in the UK’s new approach to global trade  
Press release | 5 March 2017 

http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://phap.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/meeting-sub-saharan-africas-frontier-market-financing-needs-more-better-imf
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/meeting-sub-saharan-africas-frontier-market-financing-needs-more-better-imf
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.odi.org/news/819-statement-chancellor-looking-further-help-uk-oil-and-gas-industry-odi-response-2017-budget
https://www.odi.org/news/819-statement-chancellor-looking-further-help-uk-oil-and-gas-industry-odi-response-2017-budget
https://www.odi.org/news/818-poorest-countries-should-not-be-sidelined-uk-s-new-approach-global-trade
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   The UK’s post-Brexit trade strategy must avoid harming the world’s poorest countries if it is to 
achieve its aim of becoming a leader in the global economy, say ODI experts 
 
Research reports and studies  
Six development finance proposals to expand climate investment  
Briefing papers | March 2017 | Ilmi Granoff, Darius Nassiry, Neil Bird, Christopher Humphrey, 
Paddy Carter, Alberto Lemma and Annalisa Prizzon 
   This policy brief describes six promising, innovative finance proposals to support greater 
ambition for low-carbon development. 
 
The political economy of road safety: a policy-oriented literature review  
Bibliography and literature reviews | March 2017 | Joseph Wales 
   This report develops a political approach to understanding road safety issues using analysis of 
existing literature on road safety issues and interventions. 
 
What’s the magic word? Humanitarian access and local organisations in Syria  
Working and discussion papers | March 2017 | Eva Svoboda and Saleem Haddad 
   This working paper looks at how local organisations deal with access challenges in Syria when 
providing assistance and protection to civilians. 
 
Supporting impact across a multi-dimensional research programme  
Journal articles or issues | March 2017 | Louise Shaxson 
   This chapter of the book The social realities of knowledge for development, showcases 
the Evidence and Policy Group of the DFID-ESRC Growth Research Programme. 
 
Moving away from aid? The case of Indonesia  
Research reports and studies | March 2017 | Annalisa Prizzon and Andrew Rogerson with Maria 
Ana Jalles d'Orey 
  This report focuses on how the Government of Indonesia has managed the transition from 
concessional to less concessional finance. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 11 March 2017] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 10 Mar 2017  
Power to the People: How the Sharing Economy Will Transform the Electricity 
Industry  
:: The Fourth Industrial Revolution is transforming the electricity system with grid-edge 
technologies projected to create more than $ 2.4 trillion of value for society and the industry 
over the next decade, says new Forum report 
:: The rules of the game are changing, with consumers in the driving seat as the sector 
becomes increasingly digitalized and decentralized 
:: Collaboration between public and private sectors is needed to develop the enabling 
infrastructure that unlocks the benefits of tech adoption  
:: Read the full report here 
 

https://www.odi.org/publications/10746-six-development-finance-proposals-expand-climate-investment
https://www.odi.org/publications/10739-political-economy-road-safety-policy-oriented-literature-review
https://www.odi.org/publications/10739-political-economy-road-safety-policy-oriented-literature-review
https://www.odi.org/publications/10739-political-economy-road-safety-policy-oriented-literature-review
https://www.odi.org/publications/10740-what-s-magic-word-humanitarian-access-and-local-organisations-syria
https://www.odi.org/publications/10738-supporting-impact-across-multi-dimensional-research-programme
https://www.odi.org/publications/10737-indonesia-debt-management-mic-middle-income-countries-aid
http://www.urban.org/about/media
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/03/power-to-the-people-how-the-sharing-economy-will-transform-the-electricity-industry
https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/03/power-to-the-people-how-the-sharing-economy-will-transform-the-electricity-industry
https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-future-of-electricity-new-technologies-transforming-the-grid-edge
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News 9 Mar 2017  
Forum Report: Build Trust and Integrity, Enforce Rule of Law to Address Corruption  
:: Building Foundations for Trust and Integrity is a new World Economic Forum report on the 
levels of trust in the Infrastructure and Urban Development industries 
:: Developing trust in public-private cooperation can help address corruption in Latin America 
:: The report, part of the Forum’s Partnering Against Corruption Initiative (PACI), features 
Mexico as a case study, as the country has the potential to be a regional model for reform. 
“” Access the full report here  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 
 

Aga Khan Foundation   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
8 March 2017 
Ford Foundation appoints Pradeep Nair as Regional Director for India, Nepal, and Sri 
Lanka 
   NEW YORK / 8 March 2017 — The Ford Foundation today announced the appointment of 
Pradeep Nair as regional director for its office serving India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. 
A seasoned public and private sector leader, Nair brings deep regional expertise and more than 
20 years of experience building partnerships among government, corporate, philanthropic, and 
civil society partners in the dynamic South Asia region. 
   As regional director, Nair will guide the foundation’s operations in New Delhi, serving three 
countries with a staff of more than 30. Following a period of renewal, he assumes leadership 

https://www.weforum.org/press/2017/03/forum-report-build-trust-and-integrity-enforce-rule-of-law-to-address-corruption
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/building-foundations-for-trust-and-integrity
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/building-foundations-for-trust-and-integrity
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
http://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-appoints-pradeep-nair-as-regional-director-for-india-nepal-and-sri-lanka/
http://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-appoints-pradeep-nair-as-regional-director-for-india-nepal-and-sri-lanka/
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over a revised program focus that represents a fresh start for the foundation and its recently 
registered branch office… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies, the Japanese Government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Mar 07 2017  
Institute 
HHMI Investigator Program Opens National Competition 
HHMI will appoint up to 20 new biomedical researchers through a national open competition. 
   The Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) announced today that it seeks to appoint up to 
20 new biomedical researchers through a national open competition. HHMI recently increased 
the standard term for HHMI investigators from five to seven years, providing longer term, 
flexible support as these scientists explore new research territory. The initiative represents an 
investment of approximately $168 million in basic biomedical research over the next seven 
years. 
  “We’re introducing the new seven-year appointment in recognition of the fact that what many 
of these scientists are trying to do – open up new areas of research – is very difficult,” said 
HHMI President Erin O’Shea. “Giving a scientist seven years of stable support allows them to 
take more risk and achieve more transformative advances.”… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 

https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/hhmi-investigator-program-opens-national-competition
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http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
March 6, 2017 
WKKF releases 2016 annual report: “Real Change for Children: Creating Equitable 
Communities” 
 
  BATTLE CREEK, MICH. – The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) announces the release of its 
2016 annual report: “Real Change for Children: Creating Equitable Communities.”  
   The report presents a preview of the foundation’s refined grantmaking priorities, which 
emerged following a series of 14 community conversations with more than 1,600 grantees and 
partners. The updated priorities – Thriving Children, Working Families and Equitable 
Communities – sharpen the foundation’s focus, as it continues to build upon and leverage eight 
decades of work in advancing real change for children and creating more equitable 
communities.  
   “The field of philanthropy is evolving and we are advancing our efforts in creating measurable 
outcomes for our children, families and communities,” said La June Montgomery Tabron, WKKF 
president and CEO. “This focus is critical to the grantees and communities we serve, so that our 
investments support children and families in realizing their brighter futures.” 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
Perspectives 
Guide Helps Grantmakers Understand Digital Security Threats 
Eric Sears 
Published March 8, 2017 
   Rarely a week goes by without a high-profile malicious hacking story making news headlines. 
Less discussed is the ways in which hacking is used against civil society organizations around 
the world. Yet some of the same actors that target governments and Fortune 500 companies 
also seek to exploit civil society. A major difference is civil society organizations are generally 
far less prepared to mitigate and respond to attacks. In the worst cases, successful digital 
attacks can threaten the safety of an organization’s staff and the people they work with. 
   Targeted digital threats facing civil society cut across a range of fields including, but not 
limited to, human rights and civil liberties, nonprofit journalism, environment, climate change, 
peace and security, and humanitarian. Moreover, general cybercrime touches every part of the 
nonprofit sector. Given these dynamics, it is important that grantmakers strengthen their 
understanding of the digital security landscape and the threats the organizations and people 
they support may face. 
   Through the NetGain Partnership, I have worked with colleagues from the Ford Foundation, 
Open Society Foundations and The Citizen Lab at the University of Toronto to develop the 
Digital Security and Grantcraft Guide. The purpose of the guide is twofold: 1) provide 
grantmakers with a basic overview of the digital security threat landscape faced by civil society 
organizations; and, 2) enable grantmakers to better identify organizations that may face a 
higher level of digital security risk, while raising the bar on grantee digital security generally. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2017/03/wkkf-releases-2016-annual-report-real-change-for-children-creating-equitable-communities
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2017/03/wkkf-releases-2016-annual-report-real-change-for-children-creating-equitable-communities
http://2016annualreport.wkkf.org/
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/perspectives/guide-helps-grantmakers-understand-digital-security-threats/
https://netgainpartnership.org/
https://www.macfound.org/media/files/Digital_Security__Grantcraft_Guide_v1.0_-_Final_2.23.17.pdf
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
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Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
March 7, 2017  
New method to improve analyzing genes for biological research 
   Moore Foundation grantee Carl Kingsford and colleagues at Carnegie Mellon University, Stony 
Brook University and Dana-Farber Cancer Institute have developed a new computational 
method to improve the accuracy of gene expression analyses. These analyses are a major tool 
for basic biological research.  
    The team's new method, called Salmon, takes into account the role of gene expression in 
understanding how organisms work, including what occurs during disease progression. Gene 
activity can't be efficiently measured directly, but can be inferred by monitoring RNA, the 
molecules that carry information from the genes for producing proteins and other cellular 
activities.  
   "Salmon provides a much richer model of the RNA-seq experiment and of the possible biases 
that are known to occur during sequencing," said Carl Kingsford, an associate professor of 
computational biology at Carnegie Mellon and an investigator through the foundation's Data-
Driven Discovery initiative… 
 
