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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across 
these broad themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this 
regard. This is not intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Human Rights – Torture Prevention/Rehabilitation 
 
MEXICO CONSENSUS 
International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims [IRCT] 
RESOLUTION OF THE FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
REHABILITATION COUNCIL FOR TORTURE VICTIMS OF 9 DECEMBER 2016 
 
CONSIDERING 
1. That the membership of the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims, IRCT  
– comprising of 152 rehabilitation centres for torture victims, in 74 countries worldwide –  
held its Tenth Scientific Symposium and its Fifth General Assembly in the City of Mexico,  
United Mexican States, from 4 to 9 December 2016; 
 
2. That during the IRCT 10th International Scientific Symposium, we shared our global  
knowledge on rehabilitation methods based on evidence derived from the experiences  
matched to the needs of torture survivors from our work in different contexts around the  
world. This significant advance in the IRCT’s strategy of mapping the global knowledge on  
rehabilitation provides a strong basis for understanding how appropriate rehabilitation   
services can best reach as many victims as possible and be a powerful tool for advocacy; 
 
3. That on this day preceding United Nations Human Rights Day, it must be noted that the 
right to personal, family, community and social integrity exists at the centre of our notions of 
fundamental rights; and torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment are a plague to 
our humanity; 
 
4. Our desire to see a world without torture, our experience and understanding of the impact of 
torture upon individuals, families, communities, and societies: and building upon our efforts to 
prevent torture, fight impunity and provide redress and holistic rehabilitation to victims; 
 
The General Assembly of the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims, in its Fifth 
ordinary session, 
DECLARES 
5. That it is deeply concerned that torture and other grave human rights violations, including 
extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances, continue to be widespread and often 
systemic in countries worldwide: and that rhetoric instigating or condoning torture and 
stigmatising victims is growing in all regions of the world; 
 
6. That it is deeply concerned by the growing number of human rights violations and victims of 
torture due to increasing conflicts, the growth of authoritarianism, persecution and 

http://www.irct.org/uploads/media/a3aa2a5e77b20a1cdd8e141f686ae5fd.pdf
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discrimination, among other reasons, which have caused an increase in populations on the 
move; 
 
DEMANDS 
7. That States cease all practices of torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and 
fully implement their legal and moral obligations to prevent, prosecute and provide redress that 
includes reconciliation, for torture, including through the effective investigation and 
documentation of torture and the provision of holistic rehabilitation to individuals, families, 
communities and societies; 
 
8. That States protect human rights defenders, rehabilitation providers and others working to 
support torture victims from all forms of discrimination, harassment, persecution and other 
forms of suppression for the exercise of their professional duties and activities; 
 
9. That States address the underlying causes of torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading  
treatment, as well as all other grave violations of human rights; 
 
RESOLVES 
10. That holistic rehabilitation to support victims in concert with other actions to prevent 
torture, fight impunity and provide redress is an integral component of eradicating torture. We 
express our concerns about the severe underfunding of rehabilitation services globally, in a 
context where IRCT members experience an ever-increasing demand for rehabilitation services; 
 
11. As we collectively seek to respond to the current situation of torture and other grave human 
rights violations, the IRCT membership emphasises that the rehabilitation response must be 
based on the global knowledge and understanding in our field, as well as human rights 
principles and a shared understanding of what constitutes effective rehabilitation services; 
 
FURTHER RESOLVES 
12. That States must provide all victims of torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading  
treatment with access to a choice of rehabilitation services that are inclusive and 
multidisciplinary in nature and that meet their specific and diverse needs, taking into 
consideration that torture impacts every aspect of the individual’s physical, psychological,  
material, familial, social, spiritual and legal life; 
 
13. Holistic rehabilitation services must be rendered in full respect of the victim's agency and  
with their full and meaningful participation in their own rehabilitation process and the 
consideration of their views in the decisions made by service providers; 
 
14. The wellbeing of torture victims, as well as professional ethical standards and principles,  
including on informed consent, confidentiality, ‘do no harm’, and the best interests of victims, 
must be at the centre of independent and accountable rehabilitation services according to the 
principles of General Comment 3; 
 
DECIDES 
15. To work together in solidarity and mutual support to further the common mission, combat 
ongoing oppression and human rights violations in accordance with international human rights 
standards, and implement the principles and recommendations set forth in this resolution to 
ensure that torture victims can access independent and accountable holistic rehabilitation 
services tailored to their specific and diverse needs; 
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16. To work together to promote a substantial increase in the global resources available to the 
provision of rehabilitation services to torture victims and, in this regard, instructs the IRCT 
Secretariat to facilitate a working group to further advance this agenda; 
 
17. To document systematically the practice of torture as reported by torture victims and 
conduct assessments, in accordance with the Istanbul Protocol, to demonstrate the impact of 
torture on individuals, families, communities and society, and the need for rehabilitation. Use 
this knowledge to counter any attempt to condone or instigate torture and promote policies that 
contribute to its eradication; 
 
18. To inform relevant government authorities and other stakeholders about the consequences 
of torture on the individual, family, community and society. In doing so, ensure that victims’ 
rights to confidentiality and privacy is protected; 
 
19. To advocate for the reform or implementation of laws and policies regarding holistic  
rehabilitation in contexts where the State is not meeting its international obligations to provide 
the means to achieve as full rehabilitation as possible. Where relevant, encourage States to 
ratify and implement the UN Convention against Torture and its Optional Protocol; 
 
20. To advocate for State parties to the UN Convention against Torture to provide funding  
(either directly or indirectly) to national torture rehabilitation services and the United Nations 
Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture, in ways that guarantee their independence, autonomy 
and sustainability and do not compromise their ability to provide rehabilitation on a non-
discriminatory basis. Where no such rehabilitation services are available, IRCT members will 
advocate for the establishment and funding of rehabilitation services; 
 
21. To conduct rigorous and ethical research, with diverse outlooks and perspectives, to  
benefit the torture victims we serve. This includes documenting torture and its health  
consequences, identifying and addressing the needs of torture victims, and identifying,  
developing and evaluating effective treatment modalities that are both individual and holistic in 
nature; 
 
22. To share good practice solutions in research and documentation, engage in capacity 
building exchanges to support the growth and sustainability of skilled professionals, and share 
specialised knowledge in the field of torture rehabilitation to enhance the global fight to 
eradicate torture; and 
 
23. To work jointly to enhance accountability towards victims, including in relation to relevant 
international, regional, national and local stakeholders. 
 
International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims 
GIVEN IN THE CITY OF MEXICO, UNITED MEXICAN STATES, ON THIS NINTH DAY OF 
DECEMBER OF 2016. 
IN ATTESTATION THEREOF, 
Jorge Aroche 
   President 
Victor Madrigal-Borloz 
   Secretary-General 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
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Migration  
 
International Migrants Day 2016: Message from IOM DG William Lacy Swing  
12/16/16 
Switzerland - A report arriving on my desk twice weekly tells a tragic story. It details the 
number of migrants who have died.  They die when the vessels smugglers cram them into sink, 
they die of exhaustion crossing deserts, or much worse they die when those holding them 
captive – in places like Libya – take everything they and their families can give, only to murder 
and bury the migrants in mass graves. 
 
Sometimes they die far from their families. Sometimes their families are with them, or close 
behind. We have had 65 years of getting to know about migrants at IOM. And we know that, 
wherever migrants die during dangerous journeys, many could have avoided their fate had they 
had information about the risks ahead or opportunities for a better life closer to home. 
 
Extreme poverty, climate change, broken and corrupt economies put millions of men, women 
and children at risk and on the move.  Add to that the eight full-scale conflicts happening in 
various parts of the world which displace people inside and outside their countries’ borders. 
IOM, the UN Migration Agency, today calculates that one in every seven people on our planet is 
a migrant – someone living, working and starting a family somewhere other than his or her 
habitual place of residence. And, even though so many are just trying to live, too many are 
dying. 
 
The report I receive twice weekly is produced by IOM’s Missing Migrants Project, which 
attempts to identify every dead, missing or “disappeared” migrant IOM’s staff has been able to 
track in the 165 countries where IOM operates. In 2016, for the third straight year, the Missing 
Migrants tally will top 5,000 fatalities. 
 
Think about that: every day for the past three years, just over a dozen migrants have died, on 
average, or one man, woman or child every two hours. 
 
As of today, over 7,000 people already have lost their lives along all these routes in 2016. And 
these are only the fatalities that we know about. Many more deaths go unrecorded by any 
official government or humanitarian aid agency. 
 
We need to take a hard look at this shocking death toll and the cold shoulder which the world 
increasingly turns towards them. This is happening today, to families, many of whom are now 
following paths identical to the ones our own parents and grandparents took, decades ago. 
There is no longer any point in expressing sorrow, or horror, or guilty feelings. We must 
recognize migration is the mega-trend of our time. It’s a mega-trend which has pushed 
migration into the public’s consciousness and to the top of every government’s agenda. 
 
Images of migrants on the move in great numbers, or being rescued at sea, which are driving 
our politics to the extremes do not tell the whole story. Think of the rising death tolls as an 
early warning of what has yet to come as demographic, political, social pressures, often leading 
to conflict – drive people to migrate in ever greater numbers. 
 
Despite appearances and media spin, migration doesn’t have to be chaotic or seem like an 
invasion.  It is not a looming disease, set to contaminate our culture. 
 

http://www.iom.int/news/international-migrants-day-2016-message-iom-dg-william-lacy-swing
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The upheaval we see all around in our politics should serve as a wake-up call to prepare rather 
than panic. We need to mould the future rather than ignore it. We should do this by embracing 
the inevitability of migration, changing the perceptions of migrants among our publics and 
better integrating migrants in our societies 
 
There is a real demographic revolution going on today and it is up to us to manage it for the 
benefit of all. Most migrants simply want an opportunity and would welcome even a temporary 
one—say, a short-term student or agricultural work visa — to improve the lives of their families 
back home. 
 
With the right support, those that stay will contribute to whatever society they settle in, 
whether it is economically or culturally. It is important that partnerships are built between 
migrants, host communities and governments to nurture the benefits of their presence in the 
country. 
 
On December 18th, International Migrants Day, let us recognize, that we have enough 
opportunity for all – we need only to share it. 
 
:::::::  
 
Migration – Health 
 
WHO: Toolkit for assessing health system capacity to manage large influxes of 
refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants (2016) 
2016, viii + 49 pages 
ISBN 978 92 890 5203 0 
PDF: English (PDF, 3.4 MB) 
Overview 
   In recent years, the WHO European Region has seen a marked increase in arrivals of mixed 
flows of refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants. Their journey to Europe is often long and 
treacherous, with numerous health and safety risks along the way. It is imperative that the 
health needs of these vulnerable groups be addressed by transiting and receiving countries 
using human rights principles and with careful coordination across sectors. 
   The toolkit for assessing health system capacity to manage large influxes of refugees, 
asylum-seekers and migrants was developed by the WHO Public Health Aspects of Migration in 
Europe (PHAME) project of the Migration and Health Programme because refugees, asylum-
seekers and migrants arriving in large groups present a particular set of individual and public 
health needs, and assessment of preparedness and capacity requires a specialized approach. 
The aim of the toolkit is to support national ministries of health in leading multisectoral 
collaboration to optimize the capacity of the health sector to manage large influxes of refugees, 
asylum-seekers and migrants, consequently improving their health and reducing health 
inequities. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Children’s Rights – Well-being 
 
UNICEF - Across the Middle East and North Africa, conflict threatens decades of 
progress for children  

http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/toolkit-for-assessing-health-system-capacity-to-manage-large-influxes-of-refugees,-asylum-seekers-and-migrants-2016
http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/toolkit-for-assessing-health-system-capacity-to-manage-large-influxes-of-refugees,-asylum-seekers-and-migrants-2016
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/325611/Toolkit-assessing-HS-capacity-manage-large-influxes-refugees-asylum-seekers-migrants.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93867.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93867.html
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AMMAN, 11 December 2016 – Nearly one in five children across the Middle East and North 
Africa is in need of immediate humanitarian assistance, according to UNICEF. 
 
Over the past 70 years, countries across the region have made major strides in protecting 
children’s rights and wellbeing. But, today, as UNICEF marks its 70th anniversary, violent 
conflict, poverty and displacement have created dire conditions for children, pushing almost 29 
million boys and girls to the brink, and reversing decades of steady progress. 
  
“Looking back on 70 years of UNICEF’s work for children is a source of great pride. Every 
country in the region has ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child, less children die 
before the age of five, and school enrolment rates have improved,” said Geert Cappelaere, 
UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa. “But conflict risks reversing 
these gains for 157 million children across the region, making our mandate to protect them 
more crucial than ever.” 
 
After years of conflict across the Middle East and North Africa children have increasingly come 
under attack and suffer the brunt of war in half of the countries in the region. 
   :: An estimated 8.4 million Syrian children are in need of immediate assistance for shelter, 
food and water, compared to 500,000 in 2012. Nearly half a million children are living in 
besieged areas in Syria and have received little to no aid in almost two years. 
   :: Almost 10 million children in Yemen are affected by conflict and living in critical conditions, 
with nearly 400,000 at risk of severe acute malnutrition. 
   :: Extreme brutality against children is rife in Iraq. According to reports, nearly 400 child 
rights violations were recorded since January 2016. The ongoing military operation in Mosul has 
displaced nearly 74,000 people, almost half of them children.  
   :: In Sudan, Libya and the State of Palestine, conflict has pushed millions of children out of 
their homes and schools and denied them access to basic services. 
   :: The Middle East and North Africa is home to half the world’s refugees and internally 
displaced people, but accounts for only five per cent of global population. 
 
“These grim figures on our 70th anniversary should be an urgent wake up call to the world to 
work harder so that each and every child across the Middle East and North Africa can survive, 
thrive and be reach their full potential,” said Cappelaere. “This is not a lost generation. History 
will judge us: we must invest more in the region’s children today. 
 
UNICEF is responding to the immediate and long-term needs of vulnerable children across the 
region through clean water and sanitation, basic health services, learning opportunities and 
psycho-social support. 
  :: In Syria and neighbouring refugee-host countries, UNICEF has helped vaccinate over 21 
million children against polio in 2016. 
   :: This year, over 82,000 children in Sudan have received psycho-social support through 
child-friendly spaces and home visits by social workers. 
   :: Since January, 4 million children in Yemen have received nutritional services with support 
from UNICEF, including micronutrient supplements, nutrition screening and treatment for 
severe acute malnutrition. 
   :: Through the “No Lost Generation” initiative, UNICEF has helped provide formal and 
informal learning opportunities for Syrian refugees in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
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Development – Poverty Eradication – Financing 
 
Global Community Makes Record $75 Billion Commitment to End Extreme Poverty 
December 15, 2016 
Targets fragility, refugees, climate change and other pressing challenges 
YOGYAKARTA, INDONESIA, December 15, 2016— A coalition of more than 60 donor and 
borrower governments agreed today to ratchet up the fight against extreme poverty with a 
record $75 billion commitment for the International Development Association (IDA), the World 
Bank’s fund for the poorest countries. 
 
“This is a pivotal step in the movement to end extreme poverty,” World Bank Group President 
Jim Yong Kim said. “The commitments made by our partners, combined with IDA’s innovations 
to crowd in the private sector and raise funds from capital markets, will transform the 
development trajectory of the world’s poorest countries. We are grateful for our partners’ trust 
in IDA’s ability to deliver results.” 
 
The funding will enable IDA to dramatically scale up development interventions to tackle 
conflict, fragility and violence, forced displacement, climate change, and gender inequality; and 
promote governance and institution building, as well as jobs and economic transformation—
areas of special focus over the next three years. These efforts are underpinned by an 
overarching commitment to invest in growth, resilience and opportunity. 
 
“With this innovative package, the world’s poorest countries – especially the most fragile and 
vulnerable – will get the support they need to grow, create opportunities for people, and make 
themselves more resilient to shocks and crises,” said Kyle Peters, World Bank Group Interim 
Managing Director and Co-Chair of the IDA18 negotiations. “IDA’s focus on issues like climate 
change, gender equality and preventing conflict and violence will also contribute to greater 
stability and progress around the world."  
 
Financing during the IDA18 replenishment period, which runs from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 
2020, is expected to support: 
:: Essential health and nutrition services for up to 400 million people 
:: Access to improved water sources for up to 45 million people 
:: Financial services for 4-6 million people 
:: Safe childbirth for up to 11 million women through provision of skilled health personnel 
:: Training for 9-10 million teachers to benefit 300+ million children 
:: Immunizations for 130-180 million children 
:: Better governance in 30 countries through improved statistical capacity 
:: An additional 5 GW of renewable energy generation capacity 
 
…To finance this groundbreaking package, IDA is proposing the most radical transformation in 
its 56-year history. For the first time, IDA is seeking to leverage its equity by blending donor 
contributions with internal resources and funds raised through debt markets. By blending 
concessional contributions from donors with its own resources and capital market debt, IDA will 
significantly increase the financial support it provides to clients. 
 
“The innovative financing package offers exceptional value for money, with every $1 in partner 
contributions generating about $3 in spending authority,” said Axel van Trotsenburg, World 
Bank Vice President for Development Finance. “It is one of the most concrete and significant 
proposals to date on the Addis Ababa Action Agenda—critical to achieving the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals.” 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/12/15/global-community-commitment-end-poverty-ida1
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The additional financing will enable IDA to double the resources to address fragility, conflict and 
violence (more than $14 billion), as well as the root causes of these risks before they escalate, 
and additional financing for refugees and their host communities ($2 billion). Increased 
financing will help strengthen IDA’s support for crisis preparedness and response, pandemic 
preparedness, disaster risk management, small states and regional integration. 
 
Efforts to stimulate private sector development in the most difficult environments, at the core of 
job creation and economic transformation, will receive a major push in the form of a new $2.5 
billion Private Sector Window (PSW). The PSW, being introduced together with the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) and Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), will help 
mobilize private capital and scale up private sector development in the poorest countries, 
particularly in fragile situations. 
 
The funds will also help governments strengthen institutions, mobilize resources needed to 
deliver services, and promote accountability. 
 
A total of 48 countries pledged resources to IDA; additional countries are expected to pledge in 
the near-term. The World Bank Group is continuing the tradition of contributing its own 
resources to IDA… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Health – Equity/Access 
 
The Equitable Access Initiative Report - 2016  
The Equitable Access Initiative Report represents a collaborative effort by nine convening 
organisations - Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; The Global Fund; UNAIDS; UNICEF; UNDP; UNITAID; 
UNFPA; WHO; and the World Bank - together with a high-level Expert Panel and Technical 
Working Group1, chaired by Pascal Lamy Donald Kaberuka. 
12 December 2016 :: 42 pages 
PDF of full report: Equitable Access Initiative Report 
:: Terms of Reference for the Equitable Access Initiative 
:: Equitable Access Initiative Expert Panel and Technical Working Group Members 
:: Meeting Report: 23 February 2015 
 
Executive Summary 
For two decades, the World Bank has classified countries as low-, middle- or high-income based 
on Gross National Income (GNI) per capita. As a standardised and simple proxy for factors such 
as wealth, the capacity of governments to provide services to their citizens, and national levels 
of development, GNI has been an influential yardstick to determine the eligibility of lower 
income countries for concessional external financing from multilateral and bilateral partners.  
 
For decades, the classification was straightforward. A majority of newly independent countries 
receiving external financial development support were low-income countries — the countries 
that had the greatest needs were also the poorest. But in recent years the rapid increase in 
economic growth and inequality around the world, coupled with the rebasing of GNI by some 
countries, and fresh domestic economic pressures among many funding bodies and donor 
agencies, is creating new complications. Countries that until recently were considered low-

http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/equitableaccessinitiative/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/documents/eai/EAI_EquitableAccessInitiative_Report_en/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/documents/eai/EAI_EquitableAccessInitiative_ToRs_en/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/documents/eai/EAI_ExpertPanel-TechnicalWorkingGroup_List_en/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/documents/eai/EAI_2015-02-23-Meeting_Report_en/
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income risk losing external support as they grow into middle-income status, even though they 
are still home to most of the world’s poorest citizens with unmet health needs.  
 
Presently, 105 countries are considered middle-income, but many are characterized by high-
levels of inequity and are home to more than 75 per cent of the world’s poor. From a global 
health perspective, the largest share of disease burden is now concentrated in middle-income 
rather than low-income countries, a reality that GNI per capita alone cannot capture. As a 
result, there is an increasing concern over the potential mismatch between GNI per capita and 
the extent of a country’s health needs suggesting that policies based on income classification 
alone overlook important dimensions of development, such as poverty and inequality.  
 
The recently adopted Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the final communiqué from 
the Financing for Development summit in 2015, call for achieving ambitious development and 
health goals with an explicit focus on equity. The SDGs embody a renewed commitment to 
equality, non-discrimination and “leaving no one behind” and this requires an explicit focus on 
the poorest and most vulnerable. One of the unique features of the SDGs is in their relevance 
for all countries regardless of economic standing. But there is also a renewed commitment to 
“shared responsibility” in investing toward a more equitable and egalitarian world, and 
achieving these goals through a human-rights based approach that is rooted in giving all people 
the opportunity to achieve their right to life and dignity. For external health financing this could 
mean a greater focus on the social determinants of health, reducing health disparities and the 
rights of vulnerable groups and key populations.  
 
Given such rapid socio-economic and political change, and continued global health 
commitments, there is need for a debate that while GNI continues to be relevant, it may be 
inadequate as the principal basis for classifying countries and their eligibility for external 
financial support for development.  
 
The Equitable Access Initiative (EAI) was launched in early 2015 by the heads of multilateral 
organizations engaged in global health: GAVI, the Global Fund, UNAIDS, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UNICEF, UNITAID, the World Bank and WHO. The purpose was to consider alternatives to GNI 
as a framework to assess countries’ need for external financial support for health. Currently, the 
convening organizations use GNI in different ways to determine key policies, including eligibility 
and co-financing policies.  
 
A high level panel was established with co-chairs Pascal Lamy, former head of the World Trade 
Organisation, and Donald Kaberuka, former head of the African Development Bank. At the first 
EAI Expert Panel Meeting in February 2015, Panel members and the nine convening 
organisations were in agreement that the World Bank’s GNI per capita country classification 
system, designed for World Bank lending decisions, was being used far more broadly in health-
related decisions. The conveners of the Initiative commissioned four expert academic groups to 
develop options for a new health framework.  
 
Based on the analyses of the four analytical teams and the co-convenors, as well as extensive 
consultations, this report explores a health framework that can account for health need, income 
levels, and health funding considerations, which could inform different stages of decision-
making by the convening organizations’ governing bodies or other bilateral and multilateral 
organizations involved in external financial support for health.  
 
Key Findings  
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The analyses find that policymaking should not rely on a single variable to inform complex 
health financing polices on the eligibility for and the prioritisation of investments. It is proposed 
that policymakers consider a more comprehensive framework for decision making that accounts 
for countries’ position on a health development continuum, based on the analysis of countries’ 
needs, fiscal capacity and policies. 5  
 
For instance, eligibility policies should not only consider the level of wealth in a society, as 
measured by GNI per capita, but account for health need relative to income as well as mitigate 
the effects of discrete thresholds that render a country ineligible for support once it passes a 
certain GNI per capita level. Further, in order to prioritize investments, a government’s 
resources and policies to meet this health need should be taken into account. Finally, the 
analyses highlight the need to account for equity considerations, particularly within country 
inequity, suggesting that context-specific analyses are relevant when assessing the level and 
type of support to be provided.  
 
Based on the analyses and findings of the EAI analytical work, a conceptual framework to guide 
policymaking in external financing for health is proposed that accounts for the following 
considerations:  
 
Recommendations  
:: To inform complex external health financing decisions such as eligibility and the 
prioritisation of investments with a multi-criteria framework that takes into account income 
levels and health needs, in addition to domestic capacity and policies, where relevant.  
 
