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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across 
these broad themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this 
regard. This is not intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Human Rights – Conflict – Humanitarian Crises 
 
Human rights under increasing attack worldwide  
Human Rights Day – Saturday 10 December 2016 
GENEVA (9 December 2014) – Speaking ahead of Human Rights Day on Saturday 10 
December, the largest body of independent experts of the United Nations Human Rights 
system* urges all Governments around the world to stand up for human rights.  
 
“The greatest achievement of the international community since the end of World War II has 
been the construction of an international human rights system based upon the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights which was adopted 68 years ago. 
 
Since that time, enormous strides have been made in establishing universal standards, 
encouraging the very widespread domestic adoption of those standards, and in effectively 
defending the rights of groups and individuals who are under threat in their own societies.   
But today, a chill wind is blowing through much of the world and the very notion of human 
rights is under increasing attack. So-called populist movements are invoking nationalism and 
traditionalism to justify racist, xenophobic, sexist, homophobic and other forms of blatant 
discrimination, taking advantage also of the difficulties of the current economic climate. 
 
Hate speech aiming to incite violence, hostility, and discrimination is dramatically on the rise, as 
is violence against women, children, ethnic, religious or belief groups, persons with disabilities, 
sexual minorities, migrant and many other groups. Inequality is growing dramatically and 
democratic institutions are being systematically undermined. 
 
More and more, governments are turning to increasingly intrusive technologies which 
systematically embed and exploit means of mass surveillance which threaten a whole range of 
fundamental human rights.  
 
In many parts of the world these assaults on human rights are being reinforced by attacks on 
the human rights movement. 
 
The space for civil society, without which there can be no enduring and meaningful respect for 
rights, has been effectively closed down by many governments. International treaties, such as 
the International Criminal Court Statute, are being denounced, funding for human rights bodies 
is shrinking, attacks on the integrity of monitoring mechanisms are increasing, and any form of 
international solidarity is rejected as a threat to national interests.   
 
As the United Nations’ largest body of independent human rights experts, we call upon 
governments to recognize that a world which repudiates fundamental human rights values, 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21009&LangID=E
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retreats from established standards, and undermines international human rights institutions, is 
a world which will be less secure, more vulnerable to devastating conflicts, and utterly incapable 
of protecting the rights of vast numbers of people who do not happen to look or think like those 
in power.   
 
Human Rights Day 2016 represents a watershed moment when all of us will need to stand up 
and be counted if the huge achievements of the past 68 years are to be protected and 
advanced.” 
(*) Check the list of endorsing experts: 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/SP/Listofmandates_mandate_holders.docx 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Statement of the President of the International Criminal Court, Judge Silvia 
Fernández de Gurmendi, on the occasion of Human Rights Day, 10 December 2016 
Tomorrow, the International Criminal Court joins the rest of the world in marking Human Rights 
Day, which commemorates the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on 10 
December 1948.  
 
The theme of this year's Human Rights Day is "Stand up for someone's human rights today". It 
is an important message. The effective protection of human rights requires that we look not 
only after our own rights and interests, but also those of others, in particular the most 
vulnerable.  
 
The International Criminal Court embodies the commitment of nations from all continents to 
protect all victims against genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. In the first place, 
such crimes are investigated and prosecuted by States, but if they cannot or will not do so, it is 
the ICC's task to step in. 
 
The Court has made significant achievements since 2002 in prosecuting crimes that are an 
affront to human rights such as the use of child soldiers, sexual violence in conflict, attacks on 
civilians and the destruction of cultural property.  
 
Victims are at the heart of the ICC's work. They can participate in the Court's proceedings with 
the assistance of legal aid and they have the right to request reparations for the harm they 
have suffered. The Trust Fund for Victims associated with the ICC has assisted more than three 
hundred thousand victims with physical and psychological rehabilitation as well as material 
support. 
 
The ICC is central to the global system for the protection of human rights, and victims around 
the world look to it in hope of justice. But its reach is not yet universal, as many States are yet 
to ratify the Rome Statute, its founding treaty. More support is needed, so that one day all 
people may enjoy the same protection of the law. Meanwhile, the Court's work continues, day 
in, day out, with investigations, trials, appeals and reparations, standing up against impunity, in 
defense of human rights. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/SP/Listofmandates_mandate_holders.docx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=161209-stat-pres-hrd
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=161209-stat-pres-hrd
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We provide excerpts of the full reports on a number of extraordinary actions taken by the 
Security Council and General Assembly last week. 
 
General Assembly Demands Immediate End to Hostilities in Syria, as Speakers Decry 
Security Council’s Continuing Impotence 
9 December 2016  
GA/11871 
Exposing deep rifts between its 193 members, the General Assembly voted today to adopt a 
resolution demanding an immediate end to all hostilities in Syria, as speakers decried the 
Security Council’s continued impotence on a situation that threatened to become “the shame of 
our time”. 
 
By the terms of the resolution on the situation in Syria — introduced by the representative of 
Canada as its main co-sponsor and later adopted by a recorded vote of 122 in favour to 
13 against with 36 abstentions — the Assembly expressed outrage at the recent escalation of 
violence, particularly in Aleppo, and demanded an immediate and complete end to all attacks on 
civilians and civilian objects and to all sieges throughout the country. 
 
Further demanding unconditional humanitarian access and action by all warring parties to 
protect civilians, the Assembly stressed that the primary responsibility for such protection lay 
with the Syrian authorities.  Reaffirming its support for a credible, inclusive and non-sectarian 
Syrian-led political process, it urged the Security Council to further exercise its responsibility for 
the maintenance of international peace and security by addressing the crisis. 
 
“I invite you to put yourself in the shoes of the people of Syria,” said Canada’s representative as 
he introduced the text.  Without action, Syria would soon become a giant graveyard, as food 
supplies had been exhausted and families were now eating grass and garbage to survive, he 
said.  Today’s draft was a not a solution, but an important statement that the lives of Syrians 
were a priority and that “the world will not stay silent while they suffer”… 
 
::::::: 
 
Security Council Narrowly Adopts Procedural Vote to Authorize Discussion on 
Human Rights Situation in Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
9 December 2016  
SC/12615 
In discussing human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Security Council 
risked disturbing the situation in that country, some delegates warned today following a 
procedural vote that narrowly approved a meeting on that subject. 
 
::::::: 
 
Responding to Current Humanitarian Crises, General Assembly Adopts Texts 
Aimed at Alleviating Suffering of Millions, Protecting Civilians, Aid Workers 
8 December 2016  
GA/11870 
Tasked with addressing and alleviating the largest scale of human suffering — 130 million 
dependent on aid for survival — since the founding of the United Nations, the General Assembly 
took up a plethora of humanitarian issues today, adopting five resolutions on a sector whose 
workers were increasingly in demand and danger. 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11871.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11871.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12615.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12615.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11870.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11870.doc.htm
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Based on the texts, which were adopted without a vote, the Assembly condemned in the 
strongest terms possible all attacks on aid workers and urged States to prevent and prosecute 
acts of sexual and gender-based violence in humanitarian emergencies.  It also urged donors to 
continue aid flows to the Palestinian people and urged Member States to take action to prepare 
for the effects of climate change and natural disasters.  The Assembly also decided to designate 
26 April International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day, to be observed every year 
beginning in 2017. 
 
Taking up draft resolutions pertaining to crisis and emergency situations, the Assembly, by one 
titled “Safety and security of humanitarian personnel and protection of United Nations 
personnel”, stressed the importance of continuing close consultations with host Governments 
and the obligation to protect medical personnel and hospitals.  Prior to adopting that text as a 
whole, the Assembly held two recorded votes on proposed amendments (documents A/71/L.36 
and A/71/L.37).  Introduced by the delegation of Sudan, they would have, respectively, 
replaced, in preambular paragraph 26, references to the Rome Statute and International 
Criminal Court, as well as delete operative paragraph 7, which called upon all States to consider 
becoming parties to those instruments. 
 
The Assembly urged Member States to prevent, investigate and prosecute acts of sexual and 
gender-based violence in humanitarian emergencies, by a draft on “Strengthening of the 
coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance to the United Nations”.  It also urged them 
to continue to seek and prosecute violations and abuses against children in humanitarian 
emergencies.  By the draft resolution “International cooperation on humanitarian assistance in 
the field of natural disasters, from relief to development”, the Assembly urged Member States 
to develop, update and strengthen early warning systems, disaster preparedness and risk 
reduction measures. 
 
The Assembly, by a draft on “Assistance to the Palestinian people”, urged Member States, 
international financial institutions and regional organizations to extend economic and social 
assistance to the Palestinian people.  It also stressed the role of all funding instruments in 
directly assisting the Palestinian people and called on international donors to expedite the 
delivery of pledged assistance in order to help the Palestinian people meet their urgent needs. 
 
…The Assembly took up the following reports: safety and security of humanitarian personnel 
and protection of United Nations personnel (document A/71/395); strengthening of the 
coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations (document A/71/82); 
international cooperation on humanitarian assistance in the field of natural disasters, from relief 
to development (document A/71/329); Central Emergency Response Fund 
(document A/71/336); outcome of the World Humanitarian Summit (document A/71/353); 
assistance to the Palestinian people (document A/71/87); a new approach to cholera in Haiti 
(document A/71/620); and optimizing the international effort to study, mitigate and minimize 
the consequences of the Chernobyl disaster (document A/71/411).  Also before the Assembly 
was a letter dated 7 December 2016 from the Chair of the Committee on Conferences 
addressed to the President of the General Assembly (document A/71/382/Add.1)… 
 
::::::: 
 
Security Council Fails to Adopt Draft Resolution to End Attacks on Aleppo as Two 
Permanent Members Cast Veto 
5 December 2016  
SC/12609 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/395
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/82
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/329
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/336
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/353
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/87
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/620
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/411
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/71/382/Add.1
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12609.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12609.doc.htm
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Following vetoes wielded by China and the Russian Federation, the Security Council today failed 
to adopt a draft resolution that would have had all parties in Syria end attacks on the city of 
Aleppo within 24 hours.  The proposed cessation of hostilities would have lasted at least one 
week and would have demanded immediate safe access to all areas for humanitarian 
assistance. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Joint statement on Aleppo: 7 December 2016 
Press release 
Joint statement from the leaders of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, the United 
Kingdom and the United States on the situation in Aleppo: 
“A humanitarian disaster is taking place before our very eyes. Some 200,000 civilians, including 
many children, in eastern Aleppo are cut off from food and medicine supplies. Aleppo is being 
subjected to daily bombings and artillery attacks by the Syrian regime, supported by Russia and 
Iran. Hospitals and schools have not been spared. Rather, they appear to be the targets of 
attack in an attempt to wear people down. The images of dying children are heart breaking. We 
condemn the actions of the Syrian regime and its foreign backers, especially Russia, for their 
obstruction of humanitarian aid, and strongly condemn the Syrian regime’s attacks that have 
devastated civilians and medical facilities and use of barrel bombs and chemical weapons. 
 
The urgent need now is for an immediate ceasefire to allow the United Nations to get 
humanitarian assistance to people in eastern Aleppo and to provide humanitarian relief to those 
who have fled eastern Aleppo. The opposition have agreed the UN’s 4-point plan for Aleppo. 
The regime needs to agree the plan too. We call on the Syrian regime to do this urgently to 
alleviate the dire situation in Aleppo; and call on Russia and Iran to use their influence to help 
make this happen. 
 
We urge all parties in Syria to adhere to international humanitarian law, including the Geneva 
Conventions. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has spoken about war crimes being committed 
in Syria. There must not be impunity for those responsible. We call on the UN to investigate 
respective reports and gather evidence to hold the perpetrators of war crimes to account. We 
are ready to consider additional restrictive measures against individuals and entities that act for 
or on behalf of the Syrian regime. 
 
At the same time, Russia is blocking the UN Security Council, which is therefore unable to do its 
work and put an end to the atrocities. The regime’s refusal to engage in a serious political 
process also highlights the unwillingness of both Russia and Iran to work for a political solution 
despite their assurances to the contrary. We support the efforts of the UN Special Envoy de 
Mistura to resume the political process through negotiations. Only a political settlement can 
bring peace for people in Syria.” 
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
 
UN OCHA allocates $58 million to support 3 million people with life-saving 
assistance in Yemen  
   Sana’a, December 8, 2016 – The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) has allocated a total of $58 million through the Humanitarian Pooled Fund for 
life-saving activities across Yemen. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-on-aleppo-7-december-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/un-ocha-allocates-58-million-support-3-million-people-life-saving-assistance-yemen-enar
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/un-ocha-allocates-58-million-support-3-million-people-life-saving-assistance-yemen-enar
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   With a staggering 18.8 million people in need of humanitarian assistance, including 10.3 
million in acute need, the people of Yemen continue to suffer as a result of 19 months of 
conflict. More than three million people have been displaced and basic service provision is 
collapsing. Only 45 per cent of health facilities are currently functioning, and hunger is gripping 
over 14 million people, half of whom do not know where their next meal will come from. 
Malnutrition has soared by over 60 percent since late 2015, affecting over three million people, 
including 460,000 severely malnourished children under five. 
   The Humanitarian Pooled Fund will help address this devastating situation through the 
financing of 31 projects in the sectors of nutrition, food, water, sanitation, and health targeting 
a total of 3 million people. The projects target the most vulnerable people in need of assistance 
in 15 priority governorates across the country, including under-served governorates such as 
Shabwah, Dhamar, Al-Jawf and Marib. 
   Nine national NGOs ($7 million), fifteen international NGOs ($28 million) and six UN agencies 
($23 million) will implement the projects. In line with OCHA’s commitments to the outcomes of 
the World Humanitarian Summit, nine local responders are being supported through direct 
funding and a total of $3.8 million will be sub-granted to 28 national NGOs. Trainings and other 
capacity building are included in the support to national NGOs…. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
UNHCR calls for stronger EU action on refugees  
5 Dec 2016 
n a paper presented to the European Union (EU) today, UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, called 
for a far-reaching reform of Europe’s global engagement with refugees, including the European 
asylum system. UNHCR called on Europe to offer more strategic and targeted support to 
countries of origin, asylum and transit of refugees, to review its contingency preparations to 
respond to large refugee and migrant arrivals, and to put in place a more efficient and better 
managed asylum system. It also asked for greater investment by EU Member States in the 
integration of refugees, including housing, employment and language training. 
 
“Last year, Europe failed to implement a collective, managed response to the challenges posed 
by the arrival of over a million refugees and migrants,” said UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees Filippo Grandi. “This resulted in scenes of chaos at borders, leading to a breakdown in 
the public’s trust in the capacity of governments to manage the situation and playing into the 
hands of those who wanted to turn refugees into scapegoats. It is important that EU Member 
States show, through collective action, that Europe is capable of engaging effectively and in a 
principled manner with refugee movements, helping to stabilize refugee flows over the long 
term through more strategic external engagement - while at the same time, continuing to 
welcome refugees in Europe.” 
 
UNHCR’s paper “Better Protecting Refugees in the EU and Globally” sets out a practical vision 
for how this could be achieved both within the EU and globally. Among its main proposals are 
targeted measures to address the reasons why refugees are fleeing and moving onwards, 
increased safe pathways for refugees to Europe, and a simplified asylum system that would 
identify, register and process arrivals swiftly and efficiently and would go a long way to restore 
public trust. 
 
“This is now the moment for a new vision for Europe’s engagement with the global refugee 
crisis,” said Grandi “drawing on its history of tolerance, openness and based on protection 
principles, but also with a pragmatic and practical approach. History has demonstrated that 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2016/12/58453b614/unhcr-calls-stronger-eu-action-refugees.html
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Europe is stronger when it addresses its challenges together; and I firmly believe that this is still 
possible today.” 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Joint statement: Everyone wounded or sick during armed conflict has the right to 
health care 
Published: 9 December 2016 
   On the occasion of International Human Rights Day, we, the undersigned organizations, 
speak out in support of the Health Care in Danger initiative. We forcefully renew our call for 
wounded and sick people’s right to health care during armed conflict to be respected and 
protected, and for attacks on health personnel and facilities to stop.   
 
Specifically, we call for action by the States party to the Geneva Conventions, whose rules seek 
to limit the way wars are fought and to protect people wounded in conflict. One year ago today 
those States gathered in Geneva for the 32nd International Conference of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent. By adopting Resolution 4, “Health Care in Danger: Continuing to protect the 
delivery of health care together”, they reiterated their strong commitment to protecting the 
wounded and sick, health-care personnel and facilities, and medical transports. 
 
We also appeal to the member States of the United Nations Security Council, who have echoed 
the commitment expressed in Resolution 4, and who, in May 2016, adopted Resolution 2286 on 
the protection of health care in armed conflict. 
 
Despite these commitments, attacks on health-care services continue relentlessly. 
 
In Syria: so far in 2016, the World Health Organization has recorded over 120 attacks on health 
facilities. This is in addition to the 135 attacks recorded in 2015 and 93 in 2014. In spite of the 
current escalation of fighting and people’s desperate circumstances, only one of eastern 
Aleppo's nine hospitals remains fully functional, and four are completely out of service. Medical 
staff are exhausted and stocks severely depleted. Western Aleppo has not been spared the 
indiscriminate violence either, and hospitals there are struggling to cope with the ongoing influx 
of patients.  
 
In Yemen: since the current conflict began in 2015, over 160 attacks on hospitals, clinics and 
medical personnel have been reported to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 
Less than half of the country’s health-care facilities are still operational. On average, 20 people 
– men, women and children – die every day, many from treatable wounds and curable illnesses, 
because the right drugs are not available and the hospitals are not functioning. 
 
In Iraq: this past year, hospitals and other health facilities have been damaged, destroyed and 
looted, preventing civilians from getting medical services in the provinces severely affected by 
the conflict. In some areas, more than 45% of health professionals have fled since 2014. 
Medical vehicles have been obstructed on their way to health facilities, and in some cases  
misused by attackers. Symbols of medical protection and assistance have been desecrated. 
 
Afghanistan, Libya, South Sudan – the list goes on. Attacks against patients and health-care 
workers treating the wounded and sick during armed conflict are one of the most appalling acts 
challenging our common humanity. As a result of this violence, countless people are killed or 
maimed; pregnant women in labour cannot get to hospital in time because ambulances are 

http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/joint-statement-everyone-wounded-or-sick-during-armed-conflict-has-the-right-to-health-care/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/joint-statement-everyone-wounded-or-sick-during-armed-conflict-has-the-right-to-health-care/
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targeted on their way to collect them; elderly people suffering from chronic diseases cannot 
receive treatment; children cannot be vaccinated. Premature babies have to be removed from 
incubators after air strikes on the hospital, doctors are forced to watch their patients die 
because they have run out of medicines to treat them. Patients and their families, health-care 
workers and entire communities are paying a terrible price. This must end. Wars have rules. 
 
States must act on their commitments now and stop this violence. 
 
We urge those involved in ongoing conflicts to safeguard hospitals and other civilian 
infrastructure and protect them from the hostilities. Governments with influence over the 
warring parties should pressure them to fulfil their obligations under international humanitarian 
law. 
 
Parties to conflict must respect the sanctity of medical facilities and the ethical obligation of 
health personnel to treat all patients, irrespective of who they are. They must allow medical 
supplies to reach their destination and people in need of care to reach medical facilities. 
They should carry out full, prompt, impartial and independent investigations into any incidents 
preventing the safe delivery of health care. 
 
They should urge their military forces to incorporate precautionary measures to protect 
wounded and sick people and health-care personnel, facilities and vehicles when planning and 
carrying out military operations. 
 
They should promote awareness of, and compliance with, international humanitarian law and 
international human rights law. In collaboration with the relevant institutions, they should 
disseminate the Ethical Principles of Health Care in Times of Armed Conflict and Other 
Emergencies among the general public and the armed forces. 
 
There are limits to how wars are fought. Everyone, whether wounded or sick, has the right to 
health care. Even in conflict. 
 
List of signatories 
Doctors Without Borders 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations 
International Committee on Military Medicine 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
International Council of Nurses 
International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
International Hospital Federation 
World Confederation for Physical Therapy 
World Federation for Medical Education 
World Medical Association 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
PEOPLE ON WAR – PERSPECTIVES FROM 16 COUNTRIES 
ICRC 
December 2016 : 2 0pages 
PDF: https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/31194/people_on_war_report.pdf 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/people-on-war
https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/31194/people_on_war_report.pdf
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Between June and September 2016, over 17,000 people in 16 countries were asked about their 
views on a range of issues relating to war. The survey was carried out by WIN/Gallup 
International and their partners in the respective countries. Some of the exact questions as 
asked in the survey are reproduced in the following pages, alongside infographics showing the 
breakdown of the respondents' responses. A number of the same questions were also 
asked in the last People in War survey, which was conducted almost 20 years ago in 1999, 
enabling some comparisons over time to be made. 
 
KEY FINDINGS 
:: People living in countries affected by war believe the law matters. Over two thirds of all 
respondents think it still makes sense to impose limits on war. Almost half of those surveyed in 
conflict-affected countries still believe the Geneva Conventions prevent wars from getting 
worse. 
 
:: The survey results highlight that violence against health care is unacceptable. Over three 
quarters of those surveyed believe that attacking hospitals, ambulances and health-care 
workers is wrong. 
 
:: Compared to 1999, there is a higher degree of acceptance amongst people living in the P5 
countries and Switzerland that the death of civilians in conflict zones is an inevitable part of 
war. 
 
:: Over the past two decades, there has been a shift in public attitudes towards torture. Two 
thirds of all those surveyed in 2016 say torture is wrong. But when asked specifically about 
whether an enemy combatant can be tortured, fewer people disagree than in 1999. In addition, 
there is a significant increase in the number of people who don’t know or prefer not to answer. 
 
:: There is a disconnect between public opinion and the policies and actions of States and 
armed groups. Violations of the laws of war – including the targeting of civilians, humanitarian 
workers and hospitals – are continuing, yet the survey results clearly show that the majority of 
people understand that these practices are wrong and that civilians and health-care workers 
and facilities should be protected. 
 
CALLS TO ACTION 
:: All parties to a conflict, including non-State armed groups, are reminded of their obligations 
under international law to respect and ensure respect for human life and dignity. Support for 
parties to an armed conflict should depend on their compliance with the law. 
 
:: States and armed groups need to show greater political will to find ways to strengthen 
respect for international humanitarian law, including by holding those who violate the law to 
account. 
 
:: The denial of medical treatment to the wounded and sick in armed conflict is a violation of 
the laws of war. All parties to conflict should bear in mind that the way they behave or treat 
people, including wounded enemy fighters, matters and can impact the way in which 
communities recover once the fighting is over. 
 
:: Torture is illegal and unacceptable under any circumstances. All parties must respect the law. 
Torture is an affront to humanity and does not make our societies safer. Those who torture 
need to be prosecuted and punished. 
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:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Financial Access: Development/Disaster Response 
 
World Bank Group Doubles Coalition of Partners Committed to Universal Financial 
Access  
    Washington, DC, Dec 1, 2016 — The World Bank Group has added 16 new partners to the 
coalition of institutions that are committed to help achieve Universal Financial Access (UFA) by 
the year 2020. These new partners, in addition to the 14 that were announced at the 2015 
Spring Meetings, bring to the coalition a deep knowledge of the marketplace, a proven ability to 
innovate, and a commitment to financial inclusion as a core component of their corporate 
missions.   
   IFC, the private sector arm of the World Bank Group, hosted an event at which the new 
partners pledged their commitments. IFC is working to boost its engagement with the private 
sector to add millions of new account holders through its investment and advisory work with 
financial intermediaries and other partners. New IFC and World Bank projects are projected to 
reach 641 million unbanked adults by the year 2020, and they continue to scale up and broaden 
operations to reach 1 billion adults with transaction accounts by the year 2020. 
   “Achieving Universal Financial Access is critical to fulfilling our goals of ending extreme 
poverty and promoting shared prosperity, because it helps create opportunity for everyone to 
participate in and benefit from the global economy,” said IFC’s EVP and CEO Phillipe le Houérou 
“We are making dramatic progress. “These partnerships help us learn from each other and 
explore how to scale up successful initiatives that will increasingly benefit the large number of 
people who are financially excluded.”… 
Date: December 1, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Start Fund to test revolutionary blockchain technology in disaster response 
Start Network by Antigone Mathianaki  
07 Dec 16  
Revolutionary “blockchain” technology that could transform how the world does business is to 
be tested by the Start Network through the Start Fund, in the first ever trial of its use in rapid 
response to humanitarian crisis. 
 
The project by the Start Network will seek to harness the power of the same digital innovation 
that enabled the bitcoin, to speed up distribution of aid funding and trace exactly how it is 
spent. The ultimate aim would be to track every pound in aid, from original donor to each 
individual assisted. 
 