March 7, 2017  
A guide to choosing someone to help with your health care decisions 
   As individuals age, they sometimes struggle to understand the role of a proxy as well as how 
to choose one to help them handle their health care needs. A health care proxy is the person 
chosen to make health care decisions for those who are too sick or unable to make them alone. 
   Foundation grantee, The Conversation Project, hopes to tackle this issue with the creation of 
the new guide “How to Choose a Healthcare Proxy and how to be a Healthcare Proxy.” This 
tools aims to help individuals understand the importance of designating someone to help them 
make decisions about their health, and how to choose the appropriate person to do so. 
   The report states: “We cannot overstate the importance of choosing a proxy. Too many 
people – including half of all the people over 65 who are admitted to a hospital – are unable to 
make decisions for themselves.” 
   See more about The Conversation Project, and the other toolkits they have created including 
“The Conversation Starter Kit,” on their website: http://theconversationproject.org/  
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
March 6, 2017  
Palestine’s First “Civil” Media Organization Is a Breakthrough for Independent 
Journalism  
Muamar Orabi  
   Wattan, a news outlet that is neither privately owned nor government run, is elevating 
Palestine’s media landscape. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=new-method-to-improve-analyzing-genes-for-biological-research
https://www.moore.org/grant-detail?grantId=GBMF4554
https://www.moore.org/investigator-detail?investigatorId=kingsford-phd
https://www.moore.org/initiative-strategy-detail?initiativeId=data-driven-discovery
https://www.moore.org/initiative-strategy-detail?initiativeId=data-driven-discovery
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=a-guide-to-choosing-someone-to-help-with-your-health-care-decisions
https://www.moore.org/grant-detail?grantId=GBMF4926
http://theconversationproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/ConversationProject-ProxyKit-English.pdf
http://theconversationproject.org/starter-kits/
http://theconversationproject.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/voices/palestine-s-first-civil-media-organization-breakthrough-independent-journalism
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/voices/palestine-s-first-civil-media-organization-breakthrough-independent-journalism
http://www.packard.org/news/
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Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
March 7, 2017    
First-Of-Its-Kind Platform Connecting Resilience Practitioners Worldwide Launched 
by The Rockefeller Foundation & Partners   
:: New Platform, Zilient, Allows Individuals Working in the Global Resilience Field to Network 
and Share Knowledge Online 
:: Platform Developed through a $5.5 Million Commitment by The Rockefeller Foundation, In 
Partnership with Thomson Reuters Foundation, Blue State Digital and OnFrontiers 
:: Zilient Was Demonstrated Today at RES/CON: The Global Resilience Summit in New Orleans, 
Louisiana 
   NEW ORLEANS—At RES/CON: The Global Resilience Summit, today, The Rockefeller 
Foundation in collaboration with the Thomson Reuters Foundation, Blue State Digital and 
OnFrontiers, unveiled Zilient: a first-of-its-kind online publishing and knowledge-sharing 
platform for global resilience practitioners. 
   Zilient aims to provide two primary services: to connect individuals and teams working across 
the global resilience field, and to elevate high-quality content on resilience. To achieve these 
goals, Zilient hosts a number of features, including user profile pages and a searchable member 
database, as well as a global event directory of upcoming conferences, convenings, 
collaborative opportunities, and workshops. Zilient will publish dozens of new articles, stories 
and reports each week on how communities, cities, governments and other organizations are 
responding to and protecting themselves against some of the biggest social, economic and 
environmental challenges of our time. This will include expert coverage by Thomson Reuters 
Foundation journalists, pieces written by individual members of the Zilient community and 
information curated by Zilient from across the Internet. The platform will also send a weekly 
round-up email to all Zilient members. All news stories will be disseminated through the Reuters 
wire, with an estimated reach of one billion readers. 
   Zilient is an open community. Any interested individual, team or organization is welcome to 
join… 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
March 7, 2017  
RWJF Selects 2017 RWJF Culture of Health Prize Finalists 
   Eleven communities have been chosen as finalists for the fifth annual RWJF Culture of Health 
Prize. The Prize honors and elevates communities that understand health is a shared value and 
everyone has a role to play in driving change. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 11 March 2017] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
No unique new content identified. 
 
 

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/first-kind-platform-connecting-resilience-practitioners-worldwide-launched-rockefeller-foundation-partners/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/first-kind-platform-connecting-resilience-practitioners-worldwide-launched-rockefeller-foundation-partners/
https://www.zilient.org/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2017/03/robert-wood-johnson-foundation-selects--2017-rwjf-culture-of-hea.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
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SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
9-3-2017 
How Five Foundations Collaborated on a New Strategy to Advance the Early 
Childhood SDGs 
By Muriel Langenberger and Dr. Sara Watson 
   The importance of investing in the early years permeates the SDGs. Particularly, Targets 2.2, 
3.2 and 4.2 specifically call attention to early childhood in hunger, health and education; Target 
4.2 calls for early education for all children… 
   …ReadyNation International is a business membership group that supports executives to take 
these actions, to add their clout to the efforts of traditional children’s advocates.  Building on a 
10-year history of business mobilization in the U.S., it has now worked with local leaders to 
create these networks of business champions in Uganda, Romania and Australia.  The Jacobs 
Foundation wanted to explore how this strategy could work in additional countries. 
   The Jacobs Foundation built a funding partnership with the Bernard van Leer Foundation, Aga 
Khan Foundation, Compagnia di San Paolo, and the King Baudouin Foundation.  The purpose of 
the partnership was to host a joint conference, organized by ReadyNation International, to train 
teams from various nations to try to enlist their own business leaders to work as advocates for 
investments in early childhood programs… 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 11 March 2017] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 6 March 2017 
UK neuroscientists win Brain Prize 
News / Published: 6 March 2017 
Wolfram Schultz, a Wellcome fellow, Ray Dolan, former director of the Wellcome Centre for 
Neuroimaging, and Peter Dayan, director of the Gatsby Computational Neuroscience Unit, have 
been awarded the prize for their work to advance understanding of how the brain processes 
reward. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 

http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/
http://sdgfunders.org/blog/144229/lang/en/
http://sdgfunders.org/blog/144229/lang/en/
http://www.readynationinternational.org/
https://www.readynationinternational.org/countries/uganda
https://www.readynationinternational.org/countries/romania
http://readynationaustralia.org.au/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/uk-neuroscientists-win-brain-prize
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exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
March 01, 2017 Volume 45, Issue 3, p215-340, e34-e44  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2017 Volume 52, Issue 3, p263-416, e67-e94  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 107, Issue 3 (March 2017)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 96, Issue 3, 2017  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
Article 
An Investment Case to Prevent the Reintroduction of Malaria in Sri Lanka  
Rima Shretta, Ranju Baral, Anton L. V. Avanceña, Katie Fox, Asoka Premasiri Dannoruwa, 
Ravindra Jayanetti, Arumainayagam Jeyakumaran, Rasike Hasantha, Lalanthika Peris and 
Risintha Premaratne  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0209  
Abstract 
Sri Lanka has made remarkable gains in reducing the burden of malaria, recording no locally 
transmitted malaria cases since November 2012 and zero deaths since 2007. The country was 
recently certified as malaria free by World Health Organization in September 2016. Sri Lanka, 
however, continues to face a risk of resurgence due to persistent receptivity and vulnerability to 
malaria transmission. Maintaining the gains will require continued financing to the malaria 
program to maintain the activities aimed at preventing reintroduction. This article presents an 
investment case for malaria in Sri Lanka by estimating the costs and benefits of sustaining 
investments to prevent the reintroduction of the disease. An ingredient-based approach was 
used to estimate the cost of the existing program. The cost of potential resurgence was 
estimated using a hypothetical scenario in which resurgence assumed to occur, if all prevention 
of reintroduction activities were halted. These estimates were used to compute a benefit–cost 
ratio and a return on investment. The total economic cost of the malaria program in 2014 was 
estimated at U.S. dollars (USD) 0.57 per capita per year with a financial cost of USD0.37 per 
capita. The cost of potential malaria resurgence was, however, much higher estimated at 13 
times the cost of maintaining existing activities or 21 times based on financial costs alone. This 
evidence suggests a substantial return on investment providing a compelling argument for 

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0209
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Rima+Shretta&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Ranju+Baral&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Anton+L.+V.+Avance%C3%B1a&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Katie+Fox&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Asoka+Premasiri+Dannoruwa&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Ravindra+Jayanetti&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Arumainayagam+Jeyakumaran&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Rasike+Hasantha&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Lalanthika+Peris&option1=author&noRedirect=true
http://www.ajtmh.org/search?value1=Risintha+Premaratne&option1=author&noRedirect=true
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.16-0209
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advocacy for continued prioritization of funding for the prevention of reintroduction of malaria in 
Sri Lanka. 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 11 March 2017) 
[No new content] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2017; volume 2, issue 1 
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 11 March 2017) 
Research article 
Engaging patients in health research: identifying research priorities through 
community town halls  
The vision of Canada’s Strategy for Patient-Oriented Research is that patients be actively 
engaged as partners in health research. Support units have been created across Canada to 
build capacity in patient-ori... 
Holly Etchegary, Lisa Bishop, Catherine Street, Kris Aubrey-Bassler, Dale Humphries, Lidewij Eva 
Vat and Brendan Barrett 
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:192  
Published on: 11 March 2017 
 
Research article 
Assessment of provider-initiated HIV screening in Nigeria with sub-Saharan African 
comparison  
Despite Nigeria’s high HIV prevalence, voluntary testing and counselling rates remain low. 
UNAIDS/WHO/CDC recommends provider-initiated testing and counselling (PITC) for HIV in 
settings with high HIV prevalen... 
Felix A. Ogbo, Andrew Mogaji, Pascal Ogeleka, Kingsley E. Agho, John Idoko, Terver Zua Tule 
and Andrew Page 
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:188  
Published on: 9 March 2017 
 
Research article 
Developing a measure of mental health service satisfaction for use in low income 
countries: a mixed methods study  
Service satisfaction is integral to quality of care and measures are therefore considered 
important indicators of quality. Patient’s responses to their experiences of using services are 
under-researched in the... 
Rosie Mayston, Kassahun Habtamu, Girmay Medhin, Atalay Alem, Abebaw Fekadu, Alehegn 
Habtamu, Martin Prince and Charlotte Hanlon 
BMC Health Services Research 2017 17:183  
Published on: 9 March 2017 

http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
http://gh.bmj.com/content/2/1?current-issue=y
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2138-y
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2138-y
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2132-4
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2132-4
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2126-2
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2126-2
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BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 11 March 2017) 
Research article 
Lack of immunity against rubella among Italian young adults  
To support the evaluation of the 2010-15 National Plan for Measles and Congenital Rubella 
Elimination, the authors designed and performed a serosurveillance survey to verify the 
immunity/susceptibility rate ag... 
Gallone Maria Serena, Gallone Maria Filomena, Larocca Angela Maria Vittoria, Germinario Cinzia 
and Tafuri Silvio 
BMC Infectious Diseases 2017 17:199  
Published on: 7 March 2017 
 