:: To inform eligibility policies by health need relative to income, and to design 
complimentary policies that allow for a planned gradual transition, in order to mitigate the risk 
of a country losing gains in health when external financing decreases rapidly in spite of 
significant health needs and/or limited fiscal space.2  
 
:: To consider domestic fiscal capacity characteristics when prioritising investments 
and to develop policies that favour improved health outcomes and increased domestic finance.  
 
2 While there was consensus among EAI members that where discrete thresholds are used that 
render a country ineligible for support once it passes a certain GNI per capita level, the risk of 
negative impacts on overall health financing should be mitigated by allowing for a gradual and 
planned transition; an additional recommendation to avoid discrete thresholds for low- and 
middle-income countries was not supported by the entire EAI.  
 
Long-term actions  
:: To consider greater investments in data collection systems towards developing a more 
nuanced, comprehensive framework that captures sub-national equity considerations, including 
the needs of key populations and vulnerable groups, through better quality and more reliable 
data that support the inclusion of relevant indicators.  
 
Way Forward  
A key issue that goes beyond what is explored in this report, would be to consider health 
impact and efficiency indicators in guiding operational and programme decision-making and to 
promote incentives that improve health outcomes and reduce health needs. This would be 
another critical element for a more comprehensive and strategic approach.  
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The Initiative in general and the report in particular is not focused on the implications of these 
findings and recommendations for specific eligibility, allocation, or co-financing policies, since 
this is beyond the purview of a multi-convener Initiative, nor on implications for high-income 
countries. The analysis, findings and recommendations may serve however as a starting point 
for discussions on these policies. It is recommended that as a first step, this report - and where 
relevant, the individual analytical groups’ reports - be shared with the governance bodies of 
health and development organisations to inform policy and strategy deliberations.  
 
Finally, while the analysis and recommendations are specific to health, the fundamental 
approach and characteristics could have relevance for other areas of development. The idea of 
accounting for need relative to income levels and fiscal space could be relevant to any lens that 
focuses on the socio-economic dimensions of development, including agriculture, education, 
health, nutrition, gender, and social inclusion. Further, the recommendation that thresholds and 
sharp cut-offs in assistance should be avoided could apply to any development area where 
there are high levels of need across the income spectrum and limited domestic capacity to 
address it.  
 
It could therefore be of significant value to consider how a more refined and comprehensive 
framework that in addition to income levels, accounts for need, fiscal capacity and policies 
across key development sectors could be developed. While some countries may have relatively 
equal standing across areas of development, assessing each sector by similar factors could 
contribute to a more coherent analytical framework to help understand countries position along 
the development spectrum, and to provide better guidance for domestic and external finance 
towards achieving maximum impact.  
 
Since many health organizations, multilateral and bilateral, have limited expertise or mandate in 
areas related to fiscal policies and domestic financing capacity characteristics, the analysis 
highlights the importance and need for a wider collaborative approach among development 
partners to jointly develop the analytical tools to inform such policies. Similarly, investments in 
global public goods such as national data systems and data quality require greater coordination 
and alignment in order to avoid duplication and achieve efficiencies.  
 
Again, these issues highlight the need for stronger partnership and collaboration across 
development organizations to maximally support countries as they move along the development 
continuum. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
Committee Takes Decisions for the Protection of Cultural Property in Armed 
Conflicts 
UNESCO  
13 December 2016  
Ongoing conflicts and unprecedented levels of destruction, looting and damage to cultural 
property around the world highlight the strong connection between the cultural, humanitarian 
and security dimensions of conflicts and terrorism. Protection of cultural heritage is of critical 
importance in the struggle against ‘cultural cleansing’ and in the promotion of cultural diversity, 
social cohesion and reconciliation, and is central to the work of UNESCO’s Intergovernmental 
Committee for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict.  Focused on 

http://en.unesco.org/news/committee-takes-decisions-protection-cultural-property-armed-conflicts
http://en.unesco.org/news/committee-takes-decisions-protection-cultural-property-armed-conflicts
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the implementation of the 1999 Second Protocol to the 1954 Hague Convention, the Committee 
held its 11th meeting at UNESCO Headquarters from 8 to 9 December 2016.  
 
…the Committee took several decisions among which were the granting of enhanced protection 
to the Tomb of Askia in Mali, and to the Historic Monument of Mtskheta in Georgia, both World 
Heritage sites. The 1999 Second Protocol elaborates the provisions of the 1954 Hague 
Convention on the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict relating to 
safeguarding of and respect for cultural property and the conduct of hostilities. The category of 
“enhanced protection” may be requested by States Parties for cultural property that is 
particularly important for humankind, enjoys adequate legal and administrative protection at 
national level, and is not used for military purposes, and for which specific sanctions are 
imposed for serious violations with respect to such cultural property.   
 
The Committee also examined requests for international assistance related to emergency 
measures under the Fund for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 
Conflict.  It granted USD35,000 to Mali and USD50,000 to Libya, while also strongly 
encouraging the relevant Libyan authorities to submit a request for the granting of enhanced 
protection, and requesting both countries to provide detailed reports on the use of the financial 
assistance.  
 
The Committee also discussed the “Strategy for reinforcing UNESCO’s action for the protection 
of culture and the promotion of cultural pluralism in the event of armed conflict”, which was 
adopted in November 2015. The Strategy aims at strengthening Member States’ ability to 
prevent, mitigate, and recover the loss of cultural heritage and diversity as a result of conflict, 
and also to incorporate the protection of culture into humanitarian action, security strategies 
and peacebuilding processes.  The Action Plan developed in the framework of the Strategy 
focuses on the development of training tools, capacity building for national law enforcement, 
armed forces and the legal sector on cultural property protection and illicit trafficking of cultural 
objects, integration of these elements in UN peace-keeping operations (including police and 
civilian components), and risk assessment and emergency planning for heritage in areas at risk  
  
In view of the many threats cultural heritage is facing today, not only due to conflict but also in 
terms of looting and natural disasters, the Committee emphasized the need for increased 
synergies and coordination between the 1954 Hague Convention and its two Protocols, and 
other UNESCO Culture Conventions. In particular, cooperation  is underway with the 1972 
Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage and the 1970 
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of 
Ownership of Cultural Property, and new synergies have been explored with the 2003 
Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage.  
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 17 December 2016] 
Iraq  
:: WHO welcomes US$ 5 million from Kuwait to provide life-saving health services to people in 
Mosul, Iraq  
   Baghdad, 12 December 2016— WHO welcomes the generous support of the State of Kuwait 
through a US$ 5 million donation to help people in the city of Mosul obtain greater medical 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/armed-conflict-and-heritage/1999-second-protocol-its-committee/
http://whc.unesco.org/en
http://whc.unesco.org/en
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-welcomes-us-5-million-from-kuwait-to-provide-life-saving-health-services-to-people-in-mosul-iraq.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-welcomes-us-5-million-from-kuwait-to-provide-life-saving-health-services-to-people-in-mosul-iraq.html
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assistance, particularly the most vulnerable — women, children, the injured and people with 
special needs.  
 
The Syrian Arab Republic  -  
::  As thousands flee Aleppo, WHO and partners deliver health care  
   14 December 2016 – Tens of thousands of people have been displaced from eastern Aleppo 
as a result of the conflict. 
   WHO, as the health sector lead agency, together with UN agencies and national partners, is 
present in Aleppo providing health assistance to internally displaced people and to those living 
in newly accessible areas. The Organization coordinates the response with the Syrian Arab Red 
Crescent, mobile medical teams, UN agencies, national NGOs, and various health service 
providers in the area. 
:: Aleppo health workers witness the worst day of their lives 12 December 2016 
 
Nigeria  -  
:: Full impact of devastated health services in north-eastern Nigeria revealed by WHO report  
   14 December 2016 -- According to a report released today by WHO, one third of the 
remaining health facilities in Borno State, Nigeria, are no longer functioning. WHO has been 
working with the Borno State Ministry of Health to set up a Health Resources Availability 
Monitoring System (known as HeRAMS) to collect information on the availability of health 
resources and services in this humanitarian crisis. 
 
South Sudan  - No new announcements identified. 
Yemen - No new announcements identified. 
 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 17 December 2016] 
Ethiopia  -  
:: Ethiopia needs major health support to stop devastation from El Niño 
   4 December 2015—With Ethiopia in the grip of its worst drought in 30 years due to El Niño, 
the World Health Organization (WHO) deployed an emergency response team to support the 
Ethiopian Ministry of Health and partners in coordinating the health sector response across the 
country. 
 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified. 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified. 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  -  
:: Germany supports WHO to provide lifesaving and essential health services in Ukraine  
   Kyiv, 9 December —Kseniya, 44, from the non-government controlled area of Luhansk, has 
diabetes. “I need to monitor blood glucose levels all the time, follow a diet and receive daily 
insulin injections. I should take medications, but do not have money to afford them,” she said.    
“My salary barely covers food and utility payments.” Now Kseniya can get insulin from the local 
clinics for free thanks to the recent humanitarian supplies. However, a few months ago it was 
not possible due to a lack of medications and screening tests in the non-government controlled 
areas in eastern Ukraine. For next few months she rests assured that lifesaving medicines are 
available.  

http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/releases/aleppo_photo_story/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/aleppo-health-workers-witness-the-worst-day-of-their-lives.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/nga/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/releases/2016/north-east-nigeria/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/releases/4december2015/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/germany_who_contribution_ukraine/en/index.html
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UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Iraq  
:: Iraq: Mosul Humanitarian Response Situation Report #11 (5 December - 11 December 2016) 
[EN/KU/AR] 
:: Iraq: Humanitarian Bulletin, November 2016 | Issued on 10 December 
 
Syria  
:: WHO calls for urgent resumption of medical evacuations from besieged east Aleppo  16 Dec 
2016 
:: Syria Crisis Bi-Weekly Situation Report No. 19 (as of 12 December 2016) 
] 
Yemen  
:: Yemen Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 18 (14 December 2016) 14 Dec 2016 
[Excerpt] 
Humanitarian actors help tackle a cholera outbreak 
   As of 29 November, the outbreak of cholera declared in early October, recorded 122 
confirmed cases in 12 governorates, 10 confirmed deaths, and 72 suspected deaths. 
Additionally, more than 7,700 suspected cases were reported across 15 at-risk governorates. 
Women and children made up the majority of both suspected cases and deaths. The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and the Ministry of Public Health and Population (MoPHP) estimate 
that 7.6 million people are at risk. 
   Containment and treatment activities are being undertaken by humanitarian partners in 
support of the Ministry of Health throughout Yemen. Some 24 Cholera Treatment Centres now 
help manage cholera cases, in 15 priority governorates across Yemen. Rapid response teams 
have also been deployed to ensure timely and effective epidemiological investigation and 
response. Water and sanitation interventions are helping contain the spread of the disease by 
chlorinating water and helping to manage waste. Funding for the cholera response includes a $ 
4 million allocation from the Central Emergency Relief Fund (CERF) and Yemen Humanitarian 
Pooled Fund (YHPF) and some $3 million secured through reprogramming of resources by 
humanitarian partners. 
   The scale up of household water chlorination interventions to contain the outbreak in high-
risk areas is on going; however, the lack of sufficient funding is limiting the reach of this 
intervention. Custom clearance delays for laboratory testing reagents into Yemen are also 
limiting the classification of cases. This is compounded by the limited laboratory facilities in 
Yemen and a collapsing health system, in which 55 per cent of health facilities are either not 
functioning or barely functioning. 
   Agreements have been reached with parties to the conflict to fast-track cholera response 
clearance requests. Consequently, deconfliction requests with the Saudi Arabian-led Coalition, 
which are required to ensure the safety of aid movements, are now being processed within 12 
hours or less (instead of the regular 48 hours); similarly, the Ministry of Interior, in the national 
capital Sana’a, has been prioritizing the clearance of movement requests for supplies and staff 
related to the cholera response. 
 
Corporate Emergencies 
Haiti 
Haiti: Hurricane Matthew - Situation Report No.28 (10 December) 

http://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/emergencies
http://www.unocha.org/iraq
http://reliefweb.int/node/1817464
http://reliefweb.int/node/1817464
http://reliefweb.int/node/1816094
http://www.unocha.org/syria
http://reliefweb.int/node/1825764
http://reliefweb.int/node/1825099
http://www.unocha.org/yemen
http://reliefweb.int/node/1820409
http://www.unocha.org/hurricane-matthew
http://reliefweb.int/node/1816239
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Main Points 
:: Active screening of children under five in most affected areas of Grand’Anse and Sud point to 
alarming levels of malnutrition and the need for immediate response.  
:: Close to 98% of the 806,000 severely food insecure people in need of assistance have 
received food distributions. In addition, some 120,000 people have also received food as part of 
WFP’s second round of distributions. 
:: Concern over continued food insecurity into 2017 is growing as farming remains undermined 
by lack of seeds and debris clearance. 
:: Cash programming reached 32,807 households in November, transferring just over $2 million 
in food security, shelter, early recovery and safe water programmes. 
[No mention of status of cholera outbreak or OCV campaign] 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
The Government of Malawi and UNICEF announce first humanitarian drone testing 
corridor in Africa 
Press release 
LILONGWE, Malawi/NEW YORK, 15 December 2016 – The Government of Malawi and UNICEF 
have announced the establishment of an air corridor to test potential humanitarian use of 
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) - also known as drones.  
 
The corridor is the first in Africa and one of the first globally with a focus on humanitarian and 
development use. It will run for a maximum distance of 40 km and become fully operational by 
April 2017. The corridor is designed to provide a controlled platform for the private sector, 
universities, and other partners to explore how UAS can be used to help deliver services that 
will benefit communities. 
 
“Malawi has over the past years faced serious droughts and flooding,” Malawi’s Minister of 
Transport and Public Works, Jappie Mhango said. “The launch of the UAS testing corridor is 
particularly important to support transportation and data collection where land transport 
infrastructure is either not feasible or difficult during emergencies.” 
 
The Humanitarian UAS Testing Corridor will facilitate testing in three main areas: 
:: Imagery – generating and analyzing aerial images for development and during humanitarian 
crises, including for situation monitoring in floods and earthquakes 
:: Connectivity – exploring the possibility for UAS to extend Wi-Fi or cellphone signals across 
difficult terrain, particularly in emergency settings 
:: Transport – delivery of small low weight supplies such as emergency medical supplies, 
vaccines and samples for laboratory diagnosis, including for HIV testing. 
 
UAS technology is still in the early stages of development. UNICEF is working globally with a 
number of governments and private sector partners to explore how UAS can be used in low 
income countries. All projects adhere to a strict set of innovation principles, with a focus on 
open source and user-centered design. 
 
“The establishment of the testing corridor means there is now a place where we can explore 
the potential of UAS in the development and humanitarian space,” said Cynthia McCaffrey, 
Director of UNICEF’s Office of Innovation. “This programme allows UNICEF to adapt to rapid 
developments in UAS technology and potentially integrate UAS into our work for children.”… 
 

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94184.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94184.html
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*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
16 December 2016  
SC/12634 
Adopting Resolution 2327 (2016), Security Council Grants Mandate Extension of United Nations 
Mission in South Sudan, Considers Possible Sanctions 
   Expressing deep concern at the security situation in South Sudan and the possibility of an 
outright ethnic war, the Security Council this afternoon extended the mandate of the United 
Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) to 15 December 2017, strengthening its mandate 
with additional powers to protect civilians while expressing its intention to consider sanctions 
against those whose actions undermined peace, stability and security in the country. 
 
16 December 2016  
SC/12632 
Final Report on Palestinian Question Holds ‘No Sense of Optimism’, Says ‘Saddened’ Secretary-
General in Security Council Briefing 
   Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said this morning that today he was saddened that his final 
briefing to the Security Council on the question of Palestine brought no sense of optimism for 
the future. 
 
16 December 2016  
GA/11878 
General Assembly Adopts Resolution Committing to New Approach on Haiti Cholera Outbreak 
   Adopting two texts without a vote this morning, the General Assembly committed to 
implementing the Secretary-General’s newly presented approach to cholera in Haiti, with 
speakers welcoming the “long-anticipated” move and its focus on the provision of material 
assistance to the victims of the nearly six-year-long outbreak. 
 
16 December 2016  
SG/SM/18373 
Amid Growing Authoritarian Rule, Concerted Efforts Needed to Promote Accountable 
Institutions, Pluralism, Secretary-General Tells Warsaw Dialogue for Democracy 
 
14 December 2016  
SG/SM/18366-SC/12627 
Commending Security Council during Tribute, Secretary-General Says ‘Continuing Nightmare in 
Syria’ Remains Deepest Regret as He Leaves Office 
 
13 December 2016  
SC/12624 

http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12634.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12634.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12632.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12632.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11878.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm18373.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm18373.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm18366.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm18366.doc.htm
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Decrying Carnage in Aleppo, Speakers Urge Security Council to End Violence, Open 
Humanitarian Corridors, Engage in Genuine Dialogue 
   The current battle in Syria must be followed by an immediate end to violence by all sides, 
unfettered humanitarian access and genuine engagement without preconditions on finding a 
political solution to stop the conflict, the Security Council heard today in a meeting called by 
France and the United Kingdom. 
 
12 December 2016  
SG/2235-GA/11874 
United Nations Must Change as Global Challenges Surpass Its Ability to Respond, Secretary-
General-designate Tells General Assembly while Taking Oath of Office 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 17 
December 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Press briefing notes on Myanmar, Colombia and 50th Anniversary of the Human Rights 
Covenants 
 
Gambia election: Zeid warning on human rights violations 
 
DRC: Zeid calls for rights to be upheld as president’s mandate nears end 
 
“Callous” approach to northern Rakhine may have grave repercussions – Zeid 
 
Zeid urges immediate halt to bombardment of eastern Aleppo, says further war crimes may be 
taking place 
 
UN expert rejects Philippines conditions for fact-finding mission on drugs war 
 
Syria: Aleppo terror and slaughter must be halted – Zeid 
 
UN report urges end to inhuman detention of migrants in Libya 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
14 December 2016 
Children and families should never be in immigration detention – UN experts 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 17 December 2016] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12624.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12624.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sg2235.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sg2235.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21043&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21043&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21044&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21046&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21042&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21035&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21035&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21045&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21024&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21023&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21026&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
13 December 2016 
Statement to mark the 10th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities 
 
13 December 2016 
Disability rights still lagging 10 years after convention, says UN expert 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
15 Dec 2016  
World: Community Engagement & Humanitarian Partnerships Newsletter, December 2016  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Afghanistan, Kenya, 
Mozambique, Somalia, Syrian Arab Republic, Uganda, World This is a bi-monthly update that 
compiles innovative policy, practice and partnerships that aim to strengthen engagement of 
disaster-affected communities in humanitarian action from the Southern and Eastern Africa 
region. The aim of the publication is to create awareness about these initiatives and share good 
practices.  
 
14 Dec 2016  
South Sudan: South Sudan: Humanitarian Country Team Statement on the Deteriorating 
Operating Environment  
 
13 Dec 2016  
World: Donors pledge to support people affected by crisis through the UN’s Emergency 
Response Fund  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: World (New York, 13 
December 2016): Today the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) hosted 
its High-Level pledging conference for 2017. Twenty-nine donors pledged almost US$273 million 
to the Fund to support urgent aid whenever and wherever crises hit. 
  
13 Dec 2016  
Myanmar: OCHA Update - Humanitarian situation in the northern part of Rakhine State, 
Myanmar - 13 December 2016  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Myanmar The United 
Nations estimates that about 30,000 people have been newly displaced in the northern part of 
Maungdaw Township in Rakhine State as a result of the armed attacks on Border Guard Police 
posts on 9 October 2016 and subsequent security operations. In addition to those displaced, 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21018&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21018&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21020&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/community-engagement-humanitarian-partnerships-newsletter-december-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-humanitarian-country-team-statement-deteriorating-operating
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-humanitarian-country-team-statement-deteriorating-operating
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/donors-pledge-support-people-affected-crisis-through-un-s-emergency-response-fund
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/donors-pledge-support-people-affected-crisis-through-un-s-emergency-response-fund
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/ocha-update-humanitarian-situation-northern-part-rakhine-state-myanmar-13-december
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/ocha-update-humanitarian-situation-northern-part-rakhine-state-myanmar-13-december
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large segments of the population in the north of Rakhine State have also been impacted by the 
recent events and new movement...  
 
11 Dec 2016  
Burundi: Burundi - Humanitarian Brief: Urgent Humanitarian Needs on the Rise (December 
2016)  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Burundi, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo Eighteen months after the outbreak of large-scale violence in Burundi, 
people’s access to essential services is severely restricted. Insecurity and macroeconomic 
factors, including a decline in external financial support resulting in massive budget cuts 
(including education- 30%, health- 54%, human rights- 65% and water- 72%) have severely 
hampered the provision of basic services....  
 
11 Dec 2016  
Iraq: Mosul Humanitarian Crisis, 9 December 2016  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Iraq IN NUMBERS 
85,000 PEOPLE ARE CURRENTLY DISPLACED 81% OF DISPLACED PEOPLE ARE IN EMERGENCY 
CAMPS 43,000 MORE SPACES ARE AVAILABLE NOW TO SHELTER DISPLACED PEOPLE IN 
EMERGENCY CAMPS 239,000 PEOPLE IN NEED, IN AND OUT OF CAMPS, HAVE BEEN REACHED 
BY FIRST-LINE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 1.2-1.5m PEOPLE COULD BE AFFECTED OVERALL BY 
THE MILITARY OPERATIONS US$284m* REQUESTED FOR THE FLASH APPEAL TO PREPARE 
AHEAD OF THE...  
 
 
UNICEF [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html 
16 December 2016  
Statement by Anthony Lake, UNICEF Executive Director, on children trapped in Aleppo 
   NEW YORK, 16 December 2016 – “More than 2,700 children have been evacuated from east 
Aleppo in the past 24 hours, including some who were sick, wounded or without their parents. 
 
European Commissioners mark UNICEF’s birthday with “tiny stories” looking towards a better 
world for children 
   BRUSSELS, 16 December 2016 - A quartet of senior European Union Commissioners have 
joined renowned novelists Paolo Coelho, Chimamanda Adichie and some 200 other writers, 
poets, and bloggers to pen their hopes for the world’s children in an initiative inspired by this 
week’s 70th anniversary of the United Nations children’s agency, UNICEF. 
 
Rise in child recruitment as conflict in South Sudan enters fourth year 
   JUBA, 15 December 2016 – Three years after fighting first erupted in South Sudan, children 
continue to be recruited by armed forces and armed groups, with 1,300 children recruited in 
2016, UNICEF said today. This brings to more than 17,000 the total number of children used in 
the conflict since 2013.  
 
The Government of Malawi and UNICEF announce first humanitarian drone testing corridor in 
Africa 
   LILONGWE, Malawi/NEW YORK, 15 December 2016 – The Government of Malawi and UNICEF 
have announced the establishment of an air corridor to test potential humanitarian use of 
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) - also known as drones.  
 

http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/burundi-humanitarian-brief-urgent-humanitarian-needs-rise-december-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/burundi-humanitarian-brief-urgent-humanitarian-needs-rise-december-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/mosul-humanitarian-crisis-9-december-2016
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94194.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94192.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94192.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94185.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94184.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94184.html


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

Statement by Anthony Lake, UNICEF Executive Director, on the situation of children in Nigeria  
   NEW YORK, 13 December 2016 – “The violent conflict in northeast Nigeria has left children 
severely malnourished and at risk of death. 
 
Statement attributable to Geert Cappelaere, UNICEF Regional Director, on the children of 
Aleppo 
   AMMAN, 13 December 2016 - “As violence continues to escalate in Aleppo today, thousands 
of children are suffering in silence, and coming under brutal attack as the world watches.  
 