The attempt to develop what Blockchain enthusiasts describe as “radical transparency and 
accountability” has been made possible by a €50,000 grant from the government of Estonia, 
which is leading the world in its drive to adopt the new technology. It aims to make the delivery 
of humanitarian aid more effective, transparent and accountable. Among Blockchain 
applications that may be used are so-called “smart contracts” that reduce response times and 
transaction costs. 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/12/01/world-bank-group-doubles-coalition-of-partners-committed-to-universal-financial-access
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/12/01/world-bank-group-doubles-coalition-of-partners-committed-to-universal-financial-access
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/start-fund-test-revolutionary-blockchain-technology-disaster-response
https://startnetwork.org/start-fund
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Announcing the grant today Jüri Seilenthal, a senior official at Estonia’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, said one shortcoming of the current humanitarian system was how long it takes to 
disburse funds to agencies on the ground in a crisis. 
 
“Innovative solutions - such as digital ledgers that help outline the measures needed to 
respond, make financial decisions and share information - make the humanitarian aid system 
faster and more transparent,” said Mr Seilenthal, director-general of the ministry’s external 
economic and development cooperation department. 
 
Annemarie Poorterman, who will manage the project for Start Network, said: “We now have the 
exciting prospect of being able to provide the first clear evidence that this technology could 
transform the humanitarian system – by testing how we can put it into practice. “Start 
Network’s founding principles include transparency, accountability, decentralised decision 
making and flexibility. These are exactly the benefits that Blockchain applications could bring.” 
 
The network plans a three-stage experiment, using Blockchain to: 
   :: Support decentralised decision making by the Start Fund, a peer-reviewed emergency relief 
fund aimed at rapid response to small-to-medium-scale disasters 
   :: Trigger and speed up pay-outs, using what are known as “smart contracts” – self-executing 
arrangements that are guaranteed to deliver swiftly 
   :: Enhance transparency by developing a form of “digital ledger” for use in all Start Fund 
transactions. 
 
Blockchain’s potential to revolutionise ways of working has been likened to the early 
development of the internet. 
 
In the report - Distributed ledger technology: beyond block chain - published earlier this year 
Britain’s chief scientist, Sir Mark Walport, urged the UK government to take the lead in using 
the technology which he said had “the potential to redefine the relationship between 
government and the citizen in terms of data sharing, transparency and trust.” Banks and other 
institutions have formed consortia and set up technology research labs to investigate what it 
may mean – with some predicting less need for many of the current financial intermediaries. 
 
A report - Blockchain for the humanitarian sector - by the Digital Humanitarian Network for 
OCHA, the United Nations’ humanitarian affairs office, published this week, concluded: 
Blockchain “has the potential to transform the humanitarian sector by providing cost savings 
and traceability of information flows, and by reducing transaction times”. 
Potential uses are in information management, identification, supply chain tracking, cash 
programming and humanitarian financing. 
 
Since the technology can offer solutions to existing humanitarian challenges, it may be wise to 
begin studying its impact and experimenting with future implementation. 
Start Network began investigating the potential of Blockchain technology early this year. It will 
continue its collaboration with ConsenSys, one of the global leaders in developing decentralised 
software on the Ethereum blockchain… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/distributed-ledger-technology-blackett-review
https://app.box.com/s/3wldc121g9u9priqwkjuzcsvk3ucf77i
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Editor’s Note: 
We continue to monitor the rhetoric and analysis around the protection of cultural heritage in 
conflicts and integrating the military in providing such protection. We believe this direction 
warrants broader reflection and clearer articulation about boundaries for military action and 
associated rules of engagement. 
 
UNESCO Emphasizes Dialogue and Launches Military Manual for Cultural Heritage 
Protection 
06 December 2016  
Culture has moved to the frontline of wars and conflicts, both as collateral damage and as a 
direct target. When armed conflict, intentional destruction and looting damage or destroy 
cultural heritage, peace and security are simultaneously threatened.  Efforts to curb this 
scourge include elevating the importance of culture, heritage, and identity through dialogue and 
education, preparing in advance to minimize threats, and generating social engagement in 
valuing and protecting cultural heritage across the globe.   
 
A high-level panel on “Targeting Heritage: in search of new paradigms – save heritage through 
dialogue” was held on 5 December 2016 at UNESCO Headquarters, and explored how 
protection of cultural heritage can be strengthened through exchange and outreach.  Irina 
Bokova, UNESCO Director-General, in opening the discussion noted that “across the world 
conflicts are tearing societies and countries apart. We see a huge humanitarian crisis. But at the 
same time we see mosques, churches, temples and heritage destroyed and our traditions under 
attack. Just as culture is on the frontline of conflicts, it should be at the frontline of peace. This 
is why safeguarding culture is part of our global strategy for peace and dialogue.”  
 
Mr Abulfas Garayev, Minister of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan, in discussing 
the important role of cultural heritage protection in Azerbaijan’s sustainable development and 
foreign policies, stressed that all people have the right to access their heritage and to pass it on 
to future generations. “Cultural diversity is always the enemy of those who seek to impose a 
single world view.  Governments must have the courage to support multi-culturalism” he said.  
 
The crucial involvement of military and security forces in the protection of cultural property in 
times of conflict was highlighted, and the meeting launched the “Military Manual on Protection 
of Cultural Property”.  The Director of the UNESCO Heritage Division presented this first-of-its 
kind training tool published by UNESCO with the support of the International Institute of 
Humanitarian Law (Sanremo, Italy) and funded by the Republic of Azerbaijan. Mr Fausto Pocar, 
President of the Institute, explained the importance of training the military in the specificities of 
cultural property and referenced new regulations, conduct and curricula in this field.  He praised 
the manual for its “concrete and practical military use”, as it includes best practices, preparatory 
measures in identifying, moving, and preserving cultural objects during military operations, and 
legal resources for cultural property protection.  
 
The panel also addressed the role of education and outreach in promoting mutual 
understanding and respect, and highlighted UNESCO’s Unite4Heritage campaign targeting youth 
globally with a positive message about protecting cultural heritage and embracing cultural 
diversity.  Mr Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, United Nations Representative for the Alliance of 
Civilizations, underscored the importance of bringing these messages of culture, identity, 
diversity and dialogue to young people, noting that “it is the respect for places, objects, cultures 
and traditions that are the pillars for peace and understanding”.  The impact of international 
tourism in this connection was emphasized by Mr Jin-Yung Woo of the World Tourism 

http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-emphasizes-dialogue-and-launches-military-manual-cultural-heritage-protection
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-emphasizes-dialogue-and-launches-military-manual-cultural-heritage-protection
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002466/246633E.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002466/246633E.pdf
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Organization, who pointed to the cultural exchanges of 1.2 billion tourists experiencing heritage 
in 2015.  
 
Participants discussed how to make protection of heritage an integral part of sustainable 
strategies to foster development, peace and security.  UNESCO’s six Culture Conventions, and 
notably the 1954 Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 
Conflict and its two (1954 and 1999) Protocols are among the normative tools available to 
governments to promote and protect cultural heritage and diversity.  
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Health 
 
Gavi to support immunisation of children in Syria 
Gavi Board decisions also taken to strengthen emergency vaccine stockpiles and to accelerate 
human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine programme to protect 40 million girls against cervical 
cancer by 2020 
Press Release 
Abidjan, 8 December 2016 - Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance has announced a special commitment 
aligned with the Syrian Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) to help partners purchase vaccines 
and cold chain equipment that will protect children living in war-torn Syria from deadly 
infectious diseases.  
 
“In the absence of a political solution in Syria, and with millions lacking access to the most basic 
healthcare, we want to help vulnerable children that are now at-risk of deadly preventable 
diseases,” said Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Chair of the Gavi Board, which approved the decision 
on Thursday. 
 
The Board has pledged an annual amount of up to US$ 25 million for 2017 and 2018 for the 
procurement of vaccines and cold chain equipment through UNICEF. Partners are aiming to 
immunise around three million children under the age of five across Syria. 
 
 “Gavi stands ready to support humanitarian actors such as UNICEF, World Health Organization 
(WHO) and civil society organisation and other implementing partners. They are making 
remarkable efforts on the ground to deliver assistance, reaching millions of people despite 
significant operational constraints, security issues and funding challenges,” added Dr Okonjo-
Iweala. 
 
According to WHO and UNICEF, vaccination coverage for the most basic vaccines has 
plummeted from 80% before the current conflict to 41% in 2015, meaning millions of children 
in Syria are unvaccinated. As a result, the risk of vaccine-preventable disease mortality has 
increased and the country faces a high risk of epidemics as evidenced by recent outbreaks of 
polio, measles and meningitis.  
 
“Syria now has the fourth lowest child vaccination rate in the world,” said Dr Seth Berkley, CEO 
of Gavi. “We must ensure that vaccines reach children in Syria. This tragedy must not be 
further compounded by the needless loss of lives due to infectious diseases.”  
 
Gavi’s support will go towards vaccines against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, hepatitis 
B, Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib), polio (IPV), measles and rubella.  

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/armed-conflict-and-heritage/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/armed-conflict-and-heritage/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2016/gavi-to-support-immunisation-of-children-in-syria/
http://www.gavi.org/support/hss/cold-chain-equipment-optimisation-platform/
http://www.gavi.org/support/nvs/hepb/
http://www.gavi.org/support/nvs/hepb/
http://www.gavi.org/support/nvs/hib/
http://www.gavi.org/support/nvs/inactivated-polio-vaccine/
http://www.gavi.org/support/nvs/measles-rubella/
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Gavi operates in many of the most fragile settings, where health needs are often the greatest. 
The Gavi Board also approved a set of principles for how Gavi operates in fragile settings, in 
emergency contexts and with displaced populations. The new policy will be developed in the 
coming months.  
 
Further support for emergency stockpiles and yellow fever vaccine programme 
The Gavi Board also responded to the growing number of disease outbreaks in Gavi-supported 
countries, such as the recent yellow fever epidemic in central Africa, by approving a new 
approach to Vaccine Alliance support for emergency stockpiles of meningitis, cholera and yellow 
fever vaccines. For diseases with limited vaccine supply, such stockpiles facilitate rapid access 
to vaccines during outbreaks. 
 
Under the new approach, Gavi will make long-term funding commitments that allow our 
partners to plan for the future and also increase the security of supply. All Gavi-supported 
countries, regardless of their transition phase, will be able to access full vaccine and operational 
cost support. Other countries will be able to draw on emergency vaccine stockpiles but will be 
expected to reimburse the costs when the emergency is over.  
 
“Emergency stockpiles can play an essential role both as part of a comprehensive disease 
control strategy and in maintaining global health security, but they are not a silver bullet,” said 
Dr Berkley. “They should be integrated into a wider strategy that builds better public health 
systems and improves childhood immunisation through stronger routine immunisation and pre-
emptive vaccination campaigns.” 
 
Gavi will also strengthen its engagement in support of yellow fever activities with additional 
funding of up to US$ 150 million for the period 2016-2020. Since 2000, Gavi has invested more 
than US$ 300 million in routine immunisation with yellow fever vaccines in high-risk countries, 
mass preventive campaigns and emergency stockpiling.  
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 10 December 2016] 
Iraq  
:: WHO supports overwhelmed primary health care centre in Mosul with lifesaving medicines 
and medical supplies 
   4 December 2016 – WHO has successfully delivered life-saving medicines and medical 
supplies inside Mosul city. The shipment, enough to treat almost 13 000 patients, includes 
chronic disease medicines, antibiotics, medicines and supplies to treat trauma injuries. 
 
The Syrian Arab Republic  -  
::  WHO responds to increasing health needs in Aleppo 
    4 December 2016 -- More than 250 000 people in besieged eastern Aleppo city are facing 
dwindling supplies of food, medicine, water and fuel. All ten of eastern Aleppo’s hospitals are 
closed or barely functional, depriving thousands of people of access to life-saving trauma care, 
major surgeries, and treatment for other serious health conditions. As the humanitarian 
situation deteriorates, an estimated 31 500 people have been internally displaced. In the 

http://www.gavi.org/support/nvs/meningitis-a/
http://www.gavi.org/support/nvs/cholera-vaccine/
http://www.gavi.org/support/nvs/yellow-fever/
http://www.gavi.org/support/nvs/yellow-fever/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/eha/news/who-supports-overwhelmed-primary-health-care-centre-in-mosul-with-life-saving-medicines-and-medical-supplies.html
http://www.emro.who.int/eha/news/who-supports-overwhelmed-primary-health-care-centre-in-mosul-with-life-saving-medicines-and-medical-supplies.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-responds-to-increasing-health-needs-in-aleppo-syria.html
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western part of the city, where civilians are facing escalating violence, hospitals are 
overwhelmed with wounded patients. 
 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified. 
South Sudan  - No new announcements identified. 
Yemen - No new announcements identified. 
 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 10 December 2016] 
Ethiopia  -  
:: Ethiopia needs major health support to stop devastation from El Niño 
   4 December 2015—With Ethiopia in the grip of its worst drought in 30 years due to El Niño, 
the World Health Organization (WHO) deployed an emergency response team to support the 
Ethiopian Ministry of Health and partners in coordinating the health sector response across the 
country. 
 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified. 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Myanmar - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
Ukraine  - No new announcements identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Iraq  
:: Iraq: Humanitarian Bulletin, November 2016 | Issued on 10 December 
HIGHLIGHTS 
..Mosul military operations enter their second month; the ongoing fighting is taking a high toll 
on civilians. 
..Humanitarian partners are providing assistance wherever access allows. 
..Well-funded and effective humanitarian assistance will be critical as the crisis deepens; 
humanitarian partners are revising funding priorities for the coming year. 
...About 90,000 people flee from Mosul 
:: Iraq: Mosul Humanitarian Response Situation Report #10 (28 November - 4 December 2016) 
 
Syria  
:: Syrian Arab Republic: Aleppo - Situation Report No. 5 (10 December 2016) 
:: Syria IDP Operations: 2016. Valid as of November 5/12/2016 10 Dec 2016 
:: Statement on the situation in Aleppo, Syria - UN Humanitarian Chief  9 Dec 2016 
 
Yemen  
:: UN OCHA allocates $58 million to support 3 million people with life-saving assistance in 
Yemen [EN/AR] 
   Sana’a, December 8, 2016 – The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) has allocated a total of $58 million through the Humanitarian Pooled Fund for 
life-saving activities across Yemen. 

http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/nga/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/releases/4december2015/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/mmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
http://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/emergencies
http://www.unocha.org/iraq
http://reliefweb.int/node/1816094
http://reliefweb.int/node/1809854
http://www.unocha.org/syria
http://reliefweb.int/node/1816014
http://reliefweb.int/node/1816089
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/ERC%20USG%20Stephen%20OBrien%20on%20Syria_09December2016.pdf
http://www.unocha.org/yemen
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/un-ocha-allocates-58-million-support-3-million-people-life-saving-assistance-yemen-enar
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/un-ocha-allocates-58-million-support-3-million-people-life-saving-assistance-yemen-enar
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   With a staggering 18.8 million people in need of humanitarian assistance, including 10.3 
million in acute need, the people of Yemen continue to suffer as a result of 19 months of 
conflict. More than three million people have been displaced and basic service provision is 
collapsing. Only 45 per cent of health facilities are currently functioning, and hunger is gripping 
over 14 million people, half of whom do not know where their next meal will come from. 
Malnutrition has soared by over 60 percent since late 2015, affecting over three million people, 
including 460,000 severely malnourished children under five. 
   The Humanitarian Pooled Fund will help address this devastating situation through the 
financing of 31 projects in the sectors of nutrition, food, water, sanitation, and health targeting 
a total of 3 million people. The projects target the most vulnerable people in need of assistance 
in 15 priority governorates across the country, including under-served governorates such as 
Shabwah, Dhamar, Al-Jawf and Marib. 
   Nine national NGOs ($7 million), fifteen international NGOs ($28 million) and six UN agencies 
($23 million) will implement the projects. In line with OCHA’s commitments to the outcomes of 
the World Humanitarian Summit, nine local responders are being supported through direct 
funding and a total of $3.8 million will be sub-granted to 28 national NGOs. Trainings and other 
capacity building are included in the support to national NGOs…. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
9 December 2016  
GA/11871 
General Assembly Demands Immediate End to Hostilities in Syria, as Speakers Decry Security 
Council’s Continuing Impotence 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
9 December 2016  
SC/12615 
Security Council Narrowly Adopts Procedural Vote to Authorize Discussion on Human Rights 
Situation in Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
In discussing human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Security Council 
risked disturbing the situation in that country, some delegates warned today following a 
procedural vote that narrowly approved a meeting on that subject. 
 
8 December 2016  
GA/11870 
Responding to Current Humanitarian Crises, General Assembly Adopts Texts Aimed at 
Alleviating Suffering of Millions, Protecting Civilians, Aid Workers 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 

http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11871.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11871.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12615.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12615.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11870.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11870.doc.htm
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5 December 2016  
SC/12609 
Security Council Fails to Adopt Draft Resolution to End Attacks on Aleppo as Two Permanent 
Members Cast Veto 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 10 
December 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Briefing notes: Syria 
 
Human rights “under unprecedented pressure” world-wide: Zeid calls on people to stand up for 
rights of others 
 
Human rights under increasing attack worldwide 
 
Zeid urges Israel to reconsider bill to legalise outposts that “clearly and unequivocally violate 
international law” 
 
Civilians in Ukraine continue to suffer – UN report  
 
UN torture prevention experts to make second visit to Mexico 
 
UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination publishes findings on Argentina, 
Uruguay, Togo, Portugal, Turkmenistan and Italy 
 
Brazil 20-year public expenditure cap will breach human rights, UN expert warns 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 10 December 2016] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12609.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12609.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21007&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21002&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21002&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21009&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21003&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21003&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20999&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21010&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21008&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21008&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21006&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

6 December 2016 

Preliminary observations by UN Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of 
the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Mr. Dainius Pūras at the Country 
visit to Croatia, 28 November to 6 December 2016 

 
“There’s no sliding back” – UN right to health expert urges Croatia to seize the opportunity  
6 December 2016 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
11 Dec 2016  
Burundi: Burundi - Humanitarian Brief: Urgent Humanitarian Needs on the Rise (December 
2016)  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Burundi, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo  
   Eighteen months after the outbreak of large-scale violence in Burundi, people’s access to 
essential services is severely restricted. Insecurity and macroeconomic factors, including a 
decline in external financial support resulting in massive budget cuts (including education- 30%, 
health- 54%, human rights- 65% and water- 72%) have severely hampered the provision of 
basic services....  
 
11 Dec 2016  
Iraq: Mosul Humanitarian Crisis, 9 December 2016  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Iraq  
   IN NUMBERS: 85,000 PEOPLE ARE CURRENTLY DISPLACED 81% OF DISPLACED PEOPLE ARE 
IN EMERGENCY CAMPS 43,000 MORE SPACES ARE AVAILABLE NOW TO SHELTER DISPLACED 
PEOPLE IN EMERGENCY CAMPS 239,000 PEOPLE IN NEED, IN AND OUT OF CAMPS, HAVE 
BEEN REACHED BY FIRST-LINE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 1.2-1.5m PEOPLE COULD BE 
AFFECTED OVERALL BY THE MILITARY OPERATIONS US$284m* REQUESTED FOR THE FLASH 
APPEAL TO PREPARE AHEAD OF THE...  
 
09 Dec 2016  
Syrian Arab Republic: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator Stephen O’Brien Statement on the situation in Aleppo, Syria, 9 December 2016  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Syrian Arab Republic  
   I remain extremely alarmed at the severe human tragedy unfolding before our eyes in 
Aleppo. In the past 72 hours, air strikes, shelling and street-to-street combat, particularly in the 
city’s eastern neighbourhoods, have killed or injured scores of civilians. Since yesterday, 
thousands more fled the fighting in besieged eastern Aleppo with nothing more than the clothes 
on their back...  
 
08 Dec 2016  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20986&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20986&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20986&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20988&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/burundi-humanitarian-brief-urgent-humanitarian-needs-rise-december-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/burundi-humanitarian-brief-urgent-humanitarian-needs-rise-december-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/mosul-humanitarian-crisis-9-december-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-57
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-57


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

Syrian Arab Republic: Syria: Civilians in Aleppo brace themselves as hostilities intensify  
 
08 Dec 2016  
Yemen: UN OCHA allocates $58 million to support 3 million people with life-saving assistance in 
Yemen [EN/AR]  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Yemen Sana’a,       
   December 8, 2016 – The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) has allocated a total of $58 million through the Humanitarian Pooled Fund for life-
saving activities across Yemen. With a staggering 18.8 million people in need of humanitarian 
assistance, including 10.3 million in acute need, the people of Yemen continue to suffer as a 
result of 19 months of conflict.  
 
07 Dec 2016  
Mali: UN and partners require US$ 2.66 billion for emergency needs in Sahel  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal 
    (Dakar, 7 December 2016): The United Nations and non-governmental partner organizations 
launched today in Dakar a US$ 2.66 billion appeal for aid to provide lifesaving assistance to 15 
million people across eight countries in the Sahel region. "The Sahel faces considerable 
challenges and will remain the site of one of the world's major...  
 
 
UNICEF [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html 
9 December 2016  
UN provides vital food and aid to 42,000 people in eastern Mosul 
   BAGHDAD – 9 December 2016 In the single largest humanitarian aid delivery in eastern Mosul 
since the current conflict began, the World Food Programme (WFP), UNICEF and the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) yesterday provided food, dignity kits, water purification 
tablets, jerry cans, baby hygiene kits and more for 42,000 people in eastern Mosul. For the first 
time in over two weeks, security conditions have allowed humanitarian agencies to reach 
families living in the suburbs of eastern Mosul, many of whom are in desperate need of 
assistance.  
 
Nearly a quarter of the world’s children live in conflict or disaster-stricken countries: UNICEF 
   NEW YORK, 9 December 2016 – An estimated 535 million children – nearly one in four – live 
in countries affected by conflict or disaster, often without access to medical care, quality 
education, proper nutrition and protection, UNICEF said today. 
 
Statement by UNICEF Syria Representative, Hanaa Singer, on the deteriorating situation for 
children in Aleppo and across the country 
ALEPPO/DAMASCUS, 7 December 2016 – "I have just travelled back from Aleppo where the 
situation continues to plummet to even greater lows. 
 
School “as vital as food and medicine” for children caught up in conflict and other emergencies: 
EU & UNICEF  
  BRUSSELS / NEW YORK, 6 December 2016 – Braving the consequences of war, natural 
disaster and other emergencies, nearly 2 million children in 20 countries around the world have 
been able to continue their schooling over the past four years as a result of a partnership 
between the European Commission's department for humanitarian aid and civil protection and 
UNICEF. 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-civilians-aleppo-brace-themselves-hostilities-intensify
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/un-ocha-allocates-58-million-support-3-million-people-life-saving-assistance-yemen-enar
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/un-ocha-allocates-58-million-support-3-million-people-life-saving-assistance-yemen-enar
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/un-and-partners-require-us-266-billion-emergency-needs-sahel
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93865.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93863.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93856.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93856.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93825.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_93825.html
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UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Press Releases 
UNHCR convenes dialogue on how to better protect children on the move 7 Dec 2016  
 
UNHCR calls for stronger EU action on refugees 5 Dec 2016 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Briefing Notes 
Shelter struggle in Greece as winter arrives, EU urged to speed relocations 9 Dec 2016  
 
Some 13,000 displaced by Ninja clashes in Republic of Congo 9 Dec 2016 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
2016-12-09 16:56 
New IOM, MoMD Emergency Site Receives Over 5,000 Displaced Iraqis  
   Iraq - Iraq’s Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoMD) and IOM this week welcomed 
more than 5,000 displaced Iraqis to the new Al-Qayara site. 
 
Over 2.6 Million Displaced in Lake Chad Basin: IOM 
2016-12-09 16:55 
   Nigeria - According to IOM’s first regional analysis of displacement trends in the Lake Chad 
Basin crisis triggered by the Boko Haram insurgency, 2,635,450 individuals are now displaced in 
the region, both internally and across borders as refugees. An additional 1,022,950 people... 
 
New Humanitarian Hubs Set to Serve Millions in Northeastern Nigeria 
2016-12-09 16:54 
   Nigeria - The humanitarian community will soon be able to better coordinate support for 
northeast Nigeria, where nearly seven million people are in need of life-saving assistance. This 
is thanks to the setting up of a humanitarian base camp and hub project, which will cover... 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 352,471; Deaths at Sea: 4,733 
2016-12-09 16:51 
   Switzerland - IOM reports that 352,471 migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea in 2016 
through 7 December, arriving mostly in Greece and Italy, compared with 910,563 through this 
same date in 2015. 
 