Research article 
Which recommendations are considered essential for outbreak preparedness by first 
responders?  
Preparedness is considered essential for healthcare organizations to respond effectively to 
outbreaks. In the current study we aim to capture the views of first responders on what they 
consider key recommendat... 
Evelien Belfroid, Aura Timen, Jim E. van Steenbergen, Anita Huis and Marlies E. J. L. Hulscher 
BMC Infectious Diseases 2017 17:195  
Published on: 7 March 2017 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 11 March 2017)  
[No new content] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 11 March 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 11 March 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 11 March 2017) 
Research article 
Incomplete childhood immunization in Nigeria: a multilevel analysis of individual 
and contextual factors  
Sulaimon T. Adedokun, Olalekan A. Uthman, Victor T. Adekanmbi and Charles S. Wiysonge 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-017-2295-y
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-017-2293-0
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-017-2293-0
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-017-4137-7
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-017-4137-7
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BMC Public Health 2017 17:236  
Published on: 8 March 2017 
Abstract 
Background 
Under-five mortality remains high in sub-Saharan Africa despite global decline. One quarter of 
these deaths are preventable through interventions such as immunization. The aim of this study 
was to examine the independent effects of individual-, community- and state-level factors on 
incomplete childhood immunization in Nigeria, which is one of the 10 countries where most of 
the incompletely immunised children in the world live. 
Methods 
The study was based on secondary analyses of cross-sectional data from the 2013 Nigeria 
Demographic and Health Survey (DHS). Multilevel multivariable logistic regression models were 
applied to the data on 5,754 children aged 12–23 months who were fully immunized or not 
(level 1), nested within 896 communities (level 2) from 37 states (level 3). 
Results 
More than three-quarter of the children (76.3%) were not completely immunized. About 83% of 
children of young mothers (15–24 years) and 94% of those whose mothers are illiterate did not 
receive full immunization. In the fully adjusted model, the chances of not being fully immunized 
reduced for children whose mothers attended antenatal clinic (adjusted odds ratio 
[aOR] = 0.49; 95% credible interval [CrI] = 0.39–0.60), delivered in health facility (aOR = 0.62; 
95% CrI = 0.51–0.74) and lived in urban area (aOR = 0.66; 95% CrI = 0.50–0.82). Children 
whose mothers had difficulty getting to health facility (aOR = 1.28; 95% CrI = 1.02–1.57) and 
lived in socioeconomically disadvantaged communities (aOR = 2.93; 95% CrI = 1.60–4.71) and 
states (aOR = 2.69; 955 CrI =1.37–4.73) were more likely to be incompletely immunized. 
Conclusions 
This study has revealed that the risk of children being incompletely immunized in Nigeria was 
influenced by not only individual factors but also community- and state-level factors. 
Interventions to improve child immunization uptake should take into consideration these 
contextual characteristics. 
 
Research article 
Building the evidence base for stigma and discrimination-reduction programming in 
Thailand: development of tools to measure healthcare stigma and discrimination  
HIV-related stigma and discrimination (S&D) are recognized as key impediments to controlling 
the HIV epidemic. S&D are particularly detrimental within health care settings because people 
who are at risk of HIV... 
Kriengkrai Srithanaviboonchai, Melissa Stockton, Nareerut Pudpong, Suwat Chariyalertsak, 
Phusit Prakongsai, Chonlisa Chariyalertsak, Piyathida Smutraprapoot and Laura Nyblade 
BMC Public Health 2017 17:245  
Published on: 11 March 2017 
 
Study protocol 
The impact of integrated prevention and treatment on child malnutrition and health: 
the PROMIS project, a randomized control trial in Burkina Faso and Mali  
Evidence suggests that both preventive and curative nutrition interventions are needed to tackle 
child acute malnutrition (AM) in developing countries. In addition to reducing the incidence of 
AM, providing pr... 
Lieven Huybregts, Elodie Becquey, Amanda Zongrone, Agnes Le Port, Regina Khassanova, 
Lazare Coulibaly, Jef L. Leroy, Rahul Rawat and Marie T. Ruel 
BMC Public Health 2017 17:237  
Published on: 9 March 2017 
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BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 11 March 2017) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
March 2017 - Volume 7 - 3 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 95, Number 3, March 2017, 165-240 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/3/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
March 2017  Volume 43, Issue 2  Pages 161–321 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
February 2017 Volume 39, Issue 2, p231-450  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/issue/S0149-2918(17)X0002-7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
November/December 2016  Volume 21, Issue S2  Pages 1–642 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 11 March 2017] 
Research 
Contraceptive availability leads to increase in use in conflict-affected Democratic 
Republic of the Congo: evidence from cross-sectional cluster surveys, facility 
assessments and service statistics  
Humanitarian assistance standards mandate specific attention to address the sexual and 
reproductive health (SRH) needs of conflict-affected populations. Despite these internationally 
recognised standards, access to SRH services is still often compromised in conflict settings. 
CARE in collaboration with the RAISE Initiative strengthened the Ministry of Health (MOH) to 
provide contraceptive services in Maniema province, Democratic Republic of the Congo. This 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/95/3/en/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v43.2/issuetoc
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/issue/S0149-2918(17)X0002-7
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
http://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-017-0104-2
http://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-017-0104-2
http://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-017-0104-2
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study evaluated the effectiveness of this support for MOH health facility provision of 
contraception. 
Sara E. Casey and Martin Tshipamba 
Published on: 8 March 2017 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
April 2017 - Volume 30 - Issue 2  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
April 2017  Volume 17, Issue 1  Pages 1–60 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-1/issuetoc 
EDITORIAL 
Vulnerability and Dignity: Labeling Problems Away (pages 2–3) 
Udo Schuklenk and William Rooney 
Version of Record online: 1 MAR 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/dewb.12142 
 
Articles 
Reconsidering counselling and consent (pages 4–10) 
David R. Hall and Anton A. van Niekerk 
Version of Record online: 1 DEC 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/dewb.12100 
Abstract 
In the current era patient autonomy is enormously important. However, recently there has also 
been some movement back to ensure that trust in the doctor's skill, knowledge and virtue is not 
excluded in the process. These new nuances of informed consent have been referred to by 
terms such as beneficent paternalism, experience-based paternalism and we would add virtuous 
paternalism. The purpose of this paper is to consider the history and current problematic nature 
of counselling and consent. Starting with the tradition founded by Hippocrates we trace and 
seek to understand how relevant aspects of the patient-doctor relationship have evolved under 
the influences of subsequent moral theories. Finally we tentatively endorse certain modes of 
counselling in the current era in order to promote morally sound, good clinical practice. 
 
Articles 
Raising the Barriers to Access to Medicines in the Developing World – The Relentless 
Push for Data Exclusivity (pages 11–21) 
Lisa Diependaele, Julian Cockbain and Sigrid Sterckx 
Version of Record online: 27 JAN 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/dewb.12105 
Abstract 
Since the adoption of the WTO-TRIPS Agreement in 1994, there has been significant 
controversy over the impact of pharmaceutical patent protection on the access to medicines in 
the developing world. In addition to the market exclusivity provided by patents, the 
pharmaceutical industry has also sought to further extend their monopolies by advocating the 
need for additional ‘regulatory’ protection for new medicines, known as data exclusivity. 
Data exclusivity limits the use of clinical trial data that need to be submitted to the regulatory 
authorities before a new drug can enter the market. For a specified period, generic competitors 
cannot apply for regulatory approval for equivalent drugs relying on the originator's data. As a 
consequence, data exclusivity lengthens the monopoly for the original drug, impairing the 
availability of generic drugs. 

http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2017.17.issue-1/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.12142/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.12100/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.12105/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.12105/full
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This article illustrates how the pharmaceutical industry has convinced the US and the EU to 
impose data exclusivity on their trade partners, many of them developing countries. The key 
arguments formulated by the pharmaceutical industry in favor of adopting data exclusivity and 
their underlying ethical assumptions are described in this article, analyzed, and found to be 
unconvincing. Contrary to industry's arguments, it is unlikely that data exclusivity will promote 
innovation, especially in developing countries. Moreover, the industry's appeal to a property 
rights claim over clinical test data and the idea that data exclusivity can prevent the generic 
competitors from ‘free-riding’ encounters some important problems: Neither legitimize excluding 
all others.  
 
Articles 
Factors Affecting Women's Autonomous Decision Making In Research Participation 
Amongst Yoruba Women Of Western Nigeria (pages 40–49) 
Chitu Womehoma Princewill, Ayodele S. Jegede, Karin Nordström, Bolatito Lanre-Abass and 
Bernice Simone Elger 
Version of Record online: 12 FEB 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/dewb.12112 
Abstract 
Research is a global enterprise requiring participation of both genders for generalizable 
knowledge; advancement of science and evidence based medical treatment. Participation of 
women in research is necessary to reduce the current bias that most empirical evidence is 
obtained from studies with men to inform health care and related policy interventions. Various 
factors are assumed to limit autonomy amongst the Yoruba women of western Nigeria. This 
paper seeks to explore the experience and understanding of autonomy by the Yoruba women in 
relation to research participation. Focus is on factors that affect women's autonomous decision 
making in research participation. 
An exploratory qualitative approach comprising four focus group discussions, 42 in-depth 
interviews and 14 key informant interviews was used. The study permits a significant amount of 
triangulation, as opinions of husbands and religious leaders are also explored. Interviews and 
discussions were audiotaped and transcribed verbatim. Content analysis was employed for data 
analysis. 
Findings show that concepts of autonomy varied amongst the Yoruba women. Patriarchy, 
religion and culture are conceived to have negative impact on the autonomy of women in 
respect to research participation. Among the important findings are: 1) male dominance is 
strongly emphasized by religious leaders who should teach equality, 2) while men feel that by 
making decisions for women, they are protecting them, the women on the other hand see this 
protection as a way of limiting their autonomy. We recommend further studies to develop 
culturally appropriate and workable recruitment methods to increase women's participation in 
research. 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 24, Number 8 
http://www.developmentinpractice.org/journals/volume-24-number-8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
January 2017  Volume 35, Issue 1  Pages 1–133 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.12112/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.12112/full
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Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 12, Issue 3, 2017  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 11 - Issue 1 - February 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
April 2017  Volume 41, Issue 2  Pages 209–426 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-2/issuetoc 
Papers 
Stigmatisation and rejection of survivors of sexual violence in eastern Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (pages 211–227) 
Katherine Albutt, Jocelyn Kelly, Justin Kabanga and Michael VanRooyen 
Version of Record online: 30 MAY 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/disa.12202 
 