UNICEF’s star-studded 70th anniversary event... 
   NEW YORK, 12 December 2016 – Ishmael Beah, David Beckham, Orlando Bloom, Millie Bobby 
Brown, Jackie Chan, Priyanka Chopra, Angelique Kidjo and Femi Kuti attend UNICEF’s 70th 
anniversary event and call for a fair chance for every child. UNICEF commemorated 70 years of 
tireless work for children today with the help of some of the organization’s best-known Goodwill 
Ambassadors and celebrity advocates at a ‘children’s takeover’ event co-hosted by 12-year-old 
Millie Bobby Brown and featuring children and young people who have benefited directly from 
UNICEF’s efforts. UNICEF commemorated 70 years of tireless work for children today with the 
help of some of the organization’s best-known Goodwill Ambassadors and celebrity advocates at 
a ‘children’s takeover’ event co-hosted by 12-year-old Millie Bobby Brown and featuring children 
and young people who have benefited directly from UNICEF’s efforts. 
 
Malnutrition amongst children in Yemen at an all-time high, warns UNICEF 
   SANA'A, 12 December 2016 – Nearly 2.2 million children in Yemen are acutely malnourished 
and require urgent care. At least 462,000 children suffer from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM), 
a drastic increase of almost 200 per cent since 2014. An additional 1.7 million children suffer 
from Moderate Acute Malnutrition. 
 
Across the Middle East and North Africa, conflict threatens decades of progress for children 
   AMMAN, 11 December 2016 – Nearly one in five children across the Middle East and North 
Africa is in need of immediate humanitarian assistance, according to UNICEF. 
 
UNICEF commemorates 70 years of tireless work for the world’s most vulnerable children  
   NEW YORK, 11 December 2016 – On the 70th anniversary of its founding, UNICEF celebrates 
the immense progress made for the world’s children – and renews the urgent call to reach 
millions of children whose lives and futures are endangered by conflict, crisis, poverty, 
inequality and discrimination.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press Releases 
Statement on Aleppo by UN High Commissioner for Refugees 17 Dec 2016 
 
Global Refugee Sponsorship Initiative promotes Canada’s private refugee sponsorship model 16 
Dec 2016 
 
UNHCR chief launches U$241 million appeal for conflict-displaced in Lake Chad Basin 16 Dec 
2016 
 
Briefing Notes 
Into Mosul’s Third Month, UNHCR Bolsters Response to Help Newly Displaced 16 Dec 2016  

https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94177.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94172.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94172.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_94166.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93868.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93867.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93866.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2016/12/58553e114/statement-aleppo-un-high-commissioner-refugees.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2016/12/58539e524/global-refugee-sponsorship-initiative-promotes-canadas-private-refugee.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2016/12/5853ccb64/unhcr-chief-launches-u241-million-appeal-conflict-displaced-lake-chad-basin.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2016/12/5853b6d14/mosuls-third-month-unhcr-bolsters-response-help-newly-displaced.html
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 UNHCR: Programmes for direct cash-aid to the displaced reaches record $430m in 2016 16 Dec 
2016 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
2016-12-16 18:39 
Migrant Deaths Worldwide Top 7,100 - Over Half in the Mediterranean  
   Switzerland - IOM is reporting today (16/12) 7,189 migrants and refugees have died or 
remain missing on world migratory routes.  
 
International Migrants Day 2016: Message from IOM DG William Lacy Swing  
2016-12-16 18:38 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
EU, IOM Launch Migrant Protection, Reintegration Initiative on Central Mediterranean Migration 
Routes in Africa 
2016-12-16 18:37 
   Belgium - The European Union, the governments of Germany and Italy, and IOM, launched a 
new initiative to support African countries. 
 
IOM Responds to Life-threatening Starvation of Migrants in Libyan Detention Centres 
2016-12-16 18:36 
   Libya - IOM this week responded to an urgent appeal from several international humanitarian 
agencies concerning deteriorating conditions in migrant detention centres throughout the 
country, especially in Tripoli, where the situation in Al Fallah Detention Centre was described 
as... 
 
IOM Study Assesses Migration Risks on Mediterranean Routes  
2016-12-16 18:33 
   Germany - Over one million migrants risked their lives to enter the European Union via 
irregular routes in 2015. This year over 350,000 irregular migrants have arrived in Europe so 
far, and over 4,700 have lost their lives in the Mediterranean. 
 
IOM Responds to Measles Outbreak in Kismayo, Somalia  
2016-12-16 18:28 
   Somalia - This week IOM, with support from the Government of Japan, launched a mass 
public health campaign to contain an ongoing measles outbreak in Kismayo, Somalia. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.unaids.org/ 
Press statement 
UNAIDS Board underlines the need for a fully funded response to HIV to allow more countries 
to get on the Fast-Track to ending AIDS by 2030 
   GENEVA, 12 December 2016—At its 39th meeting, the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating 
Board welcomed the significant progress made in the response to HIV and stressed the need for 
sustained investment, strengthened commitment, partnerships and innovation to enable more 
countries to accelerate the delivery of services to end the AIDS epidemic by 2030. 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2016/12/5853b3ed4/unhcr-programmes-direct-cash-aid-displaced-reaches-record-430m-2016.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/migrant-deaths-worldwide-top-7100-over-half-mediterranean
http://www.iom.int/news/international-migrants-day-2016-message-iom-dg-william-lacy-swing
http://www.iom.int/news/eu-iom-launch-migrant-protection-reintegration-initiative-central-mediterranean-migration
http://www.iom.int/news/eu-iom-launch-migrant-protection-reintegration-initiative-central-mediterranean-migration
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-life-threatening-starvation-migrants-libyan-detention-centres
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-study-assesses-migration-risks-mediterranean-routes
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-measles-outbreak-kismayo-somalia
http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2016/december/20161208_PCB39
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2016/december/20161208_PCB39
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   In his opening address, the Executive Director of UNAIDS, Michel Sidibé, took stock of a 
momentous year for the AIDS response, during which access to antiretroviral therapy expanded 
to more than 18 million people and more countries adopted a Fast-Track response to ending 
the AIDS epidemic by 2030. A Fast-Track response includes a set of measurable targets that 
must be reached by 2020 in order for the world to be on course to end the AIDS epidemic by 
2030. 
   Mr Sidibé underlined the need to continue to respond to the underlying issues that increase 
the vulnerability of people to HIV infection, particularly specific groups of people, including 
young women and adolescent girls and key populations, such as sex workers, transgender 
people, gay men and other men who have sex with men, prisoners and people who inject 
drugs. He announced plans for a new prevention coalition across different initiatives and among 
different leaders, implementers and community representatives committed to closing the 
prevention gap.   
   Despite the progress made in responding to HIV, Mr Sidibé warned of emerging global 
challenges that threaten to blow the Fast-Track response off course… 
 
Update  
UNAIDS PCB session on ageing and HIV reaffirms that an ageing population of people living 
with HIV is a measure of success 
12 December 2016 
On 8 December, the thematic session of the 39th meeting of the UNAIDS Programme 
Coordinating Board (PCB) focused on ageing and HIV. 
   Out of 36.7 million people living with in 2015, 5.8 million were aged 50 years and older. With 
the expansion of access to treatment, more people living with HIV are surviving and ageing. 
The PCB thematic session brought together representatives of civil society, governments and 
development agencies to explore the experiences of people living with HIV older than 50 years 
of age and to learn lessons from health, community and social protection systems for older 
people… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 17 December 2016] 
Dr Halfdan T. Mahler, WHO’s third Director-General, dies at 93 
   15 December 2016 – WHO is saddened by the death of Dr Halfdan T. Mahler on 14 December 
2016. Dr Mahler served as Director-General of WHO from 1973-1988. As WHO's third Director-
General, Dr Mahler will be remembered as a champion for primary care. He played a key 
leadership role shaping the Alma Ata Declaration that defined the Health for All by the Year 
2000 strategy.  
Statement  
 
One third of health facilities are destroyed in Borno State, Nigeria 
   14 December 2016 – According to a report released today by WHO, of those facilities 
remaining, one third are not functioning at all. WHO has been working with the Borno State 
Ministry of Health to set up a Health Resources Availability Monitoring System (known as 
HeRAMS) to collect information on the availability of health resources and services in this 
humanitarian crisis.  
News release  
 
Highlights  
UN General Assembly high-level meeting on tuberculosis to take place in 2018 
   WHO welcomes the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Resolution, calling for the 
UNGA to hold the first-ever high-level meeting on the fight against tuberculosis in 2018. WHO 

http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/PCB39_EXD-report_en.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2016/december/20161208_HIV-and-ageing
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2016/december/20161208_HIV-and-ageing
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2016/dr-halfdan-mahler/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/statements/2016/dr-halfdan-mahler/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/releases/2016/north-east-nigeria/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/releases/2016/north-east-nigeria/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/tb/features_archive/unga-meeting-tuberculosis/en/index.html
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has been asked to work with the UN Secretary-General, in consultation with Member States, to 
conceptualize and plan the 2018 high-level meeting.  
 
Consultation on action to address adolescent health opens 
   December 2016 – WHO in collaboration with other UN agencies and in consultation with 
youth, Member States and major partners, has drafted global implementation guidance for 
Accelerated Action for the Health of Adolescents (AA-HA! guidance). Input is now requested 
from governments, civil society, the private sector, academia, youth groups and citizens until 15 
January 2017. 
  
First WHO toolkit to strengthen Europe’s health response to migration 
   December 2016 – Over one million refugees and migrants arrived in Europe by sea in 2015. 
2016 has become the deadliest year ever for these travellers, with over 4700 people found 
dead or missing at sea so far. The WHO Regional Office for Europe has developed a toolkit – 
the first of its kind – to help countries analyse and improve their health capacity and first 
response to large-scale migration.  
 
WHO issues new selected practice recommendations for contraceptive use 
   The new recommendations for contraceptive use published today is one of WHO’s evidence-
based guidance documents to support and strengthen national contraceptive/family planning 
programmes.  
 
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO   
:: Immunization in Africa: Progress made – but it’s time to up the game 
   Dakar, 14 December 2016 - Immunization experts have called for concrete actions to stem 
the tide of vaccine preventable diseases in the WHO African Region. The call came from the 
African Regional Immunization Technical Advisory Group (RITAG) which concluded its 2-day 
meeting on 14 December 2016 in Dakar, Senegal, to discuss the state of immunization in the 
region. The RITAG serves as the principal advisory group to the WHO Regional Director for 
Africa, Dr. Matshidiso Moeti, on regional immunization policies and programmes. 
:: The African Region to initiate action towards the attainment of the Health SDGs by 
strengthening health systems - 12 December 2016  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: International Migrants Day: working to achieve good health for all refugees and migrants in 
the European Region 16-12-2016  
:: Dr Halfdan T. Mahler, WHO’s third Director-General, dies at 93 15-12-2016  
:: First WHO toolkit to strengthen Europe’s health response to migration 15-12-2016  
:: Day 2: new European platform for partnerships across sectors, United Nations agencies and 
civil society 13-12-2016 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 

http://www.who.int/entity/maternal_child_adolescent/topics/adolescence/framework-accelerated-action-consultation/en/index.html
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2016/12/first-who-toolkit-to-strengthen-europes-health-response-to-migration
http://www.who.int/entity/reproductivehealth/topics/family_planning/SPR-3/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/9277-immunization-in-africa-progress-made--but-its-time-to-up-the-game.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/9262-the-african-region-to-initiate-action-towards-the-attainment-of-the-health-sdgs-by-strengthening-health-systems.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/9262-the-african-region-to-initiate-action-towards-the-attainment-of-the-health-sdgs-by-strengthening-health-systems.html
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/migration-and-health/news/news/2016/12/international-migrants-day-working-to-achieve-equitable,-quality-health-care-for-all-migrants-in-the-european-region2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/migration-and-health/news/news/2016/12/international-migrants-day-working-to-achieve-equitable,-quality-health-care-for-all-migrants-in-the-european-region2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/denmark/news/news/2016/13/dr-halfdan-t.-mahler,-whos-third-director-general,-dies-at-93
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2016/12/first-who-toolkit-to-strengthen-europes-health-response-to-migration
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2016/12/paris-high-level-conference/news/news/2016/12/day-2-new-european-platform-for-partnerships-across-sectors,-un-agencies-and-civil-society2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2016/12/paris-high-level-conference/news/news/2016/12/day-2-new-european-platform-for-partnerships-across-sectors,-un-agencies-and-civil-society2
http://www.emro.who.int/
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:: WHO steps up response in Aleppo and demands that health personnel be protected 
   13 December 2016 – Conditions in Aleppo continue to deteriorate as thousands of people flee 
violence. WHO alongside UN and other partners, is working to provide care in the midst of 
conflict and to assist internally displaced people (IDPs). The Organization strongly urges all 
parties to the conflict in Syria to abide by international humanitarian law and protect civilians 
trapped in the conflict. In particular, WHO demands that all patients and health workers, 
facilities and vehicles be protected from violence during times of conflict 
:: WHO welcomes US$ 5 million from Kuwait to provide life-saving health services to people in 
Mosul, Iraq   12 December 2016 
:: Aleppo health workers witness the worst day of their lives   12 December 2016 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Rehabilitation: Key to creating enabling environments  
   13 DECEMBER 2016 - The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that around 15% of 
the global population experience disability. This equates to around 270 million people in the 
Western Pacific Region. Many of these people encounter participation restrictions that 
significantly impact their ability to access health care and rehabilitation. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2016/ 
12/12/16 
4th OIE Global Conference on Animal welfare: towards a new global strategy on animal welfare 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Helen Clark: Lecture at Kwansei Gakuin University “Challenges and Opportunities in 
Implementing the New Global Agendas”  Dec 15, 2016  Kobe, Japan 
 
Helen Clark: Speech at the Opening Session of the World Assembly for Women 2016 Dec 14, 
2016 Tokyo, Japan 
 
UNDP demonstrates continued leadership on climate neutrality Dec 13, 2016 
   A year after the international community came together in Paris to adopt the historic climate 
agreement, committing all nations to limit their Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions, UNDP 
continues to demonstrate its leadership in the fight against climate change and maintains 
climate neutrality in its global operations for a second year. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 17 December 2016] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Remarks from Mr. Wu Hongbo, USG, DESA. Remarks Briefing on the United Nations Conference 
to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14 (13 December 2016) 
 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2016/aleppo-response-syria/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-welcomes-us-5-million-from-kuwait-to-provide-life-saving-health-services-to-people-in-mosul-iraq.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-welcomes-us-5-million-from-kuwait-to-provide-life-saving-health-services-to-people-in-mosul-iraq.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/aleppo-health-workers-witness-the-worst-day-of-their-lives.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2016/20161213/en/index.html
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2016/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2016/4th-oie-global-conference-on-animal-welfare/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/12/15/helen-clark-lecture-at-kwansei-gakuin-university-challenges-and-opportunities-in-implementing-the-new-global-agendas-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/12/15/helen-clark-lecture-at-kwansei-gakuin-university-challenges-and-opportunities-in-implementing-the-new-global-agendas-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/12/14/helen-clark-speech-at-the-opening-session-of-the-world-assembly-for-women-2016.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/12/13/undp-demonstrates-continued-leadership-on-climate-neutrality.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/statements/mr-wu/2016/12/remarks-briefing-united-nations-conference-to-support-implementation-sdg14.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/statements/mr-wu/2016/12/remarks-briefing-united-nations-conference-to-support-implementation-sdg14.html
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UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
December 12, 2016 
SDSN Partnership with New York Society for Ethical Culture 
   The New York Society for Ethical Culture, in conjunction with the Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network and Religions for Peace, will convene Ethics in Action NYC in order to help 
build a shared vision of the common good for NYC and to help guide problem solving in NYC 
and in the US. Ethics in Action NYC […] 
 
 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
[Website not responding at inquiry] 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
12 Dec 2016 
Buenos Aires joins resilient cities network 
   Argentina’s Buenos Aires province has joined UNISDR’s Making Cities Resilient campaign, 
marking an important step in efforts to protect its population of almost 17 million people from 
natural and human-induced hazards. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
15 December 2016, New York  
“Diversity of humanity is our greatest strength” 
   Around the world today, there are some 244 million international migrants – people living 
outside their country of birth. That means more than 3 per cent of the global population left 
their homes, most of whom in search of a better life abroad. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
15 December 2016  
New user-friendly guidelines launched by UNESCO and ICCROM help save heritage collections in 
emergencies 
 
14 December 2016  
UNESCO Director General sends rapid assessment mission to the Nimrud archaeological site in 
Iraq 
 
14 December 2016  
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http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/51284
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/global-forum-migration-development.html
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http://en.unesco.org/news/new-user-friendly-guidelines-launched-unesco-and-iccrom-help-save-heritage-collections-0
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Regional Meeting on the fight against illicit trafficking of cultural property in Central America 
and Dominican Republic 
 
13 December 2016  
Committee Takes Decisions for the Protection of Cultural Property in Armed Conflicts 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
16/12/2016 –  
Statement of the UNODC Executive Director, Yury Fedotov, on International Migrants Day 
   Vienna, 18 December 2016 - Vulnerable migrants and refugees in mass movements are at 
greater risk of being targeted by organized criminal smugglers and human traffickers. 
They are being subjected to violence and torture, kidnapping and extortion. They are being 
trafficked, for sexual exploitation, forced labour or organ removal. Thousands have died on 
unsafe passage across sea and land. 
   We cannot allow these appalling crimes to continue. We must do more to protect the lives, 
rights and freedoms of migrants from the criminals who seek to abuse and exploit them. 
   The New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants adopted at the General Assembly High-
Level Summit in September called on states to vigorously combat human trafficking and migrant 
smuggling, including through proper identification and support, as required by the Protocols on 
trafficking and migrant smuggling under the UN Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime. 
   We need to live up to these commitments, and strengthen action to stop migrant smugglers 
and human traffickers as part of comprehensive, human-rights based responses to the crises 
we face. 
   The process towards a Global Compact for safe, orderly and regular migration set in motion 
at the Summit holds the promise of further solidifying and advancing efforts against human 
trafficking and migrant smuggling. I call on all governments to take this opportunity to seek 
joint solutions and ensure respect, safety and dignity for all. 
   We all have a part to play. United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has launched the 
TOGETHER campaign (together.un.org) to engage and activate people all over the world to 
show support for refugees and migrants… 
 
15/12/2016 –  
UNODC Chief expresses support for China’s recent justice reforms, agrees to expand 
partnership 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Call for proposals: Public space implementation projects 
   Following the adoption of the New Urban Agenda, UN-Habitat’s Global Public Space 
Programme is launching a call for innovative and exciting public space projects which could 
receive a small grant to support implementation. Local authorities and non-profit... 
Posted December 16, 2016 
 
Crowdsourcing of public space tools 
   UN-Habitat’s Public Space team is producing a new book on public space tools and we need 
your help! We know that there are lots of useful methodologies and approaches to public space 
assessment, design, planning and management... 
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Posted December 16, 2016 
 
Digital technology to increase participation of women, youth in reconstruction of Gaza Strip 
   Gaza, 13 December 2016 With financial support of the Government of the Kingdom of 
Belgium, UN-Habitat and UN Women have launched a new innovative Programme to advance 
women’s and youth’s rights to participate in reconstruction and recovery... 
Posted December 15, 2016 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
16-12-2016 
Women hold the key to building a world free from hunger and poverty 
   Achieving gender equality and empowering women is not only the right thing to do but is a 
critical ingredient in the fight against extreme poverty, hunger and malnutrition, experts and 
policymakers have said during a high level event on rural women held at FAO's Rome 
headquarters. 
 
Rural development is Colombia’s peace dividend, President Santos says 
   Peace in our country will help global food security and agricultural development, Colombia 
President Juan Manuel Santos said. He outlined his country's post-conflict development plan, 
which counts on FAO's support, and agreed to join the FAO-Nobel Peace Laureates alliance 
against hunger. 
15-12-2016 
 
Wood production sees growth driven by housing and green energy markets 
   Global production of all major wood products grew for the sixth consecutive year in 2015, 
while trade in wood products decreased slightly, according to new data published by FAO today. 
The increase was mainly boosted by the continuous economic growth in Asia, a recovering 
housing market in North America and scaling up of the bioenergy targets. 
14-12-2016 
 
FAO opens new subregional office in Lebanon to tackle effects of crises 
   Conflicts in Syria, Iraq and Yemen are the prime culprit behind the doubling of 
undernourished people in the Near East, FAO Director-General Jose Graziano da Silva said today 
as he visited Beirut, where FAO is opening a new sub-regional office. 
13-12-2016 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Fundamental Convention 
Uzbekistan ratifies the Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize 
Convention, 1948 (No.87)   
16 December 2016  
Uzbekistan becomes the 154th member State of the ILO to ratify this Fundamental Convention 
 
Global Wage Report 2016/17 
Global wage growth falls to its lowest level in four years   
15 December 2016  
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http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/459886/icode/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
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   Wage recovery in some developed economies – including the United States and Germany – 
was not sufficient to offset the decline in emerging and developing countries. 
 
Panorama Laboral 2016 
Unemployment increased sharply in Latin America and the Caribbean   
15 December 2016  
   The average unemployment rate reached 8.1 per cent, according to the annual report. There 
are 25 million people who are looking for work without success. The quality of employment has 
also deteriorated because of an increase in informality and self-employment. The impact on 
young people is of particular concern. 
 
High-Level Ministerial Meeting on Health Employment and Economic Growth 
ILO welcomes five-year action plan to increase investments in the global health workforce   
15 December 2016  
   The ILO will support countries in implementing the recommendations of the High-Level 
Commission on Health Employment and Economic Growth, with game-changing ideas, policy 
advice and technical assistance. 
 
Press release 
ILO Director-General calls on Nepal to promote domestic employment, fair migration and social 
dialogue   
14 December 2016  
   "Labour policies should recognize the needs of all groups to access skills and decent work 
opportunities," said ILO Director-General Guy Ryder. 
 
News 
ILO Director-General Guy Ryder hails working conditions progress in Bangladesh   
13 December 2016  
   ILO Director-General Guy Ryder has praised progress made by Bangladesh to improve 
working conditions and grow its economy while calling for the benefits of development to be 
shared fairly. 
 
16th Asia and the Pacific Regional Meeting 
ILO’s Asia-Pacific labour conference calls for more efforts to achieve equitable economic growth 
with decent work   
13 December 2016  
   The meeting discussed issues affecting employment and the world of work in the Asia, Pacific 
and Arab States. 
 
News 
Development partners signal intent to continue ready-made garment sector support in 
Bangladesh   
12 December 2016  
   Representatives of the governments of Bangladesh, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom 
as well as the ILO signed a Memorandum of Intent to continue efforts to improve conditions in 
the Bangladesh ready-made garment industry. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
13/12/16 
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ICAO launches unmanned aircraft systems toolkit 
   Montréal– Aimed at assisting consumers and remote pilots regardless of their skills and 
experience, the UN agency for civil aviation (ICAO) launched its new Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems (UAS) Toolkit on the occasion of International Civil Aviation Day. 
   “The resources this new toolkit makes available are designed to help UAS operators of all 
ages operate their aircraft safely and responsibly,” commented ICAO Council President Dr. 
Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu. “The importance of recognizing that these devices are aircraft, and of 
integrating their use safely with existing manned operations, should not be underestimated.”… 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
Publish Date: 16 December 2016  
China launched next-generation geostationary meteorological satellite FY-4-01  
   December 11，China successfully launched Fengyun-4-01 (FY-4-01), the first of Chinese 

second-generation geostationary meteorological satellite at Xichang Satellite Launch Center, 
southwest China's Sichuan Province. FY-4-01 is the first of Fengyun 4 geostationary 
meteorological satellite family of CMA，which is an important milestone for the development of 

weather satellites in China. 
 
Publish Date: 16 December 2016  
JMA's Himawari-9 satellite enters geostationary orbit  
   The Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) launched its new Himawari-9 geostationary 
meteorological satellite on 2 November 2016 from the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency’s 
Tanegashima Space Center using H-IIA launch vehicle No. 31 (H-IIA F31). 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Wednesday, 14 December 2016 
New publication examines UNIDO's history of investment promotion over last 50 years 
   VIENNA, 14 December 2016 – A new publication released by the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) highlights the organization’s investment promotion 
activities over the last 50 years,  
 
Monday, 12 December 2016 
Global value chains and international cooperation on industrial capacity focus of experts 
meeting in Beijing  
  BEIJING, 12 December 2016 – Researchers from the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) and the University of International Business and Economics of China 
(UIBE) met today in Beijing to discuss the implications of global value chains on inclusive and 
sustainable industrial development, a key component of Sustainable Development Goal 9… 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm 
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16 December 2016  
How to measure the effectiveness of information security  
   You simply can't be too careful when it comes to information security. Protecting personal 
records and commercially sensitive information is critical. But how can you tell that your 
ISO/IEC 27001 information security management system (ISMS) is making a difference? A new 
ISO/IEC International Standard can help you out.  
 