More than 82,000 Displaced by Mosul Fighting: IOM  
2016-12-06 17:30 
   Iraq -  More than 82,000 people have been displaced by ongoing Mosul military operations 
since 17 October, according to IOM Iraq’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Emergency 
Tracking. This figure represents an increase of more than 4,200 individuals in the past four 
days… 
 
Well-Managed Migration Key to Reducing AIDS Rates: IOM 
2016-12-01 14:03 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2016/12/5848199a4/unhcr-convenes-dialogue-better-protect-children-move.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2016/12/58453b614/unhcr-calls-stronger-eu-action-refugees.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2016/12/584a77754/shelter-struggle-greece-winter-arrives-eu-urged-speed-relocations.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2016/12/584a77ab4/13000-displaced-ninja-clashes-republic-congo.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/new-iom-momd-emergency-site-receives-over-5000-displaced-iraqis
http://www.iom.int/news/over-26-million-displaced-lake-chad-basin-iom
http://www.iom.int/news/new-humanitarian-hubs-set-serve-millions-northeastern-nigeria
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-352471-deaths-sea-4733
http://www.iom.int/news/more-82000-displaced-mosul-fighting-iom
http://www.iom.int/news/well-managed-migration-key-reducing-aids-rates-iom
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   Switzerland - "Poorly managed migration could contribute to the global impact of AIDS, but 
migration itself is not a cause for the disease," said IOM DG William Lacy Swing… 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
Press statement 
On Human Rights Day, UNAIDS stands up for the protection and promotion of human rights for 
everyone 
The communities most affected by HIV must be meaningfully involved in the AIDS response if 
we are to overcome the stigma, discrimination and denial of human rights that continue to put 
people at risk of HIV and deny them access to HIV prevention and treatment services. 
   GENEVA, 10 December 2016—The world will never achieve the end of AIDS without bold 
actions to advance the human rights of the people left furthest behind. Stigma and 
discrimination based on health status, gender, sexual orientation, drug dependency, disability 
and migrant and refugee status, among others, prevent people from accessing life-saving HIV 
prevention, treatment, care and support services. Across the world, inequalities and injustice 
threaten sustainable development and perpetuate social exclusion. 
   “The AIDS response has demonstrated the importance of and tangible results from 
overcoming the human rights violations that are fuelling the epidemic,” UNAIDS Executive 
Director Michel Sidibé said. “The voice and leadership of people living with HIV and key 
populations remain essential for ending the AIDS epidemic. UNAIDS stands up for their rights 
and for the meaningful participation of affected communities.” 
   On Human Rights Day, UNAIDS calls for the world to stand up for the rights of the most 
discriminated against and marginalized and for an end to stigma, discrimination and human 
rights violations against everyone… 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 10 December 2016] 
Act with Ambition: Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day 2016 
   10 December 2016 – UHC means that all individuals and communities receive the health 
services they need without suffering financial hardship. On 12 December 2016, for the UHC 
Day, WHO and partners will demand political action from leaders to invest in policies and health 
systems that reach every person and community based on need, and not ability to pay.  
 
Environmentally and socially responsible procurement 
   7 December 2016 – WHO today joined other international agencies in signing a Statement of 
Intent to align and “green” procurement of health commodities, in an effort to protect the 
environment and contribute to sustainable development. WHO and its sister UN agencies 
collectively procure an estimated $3 billion in health commodities each year.  
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO   
:: WHO and OAFLA step up actions to further improve health in Africa 
   Brazzaville, 07 December 2016 – Experts from the World Health Organization Regional Office 
for Africa (WHO/AFRO) and the Organization of African First Ladies against HIV/AIDS (OAFLA) 
are meeting in Brazzaville, Congo from 7-8 December 2016 to discuss a range of health 
priorities and actions that both parties will jointly embark on to improve the health of people in 
Africa… 
 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2016/december/20161210_human-rights-day
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2016/december/20161210_human-rights-day
http://www.who.int/entity/health_financing/events/uhc-day-2016/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/mediacentre/news/releases/2016/environmental-social-procurement/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/9250-who-and-oafla-step-up-actions-to-further-improve-health-in-africa.html
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WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new announcements identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Indonesia - Earthquake in Aceh on 7 December 2016 
   The US Geological Survey reported a 6.5-magnitude, undersea earthquake in Indonesia's 
province of Aceh early Wednesday (7 December 2016) around 05:00 hours local time. The 
epicenter was 12 miles (19 kilometers) southeast of the town of Sigli and 106 km southeast of 
the city of Banda Aceh at a depth of 15 km in Aceh province. At least five aftershocks followed 
the quake… 
   Indonesia's National Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) reported that 25 people died and 
that 97 buildings have either collapsed or have been heavily damaged (including six mosques 
and one school). The most heavily affected district is Pidie Jaya district of Nangroe Aceh 
Darussalam Province. Around 150 injured have been hospitalized in Pidie and Pidie Jaya 
hospitals. 
   Situation Report 3, 9 December 2016 pdf, 653kb  
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Estonia tackles obesity with tax on sugar-sweetened beverages 09-12-2016  
:: Universal Health Coverage Day: building efficient health systems that provide access to 
quality care without financial hardship 09-12-2016  
:: Day 1: Working together for better health and well-being 08-12-2016  
:: Crown Princess Mary of Denmark and WHO Regional Director for Europe encourage Moldovan 
parents to continue vaccinating their children 07-12-2016  
: Europe commits to leaving no child behind 07-12-2016  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO supports overwhelmed primary health care centre in Mosul with lifesaving medicines 
and medical supplies 
   4 December 2016 – WHO has successfully delivered life-saving medicines and medical 
supplies inside Mosul city. The shipment, enough to treat almost 13 000 patients, includes 
chronic disease medicines, antibiotics, medicines and supplies to treat trauma injuries. 
Reproductive health items were provided by the United Nations Population Fund. As 
displacement from Mosul continues to take place, the health needs of hundreds of thousands of 
people will significantly increase, overburdening an already overstretched health system, and 
leaving many men, women and children at risk.  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: WHO and the Republic of Korea mark seven decades of strong partnership in health  
   SEOUL, 5 December 2016 – The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Republic of Korea 
have today launched a commemorative book to celebrate their fruitful and robust partnership. 
Titled 70 Years Working Together for Health – the World Health Organization and the Republic 
of Korea, the book reviews seven decades of cooperation between the Republic of Korea and 
WHO, and highlights key achievements and challenges in their joint quest to champion public 
health.  
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2016/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/emergencies/crises/indonesia/sitrep3_aceh_091216.pdf?ua=1
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/nutrition/news/news/2016/12/estonia-tackles-obesity-with-tax-on-sugar-sweetened-beverages2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/health-systems-financing/news/news/2016/12/universal-health-coverage-day-building-efficient-health-systems-that-provide-access-to-quality-care-without-financial-hardship2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/health-systems-financing/news/news/2016/12/universal-health-coverage-day-building-efficient-health-systems-that-provide-access-to-quality-care-without-financial-hardship2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-policy/sustainable-development-goals-sdgs/day-1-working-together-for-better-health-and-well-being2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/vaccines-and-immunization/news/news/2016/12/crown-princess-mary-of-denmark-and-who-regional-director-for-europe-encourage-moldovan-parents-to-continue-vaccinating-their-children2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/vaccines-and-immunization/news/news/2016/12/crown-princess-mary-of-denmark-and-who-regional-director-for-europe-encourage-moldovan-parents-to-continue-vaccinating-their-children2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2016/12/europe-commits-to-leaving-no-child-behind
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/eha/news/who-supports-overwhelmed-primary-health-care-centre-in-mosul-with-life-saving-medicines-and-medical-supplies.html
http://www.emro.who.int/eha/news/who-supports-overwhelmed-primary-health-care-centre-in-mosul-with-life-saving-medicines-and-medical-supplies.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2016/20161205/en/index.html
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2016/
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UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Helen Clark: Statement on International Human Rights Day  
Dec 10, 2016 
 
UNDP and UN Global Pulse release practical guide to designing data innovation projects  
Dec 7, 2016 
   UNDP and UN Global Pulse today released a comprehensive guide on how to integrate new 
sources of data into development and humanitarian work. New and emerging data sources such 
as mobile phone data, social media, remote sensors and satellites have the potential to improve 
the work of governments and development organizations across the globe. 
 
New appeal seeks continued support for Syrian refugees and countries hosting them Dec 5, 
2016 
   With the conflict in Syria well into its sixth year and with little progress on the political front, 
United Nations Agencies and NGO partners today appealed for US$4.69 billion in new funding to 
continue vital work over the next two years. The Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP) 
brings together more than 240 partners in a coordinated, region-wide response to assist 9.3 
million people in Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt and Iraq - 4.7 million Syrian refugees and 
over 4.4 million members of the communities hosting them. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 10 December 2016] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
December 9, 2016 
Official Launch of the Jeffrey Sachs Center on Sustainable Development 
   Malaysia Takes Leading Role on Sustainable Development Malaysia established itself as a 
leader in the global effort to promote sustainable development with the official launch of the 
Jeffrey Sachs Center on Sustainable Development at Sunway University. The Center is the first 
of its kind in Asia… 
 
 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/12/10/helen-clark-statement-on-international-human-rights-day-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/12/07/undp-and-un-global-pulse-release-practical-guide-to-designing-data-innovation-projects-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/12/05/new-appeal-seeks-continued-support-for-syrian-refugees-and-countries-hosting-them.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unsdsn.org/news/2016/12/09/official-launch-of-the-jeffrey-sachs-center-on-sustainable-development/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
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UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
06/12/2016  
Indonesia targets catastrophic wildfires, climate change with historic move to protect peatlands  
- Drained and burned peatlands are responsible for up to 5 per cent of anthropogenic carbon 
emissions  
- 2015 Indonesian peat fires caused economic losses of US$ 16.1 billion 
- At their worst, daily emissions from Indonesia's peat fires were greater than those of the 
entire US economy  
 
Loopholes in regulations allow illegal logging to thrive worldwide  
- Strict laws in some countries re-route illegal timber to less regulated markets  
- New report shows increased involvement of organized crime in illegal logging  
- Almost one-third of tropical timber traded worldwide may come from illegal forest land 
conversion  
03/12/2016  
 
More than 190 Governments prepare to take tough decisions to stop biodiversity decline 
worldwide  
- Governments need to ramp up efforts to stop biodiversity decline in light of pessimistic 
reports. 
- Time running out on global efforts to meet biodiversity targets with 2/3 still off track 
- Countries to focus on the value of biodiversity to engage other economic sectors as means of 
halting degradation 
- Ability to achieve the SDGs and the Paris Agreement is at stake 
 
Cristiana Pasca Palmer of Romania appointed as Executive Secretary of the Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity  
01/12/2016  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
6 December 2016, Mexico  
11th annual Internet Governance Forum (IGF) to intensify efforts towards fostering an open, 
reliable, accessible and inclusive Internet 
   Nearly 3,000 delegates from across the world will join thousands more online for the 11th 
Internet Governance Forum (IGF) in Jalisco, Mexico. With a key focus on addressing the 
challenges of today’s digital age and how to leverage the Internet to ensure it provides equal 
access to opportunities for all members of society, the busy week-long Forum will run from 
today until December 9th… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
09 December 2016  

http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27090&ArticleID=36323&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27090&ArticleID=36315&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27090&ArticleID=36313&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27090&ArticleID=36313&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27090&ArticleID=36312&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27090&ArticleID=36312&l=en
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/administration/11-internet-governance-forum.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/administration/11-internet-governance-forum.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
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UNESCO launches new publication Human Rights and Encryption 
   Describing the new study, "Human Rights and Encryption”, one of the co-authors Prof 
Wolfgang Schulz said: "Encryption impacts both freedom of expression and privacy; encryption 
and anonymity empowers journalists to browse, read, develop and share opinions and 
information without interference". He cautioned against restrictions put on encryption on the 
basis of theoretical speculation of risks, rather than evidence.  
   The research was authored by Schulz and Joris van Hoboken, with financial support by 
Federal Foreign Office of Germany… 
 
06 December 2016  
UNESCO Emphasizes Dialogue and Launches Military Manual for Cultural Heritage Protection 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
09/12/2016 –  
On this International Day, the world is #UnitedAgainstCorruption 
   Vienna, 9 December 2016 - Today is the International Anti-Corruption Day, with UNODC and 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) calling for people across the globe to join 
a worldwide campaign to raise awareness about corruption and encouraging people from all 
walks of life to take action against this crime. The slogan 'United against corruption, for 
development, peace and security' urges Governments, the private sector, and the general public 
to jointly tackle this issue by changing their attitudes and taking action against the problem. 
 
06/12/2016 –  
Longstanding partnership helps confront threat to security, development and health 
   Partnership between the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Russia and Japan to deliver 
training to the anti-narcotics police of Afghanistan and Central Asian countries has entered its 
third phase. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
9-12-2016 
FAO Council greenlights structural reforms, fine-tuned strategic framework 
   The 155th session of the FAO Council wound down today, with Members giving the thumbs-
up to the creation of a new department focused on climate change and approving a fine-tuned 
strategic framework that fully aligns the Organization’s work with the 2030 Global Agenda. 
 
Ongoing conflicts continue to intensify food insecurity 
   Civil conflict and weather-related shocks have severely stressed food security in 2016, 
increasing the number in need of food assistance, according to the Crop Prospects and Food 
Situation released today. The report highlights 39 countries that are in need of external 
assistance for food. 
8-12-2016 
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http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
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[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Food prices are broadly stable amid record cereal inventories 
   The FAO Food Price Index dipped slightly in November, marking a mild departure from its 
steady rise over the course of 2016. The Index declined 0.4 percent from October, averaging 
171.3 points in November, as a sharp drop in sugar prices outweighed an increase in palm oil 
quotations 
8-12-2016 
 
Emergency seed distributions help Haitian farmers grow for winter harvest 
   With little time to lose to secure a winter harvest in Hurricane-struck Haiti, FAO has begun 
emergency distributions of seeds and tools to help disaster-affected families produce food and 
restore livelihoods lost in the country’s biggest humanitarian crisis since the 2010 earthquake. 
6-12-2016 
 
Progress towards defeating hunger slows down in Asia-Pacific, obesity on the rise, as diets 
change 
   Progress toward defeating hunger in the world’s most populous region has slowed and 
countries of Asia-Pacific must redouble their efforts if the Sustainable Development Goal of zero 
hunger is to be met by 2030, the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization warned today. 
6-12-2016 
 
At UN Biodiversity conference, new guidelines for agro-environmental policies in Latin America 
& Caribbean 
   In an effort to combat the impacts of environmental degradation and promote sustainable 
agriculture in the face of climate change, FAO this week presented a set of Voluntary guidelines 
for agro-environmental policies meant to support policy makers in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 
6-12-2016 
 
Waste of food, natural resources, and human talent taking a toll on Mediterranean agriculture 
and rural development 
  The agricultural traditions and food culture of the Mediterranean region have long been looked 
to as an example of a healthy approach to eating, underpinned by vibrant rural economies. But 
new challenges are now raising questions about their future, according to a new book by FAO 
and the International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies. 
5-12-2016 
 
World Soil Day hails symbiotic role of pulses to boost sustainable agriculture 
   Soils and pulses are crucial tools to feed the growing population and combat climate change, 
especially when deployed together, according to a new report by the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization released on World Soil Day. 
5-12-2016 
 
FAO seeks to step-up its focus on climate change and on monitoring the Sustainable 
Development Goals 
   FAO intends to create a new Department for Climate, Land and Water, a new Office of Chief 
Statistician and also appoint a new Deputy Director-General who will oversee the UN agency's 
work related to technical cooperation, resource mobilization, partnerships and South-South 
cooperation. 
5-12-2016 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/458033/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/456668/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/456804/icode/
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http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/458063/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/458063/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/456243/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/456243/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/455693/icode/
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ILO International Labour Organization  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Health economy 
Globally millions of jobs are needed to ensure essential health care   
09 December 2016  
   An estimated 50 million decent jobs are missing to address essential global health 
requirements, while much of the care in the health economy is done by 57 million unpaid family 
workers, says new ILO study. 
 
Formalizing Domestic Work 
New strategies to reduce informality in domestic work   
05 December 2016  
  A new ILO report calls for a combination of incentives and compliance to reduce high levels of 
informality in domestic work. 
 
Reducing inequalities 
ILO releases new guide to promote diversity and inclusion at the workplace   
30 November 2016  
   New publication provides practical information for companies on how they can benefit from 
offering workplace adjustments to workers with specific needs. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
7/12/16 
International Civil Aviation Day 
 
29/11/216 
Aviation benefits for sustainable development highlighted at Ashkhabad Global Sustainable 
Transport Conference 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
06/12/2016  
Maritime lawyer Dr. Frank Wiswall receives 2015 International Maritime Prize 
   Dr. Frank Lawrence Wiswall Junior, former Chair of the IMO Legal Committee and Vice 
President (Honoris Causa) of the Comité Maritime International (CMI), has received the 
prestigious International Maritime Prize for 2015 for his contribution to the work of IMO over 
many years… 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
Publish Date: 8 December 2016  
BMKG: Magnitude 6.5 Earthquake Hits Aceh  
News from Members  
   Aceh, Indonesia / A 6.5 magnitude earthquake struck off Pidie Jaya, about 106 kilometers 
south-east of the city of Banda Aceh, at 05:03 local time on Wednesday (7/12). The earthquake 
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http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/international-civil-aviation-day.aspx
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/aviation-benefits-sustainable-development-highlighted-ashkhabad-global-sustainable-transport-conference.aspx
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http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/31-Prize-Wiswall.aspx
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f%5b0%5d=type%3Anews
http://public.wmo.int/en/media/news-from-members/bmkg-magnitude-65-earthquake-hits-aceh
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occurred t a depth of 15 km. The Agency for Meteorology, Climatology and Geophysics (BMKG) 
state that the quake had no potential to trigger a tsunami. BMKG also state that until Thursday 
(8/12) at 08:00 local time, there is 38 aftershock which is still affected the area with smaller 
magnitude. "The epicenter of the quake is on land, therefore no tsunami potential, but it led to 
building damage” said Dr. Andi Eka...  
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Wednesday, 07 December 2016 
With funding from Norway, UNIDO helps strengthen Namibia’s quality infrastructure, access to 
markets 
   WINDHOEK, 7 December 2016 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) has helped Namibia formulate a national policy that will help the country develop its 
quality infrastructure, conformity assessment... 
 
African Development Bank’s US$800 million funding to support Nigeria’s agriculture and agro-
industry, including UNIDO project 
Tuesday, 06 December 2016 
   ABUJA, 6 December 2016 – In an effort to encourage technological innovation in Nigeria’s 
agriculture and agro-industrial sectors, the African Development Bank (AfDB) has announced 
the launch of a US$800 million scheme... 
 
Global manufacturing growth remains sluggish according to UNIDO report 
Monday, 05 December 2016 
   VIENNA, 5 December 2016 - Global manufacturing growth remained low in the third quarter 
of 2016, reflecting a prolonged yet fragile recovery process in industrialized economies and  
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm 
1 December 2016  
New ISO specification for better management of animal welfare worldwide 
by Sandrine Tranchard  
 Protecting an animal’s welfare means providing for its physical and mental needs. The farming 
of animals is no longer just seen as a means of food production but as an ethical concern.  
  Consumers are increasingly concerned about the treatment of animals and the well-being of 
farmed animals is strongly associated with the quality, and even the safety, of food. As 
consumer awareness of animal welfare issues continues to rise, the demand for products 
complying with animal welfare standards is growing, giving producers who maintain these high 
standards a competitive advantage… 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
9 December 2016 
UNWTO highlights the relevance of sports events in branding Africa 
   With occasion of the 12th edition of the African Women Cup of Nations 2016 (November 19- 
December 3), the Secretary-General of the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), Taleb Rifai, 
has paid an official visit to Cameroon. Participating in the ‘Women, Sports and Tourism; Women 
Sports events and the promotion of African destinations’, UNWTO Secretary-General underlined 
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the opportunities that women sports-related events bring to the tourism sector in the Africa and 
beyond. 
 
5 December 2016 
International Year for Sustainable Tourism for Development 2017 garners support from the 
sector 
   Only few weeks ahead of the official launch of the International Year of Sustainable Tourism 
for Development 2017, set to take place on the 18 of January 2017 in Madrid, Spain, 
representatives from various tourism industries and beyond have joined UNWTO to support the 
celebrations of this important event.  
 
5 December 2016 
UNWTO underlines the potential of tourism to preserve biodiversity - COP-13 
   With the objective of advancing the contribution of the tourism sector to biodiversity 
preservation the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) participated in the UN Biodiversity 
Conference COP13, in Cancun, Mexico (2-17 December). The Conferences is focused on 
mainstreaming biodiversity across relevant sectors, especially agriculture, fisheries, forestry and 
tourism. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
2016-12-10 
Statement of the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity on the occasion 
of the “Muuchtanbal” Summit on Indigenous Experiences — Traditional knowledge, biological 
and cultural diversity, Cancun, Mexico, 10 December 2016 
 
2016-12-09 
FAO, SPREP and CBD introduce guide on mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem services 
into agricultural production and management in the Pacific Islands 
9 December 2016 – The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the 
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) and the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD), today released a technical document that provides guidance on 
mainstreaming ecosystem services and biodiversity into agricultural production and 
management in the Pacific Islands. 
 
Ministers commit to integrate biodiversity into key economic sectors in order to achieve global 
biodiversity targets  
:: Ministers of Environment, Agriculture, Tourism, Fisheries and Forestry agree on urgent 
coordinated action to advance progress on biodiversity targets  
:: Meeting adopts Cancun Declaration on Mainstreaming the Conservation and Sustainable Use 
of Biodiversity for Well-Being  
:: Countries also announce ambitious commitments in support of Aichi Targets.  
  4 December 2016 - Ministers from around the world committed to working together to save 
biodiversity and take urgent action to achieve the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and backed this 
with a host of specific commitments.  
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   In the “Cancun Declaration,” agreed on 3 December 2016 as part of the UN Biodiversity 
Conference, ministers dealing with environment, agriculture, forestry, fisheries and tourism, 
declared that they would make the additional efforts needed to ensure the effective 
implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Cartagena and Nagoya  
 Protocols, including the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets… 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Relealses 
Joint statement on Aleppo: 7 December 2016 
7 December 2016  DFID, FCO, MOD and Number 10  Press release 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Reviews set out UK vision for an open, modern development system 
1 December 2016  DFID  Press release 
New Bilateral and Multilateral Aid Reviews set out a vision for global development that will 
tackle the challenges of the 21st century. 
   The UK will champion an open, modern and innovative approach to development that will 
effectively tackle the global challenges of the 21st century while delivering the best results for 
the world’s poorest which is in our national interest, the International Development Secretary 
Priti Patel set out in two reviews launched today (1 Dec 2016)… 
   Raising the standard: The Multilateral Development Review 2016 and Rising to the challenge 
of ending poverty: The Bilateral Development Review 2016 establish how the UK will address 
the global response to problems that threaten us here at home such as the migration crisis, 
cross-border conflict, climate change and disease pandemics. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
05/12/2016 
International Volunteer Day: A global applause for volunteers worldwide 
   Celebrated every year on 5 December, International Volunteer Day is a day dedicated to 
shining the spotlight on volunteers around the world and the contributions they make to drive 
positive change.  
 
30/11/2016 
EU boosts 2017 commitment to education for children in emergencies 
    Today the European Commission is announcing a further increase of the share of its 
humanitarian aid budget to lead the way in supporting education projects in emergency 
situations around the world. The increase from 4% in 2016 to 6% in 2017 of the humanitarian 
aid budget, puts the Commission well ahead of the global average. Education in emergencies is 
one of the most underfunded areas in humanitarian aid worldwide, with less than 2% of the 
global humanitarian funding being dedicated to this area… 
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:::::: 
 
African Union [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
December 01, 2016  
WORLD AIDS DAY Theme: “Empower the Youth, Fast Track the End of AIDS”  
 
November 30, 2016   Press Releases  
Dr. John Nkengasong named first director of Africa CDC  
   Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, November xx 2016 - The Governing Board of the Africa Centers for 
Diseases Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) is pleased to announce that Dr. John 
Nkengasong, PhD, MSc, a seasoned virologist, has been named as the first Director of the 
Africa CDC effective January 1, 2017. 
  Dr. Nkengasong brings a wealth of public and global health experience to his new role. He 
currently serves as the Acting Deputy Principal Director for the Center for Global Health (CGH) 
at the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, GA. He joined 
CDC more than 20 years ago and has directed the laboratory programs for the Division of 
Global HIV and TB, and the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) to 
support diverse programs in partner’s countries in several countries in Africa, South East Asia, 
Central America, and the Caribbean. 
   “The Africa CDC offers a monumental opportunity to strengthen public health capacity on the 
continent to respond to the threats we face. The institution will provide strategic direction and 
promote public health practices within Member States through capacity building, promotion of 
continuous quality improvement in the delivery of public health services as well in the 
prevention of public health emergencies and threats”, said Professor Isaac Adewole, Minister of 
Health of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, who serves as the vice chair of the Governing Board… 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 10 December 2016] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Implementing the EU-Turkey Statement – Questions and Answers  
   08/12/2016  -  On 18 March 2016, EU Heads of State or Government and Turkey agreed to 
end the irregular migration from Turkey to the EU and replace it instead with legal channels of 
resettlement of refugees to the European Union.  
European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 8 December 2016 On 18 March 2016, EU Heads of 
State or Government and Turkey agreed to end the irregular migration from Turkey to the EU 
and replace it instead with legal channels of resettlement of refugees to the European Union.  
 