Papers 
Disaster risk, social vulnerability, and economic development (pages 324–351) 
Patrick S. Ward and Gerald E. Shively 
Version of Record online: 12 MAY 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/disa.12199 
 
Papers 
Emotional, physical, and social needs among 0–5-year-old children displaced by the 
2010 Chilean earthquake: associated characteristics and exposures (pages 365–
387) 
MaryCatherine Arbour, Kara A. Murray, Hirokazu Yoshikawa, Felipe Arriet, Cecilia Moraga and 
Miguel Angel Cordero Vega 
Version of Record online: 12 MAY 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/disa.12197 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
Volume 18, Issue 3, 2017 
http://embor.embopress.org/front.current-issue 
Science & Society  
Improving research misconduct policiesEvidence from social psychology could 
inform better policies to prevent misconduct in research  
Current policies for dealing with research misconduct emphasize the role and responsibility of 
individuals. Evidence from social psychology, however, shows that the environment determines 
personal conduct. Research misconduct policies should address these institutional factors.  
Barbara K Redman, Arthur L Caplan 
Published online 10.03.2017  
 
Science & Society  
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-2/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.12202/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.12202/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.12199/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.12197/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.12197/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.12197/full
http://embor.embopress.org/content/early/2017/03/10/embr.201744110
http://embor.embopress.org/content/early/2017/03/10/embr.201744110
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Charities and the lure of capitalism - Philanthropies dedicated to finding cures for 
rare diseases explore new models for funding and cooperation to accelerate 
research and drug development  
Many charities employ funding schemes from venture capital to accelerate research and drug 
development for rare diseases. Though it has yielded new treatments, venture philanthropy 
prompts raises criticism about the role of charities in marketing and pricing their drugs.  
Howard Wolinsky 
Published online 08.03.2017  
 
Science & Society  
Restoring tropical rain forests - Policies to protect tropical rain forests and efficient 

restoration measures require research‐based evidence on biodiversity and ecology  
After a century of destruction, efforts are underway to halt the deforestation of tropical rain 
forests and replant lost areas. Research on ecology, biodiversity and other factors is essential to 
inform both policies to protect forests and measures to reclaim agricultural areas for 
reforestation.  
Philip Hunter 
Published online 10.03.2017  
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
February 2017, Volume 34, Issue 2  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 23, Number 3—March 2017 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 18, Pages 1-112 (March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
Multi-model comparisons for neglected tropical diseases - validation and projection 
Edited by Déirdre Hollingsworth and Graham Medley 
 
Learning from multi-model comparisons: Collaboration leads to insights, but 
limitations remain 
Original Research Article 
Pages 1-3 
T.D. Hollingsworth, G.F. Medley 
[Initial text] 
   Neglected tropical diseases (known as NTDs) are a group of diseases predominantly affecting 
the poorest populations of the globe (sometimes called the ‘bottom billion’). The risk of disease 
is related to poor housing, poor sanitation and poor health systems as well as the 
environmental suitability of tropical areas. The NTDs are not a well-defined group, and comprise 
a variety of pathogens with different transmission routes, life cycles and behavioural risk 
factors, although they are similar in that they are currently relatively hard to diagnose. The host 
population factors and relatively poor surveillance data present particular challenges for 

http://embor.embopress.org/content/early/2017/03/08/embr.201744065
http://embor.embopress.org/content/early/2017/03/08/embr.201744065
http://embor.embopress.org/content/early/2017/03/08/embr.201744065
http://embor.embopress.org/content/early/2017/03/10/embr.201744118
http://embor.embopress.org/content/early/2017/03/10/embr.201744118
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1755436517300294
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1755436517300294
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providing transmission dynamics models. This collection reflects the current state-of-the-art for 
modelling NTDs, as well as judging on the suitability of models to provide quantitative policy 
advice… 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1 
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 145 - Issue 4 - March 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Winter 2016 (Issue 30.4) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/winter-2016-issue-30-4/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 27, Issue 1, 1 February 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 68,   In Progress   (April 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/66 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
February 2017, Issue 1, Pages 1-192  
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/1/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 44, Issue 1, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 10, Issue 1, Spring 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/winter-2016-issue-30-4/
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/27/1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/66
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/9/1/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current
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Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
December 2016 | Volume 4 | Issue 4   
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 12, 2017   Issue 3   
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 11 March 2017] 
Research 
Controlling corporate influence in health policy making? An assessment of the 
implementation of article 5.3 of the World Health Organization framework 
convention on tobacco control  
Gary Jonas Fooks, Julia Smith, Kelley Lee and Chris Holden 
Published on: 8 March 2017 
 
Research 
The health impact of trade and investment agreements: a quantitative systematic 
review and network co-citation analysis  
Pepita Barlow, Martin McKee, Sanjay Basu and David Stuckler 
Published on: 8 March 2017 
 
 
Health Affairs  
February 2017; Volume 36, Issue 2  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: Delivery System Innovation 
Global Health Innovation 
Primary Health Care That Works: The Costa Rican Experience  
Madeline Pesec, Hannah L. Ratcliffe, Ami Karlage, Lisa R. Hirschhorn, Atul Gawande, and Asaf 
Bitton 
Health Aff March 2017 36:531-538; doi:10.1377/hlthaff.2016.1319  
Abstract 
Long considered a paragon among low- and middle-income countries in its provision of primary 
health care, Costa Rica reformed its primary health care system in 1994 using a model that, 
despite its success, has been generally understudied: basic integrated health care teams. This 
case study provides a detailed description of Costa Rica’s innovative implementation of four 
critical service delivery reforms and explains how those reforms supported the provision of the 
four essential functions of primary health care: first-contact access, coordination, continuity, 
and comprehensiveness. As countries around the world pursue high-quality universal health 
coverage to attain the Sustainable Development Goals, Costa Rica’s experiences provide 
valuable lessons about both the types of primary health care reforms needed and potential 
mechanisms through which these reforms can be successfully implemented.  

http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0234-8
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0234-8
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0234-8
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0240-x
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-017-0240-x
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/36/3/531.abstract
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From the Publisher 
Designating The Health Workforce As A Global Good  
Tom Kenyon 
Health Aff March 2017 36:584; doi:10.1377/hlthaff.2016.1676  
Extract 
The United Nations has registered a milestone: declaring that within thirteen years, everyone, 
wherever they live in the world, should have access to health care regardless of their financial 
situation. This aspiration, contained in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) calling for 
universal health coverage by 2030 (UHC 2030), was agreed upon at the United Nations (UN) 
General Assembly in 2015 and is a significant one—yet it brings with it another challenge: the 
sustained shortage of health workers… 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 18, Issue 2, December 2016 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Section: Universal Health Coverage and Human Rights 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 12 - Issue 1 - January 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 31 Issue 11 March 2017  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 11 March 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 39, Number 1, February 2017 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35792 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 68   January 2017 
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-innovation/ 
The crisis in South Sudan  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/36/3/584.extract
http://www.hhrjournal.org/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35792
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-innovation/
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IDRiM Journal 
Vol 6, No 1 (2016) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15 
IDRiM Conference Special Issue Articles 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 11 March 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 11 March 2017]  
Research Article 
Initiating community engagement in an ecohealth research project in Southern 
Africa  
Community Engagement (CE) in health research ensures that research is consistent with the 
socio-cultural, political and economic contexts where the research is conducted. The greatest 
challenges for researcher... 
Rosemary Musesengwa, Moses J. Chimbari and Samson Mukaratirwa 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty 2017 6:22  
Published on: 7 March 2017 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 9, Issue 1   1 January 2017 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 4, No 3 (2017)  March 2017 
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/21 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 20, Pages 1-162 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/20 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
http://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-016-0231-9
http://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-016-0231-9
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/2
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/21
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/20
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International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 45 Issue 5 October 2016  
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
Volume 53, Supplement, p1-176  - December 2016  
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(16)X0011-2 
International Meeting on Emerging Diseases and Surveillance (IMED) 2016 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 24, 2017 - Issue 2 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Winter 2016  Volume 50, Issue 4  Pages 825–1076, e50–e65 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
March 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 1  
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
March 7, 2017, Vol 317, No. 9, Pages 883-984  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
The European Medicines Agency and Publication of Clinical Study ReportsA 
Challenge for the US FDA 
Anna L. Davis, JD, MPH; James Dabney Miller, JD, MPH  
JAMA. 2017;317(9):905-906. doi:10.1001/jama.2017.0918  
   This Viewpoint argues that publication by the European Medicines Agency of clinical study 
reports as part of its approval process for commercial drugs sets a standard of transparency 
that could challenge the reputation of the US Food and Drug Administration as the international 
standard-bearer in drug and device approval. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
March 1, 2017, Vol 171, No. 3, Pages 207-312  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 

http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(16)X0011-2
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-4/issuetoc
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2605437
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2605437
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
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Improving Access to Evidence-Based Antipoverty Government Programs in the 
United States - A Novel Primary Care Initiative 
Michael K. Hole, MD, MBA; Lucy E. Marcil, MD, MPH; Robert J. Vinci, MD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2017;171(3):211-212. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2016.3868  
This Viewpoint discusses ways in which the medical community can help low-income families by 
providing other services, namely free tax preparation, in primary care clinics. 
 
Viewpoint 
In the Aftermath of the National Children’s StudyIs Large Birth Cohort Data Still a 
Priority? 
Terence Dwyer, MPH, MD, MB, BS, AO; Per Magnus, MD, PhD; Jørn Olsen, MD, PhD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2017;171(3):214-215. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2016.3968  
This Viewpoint discusses the ending of the National Children’s Study and the implications for the 
future of large birth cohort studies.  
 