14 December 2016  
Facilitating international trade of wood with ISO standards  
   Where would we be without wood? In 2015 alone, we humans consumed a whopping 310 
million cubic metres of softwood lumber and 130 million cubic metres of hardwood lumber, 
totalling US$129 billion. And the hunger for wood is increasing, with wooden buildings as high 
as 18 storeys starting to pop up. With the diversity of types of wood and the fact that not every 
country produces every type of wood, the global trade of timber is a huge and necessary 
business. But not all wood - nor import policy - is alike, making cross-border trade somewhat of 
a challenge. A range of ISO standards aim to help.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
14 December 2016 
UNWTO and the European Travel Commission address Crisis Communications in the tourism 
sector 
   The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and the European Travel Commission (ETC) have 
co-organized a working session with European countries to discuss crisis communications in 
tourism. The event was held at UNWTO headquarters in Madrid. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
2016-12-15 
Biodiversity Convention and WWF champion biodiversity awareness, Sign MOU in support of 
Aichi Biodiversity Target 1 
   14 December 2016 -The Secretariat of the Convention on Biodiversity (SCBD) and WWF 
International have signed an MoU to collaborate in implementing CBD’s Global Communications 
Strategy together with CBD Parties, partners and the broader conservation community to 
achieve Aichi Biodiversity Target 1 (ABT1) by 2020. 
 
2016-12-129 
Cancun Communiqué on the Role of Legislators in Mainstreaming Biodiversity for Well-Being 
   We, legislators gathered together on the occasion of the CBD COP13 Legislators Forum at the 
United Nations Biodiversity Conference, Cancun, Mexico, 2016, on 7 December 2016, have 
discussed practical strategies and success stories in promoting the conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity, the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and 
Aichi Targets through focused legislative leadership… 
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:::::: 
 
USAID [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
December 12, 2016 
United States Announces $92 Million in Additional Humanitarian Assistance for Nigeria  
   The United States announced today nearly $92 million in additional humanitarian assistance 
to people affected by the ongoing conflict and severe food insecurity in Nigeria and throughout 
the Lake Chad Basin region. 
 
 
DFID  [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Relealses 
Britain sends lifesaving aid to the people of Aleppo 
16 December 2016  DFID  Press release 
   Clean water, food, medical care and blankets will help millions of Syrians, including those who 
have fled Aleppo. 
 
UK steps up investments in global fight to end malaria 
13 December 2016  DFID  Press release 
  The UK is investing in the development of new drugs to protect the world’s poorest from 
malaria and help bring an end to the disease, the International Development Secretary Priti 
Patel announced today (13 December). 
   Speaking to health professionals, industry experts, NGOs and parliamentarians at the launch 
of the World Malaria Report 2016, Priti Patel set out how the UK will continue to take a leading 
role in the global fight against malaria. 
   Ms Patel announced new support from the Department for International Development (DFID) 
for advancing antimalarial drugs that can combat resistant strains of the disease, including for 
the treatment of malaria during pregnancy, as well as new insecticides to strengthen the life-
saving protection that bednets and house-sprays can bring… 
 
 
ECHO  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
16/12/2016 
EU increases humanitarian aid to Iraq by €25 million as more planes arrive to help Mosul 
   Today the European Commission is stepping up its response for the humanitarian crisis in 
Iraq by a further €25 million, bringing total EU humanitarian aid to €159 million in 2016. The 
new funding comes in addition to aid deliveries this week by EU...  
 
Commissioner Stylianides appalled by the increasing number of reported atrocities in Eastern 
Aleppo 
14/12/2016 
   Amid reports of breaches of International Humanitarian Law in Eastern Aleppo, Commissioner 
for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides reiterates that the protection 
of civilians is paramount.I am appalled by the increasing...  
 
Mosul emergency: First plane delivering EU aid touches down in Iraq 
12/12/2016 
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   A cargo plane carrying close to 40 tonnes (more than 290 cubic metres) of emergency 
supplies will land in Erbil, Iraq, in the first of several operations organised jointly by the 
European Commission and Member States… 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
December 12, 2016   |   Press Releases  
High Level Dialogue on Displacement and Launch of the Africa Report on Internal Displacement  
   Addis Ababa, 12 December 2016: The Africa Report on Internal Displacement was launched 
in Addis Ababa on Friday December 9 at the High Level Dialogue on Displacement. The report 
finds that in 2015 alone, 3.5 million people were newly displaced by conflict, violence and rapid-
onset disasters in Africa. This is an average of more than 9,500 people per day uprooted from 
their homes. At the end of 2015, a total of 12.4 million people were living in on-going 
displacement in 21 African countries as a result of conflict and violence. Each of these numbers 
represent a personal tragedy and present a challenge for local, national and international 
responders. 
   Preliminary figures for the first half of 2016 suggest that this year will be no better. In future, 
climate change will only exacerbate this trend, with recurrent floods, drought, rising 
temperatures and environmental degradation amplifying people’s exposure and vulnerability… 
   The Report looks into matters relating to internal displacement in Africa and then further 
explores the often missing linkages between conflict natural hazards and development projects 
as both drivers and consequences of displacement… 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN to enhance biodiversity conservation and livelihoods of people in its Heritage Parks 
   CANCUN, 13 December 2016 - The ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) launched a 
documentary video on the Small Grants Programme (SGP) that aims to improve biodiversity 
conservation and the livelihoods of people in the ASEAN Heritage Parks (AHPs). The video was 
launched on the sidelines of the 13th meeting of the Conference of the Parties [...] 
 
 
European Commission [to 17 December 2016] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
EU steps up humanitarian aid to Iraq by €25 million as more planes arrive to help Mosul  
16/12/2016  -  Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management announces 
additional funding to help civilians in Iraq  
 
European Union approves projects worth €37 million to tackle migration challenges in North 
Africa  
16/12/2016  -  Today, the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa adopted a €37 million package 
to increase protection of migrants and to strengthen effective migration management in North 
Africa  

http://www.au.int/en/
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-4425_en.htm


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
The European Union invests €170 million to tackle instability and irregular migration in the Horn 
of Africa  
15/12/2016  -  The European Union invests €170 million to tackle instability and irregular 
migration in the Horn of Africa  
 
EU and IOM launch initiative for migrant protection and reintegration in Africa along the Central 
Mediterranean migration routes  
15/12/2016  -  EU and IOM launch initiative for migrant protection and reintegration in Africa 
along the Central Mediterranean migration routes  
 
EUTF for Africa and IOM initiative for Protection and Reintegration of returnees along the 
Central Mediterranean migration routes  
15/12/2016  -  EUTF for Africa and IOM initiative for Protection and Reintegration of returnees 
along the Central Mediterranean migration routes  
 
€170 million to tackle the root causes of instability, irregular migration and forced displacement 
in the Horn of Africa  
15/12/2016  -  €170 million to tackle the root causes of instability, irregular migration and 
forced displacement in the Horn of Africa  
 
European Union adopts new EUR381 million package to tackle root causes of instability and 
irregular migration in the Sahel region and Lake Chad Basin  
14/12/2016  -  The measures were adopted under the Emergency Trust Fund for Africa, set up 
to address the root causes of instability, irregular migration and forced displacement in Africa.  
 
European Union's peace building support of almost €600 Million for Colombia    
12/12/2016  -  The European Union has supported peace negotiations between the Government 
of Colombia and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) since the very beginning 
in 2012.  
 

 
OECD  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
16-December-2016  
US push to make its development aid more effective is paying off  
   The United States has maintained foreign aid volumes through the aftermath of the global 
economic crisis and has visibly improved the focus and effectiveness of its development 
assistance. These trends should be maintained and reforms to the U.S. Agency for International 
Development should be consolidated, according to a new OECD Review.  
 
12-December-2016 
Better international co-ordination could lead to more worldwide benefits from migration  
   Perspectives on Global Development 2017: International Migration in a Shifting World shows 
that while the share of global migrants originating from developing countries has remained 
fairly stable at around 80% over the last 20 years, the share of developing country migrants 
heading to high-income countries has jumped from 36% to 51% of the world total.  
 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-4424_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-4424_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-4404_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-4404_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-4422_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-4422_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-4342_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-4342_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-4391_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-4391_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-4294_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/us-push-to-make-its-development-aid-more-effective-is-paying-off.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/better-international-co-ordination-could-lead-to-more-worldwide-benefits-from-migration.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-4342_fr.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-4342_de.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-4391_fr.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-4391_de.htm
javascript:void(0)
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Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
December 15, 2016 
OAS Permanent Council Adopts Declaration to Cooperate on the Challenges and Opportunities 
of Migration 
   …The Declaration "Inter-American Cooperation to Address the Challenges and Opportunities 
of Migration" also condemns "acts and manifestations of racism, discrimination, xenophobia, 
and related forms of intolerance against migrants;" and expresses its commitment "to combat 
migrant smuggling and trafficking in migrants." 
    Likewise, the document affirms the commitment of countries to “continue taking joint steps 
to reduce and eliminate the causes and factors that give rise to irregular migration” and states 
the importance “of continuing to strengthen dialogue, cooperation, and coordination on 
migration issues in the inter-American system.” 
  Carlos Alberto Calles, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, the country that proposed the 
declaration, said that the text represents "a way to convey a positive message about our vision 
of migration, the concern and attention of the common challenges we face and the importance 
of coordinating efforts and optimizing resources among the organs, agencies and entities of the 
OAS that deal with issues of migration." 
   The declaration, adopted by acclamation, was co-sponsored by the delegations of Belize, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras and Mexico. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
[Selected Press Releases, Announcements] 
15/12/2016 
OIC holds an emergency meeting of the Executive Committee at the level of foreign ministers to 
discuss the developments of the tragic situation in Aleppo at the request of Kuwait on 22 
December 2016 
   At the request of  Kuwait the  Executive Committee will hold an emergency meeting at the 
level of foreign ministers on Thursday, December 22sd , 2016, to discuss the situation in Syria 
in the  light the developments of the tragic situation in the city… 
 
OIC Hosts High Level Meeting to Tackle the Humanitarian Situation in Yemen 
15/12/2016 
   The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) will host a meeting to address the 
Humanitarian Situation in Yemen on Sunday 18 December 2016 at OIC Headquarters in Jeddah, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Pornsiri Supanya, Second Secretary, 
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Thailand to the United Nations, on agenda items 146, 147 
and 148 in particular on the final performance report on the budget of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, and first performanace reports of the International Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia and the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals for the 
biennium 2016-2017, during the main part of the seventy-first session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, Fifth Committee (New York, 13 December 2016) 
 
:::::: 

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-20840
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/photonews.asp?sCodigo=FNE-20840
http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=CP/DEC.&classNum=68&lang=e
http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=CP/DEC.&classNum=68&lang=e
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=11955&t_ref=4692&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=11955&t_ref=4692&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=11955&t_ref=4692&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=11951&t_ref=4691&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161213g
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161213g
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161213g
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161213g
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161213g
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161213g
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161213g
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UNCTAD  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
Selected Press Releases 
15 Dec 2016 –  
eTrade for all initiative gathers pace, sets platform launch for April 
 
15 Dec 2016 –  
UNCTAD launches its 2016 Handbook of Statistics 
 
13 Dec 2016 –  
Poverty Trap Leaves Least Developed Countries Ever Further Behind 
Geneva, Switzerland, Global poverty is increasingly concentrated among a group of 48 
countries, which are falling further behind the rest of the world in terms of economic 
development, according to a United Nations report released on Tuesday by UNCTAD.  
 
The Least Developed Countries Report 2016: The Path to Graduation and Beyond – Making the 
Most of the Process states that a global goal to halve the size of this group will be missed 
unless the international community takes more action. 
 
"These are the countries where the global battle for poverty eradication will be won or lost," 
said UNCTAD Secretary-General Mukhisa Kituyi, launching the Report. "A year ago, the global 
community pledged to 'leave no one behind', but that is exactly what is happening to the least 
developed countries [LDCs]." 
 
The proportion of the global poor in the 48 LDCs has more than doubled since 1990, to well 
over 40 per cent. Their share of those without access to water has also doubled to 43.5 per 
cent in the same period. And these countries now account for the majority (53.4 per cent) of 
the 1.1 billion people worldwide who do not have access to electricity, an increase of two thirds.  
 
In six LDCs, the rate of extreme poverty is between 70 per cent and 80 per cent, and in 10 
more the rate is between 50 per cent and 70 per cent. There are only four other countries in 
the world where the rate is above 30 per cent, and nowhere else is it above 50 per cent.  
 
This leaves many LDCs stuck in a poverty trap, a vicious circle in which poverty leads to poor 
nutrition and health, and lack of education, undermining productivity and investment. This in 
turn blocks the sustainable development needed to reduce poverty.  
 
13 Dec 2016 –  
What are "Least Developed Countries"? 
Geneva, Switzerland, (13 December 2016)  
Forty-eight countries are currently designated by the United Nations as "least developed 
countries" (LDCs), entitling them to aid, preferential market access and special technical 
assistance, among other concessions. LDCs are distributed among the following regions: 
 
Africa (34): Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, 
the Niger, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Sudan, the 
Sudan, Togo, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, and Zambia. 
 

http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=389
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=390
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=382
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ldc2016_en.pdf
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ldc2016_en.pdf
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=385
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Asia (9): Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Timor-Leste, and Yemen. 
 
Caribbean (1): Haiti. 
 
Pacific (4): Kiribati, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. 
 
The list of LDCs is reviewed every three years by the Economic and Social Council of the United 
Nations (ECOSOC), based on recommendations by the Committee for Development Policy 
(CDP). In March 2015, the CDP recommended the graduation of Angola, by virtue of the 
"income-only" graduation rule (see below). Equatorial Guinea and Vanuatu are scheduled to be 
taken off of the list in June 2017 and December 2020 respectively.  
   The Least Developed Countries Report 2016 projects that following these three countries, 13 
other LDCs will graduate between 2021 and 2024: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Djibouti, 
Kiribati, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Nepal, Sao Tome and Principe, Solomon 
Islands, Timor-Leste, Tuvalu, and Yemen. 
 
12 Dec 2016 –  
UNCTAD welcomes Finland's $770,000 donation for trade and development 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
WTO NEWS  
16 December 2016 
Canada ratifies the Trade Facilitation Agreement 
   Canada has ratified the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), making it the 103rd WTO 
member to do so. Only seven more ratifications from members are needed to bring the TFA into 
force. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
15 December 2016 
GPEDC calls for more parliamentary oversight in national and international commitments 
   Public-private partnerships (PPPs) and other national and international commitments should 
be submitted to parliaments for review. This was one of the actions called for by 
parliamentarians attending the Parliamentary Forum at the Second High-Level Meeting of the 
Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC).  
   The statement of the Parliamentary Forum stressed that the negotiation of these 
commitments should be carried out with transparency and that, before entering into a PPP, all 
financing options should be considered. The statement also called for parliaments to have more 
oversight of public spending of foreign and domestic resources, and to ensure that aid 
allocation reached the poor and vulnerable rather than being tied to the economic and strategic 
interests of donor countries.  
   The second meeting of the GPEDC, which took place in Nairobi from 28 November to 1 
December 2016, concluded with a declaration that reiterated the importance of parliamentary 
oversight of national and international commitments. It called for development partners to 

http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ldc2016_en.pdf
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=388
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news16_e/fac_15dec16_e.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201612151
http://www.ipu.org/splz-e/nairobi16.htm
http://www.ipu.org/splz-e/nairobi16.htm
http://www.ipu.org/splz-e/nairobi16/statement.pdf
http://www.ipu.org/splz-e/nairobi16/outcome.pdf


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

submit aid and development policies to parliaments for review; present regular progress reports 
on the policies’ implementation; and share information with parliaments so they could 
participate in developing and reviewing policies and modalities for development cooperation… 
 
World’s MPs gather in Marrakech for Climate Change Conference 
12 December 2016 
   The Parliamentary Meeting at COP 22 held in Marrakech, organized by IPU and the Parliament 
of Morocco on 13 November, brought together 300 delegates from more than 60 countries 
spanning five continents.  The parliamentarians received first-hand information on the main 
issues and orientations of COP22/CMP12, gained better knowledge of the recommendations 
included in the IPU's Parliamentary Action Plan on Climate Change and discussed ways of 
ensuring speedy operationalization of the Paris Agreement…  
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 17 December 2016] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
13 December 2016 
Statement of ICC Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, before the United Nations Security Council on 
the Situation in Darfur, pursuant to UNSCR 1593 (2005) 
 
13 December 2016 
ICC officials participate in high-level Consultative Assembly of Parliamentarians on ICC in 
Senegal 
   … The event brought together more than 100 members of parliament from 50 countries 
around the world and provided a valuable opportunity for the ICC to engage in dialogue with 
partners and brief the participants on the Court's activities… 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Global Community Makes Record $75 Billion Commitment to End Extreme Poverty  
   Targets fragility, refugees, climate change and other pressing challenges Y 
Date: December 15, 2016 Type: Press Release Language: English  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Global Economy Sees Sharp Contraction in Short-term Debt Flows, Foreign Direct Investment 
Remains Steady: World Bank  
   New data on International Financial Flows through 2015 now available  
Date: December 14, 2016 Type: Press Release  
 
 
IMF  [to 17 December 2016] 

http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201612122
http://www.ipu.org/splz-e/cop22.htm
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=161213-otp-stat-unsc-darfur
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=161213-otp-stat-unsc-darfur
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1266
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1266
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/12/15/global-community-commitment-end-poverty-ida18
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/12/14/global-economy-sees-sharp-contraction-in-short-term-debt-flows-foreign-direct-investment-remains-steady-world-bank
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/12/14/global-economy-sees-sharp-contraction-in-short-term-debt-flows-foreign-direct-investment-remains-steady-world-bank
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http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
December 15, 2016 
IMF Paper Lays Out Framework to Assess Fiscal Space 
   A paper by the International Monetary Fund published today lays out a framework for Fund 
staff to assess fiscal space.  
   The paper, which was discussed by the IMF’s Executive Board earlier this year, puts forward a 
set of tools to assess available fiscal space in a way that is broadly comparable across countries 
and provides IMF staff, and policymakers, with a consistent approach to assessing available 
space as an input to inform decisions about fiscal policy.  
   The framework leverages the many tools for fiscal sustainability that have been developed by 
staff over the years, organizing them into a systematic and consistent set of considerations. 
While the Fund regularly assesses countries’ fiscal space to inform its policy recommendations, 
this new tool would take the analysis one step further, by allowing Fund staff to qualitatively 
assess the degree of fiscal space in a consistent manner across all member countries.  
   The concept of fiscal space can be defined as the ability of a government to raise spending or 
lower taxes without endangering market access and debt sustainability. As demonstrated in the 
framework, making such a determination requires a comprehensive and multi-dimensional 
approach. The use of fiscal space as a means to bolster demand and support long-term growth 
has been at the center of the Fund’s global policy advice in the context of the “new mediocre” 
that continues to weigh on the global economic recovery… 
 
IMF Executive Board Discusses Small States' Resilience to Natural Disasters and Climate Change 
and the Role of the Fund 
   On December 1, 2016, the Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
discussed a staff paper on “ Small States’ Resilience to Natural Disasters and Climate Change—
Role for the Fund”, which explores how the Fund’s macroeconomic policy advice, capacity 
building support, and lending facilities and instruments can help meet the evolving needs of 
small states facing risks from natural disasters and climate change.  
   The staff paper provides a range of data and analyses highlighting the particular vulnerability 
of small states to both natural disasters and climate change. It outlines the key elements of a 
risk management framework which, if adopted ahead of disasters, can reduce their economic 
and human cost. It further describes the role of macroeconomic policies within this framework. 
On financing, the paper highlights the importance of developing contingent financing plans 
ahead of the impact of a disaster and the need for access to climate change financing for risk 
mitigation programs… 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
16/12/2016  
Partners join forces to improve wastewater management and sanitation in Africa 
A new project has been launched to improve wastewater management and sanitation provision 
in Africa.  
   The project, led by the African Development Bank, UN Environment and GRID-Arendal, will 
improve knowledge on wastewater management and sanitation provision. By assessing 
management of wastewater, including its impact on human health and the environment, the 
three-year project will focus on wastewater, sanitation services and safe drinking water. 

http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2016/12/15/pr16560-imf-paper-lays-out-framework-to-assess-fiscal-space
http://www.imf.org/external/pp/longres.aspx?id=5080
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2016/12/12/pr16550-imf-discusses-small-states-resilience-to-natural-disasters-and-climate-change-and-imf-role
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2016/12/12/pr16550-imf-discusses-small-states-resilience-to-natural-disasters-and-climate-change-and-imf-role
http://www.imf.org/external/pp/longres.aspx?id=5079
http://www.imf.org/external/pp/longres.aspx?id=5079
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/partners-join-forces-to-improve-wastewater-management-and-sanitation-in-africa-16584/
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The African Development Bank Group approves Africa Renewable Energy Initiative (AREI) 
   16/12/2016 - The Boards of Directors of the African Development Bank (AfDB) have endorsed 
the proposal by the Bank’s Management to serve as Trustee to administer and manage the 
resources of Africa Renewable Energy Initiative (AREI), and also to host the AREI Independent 
Delivery Unit as requested by African Heads of State and Government. 
 
USAID and ADEA organize a joint sub-regional meeting in Dakar to promote the launch of the 
Global Book Alliance 
   15/12/2016 - The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and its 
partners have launched an initiative named “the Global Book Alliance (GBA),” aimed at 
transforming and advancing current book design, acquisition, distribution and use especially in 
Africa and Asia, to ensure that students have the books they need in their mother tongue – in 
order to learn how to read and read to learn. 
 
AfDB’s Board of Directors approves the institution’s borrowing program for 2017 
   14/12/2016 - The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank has approved the 
institution’s borrowing program for 2017, for an amount of UA 6.9 billion (equivalent to USD 9.4 
billion) to be raised from capital markets. One of the main objectives of the program is to raise 
resources from capital markets, in a cost effective manner, to finance development projects and 
programs in Africa. The Bank’s funding requirements have been increasing in line with its 
operations and footprint on the continent. Three years ago, its annual borrowing program was 
USD 4.4 billion. 
 
AfDB approves USD 50 million equity investment and USD 50 million convertible loan to seed 
the establishment of the multi-investor USD 500 million Facility for Energy Inclusion (FEI) 
   14/12/2016 - The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank (AfDB) has approved a 
financing package of USD 100 million, comprising USD 50 million equity and USD 50 million 
convertible senior loan, to seed the Facility for Energy Inclusion (FEI), a pan-African renewable 
energy debt fund. The investment, which is expected to catalyze energy access for an 
estimated 3 million people, is rooted on the Bank’s New Deal on Energy for Africa and 
increasing global recognition on the importance of energy access in Africa. 
 