Questions & Answers: Recommendation on the conditions for resuming Dublin transfers of 
asylum seekers to Greece  
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   08/12/2016  -  What has the Commission adopted today?  
European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 8 December 2016 What has the Commission 
adopted today? The European Commission has today presented its fourth Recommendation on 
the specific measures that Greece needs to take in order to have a well-functioning asylum 
system and sets out the conditions for the gradual resumption...  
 
Remarks by Commissioner Avramopoulos at the press conference on the state of play of 
progress under the European Agenda on Migration and the presentation of the action plan on 
travel document security  
   08/12/2016  -  AVRAMOPOULOS Dimitris  
European Commission - Speech - [Check Against Delivery] Brussels, 8 December 2016 Ladies 
and gentlemen, We are not in a crisis mode as we were a year ago. But the refugee crisis is not 
over yet. We have to continuously ensure the implementation of all our actions.  
 
Systematic checks of EU citizens at external borders agreed by European Parliament and 
Council  
   05/12/2016  -   
European Commission - Statement Brussels, 5 December 2016 The European Commission 
welcomes the agreement reached today by the European Parliament and the Council on the 
Commission's proposal to introduce mandatory systematic checks of all travellers, including EU 
citizens, against relevant databases when crossing the EU's external borders.  
 

 
OECD  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
9-December-2016  
New OECD guidance aims to reduce corruption in aid sector  
   New international guidance on fighting corruption in the development sector goes into effect 
today, backed by more than 40 countries, with progress on agreed recommendations to be 
monitored by the OECD Working Group on Bribery.  
 
8-December-2016 
Lower public R&D spending and protectionist risks may pose a threat to innovation  
   A decline in government funding of science and technology research in a number of countries 
could pose a threat to innovation at a time when global challenges like climate change and 
ageing populations demand solutions, according to a new OECD report.  
 
7-December-2016 
Greater efforts needed to safeguard biodiversity  
   The world must ramp up its efforts to use natural resources more sustainably and conserve 
biological diversity and the ecosystems on which we depend for human life, the OECD today 
told participants at the COP13 Convention on Biological Diversity in Cancun, Mexico 
 
5-December-2016 
Design of funded private pensions needs to be improved  
   Funded Pension arrangements, in particular defined contribution ones, are playing a growing 
role in complementing retirement income from public sources in OECD countries and worldwide. 
However, their design needs to be improved, according to a new OECD report.  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-16-4326_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-16-4326_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-16-4326_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-16-4273_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-16-4273_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/new-oecd-guidance-aims-to-reduce-corruption-in-aid-sector.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/lower-public-r-d-spending-and-protectionist-risks-may-pose-a-threat-to-innovation.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/greater-efforts-needed-to-safeguard-biodiversity.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/design-of-funded-private-pensions-needs-to-be-improved.htm
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30-November-2016 
Using aid for structural change in fragile states could help curb rising instability  
   The world has grown more violent over the last decade, interrupting a long-term trend of 
increasing peace and disproportionately impacting civilians. This is despite rising financial flows 
to the most vulnerable places, according to a new OECD report.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
December 9, 2016 
Experts and Authorities to Discuss "International Migration in the Americas" at the OAS 
   …The event seeks to analyze responses to questions such as: Why is migration increasing in 
the Americas? Why is migration of health professionals increasing? What is the unemployment 
rate of emigrants from the Americas in their destination countries? among others. The 
discussion will be based on the report and the updated overview that the OAS and the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) have published on the 
subject… 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
[Selected Press Releases, Announcements] 
Date: 08/12/2016 
OIC condemns the bill legalizing Israeli settlement outposts and calls for urgent action at the 
UNSC 
 
Date: 30/11/2016 
OIC: A project for the benefit of the children of Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Central Africa 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation is currently working in collaboration with the Islamic 
Development Bank to design a project which aims at providing humanitarian aid for the benefit 
of children in the respective conflict areas of Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Yemen and the Central 
African Republic. In addition, the OIC Department of Humanitarian Affairs has collaborated with 
the Qatif Charity Organization in launching a project for providing education and health care for 
the children of Syrian refugees in Lebanon. 
   The OIC Secretary General Dr. Yousef A. Othaimeen explained in his speech at the tenth 
session of the Independent Permanent Commission on Human Rights of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, held at the OIC General Secretariat headquarters in Jeddah on 29 
November 2016, that this project is similar to the initiative taken by the OIC after the 2004 
tsunami disaster, which is establishing an Islamic alliance in coordination with the Islamic 
humanitarian organizations and OIC Member States to provide humanitarian assistance to the 
children victims of the tsunami. 
   The Secretary General said that " the protection and promotion of children’s rights in 
situations of armed conflict, foreign occupation, emergencies and disasters", which is the theme 
of the current session of the Commission, comes at a time when conflicts and crises as well as 
humanitarian emergencies infringe on children’s rights and the international human rights law. 
He warned that children in these circumstances may be separated from their families and be 
subjected to violence, mistreatment and forced labour because of poverty, or may be forced to 
join armed militias…. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 10 December 2016] 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/using-aid-for-structural-change-in-fragile-states-could-help-curb-rising-instability.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-160/16
http://www.migracionoea.org/images/sicremi/SICREMI_ENGLISH_web.pdf
http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/Brief-SICREMI.pdf
http://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=11913&t_ref=4673&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=11913&t_ref=4673&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=11887&t_ref=4661&lan=en
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http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Sirithon Wairatpanij, Counsellor, 
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Thailand to the United Nations, on agenda item 149: 
Administrative and budgetary aspects of the financing of the United Nations peacekeeping 
operations: Combating sexual exploitation and abuse, at the main part of the seventy-first 
session of the Fifth Committee of the United Nations General Assembly (New York, 9 December 
2016) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Walaya Jariyadham, Counsellor, 
Permanent Mission of Thailand to the United Nations, introducing draft resolution A/71/L.33 
entitled "International cooperation on humanitarian assistance in the field of natural disasters, 
from relief to development" (New York, 8 December 2016) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ms. Thanavon Pamaranon, First 
Secretary, Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Thailand to the United Nations, at the plenary 
meeting of the Second Committee of the seventy-first session following the adoption of the 
resolution entitled "Implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further 
Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development and of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development" 
(A/C.2/71/L.19/Rev.1) under agenda item 19 (a) Sustainable Development (New York, 8 
December 2016) 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
Press Releases 
05 Dec 2016 – 
 As many as 21 of the world's stock exchanges to introduce sustainability reporting standards 
 
05 Dec 2016 –  
End Fishing Subsidies To Protect Millions Of Jobs In Developing Countries 
 
05 Dec 2016 – 
Better Competition Policy Protects Consumers And The Poor, Says UNCTAD On World 
Competition Day 
 
03 Dec 2016 – 
BioTrade is growing exponentially, generating jobs and protecting biodiversity 
   The trade in sustainable plant and animal products - or "BioTrade" - is growing exponentially, 
with export values reaching $4.5 billion in 2015 from $40 million in 2003, according to a new 
UNCTAD report published on Saturday.  
   Increased environmental awareness and shifting consumer preferences mean this growth is 
set to continue, generating jobs and incomes and protecting biodiversity too, says the report, 
entitled BioTrade: Connecting People, Planet and Markets. 
   "By applying commercial self-interest to the plants and animals around us, we use trade both 
to create jobs and livelihoods, but also to protect rare species," UNCTAD Secretary-General, 
Mukhisa Kituyi, said, ahead of an UNCTAD Congress to celebrate 20 years of work on BioTrade 
around the world… 
 
 

http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161209
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161209
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161209
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161209
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161209
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161209
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208b
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=161208
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=377
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=379
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=381
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=381
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=378
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ditctedmisc2016d2_en.pdf
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WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
WTO NEWS  
9 December 2016 
TRADE MONITORING 
 “Persistent” economic challenges continued to weigh on trade in 2016 
    Director-General Roberto Azevêdo’s annual overview of developments in the international 
trading system highlights the “persistent” global economic challenges in 2016 that continue to 
weigh on international trade. The report, which was discussed at a 9 December meeting of the 
WTO’s Trade Policy Review Body, urges members to work together to ensure that the benefits 
of trade are more widely spread and better understood.  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 10 December 2016] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
9 December 2016 
Statement of the President of the International Criminal Court, Judge Silvia Fernández de 
Gurmendi, on the occasion of Human Rights Day, 10 December 2016 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
7 December 2016 
International Criminal Court holds retreat with African States Parties in Addis Ababa 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
World Bank Injects $122 million to Tackle TB in Southern Africa  
Regional summit convenes in Maputo to explore innovative ways to confront TB MAPUTO, 
December 7, 2016— Following the approval by the World Bank Board in May of this year of 
$122 million worth of financial assistance to tackle the scourge of Tuberculosis (TB) in some of 
Southern Africa’s high burden TB countries --Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia… 
   …The project, under the name Southern Africa Tuberculosis and Health Systems Support 
Project targets mining communities, regions with high TB burdens or HIV/AIDS, transport 
corridors, and cross-border areas of the four target countries.  Its primary beneficiaries will be 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news16_e/trdev_09dec16_e.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=161209-stat-pres-hrd
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=161209-stat-pres-hrd
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=PR%201263
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/12/07/world-bank-injects-122-million-to-tackle-tb-in-southern-africa
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TB-affected individuals and households in line with the World Bank Group’s goals to support the 
most vulnerable as part of its thrust to ending extreme poverty and promoting shared 
prosperity in the world. 
Date: December 7, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
Despite progress, transparent and efficient government procurement rules remain a global 
challenge: WBG report  
WASHINGTON, December 5, 2016 – Public procurement rules and practices remain inefficient in 
large swathes of the world, despite government efforts towards efficiency in delivering better 
services to their...  
Date: December 5, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
World Bank Group Doubles Coalition of Partners Committed to Universal Financial Access  
    Washington, DC, Dec 1, 2016 — The World Bank Group has added 16 new partners to the 
coalition of institutions that are committed to help achieve Universal Financial Access (UFA) by 
the year 2020.  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
IMF  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
09/12/2016  
“United against corruption – Integrity counts”: African Development Bank commemorates 
International Anti-Corruption Day on December 9 
  - International Anti-Corruption Day is celebrated every December 9, marking the adoption of 
the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) in Merida, Mexico, on this day in 
2003.  
   With its Integrity and Anti-Corruption Department (IACD), the African Development Bank 
(AfDB) also commemorates this important date. Corruption and fraud are significant barriers to 
the proper conduct of the institution’s development work and to the achievement of the new 
Sustainable Development Goals adopted under the leadership of the United Nations. 
 
AfDB urges East African CSOs to be involved in environmental and social safeguards process to 
ensure sustainability of projects 
   08/12/2016 - "Environmental and Social Safeguards (E&S) are crucial for the success of 
develpment projects. They are paramount to ensure projects are environmentally and socially 
sustainable and that they are implemented with stakeholders' participation and timely public 
information disclosure:" The issue was discussed on 8 December 2016 in Nairobi, Kenya on the 
second day of the African Development Bank (AfDB)'s ongoing regional consultations workshop 
for East Africa Civil Society organizations (CSOs). 
 
African Economic Conference 2016: Ending hunger and enabling food security in Africa 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/12/05/despite-progress-transparent-and-efficient-government-procurement-rules-remain-a-global-challenge-wbg-report
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/12/05/despite-progress-transparent-and-efficient-government-procurement-rules-remain-a-global-challenge-wbg-report
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/12/01/world-bank-group-doubles-coalition-of-partners-committed-to-universal-financial-access
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/united-against-corruption-integrity-counts-african-development-bank-commemorates-international-anti-corruption-day-on-december-9-16537/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/united-against-corruption-integrity-counts-african-development-bank-commemorates-international-anti-corruption-day-on-december-9-16537/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-urges-east-african-csos-to-be-involved-in-environmental-and-social-safeguards-process-to-ensure-sustainability-of-projects-16535/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-urges-east-african-csos-to-be-involved-in-environmental-and-social-safeguards-process-to-ensure-sustainability-of-projects-16535/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/african-economic-conference-2016-ending-hunger-and-enabling-food-security-in-africa-16490/
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  02/12/2016 - Researchers, policy-makers and development partners converge in Abuja, 
Nigeria, for the 11th African Economic Conference (AEC) from December 5-7, 2016, to share 
ideas on topical African development issues including how to end hunger and ensure food 
security in Africa. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
6 December 2016 
Policy Shift Needed to Sustain Growth, Development in the Pacific — ADB 
   MANILA, PHILIPPINES (6 December 2016) — With average growth in the Pacific now 
projected at 2.7% in 2016 and 3.3% in 2017 — the lowest since the global financial and 
economic crisis — policies to reinvigorate and sustain economic activity need to be prioritized, 
according to the Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) December 2016 issue of the Pacific Economic 
Monitor launched today. 
 
6 December 2016 
FDI, Greater Trade Openness Can Counter the Risk of Rising Protectionism – ADB 
   Strengthening trade linkages and attracting foreign direct investment (FDI) will contribute to 
Asia and the Pacific’s growth and help improve resilience to emerging protectionism, according 
to a new ADB report. 
 
5 December 2016 
Development Support for Asia’s Rising Middle-Income Economies Needs Redrawing 
    MANILA, PHILIPPINES (5 December 2016) — The rising number of middle-income countries 
in Asia and the Pacific — 37 in 2015 compared with 24 in 2006 — will require increased 
financial support from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and other multilateral donors working 
in the region to help sustain growth and deal with rapidly unraveling challenges, says an ADB 
independent evaluation report. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/ 

[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of   
12/09/2016 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank breaks new ground approving two projects in Oman 
   Beijing, December 9, 2016 - The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank’s (the Bank) Board of 
Directors has approved two loans totaling US$301 million to finance two transport sector 
projects in the Sultanate of Oman, the Bank’s first in the Arabian Peninsula. 
   The Bank’s support comprises US$265 million towards Oman’s maritime infrastructure at 
Duqm Port and US$36 million to prepare the country’s first railway system… 
 

 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2016 
8 December 2016 
IFAD calls for agricultural investment to address poverty and inequality in Near East and North 
Africa  
 

http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/policy-shift-needed-sustain-growth-development-pacific-adb
https://www.adb.org/news/fdi-greater-trade-openness-can-counter-risk-rising-protectionism-adb
https://www.adb.org/news/development-support-asia-s-rising-middle-income-economies-needs-redrawing
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/
http://euweb.aiib.org/html/2016/NEWS_1209/190.html
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2016
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=36411915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=36411915&locale=en_US
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7 December 2016  
Africa is squandering its potential, IFAD President tells House of Lords  
 
7 December 2016 
Biodiversity essential for sustainable agriculture says IFAD report  
   Cancun, 7 December 2016 – A new report launched today by the UN’s International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) confirms the important role that the world’s biodiversity plays 
in ensuring the future of sustainable agricultural development.  
   “Biodiversity, including agricultural biodiversity, is the very foundation of life on earth and 
intrinsic to the whole sustainable development agenda,” said Margarita Astralaga, Director of 
IFAD's Environment and Climate Division. "Our report shows that biodiversity loss is one of the 
main threats to smallholder farmers and their communities. Without biodiversity, livelihoods are 
not sustainable and food security and nutrition for the entire planet is precarious.” 
   The Biodiversity Advantage: Global benefits from smallholder actions shows how IFAD-
supported projects are working with smallholder farmers to protect biodiversity in five countries, 
contributing to the well-being of communities as well as to the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals by helping to eradicate poverty, improve nutrition and promote sustainable 
agricultural practices… 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
07/12/2016 
393 graduates added into the health workforce in Africa after Amref Health Africa’s 
30th graduation ceremony  
   Flushed faces and excited voices could be seen and heard from the gates of Amref Health 
Africa Headquarters on 6 December 2016. 393 students of Amref Health Africa, accompanied by 
their family members who came to witness the fruits of their hard work, received their 
certificates, diplomas and degrees. ... 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
Mumbai, Tuesday, 08 November 2016  
Dr. P. Namperumalsamy Honoured with Forbes Award  
   Dr. P. Namperumalsamy, Chairman Emeritus, Aravind Eye Care System was honoured with 
Forbes India Leadership Awards (FILA) 2016 - Entrepreneur with Social Impact category at 
Hotel Trident, Mumbai. The Awards, now in their sixth year, celebrate transformational 
leadership and corporate excellence and is Forbes India’s most prestigious event. Dr. P. 

https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=36369920&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=36317915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/documents/10180/b002de27-30c5-4102-914d-d5ea5d562fe7
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/393-graduates-added-into-the-health-workforce-in-africa-after-amref-health-africas-30th-graduation-ceremony-/
http://amref.org/news/news/393-graduates-added-into-the-health-workforce-in-africa-after-amref-health-africas-30th-graduation-ceremony-/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
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Namperumalsamy has been selected unanimously by the jury as he has taken Aravind Eye Care 
forward and made a deep-rooted impact on the community.  
 
 
BRAC  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Thursday, 08 December 2016 00:00  
7 day donation drive for Korail starts today  
2000 people are homeless after Dhaka’s biggest slum caught fire on Sunday, 4 December. 495 
households were destroyed in less than two hours. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
7th Dec 2016 
Indonesia earthquake: CARE team leads assessment to affected areas 
"We don’t know how many people are still buried under the rubble." 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
09.12.2016 
Call to Action: Horn of Africa Drought Crisis 
   The Horn of Africa is experiencing a devastating drought, which has left more than 15 million 
people in Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia facing food and water shortages and in need of urgent 
humanitarian assistance. The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) joined other 10 NGOs in issuing an 
urgent Call for Action on the ongoing drought situation. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 10 December 2016]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 10 December 2016]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Posted on December 07, 2016  
Numerous barriers to jobs for people with disabilities in developing countries 

   Decent, salaried jobs in developing countries are rarely an option for people with 
disabilities, according to a new white paper, Situation of wage employment for people 

http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.brac.net/component/k2/item/1005-7-day-donation-drive-for-korail-starts-today
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/indonesia-earthquake-care-team-leads-assessment-to-affected-areas
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.dk/news/call-to-action-horn-of-africa-drought-crisis
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.handicap-international.us/numerous_barriers_to_jobs_for_people_with_disabilities_in_developing_countries
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/handicapinternational/pages/1479/attachments/original/1480713329/EmploymentWhitePaper-WEB_Dec2.pdf?1480713329
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with disabilities: ten developing countries in focus. The result is that people with 
disabilities are denied one of their fundamental rights—the right to employment… 
   
 
Heifer International  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 10 December 2016]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Posted: 01 December 2016 
As people with HIV age, they must be included in HIV prevention, treatment, care 
and support 
   UNAIDS is calling for a comprehensive strategy to respond to the increasing long-term health 
care costs associated with older people who have HIV.  
 

 
ICRC  [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles      
Everyone wounded or sick during armed conflict has the right to health care 
On the occasion of International Human Rights Day – we, the undersigned organizations, speak 
out in support of the Health Care in Danger initiative. 
08-12-2016 | Article  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Speech by ICRC president at International Conference on Islam and IHL 
Speech given by Mr Peter Maurer, president of the ICRC, at International Conference on Islam 
and IHL in Qom, Iran. 
08-12-2016 | Article  
 
New survey reveals Australian attitudes to torture in conflict 
   A new Red Cross survey shows that the majority of Australians oppose torture in war but 
many don't know that torturing a soldier for information is wrong, while some think it is 
acceptable. The Australian survey coincides with a global report on att 
06-12-2016 | News release  
 
Global survey reveals strong support for Geneva Conventions but growing 
indifference to torture 
   Geneva (ICRC) – With fighting intensifying around the Syrian city of Aleppo, a new survey, 
published today, on how people around the world perceive a range of issues relating to war, 
indicates overwhelming support in the belief that wars should have  
05-12-2016 | News release  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
IFRC   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
9 December 2016 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/handicapinternational/pages/1479/attachments/original/1480713329/EmploymentWhitePaper-WEB_Dec2.pdf?1480713329
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/as-people-with-hiv-age-they-must-be-included-in-hiv-prevention-treatment-care-and-support/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/as-people-with-hiv-age-they-must-be-included-in-hiv-prevention-treatment-care-and-support/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/everyone-wounded-or-sick-during-armed-conflict-has-right-health-care
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/speech-icrc-president-international-conference-islam-and-ihl
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/new-survey-reveals-australian-attitudes-torture-conflict
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/global-survey-reveals-strong-support-geneva-conventions-growing-indifference-torture
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/global-survey-reveals-strong-support-geneva-conventions-growing-indifference-torture
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/
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Joint statement: Everyone wounded or sick during armed conflict has the right to 
health care  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
2 December 2016 
IFRC appeals for 2.4 million Swiss francs to assist Dominican Republic communities 
devastated by floods  
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases 
Statement 
Thousands fleeing Raqqa offensive in northern Syria – IRC responding with health 
care and cash 
   New York, NY, December 1, 2016 — The International Rescue Committee is providing 
emergency cash and health care to thousands of Syrians who have fled their homes since 
military operations began on November 9 to retake Raqqa city from ISIS. 
The IRC estimates that around 16,700 people have been displaced from the Al Hazimeh area of 
northern Syria so far, with many walking around 50 km (31 miles) north to reach safety…  
 
 
IRCT  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News   10 Dec 2016  
IRCT Council elects new Executive Committee and President 
   The IRCT is pleased to announce that a new Executive Committee and a new President and 
Vice-President were elected at yesterday’s IRCT Council meeting in Mexico City. 
  The Council unanimously elected Jorge Aroche, Chief Executive Officer of Australian IRCT 
member centre, Service for the Treatment and Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma Survivors 
(STARTTS), as the new IRCT President. Ms Sana Hamzeh, Psychotherapist at Restart Center for 
Rehabilitation of Victims of Violence and Torture in Lebanon, was elected Vice-President… 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 10 December 2016]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
December 6, 2016  
Clothes factory helps women to lift themselves out of poverty 
Widows in rural Kosova are being supported to set up their own sewing businesses. 
   Islamic Relief is reaching out to the most disadvantaged group of widows in Kosova, 
supplying sewing machines and tailoring training… 
 
December 2, 2016  
Kashmir emergency response for 1,500 displaced families 
Increased tensions on the Pakistani-Indian border have caused 11,000 families to flee. 
   Over the last two days Islamic Relief has delivered 300 food packs to feed 1,500 people who 
have fled their homes in the Upper Neelum Valley. 
   It’s believed thousands of families living along the border line have left their homes behind 
and moved towards nearby towns… 
 

 

http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/joint-statement-everyone-wounded-or-sick-during-armed-conflict-has-the-right-to-health-care/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/joint-statement-everyone-wounded-or-sick-during-armed-conflict-has-the-right-to-health-care/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/americas/dominican-republic/ifrc-appeals-for-24-million-swiss-francs-to-assist-dominican-republic-communities-devastated-by-floods-/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/americas/dominican-republic/ifrc-appeals-for-24-million-swiss-francs-to-assist-dominican-republic-communities-devastated-by-floods-/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/thousands-fleeing-raqqa-offensive-northern-syria-irc-responding-health-care-and-cash
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/thousands-fleeing-raqqa-offensive-northern-syria-irc-responding-health-care-and-cash
https://www.rescue.org/Syria
http://www.irct.org/
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/latest-news/article/896
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/
http://www.islamic-relief.org/clothes-factory-helps-women-to-lift-themselves-out-of-poverty/
http://www.islamic-relief.org/kashmir-emergency-response-for-1500-displaced-families/
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Landsea   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
Nov. 29, 2016 
Landesa announces hire of new China Program Director 
   Landesa has hired Wan Yang as its China Program Director. Wan Yang oversees Landesa’s 
operations in China, including research and recommendations on national land policy  
that strengthens the land rights of millions of rural families… 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 10 December 2016]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
Yemen: Saudi-Led Airstrike on Abs Hospital Cannot be Justified as Unintentional 
Error  
December 09, 2016 
On August 15, 2016, a hospital supported by Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF) in Yemen's Hajjah governorate was hit by an airstrike conducted by the Saudi-led 
coalition, killing 19 people, including one MSF staff member, and injuring 24 others. On 
December 6, the coalition's Joint Incidents Assessment Team (JIAT) released a statement 
calling the strike an "unintentional error" and making other claims which MSF disputes as 
follows. 
 