Original Investigation 
Association Between Pandemic Influenza A(H1N1) Vaccination in Pregnancy and 
Early Childhood Morbidity in Offspring 
Anders Hviid, DrMedSci; Henrik Svanström, PhD; Ditte Mølgaard-Nielsen, MSc; et al.  
JAMA Pediatr. 2017;171(3):239-248. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2016.4023  
This cohort study evaluates whether influenza A(H1N1) vaccination in pregnancy is associated 
with early childhood morbidity in offspring. 
Key Points  
Question  Is pandemic influenza A(H1N1) vaccination in pregnancy associated with an increased 
risk for early childhood morbidity in offspring? 
Findings  In this cohort study, children exposed to maternal vaccination during pregnancy were 
not significantly more likely to be hospitalized in early childhood than unexposed children. 
Meaning  These results support the safety profile of influenza A(H1N1) vaccine used in 
pregnancy 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
March 2017 - Volume 15 - Issue 3  
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
Systematic Review Protocols  
Experiences and impact of mistreatment and obstetric violence on women during 
childbearing: a systematic review protocol 
McGarry, Julie; Hinsliff-Smith, Kathryn; Watts, Kim; More  
JBI Database of Systematic Reviews and Implementation Reports . 15(3):620-627, March 2017.  
 
  
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 42, Issue 1, February 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/42/1/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2017: Volume 7 Issue 1 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2596272
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2596272
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2595571
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2595571
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2587560
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2587560
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Fulltext/2017/03000/Experiences_and_impact_of_mistreatment_and.6.aspx
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Fulltext/2017/03000/Experiences_and_impact_of_mistreatment_and.6.aspx
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/42/1/page/1
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/7/1
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Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 125, Pages 1-104 (March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/123 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Journal of Environmental Management 
Volume 189, Pages 1-168 (15 March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797/189 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
March 2017 - Volume 71 - 3 
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
Theme Issue: Refugee Crisis: The Borders of Human Mobility 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Infectious Diseases (JGID)  
January – March 2017  Vol 9  Issue 1  Pages 1-37 
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 28, Number 1, February 2017 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35850 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 3, Issue 1, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
Resolving Data Wars: New Thoughts About Establishing Trafficking Prevalence 
Introduction to the Special Issue  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
  
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 7 Issue 1  
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/7/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/123
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797/189
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35850
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/7/1
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Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 19, Issue 2, April 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/19/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 15, Issue 1, 2017 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 215, Issue 3  1 Feburayr  2017 
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Editor's Choice  
Completing Polio Eradication: The Case for Antiviral Drugs  
Roland W. Sutter John F. Modlin Michel Zaffran 
 
VIRUSES 
Antiviral Activity of Pocapavir in a Randomized, Blinded, Placebo-Controlled Human 
Oral Poliovirus Vaccine Challenge Model  
Marc S. Collett; Jeffrey R. Hincks; Kimberley Benschop; Erwin Duizer; Harrie van der Avoort ...  
Abstract 
Background. 
Immunodeficient individuals who excrete vaccine-derived polioviruses threaten polio 
eradication. Antivirals address this threat. 
Methods. 
In a randomized, blinded, placebo-controlled study, adults were challenged with monovalent 
oral poliovirus type 1 vaccine (mOPV1) and subsequently treated with capsid inhibitor pocapavir 
or placebo. The time to virus negativity in stool was determined. 
Results. 
A total of 144 participants were enrolled; 98% became infected upon OPV challenge. Pocapavir-
treated subjects (n=93) cleared virus a median duration of 10 days after challenge, compared 
with 13 days for placebo recipients (n=48; P=.0019). Fifty-two of 93 pocapavir-treated subjects 
(56%) cleared virus in 2–18 days with no evidence of drug resistance, while 41 of 93 (44%) 
treated subjects experienced infection with resistant virus while in the isolation facility, 3 (3%) 
of whom were infected at baseline, before treatment initiation. Resistant virus was also 
observed in 5 placebo recipients (10%). Excluding those with resistant virus, the median time to 
virus negativity was 5.5 days in pocapavir recipients, compared with 13 days in placebo 
recipients (P<.0001). There were no serious adverse events and no withdrawals from the study. 
Conclusions. 
Treatment with pocapavir was safe and significantly accelerated virus clearance. Emergence of 
resistant virus and transmission of virus were seen in the context of a clinical isolation facility. 
Clinical Trials Registration. 
EudraCT 2011-004804-38. 
 
 
Journal of International Development 

http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/19/2/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/215/3/333/2647465/Completing-Polio-Eradication-The-Case-for
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/215/3/335/2632208/Antiviral-Activity-of-Pocapavir-in-a-Randomized
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/215/3/335/2632208/Antiviral-Activity-of-Pocapavir-in-a-Randomized
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Marc+S.+Collett
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Jeffrey+R.+Hincks
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Kimberley+Benschop
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Erwin+Duizer
https://academic.oup.com/jid/search-results?f_Authors=Harrie+van+der+Avoort
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March 2017  Volume 29, Issue 2  Pages 157–283 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v29.2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
March 2017 - Volume 43 - 3 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volumes 47–48, Pages 1-98 (November 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 4, Issue 1 (2017)  
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 5 Issue 11 March 2017  
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
March 2017 Volume 182, p1-412  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 38, Issue 1, February 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/41271/38/1/page/1 
Original Article 
National legislation and spending on vaccines in Latin America and the Caribbean  
Michael McQuestion, Ana Gabriela Felix Garcia… 
Abstract 
This study examined the dynamics of vaccine spending and vaccine legislation in the Americas 
Region over the period 1980–2013. Annual vaccine expenditures from thirty-one countries were 
extracted from the Pan American Health Organization Revolving Fund database. Information on 
vaccine laws and regulations was provided by the PAHO Family, Gender, and Life Course Unit. 
Both time series and event history models were estimated. The results show that passing an 
immunization law led a representative country to increase its vaccine spending, controlling for 
income, infant mortality, population size, and DPT3 vaccine coverage. Countries with higher 
vaccine coverage were also more likely to have passed laws. Conversely, higher income 
countries were less likely to have vaccine laws. Vaccine legislation will likely play a similarly 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v29.2/issuetoc
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963
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important role in other regions as more countries move towards immunization program 
ownership 
 
Original Article 
Knowledge and perceptions of polio and polio immunization in polio high-risk areas 
of Pakistan  
Muhammad Atif Habib, Sajid Bashir Soofi, Noshad Ali… 
Abstract 
Pakistan and Afghanistan remain the only countries where polio is endemic, and Pakistan 
reports the most cases in the world. Although the rate is lower than in previous years, the 
situation remains alarming. We conducted a mixed methods study in high-risk areas of Pakistan 
to identify knowledge, attitudes, and practices of target populations about polio vaccine and its 
eradication, and to estimate coverage of routine immunization and oral polio vaccine. We 
surveyed 10,685 households in Karachi, 2522 in Pishin, and 2005 in Bajaur. Some knowledge of 
polio is universal, but important misconceptions persist. The findings of this study carry 
strategic importance for program direction and implementation. 
 
Commentary 
Understanding ‘perceptions’ is critical for all vaccination efforts, not only polio 
eradication  
Roy Widdus 
Abstract 
Because Pakistan is the country with the most daunting challenges for ending transmission of 
endemic poliovirus, the work of Habib et al in this issue is critical for achieving polio eradication 
globally. Understanding why immunization programs are not reaching all children is important 
for success in reducing spread of all vaccine preventable diseases. The methods and insights 
are important for public health generalists, not only those employed in the pursuit of polio 
eradication. 
 
Viewpoint 
Peer-reviewed public health journals from Arabic-speaking countries: An updated 
snapshot  
Basil H. Aboul-Enein, Joshua Bernstein… 
Abstract 
There is a positive association between availability of regional peer-reviewed public health 
information systems and progressive change in community and population health. The objective 
of this brief report was to identify public health journals in Arabic-speaking countries actively 
publishing as of 2016. We conducted an electronic search in several electronic database records 
for public health journals using a combination of search terms. We excluded journals that 
focused on human medicine, veterinary medicine, nursing, and other discipline-specific or 
clinical health professions. We identified twenty-five public health journals for review. Five 
journals were interrupted or discontinued. Only three journals had a consistent, uninterrupted 
active publication history of greater than 20 years. Most journals were not in the regional native 
language. Introduction of regional public health-dedicated journals with in-print and electronic 
availability and also to be published in region-native languages may require interdisciplinary 
partnerships. Region-wide public health journals such as the Eastern Mediterranean Health 
Journal could serve as an ideal model for the establishment of additional local and regional 
public health journals in Arabic-speaking countries. 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
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01 March 2017; volume 14, issue 128 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 24, Issue 2, March/April 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue/24/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Mar 11, 2017 Volume 389 Number 10073 p983-1074  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Evaluating industry's role in vaccine access 
The Lancet 
Published: 11 March 2017 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(17)30694-3 
   On March 6, 2017, the Access to Medicine Foundation released its first Access to Vaccines 
Index, a baseline analysis of industry activities to improve access to vaccines worldwide. Two 
targets for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 3.8 and SDG 3.B) explicitly mention 
vaccines. Yet, despite the global consensus on the centrality of vaccines to modern health 
systems, access is highly variable, and in 2016 there were 19 million unvaccinated and under-
vaccinated children in the world. 
   Challenges to universal and sustainable access to vaccines include development of new 
vaccines, financing, affordability, supply, and implementation. Recognising the vital role of the 
pharmaceutical industry—as innovators, manufacturers, and suppliers—the index examines the 
behaviour of eight companies across 69 diseases, 107 countries, and three areas: research and 
development (R&D), pricing and registration, and manufacture and supply. Although most 
companies were found to make some consideration of affordability when setting vaccine prices, 
a more systematic approach is required, particularly for middle-income countries. For the most 
part, current R&D activities are linked to commercial incentives, with vaccines for seasonal 
influenza, pneumococcal disease, and human papillomavirus receiving the most attention. 
Although a third of R&D projects targeted a disease for which no vaccine exists, the report also 
identified 32 important diseases with no current R&D projects, including yaws, cytomegalovirus, 
and schistosomiasis. While detailing recent successes in the development of new vaccines for 
diseases of global health importance (specifically, dengue and malaria), the report highlights 
the ongoing need to improve vaccines once they reach the market to ensure they address 
usage needs in resource-limited settings. 
   Overall, the index paints a mixed picture of industry efforts. But in setting clear benchmarks it 
shows a path forward for industry to take a conscious and leading role in ensuring that every 
person, regardless of geography or income, has access to effective and affordable vaccines. 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Mar 2017 Volume 5 Number 3 e229-e369  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Mar 2017 Volume 17 Number 3 p237-348  e70-e106  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Public Health 
Mar 2017 Volume 2 Number 3 e121-e156  
http://thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/issue/current 
Comment 
The price of delaying measles eradication 
Open Access  
David N Durrheim, Natasha S Crowcroft 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2468-2667(17)30026-9 
 