Fourteenth Replenishment of the African Development Fund 
   12/12/2016 - A global coalition of donors pledged to support the structural transformation of 
African economies and the African Development Bank's High Five priorities by agreeing on US 
$7.06 billion over the next three years to support development projects and programs in the 38 
lower income African countries supported by the African Development Fund (ADF). 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
13 December 2016 
ADB Maintains Stable Outlook for Asia Despite Global Uncertainties 
   Economic growth in developing Asia remains broadly stable, but a slight slowdown in India 
has trimmed the region’s growth outlook for 2016, says a new ADB report. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 17 December 2016] 

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/the-african-development-bank-group-approves-africa-renewable-energy-initiative-arei-16583/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/usaid-and-adea-organize-a-joint-sub-regional-meeting-in-dakar-to-promote-the-launch-of-the-global-book-alliance-16577/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/usaid-and-adea-organize-a-joint-sub-regional-meeting-in-dakar-to-promote-the-launch-of-the-global-book-alliance-16577/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdbs-board-of-directors-approves-the-institutions-borrowing-program-for-2017-16566/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-approves-usd-50-million-equity-investment-and-usd-50-million-convertible-loan-to-seed-the-establishment-of-the-multi-investor-usd-500-million-facility-for-energy-inclusion-fei-16561/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-approves-usd-50-million-equity-investment-and-usd-50-million-convertible-loan-to-seed-the-establishment-of-the-multi-investor-usd-500-million-facility-for-energy-inclusion-fei-16561/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/fourteenth-replenishment-of-the-african-development-fund-16552/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-maintains-stable-outlook-asia-despite-global-uncertainties
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http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/ 

[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of   
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2016 
15 December 2016 
IFAD reaffirms its commitment to help Colombia overcome the effects of 50 years of conflict  
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
15/12/2016 
Ambassadors join Samburu elders in fight against FGM  
   Dutch Ambassador to Kenya Frans Makken and his US counterpart Robert Godec yesterday 
joined Samburu elders in blessing 350 Samburu girls who graduated into womanhood at a 
colourful ceremony in Wamba, Samburu County.  
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Monday, 12 December 2016 00:00  
BRAC stands by fire victims of Sattala slum [Dhaka] 
 
 
CARE International  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
16th Dec 2016     
CARE calls for urgent assistance to evacuatees from Aleppo 
   CARE welcomes the announcement of a new ceasefire in Aleppo this morning. For the sake of 
the civilians, we ask the parties to make sure that this ceasefire lasts for much longer than just 
a few hours. 
 

http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2016
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=36637916&locale=en_US
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/ambassadors-join-samburu-elders-in-fight-against-fgm-/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.brac.net/component/k2/item/1006-brac-stands-by-fire-victims-of-sattala-slum
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-calls-for-urgent-assistance-to-evacuatees-from-aleppo-1
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Clubhouse International  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
15.12.2016 
Saving lives in Aleppo must have the highest priority 
   The acute humanitarian crisis in Aleppo calls for urgent and coordinated efforts, says the 
Danish Refugee Council (DRC). Saving civilian lives must take precedence over political and 
military interests. 
 
15.12.2016 
Appeal to end suffering of South Sudanese refugees 
   On the third anniversary of the outbreak of violence in South Sudan in December 2013, the 
Danish Refugee Council together with the Government of Uganda Office of the Prime Minister, 
six UN agencies and ten other humanitarian organisations in Uganda are appealing to the world 
to bring an end to the suffering of the South Sudanese people. 
 
14.12.2016 
Europe must stand together to save lives  
   The EU leaders must take immediate action as thousands of people are at risk, stuck in sub-
standard and decreasing conditions in Greece, while winter is coming. EU leaders meeting in 
Brussels on Thursday must stand together in solidarity and agree on assisting these vulnerable 
people and showing a way forward in solidarity, the Danish Refugee Council said today in a 
statement, ahead of the European Council meeting of 15 December, 2016, calling on EU leaders 
to save lives, together with thirty other organizations. 
 
12.12.2016 
DRC registers nearly 9,000 Iraqi IDPs at new emergency site south of Mosul 
   As military operations push closer towards and into Mosul, more Iraqis are finding themselves 
displaced by violence. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 17 December 2016]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 17 December 2016]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
   
 

http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
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https://drc.dk/news/appeal-to-end-suffering-of-south-sudanese-refugees
https://drc.dk/news/europe-must-stand-together-to-save-lives
https://drc.dk/news/drc-registers-nearly-9-000-iraqi-idps-at-new-emergency-site-south-of-mosul
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
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Heifer International  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 17 December 2016]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles      
Aleppo: "Don't let civilians live in limbo" 
   Thousands of people including women, children, the sick and injured, remain trapped in 
eastern Aleppo city waiting for the evacuation operation to continue. 
17-12-2016 | News release  
 
Universal meeting of National Committees and similar bodies 
States have the primary responsibility, in all circumstances, to respect and ensure respect for 
international humanitarian law (IHL). 
   The Fourth Universal Meeting of National Committees and Similar Bodies on IHL took place in 
Geneva from 30 November to 2 December 2016. Over 280 participants representing 133 
countries and 16 international organizations, as well as representatives of National Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies and individual experts gathered at the Centre International de 
Conférences Genève (CICG) to discuss important IHL issues under the overarching theme of 
Enhancing Protection in Armed Conflict through Domestic Law and Policy. 
15-12-2016 | Article  
   
Nigeria: Smartphone technology to help tackle child mortality in conflict areas 
   Abuja (ICRC) – Health care workers in Nigeria can now use smartphones and tablets to 
improve the quality of diagnoses and drug prescriptions for children under five thanks to an 
initiative from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the 
15-12-2016 | News release  
 
Philippines: Pilot project improves TB control in Quezon City Jail 
   Manila (ICRC) – Through a four-year pilot project that improved tuberculosis (TB) control 
processes in the Quezon City Jail (QCJ), more TB cases were found and treated among the 
detainees, and mortality rates significantly dropped. Since the start o 
14-12-2016 | News release  
   
Philippines: Armed clashes in Basilan displace nearly 7,000 people  
   Manila (ICRC) – Nearly 7,000 people have been displaced for more than a month following 
armed clashes between government security forces and armed groups in Basilan province, 
southern Philippines. "These families left their homes and sources of live 
13-12-2016 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
17 December 2016 

http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
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https://www.icrc.org/en/document/philippines-armed-clashes-basilan-displace-nearly-7000-people
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

IFRC Secretary General delivers message to children on International Migrant’s Day  
 
16 December 2016 
IFRC mourns death of Red Crescent volunteer in Syria  
 
13 December 2016 
IFRC President Konoé highlights continued humanitarian needs of flood survivors 
following DPRK visit  
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases 
New survey reveals extent of hardship and abuse experienced by Syrian children 
working on streets of Lebanon 
December 16, 2016  
 
Press Release  
Escaping Aleppo doesn’t mean escaping the war – fears for civilians who flee to 
Idleb 
December 14, 2016  
 
Press Release  
The IRC calls on President-elect Trump and President Obama to issue a joint 
statement on atrocities in Syria 
December 13, 2016  
 
Press Release  
Eastern Aleppo has become a bloody graveyard 
December 13, 2016  
 
Remarks  
Protection and refuge: American leadership is needed more than ever 
December 12, 2016  
 
 
IRCT  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News   11 Dec 2016  
IRCT adopts Mexico Consensus at end of 5th General Assembly and 10th Scientific 
Symposium: Firm call for states to fulfil victims' right to rehabilitation  
   The International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRCT) an organisation consisting 
of 152 centres providing annual rehabilitation services to an estimated 100.000 victims of 
torture in 74 countries, has concluded its fifth General Assembly on 9 December 2016 with a 
Resolution, titled Mexico Consensus. In this consensus all members of the organisation demand 
that all countries comply with their obligations to prevent and prosecute torture, provide 
reparations to the victims, and increase the funding available to fulfil victims’ right to 
rehabilitation… 
The full text of the Mexico Consensus is here; and above in Week in Review] 
 
 

http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/ifrc-secretary-general-delivers-message-to-children-on-international-migrants-day/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/middle-east-and-north-africa/syria/ifrc-mourns-death-of-red-crescent-volunteer-in-syria/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/asia-pacific/korea-democratic-peoples-republic-of/ifrc-president-konoe-highlights-continued-humanitarian-needs-of-flood-survivors-following-dprk-visit-/
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http://www.irct.org/
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/897
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Islamic Relief   [to 17 December 2016]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
Undated  
Aleppo emergency aid plan for fleeing families 
Islamic Relief’s Syria team is poised to support thousands of people fleeing the city. 
   Our team in Syria is preparing a distribution plan to ensure that emergency aid items stocked 
in our warehouses outside Aleppo are delivered where people need them most. 
 

 
Landsea   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 17 December 2016]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Syria: All Sides Must Spare Civilians Trapped in Aleppo  
   BARCELONA/NEW YORK, DECEMBER 13, 2016 — At this critical juncture in the conflict in the 
Syrian city of Aleppo, the international medical humanitarian organization Doctors Without 
Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) today expressed outrage over the unremitting violence 
directed against civilians and the unresponsiveness of those who can stop it. 
   MSF called on all warring parties to abide by their obligation to protect civilians in both the 
besieged areas and in areas newly taken over by the Syrian government. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Syria, December 15, 2016 
Mercy Corps: We Are Ready to Receive Aleppo Evacuees  
Statement Aleppo Evacuation.15Dec2016.pdf 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
16 December 2016 
Less than 3% of five million Syrian refugees resettled in rich countries 
    A new report published by Oxfam shows that a lack of political will and a rise in xenophobia 
have driven a backlash against refugees in many countries, while the arrival of Syrian refugees 
has been delayed in some countries because of lengthy processes, security screenings, and an 
increasingly hostile political climate. 
 
EU leaders need to take immediate action to save lives in Greece this winter 
14 December 2016 

http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/
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   Thousands of people are at risk this winter as the EU-Turkey deal keeps migrants, including 
refugees, stuck in dangerous and degrading conditions in Greece, a coalition of more than 20 
humanitarian agencies and human rights organisations warned on Wednesday. EU leaders 
meeting in Brussels on Thursday to discuss migration need to take urgent action to improve the 
situation on the ground and save lives. 
 
World’s worst corporate tax havens exposed - Oxfam report reveals dangerous race 
to the bottom on corporate tax 
12 December 2016 
   Bermuda, the Netherlands, Ireland and Luxembourg are among the world’s 15 worst 
corporate tax havens, according to new Oxfam research published today.  The report ‘ 
 
Four EU countries among world’s worst corporate tax havens, new report reveals 
12 December 2016 
   The Netherlands, Ireland, Luxembourg and Cyprus are among the world’s 15 worst corporate 
tax havens, according to new Oxfam research published today. The report ‘Tax Battles’ reveals 
a global race to the bottom on corporate tax that is starving countries out of billions of dollars 
needed to tackle poverty and inequality. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 14 Dec 2016  
EU leaders must start saving lives 
EU leaders can save lives this winter if they change migration policies.  
   This week, European leaders meet in Brussels to discuss, amongst other things, progress on 
the EU-Turkey deal, the reform of the European asylum system, solidarity and responsibility 
sharing, and cooperation with countries of origin and transit. As humanitarian and human rights 
organisations working in Europe, we are gravely concerned that European policies are trying 
more and more to push people out of Europe, making it even harder to seek asylum, and 
leaving it to Member States of first entry, like Greece, to shoulder all the responsibility.    
Disregarding the realities on the ground and the human rights violations that the EU-Turkey 
Statement has led to, the European Commission proposes measures that will further exacerbate 
the situation… 
 
 
Pact  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.pactworld.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Dec 16, 2016  
New Global Health University Takes Shape 
Leaders mark the next phase of PIH's global health university in Rwanda.  
 
Dec 14, 2016  
Dr. Louise Ivers on U.N.‘s Apology for Role in Cholera Epidemic 
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   Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon apologized for the U.N.'s inadequate response to the cholera 
epidemic in Haiti. Dr. Louise Ivers discusses its implications and our continued efforts to fight 
cholera.  
 
 
PATH  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Announcement | December 14, 2016 
PATH president and CEO gives keynote address at State Department event on global 
health security 
Steve Davis calls for all sectors to prioritize efforts to better identify and stop outbreaks. 
Full remarks from Steve Davis' keynote address 
 
Announcement | December 14, 2016 
PATH announces new leader for South Africa program 
   PATH has named Dr. Craig Friderichs its new country director for South Africa. Dr. Friderichs 
is based at PATH’s Johannesburg office. 
   “Dr. Friderichs has a terrific background that spans health, technology, and business,” said 
Kathy Cahill, PATH’s vice president for International Development. “This includes extensive 
experience using mobile technologies to meet critical health needs in South Africa and around 
the world. I’m thrilled to welcome Dr. Friderichs to PATH.” 
   In his new role, Dr. Friderichs is accountable for the quality and effectiveness of PATH’s South 
Africa program, overseeing project planning, budget monitoring, donor reporting, and human 
resource management. He serves as PATH’s primary point of contact for partners and other 
stakeholders in South Africa… 
 
 
Plan International  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
Selected Press Releases 
December 15, 2016 
Save the Children: Injured and Orphaned Children Must be Evacuated from East 
Aleppo Today  
 
EU Leaders Need to Take Immediate Action to Save Lives in Greece this Winter  
December 14, 2016 
 
Thousands of Children Face Early Marriage and Child Labor as Education Crisis Takes 
Hold Among Afghan Children Repatriated From Pakistan  
December 14, 2016 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
12.12.2016  
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Mobile learning helps young Cambodians improve their skills 
    In Cambodia, a mobile phone-based learning project gives young people the opportunity to 
build skills that help increase their employment prospects.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
December 15, 2016 
"Every bright day starts with a rising sun" 
   …On December 6, 2016, 27 communities from rural Guinea-Bissau joined a movement to 
ensure a future where all children, women, and men live in an environment where human rights 
principles are universally adhered to. These 27 communities from the Gabú region publicly 
declared respect for human rights, placing an emphasis on the abandonment of female genital 
cutting (FGC), child/forced marriage, and all forms of violence against women and children. 
Over 230 people from rural communities participated in this historic event to expand the space 
in which every woman, man and child is free from all forms of violence and discrimination. The 
declaration included speeches from representatives of the communities, and both adult and 
adolescent participants of Tostan’s Community Empowerment Program (CEP)… 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 17 December 2016]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Freedom House [to 17 December 2016] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Testimonies 
Human Rights: Taking Stock and Looking Forward 
December 16, 2016 
  Respect for political and civil rights has declined for 10 straight years, as Freedom House has 
documented. This decline has occurred most sharply in the areas of free expression, rule of law, 
and freedom of association. 
 
Press Releases 
New Report: Mozambique: Violence, Refugees, and the Luwani Camp  
December 15, 2016 
   Security forces of the Mozambican government are committing gross human rights abuses 
against civilians in central Mozambique, leading people to cross the border into Malawi as 
refugees, a report issued today by Freedom House finds. 
Press Releases 
Aleppo: Urgent Need to Respect Civilian Lives 
December 13, 2016 
   Freedom House issued the following statement in response to civilian casualties and suffering 
in the besieged Syrian city of Aleppo. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
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Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
16 December 2016 
Transparency International condemns attack on Honduras chapter Board Member 
which killed a bodyguard 
   Transparency International strongly condemns the killing of Geovany Rolando Calderón 
during an assassination attempt on Jorge Machado, a Board Member of Asociación para una 
Sociedad más Justa, Transparency International’s national chapter in Honduras, and a member 
of the Special Commission for the Restructuring and Purging of the National Police… 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
December 15, 2016    
EU leaders can save lives this winter if they change migration policies  
by Diana Quick    
   Over 30 Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), including Terre des Hommes, have 
released a joint statement ahead of the European Council of 15 December: it calls the European 
leaders to make a concrete change and to ensure the respect of human rights of migrants. 
 
December 13, 2016    
ChildFund Alliance calls for safe and immediate evacuation of all children from 
Aleppo  
Statement by ChildFund Alliance    
 
 
CONCORD  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Dec 12, 2016  
No more EU deals to keep migrants out 
by Filip Nguyen  
   CONCORD in the news: The EU’s new partnership with Third World countries, modelled on 
the controversial Turkey deal, and trust funds to limit migration and return refugees to their 
home countries, have little safeguards for human rights, argue Jessica Poh-Janrell and Andrea 
Stocchiero of CONCORD. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
DEC appeal raises £8 million for Yemen  
16/12/2016  
 
Mosques and churches join DEC Yemen Crisis Appeal  
16/12/2016  
 
Aid workers warn of humanitarian catastrophe in Yemen unless more emergency 
food reaches millions  
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15/12/2016  
 
 
The Elders  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News Andrew Whitley 15 December 2016  
Another day, another atrocity 
   In a valedictory piece after six years at The Elders, Andrew Whitley laments the loss of 
innocent civilian life in ongoing atrocities from Nigeria to Turkey, Egypt to Syria, and reflects on 
the failure of internationally-binding rules-based systems. 
 
News 13 December 2016  
Kofi Annan discusses UHC with the President of Indonesia, Joko Widodo 
   Chair of The Elders Kofi Annan holds talks with Indonesian President Joko Widowi ahead of 
the Bali Democracy Forum, with discussion focusing on key topics including Universal Health 
Coverage. 
 
Opinion Gro Harlem Brundtland,Margaret Chan 11 December 2016  
Universal Health Coverage: an affordable goal for all 
   Writing in a joint opinion piece to mark Universal Health Coverage Day, Gro Harlem 
Brundtland and WHO Director-General Margaret Chan call UHC "one of the most powerful social 
equalisers." Published in Thomson Reuters and Huffington Post. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 17 December 2016] 
www.evidenceaid.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
15 December 2016   
Global Fund Notifies Countries on 2017-2019 Allocations  
   GENEVA - The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria is notifying eligible 
countries how much funding is available for each country to access during the three-year period 
that begins in January 2017. 
   The Global Fund has adopted a refined allocation methodology to increase the impact of 
programs to prevent, treat and care for people affected by HIV, TB and malaria, and to build 
resilient and sustainable systems for health. 
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   The allocation methodology drives more funding to higher burden, lower income countries to 
maximize impact. It specifically accounts for HIV epidemics among key populations, the threat 
of MDR-TB, and for malaria elimination efforts. It also provides sustainable and paced 
reductions where funding is decreasing. 
   Country programs receiving increases from their 2014-2016 funding levels have allocations 15 
percent higher on average than current and projected levels of spending. More funding is 
directed towards country programs with severe and extreme burdens of HIV, TB and malaria, 
towards sub-Saharan Africa, towards countries with high HIV infection rates in women and girls, 
countries with a high burden of multi-drug-resistant tuberculosis and to the top 15 high burden 
malaria countries. 
   The total amount of funds currently available for the 2017-2019 allocation period is US$11.1 
billion. That includes US$10.3 billion for country allocations and US$800 million for catalytic 
investments. Total available funding could increase over the coming years, as additional 
contributions are made to the Global Fund. 
   To learn more about the 2017-2019 Allocations go to our Allocations page . 
 
12 December 2016  
Partners Launch Equitable Access Initiative Report  
[See Milestones/Perspectives section above for more detail] 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 17 December 2016] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
Selected News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA -International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 17 December 2016] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest Resources 
NGO Perspective on the Response to the Humanitarian Crisis in Myanmar  
December, 2016 
 
 
InterAction  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
Dec 14, 2016  
InterAction Condemns Atrocities in Aleppo and Urges Global Action 
  As a coalition of non-governmental organizations working to aid and ensure the protection of 
civilians affected by the conflict in Syria, InterAction strongly condemns the lack of regard for 
human life and the continued violence against civilians perpetrated by Syrian government 
forces, their allies, and non-State armed groups in eastern Aleppo. 
   InterAction stands in solidarity with Syrian civil society organizations and echoes their outcry 
over the international community’s inaction to bring about an end to the atrocities committed 
against the people of Syria. 
   It is imperative that a sustained cessation of hostilities is agreed upon and respected by all 
parties to the conflict and that real and concrete measures are taken to ensure the protection of 
civilians and provision of humanitarian assistance to those still in need in Aleppo. 
   “First and foremost, in compliance with international humanitarian law, all deliberate attacks 
on civilians and civilian infrastructure must end immediately, and populations must be able to 
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safely access services,” said InterAction Vice President of Humanitarian Policy and Practice 
Patricia McIlreavy.  “For those who choose to flee, we urge the facilitation of safe passage for 
civilians, including the appointment of monitors to ensure that evacuations are voluntary and 
that no civilians are unlawfully targeted or detained.  Finally, preparations must be made to 
respond to the needs of displaced persons and all adequate protections put in place to ensure 
the safety and security of people as they move to Idlib and beyond.” 
   There are still thousands of men, women, and children trapped in Aleppo and InterAction, as 
an alliance of members of international civil society, recommits itself to providing assistance to 
Syrians in need and using its collective voice to continue to call for global action to end the 
conflict in Syria.  
 
 
Locus 
http://locusworld.org/ 
“Locus is a movement focused on engaging those we serve, practitioners, the private sector, 
donors and to drive adoption of locally owned, integrated solutions.” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified.. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
12/12/2016 
HHR Africa 2016: How to boost organisational resilience 
 
   This post provides you with an overview of the main issues discussed at this year's HHR 
Africa, which took place on 22 and 23 November 2016, as well as presentations and resources 
linked to organisational resilience, the main theme of the conference 
 
 

http://locusworld.org/
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
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EHLRA/R2HC   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 17 December 
2016] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications 
An Agenda for Harmful Cultural Practices and Girls' Empowerment  
12/12/16 
Joyce Banda and Priscilla Agyapong  
   Harmful cultural practices and norms—even the seemingly non-violent ones that consign girls 
to bear the brunt of household labor—have consequences for nutrition, health, educational 
achievement, sexual abuse, and child marriage. Accordingly, it is critical to develop a research 
agenda that places girls aged 0 to 10 at the center of policy to address harmful practices. Both 
as an issue of gender-based violence and as an impediment to girls reaching their potential, we 
need greater commitments to country-level data, informed and enforced legislative action, and 
innovative methods to challenging and shifting socially shared definitions of girlhood. 
 
The Use and Utility of US Government Approaches to Country Ownership: New 
Insights from Partner Countries 
12/12/16 
Sarah Rose , Jared Kalow , Bradley C. Parks and Takaaki Masaki  
   Over the last decade, the US government has repeatedly expressed its commitment to 
incorporating “country ownership” into the way it designs and delivers foreign assistance.  This 
paper draws upon perception-based data from government officials and donor staff in 126 
developing countries to explore how development policymakers and practitioners evaluate US 
government efforts that promote (or hinder) country ownership and the extent to which these 
efforts are perceived as useful.  While the US government does pursue some approaches 
considered favorable for country ownership, practices that put countries more firmly in the 
driver’s seat are underutilized compared to their perceived utility. 
 
 
ODI   [to 17 December 2016] 
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https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Press release | 7 December 2016 
Uber-style apps for domestic workers in poor countries risk entrenching low 
incomes, insecurity and discrimination – new report  
Press release | 14 December 2016 
   Researchers at the Overseas Development Institute have undertaken the first study of its kind 
on the effect of such platforms for domestic workers in developing countries 
 
Selected Studies 
10 things to know about refugees and displacement  
Briefing papers | December 2016 | John Cosgrave, Nicholas Crawford and Irina Mosel 
New infographics to address myths and misconceptions about refugees and internally displaced 
people. 
 
Shock-proofing in 2017: proactive reserve management in Nigeria and beyond  
Briefing papers | December 2016 | Phyllis Papadavid 
   In a global environment of rising interest rates, rebuilding reserves will be an important 
means to increase resilience to shocks in 2017, especially for developing economies. 
 
A good gig? The rise of on-demand domestic work  
Working and discussion papers | December 2016 | Abigail Hunt and Fortunate Machingura 
   This report explores the rapidly growing 'on-demand' economy for domestic workers in 
developing countries and what it means for women's economic empowerment. 
 