Press release 
Jordan's Border Closure Forces MSF to Close Clinic for War-Wounded Syrians 
   AMMAN, JORDAN, DECEMBER 7, 2016—A clinic run by Doctors Without Borders/Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF) in Jordan's Zaatari refugee camp has been forced to close due to 
Jordan's closure of its Syrian border, preventing war-wounded Syrians from receiving treatment, 
MSF said today. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
India, December 2, 2016 
Mercy Corps: Small Business Resilience Critical in Mitigating Disaster Like 2015 
Chennai Floods 
One year after floods in India killed hundreds and left nearly two million people displaced, new 
research highlights critical lessons for the future  
   PORTLAND, ORE. – On the anniversary of devastating flooding in the city of Chennai, India, 
the global organization Mercy Corps has put forth a new report, Transforming Chennai, calling 
on the global urban development community to work with local governments and financial 
institutions to provide protections for small businesses in growing urban centers such as this 
one. Helping small enterprises weather disaster, according to the report, can significantly 
improve a city’s chances of thriving economically… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 

http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.landesa.org/wp-content/uploads/Press-Release-China-Program-Director-11-29-16.pdf
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/yemen-saudi-led-airstrike-abs-hospital-cannot-be-justified-unintentional-error
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/yemen-saudi-led-airstrike-abs-hospital-cannot-be-justified-unintentional-error
http://spa.gov.sa/1567351?lang=en&newsid=1567351
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/jordans-border-closure-forces-msf-close-clinic-war-wounded-syrians
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/syria-desperate-conditions-worsen-five-months-after-jordanian-border-closure
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-small-business-resilience-critical-mitigating-disaster-2015-chennai
https://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-small-business-resilience-critical-mitigating-disaster-2015-chennai
https://www.mercycorps.org/
https://www.mercycorps.org/sites/default/files/Transforming_Chennai_Okapi_Mercy_Corps.pdf
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
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OXFAM [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Yemen: a few months away from running out of food 
6 December 2016 
   Yemen’s population is at risk of catastrophic hunger as food imports continue to plunge and 
on current trends the war-torn country will effectively run out of things to eat in a few months. 
 
Uniting for peace in Syria: Global civil society appeals to UN Member States  
2 December 2016 
   Oxfam - as part of a global coalition of 223 civil society organizations - urgently calls upon UN 
member states to step in and request an Emergency Special Session of the UN General 
Assembly to demand an end to all unlawful attacks in Aleppo and elsewhere in Syria. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Published 09. Dec 2016  
NRC’s Country Director expelled from South Sudan 
The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is deeply concerned about the expulsion of the Country 
Director of NRC South Sudan.  
   On Friday, December 9th NRC’s South Sudan Country Director was asked to leave South 
Sudan after having been detained by National Security for more than 24 hours. He has now 
arrived in Nairobi and is unharmed. 
   “The expulsion of our Country Director is a serious setback to our humanitarian work for 
civilians in dire need of support. The government should prioritize to bring an end to the 
violence that has displaced more than 3 million of its citizens – one million of whom are now 
refugees in neighbouring countries. To undermine our relief to vulnerable citizens’ is an affront 
to the international humanitarian community in South Sudan,” said Jan Egeland, Secretary 
General of NRC… 
 
Published 02. Dec 2016  
Terrible conditions for refugees in Greece 
Tiril Skarstein|  
   The Norwegian Refugee Council is deeply concerned about the conditions for refugees and 
migrants meeting the freezing winter weather in cold tents, warehouses and barracks in 
Greece.  
 
 
Pact  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.pactworld.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Dec 08, 2016  
Peru: More Safe Houses for People with Chronic Mental Illness 
   Partners In Health pioneered the first safe house for women living with chronic mental illness 
in Lima. It's been so successful that Peru's government now plans to expand the model 
nationwide.  

http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-12-06/yemen-few-months-away-running-out-food
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-12-02/uniting-peace-syria-global-civil-society-appeals-un-member-states
http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2016/des/nrcs-country-director-expelled-from-south-sudan/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2016/des/terrible-conditions-for-refugees-in-greece/
http://www.pactworld.org/news
http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.pih.org/blog/safe-house-model-to-expand-throughout-peru
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PATH  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
December 9, 2016 
Collapsed School Buildings and Severe Cracking in Classroom Walls Leave 
Earthquake-Hit Aceh With an Education Crisis on Its Hands  
 
Save the Children Ready to Respond to Massive Solomon Islands Earthquake as 
Damage Assessment Begins  
December 9, 2016 
 
Concern for Children After Powerful Earthquake Hits Indonesia  
December 7, 2016 
 
International Plea to Save 400,000 Children From Looming Nigeria Famine  
December 2, 2016 
 
Urgent Call for Safe Routes out of East Aleppo as Children Killed Trying to Escape  
December 2, 2016 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
05.12.2016  
Young entrepreneurs: Growing a business from the ground up 
   Young people face significant challenges when they try to transition into the labour market. 
Often, there are not enough jobs or young people do not have adequate skills to find work. 
Entrepreneurship training is one way to help bridge this gap in Uganda. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
December 6, 2016  
Press Advisory - Growing Human Rights Momentum in West Africa  
   For over two decades, a human rights movement among rural communities in West Africa has 
been slowly and quietly building. 
 
December 5, 2016  
Building skills and confidence in Guinea-Bissau  

http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14967239
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14967239
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14967241
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14967241
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14967075
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14958935
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14958941
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/publications/news/young-entrepreneurs-growing-a-business
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.tostan.org/blog/press-advisory-growing-human-rights-momentum-west-africa
http://www.tostan.org/blog/building-skills-and-confidence-guinea-bissau
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   In West African communities, oral tradition is the norm. Knowing how to read and write 
depends on formal schooling, which is inaccessible to many ... 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 10 December 2016]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Freedom House [to 10 December 2016] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Press Releases 
Michael J. Abramowitz Named President of Freedom House 
December 9, 2016 
   Michael J. Abramowitz, director of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum’s Levine Institute for 
Holocaust Education and a distinguished former journalist at the Washington Post, will become 
president of Freedom House on February 6, 2017, the organization’s Board of Trustees 
announced today. 
 
Joint Letters 
Joint Statement: Uzbekistan: Investigate Death in Custody, Torture 
December 2, 2016 
  Uzbek authorities should ensure a thorough, impartial, and transparent investigation into the 
alleged torture of two brothers by the Uzbek National Security Service (SNB), and the death in 
custody of one of them, Human Rights Watch, the International Partnership for Human Rights, 
Freedom House, the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, and the Association for Human Rights in 
Central Asia 
 
Press Releases 
Freedom House Elects New Members to its Board of Trustees 
December 1, 2016 
   Freedom House is pleased to announce the election of six new members to its Board of 
Trustees. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
4 December 2016 
17th  International Anti-Corruption Conference: The time for justice, equity, security 
and trust is now 
   The 17th International Anti-Corruption Conference (IACC) with the theme Time for Justice: 
Equity, Security, Trust concluded today in Panama City with a call for people all over the world 
to come together with activists, governments, business and the media to defeat corruption… 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 

http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/michael-j-abramowitz-named-president-freedom-house
https://freedomhouse.org/article/joint-statement-uzbekistan-investigate-death-custody-torture
https://freedomhouse.org/article/freedom-house-elects-new-members-its-board-trustees
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/17_international_anti_corruption_conference_the_time_for_justice_equity_sec
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/17_international_anti_corruption_conference_the_time_for_justice_equity_sec
http://childfundalliance.org/news/
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December 05, 2016    
ChildFund Alliance launches new website, showcasing global reach and impact  
by Diana Quick    
 
 
CONCORD  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Dec 5, 2016  
CONCORD in partnership with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
by Helene Debaisieux  
CONCORD is happy to announce the signing of a renewed partnership with the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation for the coming two years. 
   …The overall objective of the funding is to deepen analysis and broaden participation within 
CONCORD work towards “more and better aid from the European Union”… 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Guest blog   Dhananjayan Sriskandarajah   8 December 2016  
We need to safeguard civic space 
Danny Sriskandarajah, Secretary-General of CIVICUS, marks Human Rights Day by reflecting on 
civil society's successes and challenges, noting the declining space for citizens to organise and 
mobilise and calling for the need to construct a progressive narrative around freedom of 
movement and human rights 
 
News 29 November 2016  
Acting together to secure a sustainable future 
   In a world of rising intolerance, Mary Robinson draws courage from leaders working to tackle 
the global challenge of climate change. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 10 December 2016] 
www.evidenceaid.org 
December 8, 2016  
Factors determining quality of care in family planning services in Africa: A 
systematic review of mixed evidence 

https://childfundalliance.org/news-and-views/statements/230-childfund-alliance-launches-new-website-showcasing-global-reach-and-impact
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
https://concordeurope.org/2016/12/05/partnership-bill-melinda-gates-foundation/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/we-need-safeguard-civic-space
http://theelders.org/article/acting-together-secure-sustainable-future
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/factors-determining-quality-of-care-in-family-planning-services-in-africa-a-systematic-review-of-mixed-evidence/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/factors-determining-quality-of-care-in-family-planning-services-in-africa-a-systematic-review-of-mixed-evidence/
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Claire Allen  
Read the full review here 
   There is limited evidence on factors determining quality of care in family planning services in 
Africa that shows quality of care is influenced by multiple factors, but suggests lowering access 
barriers and avoiding unnecessary pre-requisites for taking contraceptive methods are 
important to improve the quality of care in family planning services.  
 
Improving use of family planning services is key to improving maternal health in Africa, and 
provision of quality of care in family planning services is critical to support higher levels of 
contraceptive uptake. The objective of this systematic review was to synthesize the available 
evidence on factors determining the quality of care in family planning services in Africa.     
  Strategies to improve provider behavior and competency are important. Moreover, strategies 
that minimize client waiting time and ensure client confidentiality should be implemented to 
ensure quality of care in family planning services. However, no strong evidence based 
conclusions and recommendations may be drawn from the evidence. Future studies are needed 
to identify the most important factors associated with quality of care in family planning services 
in a wider range of African countries. 
 
 
Gavi [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
8 December 2016  
Gavi to support immunisation of children in Syria 
Gavi Board decisions also taken to strengthen emergency vaccine stockpiles and to accelerate 
human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine programme to protect 40 million girls against cervical 
cancer by 2020 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Global Fund [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
01 December 2016  
Global Fund Welcomes UK’s Multilateral Development Review  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 10 December 2016] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
Selected News Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA -International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 10 December 2016] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest Resources 
NGO key messages for HC Dialogue 2016  
December, 2016 
   …2017 must be the year of laying strong foundations for action, putting commitments and 
recommendations into practice. In this perspective, protecting children on the move should be 
at the very heart of the implementation of the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework 
and the Global Compact on Refugees. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0165627
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2016/gavi-to-support-immunisation-of-children-in-syria/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-12-01_Global_Fund_Welcomes_UK_Multilateral_Development_Review/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/ngo-key-messages-hc-dialogue-2016
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HC Dialogue on Protection 2016: Joint Messages from Friends of the Dialogue  
December, 2016 
 
FY2017 PRM General NGO Guidelines for Overseas Assistance  
December, 2016 
 
 
InterAction  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Locus 
http://locusworld.org/ 
“Locus is a movement focused on engaging those we serve, practitioners, the private sector, 
donors and to drive adoption of locally owned, integrated solutions.” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
07 Dec 16  
Start Fund to test revolutionary blockchain technology in disaster response 
by Antigone Mathianaki  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
News Article 
First global humanitarian fund to finance interventions before disasters happen  
30 Nov 16  
Aid agencies will be enabled to tackle looming disasters before they have occurred, under 
a pioneering project being launched today by the Start Network. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified.. 
 

https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/hc-dialogue-protection-2016joint-messages-friends-dialogue
https://www.icvanetwork.org/resources/fy2017-prm-general-ngo-guidelines-overseas-assistance
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases
http://locusworld.org/
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/start-fund-test-revolutionary-blockchain-technology-disaster-response
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs/first-global-humanitarian-fund-finance-interventions-disasters-happen
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news
http://www.alnap.org/
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CHS Alliance  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
09/12/2016 
CHS Guidance Notes and Indicators launch in Japanese 
 
   The Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS) Guidance Notes and Indicators are now available in 
Japanese thanks to the members of the Quality and Accountability Network in Japan, JANIC and 
Shinnyo-en.  
 
09/12/2016 
Case study: Using the Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS) for development 
programme interventions 
   This case study illustrates how Women Support Association (WSA) applies the Core 
Humanitarian Standard (CHS) in development interventions targeting vulnerable communities, 
especially women, in Ethiopia. It demonstrates how WSA has contextualised the Nine 
Commitments of the CHS in its accountability framework.  
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
29 November 2016 | Sphere Project 
Sphere Handbook now delivered with the Core Humanitarian Standard 
   A further step towards incorporating the Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS) into the Sphere 
Handbook has been taken: now buyers of the Handbook also receive a free-of-charge copy of 
the CHS.  
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 10 December 
2016] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Publications 
CC Country Eligibility Predictions for FY2017 
12/6/16 
Sarah Rose  

http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/chs-guidance-notes-and-indicators-launch-in-japanese
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/case-study-using-the-core-humanitarian-standard-chs-for-development-programme-interventions
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/case-study-using-the-core-humanitarian-standard-chs-for-development-programme-interventions
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/core-humanitarian-standard-delivered-with-sphere-handbook/
https://phap.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/mcc-country-eligibility-predictions-fy2017


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

   The last board meeting of the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) under the Obama 
administration will take place on December 13, 2016. On the docket? Selecting which countries 
will be eligible for MCC assistance for fiscal year (FY) 2017. For the fourteenth year running, 
CGD’s Rethinking US Development Policy Initiative discusses the overarching issues that will 
impact the decisions and offers its predictions of which countries will be selected. 
 
Internationally Comparable Mathematics Scores for Fourteen African Countries - 
Working Paper 444 
12/2/16 
Justin Sandefur  
   Internationally comparable test scores play a central role in both research and policy debates 
on education. However, the main international testing regimes, such as PISA, TIMSS, or PIRLS, 
include very few low-income countries. For instance, most countries in Southern and Eastern 
Africa have opted instead for a regional assessment known as SACMEQ. This paper exploits an 
overlap between the SACMEQ and TIMSS tests—in both country coverage, and questions 
asked—to assess the feasibility of constructing global learning metrics by equating regional and 
international scales. I find that learning levels in this sample of African countries are 
consistently (a) low in absolute terms; (b) significantly lower than predicted by African per 
capita GDP levels; and (c) converging slowly, if at all, to the rest of the world during the 2000s. 
Creating test scores which are truly internationally comparable would be a global public good, 
requiring more concerted effort at the design stage. 
 
Fiscal Devolution and Health Financing Reform: Lessons for India from Brazil, China, 
and Mexico 
12/1/16 
Anit Mukherjee  
   In 2015, India's system of fiscal devolution underwent a radical transformation. This paper 
uses the experience of Brazil, China, and Mexico to draw important lessons on how India can 
use the opportunity of fiscal devolution to create a better system of health financing through 
better policy coordination between federal and local governments. 
 
Learning Data for Better Policy: A Global Agenda 
11/29/16 
Nancy Birdsall , Barbara Bruns and Janeen Madan  
Behind the learning crisis in much of the developing world is a huge data gap. 
 
A Global Offer for Learning (GOL): Based on Experiences with Paying for Results 
11/28/16 
William Savedoff  
   Children in developing countries get lots of schooling, but they are not necessarily learning. 
To address this, countries need new forms of feedback, experimentation, and financing that 
conventional aid is ill-suited to provide. This paper reviews experiences with an unconventional 
aid modality—paying for results—as it could apply to learning. The paper explains how such a 
program could be implemented and accelerate institutional changes needed to improve student 
learning. 
 
 
ODI   [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room 
Press release | 7 December 2016 

http://www.cgdev.org/publication/math-scores-fourteen-african-countries
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/math-scores-fourteen-african-countries
http://www.cgdev.org/fiscal-devolution-health-financing-reform
http://www.cgdev.org/fiscal-devolution-health-financing-reform
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/learning-data-better-policy
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/global-offer-learning-gol-based-experiences-paying-results
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
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Child labourers working over 60 hours a week in the slums of Bangladesh – new 
report  
   Child labourers in the slums of Dhaka are working on average 64 hours a week, according to 
a new report from the Overseas Development Institute 
 
Selected Studies 
Assessing reserve management during economic crises: lessons from Indonesia and 
Nigeria  
   Working and discussion papers | December 2016 | Phyllis Papadavid 
This Shockwatch bulletin compares two oil-producing economies, Indonesia and Nigeria, and 
draws lessons from Indonesia’s management of its economic crises. 
 
Child labour and education: a survey of slum settlements in Dhaka  
Research reports and studies | December 2016 | Maria Quattri and Kevin Watkins 
   Our report presents findings from one of the largest surveys on child labour and education 
conducted in the slums of Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
 
Climate change, migration and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  
Briefing papers | December 2016 | Emily Wilkinson, Lisa Schipper, Catherine Simonet and 
Zaneta Kubik 
   This briefing looks at the anticipated impacts of climate-induced migration on efforts to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) on climate change – SDG13. 
 
Migration and displacement: our approach and priorities  
Bibliography and literature reviews | December 2016 | Marta Foresti, Jessica Hagen-Zanker and 
Helen Dempster 
   This brochure outlines the work of the migration and displacement programme at ODI over 
the past year. 
 
Foreign policy and humanitarian action: an agenda for inquiry  
Working and discussion papers | November 2016 | Sherine El Taraboulsi, Victoria Metcalfe and 
Barnaby Willitts-King 
   This HPG working paper provides an introductory understanding to the interplay between a 
state’s foreign policy and humanitarian action 
 
Post-election rises in US interest rates: rate rises could hurt Africa's access to 
finance  
Briefing papers | November 2016 | Phyllis Papadavid 
   Sustained US interest rate rises could affect access to finance for sub-Saharan African 
economies already vulnerable as a result of depreciating currencies and slowing growth. 
 
‘Turning a blind eye’: the policy response to Rohingya refugees in Malaysia  
Working and discussion papers | November 2016 | Caitlin Wake 
   This HPG working paper examines the various institutions, organisations and policies that 
affect the lives and livelihoods of Rohingya refugees in Malaysia. 
 
How can social protection build resilience? Insights from Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Uganda  
Working and discussion papers | November 2016 | Martina Ulrichs and Rachel Slater 
   This BRACED working paper reflects on the actual and potential contributions social 
protection can make to increase the resilience of the poorest and most vulnerable. 

https://www.odi.org/news/813-child-labourers-working-over-60-hours-week-slums-bangladesh-new-report
https://www.odi.org/news/813-child-labourers-working-over-60-hours-week-slums-bangladesh-new-report
https://www.odi.org/publications/10656-assessing-reserve-management-during-economic-crises-lessons-indonesia-and-nigeria
https://www.odi.org/publications/10656-assessing-reserve-management-during-economic-crises-lessons-indonesia-and-nigeria
https://www.odi.org/publications/10654-child-labour-and-education-survey-slum-settlements-dhaka
https://www.odi.org/publications/10655-climate-change-migration-and-2030-agenda-sustainable-development
https://www.odi.org/publications/10651-migration-and-displacement-our-approach-and-priorities
https://www.odi.org/publications/10650-foreign-policy-and-humanitarian-action-agenda-inquiry
https://www.odi.org/publications/10650-foreign-policy-and-humanitarian-action-agenda-inquiry
https://www.odi.org/publications/10650-foreign-policy-and-humanitarian-action-agenda-inquiry
https://www.odi.org/publications/10649-post-election-rises-us-interest-rates-rate-rises-could-hurt-africas-access-finance
https://www.odi.org/publications/10649-post-election-rises-us-interest-rates-rate-rises-could-hurt-africas-access-finance
https://www.odi.org/publications/10649-post-election-rises-us-interest-rates-rate-rises-could-hurt-africas-access-finance
https://www.odi.org/publications/10649-post-election-rises-us-interest-rates-rate-rises-could-hurt-africas-access-finance
https://www.odi.org/publications/10648-rohingya-refugees-unhcr-livelihood
https://www.odi.org/publications/10647-how-can-social-protection-build-resilience-insights-ethiopia-kenya-and-uganda
https://www.odi.org/publications/10647-how-can-social-protection-build-resilience-insights-ethiopia-kenya-and-uganda
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Resilient risk governance: experience from the Sahel and Horn of Africa  
Research reports and studies | November 2016 | Elizabeth Carabine, Sabrina Chesterman and 
Emily Wilkinson 
   This BRACED report explores how local risk governance systems and institutional 
arrangements can mediate people’s access to services that build resilience. 
 
Water management and stewardship: taking stock of corporate water behaviour  
Working and discussion papers | November 2016 | Peter Newborne and James Dalton 
   This paper discusses how private companies are responding to calls to improve their water 
management in response to international guides and standards on ‘water stewardship’. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 10 December 2016] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  
 
 

Aga Khan Foundation   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp 
7 December 2016 
University of Toronto and the University of Central Asia sign an academic 
partnership agreement  
   Toronto, Canada, 7 December 2016 - The University of Toronto (UofT) and the University of 
Central Asia (UCA) signed a memorandum of understanding to build linkages through 
curriculum and faculty development, faculty and student mobility and joint research 
collaborations… 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.odi.org/publications/10646-resilient-risk-governance-experience-sahel-and-horn-africa
https://www.odi.org/publications/10645-private-companies-water-management-water-stewardship-drivers-corporate-water-behaviour-connection
http://www.urban.org/about/media
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp
http://www.akdn.org/ru/press-release/%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82-%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%B8-%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82-%D1%86%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B8-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5-%D0%BE%D0%B1
http://www.akdn.org/ru/press-release/%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82-%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%B8-%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82-%D1%86%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B9-%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%B8-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B8-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5-%D0%BE%D0%B1
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/
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Clinton Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies, the Japanese Government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
12/05/2016  
Grameen Foundation lndia launches G-LEAP e-learning app 
App equips microfinance field staff with hands-on training  
   New Delhi, Dec 5, 2016: Grameen Foundation India, a technical services provider dedicated 
to advancing financial inclusion, today launched Grameen Learning Program (G-LEAP), a first of 
its kind e-learning app for microfinance institutions which enables any-time, any-where 
learning. Powered by HandyTrain, the app will help organizations train frontline microfinance 
staff and agents quickly and cost-effectively, anywhere and at anytime… 
 

 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/ 
December 6, 2016  
Q&A on the Open Government Partnership 2016 summit   
   More than 3000 government and civil society representatives from 70 countries will gather in 
Paris from Dec. 7-9 for the Open Government Partnership Global Summit. The Open 
Government Partnership (OGP) is a high-level platform for governments and their citizens to 
work together around national and global problems neither can solve alone. On the 2016 
agenda: ...  
 
December 5, 2016  
A practical guide to outcome-focused philanthropy   
  Outcome-focused philanthropy is the Hewlett Foundation’s approach to how we practice 
strategic philanthropy. It guides how we do our work, from start to finish. We’ve been 
practicing strategic philanthropy for more than a decade—focusing on what problem or 
opportunity we’re trying to address, whether we’re achieving our outcomes and why (or why 
not), and how…  
By  Lori Grange  
 

https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/press-releases/grameen-foundation-lndia-launches-g-leap-e-learning-app
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/
http://www.hewlett.org/qa-open-government-partnership-summit/
http://www.hewlett.org/qa-open-government-partnership-summit/
http://www.hewlett.org/qa-open-government-partnership-summit/
http://www.hewlett.org/practical-guide-outcome-focused-philanthropy/
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December 1, 2016  
Hewlett Foundation’s 50th anniversary symposium: From promise to progress in the 
social sector   
   In honor of the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation’s 50th anniversary, we are bringing 
together experts from philanthropy, nonprofits, business, academia and government, for a two-
day symposium at Stanford University on the history of philanthropy and future challenges. In 
the last 50 years, the world’s population has grown from 3 billion to more than 7…  
  
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Announces Death of Eric Hilton 
December 10, 2016  
 
Our News 
This World AIDS Day, We Salute the Efforts of our Partners to Help Children Affected 
by HIV and AIDS to Thrive 
December 1, 2016  
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Dec 04 2016  Research 
HHMI Scientists Selected to Receive Breakthrough Prizes 
Summary 
HHMI investigators Stephen Elledge, Roel Nusse and Huda Zoghbi are among the scientists 
honored for transformative advances toward understanding living systems and extending 
human life. 
Highlights 
:: The Breakthrough Prizes recognize pioneering work in physics and genetics, cosmology, and 
neurology and mathematics. 
:: Founded in 2013, the Breakthrough Prize Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation dedicated 
to advancing breakthrough research, celebrating scientists and generating excitement about the 
pursuit of science as a care 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Dec. 8, 2016 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation and broad coalition announce National Day of Healing on 
Jan. 17, 2017 
Working with more than 130 partners in its Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation enterprise, 
WKKF seeks to advance racial healing in communities across the country to create 
environments where all children can thrive  
 

http://www.hewlett.org/hewlett-foundations-50th-anniversary-symposium-promise-progress-social-sector/
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CARLSBAD, CA – With racial divisiveness rising in America’s urban, rural and suburban 
communities, today the W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF), together with more than 130 
organizations committed to the Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation (TRHT) enterprise, 
called for a National Day of Healing on January 17, 2017. On that day, activities by community, 
civic, government and corporate leaders will spur efforts to heal the wounds created by racial, 
ethnic and religious bias and build an equitable and just society so that all children can thrive. 
 