On September 27, 2016, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) verified that the 
Americas had eliminated endemic measles transmission.1 This phenomenal achievement 
provides irrefutable empirical evidence supporting the determination reached by a global 
technical consultation, convened by WHO in 2010, that global measles eradication is 
biologically, technically, and operationally feasible.2 The prospect of a world where no child dies 
because of measles has resonated with global leaders and all WHO regions have established 
goals to eliminate measles by 2020 or before. Against this backdrop of proven feasibility and 
stated political will, it is truly disappointing that the recently completed mid-term review of the 
Global Measles and Rubella Strategic Plan, 2012–2020, states that “recent years have seen a 
slowing of progress” and “it is premature to set a timeframe for eradication at this point”.3 
 
The increasing global coverage with measles vaccination accounted for a cumulative estimated 
17·1 million lives saved between 2000 and 2015.4 However, with the stagnation of progress, 
tragically an estimated 114 900 people, mostly children, died due to measles in 2014.5 These 
deaths could have been prevented with a simple, safe, cost-effective health measure—timely 
measles vaccination. 
 
The gains in reducing measles mortality and morbidity are fragile—each new birth cohort 
requires effective vaccine delivery to ensure that at least 95% of individuals are immune or 
measles virus comes back with a vengeance to discover the immunity gaps.6 Unfortunately 
many mature immunisation programmes have cohorts of older children or young adults 
remaining susceptible to measles owing to incomplete reach of immunisation programmes in 
previous years. Once children leave school, they are difficult to reach with immunisation. Global 
surveillance data show 40% of confirmed cases in the European region and 29% in the Western 
Pacific region were 15 years of age or older, and 19% in the European region and 13% in the 
Western Pacific region were 25 years of age or older. 7 
 
Waning immunity could be more important than previously recognised with the window for 
eradicating measles potentially closing. Older generations, who were immune through natural 
infection, are dying and being replaced with infants with lower levels of immunity who are born 
to mothers immune through vaccination. Reinfection of fully vaccinated individuals with 
transmission of infection to others might present a real risk in elimination settings where natural 
boosting is no longer occurring.8 Sustaining herd immunity while the rest of the world catches 
up is now the greatest challenge facing the Americas and countries in other regions that have 
been verified as having interrupted endemic measles transmission. 
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Responding to outbreaks in countries that have achieved, or are close to achieving, elimination 
of endemic transmission can be enormously expensive and disruptive to the health service and 
society. Thus, it is not surprising that the Columbian Minister of Health, Alejandro Gaviria Uribe, 
will present a resolution calling for a measles eradication target date at the 2017 World Health 
Assembly, a proposal supported by all Latin American Ministers of Health.9 
 
Measles vaccination, providing each child with two immunisation doses either through the 
routine programme or campaigns, is one of the most cost-effective public health interventions 
but eradication is even more financially attractive because treatment costs for measles 
infections are avoided (>US$2 billion per year) and prevents disability-adjusted life year (DALY) 
losses prevented (>15 million DALYs per year valued at >$63 billion).10 Measles vaccination 
can also prevent congenital rubella syndrome through combining measles and rubella vaccines, 
and there is the potential to add a range of other health interventions. 
 
Important ethical drivers exist to complete measles eradication. The 1989 Convention on the 
Rights of the Child states that children have the right to the best health care possible and that 
rich countries should help poorer countries achieve this. Every government and the international 
donor community have a duty of care to ensure that children enjoy the protection offered by 
measles vaccine, which is both affordable and effective in preventing severe disease and death. 
The rule of rescue demands that those that are able, in this case governments and international 
donors, rescue identifiable individuals facing avoidable death if personal sacrifice is not 
excessive. Because children who are at high-risk for missing out on vaccine, including migrants, 
nomadic communities, and the rural poor, are often at greatest risk of severe disease because 
of poor nutrition, co-infections, and limited access to health care, reaching them with 
immunisation can have a real effect on health inequities. Measles could be called the equity 
virus: without vaccination, everyone gets measles, and without equitable health-care systems to 
deliver vaccination, measles will continue to present a threat to the most vulnerable. We should 
not risk waiting for the perfect day to set a target. An aspirational vision could fan the flames of 
optimism we need to drive us to the target of eradication faster. The world needs a global 
measles eradication target supported by a global verification commission; we should not settle 
for less. 
We declare no competing interests. [Reference at link in title] 
  
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 21, Issue 2, February 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/21/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 37, Issue 2, February 2017  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
March 2017  Volume 95, Issue 1  Pages 1–209 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2017.95.issue-1/issuetoc 
Op-Eds 
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Volunteering for Clinical Research Studies and Public Health (pages 40–42) 
CATHERINE D. DeANGELIS 
Version of Record online: 7 MAR 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/1468-0009.12244 
 
Original Investigations 
Measuring, Reporting, and Rewarding Quality of Care in 5 Nations: 5 Policy Levers 
to Enhance Hospital Quality Accountability (pages 136–183) 
CHRISTOPH PROSS, ALEXANDER GEISSLER and REINHARD BUSSE 
Version of Record online: 7 MAR 2017 | DOI: 10.1111/1468-0009.12248 
Abstract 
Policy Points: 
   :: Similarities and disparities between countries and initiatives are identified. Measuring, 
reporting, and rewarding quality is heavily focused on process measures. Hospital-level 
benchmarking is not always available publicly. Quality-related payment schemes vary widely, 
with several countries only piloting small-scale initiatives. 
   :: To increase quality accountability, the government has to set standards and incentives. The 
right balance between system centralization and decentralization has to be struck.  
Accountability needs to be based on outcomes, not process measures, and focus should be on 
hospital and medical condition levels. Providers have a central role as quality accountability 
advocates. 
Context 
Studies have documented wide quality variation among hospitals within and across countries. 
Increasing quality-of-care accountability for hospitals, especially for patients and the general 
public, is an important policy objective, but no study has yet systematically and 
comprehensively compared leading countries’ initiatives in this regard. 
Methods 
Based on expert interviews and an extensive literature review, we investigate hospital quality 
accountability in England, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, and the United States. The 
underlying framework includes 3 elements: measuring quality, reporting quality, and rewarding 
quality. Each element is subdivided into 2 dimensions, with measuring composed of indicator 
type and data source, reporting composed of degree of reporting centralization and data 
accessibility, and rewarding composed of extent of application and type of quality-related 
payments. 
Findings 
The results show a wide spectrum of approaches and progress levels. Measuring strategies are 
more similar across countries, while quality reporting and financial rewards are more dissimilar. 
Reporting of process indicators is more prevalent than reporting of outcomes. Most countries 
have introduced some quality-related payment schemes, with the United States having the most 
comprehensive approach. Based on the cross-country assessment, 5 policy levers to enhance 
quality transparency are identified and illustrated through country-specific examples: (1) the 
government should take a central role in establishing standards and incentives for quality 
transparency and health IT system integration; (2) system centralization and decentralization 
need to be balanced to ensure both national comparability and local innovation; (3) health 
systems need to focus more on outcome transparency and less on process measures; (4) health 
systems need to engage providers as proponents of quality transparency; and (5) reporting 
should focus on hospital and condition levels to ensure comparability and enable meaningful 
patient choice. 
Conclusions 
The findings facilitate cross-country learning and best-practice adoption by assessing hospital 
quality accountability strategies in 5 countries in a structured and comparative manner. The 
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identified policy levers are relevant for enhancing breadth, depth, and value of quality 
accountability. 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 543 Number 7644 pp152-280  9 March 2017 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Comment  
Show drugs work before selling them 
08 March 2017 
Regulation makes economic sense, argue Douglas Sipp, Christopher McCabe and John E. J. 
Rasko. 
   Under US President Donald Trump, defunct economic arguments about prescription drugs are 
coming to the fore. His advisers contend that today's system is a bad deal. They want to undo 
regulations that require companies to show that a medical product actually works before it is 
sold. The advisers argue that removing the burden of large, lengthy clinical trials will cut costs 
and reduce delays, and that the marketplace can be trusted to sort good drugs from bad ones 
   Although many have raised concerns about a Trump Food and Drug Administration (FDA; 
see, for example, Nature http://doi.org/bz92; 2017), few have debunked the economic 
arguments. Here we outline what the case for deregulation gets wrong. All nations should take 
note — weaker standards for entry of drugs onto the US market will harm health everywhere… 
 