Earthquake science and hazard in Central Asia: conference summary  
Research reports and studies | December 2016 | Summarised by Hannah Caddick, Louise Ball 
and James Jackson 
   This report is a conference summary, highlighting modern earthquake science in Europe and 
Central Asia, and how this informs disaster risk reduction policy and practice. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
December 13, 2016 
Distinguished Tax Authority Mark J. Mazur to be the New Director of the Urban-
Brookings Tax Policy Center  
   WASHINGTON, DC, December 13, 2016—Mark J. Mazur, who has served the federal 
government as a senior tax expert for a quarter-century, will become the Robert C. Pozen 
director of the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center on February 1, Urban Institute President 
Sarah Rosen Wartell announced today. 
   He will succeed TPC co-founder Len Burman, who will become an Institute fellow at the 
Urban Institute… 

 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 17 December 2016] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 15 Dec 2016  
World Economic Forum Annual Meeting to Focus on Five Challenges for 2017  
   :: The 47th Annual Meeting of the World Economic Forum will focus on five critical leadership 
challenges in 2017: strengthening global collaboration, restoring a sense of shared identity, 
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revitalizing economic growth, reforming capitalism and preparing for the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution 
   :: The Co-Chairs of the Annual Meeting 2017 will be Brian T. Moynihan, Bank of America, 
documentary filmmaker Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy, Helle Thorning-Schmidt, Save the Children 
International, Frans van Houten, Royal Philips and Meg Whitman, Hewlett Packard Enterprise 
   :: Violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter, singer/songwriter and education advocate Shakira, and artist 
and social activist Forest Whitaker will be awarded with the 2017 Crystal Awards in recognition 
of their leadership as artists improving the state of the world at a special session and concert on 
16 January. 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 
 

Aga Khan Foundation   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies, the Japanese Government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
No new digest content identified. 
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Grameen Foundation    [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Awards Nearly $36 Million in Grants in the Fourth 
Quarter of 2016, Approves New Children Affected By HIV and AIDS Strategy 
    (LOS ANGELES) Dec. 15, 2016– The board of directors of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
announced today that it approved 27 grants totaling $35.7 million during the fourth quarter of 
2016, which brings the amount of grants awarded for 2016 to more than $111 million, which 
surpasses the amount of grants awarded in 2015. The Foundation also approved a new 
strategic approach for the Hilton Foundation’s Children Affected by HIV and AIDS program area, 
which will officially commence on January 1, 2017… 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Dec. 14, 2016 
One year later, Detroit’s Entrepreneurs of Color Fund provides $2.75 million to 
nearly 30 minority-owned small businesses 
  Detroit Development Fund, JPMorgan Chase & Co. and the W.K. Kellogg Foundation loan 
program delivers critical capital to small businesses and supports the city’s comeback  
 
Dec. 13, 2016 
Two new policy and communications hires announced 
   Battle Creek, Mich. - The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) announces the selection of Tonya 
Williams as its vice president for policy, communications and knowledge analytics and Dion 
Santana Trahan as its director of advance. Both roles are newly created and will provide pivotal 
support in setting the direction for all of the foundation’s policy, communication and advocacy 
investments worldwide. 
   Both Williams and Trahan joined the foundation on Dec. 12 and report to AJ Jones II, WKKF’s 
chief policy and communications officer… 
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MacArthur Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
From the field 
U.S.-India Clean Energy Finance Initiative Begins 
Published December 16, 2016 
   The U.S.-India Clean Energy Finance Initiative (USICEF) is under way, following a 
commitment between the United States and Indian governments to mobilize finance for Indian 
clean energy projects. USICEF will help promising distributed solar projects develop into viable 
candidates for financing from The Overseas Private Investment Corporation, the U.S. 
government’s development finance institution, and other financiers. It is expected to deploy up 
to $20 million in project preparation support. The Climate Policy Initiative in New Delhi has 
been selected as secretariat of the initiative. MacArthur and other funders, including the William 
and Flora Hewlett Foundation, Good Energies Foundation, and the David and Lucille Packard 
Foundation, are supporting USICEF’s operations… 
 
Press release 
$11.6 Million in New Chicago Investments 
Published December 15, 2016 
   MacArthur today announced $11.6 million in new Chicago investments to help spur economic 
development in low-income neighborhoods, create opportunities for youth and prevent violence, 
promote police reform and accountability, and support arts and culture.  
   Over the past 35 years, the Chicago region has received the largest share of the Foundation’s 
philanthropy: $1.1 billion invested in 1,300 organizations and individuals across the city and 
especially in low-income neighborhoods – more than any other place in the world.  
   “MacArthur is deeply committed to Chicago,” said Foundation President Julia Stasch. “These 
new awards build on our long local history and our commitment to help address some of the 
city’s most pressing challenges – from spurring economic development and creating jobs in 
struggling neighborhoods to preventing violence, from promoting police reform and 
accountability to creating opportunities for youth.”… 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
December 14, 2016 
Revolutionizing biodiversity monitoring in the Amazon 
   Cross-programmatic grants from the foundation's science and environmental conservation 
teams are supporting an international collaboration to create an innovative biodiversity 
monitoring technology, using new sensor developments and increased power in processing 
modules at the scale of the Amazon rainforest. The distributed wireless sensor network will 
allow researchers to study biodiversity under the Amazon canopy. 
To learn more, read the full announcement below: 
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   An international team of scientists from Brazil, Australia, and Spain have joined forces to 
develop the most sophisticated remote monitoring system ever used to track the diminishing 
biodiversity of South America's Amazon Jungle. 
   The high tech project will revolutionize the way biodiversity is monitored by creating a 
distributed, wireless sensor network throughout the jungle with autonomous nodes that 
continuously monitor wildlife under the canopy of the Amazon Forest. 
   The international team has been granted nearly US$ 1.5 million by the Gordon and Betty 
Moore Foundation, a philanthropic funding body established by Gordon Moore - the founder of 
Intel - to carry out the first stage of this biodiversity monitoring project.,, 
 
December 14, 2016 
“Keystone dialogue" between scientists and seafood-industry leaders creates 
breakthrough in ocean stewardship 
   With partial funding from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation's Oceans and Seafood 
Markets Initiative, the Forum for the Future and the Soneva Foundation recently hosted a 
Stockholm Resilience Centre dialogue among scientists and business leaders. The result: eight 
of the world's largest seafood companies have issued a ten-point statement committing to 
ocean stewardship. Read the full press release below: 
   Eight of the world’s largest seafood companies have issued a ten-point statement committing 
to action on ocean stewardship following the first “keystone dialogue” between scientists and 
business leaders. 
   Through the “keystone dialogues” – a new approach to engage major international 
businesses in global sustainability challenges – companies have committed to improving 
transparency and traceability and reducing illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in their 
supply chains… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
December 16, 2016 
The Rockefeller Foundation, USDA, and EPA to Lead Creation of National Resource 
Center for Action Against Food Waste 
Coalition of 12 organizations set to launch FurtherWithFood.org, an online hub for information 
and solutions to cut food waste 
   NEW YORK–Today, The Rockefeller Foundation announced its collaboration with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and a 

https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=keystone-dialogue-between-scientists-and-seafood-industry-leaders-creates-breakthrough-in-ocean-stewardship
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=keystone-dialogue-between-scientists-and-seafood-industry-leaders-creates-breakthrough-in-ocean-stewardship
https://stockholmuniversity.box.com/s/coezmkhm6um20xfx4q2yj6n8i2l45f9b
http://keystonedialogues.earth/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/rockefeller-foundation-usda-epa-lead-creation-national-resource-center-action-food-waste/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/rockefeller-foundation-usda-epa-lead-creation-national-resource-center-action-food-waste/
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partnership of 10 private sector and non-profit organizations to create “Further With Food: 
Center for Food Loss and Waste Solutions,” an online hub for the exchange of information and 
solutions that can help realize the national goal of cutting food waste in half by 2030. 
   Further With Food (furtherwithfood.org) will be the definitive online destination for 
stakeholders – such as businesses, government entities, investors, NGOs, academics, and 
individuals – seeking to learn more about their role in meeting the national food waste 
reduction target, announced by USDA and EPA in September, 2015. In addition to stimulating 
widespread adoption of proven solutions, Further With Food will enable coordination among 
stakeholders and will reduce duplication of efforts. 
   “Because food waste is one of the most pressing – and solvable – challenges of our time, we 
launched our $130 million YieldWise initiative to prove that cutting it in half is within reach,” 
said Judith Rodin, president, The Rockefeller Foundation. “Achieving our shared goals depends 
on harnessing the tremendous energy and innovation bubbling up across the country. Further 
With Food will be a place to compare notes on what’s working, to build on new ideas, and to 
scale the most effective solutions so that, together, we can build a more resilient and 
productive food system.”… 
 
December 12, 2016 
As Political Momentum Builds, 860+ Organizations Call on Leaders to Act with 
Ambition to Achieve Health for All 
   The Rockefeller Foundation announces grant of nearly US$1.5 million to International Health 
Partnership for UHC 2030, a new platform to drive global progress toward universal health 
coverage. 
   Universal Health Coverage Coalition hosts more than 80 events in 33 countries to mark 
Universal Health Coverage Day 2016; strengthening primary health care called out as key 
priority. 
   11 December 2016 — On the third annual Universal Health Coverage Day on 12 December 
2016, a coalition of 864 organizations in 117 countries will affirm that health is a human right, 
that no one should go bankrupt when they get sick, and that universal health coverage 
underpins our collective security and prosperity. Recognizing that 400 million people worldwide 
still lack access to essential health services—the vast majority of which can be delivered 
through the primary health care system—partners will host more than 80 events in 33 countries 
to call on political leaders to uphold commitments to achieve health for all. Universal health 
coverage was endorsed by the United Nations last year as one of the Sustainable Development 
Goals for 2030. 
   To accelerate progress toward this goal, The Rockefeller Foundation today announced a 
US$1,498,945 commitment to the International Health Partnership for UHC 2030 (UHC 2030), a 
new multi-stakeholder initiative to sustain political commitment, advocate for resources and 
strengthen dialogue and accountability for universal health coverage. Dr. Margaret Chan, 
Director-General of the World Health Organization, formally launched UHC 2030 in September 
2016. The Rockefeller Foundation will also formally join the initiative as a member. 
    “The global community has spoken—the question is no longer if universal health coverage is 
the right goal, but when we will achieve it,” said Dr. Judith Rodin, president of The Rockefeller 
Foundation. “Progress now will depend on bold political leadership and a strong commitment to 
accountability. The Rockefeller Foundation is proud to support the new International Health 
Partnership for UHC 2030, which will help ensure that our vision of health for all is met with 
equally ambitious action.”… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 

http://furtherwithfood.org/
http://furtherwithfood.org/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
13-12-2016 
Press Release: Official Release of the ‘Guide to Investing in the SDGs in Kenya’, at 
HLM2, Nairobi. 
   The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent an unprecedented opportunity for the 
world to deliver high quality development results and philanthropy is playing a pivotal role in 
making this happen. In its World Investment Report 2014, Investing in the SDGS: An Action 
Plan, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) estimates a US$ 2.5 
trillion funding deficit against the estimated total investment needs of $3.3 to 4.5 trillion 
annually in delivery of the SDGs in developing countries. Meanwhile, philanthropic investment is 
growing and, according to conservative calculations of the Foundation Center, is forecasted to 
be $364 billion between 2016 and 2030. Philanthropy, along with the private sector, will be an 
important contributor to help fill the SDG funding gap. 
   It is however of critical importance that those engaged in philanthropy and other social 
investment actors understand the complex SDG ecosystems of the countries where they are 
working so they can effectively engage, influence, and coordinate efforts supporting the SDG 
agenda. To support efforts in Kenya and other countries, SDG PP teams and UNDP worked 
jointly with Dalberg Research to create a useful Guide to illustrate the stakeholders, policies, 
and avenues to participation necessary for establishing the SDG roadmap in the country… 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
December 14, 2016 
Marta Tienda Named Chair of Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Board of Trustees 
Princeton sociologist to replace retiring Chair Sandra O. Moose 
   (New York, NY) The Board of Trustees of the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation announces the 
election of Dr. Marta Tienda as Chair of the Foundation’s Board of Trustees, effective June 14, 
2017. Dr. Tienda is the Maurice P. During Professor in Demographic Studies at Princeton 
University’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, where she is also a 
Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs and Director of the Program in Latino Studies. Tienda 

http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/
http://sdgfunders.org/blog/142571/lang/en/
http://sdgfunders.org/blog/142571/lang/en/
https://sloan.org/about/press
https://sloan.org/storage/app/media/files/press_releases/Tienda_named_board_chair_vF.pdf
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was elected to the Foundation’s Board of Trustees in 2004, is currently Vice-Chair, and serves 
on the Board’s Executive and Audit Committees. 
 
“For 12 years, I have had the pleasure of working with Marta Tienda on the Sloan Board of 
Trustees,” says Sandra O. Moose, retiring Chair of the Board. “She has been an unfailingly 
engaged and insightful Trustee, generous with her time and counsel, and singularly dedicated 
to the Foundation. Under her leadership, I have every confidence that the Board will continue 
to effectively advance the Foundation’s mission to support high quality research and education 
in science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and economics.” 
 
“Marta Tienda embodies all the values the Sloan Foundation has spent eight decades 
promoting: first class academic scholarship, a commitment to diversity and inclusion, and a 
steadfast dedication to improving and strengthening scientific practice,” says Dr. Paul L. 
Joskow, President of the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. “I am thrilled that she has accepted the 
position of Chair of the Board of Trustees and I look forward to working closely with her.”… 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 17 December 2016] 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm 
Opinion / Published: 16 December 2016 
Director's update 
Jeremy Farrar hails what our community of researchers has achieved in an eventful year. 
 
News / Published: 15 December 2016 
Psychiatrist calls for roll-out of lay counselling 
Leading Indian psychiatrist Professor Vikram Patel has published two studies today that he 
argues provide strong evidence for the rollout of lay counselling across India to tackle 
depression and harmful drinking. 
   The trials, funded by Wellcome and run in Goa, India, show that lay counselling provides 
better results for harmful drinking and severe depression than enhanced care from primary care 
physicians. The studies, published in The Lancet, also show the approach is cost-effective, and 
so viable for investment and scaling up. 
   The use of lay counsellors aims to address the lack of mental health professionals in India. 
The counsellors have two weeks of intensive training and then continuing peer supervision… 
 
News / Published: 13 December 2016 
18.8% return for our investments 
We're pleased to report that Wellcome's investment portfolio recorded a total return of 
18.8% for the year to 30 September 2016, equating to £3.5 billion on an investment portfolio 
value of £18.3 billion at the start of the year.  
   Cash payments in support of our mission were £749m and the investment base rose to 
£20.9bn. 
   We have returned over £13.5bn (129% cumulative, 10.9% annualised) in the eight years 
since the start of the global financial crisis in September 2008, recording positive returns in 
each of these years. 
   Returns have been 138% cumulative (9.1% annualised) over ten years and 446% cumulative 
(8.9% annualised) over 20 years. 
Since the inception of our investment portfolio in 1985, it has provided a total return averaging 
13.8% a year. 
   We maintain a AAA/aaa (stable) credit rating… 

 

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/directors-update
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https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/188-return-our-investments
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:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
December 2016 Volume 44, Issue 12, p1445-1764, e283-e286  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
December 2016 Volume 51, Issue 6, p865-1090, e155-e186  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 106, Issue 12 (December 2016)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
December 2016; 95 (6)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 17 December 2016) 
Review 
Advancing aged care: a systematic review of economic evaluations of workforce 
structures and care processes in a residential care setting  
Tiffany Easton, Rachel Milte, Maria Crotty and Julie Ratcliffe 
Published on: 12 December 2016 
Abstract 
Long-term care for older people is provided in both residential and non-residential settings, with 
residential settings tending to cater for individuals with higher care needs. Evidence relating to 
the costs and effectiveness of different workforce structures and care processes is important to 
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facilitate the future planning of residential aged care services to promote high quality care and 
to enhance the quality of life of individuals living in residential care. A systematic review 
conducted up to December 2015 identified 19 studies containing an economic component; 
seven included a complete economic evaluation and 12 contained a cost analysis only. Key 
findings include the potential to create cost savings from a societal perspective through 
enhanced staffing levels and quality improvement interventions within residential aged care 
facilities, while integrated care models, including the integration of health disciplines and the 
integration between residents and care staff, were shown to have limited cost-saving potential. 
Six of the 19 identified studies examined dementia-specific structures and processes, in which 
person-centred interventions demonstrated the potential to reduce agitation and improve 
residents’ quality of life. Importantly, this review highlights methodological limitations in the 
existing evidence and an urgent need for future research to identify appropriate and meaningful 
outcome measures that can be used at a service planning level. 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 17 December 2016) 
Research article 
Quantitative evaluation of essential medicines lists: the South African case study  
The South African (SA) health system has employed an Essential Medicines List (EML) with 
Standard Treatment Guidelines (STGs) since 1996. This is the first study in SA to investigate 
changes in National EMLs over time in relation to molecules, dosage forms and therapeutic 
classes. It is also the first to compare the latest SA STG/EMLs to the WHO Model lists. The 
results therefore provide insight into the trends and SA STG/EML processes over time. 
Velisha Ann Perumal-Pillay and Fatima Suleman 
BMC Health Services Research 2016 16:687  
Published on: 12 December 2016 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 17 December 2016) 
Research article 
Estimation of Zika virus prevalence by appearance of microcephaly  
There currently is a severe Zika Virus (ZIKV) epidemic in Brazil and other South American 
countries. By the first detection of a microcephaly case, a sizable fraction of the population will 
have been infected by ZIKV. It is thus clear that adequate surveillance, isolation, and 
quarantine are needed in susceptible import regions to stop the dissemination of a Zika 
epidemic. 
C. M. Saad-Roy, P. van den Driessche and Junling Ma 
BMC Infectious Diseases 2016 16:754  
Published on: 12 December 2016 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 17 December 2016)  
[No new content] 
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BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 17 December 2016)  
Research article 
Cumulative subgroup analysis to reduce waste in clinical research for individualised 
medicine  
Fujian Song and Max O. Bachmann 
BMC Medicine 2016 14:197  
Published on: 15 December 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Although subgroup analyses in clinical trials may provide evidence for individualised medicine, 
their conduct and interpretation remain controversial. 
Methods 
Subgroup effect can be defined as the difference in treatment effect across patient subgroups. 
Cumulative subgroup analysis refers to a series of repeated pooling of subgroup effects after 
adding data from each of related trials chronologically, to investigate the accumulating evidence 
for subgroup effects. We illustrated the clinical relevance of cumulative subgroup analysis in two 
case studies using data from published individual patient data (IPD) meta-analyses. Computer 
simulations were also conducted to examine the statistical properties of cumulative subgroup 
analysis. 
Results 
In case study 1, an IPD meta-analysis of 10 randomised trials (RCTs) on beta blockers for heart 
failure reported significant interaction of treatment effects with baseline rhythm. Cumulative 
subgroup analysis could have detected the subgroup effect 15 years earlier, with five fewer 
trials and 71% less patients, than the IPD meta-analysis which first reported it. Case study 2 
involved an IPD meta-analysis of 11 RCTs on treatments for pulmonary arterial hypertension 
that reported significant subgroup effect by aetiology. Cumulative subgroup analysis could have 
detected the subgroup effect 6 years earlier, with three fewer trials and 40% less patients than 
the IPD meta-analysis. Computer simulations have indicated that cumulative subgroup analysis 
increases the statistical power and is not associated with inflated false positives. 
Conclusions 
To reduce waste of research data, subgroup analyses in clinical trials should be more widely 
conducted and adequately reported so that cumulative subgroup analyses could be timely 
performed to inform clinical practice and further research. 
 
Opinion 
Achieving development goals for HIV, tuberculosis and malaria in sub-Saharan 
Africa through integrated antenatal care: barriers and challenges  
The global health community is currently transitioning from the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Unfortunately, progress towards 
maternal, newborn and infant hea... 
Freya J. I. Fowkes, Bridget L. Draper, Margaret Hellard and Mark Stoové 
BMC Medicine 2016 14:202  
Published on: 12 December 2016 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 17 December 2016) 
[No new relevant content] 
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BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 17 December 2016) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 17 December 2016) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 12  
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 94, Number 12, December 2016, 861-936 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/11/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
November 2016   Volume 42, Issue 6  Pages 775–955 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v42.6/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
November/December 2016  Volume 21, Issue S2  Pages 1–642 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 17 December 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
December 2016 - Volume 29 - Issue 6   pp: v-v,539-662 
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
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December 2016  Volume 16, Issue 3  Pages 121–180 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-2/issuetoc 
Special Issue: Ethics of Health Systems Research in Low and Middle Income 
Countries 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 24, Number 8 
http://www.developmentinpractice.org/journals/volume-24-number-8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
January 2017  Volume 35, Issue 1  Pages 1–133 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-1/issuetoc 
Articles 
The UNDP, the World Bank and Human Development through the World Market 
(pages 3–21) 
Paul Cammack 
Version of Record online: 8 NOV 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/dpr.12198 
Abstract 
This article offers a critical review of the UNDP's understanding of human development, and of 
recent Human Development Reports, with a principal focus on those from 2010 to the present. 
It argues that they show that the UNDP is now fully aligned with the World Bank in its overall 
policy stance and its underlying logic, and that this marks the end of the project of setting 
market-led growth in a broader conception of human development that began with the first 
report (1990). The idea that the UNDP/HDR conception of human development represents an 
alternative to World Bank orthodoxy is a myth 
 
Articles 
Conditional Cash Transfers and Financial Access: Increasing the Bang for Each 
Transferred Buck? (pages 23–38) 
Carlos Chiapa and Silvia Prina 
Version of Record online: 17 NOV 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/dpr.12199 
Abstract 
This article discusses the potential benefits and challenges that may arise if CCT programmes 
were to deposit transfers directly into recipients’ savings accounts. Over 33 countries around 
the world use CCT programmes as a strategy to fight poverty. Depositing the transfers into a 
savings account could give millions of households access to the formal financial system. Using 
the scarce evidence to date, we highlight opportunities that could help the combination of CCTs 
and formal savings accounts to bring financial inclusion to their recipients. 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 121, Issue 2, 2017  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-2/issuetoc
http://www.developmentinpractice.org/journals/volume-24-number-8
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2017.35.issue-1/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.12198/full
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.12199/full
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
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Volume 10 - Issue 5 - October 2016 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
January 2017  Volume 41, Issue 1  Pages 1–208 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
December 2016, Volume 33, Issue 12  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 22, Number 11—November 2016 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 17,   In Progress   (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1 
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue: No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 145 - Issue 1 - January 2017 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Fall 2016 (Issue 30.3) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/fall-2016-issue-30-3/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 26, Issue 5, 1 October 2016 
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/5 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-1/issuetoc
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/fall-2016-issue-30-3/
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/5
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 65, Pages 1-90 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/65 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 8, Issue 6, December 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/8/5/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 43, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 10, Issue 1, Spring 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
September 2016 | Volume 4 | Issue 3  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 12, 2017   Issue 2   
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
Article 
Reproductive decisions in the lives of West Bank Palestinian women: Dimensions 
and contradictions 
Pages: 135-155 
Published online: 10 Mar 2016 
Stephanie Pell 
 
Article 
Inequality and ethics in paediatric HIV remission research: From Mississippi to 
South Africa and back 
Pages: 220-235 
Johanna T. Crane & Theresa M. Rossouw 
 
 
Globalization and Health 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/65
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/8/5/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2016.1151541
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2016.1151541
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Pell%2C+Stephanie
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2016.1211162
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2016.1211162
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Crane%2C+Johanna+T
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Rossouw%2C+Theresa+M
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http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 17 December 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
November 2016; Volume 35, Issue 11  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: Culture Of Health 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 18, Issue 2, December 2016 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Section: Universal Health Coverage and Human Rights 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 12 - Issue 1 - January 2017 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 31 Issue 17 December 2016  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 17 December 2016] 
Commentary 
Harmonisation and standardisation of health sector and programme reviews and 
evaluations – how can they better inform health policy dialogue?  
Health sector and programme performance assessments provide a rich source of contextual 
data directly linked to implementation of programmes and can inform health policy dialogue, 
planning and resource allocat... 
Juliet Nabyonga-Orem, Prosper Tumusiime, Jennifer Nyoni and Aku Kwamie 
Health Research Policy and Systems 2016 14:87  
Published on: 16 December 2016 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 38, Number 4, November 2016 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35304 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current
http://www.hhrjournal.org/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-016-0161-9
http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-016-0161-9
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35304
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 67   September 2016 
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-innovation/ 
Refugees and vulnerable migrants in Europe 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 6, No 1 (2016) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15 
IDRiM Conference Special Issue Articles 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 17 December 2016] 
[No new content]  
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 17 December 2016]  
[No new relevant content]  
 
 
International Health 
Volume 8 Issue 5 September 2016  
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 5, Issue 1, 2016  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
2016, Volume: 3, Issue: 12 
http://www.scopemed.org/?iid=2016-3-12.000&&jid=109&lng= 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 20, Pages 1-162 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/20 
Review Article 
Humanitarian operations and crisis/disaster management: A retrospective review of 
the literature and framework for development 
Pages 1-13 

http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-innovation/
http://odihpn.org/magazine/refugees-vulnerable-migrants-europe/
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/1
http://www.scopemed.org/?iid=2016-3-12.000&&jid=109&lng
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/20
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420916301340
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420916301340
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Kyle H. Goldschmidt, Sameer Kumar 
Abstract 
The aim of this paper is to review the literature on humanitarian operations and crisis/disaster 
management in order to identify the current research and to provide direction for future 
research in this growing field. Articles from supply chain management, disaster management, 
and economics were reviewed, keywords were identified within a disaster management lifecycle 
framework, and a lexical analysis of the articles was conducted. The analysis reveals that 
previous research has primarily focused on humanitarian operations, with researchers adapting 
established supply chain methodologies to improve humanitarian disaster response. While this 
has benefited humanitarian organizations in their ability to respond to disasters with greater 
efficiency, it also clarifies that there has been little research done on humanitarian 
development, the overlooked part of humanitarian operations. This finding suggests the need 
for future research to focus on the role that humanitarian development plays in reducing future 
social and economic disaster losses. 
 