“As a nation, we must come to terms with the deep divides in our communities,” said WKKF 
President and CEO La June Montgomery Tabron.  “Our nation is crying out for healing, which 
can only come with a shared understanding of our collective past and a sustained effort to 
dismantle the structures, policies, practices and systems that divide us, and perpetuate 
conscious and unconscious bias.” 
 
Ms. Tabron said the National Day of Healing is a response to the broad call for healing following 
the contentious rhetoric, hate crimes, vivid expressions of racism and stories of children crying 
with fear and anxiety. Calls for healing have come from both President Obama and President-
elect Trump, as well as 32 states. 
 
“We envision that government, private sector and non-profit entities will join this call for healing 
to kick off a year,” said Ms. Tabron. “Let us remind ourselves that we are not a nation of 
demolition workers trying to destroy institutions, but rather a community of creative 
construction workers seeking to build bridges and commonality that will ensure a more perfect 
union and oneness within our country.” 
 
A National Day of Healing will kick-off a year-long effort to bring healing to different parts of 
this country, in follow-up to this week’s TRHT Summit, where 570 representatives from 
committed organizations and communities gathered in Carlsbad, California, to discuss 
implementation of TRHT in communities, organizations and by individuals.  Underscoring the 
widespread reach and influence of TRHT, the community, corporate and non-profit partners 
have a collective network of more than 289 million Americans.  
 
TRHT will focus on transformation in America - the nation was conceived in the constitution and 
built on a belief in racial hierarchy, a collective national consciousness that has dominated the 
educational, economic, social and legal discourse for centuries. TRHT will provide a collective 
commitment and long-term determination to embrace a new narrative for the nation, a belief in 
our common humanity… 
 
Dec. 2, 2016 
Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation enterprise critical response to bridging 
communities, nation 
Statement by La June Montgomery Tabron, president & CEO, W.K. Kellogg Foundation  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
Published December 9, 2016 
Press release 
Announcing $18 Million Initial Investment to Support India's Climate Leadership 
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   MacArthur today announced more than $18 million in grants to support India’s growing 
national, regional, and global leadership on climate change. MacArthur has maintained an office 
in India since 1994. 
   The Foundation will provide resources for civil society organizations to work with the Indian 
government on climate policy, spur renewable energy production by filling critical knowledge 
gaps, encourage the adoption of clean technology, and explore carbon pricing and emissions 
trading. This funding marks MacArthur’s initial investment to support climate solutions in India 
since announcing its broader commitment last year to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
encourage international leadership and cooperation. 
   “India aspires to bring electricity to millions while also limiting its contributions to global 
warming,” said MacArthur Foundation President Julia Stasch. “The Government of India has 
already demonstrated admirable leadership on addressing climate change with the 
commitments it made in the Paris Agreement. MacArthur enjoys strong working relationships 
with Indian research institutions, NGOs, and the government, and we look forward to continued 
productive partnerships and even further progress on addressing climate change in the 
future.”.. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
[Undated] 
Forbes: Blue Meridian Partners a "Philanthropic Bet to Help Nation’s Kids" 
   Stan Druckenmiller, Connie Ballmer and Nancy Roob discuss why they came together to form 
Blue Meridian Partners, and what the collective effort aims to achieve for our nation’s children 
and youth. Blue Meridian also welcomed its newest partners: The Sergey Brin Family 
Foundation and The David Tepper Charitable Foundation.  
   "We launched Blue Meridian with the vision of trying to change the market," explains Nancy 
Roob. "It was born out of the incredible satisfaction we got when we were able to aggregate 
capital and make larger investments."  
  Read the article on Forbes.com  
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
December 9, 2016 
New geographic information system will help guide Amazon conservation efforts 
   Scientists from the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) and partners have produced a new 
geographic information system, or “roadmap” to help guide conservation efforts in the Amazon 
River basin. This work is supported by the foundation’s Andes Amazon Initiative, and aims to 
safeguard the region's biodiversity and monitor infrastructure development. 
See the full press release below or on the WCS website here. 
 
December 9, 2016 
Developing a Forest Resilience Bond, new conservation finance mechanism  
   A small investment from the foundation has helped to create an innovative conservation 
finance tool called a “forest resilience bond.” Funds from the bond would go to San Francisco-
based startup, Blue Forest Conservation, who plan to clear shrubs and burn off ground cover in 
overgrown forests. The thinning would decrease forest fire risk and increase water flow to 

http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
http://www.emcf.org/news-perspectives/story/forbes-blue-meridian-partners-a-philanthropic-bet-to-help-nations-kids-1/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/luisakroll/2016/12/07/billionaires-sergey-brin-david-tepper-join-steve-ballmer-stanley-druckenmiller-in-850-million-philanthropic-bet-to-help-nations-kids/#d9b7bcb343fd
https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=new-geographic-information-system-will-help-guide-amazon-conservation-efforts
https://newsroom.wcs.org/News-Releases/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/9428/Scientists-Produce-a-New-Roadmap-For-Guiding-Development-Conservation-in-the-Amazon.aspx
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=developing-a-forest-resilience-bond-new-conservation-finance-mechanism
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reservoirs, hydroelectric dams, farms and faucets. This would also benefit the U.S. Forest 
Service, public water agencies, private power utilities and possibly other entities that rely on a 
healthy forest ecosystem… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
December 7, 2016  
New Ocean Grantmaking Strategy and Webpages 
   The David and Lucile Packard Foundation re-launched the Ocean section of Packard.org to 
reflect our new 15-year ocean grantmaking framework. The new framework will continue to 
advance our vision of a future where the biodiversity, resilience and abundance of ocean life in 
coastal and marine ecosystems is rebounding and increasing benefits for human well-being. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
December 07, 2016 P ress Release 
Pew and RWJF: Schools Report Growing Success With Healthier Menus 
Most meal programs increased total revenue in 2014-15 school year, survey finds 
   WASHINGTON—School food service directors are using a mix of strategies—three, on 
average—to encourage students to eat healthy meals and snacks, and many see few or no 
remaining challenges to implementing updated breakfast and lunch nutrition standards. The 
findings come from a new report from the Kids’ Safe and Healthful Foods Project, a 
collaboration between The Pew Charitable Trusts and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation… 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
December 7, 2016 | Issue Brief  
Trends in Marketplace Plans: An Early Look at 2017 Coverage 
   The trend shows that “open” plan designs became more scarce, while tiered plans became 
more common and more concentrated in PPO and HMO plans. 
 
December 7, 2016 | Issue Brief  
Boon or Bane? 
   This report explores the challenges associated with three health care technologies—electronic    
health records, alarms, and lifting devices—that are intended to help nurses and others provide 
effective care. 
 
 

https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
https://www.packard.org/2016/12/new-ocean-grantmaking-strategy-website/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases/2016/12/07/pew-and-rwjf-schools-report-growing-success-with-healthier-menus
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2016/12/trends-in-marketplace-plans--an-early-look-at-2017-coverage.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2016/12/boon-or-bane-.html
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Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
December 9, 2016 
Message from Marc Kastner, President of Science Philanthropy Alliance 
Dear Science Philanthropy Alliance friend, 
   What a year it has been for basic science! We have seen anew the power of basic science 
discoveries to excite us. There was great excitement over the first direct observation of 
gravitational waves—distortions in spacetime caused by the collision of massive black holes 
nearly 1.3 billion light years away. And we have seen CRISPR technology accelerate the pace of 
basic biomedical research by making it possible to alter genes much more quickly. 
   These exciting times for science mean that there are great opportunities for philanthropists to 
join in the adventure. Indeed, we have seen philanthropists stepping in to fund basic science 
when governments find it difficult to do so. 
   The Alliance, which is comprised of foundations that want to support private giving to basic 
science, has made good progress this year: our membership has grown from 6 to 17 
organizations, including some in the U.K. as well as the U.S. I have been gratified to see our 
member organizations engage not only with us, but also with each other, to inspire additional 
support and to maximize the effectiveness of their giving. Both new and experienced 
philanthropists have joined our community, seeking information and advice on how to give 
effectively to basic science… 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, Ford Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and 
other key organizations such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, 
Brach Family Charitable Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa 
Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), 
GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and 
Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
8-12-2016 
A new space is needed to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 
   At this point, the UN, as well as most governments, understand that the enormous challenge 
of achieving the SDGs requires a very different set of actors driving change and in service of 
influencing both policy and practice. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
https://sloan.org/about/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 10 December 2016] 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm 
News   7 December 2016 
Wellcome Centre awards 

http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/message-from-marc-kastner-president-of-science-philanthropy-alliance/
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/resources/xo-files/
http://sdgfunders.org/conversation/
http://sdgfunders.org/blog/142526/lang/en/
https://sloan.org/about/press
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/wellcome-centre-awards
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   This year we held an open competition inviting applications for Wellcome Centres across the 
research areas we fund, including biomedical research, the medical humanities, social sciences 
and translational research. 
   Today, we have committed £118 million to support 14 Wellcome Centres over the next five 
years. Seven of the 14 are existing centres who have a refreshed vision and new avenues to 
explore, and seven are newly established… 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
December 2016 Volume 44, Issue 12, p1445-1764, e283-e286  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
December 2016 Volume 51, Issue 6, p865-1090, e155-e186  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 106, Issue 12 (December 2016)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
December 2016; 95 (6)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
Articles 
Evaluation of Knowledge and Practices Regarding Cholera, Water Treatment, 
Hygiene, and Sanitation Before and After an Oral Cholera Vaccination Campaign—
Haiti, 2013–2014 
Lana Childs, Jeannot François, Alina Choudhury, Kathleen Wannemuehler, Amber Dismer, Terri 
B. Hyde, Catherine Y. Yen, Kashmira A. Date, Stanley Juin, Mark A. Katz, Erica Felker Kantor,  
Janell Routh, Melissa Etheart, Tracie Wright, Paul Adrien, and Rania A. Tohme 
Abstract 

https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/directors-update-competition-new-wellcome-trust-centres
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/95/6/1305.abstract
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/95/6/1305.abstract
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/95/6/1305.abstract


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

In 2013, the Government of Haiti implemented its first oral cholera vaccine (OCV) campaign in 
Petite Anse, an urban setting, and Cerca Carvajal, a rural commune. We conducted and 
compared responses to two independent cross-sectional knowledge and practices household 
surveys pre- (N = 297) and post- (N = 302) OCV campaign in Petite Anse. No significant 
differences in knowledge about causes, symptoms, and prevention of cholera were noted. 
Compared with precampaign respondents, fewer postcampaign respondents reported treating 
(66% versus 27%, P < 0.001) and covering (96% versus 89%, P = 0.02) their drinking water. 
Compared with precampaign, postcampaign survey household observations showed increased 
availability of soap (16.2% versus 34.5%, P = 0.001) and handwashing stations (14.7% versus 
30.1%, P = 0.01), but no significant changes in handwashing practices were reported. Although 
there was no change in knowledge, significant decreases in water treatment practices necessary 
for cholera and other diarrheal diseases prevention were noted in the postcampaign survey. 
Future OCV campaigns in Haiti should be used as an opportunity to emphasize the importance 
of maintaining good water, sanitation, and hygiene practices, and include a comprehensive, 
integrated approach for cholera control.  
 
Articles 
Burden of Diarrhea in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 1990–2013: Findings from 
the Global Burden of Disease Study 2013  
Ibrahim Khalil, Danny V. Colombara, Mohammad Hossein Forouzanfar, et al. 
Am J Trop Med Hyg 2016 95:1319-1329; Published online October 10, 2016, 
doi:10.4269/ajtmh.16-0339  
OPEN ACCESS ARTICLE  
Abstract 
Diarrheal diseases (DD) are leading causes of disease burden, death, and disability, especially in 
children in low-income settings. DD can also impact a child's potential livelihood through 
stunted physical growth, cognitive impairment, and other sequelae. As part of the Global 
Burden of Disease Study, we estimated DD burden, and the burden attributable to specific risk 
factors and particular etiologies, in the Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR) between 1990 and 
2013. For both sexes and all ages, we calculated disability-adjusted life years (DALYs), which 
are the sum of years of life lost and years lived with disability. We estimate that over 125,000 
deaths (3.6% of total deaths) were due to DD in the EMR in 2013, with a greater burden of DD 
in low- and middle-income countries. Diarrhea deaths per 100,000 children under 5 years of 
age ranged from one (95% uncertainty interval [UI] = 0–1) in Bahrain and Oman to 471 (95% 
UI = 245–763) in Somalia. The pattern for diarrhea DALYs among those under 5 years of age 
closely followed that for diarrheal deaths. DALYs per 100,000 ranged from 739 (95% UI = 520–
989) in Syria to 40,869 (95% UI = 21,540–65,823) in Somalia. Our results highlighted a highly 
inequitable burden of DD in EMR, mainly driven by the lack of access to proper resources such 
as water and sanitation. Our findings will guide preventive and treatment interventions which 
are based on evidence and which follow the ultimate goal of reducing the DD burden.  
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 10 December 2016) 
[No new content] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 10 December 2016) 

http://www.ajtmh.org/content/95/6/1319.abstract
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/95/6/1319.abstract
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
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[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 10 December 2016) 
Research article 
Serological assessment of the establishment of herd immunity against measles in a 
health district in Malaysia  
Malaysia still faces challenges optimizing resources to effectively eliminate measles through high 
immunization and herd immunity, with sporadic outbreaks of measles as evidence. To tackle the 
most susceptible group in the present study, it is advisable to give booster vaccination to 
secondary school students and freshmen who enter colleges and universities in Malaysia. 
Y. Hazlina, M. A. Marlindawati and K. Shamsuddin 
BMC Infectious Diseases 2016 16:740  
Published on: 8 December 2016 
Research article 
Geographical distribution of typhoid risk factors in low and middle income countries  
While the global burden of typhoid fever has been often brought up for attention, the detailed 
surveillance information has only been available for the limited number of countries. Given the 
insufficient number of surveillance studies, the TRF index serves as a useful tool by capturing 
multiple risk factors of the disease into a single indicator. This will help decision makers identify 
high risk areas for typhoid as well as other waterborne diseases. Further, the study outcome 
can guide researchers to find relevant places for future surveillance studies. 
Jung-Seok Lee, Vijayalaxmi V. Mogasale, Vittal Mogasale and Kangsung Lee 
BMC Infectious Diseases 2016 16:732  
Published on: 5 December 2016 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 10 December 2016)  
[No new content] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 10 December 2016)  
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 10 December 2016) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 10 December 2016) 
Research article 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-016-2069-y
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-016-2069-y
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-016-2074-1
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
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Reasons for defaulting from childhood immunization program: a qualitative study 
from Hadiya zone, Southern Ethiopia  
Asamnew Zewdie, Mekitew Letebo and Tinsae Mekonnen 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:1240  
Published on: 9 December 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Reduction of mortality and morbidity from vaccine-preventable diseases in developing countries 
involves successfully implementing strategies that ensure high coverage and minimize drop-outs 
and missed opportunities. Achieving maximum coverage, however, has been a challenge due to 
many reasons, including high rates of defaulters from the program. The objective of this study 
was to explore the reasons behind defaulting from the immunization program. 
Methods 
A qualitative study was conducted in two districts of Hadiya zone, Southern Ethiopia between 
November 2014 and April 2015. A total of twenty-six in-depth interviews were held with 
mothers of defaulted children aged 6-11months old and key informants from the communities, 
health centers, and health offices. Observations and review of relevant documents were also 
conducted. Thematic analysis was used to analyze the data. 
Results 
In this study, the main reason for defaulting from the immunization was inadequate counseling 
of mothers that led to a lack of information about vaccination schedules and service 
arrangements, including in unusual circumstances such as after missed appointment, loss of 
vaccination card and when the health workers failed to make home visits. Provider-client 
relationships are poor with mothers reporting fear of mistreatment and lack of cooperation from 
service providers. Contrary to what health workers and managers believe, mothers were 
knowledgeable about the benefits of vaccination. The high workload on mothers compounded 
by the lack of support from male partners was also found to contribute to the problem. Health 
system factors that contributed to the problem were poorly arranged and coordinated 
immunization services, vaccine and supplies stock outs, and lack of viable defaulter tracking 
systems in the health facilities. 
Conclusions 
The main reasons for defaulting from the immunization program are poor counseling of 
mothers, unsupportive provider-client relationships, poor immunization service arrangements, 
and lack of systems for tracking defaulters. Efforts to reduce defaulter rates from the 
immunization program need to focus on improving counseling of mothers and strengthening the 
health systems, especially with regards to service arrangements and tracking of defaulters. 
 
Research article 
Web-based infectious disease surveillance systems and public health perspectives: a 
systematic review  
Emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases are a significant public health concern, and early 
detection and immediate response is crucial for disease control. These challenges have led to 
the need for new ap... 
Jihye Choi, Youngtae Cho, Eunyoung Shim and Hyekyung Woo 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:1238  
Published on: 8 December 2016 
 
Research article 
Epidemiology and risk factors for pneumonia severity and mortality in Bangladeshi 
children <5 years of age before 10-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 
introduction  

http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-3904-1
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-3904-1
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-3893-0
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-3893-0
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-3897-9
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-3897-9
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-3897-9
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Pneumonia is the leading infectious cause of morbidity and mortality in young children in 
Bangladesh. We present the epidemiology of pneumonia in Bangladeshi children <5 years 
before 10-valent pneumococcal con... 
Shampa Saha, Md Hasan, Lindsay Kim, Jennifer L. Farrar, Belal Hossain, Maksuda Islam, ASM 
Nawshad Uddin Ahmed, M. Ruhul Amin, Mohammed Hanif, Manzoor Hussain, Shams El-Arifeen, 
Cynthia G. Whitney and Samir K. Saha 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:1233  
Published on: 7 December 2016 
 
Research article 
Psychosocial determinants of parental human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine 
decision-making for sons: Methodological challenges and initial results of a pan-
Canadian longitudinal study  
HPV vaccination decision-making is a complex process that is influenced by multiple 
psychosocial determinants. Given the change in policy recommendation to include males in 
routine HPV vaccination, our goals w... 
Samara Perez, Ovidiu Tatar, Gilla K. Shapiro, Eve Dubé, Gina Ogilvie, Juliet Guichon, Vladimir 
Gilca and Zeev Rosberger 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:1223  
Published on: 5 December 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
HPV vaccination decision-making is a complex process that is influenced by multiple 
psychosocial determinants. Given the change in policy recommendation to include males in 
routine HPV vaccination, our goals were to assess the HPV vaccination uptake in Canada, to 
understand where Canadian parents were situated in the HPV vaccine decision-making process 
for their son, how they changed over time and which psychosocial determinants were relevant 
for this process. 
Methods 
We used an online survey methodology and collected data from a nationally representative 
sample of Canadian parents of boys aged 9–16 at baseline (T1, February 2014) and at 
9 months’ follow-up (T2). Our analyses were guided by the Precaution Adoption Process Model 
(PAPM), a theoretical health behavior model that classifies parents in one of six stages: 
unaware, unengaged, undecided, decided not to vaccinate, decided to vaccinate and those who 
had already vaccinated their sons. Rigorous methods were used to filter out careless 
responders: response variance, bogus items, psychometric antonyms and psychometric 
synonyms. 
Results 
At T1 and T2, we received 3,784 and 1,608 respectively completed questionnaires; after data 
cleaning 3,117 (T1) and 1,427 (T2) were retained. Less than 3% of boys were vaccinated at 
both time points. At both T1 and T2, most parents (over 70%) belonged to the earlier 
vaccination adoption stages: 57% were unaware (T1) and 15.3% (T2); 20.9% were unengaged 
(T1) and 32.4% (T2); and 9.1% were undecided (T1) and 25.2% (T2). At follow-up, 37.7% of 
participants did not move from their initial PAPM decision-making stage. Most parents (55%) 
preferred to receive information from their healthcare provider (HCP) but only 6% (T1) and 
12% (T2) had actually spoken with a HCP about the HPV vaccine for their son. 
Conclusions 
HPV vaccination uptake in Canadian boys was very low in the absence of a publicly funded HPV 
vaccination programs for boys. Optimal HPV information preferences were identified and can be 
used in interventions to increase HPV knowledge and increase HPV vaccine uptake. Intentions 
to vaccinate or planning to speak to one’s HCP did not translate into action for most parents 

http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-3828-9
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-3828-9
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over the 9-month follow up; this finding is critical to consider to inform implementation 
strategies. Methodological challenges are described and suggestions for future research are 
offered. 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 10 December 2016) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 12  
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 94, Number 12, December 2016, 861-936 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/11/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
November 2016   Volume 42, Issue 6  Pages 775–955 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v42.6/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
November/December 2016  Volume 21, Issue S2  Pages 1–642 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 10 December 2016] 
Research 
Does spending on refugees make a difference? A cross-sectional study of the 
association between refugee program spending and health outcomes in 70 sites in 
17 countries  
Timothy M Tan, Paul Spiegel, Christopher Haskew and P Gregg Greenough 
Published on: 7 December 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Numerous simultaneous complex humanitarian emergencies strain the ability of local 
governments and the international community to respond, underscoring the importance of cost-
effective use of limited resources. At the end of 2011, 42.5 million people were forcibly 
displaced, including 10.4 million refugees under the mandate of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). UNHCR spent US$1.65 billion on refugee programs in 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/11/en/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v42.6/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.S2/issuetoc
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2011. We analyze the impact of aggregate-level UNHCR spending on mortality of refugee 
populations. 
Methods 
Using 2011 budget data, we calculated purchasing power parity adjusted spending, 
disaggregated by population planning groups (PPGs) and UNHCR Results Framework objectives. 
Monthly mortality reported to UNHCR’s Health Information System from 2011 to 2012 was used 
to calculate crude (CMR) and under-5 (U5MR) mortality rates, and expressed as ratios to 
country of asylum mortality. Log-linear regressions were performed to assess correlation 
between spending and mortality. 
Results 
Mortality data for 70 refugee sites representing 1.6 million refugees in 17 countries were 
matched to 20 PPGs. Median 2011 spending was $623.27 per person (constant 2011 US$). 
Median CMR was 2.4 deaths per 1,000 persons per year; median U5MR was 18.1 under-5 
deaths per 1,000 live births per year. CMR was negatively correlated with total spending 
(p = 0.027), and spending for fair protection processes and documentation (p = 0.005), external 
relations (p = 0.034), logistics and operations support (p = 0.007), and for healthcare 
(p = 0.046). U5MR ratio was negatively correlated with total spending (p = 0.015), and spending 
for favorable protection environment (p = 0.024), fair protection processes and documentation 
(p = 0.003), basic needs and essential services (p = 0.027), and within basic needs, for 
healthcare services (p = 0.007). 
Conclusion 
Increased UNHCR spending on refugee populations is correlated with lower mortality, likely 
reflecting unique refugee vulnerabilities and dependence on aid. Future analyses using more 
granular data can further elucidate the health impact of humanitarian sector spending, thereby 
guiding policy choices. 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
December 2016 - Volume 29 - Issue 6   pp: v-v,539-662 
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
December 2016  Volume 16, Issue 3  Pages 121–180 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-2/issuetoc 
Special Issue: Ethics of Health Systems Research in Low and Middle Income 
Countries 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 24, Number 8 
http://www.developmentinpractice.org/journals/volume-24-number-8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
November 2016  Volume 34, Issue 6  Pages 761–915 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2016.34.issue-6/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 121, Issue 2, 2017  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
Review  
Assistive technology in resource-limited environments: a scoping review 
Pages 105-114 | Received 06 Feb 2016, Accepted 06 May 2016, Published online: 21 Jul 2016 
Rebecca Matter, Mark Harniss, Tone Oderud, Johan Borg & Arne H. Eide 
Abstract 
Purpose: It is estimated that only 5–15% of people in low and middle income countries (LMICs) 
who need assistive technologies (AT) have access to them. This scoping review was conducted 
to provide a comprehensive picture of the current evidence base on AT within LMICs and other 
resource limited environments. 
Method: The scoping review involved locating evidence, extracting data, and summarizing 
characteristics of all included research publications. 
Results: Of the 252 publications included, over 80% focused on types of AT that address 
mobility (45.2%) and vision (35.5%) needs, with AT types of spectacles and prosthetics 
comprising over 50% of all publications. Evidence on AT that addresses hearing, 
communication, and cognition is the most underrepresented within the existing evidence base. 
The vast majority of study designs are observational (63%). 
Conclusions: Evidence on AT in resource-limited environments is limited in quantity and quality, 
and not evenly distributed across types of AT. To advance this field, we recommend using 
appropriate evidence review approaches that allow for heterogeneous study designs, and 
developing a common language by creating a typology of AT research focus areas. Funders and 
researchers must commit much greater resources to the AT field to ameliorate the paucity of 
evidence available. 
Implications for Rehabilitation 
An increase in the quality and quantity of research is required in resource limited environments, 
where 80% of the global population of people with disabilities reside. Improved and increased 
evidence is needed to identify and understand needs, inform policy and practice, and assess 
progress made in increasing access to and availability of appropriate AT. 
Over 80% of the existing research publications on assistive technologies in resource limited 
environments address mobility and vision. More research is needed on AT that address hearing, 
communication and cognition. 
The use of a common language would facilitate the advancement of the global AT research 
field. Specifically there is a need for researchers to use a common definition of AT (i.e., ISO 
9999) and typology of AT research focus areas. 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 10 - Issue 5 - October 2016 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
January 2017  Volume 41, Issue 1  Pages 1–208 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2017.41.issue-1/issuetoc 
Papers 
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Virtues and humanitarian ethics (pages 41–54) 
Lars Löfquist 
Version of Record online: 14 MAR 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/disa.12191 
Abstract 
This paper analyses the contribution of virtue ethics, the study of good character traits, to the 
humanitarian context. It argues that a virtue ethics perspective paints a realistic picture of the 
use of ethical standards in morally complex circumstances. Virtuous relief workers can employ 
standards in their thinking, but they are also committed to professional excellence that goes 
beyond any formal code. The concept of virtue ethics places a stress on moral development, 
which can be facilitated by role models that impart modest and feasible ideals. However, virtue 
ethics cannot provide simple guidelines on how to resolve difficult situations. It is possible that 
two virtuous persons can disagree on what should be done in a particular instance. In addition, 
a virtue ethics perspective emphasises the need for both individuals and organisations to 
discuss the actual purpose of relief work in order to pinpoint the virtues of a good relief 
professional. 
 