Letters 
Zika virus protection by a single low-dose nucleoside-modified mRNA vaccination 
Norbert Pardi, Michael J. Hogan, Rebecca S. Pelc, Hiromi Muramatsu, Hanne Andersen+ et al. 
A single, low-dose intradermal immunization with lipid-nanoparticle-encapsulated nucleoside-
modified mRNA encoding the pre-membrane and envelope glycoproteins of Zika virus protects 
both mice and rhesus macaques against infection and elicits rapid and long-lasting neutralizing 
antibody responses. 
   Zika virus (ZIKV) has recently emerged as a pandemic associated with severe neuropathology 
in newborns and adults1. There are no ZIKV-specific treatments or preventatives. Therefore, 
the development of a safe and effective vaccine is a high priority. Messenger RNA (mRNA) has 
emerged as a versatile and highly effective platform to deliver vaccine antigens and therapeutic 
proteins2, 3. Here we demonstrate that a single low-dose intradermal immunization with lipid-
nanoparticle-encapsulated nucleoside-modified mRNA (mRNA–LNP) encoding the pre-
membrane and envelope glycoproteins of a strain from the ZIKV outbreak in 2013 elicited 
potent and durable neutralizing antibody responses in mice and non-human primates. 
Immunization with 30 μg of nucleoside-modified ZIKV mRNA–LNP protected mice against ZIKV 
challenges at 2 weeks or 5 months after vaccination, and a single dose of 50 μg was sufficient 
to protect non-human primates against a challenge at 5 weeks after vaccination. These data 
demonstrate that nucleoside-modified mRNA–LNP elicits rapid and durable protective immunity 
and therefore represents a new and promising vaccine candidate for the global fight against 
ZIKV. 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
March 2017, Volume 23 No 3 pp265-395 
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v23/n3/index.html 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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New England Journal of Medicine 
March 9, 2017  Vol. 376 No. 10 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 46, Issue 1, February 2017  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
OxMo Vol. 6, No. 2 
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Pediatrics  
March 2017, VOLUME 139 / ISSUE 3 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/3?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 35, Issue 3, March 2017 
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/35/3/page/1 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 11 March 2017] 
The Demand for Disaster Microinsurance for Small Businesses in Urban Slums: The 
Results of Surveys in Three Indian Cities 
March 1, 2017 · Research Article  
Background: Small informal businesses make up the core markets for many poor urban 
communities, providing essential goods, services, and livelihoods. Many of these communities 
and businesses exist in hazardous locations. In most cases, these business owners do not have 
access to proper coping mechanisms including risk transfer and lack resilience to shocks. Access 
to risk-transfer in the form of insurance for these small businesses is extremely limited. This 
demand survey is the first phase of an intervention to test disaster microinsurance for these 
businesses. Previous research has examined the demand for and value of microinsurance to 
protect poor households but not micro- and medium-sized informal urban businesses. 
Objective: This study investigates knowledge about and demand for microinsurance among 
small informal business owners in three different cities of India. 
Methods: Survey of all informal business owners (n=4919) identified through purposive 
sampling of the most vulnerable in three proposed study sites: Guwahati in Assam (n=1622), 
Puri in Odisha (n=1551) and Cuddalore in Tamil Nadu (n=1746). 
Results: Our findings reflect that while small business owners largely did not know about 
disaster microinsurance, after describing it, a vast majority wanted to subscribe to such a 
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program. Without it, they often rely on personal savings, forgo basic necessities, or take out 
costly loans that trap them in debt to cope with disasters. 
Discussion: This research supports the need for more experiments on actual adoption patterns, 
feasibility studies, and innovative trial programs by governments, non-governmental 
organizations, and insurance providers. 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
[Accessed 11 March 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 11 March 2017)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 11 March 2017)  
Research Article  
GOST: A generic ordinal sequential trial design for a treatment trial in an emerging 
pandemic  
John Whitehead, Peter Horby  
| published 09 Mar 2017 P  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005439  
This is an uncorrected proof. 
Abstract 
Background 
Conducting clinical trials to assess experimental treatments for potentially pandemic infectious 
diseases is challenging. Since many outbreaks of infectious diseases last only six to eight weeks, 
there is a need for trial designs that can be implemented rapidly in the face of uncertainty. 
Outbreaks are sudden and unpredictable and so it is essential that as much planning as possible 
takes place in advance. Statistical aspects of such trial designs should be evaluated and 
discussed in readiness for implementation. 
Methodology/Principal findings 
This paper proposes a generic ordinal sequential trial design (GOST) for a randomised clinical 
trial comparing an experimental treatment for an emerging infectious disease with standard 
care. The design is intended as an off-the-shelf, ready-to-use robust and flexible option. The 
primary endpoint is a categorisation of patient outcome according to an ordinal scale. A 
sequential approach is adopted, stopping as soon as it is clear that the experimental treatment 
has an advantage or that sufficient advantage is unlikely to be detected. The properties of the 
design are evaluated using large-sample theory and verified for moderate sized samples using 
simulation. The trial is powered to detect a generic clinically relevant difference: namely an 
odds ratio of 2 for better rather than worse outcomes. Total sample sizes (across both 
treatments) of between 150 and 300 patients prove to be adequate in many cases, but the 
precise value depends on both the magnitude of the treatment advantage and the nature of the 
ordinal scale. An advantage of the approach is that any erroneous assumptions made at the 
design stage about the proportion of patients falling into each outcome category have little 
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effect on the error probabilities of the study, although they can lead to inaccurate forecasts of 
sample size. 
Conclusions/Significance 
It is important and feasible to pre-determine many of the statistical aspects of an efficient trial 
design in advance of a disease outbreak. The design can then be tailored to the specific disease 
under study once its nature is better understood. 
Author summary 
Since many outbreaks of infectious diseases last only six to eight weeks, there is a need for trial 
designs that can be implemented rapidly in the face of uncertainty. The Generic Ordinal 
Sequential Trial (GOST) is a flexible statistical design for a randomised clinical trial comparing 
an experimental treatment for an emerging infectious disease with standard care. The details of 
the design are derived to satisfy a generic power requirement using large sample theory. The 
accuracy of the approach for moderate sample sizes is then checked using million-fold 
simulations, and found to be very reliable under a wide range of circumstances. Total sample 
sizes (across both treatments) of between 150 and 300 patients prove to be adequate in many 
cases, although more patients may be needed if the majority of patients die or if the majority 
experience complete recovery, as there is then less evidence available to distinguish between 
treatments. An advantage of the approach is that any erroneous assumptions made at the 
design stage about the proportion of patients falling into each outcome category have little 
effect on the error probabilities of the study, although they can lead to inaccurate forecasts of 
sample size. 
  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 11 March 2017]  
Research Article 
Volunteer feedback and perceptions after participation in a phase I, first-in-human 
Ebola vaccine trial: An anonymous survey  
Julie-Anne Dayer, Claire-Anne Siegrist, Angela Huttner  
Research Article | published 08 Mar 2017 P  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0173148  
Abstract 
The continued participation of volunteers in clinical trials is crucial to advances in healthcare. 
Few data are available regarding the satisfaction and impressions of healthy volunteers after 
participation in phase I trials, many of which lead to unexpected adverse events. We report 
feedback from over 100 adult volunteers who took part in a first-in-human trial conducted in a 
high-income country testing an experimental Ebola vaccine causing significant reactogenicity, as 
well as unexpected arthritis in one fifth of participants. The anonymous, internet-based 
satisfaction survey was sent by email to all participants upon their completion of this one-year 
trial; it asked 24 questions concerning volunteers’ motivations, impressions of the trial 
experience, and overall satisfaction. Answers were summarized using descriptive statistics. Of 
the 115 trial participants, 103 (90%) filled out the survey. Fifty-five respondents (53%) were 
male. Thirty-five respondents (34%) were healthcare workers, many of whom would deploy to 
Ebola-affected countries. All respondents cited scientific advancement as their chief motivation 
for participation, while 100/103 (97%) and 61/103 (59%) reported additional “humanitarian 
reasons” and potential protection from Ebolavirus, respectively. Although investigators had 
documented adverse events in 97% of trial participants, only 74 of 103 respondents (72%) 
recalled experiencing an adverse event. All reported an overall positive experience, and 93/103 
(90%) a willingness to participate in future trials. Given the high level of satisfaction, no 

http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0173148
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0173148
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0173148
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significant associations could be detected between trial experiences and satisfaction, even 
among respondents reporting adverse events lasting weeks or months. Despite considerable 
reactogenicity and unexpected vaccine-related arthritis, all survey respondents reported overall 
satisfaction. While this trial’s context was unique, the positive feedback is likely due at least in 
part to the intense communication of trial information to participants, which included both 
general findings and personalized results. 
 
Research Article  
Before the bombing: High burden of traumatic injuries in Kunduz Trauma Center, 
Kunduz, Afghanistan  
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has been providing healthcare in Afghanistan since 1981 
including specialized health services for trauma patients in Kunduz Trauma Center (KTC) from 
2011. On October 3rd, 2015, a US airstrike hit the KTC, killing 42 people including 14 MSF staff. 
This study aims to demonstrate the impact on healthcare provision, after hospital destruction, 
by assessing the extent of care provided for trauma and injuries by the MSF KTC and to report 
on treatment outcomes from January 2014 to June 2015, three months prior to the bombing. 
Hamayoun Hemat, Safieh Shah, Petros Isaakidis, Mrinalini Das, Nang Thu Thu Kyaw, Sattar 
Zaheer, Abdul Qayeum Qasemy, Mutallib Zakir, Gbane Mahama, Catherine Van Overloop, 
Lynette Dominguez  
Research Article | published 10 Mar 2017 P  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0165270  
 
 
PLoS Pathogens 
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/ 
[Accessed 11 March 2017] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 11 March 2017]  
Biological Sciences - Population Biology:  
Black-swan events in animal populations  
Sean C. Anderson, Trevor A. Branch, Andrew B. Cooper, and Nicholas K. Dulvy 
PNAS 2017 ; published ahead of print March 7, 2017, doi:10.1073/pnas.1611525114  
Significance 
Black swans—statistically improbable events with profound consequences—happen more often 
than expected in financial, social, and natural systems. Our work demonstrates the rare but 
systematic presence of black-swan events in animal populations around the world (mostly birds, 
mammals, and insects). These events are predominantly downward, implying that unexpected 
population crashes occur more frequently than increases. Black-swan events are not driven by 
life history (e.g., lifespan) but by external causes such as extreme winters and disease. Ignoring 
the presence of downward black swans may severely underestimate extinction risk in animal 
populations, particularly under a changing climate, where such extreme events are expected to 
increase in frequency and magnitude.  
Abstract 
Black swans are improbable events that nonetheless occur—often with profound consequences. 
Such events drive important transitions in social systems (e.g., banking collapses) and physical 
systems (e.g., earthquakes), and yet it remains unclear the extent to which ecological 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0165270
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0165270
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0165270
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/06/1611525114.abstract
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population numbers buffer or suffer from such extremes. Here, we estimate the prevalence and 
direction of black-swan events (heavy-tailed process noise) in 609 animal populations after 
accounting for population dynamics (productivity, density dependence, and typical 

stochasticity). We find strong evidence for black-swan events in ∼ 
4% of populations. These events occur most frequently for birds (7%), mammals (5%), and 
insects (3%) and are not explained by any life-history covariates but tend to be driven by 
external perturbations such as climate, severe winters, predators, parasites, or the combined 
effect of multiple factors. Black-swan events manifest primarily as population die-offs and 
crashes (86%) rather than unexpected increases, and ignoring heavy-tailed process noise leads 
to an underestimate in the magnitude of population crashes. We suggest modelers consider 
heavy-tailed, downward-skewed probability distributions, such as the skewed Student t used 
here, when making forecasts of population abundance. Our results demonstrate the importance 
of both modeling heavy-tailed downward events in populations, and developing conservation 
strategies that are robust to ecological surprises. 
 