Multi-criteria location model of earthquake evacuation shelters to aid in urban 
planning 
Original Research Article 
Pages 51-62 
Jinghai Xu, Xiaozhe Yin, Dingchao Chen, Jiwen An, Gaozong Nie 
Abstract 
Earthquakes are serious natural disasters that can result in significant fatalities and economic 
loss. The building of earthquake evacuation shelters is an effective way to reduce earthquake 
disaster risk and protect lives. Current studies on facility location models commonly overlook 
multiple optimal criteria from an urban planning perspective and are not suited to planning 
earthquake evacuation shelters. In this study, we describe seven principles for locating 
earthquake evacuation shelters. Following these principles, we propose a multi-criteria 
constraint location model that can be used to solve the location problem. We then present an 
iterative method to solve the model. With the support of a geographic information system 
(GIS), the method is composed of three steps: select candidate shelters, analyze the spatial 
coverage of candidate shelters and determine the shelter locations. Finally, a case study is used 
to demonstrate the application of the multi-criteria model and the corresponding solution 
method for its effectiveness in planning urban earthquake evacuation shelters. We conclude 
that the evacuation shelter location model and solution method are effective and suitable to 
solve the multi-criteria shelter location problem from an urban planning perspective. 
 
Cultural heritage assessment and vulnerability using Analytic Hierarchy Process and 
Geographic Information Systems (Valea Oii catchment, North-eastern Romania). An 
approach to historical maps 
Original Research Article 
Pages 103-111 
Ionut Cristi Nicu 
Abstract 
The paper presents a method for determining the vulnerability of the landscape that can be 
applied to cultural heritage sites assessment, based on spatial data gathered from historical 
maps over a time span of 118 years (1894–2012) and integrated into GIS. Analytic Hierarchy 
Process (AHP) is employed in order to prioritise the natural and anthropogenic elements 
extracted from historical maps and orthophotos in order to produce the vulnerability maps and 
being able to assess and mitigate the effects on cultural heritage sites. In this case, the 
consistency ratio (CR) has a value of 0.06, which means that the pairwise comparison matrix 
has an acceptable consistency. The final vulnerability maps for Valea Oii catchment, North-

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420916305040
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420916305040
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420916305027
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420916305027
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420916305027
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eastern Romania, divided into four vulnerability classes (low, medium, high, and very high), will 
highlight the most vulnerable areas in terms of natural and anthropogenic elements and will be 
a powerful tool in the future development plans for the area. 
 
Strengthening capacities for disaster risk management I: Insights from existing 
research and practice 
Review Article 
Pages 145-153 
Z. Scott, R. Few 
Abstract 
Improving the capacities of national and sub-national governments, as well as local 
communities, to manage growing disaster risks is a pressing concern in low- and middle-income 
countries. Drawing on a wide range of academic and non-academic literature, this paper seeks 
to pick a course through debates around the concept of capacity development, discusses the 
small but emerging literature focusing specifically on strengthening capacities for disaster risk 
management (DRM), and points the way both toward a model type pathway for capacity 
strengthening and the assumptions that need to be met in order to achieve that goal. The 
paper examines discussions surrounding both the content and process of DRM capacity 
development support. It argues for a broadening of scope in terms of the capacity needs that 
are targeted, as well as drawing in best practice from the wider fields of capacity development 
in order to maximise the chance that capacity gains are effective and sustained. 
 
Strengthening capacities for disaster risk management II: Lessons for effective 
support 
Original Research Article 
Pages 154-162 
Roger Few, Zoe Scott, Kelly Wooster, Mireille Flores Avila, Marcela Tarazona 
Abstract 
Across the world there are many initiatives and interventions taking place that directly or 
indirectly contribute to strengthening capacity for DRM. This paper discusses findings from a 2-
year research project on DRM capacity development in lower and middle income countries. The 
research team undertook case studies of 13 recent or ongoing initiatives across six countries, 
complemented with an international survey of DRM practitioners. The paper therefore draws 
lessons from a range of different types of programme to explore the progress being made on 
the ground toward enhanced capacity development and identify a framework of principles that 
can serve to underpin effective support in this field. The findings coalesce around concerns 
related to issues of adaptability, ownership and sustainability, inclusion of actors and scales, the 
functional scope of capacity development, and the extent to which programmes reflect the 
wider aspects of DRR. These are factors that ultimately may either derail the success of 
initiatives, or, when positively addressed, may facilitate the achievement of long-term capacity 
gains. 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 45 Issue 5 October 2016  
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
November 2016 Volume 52, In Progress 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420915302077
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420915302077
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420916300048
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420916300048
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
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http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(16)X0010-0 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 24, 2017 - Issue 1 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Fall 2016   Volume 50, Issue 3  Pages 535–824, e33–e49 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-3/issuetoc 
Special Focus Areas in this Issue: 
:: IMMIGRANTS IN WESTERN EUROPE: EDUCATION, MARRIAGE, ATTITUDES, AND 
UNEMPLOYMEN 
:: IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCES IN NORTH AMERICA AND AUSTRALIA: UNIONIZATION, DACA, 
WEIGHT, EDUCATIONAL EXPECTATIONS, AND MATERNAL DEPRESSION 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
November 2016 - Volume 14 - Issue 3 
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
December 13, 2016, Vol 316, No. 22, Pages 2325-2440  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Enhancing the Scientific Integrity and Safety of Clinical Trials - Recommendations 
for Data Monitoring Committees 
Roger J. Lewis, MD, PhD; Karim A. Calis, PharmD, MPH; David L. DeMets, PhD  
JAMA. 2016;316(22):2359-2360. doi:10.1001/jama.2016.16070  
This Viewpoint discusses the roles of data monitoring committees (DMCs) in providing oversight 
of clinical trials and summarizes recommendations from the Clinical Trials Transformation 
Initiative for improving this oversight as a means of improving DMC processes and 
effectiveness. 
Abstract 
The risks of participating in a clinical trial cannot be predicted with certainty at the time of trial 
design, especially when evaluating novel therapies. Accordingly, once the trial is initiated, 
periodic and ongoing review of accumulating study data is necessary to ensure the continued 
appropriateness of enrolling and treating patients in the trial. This oversight activity is often 
conducted by a data monitoring committee (DMC), also known as a data and safety monitoring 
board, generally composed of scientific, medical, statistical, and other experts. Ideally, this 
oversight process ensures that a clinical trial is stopped if the benefit-risk balance for 
participants or the expected value to society no longer justifies continuing. 
 
Editorial 

http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(16)X0010-0
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-3/issuetoc
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2592508
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2592508
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Understanding County-Level, Cause-Specific Mortality - The Great Value—and 
Limitations—of Small Area Data 
Cheryl R. Clark, MD, ScD; David R. Williams, PhD, MPH  
JAMA. 2016;316(22):2363-2365. doi:10.1001/jama.2016.12818  
Abstract 
In this issue of JAMA, Dwyer-Lindgren and colleagues1 present advanced methods and 
applications of small area estimation techniques to produce county-level summary measures of 
cause-specific mortality rates across the United States and estimates of temporal trends in 
these rates. The study used validated redistribution methods to recapture mortality data that 
would have been lost to so-called garbage coding, the practice of assigning potentially 
noninformative mechanisms of mortality (eg, cardiopulmonary arrest) rather than underlying 
disease codes (eg, congestive heart failure) to death certificates. The authors used enhanced 
generalized linear mixed-effects regression models to incorporate information on geographic 
spatial patterns, time and age associations, and relevant population-level covariates, to achieve 
valid cause-specific mortality rate estimates from the National Vital Statistics System (NVSS) 
without pooling data across years for counties with small sample sizes. 
 
Editorial 
Two vs Three Doses of Human Papillomavirus Vaccine - New Policy for the Second 
Decade of the Vaccination Program 
Lauri E. Markowitz, MD; Elissa Meites, MD, MPH; Elizabeth R. Unger, PhD, MD  
JAMA. 2016;316(22):2370-2372. doi:10.1001/jama.2016.16393  
Abstract 
This year marks the 10th year of the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination program in the 
United States. In 2006, the first HPV vaccine, quadrivalent HPV vaccine, was licensed by the US 
Food and Drug Administration and recommended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices and the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). In subsequent years, 2 
additional HPV vaccines were licensed, bivalent HPV vaccine in 2009 and 9-valent HPV vaccine 
in 2014.1 All 3 vaccines were initially licensed and recommended for use in a 3-dose series. In 
2006, vaccination was recommended for girls at the age of 11 or 12 years with catch-up 
vaccination through the age of 26 years; in 2011, the United States was the first country to 
include boys and men in the routine HPV vaccination program. Following national introductions 
of HPV vaccination, significant declines in vaccine-type HPV prevalence, genital warts, and 
cervical precancers have been observed in the United States and other countries.2 
 
Immunogenicity of the 9-Valent HPV Vaccine Using 2-Dose Regimens in Girls and 
Boys vs a 3-Dose Regimen in Women 
Ole-Erik Iversen, MD, PhD; Maria Jose Miranda, MD; Angels Ulied, MD; et al.  
JAMA. 2016;316(22):2411-2421. doi:10.1001/jama.2016.17615  
This noninferiority trial compares human papillomavirus (HPV) type–specific antibody responses 
among girls and boys aged 9 to 14 years given 2 doses of HPV vaccine vs adolescent girls and 
young women aged 16 to 26 years given 3 doses. 
Key Points  
Question 
Are 2 doses of the 9-valent human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine in girls and boys aged 9 to 14 
years noninferior to 3 doses in adolescent girls and young women aged 16 to 26 years? 
Findings 
In this international, open-label, noninferiority trial involving 1518 participants, antibody 
responses measured 4 weeks after the last dose in girls and boys given 2 doses separated by 6 
or 12 months were noninferior to responses in adolescent girls and young women given 3 
doses. 

http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2592481
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2592481
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2592481#jed160088r1
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Meaning 
Short-term immune responses after 2 doses of 9-valent HPV vaccine in girls and boys aged 9 to 
14 years were noninferior to immune responses after 3 doses in adolescent girls and young 
women. Persistence of response and clinical outcomes need to be studied. 
Abstract  
Importance 
Human papillomavirus (HPV) infections cause anogenital cancers and warts. The 9-valent HPV 
vaccine provides protection against 7 high-risk types of HPV responsible for 90% of cervical 
cancers and 2 other HPV types accounting for 90% of genital warts. 
Objective 
To determine whether HPV type–specific antibody responses would be noninferior among girls 
and boys aged 9 to 14 years after receiving 2 doses of the 9-valent HPV vaccine compared with 
adolescent girls and young women aged 16 to 26 years receiving 3 doses. 
Design, Setting, and Participants 
Open-label, noninferiority, immunogenicity trial conducted at 52 ambulatory care sites in 15 
countries. The study was initiated on December 16, 2013, with the last participant visit for this 
report on June 19, 2015. Five cohorts were enrolled: (1) girls aged 9 to 14 years to receive 2 
doses 6 months apart (n=301); (2) boys aged 9 to 14 years to receive 2 doses 6 months apart 
(n=301); (3) girls and boys aged 9 to 14 years to receive 2 doses 12 months apart (n=301); 
(4) girls aged 9 to 14 years to receive 3 doses over 6 months (n=301); and (5) a control group 
of adolescent girls and young women aged 16 to 26 years to receive 3 doses over 6 months 
(n=314). 
Interventions  Two doses of the 9-valent HPV vaccine administered 6 or 12 months apart or 3 
doses administered over 6 months. 
Main Outcomes and Measures 
The primary end point was prespecified as the antibody response against each HPV type 
assessed 1 month after the last dose using a competitive immunoassay. Each of the three 2-
dose regimens was compared with the standard 3-dose schedule in adolescent girls and young 
women using a noninferiority margin of 0.67 for the ratio of the antibody geometric mean titers. 
Results 
Of the 1518 participants (753 girls [mean age, 11.4 years]; 451 boys [mean age, 11.5 years]; 
and 314 adolescent girls and young women [mean age, 21.0 years]), 1474 completed the study 
and data from 1377 were analyzed. At 4 weeks after the last dose, HPV antibody responses in 
girls and boys given 2 doses were noninferior to HPV antibody responses in adolescent girls and 
young women given 3 doses (P < .001 for each HPV type). Compared with adolescent girls and 
young women who received 3 doses over 6 months, the 1-sided 97.5% CIs for the ratio of HPV 
antibody geometric mean titers at 1 month after the last dose across the 9 HPV subtypes 
ranged from 1.36 to ∞ to 2.50 to ∞ for girls who received 2 doses 6 months apart; from 1.37 
to ∞ to 2.55 to ∞ for boys who received 2 doses 6 months apart; and from 1.61 to ∞ to 5.36 
to ∞ for girls and boys who received 2 doses 12 months apart. 
Conclusions and Relevance  
Among girls and boys aged 9 to 14 years receiving 2-dose regimens of a 9-valent HPV vaccine 
separated by 6 or 12 months, immunogenicity 4 weeks after the last dose was noninferior to a 
3-dose regimen in a cohort of adolescent girls and young women. Further research is needed to 
assess persistence of antibody responses and effects on clinical outcomes. 
Trial Registration 
clinicaltrials.gov Identifier: NCT01984697 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
December 1, 2016, Vol 170, No. 12, Pages 1127-1236  

http://clinicaltrials.gov/show/NCT01984697
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http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
October 2016 - Volume 14 - Issue 10   pp: 1-275 
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 41, Issue 6, December 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/41/6/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2016: Volume 6 Issue 3  
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/6/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 124, Pages 1-228 (January 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/123 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Journal of Environmental Management 
Volume 183, Part 1, Pages 1-342 (1 December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
December 2016, Volume 70, Issue 12 
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
These Issue: Refugee Crisis: The Borders of Human Mobility 
Article 
Introduction to the thematic issue ‘Refugee Crisis: The Borders of Human Mobility’ 
Pages: 245-251 
Published online: 14 Dec 2016 
Melina Duarte, Kasper Lippert-Rasmussen, Serena Parekh & Annamari Vitikainen 
ABSTRACT 
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This introduction discusses some of the background assumptions and recent developments of 
the current refugee crisis. In this issue, the crisis is not viewed as a primarily European, 
Western or even Syrian, Afghan, or Iraqi crisis, but as a global crisis that raises complex ethical 
and political challenges for all humanity. The contributions to this thematic issue discuss a 
variety of questions relating to the rights and duties of different actors involved in the refugee 
crisis, and assess some of the suggested responses to handling the crisis. 
 
Article 
The ethics of people smuggling 
Pages: 311-326 
Published online: 14 Dec 2016 
Javier Hidalgo 
 
Article 
Who owes what to war refugees 
Pages: 327-346 
Published online: 14 Dec 2016 
Jennifer Kling 
 
Article 
What do we owe refugees: jus ad bellum, duties to refugees from armed conflict 
zones and the right to asylum 
Pages: 347-364 
Published online: 14 Dec 2016 
Jovana Davidovic 
 
Article 
Human security and the international refugee crisis 
Pages: 365-379 
Published online: 14 Dec 2016 
Aramide Odutayo 
 
Article 
The duty to bring children living in conflict zones to a safe haven 
Pages: 380-397 
Published online: 14 Dec 2016 
Gottfried Schweiger 
 
 
Journal of Global Infectious Diseases (JGID)  
October-December 2016   Volume 8 | Issue 4  Page Nos. 127-162 
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 27, Number 4, November 2016 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35214 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 2, Issue 4, 2016 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 6 Issue 3  2016 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/6/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 18, Issue 6, December 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/18/5/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 14, Issue 4, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 214 Issue 11 December 1, 2016  
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
November 2016   Volume 28, Issue 8   Pages 1197–1397 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v28.8/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics  
Winter 2015  Volume 43, Issue 4  Pages 673–913 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-4/issuetoc 
Special Issue: SYMPOSIUM: Harmonizing Privacy Laws to Enable International 
Biobank Research: Part I 
[14 articles] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
December 2016, Volume 42, Issue 12  
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Journal of Operations Management 
Volumes 47–48, Pages 1-98 (November 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 3, Issue 4 (2016)  
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 5 Issue 17 December 2016  
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
December 2016 Volume 179, p1-278  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 37, Issue 2 Supplement, November 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/41271/37/1/suppl/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
01 November 2016; volume 13, issue 124 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Dec 17, 2016 Volume 388 Number 10063 p2959-3086  e28-e36  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
2017: The unifying power of health 
The Lancet 
Summary 
For many readers of The Lancet, 2016 will be viewed as a dark year. As highlighted elsewhere 
in this issue (p 2971), ongoing civil conflict has led to record numbers of displaced people 
(around 65 million, just under 1% of the world's population). The aftershocks of democratic 
political revolutions on both sides of the Atlantic still resonate, with no clear path ahead and few 
grounds for optimism. Yet, by contrast, 2016 has also seen some striking successes in health: 
polio eradication has come tantalisingly close, with only 34 cases reported this year in three 
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countries; and 30 million people were successfully vaccinated against a raging yellow fever 
outbreak in DR Congo and Angola, a remarkable effort from the many agencies involved. 
 
Editorial 
Predicting pandemics 
The Lancet 
Summary 
“The world is ill prepared to respond to a severe influenza pandemic or to any similarly global, 
sustained and threatening public-health emergency”, concluded an investigation into WHO's 
response to the 2009 H1N1 pandemic. In 2014, this unpreparedness was again exposed when 
the Ebola virus struck west Africa and claimed more than 11 000 lives. The continuing Zika virus 
epidemic highlights that lessons still need to be learned. 
 
Articles 
Global, regional, and national causes of under-5 mortality in 2000–15: an updated 
systematic analysis with implications for the Sustainable Development Goals 
Li Liu, Shefali Oza, Dan Hogan, Yue Chu, Jamie Perin, Jun Zhu, Joy E Lawn, Simon Cousens, 
Colin Mathers, Robert E Black 
3027 
Open Access 
Summary 
Background 
Despite remarkable progress in the improvement of child survival between 1990 and 2015, the 
Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 4 target of a two-thirds reduction of under-5 mortality 
rate (U5MR) was not achieved globally. In this paper, we updated our annual estimates of child 
mortality by cause to 2000–15 to reflect on progress toward the MDG 4 and consider 
implications for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) target for child survival. 
Methods 
We increased the estimation input data for causes of deaths by 43% among neonates and 23% 
among 1–59-month-olds, respectively. We used adequate vital registration (VR) data where 
available, and modelled cause-specific mortality fractions applying multinomial logistic 
regressions using adequate VR for low U5MR countries and verbal autopsy data for high U5MR 
countries. We updated the estimation to use Plasmodium falciparum parasite rate in place of 
malaria index in the modelling of malaria deaths; to use adjusted empirical estimates instead of 
modelled estimates for China; and to consider the effects of pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 
and rotavirus vaccine in the estimation. 
Findings 
In 2015, among the 5·9 million under-5 deaths, 2·7 million occurred in the neonatal period. The 
leading under-5 causes were preterm birth complications (1·055 million [95% uncertainty range 
(UR) 0·935–1·179]), pneumonia (0·921 million [0·812 −1·117]), and intrapartum-related 
events (0·691 million [0·598 −0·778]). In the two MDG regions with the most under-5 deaths, 
the leading cause was pneumonia in sub-Saharan Africa and preterm birth complications in 
southern Asia. Reductions in mortality rates for pneumonia, diarrhoea, neonatal intrapartum-
related events, malaria, and measles were responsible for 61% of the total reduction of 35 per 
1000 livebirths in U5MR in 2000–15. Stratified by U5MR, pneumonia was the leading cause in 
countries with very high U5MR. Preterm birth complications and pneumonia were both 
important in high, medium high, and medium child mortality countries; whereas congenital 
abnormalities was the most important cause in countries with low and very low U5MR. 
Interpretation 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)32578-8/abstract
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_10-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_10-en.pdf
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31593-8/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31593-8/fulltext
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In the SDG era, countries are advised to prioritise child survival policy and programmes based 
on their child cause-of-death composition. Continued and enhanced efforts to scale up proven 
life-saving interventions are needed to achieve the SDG child survival target. 
Funding 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, WHO. 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Dec 2016 Volume 4 Number 12 e872-e995  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Dec 2016 Volume 16 Number 12 p1305-1430 e276-e314  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 20, Issue 12, December 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/20/11/page/1 
Special Issue: Mountain MCH 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
January 2017; 37 (1)  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
September 2016  Volume 94, Issue 3  Pages 437–694 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2016.94.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 540 Number 7633 pp315-476  15 December 2016 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorials 
Corporate culture spreads to Scandinavian institutes 
The trend of turning universities into businesses is limiting research freedoms in traditionally 
liberal institutes in northern Europe. It is time for scientists to regain lost ground. 
 
Letters 
High-resolution mapping of global surface water and its long-term changes 
Jean-François Pekel, Andrew Cottam, Noel Gorelick & Alan S. Belward 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
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http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v540/n7633/full/nature20584.html
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A freely available dataset produced from three million Landsat satellite images reveals 
substantial changes in the distribution of global surface water over the past 32 years and their 
causes, from climate change to human actions. 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
November 2016, Volume 22 No 11 pp1193-1367 
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n11/index.html 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
December 15, 2016  Vol. 375 No. 24 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
NIH Policy on Single-IRB Review — A New Era in Multicenter Studies 
Ann-Margret Ervin, Ph.D., M.P.H., Holly A. Taylor, Ph.D., M.P.H., and Stephan Ehrhardt, M.D., 
M.P.H. 
N Engl J Med 2016; 375:2315-2317 December 15, 2016 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMp1608766 
   The new National Institutes of Health policy on review of multicenter studies by a single 
institutional review board ushers in new responsibilities for investigators. Public comments have 
highlighted several challenges to streamlining ethics review in this way. 
 