Papers  
The humanitarian common logistic operating picture: a solution to the inter-agency 
coordination challenge (pages 77–100) 
Peter Tatham, Karen Spens and Gyöngyi Kovács 
Version of Record online: 14 MAR 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/disa.12193 
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December 2016, Volume 33, Issue 12  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 22, Number 11—November 2016 
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[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 17,   In Progress   (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 7, Issue 1 
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[New issue: No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
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Ethics & International Affairs 
Fall 2016 (Issue 30.3) 
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/fall-2016-issue-30-3/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 26, Issue 5, 1 October 2016 
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 65, Pages 1-90 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192/65 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 8, Issue 6, December 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/8/5/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 43, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 10, Issue 1, Spring 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
September 2016 | Volume 4 | Issue 3  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 12 2017   Issue 1  2017 pages 1–134  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 10 December 2016] 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
November 2016; Volume 35, Issue 11  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: Culture Of Health 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 18, Issue 2, December 2016 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Section: Universal Health Coverage and Human Rights 
in collaboration with UConn Health 
in collaboration with the International Human Rights Clinic, University of Chicago Law School 
[10 articles in this Special Section] 
Editorial: The Contributions of Human Rights to Universal Health Coverage 
Audrey R. Chapman, Guest Editor 
Excerpts 
…A human rights approach to UHC imposes distinctive requirements. I have proposed that UHC 
consistent with the requirements of the right to health would include the following elements: 
: Health care reforms designed to achieve universal access to essential health services would be 
placed within the context of a national effort to provide equitable access to the social 
determinants of health. 
:: Access to essential health services and public health protections would be made a legal 
entitlement, and individuals would have access to adequate means to seek redress for failures 
to provide these benefits. 
: Coverage would be based on a true universality, providing benefits to all residents of a 
country regardless of their legal status. 
: Explicit attention would be paid to equity considerations in the design of the universal health 
system and throughout the process of expanding coverage, especially to the implementation of 
measures to reduce barriers for low-income groups, rural populations, women, and other 
vulnerable groups that are often disadvantaged in terms of service coverage and health. 
:: An equitable and progressive system of health funding for financial risk protection would be 
put in place to eliminate or at least significantly reduce financial barriers, especially for poor and 
disadvantaged groups. The government would underwrite the health costs of the poor. 
:: Sufficient funding—at least 5% of the gross domestic product and 15% of the total 
government budget—would be provided for health system strengthening in order to expand 
health coverage and provide a publicly funded package of priority health services based on 
people’s needs. 
:: Health system strengthening would be accorded priority in order to make good-quality health 
services widely available, especially in currently underserved communities and with a greater 
balance between rural and urban areas. 
:: There would be opportunities for consultation with and the participation of the population in 
the design of the path to UHC and the determination of benefits packages. 
:: The process for pursuing the progressive realization of UHC would first expand coverage for 
high-priority services to everyone, with special efforts to ensure that disadvantaged groups are 
reached. 
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:: A uniform package of health service benefits closely linked to the population’s needs would 
be universally provided by the government. 
:: An effective data monitoring system would be put in place to evaluate the distributional 
effects of efforts to achieve UHC and improve health outcomes. This system would have the 
capacity to track and assess data on a disaggregated basis in order to facilitate corrective action 
when necessary.[11]… 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 12 - Issue 1 - January 2017 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Accessed 10 December 2016] 
[No new relevant content]  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 6, No 1 (2016) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15 
IDRiM Conference Special Issue Articles 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Position Statement 
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African Organization for Research and Training in Cancer: position and vision for 
cancer research on the African Continent  
J. Olufemi Ogunbiyi, D. Cristina Stefan and Timothy R. Rebbeck 
Published on: 6 December 2016 
Abstract 
The African Organization for Research and training in Cancer (AORTIC) bases the following 
position statements on a critical appraisal of the state on cancer research and cancer care in 
Africa including information on the availability of data on cancer burden, screening and 
prevention for cancer in Africa, cancer care personnel, treatment modalities, and access to 
cancer care. 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 10 December 2016]  
[No new relevant content]  
 
 
International Health 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
2016, Volume: 3, Issue: 12 
http://www.scopemed.org/?iid=2016-3-12.000&&jid=109&lng= 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 19, Pages 1-474 (October 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/18 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 45 Issue 5 October 2016  
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International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 24, 2017 - Issue 1 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Fall 2016   Volume 50, Issue 3  Pages 535–824, e33–e49 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-3/issuetoc 
Special Focus Areas in this Issue: 
:: IMMIGRANTS IN WESTERN EUROPE: EDUCATION, MARRIAGE, ATTITUDES, AND 
UNEMPLOYMEN 
:: IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCES IN NORTH AMERICA AND AUSTRALIA: UNIONIZATION, DACA, 
WEIGHT, EDUCATIONAL EXPECTATIONS, AND MATERNAL DEPRESSION 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
November 2016 - Volume 14 - Issue 3 
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
December 6, 2016, Vol 316, No. 21, Pages 2171-2322  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
December 1, 2016, Vol 170, No. 12, Pages 1127-1236  
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Review 
Measles and Measles Vaccination: A Review 
Johan Christiaan Bester, MBChB, MPhil  
JAMA Pediatr. 2016;170(12):1209-1215. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2016.1787  
Key Points  
Question: 
What should primary care health care professionals know about measles and measles 
vaccination? 
Findings 
This review provides an overview of measles for clinicians and includes information on virus 
basics, clinical picture and diagnosis, measles complications, vaccine efficacy, and vaccine 
complications. Health care professionals play important roles in vaccination uptake, diagnosis 
and management of acute cases of measles, and limiting spread during outbreaks. 
Meaning   
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Measles should be in the differential diagnosis of any child who presents with fever and 
erythematous rash, and the focus of the health care response to measles infection is prevention 
through vaccination 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Review and Implementation Reports  
October 2016 - Volume 14 - Issue 10   pp: 1-275 
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 41, Issue 6, December 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/41/6/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
2016: Volume 6 Issue 3  
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/6/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 124, Pages 1-228 (January 2017) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/123 
Regular Articles 
Pre-colonial institutions and socioeconomic development: The case of Latin America 
Original Research Article 
Pages 22-40 
Luis Angeles, Aldo Elizalde 
Abstract 
We study the effects of pre-colonial institutions on present-day socioeconomic outcomes for 
Latin America. Our thesis is that more advanced pre-colonial institutions relate to better 
socioeconomic outcomes today. We advance that pre-colonial institutions survived to our days 
thanks to the existence of largely self-governed Amerindian communities in rural Latin America. 
Amerindians groups with more advanced institutional capacity would have been able to 
organize and defend their interests in front of national governments; leading to better 
development outcomes for themselves and for the population at large. We test our thesis with a 
dataset of 324 sub-national administrative units covering all mainland Latin American countries. 
Our extensive range of controls covers factors such as climate, location, natural resources, 
colonial activities and pre-colonial characteristics – plus country fixed effects. Results strongly 
support our thesis. 
 
Terrorism risk and democratic preferences in Pakistan 
Original Research Article 
Pages 95-106 
Faiz Ur Rehman, Paolo Vanin 
Abstract 
Beyond direct damages, terrorism creates fear and insecurity, potentially reducing support for 
democratic institutions if these are deemed inadequate to tackle the threat. To investigate this 
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possibility, we use data from Pakistan, a country that experienced an exponential rise in 
terrorism since 2001. Exploiting individual-level data on democratic attitudes and district-level 
information on terrorist attacks, we document that persistent exposure to terrorism (and more 
broadly to violence) is associated to a significantly lower support for democratic values. This 
correlation is robust to various alternative specifications (including an IV strategy), relevant in 
magnitude, and more pronounced for individuals who are male, poor, or less exposed to the 
media. Terrorism thus threatens not only individuals, but also democratic institutions 
 
The impact of reduced incidence of malaria and other mosquito-borne diseases on 
global population 
Original Research Article 
Pages 214-228 
Elizabeth Gooch 
Abstract 
Interrupting mosquito-borne disease (MBD) transmission was a 20th-century development. By 
exploiting a natural experiment hinging on the interaction between the probable onset of efforts 
to suppress MBD and the potential benefit to local communities' average health, this research 
finds that suppressing MBD explains at least 1.5% of the increase in global population growth 
since 1900. In Africa, estimates suggest 14% of growth is due to controlling MBD. Globally, the 
treatment effect is relatively uniform across the 20th century, while in Africa, population grew 
relatively faster after the widespread DDT spraying of the 1960s. Additionally, this research 
finds that different indices of historical malaria prevalence reveal complementary insights into 
the reduction of MBD and subsequent population growth. Robustness of the measured impacts 
are explored further using regional characteristics, such as topographic boundaries on the 
extent of Anopheles mosquitoes, as well as by controlling for other factors that could influence 
population growth. 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Journal of Global Infectious Diseases (JGID)  
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Volume 27, Number 4, November 2016 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 14, Issue 4, 2016  
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http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
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Winter 2015  Volume 43, Issue 4  Pages 673–913 
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Special Issue: SYMPOSIUM: Harmonizing Privacy Laws to Enable International 
Biobank Research: Part I 
[14 articles] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/35214
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/6/3
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/18/5/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v28.8/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-4/issuetoc
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Journal of Medical Ethics 
December 2016, Volume 42, Issue 12  
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volumes 47–48, Pages 1-98 (November 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963 
Original Research Articles 
Host government impact on the logistics performance of international humanitarian 
organisations 
Pages 44-57 
. Dube, T. Van der Vaart, R.H. Teunter, L.N. Van Wassenhove 
Abstract 
Host governments severely impact international relief operations. An openness to assistance 
can lead to the timely delivery of aid whereas a reluctance to receive assistance can have 
devastating consequences. With lives at stake and no time to lose in humanitarian crises, 
understanding the host government's impact on the logistics performance of international 
humanitarian organisations (IHOs) is crucial. In this paper, we present an in-depth multiple-
case study that explores this aspect. Results show that host government actions are explained 
by their dependency on IHOs and the levels of tensions between their interests (i.e., conflicting 
strategic goals). In addition, a host government's regulatory and enforcement capabilities are 
important for ensuring that they can safeguard their interests. We derive four stances that host 
governments can adopt in regulating logistics-related activities: non-restrictive, opportunistic, 
selectively accommodating and uncompromising. Each of these has different implications for the 
logistics performance of IHOs. 
 
Original Research Article 
Designing an efficient humanitarian supply network 
Pages 58-70 
Aurelie Charles, Matthieu Lauras, Luk N. Van Wassenhove, Lionel Dupont 
Abstract 
Increasingly, humanitarian organizations have opened regional warehouses and pre-positioned 
resources locally. Choosing appropriate locations is not easy and frequently based on 
opportunities rather than rational decisions. Dedicated decision-support systems could help 
humanitarian practitioners design their supply networks. Academic literature suggests the use 
of commercial sector models but rarely considers the constraints and specific context of 
humanitarian operations, such as obtaining accurate data, high uncertainties, limited budgets 
and increasing pressure on cost efficiency. We propose a tooled methodology to properly 
support humanitarian decision makers in the design of their supply chains. Our contribution is 
based on the definition of aggregate scenarios to reliably forecast demand using past disaster 
data and future trends. Demand for relief items based on these scenarios is then fed to a 
mixed-integer linear programming model in order to improve current supply networks. The 
specifications of this model have been defined in close collaboration with humanitarian workers. 
The model allows analysis of the impact of alternative sourcing strategies and service level 
requirements on operational efficiency. It provides clear and actionable recommendations for a 
given context, bridging the gap between academics and humanitarian logisticians. The 
methodology was developed to be useful to a broad range of humanitarian organizations, and a 

http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0272696316300468
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0272696316300468
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S027269631630047X
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specific application to the supply chain design of the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies is discussed in detail. 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 3, Issue 4 (2016)  
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 5 Issue 10 December 2016  
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
December 2016 Volume 179, p1-278  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 37, Issue 2 Supplement, November 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/41271/37/1/suppl/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
01 November 2016; volume 13, issue 124 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Dec 10, 2016 Volume 388 Number 10062 p2837-2958  e16-e27  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Universal Health Coverage—looking to the future 
The Lancet 
Published: 10 December 2016 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(16)32510-7 
 
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) is defined by WHO and the World Bank as when “all people 
receive the health services they need without suffering financial hardship when paying for 
them”. UHC is central to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted in September, 
2015, with a specified target in SDG 3—ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all 
ages. The SDGs are interconnected but good health underlies them all. UHC has been 
acknowledged by the World Bank, WHO, the G7, and multiple governments as fundamental for 
realising the goal of sustainable development. Although some governments were unsupportive 

http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.jpeds.com/current
http://link.springer.com/journal/41271/37/1/suppl/page/1
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)32510-7/fulltext
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of UHC's inclusion in the SDGs (such as the UK), its inclusion created a clear objective, while 
also sending a strong and important political signal. 
 
On Dec 12, 2016, the third annual International Day of Universal Health Coverage will be 
marked, and progress towards UHC discussed and celebrated globally. This year's theme is 
“health for all”, with a call to “act with ambition”. Several hundred partners, including global 
organisations such as The Rockefeller Foundation, WHO, the World Bank Group, and Oxfam, 
are behind the initiative, and all agree that the best way to achieve health for all is through 
UHC. 
 
Further to consensus on the importance of good health for sustainable development, the UHC 
movement has also brought agreement about financing health. As Rob Yates, Senior Fellow at 
Chatham House, reported to The Lancet: “The remarkable consensus (given previous battles 
over the years) is that the countries should publicly finance their health systems if they want to 
achieve UHC.” Donor coordination to achieve UHC is crucial. That leaders such as Jim Kim of 
the World Bank and Margaret Chan of WHO are explicitly and repeatedly saying that UHC can 
only be achieved through public financing, sends the strongest possible message against 
health-care user fees: they must be abolished, and services must be provided free at the point 
of delivery. User fees inevitably punish the poor. 
 
The emerging trend is for governments to take responsibility for financing their health systems, 
and not to pursue alternatives to public finance. Yet some countries remain complacent—
including the UK. In not funding its health system adequately, the NHS share of GDP has 
declined and services are struggling. The Lancet's NHS Manifesto published in October drew 
attention to the pressures that threaten sustainability in the UK. Of particular concern is that the 
UK spends 30–50% per capita less on health than countries including Germany, Ireland, 
Australia, and Sweden. 
 
During the past 3 years there have been several countries with notable success, but also local 
challenges. Georgia has recently successfully switched to a publicly financed health system. In 
India, the Modi government has been disappointingly inactive in supporting UHC, and has 
reduced the funding of national health programmes (although regional initiatives are emerging 
and show great promise). In this week's issue, a World Report describes a network of local 
Mohalla clinics that are successfully serving populations otherwise deprived of health services. 
Increasingly, political leaders seem to be presenting a shared global vision for UHC. It is notable 
that so many former and current heads of state are active in promoting UHC: including Shinzō 
Abe, the Prime Minister of Japan, and other leaders of the G7. It would seem that political 
leaders are collectively more committed to UHC than to previous agendas around strengthening 
health systems (although this situation could change under President Trump). That UHC brings 
broad population benefits could in part explain this trend. 
 
Next week, an important step towards the goal of UHC takes place in Geneva. In September, 
Margaret Chan announced the creation of the International Health Partnership for UHC 2030 
(UHC 2030). The purpose of this new partnership is to coordinate efforts to strengthen health 
systems and deliver UHC, including financial risk protection. On Dec 12–13, UHC 2030 brings 
countries and agencies together to establish the partnership as a formal global health systems 
coordination platform. It will also seek commitments from all parties as to next steps in the 
movement towards UHC. 2017 will be a milestone year for UHC. It promises to be the moment 
when words are translated into deeds. UHC 2030's role is not only to ensure that this 
opportunity is seized but also that governments don't renege on their promises and 
commitments. 

http://universalhealthcoverageday.org/welcome/
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/S2213-8587%2816%2930311-4&domain=pdf
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Articles 
Fractional dosing of yellow fever vaccine to extend supply: a modelling study 
Joseph T Wu, Corey M Peak, Gabriel M Leung, Marc Lipsitch 
Summary 
Background 
The ongoing yellow fever epidemic in Angola strains the global vaccine supply, prompting WHO 
to adopt dose sparing for its vaccination campaign in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, in July–August, 2016. Although a 5-fold fractional-dose vaccine is similar to standard-
dose vaccine in safety and immunogenicity, efficacy is untested. There is an urgent need to 
ensure the robustness of fractional-dose vaccination by elucidation of the conditions under 
which dose fractionation would reduce transmission. 
Methods 
We estimate the effective reproductive number for yellow fever in Angola using disease natural 
history and case report data. With simple mathematical models of yellow fever transmission, we 
calculate the infection attack rate (the proportion of population infected over the course of an 
epidemic) with various levels of transmissibility and 5-fold fractional-dose vaccine efficacy for 
two vaccination scenarios, ie, random vaccination in a hypothetical population that is completely 
susceptible, and the Kinshasa vaccination campaign in July–August, 2016, with different age 
cutoff for fractional-dose vaccines. 
Findings 
We estimate the effective reproductive number early in the Angola outbreak was between 5·2 
and 7·1. If vaccine action is all-or-nothing (ie, a proportion of vaccine recipients receive 
complete protection [VE] and the remainder receive no protection), n-fold fractionation can 
greatly reduce infection attack rate as long as VE exceeds 1/n. This benefit threshold becomes 
more stringent if vaccine action is leaky (ie, the susceptibility of each vaccine recipient is 
reduced by a factor that is equal to the vaccine efficacy). The age cutoff for fractional-dose 
vaccines chosen by WHO for the Kinshasa vaccination campaign (2 years) provides the largest 
reduction in infection attack rate if the efficacy of 5-fold fractional-dose vaccines exceeds 20%. 
Interpretation 
Dose fractionation is an effective strategy for reduction of the infection attack rate that would 
be robust with a large margin for error in case fractional-dose VE is lower than expected. 
Funding 
NIH-MIDAS, HMRF-Hong Kong. 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Dec 2016 Volume 4 Number 12 e872-e995  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Dec 2016 Volume 16 Number 12 p1305-1430 e276-e314  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 20, Issue 12, December 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/20/11/page/1 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31838-4/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/20/11/page/1
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Special Issue: Mountain MCH 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
January 2017; 37 (1)  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
September 2016  Volume 94, Issue 3  Pages 437–694 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2016.94.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 540 Number 7632 pp169-308  8 December 2016 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorials 
Get water governance on the global agenda 
   Human activity causes most changes in Earth’s surface water, so policies for its governance 
must become a priority. 
 
Comment 
Four steps to precision public health 
   Better surveillance data and analyses are urgently needed to control disease in the developing 
world, argue Scott F. Dowell, David Blazes and Susan Desmond-Hellmann. 
 
Reviews 
Safeguarding pollinators and their values to human well-being 
Simon G. Potts, Vera Imperatriz-Fonseca, Hien T. Ngo, Marcelo A. Aizen, Jacobus C. Biesmeijer 
+ et al. 
   Wild and managed pollinators are threatened by pressures such as environmental changes 
and pesticides, leading to risks for pollinator-dependent crop production, meaning more 
research and better policies are needed to safeguard pollinators and their services. 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
November 2016, Volume 22 No 11 pp1193-1367 
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n11/index.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
December 8, 2016  Vol. 375 No. 23 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Review Article 
The Changing Face of Clinical Trials: Interpreting Geographic Variations in Results 
of Randomized, Controlled Trials 
S. Yusuf and J. Wittes 

http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2016.94.issue-3/issuetoc
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
http://www.nature.com/doifinder/10.1038/540169b
http://www.nature.com/doifinder/10.1038/540189a
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v540/n7632/full/nature20588.html
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n11/index.html
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra1510065
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra1510065
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[Initial text] 
   Clinical trialists generally accept the premise that surprising results in subgroups of a 
randomized, controlled trial most likely arise from chance. As we wrote nearly three decades 
ago, “We believe that the overall ‘average’ result of a randomized clinical trial is usually a more 
reliable estimate of treatment effect in the various subgroups examined than are the observed 
effects in individual subgroups.”1 When we wrote those words, trials involving patients with 
genetic markers or specific biologic targets were uncommon. Today, subgroups that are defined 
by such targets are, and we believe should be, analyzed with the view to making specific 
inferences about effects that may be unique to that group. Similarly, few trials in the 1980s 
were multinational; today many are. This article addresses the question of interpretation of 
observed variation in treatment effect among subgroups that are defined by country or 
geographic region. We do not address variability in observed effects according to the individual 
trial site, because in most multicenter trials, the sample size at each site is too small to expect 
reliable estimates of treatment effect. 
   The increase in the number of multinational trials has arisen from the realization that most 
strategies for treatment and prevention, especially for common diseases, have at best moderate 
benefits on major outcomes (e.g., a 10 to 25% reduction in the relative risk of death, heart 
attack, or recurrent cancer). To detect such moderate benefits reliably, trials usually need to 
accrue several hundred to a few thousand outcomes of interest, which in turn means the 
inclusion of thousands, or even tens of thousands, of participants at risk. The enrollment of so 
many participants requires collaboration by many sites (often several hundred) in several 
countries (in some trials, up to 50).2 Trials involving participants with uncommon diseases may 
also require sites in many countries, since the enrollment of a sufficient number of participants 
from a single country may not be possible. Therefore, very few patients (often no more than 5 
or 10) are typically enrolled in each country. Even for more common conditions, multicountry 
studies may be necessary if the sponsor of the intervention being tested desires approval from 
regulatory agencies in several countries… 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
October 2016; 45 (5) 
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
OxMo Vol. 6, No. 1 
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Pediatrics  
December 2016, VOLUME 138 / ISSUE 6 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/138/5?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 34, Issue 12, December 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/34/11/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra1510065#ref1
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra1510065#ref2
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/138/5?current-issue=y
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/34/11/page/1
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PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 10 December 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
[Accessed 10 December 2016] 
Social Media as a Sentinel for Disease Surveillance: What Does Sociodemographic 
Status Have to Do with It? 
December 7, 2016 · Research Article  
Introduction: Data from social media have been shown to have utility in augmenting traditional 
approaches to public health surveillance. Quantifying the representativeness of these data is 
needed for making accurate public health inferences. 
Methods: We applied machine-learning methods to explore spatial and temporal dengue event 
reporting trends on Twitter relative to confirmed cases, and quantified associations with 
sociodemographic factors across three Brazilian states (São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, and Minas 
Gerais) at the municipality level. 
Results: Education and income were positive predictors of dengue reporting on Twitter. In 
contrast, municipalities with a higher percentage of older adults, and males were less likely to 
report suspected dengue disease on Twitter. Overall, municipalities with dengue disease tweets 
had higher mean per capita income and lower proportion of individuals with no primary school 
education. 
Conclusions: These observations highlight the need to understand population representation 
across locations, age, and racial/ethnic backgrounds in studies using social media data for 
public health research. Additional data is needed to assess and compare data 
representativeness across regions in Brazil. 
 