Social Sciences - Economic Sciences: 
Impact of savings groups on the lives of the poor 
Dean Karlana,b,1, Beniamino Savonittob, Bram Thuysbaertb,c, and Christopher Udrya 
Author Affiliations 
Edited by Abhijit Banerjee, Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Jameel Poverty Action 
Laboratory, and accepted by Editorial Board Member Paul R. Milgrom February 10, 2017 
(received for review July 22, 2016)  
Significance 
We conducted a large randomized evaluation of a savings-led microfinance program across 
three countries. This evaluation provides important evidence on the impact of a popular 
development intervention on the lives of low-income households in rural communities by 
looking at its effects on usage of financial services, microenterprise activity, income, female 
empowerment, consumption, and the ability to cope with shocks.  
Abstract 
Savings-led microfinance programs operate in poor rural communities in developing countries to 
establish groups that save and then lend out the accumulated savings to each other. Nonprofit 
organizations train villagers to create and lead these groups. In a clustered randomized 
evaluation spanning three African countries (Ghana, Malawi, and Uganda), we find that the 
promotion of these community-based microfinance groups leads to an improvement in 
household business outcomes and women’s empowerment. However, we do not find evidence 
of impacts on average consumption or other livelihoods.  
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 32 - Issue 1 - February 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 96, Pages 1-164 (March 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/96 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/06/1611520114.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/search?author1=Dean+Karlan&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://www.pnas.org/search?author1=Dean+Karlan&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/06/1611520114.abstract#aff-2
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/06/1611520114.abstract#corresp-1
http://www.pnas.org/search?author1=Beniamino+Savonitto&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://www.pnas.org/search?author1=Beniamino+Savonitto&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://www.pnas.org/search?author1=Bram+Thuysbaert&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://www.pnas.org/search?author1=Bram+Thuysbaert&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/06/1611520114.abstract#aff-3
http://www.pnas.org/search?author1=Christopher+Udry&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://www.pnas.org/search?author1=Christopher+Udry&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/06/1611520114.abstract
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/96
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10 February 2016; volume 283, issue 1824 
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1824?current-issue=y 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 9, Issue 3  November 2016 

http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 132, Issue 2, March/April 2017  
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
Volume 27, Issue 4, March 2017  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: Chronicity[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 35 Issue 11 March 2017  
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 11 March 2017]  
Review 
Research capacity strengthening for sexual and reproductive health: a case study 
from Latin America  
Rita Kabra, Marco Castillo, Mercedes Melián, Moazzam Ali, Lale Say and A. Metin Gulmezoglu 
Reproductive Health 2017 14:35  
Published on: 7 March 2017 
Abstract 
An essential, but often overlooked part of health promotion and development support to 
achieve self-sufficiency in developing countries is the concomitant need to build and strengthen 
research capacity. This is even more challenging and critical in the area of sexual and 
reproductive health because of diverse interplay of socio cultural, religious, economic factors in 
relation to reproductive health. 
This paper presents the case study of HRP’s efforts to build research capacity in Latin America 
by studying and analyzing the 5-year history of institutional development support to an 
institution in Paraguay. In reviewing the efforts, we identify the strengths in the approaches 
used by HRP, the challenges and outcomes of the process and we present recommendations for 
future efforts to strengthen research capacity to improve sexual and reproductive health. The 
authors call for greater support from and collaborative efforts of developmental partners and 

http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1824?current-issue=y
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
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http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
http://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0222-0
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governments to strengthen research capacity in low and middle-income countries to improve 
sexual and reproductive health. 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
Recently Published Articles -  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
January 2017  Volume 37, Issue 1 Pages 1–192 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 10, 2017 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
10 March 2017   Vol 355, Issue 6329 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Special Issue - SYNTHETIC YEAST GENOME 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 175, Pages 1-252 (February 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/175 
Review articles 
Equity in healthcare resource allocation decision making: A systematic review 
Review Article 
Pages 11-27 
Haylee Lane, Mitchell Sarkies, Jennifer Martin, Terry Haines 
Abstract 
Objective 
To identify elements of endorsed definitions of equity in healthcare and classify domains of 
these definitions so that policy makers, managers, clinicians, and politicians can form an 
operational definition of equity that reflects the values and preferences of the society they 
serve. 
Design 
Systematic review where verbatim text describing explicit and implicit definitions of equity were 
extracted and subjected to a thematic analysis. 
Data sources 
The full holdings of the AMED, CINAHL plus, OVID Medline, Scopus, PsychInfo and ProQuest 
(ProQuest Health & Medical Complete, ProQuest Nursing and Allied Health Source, ProQuest 
Social Science Journals) were individually searched in April 2015. 

http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2017.37.issue-1/issuetoc
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/175
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953616306827
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Eligibility criteria for selecting studies 
Studies were included if they provided an original, explicit or implicit definition of equity in 
regards to healthcare resource allocation decision making. Papers that only cited earlier 
definitions of equity and provided no new information or extensions to this definition were 
excluded. 
Results 
The search strategy yielded 74 papers appropriate for this review; 60 of these provided an 
explicit definition of equity, with a further 14 papers discussing implicit elements of equity that 
the authors endorsed in regards to healthcare resource allocation decision making. 
Five key themes emerged 
i) Equalisation across the health service supply/access/outcome chain, ii) Need or potential to 
benefit, iii) Groupings of equalisation, iv) Caveats to equalisation, and v) Close enough is good 
enough. 
Conclusions 
There is great inconsistency in definitions of equity endorsed by different authors. Operational 
definitions of equity need to be more explicit in addressing these five thematic areas before 
they can be directly applied to healthcare resource allocation decisions.  
 
Review Article 
Effects of donor proliferation in development aid for health on health program 
performance: A conceptual framework 
Pages 177-186 
Sarah Wood Pallas, Jennifer Prah Ruger 
Abstract 
Development aid for health increased dramatically during the past two decades, raising 
concerns about inefficiency and lack of coherence among the growing number of global health 
donors. However, we lack a framework for how donor proliferation affects health program 
performance to inform theory-based evaluation of aid effectiveness policies. A review of 
academic and gray literature was conducted. Data were extracted from the literature sample on 
study design and evidence for hypothesized effects of donor proliferation on health program 
performance, which were iteratively grouped into categories and mapped into a new conceptual 
framework. In the framework, increases in the number of donors are hypothesized to increase 
inter-donor competition, transaction costs, donor poaching of recipient staff, recipient control 
over aid, and donor fragmentation, and to decrease donors' sense of accountability for overall 
development outcomes. There is mixed evidence on whether donor proliferation increases or 
decreases aid volume. These primary effects in turn affect donor innovation, information 
hoarding, and aid disbursement volatility, as well as recipient country health budget levels, 
human resource capacity, and corruption, and the determinants of health program 
performance. The net effect of donor proliferation on health will vary depending on the 
magnitude of the framework's competing effects in specific country settings. The conceptual 
framework provides a foundation for improving design of aid effectiveness practices to mitigate 
negative effects from donor proliferation while preserving its potential benefits. 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 11 March 2017]  
[No new content] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953617300047
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953617300047
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
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Winter 2017   Volume 15, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2017 
  Laws and programs designed to benefit vulnerable groups, such as the disabled or people of 
color, often end up benefiting all of society. From affirmative action to wheelchair friendly 
sidewalks, examples all around us show that investing in equity isn’t a zero-sum game. That’s 
the message of the cover story in the winter 2017 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review, 
“The Curb-Cut Effect,” by Angela Glover Blackwell. 
 [Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 9, Issue 3 (March 2017) 
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
TORTURE Journal 
2016   Volume 26 - No. 3 
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/publications#volume_26 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
January-February, 2017   Volume 15  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
Issue Highlights 
Yellow fever vaccination – Once in a lifetime? 
Martin P. Grobusch, Mariëlle van Aalst, Abraham Goorhuis 
Vol. 15, p1–2 
Published online: December 22, 2016 
 
Refugees and antimicrobial resistance: A systematic review 
Allard Willem de Smalen, Hatem Ghorab, Moataz Abd El Ghany, Grant A. Hill-Cawthorne 
Vol. 15, p23–28 
Published online: December 2, 2016 
 
Articles in Press 
Post-traumatic stress disorder in internally displaced people of Colombia: An 
ecological study 
Mariana Lagos-Gallego, Julio César Gutierrez-Segura, Guillermo J. Lagos-Grisales, Alfonso J. 
Rodriguez-Morales 
Publication stage: In Press Corrected Proof 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
March 2017  Volume 22, Issue 3  Pages 253–369 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
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http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/3
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/publications#volume_26
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/article/S1477-8939(16)30210-1/fulltext
file:///C:/Users/ge2p2global/Dropbox/GE2P2%20Global%20-%20Sentinel/Refugees%20and%20antimicrobial%20resistance:%20A%20systematic%20review
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2017.22.issue-3/issuetoc


   

 Note: Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives 
Watch::: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

Vol. LIII No. 4 2   December 2016 
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Human Rights 
This issue assesses progress in promoting and protecting human rights throughout the world. 
Prepared in recognition of the fiftieth anniversary of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, both 
adopted in 1966, the articles examine, among other things, the responsibility of the United 
Nations to protect vulnerable populations from genocide, the evolving role of the Human Rights 
Council, the global problem of digital bullying, and advancing the rights of women in the 
aftermath of the Arab Spring. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 12, Issue 1, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°82 - December 2016 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/82/ 
African Heritage and its sustainable development  
In this issue we are pleased to focus on the heritage of Africa and its sustainable development. 
The diversity and wealth of African heritage is extraordinary, from its large-scale ecosystems to 
modern architecture; from the memory of slavery and colonial heritage to cultural landscapes 
and sacred sites.  
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