Original Article 
Zika Virus Infection in Pregnant Women in Rio de Janeiro 
Patrícia Brasil, M.D., Ph.D., José P. Pereira, Jr., M.D., M. Elisabeth Moreira, M.D., Ph.D., Rita M. 
Ribeiro Nogueira, M.D., Ph.D., Luana Damasceno, Pharm.D., Mayumi Wakimoto, M.D., Ph.D., 
Renata S. Rabello, D.V.M., Ph.D., Stephanie G. Valderramos, M.D., Ph.D., Umme-Aiman Halai, 
M.D., Tania S. Salles, M.D., Ph.D., Andrea A. Zin, M.D., Ph.D., Dafne Horovitz, M.D., Ph.D., 
Pedro Daltro, M.D., Ph.D., Marcia Boechat, M.D., Ph.D., Claudia Raja Gabaglia, M.D., Ph.D., 
Patrícia Carvalho de Sequeira, Ph.D., José H. Pilotto, M.D., Ph.D., Raquel Medialdea-Carrera, 
Ph.D., Denise Cotrim da Cunha, M.D., Liege M. Abreu de Carvalho, M.D., Marcos Pone, M.D., 
André Machado Siqueira, M.D., Ph.D., Guilherme A. Calvet, M.D., Ph.D., Ana E. Rodrigues 
Baião, M.D., Elizabeth S. Neves, M.D., Ph.D., Paulo R. Nassar de Carvalho, M.D., Renata H. 
Hasue, Ph.D., Peter B. Marschik, Ph.D., Christa Einspieler, Ph.D., Carla Janzen, M.D., Ph.D., 
James D. Cherry, M.D., Ana M. Bispo de Filippis, Ph.D., and Karin Nielsen-Saines, M.D. 
N Engl J Med 2016; 375:2321-2334 December 15, 2016 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa1602412 
Abstract 
Background 
Zika virus (ZIKV) has been linked to central nervous system malformations in fetuses. To 
characterize the spectrum of ZIKV disease in pregnant women and infants, we followed patients 
in Rio de Janeiro to describe clinical manifestations in mothers and repercussions of acute ZIKV  
Methods 
We enrolled pregnant women in whom a rash had developed within the previous 5 days and 
tested blood and urine specimens for ZIKV by reverse-transcriptase–polymerase-chain-reaction 
assays. We followed women prospectively to obtain data on pregnancy and infant outcomes. 
Results 
A total of 345 women were enrolled from September 2015 through May 2016; of these, 182 
women (53%) tested positive for ZIKV in blood, urine, or both. The timing of acute ZIKV 
infection ranged from 6 to 39 weeks of gestation. Predominant maternal clinical features 
included a pruritic descending macular or maculopapular rash, arthralgias, conjunctival 

http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n11/index.html
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1608766
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1602412
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injection, and headache; 27% had fever (short-term and low-grade). By July 2016, a total of 
134 ZIKV-affected pregnancies and 73 ZIKV-unaffected pregnancies had reached completion, 
with outcomes known for 125 ZIKV-affected and 61 ZIKV-unaffected pregnancies. Infection 
with chikungunya virus was identified in 42% of women without ZIKV infection versus 3% of 
women with ZIKV infection (P<0.001). Rates of fetal death were 7% in both groups; overall 
adverse outcomes were 46% among offspring of ZIKV-positive women versus 11.5% among 
offspring of ZIKV-negative women (P<0.001). Among 117 live infants born to 116 ZIKV-positive 
women, 42% were found to have grossly abnormal clinical or brain imaging findings or both, 
including 4 infants with microcephaly. Adverse outcomes were noted regardless of the trimester 
during which the women were infected with ZIKV (55% of pregnancies had adverse outcomes 
after maternal infection in the first trimester, 52% after infection in the second trimester, and 
29% after infection in the third trimester). 
Conclusions 
Despite mild clinical symptoms in the mother, ZIKV infection during pregnancy is deleterious to 
the fetus and is associated with fetal death, fetal growth restriction, and a spectrum of central 
nervous system abnormalities. (Funded by Ministério da Saúde do Brasil and others.) 
 
Review Article 
The Human Intestinal Microbiome in Health and Disease 
Susan V. Lynch, Ph.D., and Oluf Pedersen, M.D., D.M.Sc. 
N  Engl J Med 2016; 375:2369-2379 December 15, 2016 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMra1600266 
 The large majority of studies on the role of the microbiome in the pathogenesis of disease are 
correlative and preclinical; several have influenced clinical practice. 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
Volume 45, Issue 6, December 2016  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
Articles 
Work–Life Balance Among Humanitarian Aid Workers 
First Published March 14, 2016; pp. 1191–1213 
Miranda Visser, Melinda Mills, Liesbet Heyse, Rafael Wittek, Vincenzo Bollettino 
Abstract 
A limited body of research has examined satisfaction with work–life balance of expatriate 
workers who live abroad, residing outside the typical “family” or “life” domain. This study aims 
to demonstrate how and under which organizational circumstances job autonomy can increase 
work–life balance satisfaction of humanitarian aid expatriates. We hypothesize that especially in 
humanitarian work, trust in management can buffer potential negative effects of high 
autonomy. We test our hypothesis by means of ordinal logistic regression, using survey data 
collected among expatriates of the Operational Center Amsterdam of Médecins Sans Frontières 
(N = 142). Results reveal that high levels of autonomy are positively related with work–life 
balance satisfaction when trust in the management of the organization is high. When trust in 
management is low, the effect of high autonomy on work–life balance satisfaction is negative. 
This implies that trust in management indeed buffers negative effects of high autonomy among 
expatriate humanitarian aid workers. 
 
 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
OxMo Vol. 6, No. 1 
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra1600266
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0899764016634890
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0899764016634890
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Pediatrics  
December 2016, VOLUME 138 / ISSUE 6 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/138/5?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 34, Issue 12, December 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/34/11/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 17 December 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
[Accessed 17 December 2016] 
Epidemic Potential for Local Transmission of Zika Virus in 2015 and 2016 in 
Queensland, Australia 
December 13, 2016 · Research Article  
Introduction: Zika virus could be transmitted in the state of Queensland, Australia, in parts of 
the state where the mosquito vectors are established. 
Methods: We assessed the epidemic potential of Zika in Queensland from January 2015 to 
August 2016, and estimate the epidemic potential from September to December 2016, by 
calculating the temperature-dependent relative vectorial capacity (rVc), based on empirical and 
estimated parameters. 
Results: Through 2015, we estimated a rVc of 0.119, 0.152, 0.170, and 0.175, respectively in 
the major cities of Brisbane, Rockhampton, Cairns, and Townsville. From January to August 
2016, the epidemic potential trend was similar to 2015, however the highest epidemic potential 
was in Cairns. During September to November 2016, the epidemic potential is consistently the 
highest in Cairns, followed by Townsville, Rockhampton and Brisbane. Then, from November to 
December 2016, Townsville has the highest estimated epidemic potential. 
Discussion: We demonstrate using a vectorial capacity model that ZIKV could have been locally 
transmitted in Queensland, Australia during 2015 and 2016. ZIKV remains a threat to Australia 
for the upcoming summer, during the Brazilian Carnival season, when the abundance of vectors 
is relatively high. Understanding the epidemic potential of local ZIKV transmission will allow 
better management of threats to blood safety and assessment of public health risk. 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 17 December 2016)  
[No new relevant content] 
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PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 17 December 2016)  
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 17 December 2016]  
Research Article  
Impact of Refugees on Local Health Systems: A Difference-in-Differences Analysis in 
Cameroon  
Lambed Tatah, Tefera Darge Delbiso, Jose Manuel Rodriguez-Llanes, Julita Gil Cuesta, Debarati 
Guha-Sapir  
Research Article | published 16 Dec 2016 PLOS ONE  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0168820  
 
Safety, Immunogenicity and Efficacy of Prime-Boost Vaccination with ChAd63 and 
MVA Encoding ME-TRAP against Plasmodium falciparum Infection in Adults in 
Senegal  
Victorine A. Mensah, Aly Gueye, Magatte Ndiaye, Nick J. Edwards, Danny Wright, Nicholas A. 
Anagnostou, Massamba Syll, Amy Ndaw, Annie Abiola, Carly Bliss, Jules-François Gomis, Ines 
Petersen, Caroline Ogwang, Tandakha Dieye, Nicola K. Viebig, Alison M. Lawrie, Rachel Roberts, 
Alfredo Nicosia, Babacar Faye, Oumar Gaye, Odile Leroy, Egeruan B. Imoukhuede, Katie J. 
Ewer, Philip Bejon, Adrian V. S. Hill, Badara Cisse, MVVC group  
Research Article | published 15 Dec 2016 PLOS ONE  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0167951  
 
Effect of Influenza Vaccination of Children on Infection Rate in Hutterite 
Communities: Follow-Up Study of a Randomized Trial  
Biao Wang, Margaret L. Russell, Lorraine Moss, Kevin Fonseca, David J. D. Earn, Fred Aoki, 
Gregory Horsman, Paul Van Caeseele, Khami Chokani, Mark Vooght, Lorne Babiuk, Richard 
Webby, Stephen D. Walter, Mark Loeb  
Research Article | published 15 Dec 2016 PLOS ONE  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0167281  
 
Impact and Effectiveness of 10 and 13-Valent Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccines on 
Hospitalization and Mortality in Children Aged Less than 5 Years in Latin American 
Countries: A Systematic Review  
Lucia Helena de Oliveira, Luiz Antonio B. Camacho, Evandro S. F. Coutinho, Martha S. Martinez-
Silveira, Ana Flavia Carvalho, Cuauhtemoc Ruiz-Matus, Cristiana M. Toscano  
Research Article | published 12 Dec 2016 PLOS ONE  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0166736  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 17 December 2016]  
Social Sciences - Psychological and Cognitive Sciences:  
Childhood poverty and adult psychological well-being  

http://www.plosntds.org/
http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0168820
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0168820
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0168820
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0167951
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0167951
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0167951
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0167951
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0167281
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0167281
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0167281
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0166736
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0166736
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0166736
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0166736
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/12/07/1604756114.full
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Gary W. Evans 
PNAS 2016 ; published ahead of print December 12, 2016, doi:10.1073/pnas.1604756114  
Significance 
Childhood poverty in a prospective, longitudinal design is linked to deficits in adult memory; 
greater psychological distress, including a behavioral marker of helplessness; and elevated 
levels of chronic physiological stress. These findings extend prior cross-sectional data during 
childhood and are largely parallel to existing life course work on physical health sequelae of 
childhood poverty.  
Abstract 
Childhood disadvantage has repeatedly been linked to adult physical morbidity and mortality. 
We show in a prospective, longitudinal design that childhood poverty predicts 
multimethodological indices of adult (24 y of age) psychological well-being while holding 
constant similar childhood outcomes assessed at age 9. Adults from low-income families 
manifest more allostatic load, an index of chronic physiological stress, higher levels of 
externalizing symptoms (e.g., aggression) but not internalizing symptoms (e.g., depression), 
and more helplessness behaviors. In addition, childhood poverty predicts deficits in adult short-
term spatial memory.  
 
Sackler Colloquium on Coupled Human and Environmental Systems - Biological Sciences - 
Sustainability Science:  
Alternative stable states and the sustainability of forests, grasslands, and 
agriculture  
Kirsten A. Henderson, Chris T. Bauch, and Madhur Anand 
PNAS 2016 ; published ahead of print December 12, 2016, doi:10.1073/pnas.1604987113  
Abstract 
Endangered forest–grassland mosaics interspersed with expanding agriculture and silviculture 
occur across many parts of the world, including the southern Brazilian highlands. This natural 
mosaic ecosystem is thought to reflect alternative stable states driven by threshold responses of 
recruitment to fire and moisture regimes. The role of adaptive human behavior in such systems 
remains understudied, despite its pervasiveness and the fact that such ecosystems can exhibit 
complex dynamics. We develop a nonlinear mathematical model of coupled human–
environment dynamics in mosaic systems and social processes regarding conservation and 
economic land valuation. Our objective is to better understand how the coupled dynamics 
respond to changes in ecological and social conditions. The model is parameterized with 
southern Brazilian data on mosaic ecology, land-use profits, and questionnaire results 
concerning landowner preferences and conservation values. We find that the mosaic presently 
resides at a crucial juncture where relatively small changes in social conditions can generate a 
wide variety of possible outcomes, including complete loss of mosaics; large-amplitude, long-
term oscillations between land states that preclude ecosystem stability; and conservation of the 
mosaic even to the exclusion of agriculture/silviculture. In general, increasing the time horizon 
used for conservation decision making is more likely to maintain mosaic stability. In contrast, 
increasing the inherent conservation value of either forests or grasslands is more likely to 
induce large oscillations—especially for forests—due to feedback from rarity-based conservation 
decisions. Given the potential for complex dynamics, empirically grounded nonlinear dynamical 
models should play a larger role in policy formulation for human–environment mosaic 
ecosystems.  
 
Biological Sciences - Agricultural Sciences - Social Sciences - Sustainability Science:  
Can sub-Saharan Africa feed itself?  
Martin K. van Ittersum, Lenny G. J. van Bussel, Joost Wolf, Patricio Grassini, Justin van Wart,  

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/12/07/1604987113.full
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/12/07/1604987113.full
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/12/07/1610359113.full
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Nicolas Guilpart, Lieven Claessens, Hugo de Groot, Keith Wiebe, Daniel Mason-D’Croz, Haishun 
Yang, Hendrik Boogaard, Pepijn A. J. van Oort, Marloes P. van Loon, Kazuki Saito, Ochieng 
Adimo, Samuel Adjei-Nsiah, Alhassane Agali, Abdullahi Bala, Regis Chikowo, Kayuki Kaizzi, 
Mamoutou Kouressy, Joachim H. J. R. Makoi, Korodjouma Ouattara, Kindie Tesfaye, and 
Kenneth G. Cassman 
PNAS 2016 ; published ahead of print December 12, 2016, doi:10.1073/pnas.1610359113  
Significance 
The question whether sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) can be self-sufficient in cereals by 2050 is of 
global relevance. Currently, SSA is amongst the (sub)continents with the largest gap between 
cereal consumption and production, whereas its projected tripling demand between 2010 and 
2050 is much greater than in other continents. We show that nearly complete closure of the 
gap between current farm yields and yield potential is needed to maintain the current level of 
cereal self-sufficiency (approximately 80%) by 2050. For all countries, such yield gap closure 
requires a large, abrupt acceleration in rate of yield increase. If this acceleration is not 
achieved, massive cropland expansion with attendant biodiversity loss and greenhouse gas 
emissions or vast import dependency are to be expected.  
Abstract 
Although global food demand is expected to increase 60% by 2050 compared with 2005/2007, 
the rise will be much greater in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). Indeed, SSA is the region at greatest 
food security risk because by 2050 its population will increase 2.5-fold and demand for cereals 
approximately triple, whereas current levels of cereal consumption already depend on 
substantial imports. At issue is whether SSA can meet this vast increase in cereal demand 
without greater reliance on cereal imports or major expansion of agricultural area and 
associated biodiversity loss and greenhouse gas emissions. Recent studies indicate that the 
global increase in food demand by 2050 can be met through closing the gap between current 
farm yield and yield potential on existing cropland. Here, however, we estimate it will not be 
feasible to meet future SSA cereal demand on existing production area by yield gap closure 
alone. Our agronomically robust yield gap analysis for 10 countries in SSA using location-
specific data and a spatial upscaling approach reveals that, in addition to yield gap closure, 
other more complex and uncertain components of intensification are also needed, i.e., 
increasing cropping intensity (the number of crops grown per 12 mo on the same field) and 
sustainable expansion of irrigated production area. If intensification is not successful and 
massive cropland land expansion is to be avoided, SSA will depend much more on imports of 
cereals than it does today.  
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 31 - Issue 6 - December 2016 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 93, Pages 1-226 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/93 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 9 Issue 17 December 2016  
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/93
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
November/December 2016; 131 (6)  
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
December 2016; 26 (14)  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: General 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 35 Issue 17 December 2016  
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 17 December 2016]  
[No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
Recently Published Articles - November 
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
October 2016  Volume 36, Issue 10  Pages 1827–2027 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2016.36.issue-10/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 9, 2016 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
16 December 2016  Vol 354, Issue 6318 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 

http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2016.36.issue-10/issuetoc
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6318/1372
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U.S. seafood import restriction presents opportunity and risk 
By Rob Williams, Matthew G. Burgess, Erin Ashe, Steven D. Gaines, Randall R. Reeves 
Science16 Dec 2016 : 1372-1374 Restricted Access 
Marine mammal protections require increased global capacity 
Summary 
On 1 January 2017, the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will 
enact a new rule (1) requiring countries exporting seafood to the United States to demonstrate 
that their fisheries comply with the U.S. Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). The United 
States is the world's largest seafood importer (2); the MMPA is among the world's strongest 

marine mammal protection laws; and most of the world's ∼125 marine mammal species are 
affected by fisheries bycatch (accidental entanglement in fishing gear) (3). This regulation could 
thus have significant conservation benefits, potentially spilling over to other areas of marine 
governance, if it is accompanied by substantial investments to boost scientific and compliance 
capacity in developing countries. Otherwise, it risks having little effect besides inflicting 
economic hardship on already poor communities. 
 
A global map of roadless areas and their conservation status 
By Pierre L. Ibisch, Monika T. Hoffmann, Stefan Kreft, Guy Pe’er, Vassiliki Kati, Lisa Biber-
Freudenberger, Dominick A. DellaSala, Mariana M. Vale, Peter R. Hobson, Nuria Selva 
Science16 Dec 2016 : 1423-1427 Restricted Access 
   Roads have fragmented the vast majority of Earth’s terrestrial environment. 
Editor’s Summary 
Too many roads 
Roads have done much to help humanity spread across the planet and maintain global 
movement and trade. However, roads also damage wild areas and rapidly contribute to habitat 
degradation and species loss. Ibisch et al. cataloged the world's roads. Though most of the 
world is not covered by roads, it is fragmented by them, with only 7% of land patches created 
by roads being greater than 100 km2. Furthermore, environmental protection of roadless areas 
is insufficient, which could lead to further degradation of the world's remaining wildernesses. 
Abstract 
Roads fragment landscapes and trigger human colonization and degradation of ecosystems, to 
the detriment of biodiversity and ecosystem functions. The planet’s remaining large and 
ecologically important tracts of roadless areas sustain key refugia for biodiversity and provide 
globally relevant ecosystem services. Applying a 1-kilometer buffer to all roads, we present a 
global map of roadless areas and an assessment of their status, quality, and extent of coverage 
by protected areas. About 80% of Earth’s terrestrial surface remains roadless, but this area is 
fragmented into ~600,000 patches, more than half of which are <1 square kilometer and only 
7% of which are larger than 100 square kilometers. Global protection of ecologically valuable 
roadless areas is inadequate. International recognition and protection of roadless areas is 
urgently needed to halt their continued loss. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 170, Pages 1-254 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/170 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 17 December 2016]  

http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6318/1372
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6318/1372
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6318/1423
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6318/1423
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/170
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
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[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2017   Volume 15, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2017 
  Laws and programs designed to benefit vulnerable groups, such as the disabled or people of 
color, often end up benefiting all of society. From affirmative action to wheelchair friendly 
sidewalks, examples all around us show that investing in equity isn’t a zero-sum game. That’s 
the message of the cover story in the winter 2017 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review, 
“The Curb-Cut Effect,” by Angela Glover Blackwell. 
 [Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 8, Issue 12 (December 2016) 
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/10 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
TORTURE Journal 
Volume 26, Nr. 2, 2016 
http://www.irct.org/Default.aspx?ID=5768 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
November-December, 2016   Volume 14, Issue 6  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
Articles in Press 
Refugees and antimicrobial resistance: A systematic review 
Allard Willem de Smalen, Hatem Ghorab, Moataz Abd El Ghany, Grant A. Hill-Cawthorne 
Publication stage: In Press Accepted Manuscript 
Preview 
There is a large increase in the numbers of refugees and asylum seekers worldwide and a lack 
of data on the carriage of antimicrobial resistance in refugee/asylum seeking groups. 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
December 2016  Volume 21, Issue 12  Pages 1489–1611 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2016.21.issue-12/issuetoc 
Editorial 
Predictable threats to public health through delaying universal access to innovative 
medicines for hepatitis C: a pharmaceutical standpoint (pages 1490–1495) 
Raffaella Ravinetto, Anja De Weggheleire, Thomas P.C. Dorlo, Sven Francque, An Sokkab, 
Corinne Pouget, Bruno Meessen, Patricia Tabernero, Paul N. Newton and Lut Lynen 
Version of Record online: 17 OCT 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/tmi.12784 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIII No. 3 2016  October 2016  

https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2017
http://www.ssir.org/articles/entry/the_curb_cut_effect
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/10
http://www.irct.org/Default.aspx?ID=5768
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/article/S1477-8939(16)30202-2/fulltext
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2016.21.issue-12/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.12784/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.12784/full
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http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
   At the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Development (Habitat III), to 
be held in Quito, Ecuador, from 17 to 20 October 2016, world leaders will discuss and agree on 
ways to address the pressing issues faced by cities today and in the years to come.  This issue 
of the UN Chronicle, under the theme “Human Habits, Human Habitats”, provides a variety of 
perspectives on sustainable urbanization and the future of human settlements. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 12, Issue 1, 2017  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
Article 
Coping abilities and social support of Myanmar teenage refugees in Malaysia 
Pages: 71-80 
Published online: 03 Dec 2016 
Jin Kuan Kok, Mah Ngee Lee & Sew Kim Low 
 
Article 
A qualitative analysis of parental loss and family separation among youth in post-
conflict Liberia 
Pages: 1-16 
Published online: 03 Dec 2016 
Elizabeth J. Levey, Claire E. Oppenheim, Brittany C. L. Lange, Naomi S. Plasky, Benjamin L. 
Harris, G. Gondah Lekpeh, Isaac Kekulah, David C. Henderson & Christina P. C. Borba 
 
Article 
How formative research can improve the effects of household economic 
strengthening programs for children 
Pages: 46-57 
Published online: 11 Oct 2016 
Kelly Keehan Cheung, Diana Duff Rutherford & Holly McClain Burke 
 
Article 
The context and process of pediatric HIV disclosure 
Pages: 58-70 
Published online: 28 Oct 2016 
Angela Odiachi 
ABSTRACT 
This qualitative study sought to elicit the context and process of disclosure to children living 
with HIV (CLHIV) on antiretroviral treatment in Nigeria. The study, nested in a larger study, 
involved detailed interviews with 15 parent/caregivers of children ≥6 years, who had been told 
they were living with HIV. Most children were disclosed to at home by their parents/caregivers. 
The common reason for disclosure was related to the children taking their drugs. Disclosure 
was mostly unplanned and a one-off event, even when it was the healthcare worker who 
disclosed. The conversation about the child’s HIV status took place in private between the child 
and parent(s)/caregiver. Where several children were living with HIV in the family, 
parents/caregivers would usually disclose to the children at the same time, rather than 
individually. Children’s reaction to disclosure ranged from no reaction to shock and crying. Some 
parents felt they did not have the right skills to disclose. The disclosure decision model provides 
some insight into the disclosure process. 

http://unchronicle.un.org/
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17450128.2016.1263774
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Kok%2C+Jin+Kuan
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Lee%2C+Mah+Ngee
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Low%2C+Sew+Kim
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17450128.2016.1262978
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17450128.2016.1262978
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Levey%2C+Elizabeth+J
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Oppenheim%2C+Claire+E
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Lange%2C+Brittany+C+L
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Plasky%2C+Naomi+S
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Harris%2C+Benjamin+L
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Harris%2C+Benjamin+L
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Lekpeh%2C+G+Gondah
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Kekulah%2C+Isaac
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Henderson%2C+David+C
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Borba%2C+Christina+P+C
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17450128.2016.1238530
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17450128.2016.1238530
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Cheung%2C+Kelly+Keehan
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Rutherford%2C+Diana+Duff
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Burke%2C+Holly+McClain
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17450128.2016.1247220
http://www.tandfonline.com/author/Odiachi%2C+Angela


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
Article 
A qualitative analysis of savings and internal lending communities in Haiti – do they 
make a difference? 
Pages: 81-89 
Published online: 14 Dec 2016 
Lisa Parker, Kednel Francois, Olbeg Desinor, Toni Cela & Karen G. Fleischman Foreit 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°81 - September 2016 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/81/ 
September 2016 
World Heritage and Urban Heritage  
Cities are among the most quickly evolving environments on the planet. Over half of the world’s 
population lives in cities today, and knowing how to manage these urban areas as they grow, 
so that we can both cherish our history and yet help them to ...  
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