Community Event-Based Surveillance for Ebola Virus Disease in Sierra Leone: 
Implementation of a National-Level System During a Crisis 
December 7, 2016 · Research Article  
INTRODUCTION: There are few documented examples of community networks that have used 
unstructured information to support surveillance during a health emergency. In January 2015, 
the Ebola Response Consortium rapidly implemented community event-based surveillance for 
Ebola virus disease at a national scale in Sierra Leone. 
METHODS: Community event based surveillance uses community health monitors in each 
community to provide an early warning system of events that are suggestive of Ebola virus 
disease transmission. The Ebola Response Consortium, a consortium of 15 nongovernmental 
organizations, applied a standardized procedure to implement community event-based 
surveillance across nine of the 14 districts. To evaluate system performance during the first six 
months of operation (March to August 2015), we conducted a process evaluation. We analyzed 
the production of alerts, conducted interviews with surveillance stakeholders and performed 
rapid evaluations of community health monitors to assess their knowledge and reported 
challenges. 
RESULTS: The training and procurement of supplies was expected to begin in January 2015 and 
attain full scale by March 2015. We found several logistical challenges that delayed full 
implementation until June 2015 when the epidemic was past its peak. Community health 
monitors reported 9,131 alerts during this period. On average, 82% of community health 

http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/article/social-media-as-a-sentinel-for-disease-surveillance-what-does-sociodemographic-status-have-to-do-with-it/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/article/social-media-as-a-sentinel-for-disease-surveillance-what-does-sociodemographic-status-have-to-do-with-it/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/article/community-event-based-surveillance-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-sierra-leone-implementation-of-a-national-level-system-during-a-crisis/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/article/community-event-based-surveillance-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-sierra-leone-implementation-of-a-national-level-system-during-a-crisis/
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monitors reported to their supervisor at least once per week. Most alerts (87%) reported by 
community health monitors were deaths unrelated to Ebola. During the rapid evaluations, the 
mean recall by community health monitors was three of the six trigger events. Implementation 
of the national system achieved scale, but three months later than anticipated. 
DISCUSSION: Community event based surveillance generated consistent surveillance 
information during periods of no- to low-levels of transmission across districts. We interpret this 
to mean that community health monitors are an effective tool for generating useful, 
unstructured information at the village level. However, to maximize validity, the triggers require 
more training, may be too many in number, and need increased relevance to the context of the 
tail end of the epidemic. 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 10 December 2016)  
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 10 December 2016)  
Research Article 
Oral Cholera Vaccination Delivery Cost in Low- and Middle-Income Countries: An 
Analysis Based on Systematic Review  
Vittal Mogasale, Enusa Ramani, Hyeseung Wee, Jerome H. Kim  
| published 08 Dec 2016 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005124  
Abstract 
Background 
Use of the oral cholera vaccine (OCV) is a vital short-term strategy to control cholera in endemic 
areas with poor water and sanitation infrastructure. Identifying, estimating, and categorizing 
the delivery costs of OCV campaigns are useful in analyzing cost-effectiveness, understanding 
vaccine affordability, and in planning and decision making by program managers and policy 
makers. 
Objectives 
To review and re-estimate oral cholera vaccination program costs and propose a new 
standardized categorization that can help in collation, analysis, and comparison of delivery costs 
across countries. 
Data sources 
Peer reviewed publications listed in PubMed database, Google Scholar and World Health 
Organization (WHO) websites and unpublished data from organizations involved in oral cholera 
vaccination. 
Study eligibility criteria 
The publications and reports containing oral cholera vaccination delivery costs, conducted in 
low- and middle-income countries based on World Bank Classification. Limits are humans and 
publication date before December 31st, 2014. 
Participants 
No participants are involved, only costs are collected. 
Intervention 
Oral cholera vaccination and cost estimation. 
Study appraisal and synthesis method 

http://www.plosmedicine.org/
http://www.plosntds.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005124
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0005124
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005124
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A systematic review was conducted using pre-defined inclusion and exclusion criteria. Cost 
items were categorized into four main cost groups: vaccination program preparation, vaccine 
administration, adverse events following immunization and vaccine procurement; the first three 
groups constituting the vaccine delivery costs. The costs were re-estimated in 2014 US dollars 
(US$) and in international dollar (I$). 
Results 
Ten studies were identified and included in the analysis. The vaccine delivery costs ranged from 
US$0.36 to US$ 6.32 (in US$2014) which was equivalent to I$ 0.99 to I$ 16.81 (in I$2014). The 
vaccine procurement costs ranged from US$ 0.29 to US$ 29.70 (in US$2014), which was 
equivalent to I$ 0.72 to I$ 78.96 (in I$2014). The delivery costs in routine immunization 
systems were lowest from US$ 0.36 (in US$2014) equivalent to I$ 0.99 (in I$2014). 
Limitations 
The reported cost categories are not standardized at collection point and may lead to 
misclassification. Costs for some OCV campaigns are not available and analysis does not include 
direct and indirect costs to vaccine recipients. 
Conclusions and implications of key findings 
Vaccine delivery cost estimation is needed for budgeting and economic analysis of vaccination 
programs. The cost categorization methodology presented in this study is helpful in collecting 
OCV delivery costs in a standardized manner, comparing delivery costs, planning vaccination 
campaigns and informing decision-making. 
Author Summary 
We reviewed and re-estimated oral cholera vaccine delivery costs in low and middle income 
countries standardizing cost categories. The cost categorization proposed here can help in 
collation, analysis, comparison and economic analysis of OCV delivery costs across countries 
 
Research Article  
Dengue in the Middle East and North Africa: A Systematic Review  
John M. Humphrey, Natalie B. Cleton, Chantal B. E. M. Reusken, Marshall J. Glesby, Marion P. 
G. Koopmans, Laith J. Abu-Raddad  
| published 07 Dec 2016 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005194  
 
Research Article  
Public Health Interventions for Aedes Control in the Time of Zikavirus– A Meta-
Review on Effectiveness of Vector Control Strategies  
Maha Bouzid, Julii Brainard, Lee Hooper, Paul R. Hunter  
| published 07 Dec 2016 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0005176  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 10 December 2016]  
Research Article  
Routine Vaccination Coverage in Northern Nigeria: Results from 40 District-Level 
Cluster Surveys, 2014-2015  
Rajni Gunnala, Ikechukwu U. Ogbuanu, Oluwasegun J. Adegoke, Heather M. Scobie, Belinda V. 
Uba, Kathleen A. Wannemuehler, Alicia Ruiz, Hashim Elmousaad, Chima J. Ohuabunwo, 
Mahmud Mustafa, Patrick Nguku, Ndadilnasiya Endie Waziri, John F. Vertefeuille  
| published 09 Dec 2016 PLOS ONE  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0167835 
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Abstract 
Background 
Despite recent success towards controlling poliovirus transmission, Nigeria has struggled to 
achieve uniformly high routine vaccination coverage. A lack of reliable vaccination coverage 
data at the operational level makes it challenging to target program improvement. To reliably 
estimate vaccination coverage, we conducted district-level vaccine coverage surveys using a 
pre-existing infrastructure of polio technical staff in northern Nigeria. 
Methods 
Household-level cluster surveys were conducted in 40 polio high risk districts of Nigeria during 
2014–2015. Global positioning system technology and intensive supervision by a pool of 
qualified technical staff were used to ensure high survey quality. Vaccination status of children 
aged 12–23 months was documented based on vaccination card or caretaker’s recall. District-
level coverage estimates were calculated using survey methods. 
Results 
Data from 7,815 children across 40 districts were analyzed. District-level coverage with the third 
dose of diphtheria-pertussis-tetanus vaccine (DPT3) ranged widely from 1–63%, with all 
districts having DPT3 coverage below the target of 80%. Median coverage across all districts for 
each of eight vaccine doses (1 Bacille Calmette-Guérin dose, 3 DPT doses, 3 oral poliovirus 
vaccine doses, and 1 measles vaccine dose) was <50%. DPT3 coverage by survey was 
substantially lower (range: 28%–139%) than the 2013 administrative coverage reported among 
children aged <12 months. Common reported reasons for non-vaccination included lack of 
knowledge about vaccines and vaccination services (50%) and factors related to access to 
routine immunization services (15%). 
Conclusions 
Survey results highlighted vaccine coverage gaps that were systematically underestimated by 
administrative reporting across 40 polio high risk districts in northern Nigeria. Given the 
limitations of administrative coverage data, our approach to conducting quality district-level 
coverage surveys and providing data to assess and remediate issues contributing to poor 
vaccination coverage could serve as an example in countries with sub-optimal vaccination 
coverage, similar to Nigeria. 
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
[Accessed 10 December 2016]  
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 31 - Issue 6 - December 2016 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 93, Pages 1-226 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/93 
Original Research Article 
News media coverage of U.S. Ebola policies: Implications for communication during 
future infectious disease threats 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/prehospital-and-disaster-medicine/latest-issue
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/93
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0091743516302729
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0091743516302729
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Pages 115-120 
Tara Kirk Sell, Crystal Boddie, Emma E. McGinty, Keshia Pollack, Katherine Clegg Smith, Thomas 
A. Burke, Lainie Rutkow 
Abstract 
The Ebola outbreak of 2014–2015 raised concerns about the disease's potential spread in the 
U.S. and received significant news media coverage. Prior research has shown that news media 
coverage of policy options can influence public opinion regarding those policies, as well as 
public attitudes toward the broader social issues and target populations addressed by such 
policies. To assess news media coverage of Ebola policies, the content of U.S.-focused news 
stories (n = 1262) published between July 1 and November 30, 2014 from 12 news sources was 
analyzed for 13 policy-related messages. Eight-two percent of news stories mentioned one or 
more policy-related messages. The most frequently appearing policy-related messages overall 
were those about isolation (47%) and quarantine (40%). The least frequently mentioned policy-
related message described dividing potentially exposed persons into distinct groups based on 
their level of Ebola risk in order to set different levels of restrictions (5%). Message frequency 
differed depending on whether news sources were located in an area that experienced an Ebola 
case or controversy, by news sources' political ideological perspective, and by type of news 
source (print and television). All policy-related messages showed significant increases in 
frequency after the first case of Ebola was diagnosed in the U.S. on September 30, 2014, with 
the exception of messages related to isolation, which showed a significant decrease. Results 
offer insight into how the news media covers policies to manage emerging disease threats. 
  
Original Research Article 
Dispelling the myth: Exploring associations between the HPV vaccine and 
inconsistent condom use among college students 
Pages 147-150 
Coralia Vázquez-Otero, Erika L. Thompson, Ellen M. Daley, Stacey B. Griner, Rachel Logan, 
Cheryl A. Vamos 
Abstract 
Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination is safe and effective in preventing anogenital cancers 
and warts. However, myths have surrounded the HPV vaccine since its approval, including the 
possibility that HPV vaccinated young people are more likely to engage in risky sexual 
behaviors. The purpose of this study was to assess the association between HPV vaccination 
and engaging in inconsistent condom use in a sample of U.S. college students. A secondary 
data analysis of the National College Health Assessment-II (Fall 2013) was conducted in 2015. 
Risky sexual activity was operationalized as inconsistent condom use for oral, vaginal or anal 
sexual activity. Logistic regression models were stratified by sexual activity and gender, and 
controlled for socio-demographics and history of STIs. Inconsistent condom use was reported 
among females for vaginal (47%), oral (94%), and anal sex (75%); while males reported levels 
of inconsistency for vaginal (38%), oral (94%), and anal sex (58%). Sixty-nine percent of 
females reported receiving the HPV vaccine compared to 43% of males. Among females, there 
was no significant association between HPV vaccination and inconsistent condom use in any of 
the sexual activities. Among males, there was no significant association between HPV 
vaccination and inconsistent condom use in oral or vaginal sex. HPV-vaccinated males were less 
likely to report inconsistent condom use during anal sexual activity. This study contributes to 
the increasing evidence that HPV vaccination is not associated with risky sexual behavior. 
Dispelling this myth is important to facilitate uptake and completion of the HPV vaccine in the 
U.S. 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0091743516303097
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0091743516303097
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Volume 9 Issue 10 December 2016  
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
November/December 2016; 131 (6)  
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
December 2016; 26 (14)  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: General 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 35 Issue 10 December 2016  
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 10 December 2016]  
[No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
Recently Published Articles - November 
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
October 2016  Volume 36, Issue 10  Pages 1827–2027 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2016.36.issue-10/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 9, 2016 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
09 December 2016  Vol 354, Issue 6317 
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http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial 
Lifeline for refugee scholars 
By Allan Goodman 
Science09 Dec 2016 : 1207  
Summary 
The global refugee crisis now stands at 65 million forcibly displaced people, according to the 
United Nations. Could the world ever have imagined a number exceeding that produced by the 
Nazis and World War II? The conflict over Syria alone, raging since 2011, has so far resulted in 
more than 11 million refugees and internally displaced persons. Over the past year, 
international summits have convened to address this global crisis, including the United Nations 
Summit in September. There is a growing view that the world must recognize these individuals 
not as part of a temporary emergency, but as a long-term challenge, and one where higher 
education can play a major role. 
 
In Depth 
AIDS epidemic nears control in three African countries 
By Jon Cohen 
Science09 Dec 2016 : 1213 Restricted Access 
Summary 
This World AIDS Day, 1 December, surprisingly good news came out of southern Africa, the 
region in the world that has suffered the most from HIV. A random household survey done of 
some 80,000 people in Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe—each of which has more than 10% of 
adults living with the virus—found that more than 86% of the people on treatment had fully 
suppressed their virus. This means they can stave off AIDS and it vastly reduces the likelihood 
that they will transmit the virus to others. In keeping with this finding, the massive survey effort 
led by Columbia University's Mailman School of Health discovered that the rate of new 
infections in Zimbabwe and Zambia was substantially lower than previously estimated by 
modeling done by the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) that relied on 
less rigorous data. This bolsters hopes that these countries are on the path to the UNAIDS goal 
of controlling their AIDS epidemics by 2030 
 
The long-run poverty and gender impacts of mobile money 
By Tavneet Suri, William Jack 
Science09 Dec 2016 : 1288-1292 Full Access 
Abstract 
Mobile money, a service that allows monetary value to be stored on a mobile phone and sent to 
other users via text messages, has been adopted by the vast majority of Kenyan households. 
We estimate that access to the Kenyan mobile money system M-PESA increased per capita 
consumption levels and lifted 194,000 households, or 2% of Kenyan households, out of poverty. 
The impacts, which are more pronounced for female-headed households, appear to be driven 
by changes in financial behavior—in particular, increased financial resilience and saving—and 
labor market outcomes, such as occupational choice, especially for women, who moved out of 
agriculture and into business. Mobile money has therefore increased the efficiency of the 
allocation of consumption over time while allowing a more efficient allocation of labor, resulting 
in a meaningful reduction of poverty in Kenya. 
Editor’s Summary 
Substituting minutes for money 
In developing countries, bank branches and fixed-line telecommunications are scarce, whereas 
mobile phones are plentiful. These factors have led to the use of mobile money, whereby 
money can be used to purchase minutes, which can then be converted back into money. Suri 

http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6317/1207
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6317/1207
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6317/1213
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6317/1213
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6317/1288
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/354/6317/1288
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and Jack show that increased access to mobile money has increased long-term consumption in 
Kenya and reduced the number of households in extreme poverty. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 170, Pages 1-254 (December 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/170 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 10 December 2016]  
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2017   Volume 15, Number 1  
https://ssir.org/issue/winter_2017 
  Laws and programs designed to benefit vulnerable groups, such as the disabled or people of 
color, often end up benefiting all of society. From affirmative action to wheelchair friendly 
sidewalks, examples all around us show that investing in equity isn’t a zero-sum game. That’s 
the message of the cover story in the winter 2017 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review, 
“The Curb-Cut Effect,” by Angela Glover Blackwell. 
 [Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 8, Issue 12 (December 2016) 
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/10 
Articles 
Foodsheds and City Region Food Systems in Two West African Cities  
by Hanna Karg, Pay Drechsel, Edmund K. Akoto-Danso, Rüdiger Glaser, George Nyarko and 
Andreas Buerkert 
Sustainability 2016, 8(12), 1175; doi:10.3390/su8121175 
Received: 17 August 2016 / Revised: 4 November 2016 / Accepted: 7 November 2016 / 
Published: 25 November 2016 
Abstract  
In response to changing urban food systems, short supply chains have been advocated to meet 
urban food needs while building more sustainable urban food systems. Despite an increasing 
interest in urban food supply and the flows of food from production to consumption, there is a 
lack of empirical studies and methodologies which systematically analyse the actual proportion 
and nutritional significance of local and regional food supplied to urban markets. The aim of this 
empirical study therefore was to compare the geographical sources supplying food to the urban 
population (“foodsheds”) in Tamale, Ghana and Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, to record the 
supplied quantities and to assess the level of interaction between the sources and the 
respective city. The study was conducted over two years, covering the seasons of abundant and 
short supply, via traffic surveys on the access roads to the two cities, and in the Tamale 
markets, resulting altogether in more than 40,000 records of food flow. Results indicated that 
food sources were highly crop- and season-specific, ranging from one-dimensional to multi-
dimensional foodsheds with diverse sources across seasons. Across the commodity-specific 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/170
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foodsheds, city region boundaries were established. Within the proposed city region a relatively 
large proportion of smallholders contributed to urban food supply, taking advantage of the 
proximity to urban markets. While food provided from within the city region offers certain place-
based benefits, like the provision of fresh perishable crops, a larger geographical diversity of 
foodsheds appeared to enhance the resilience of urban food systems, such as against climate 
related production failures 
 
Adjustment and Optimization of the Cropping Systems under Water Constraint  
by Pingli An, Wei Ren, Xilin Liu, Mengmei Song and Xuemin Li 
Sustainability 2016, 8(12), 1207; doi:10.3390/su8121207 
Received: 7 October 2016 / Revised: 16 November 2016 / Accepted: 17 November 2016 / 
Published: 25 November 2016 
 
The Link between Corporate Environmental and Corporate Financial Performance—
Viewpoints from Practice and Research  
by Anne Bergmann 
Sustainability 2016, 8(12), 1219; doi:10.3390/su8121219 
Received: 23 August 2016 / Revised: 17 November 2016 / Accepted: 18 November 2016 /  
Abstract  
For more than 40 years, a tremendous number of studies have empirically explored the 
relationship between Corporate Environmental Performance (CEP) and Corporate Financial 
Performance (CFP). This study considers the relationship from a new perspective—via a 
qualitative research approach based on expert interviews. First, practitioners are queried for 
their view on the link between CEP and CFP and how to measure it. Since the vast majority see 
a positive relationship, this study contributes with a new form of evidence that it pays to be 
green. The chosen qualitative approach also allows a more detailed analysis of underlying 
cause-and-effect mechanisms. For instance, interviewed practitioners emphasize a direct and 
indirect impact from CEP on CFP. Second, the study conducts interviews with experts from 
research and associations (non-practitioners) and compares the viewpoints of the two interview 
groups. One prevalent difference refers to the fact that non-practitioners do not focus on the 
two impact levels. Moreover, business experts perceive the link between CEP and CFP as much 
less complex and reveal more pragmatically oriented considerations. The study then discusses 
how the interview results and identified differences can be used to direct future research and to 
support corporations in their move towards sustainabilit 
 
Indicators for the Analysis of Peasant Women’s Equity and Empowerment Situations 
in a Sustainability Framework: A Case Study of Cacao Production in Ecuador  
by Olga de Marco Larrauri, David Pérez Neira and Marta Soler Montiel 
Sustainability 2016, 8(12), 1231; doi:10.3390/su8121231 
Received: 23 August 2016 / Revised: 3 November 2016 / Accepted: 21 November 2016 / 
Published: 25 November 2016 
Abstract  
Family agriculture is a fundamental pillar in the construction of agroecological agri-food 
alternatives fostering processes of sustainable rural development where social equity represents 
a central aspect. Despite agroecology’s critical openness, this area has not yet incorporated an 
explicit gender approach allowing an appropriate problematization and analysis of the cultural 
inequalities of gender relations in agriculture, women’s empowerment processes and their 
nexus with sustainability. This work presents an organized proposal of indicators to approach 
and analyze the degree of peasant women’s equity and empowerment within a wide 
sustainability framework. After a thorough bibliographical review, 34 equity and empowerment 
indicators were identified and organized into six basic theoretical dimensions. Following the 
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collection of empirical data (from 20 cacao-producing families), the indicators were analyzed 
and reorganized on the basis of hierarchical cluster analysis and explanatory interdependence 
into a new set of six empirical dimensions: (1) access to resources, education and social 
participation; (2) economic-personal autonomy and self-esteem; (3) gender gaps (labor rights, 
health, work and physical violence); (4) techno-productive decision-making and remunerated 
work; (5) land ownership and mobility; and (6) diversification of responsibilities and social and 
feminist awareness. Additionally, a case study is presented that analyzes equity and 
empowerment in the lives of two rural cacao-producing peasant women in Ecuador. 
 
Indicators for the Analysis of Peasant Women’s Equity and Empowerment Situations 
in a Sustainability Framework: A Case Study of Cacao Production in Ecuador  
by Olga de Marco Larrauri, David Pérez Neira and Marta Soler Montiel 
Sustainability 2016, 8(12), 1231; doi:10.3390/su8121231 
Received: 23 August 2016 / Revised: 3 November 2016 / Accepted: 21 November 2016 / 
Published: 25 November 2016 
Abstract  
Family agriculture is a fundamental pillar in the construction of agroecological agri-food 
alternatives fostering processes of sustainable rural development where social equity represents 
a central aspect. Despite agroecology’s critical openness, this area has not yet incorporated an 
explicit gender approach allowing an appropriate problematization and analysis of the cultural 
inequalities of gender relations in agriculture, women’s empowerment processes and their 
nexus with sustainability. This work presents an organized proposal of indicators to approach 
and analyze the degree of peasant women’s equity and empowerment within a wide 
sustainability framework. After a thorough bibliographical review, 34 equity and empowerment 
indicators were identified and organized into six basic theoretical dimensions. Following the 
collection of empirical data (from 20 cacao-producing families), the indicators were analyzed 
and reorganized on the basis of hierarchical cluster analysis and explanatory interdependence 
into a new set of six empirical dimensions: (1) access to resources, education and social 
participation; (2) economic-personal autonomy and self-esteem; (3) gender gaps (labor rights, 
health, work and physical violence); (4) techno-productive decision-making and remunerated 
work; (5) land ownership and mobility; and (6) diversification of responsibilities and social and 
feminist awareness. Additionally, a case study is presented that analyzes equity and 
empowerment in the lives of two rural cacao-producing peasant women in Ecuador. 
 
Urban Big Data and Sustainable Development Goals: Challenges and Opportunities  
by Ali Kharrazi, Hua Qin and Yi Zhang 
Sustainability 2016, 8(12), 1293; doi:10.3390/su8121293 (registering DOI) 
Received: 1 September 2016 / Revised: 26 November 2016 / Accepted: 30 November 2016 / 
Published: 9 December 2016 
Abstract  
Cities are perhaps one of the most challenging and yet enabling arenas for sustainable 
development goals. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) emphasize the need to monitor 
each goal through objective targets and indicators based on common denominators in the 
ability of countries to collect and maintain relevant standardized data. While this approach is 
aimed at harmonizing the SDGs at the national level, it presents unique challenges and 
opportunities for the development of innovative urban-level metrics through big data 
innovations. In this article, we make the case for advancing more innovative targets and 
indicators relevant to the SDGs through the emergence of urban big data. We believe that 
urban policy-makers are faced with unique opportunities to develop, experiment, and advance 
big data practices relevant to sustainable development. This can be achieved by situating the 
application of big data innovations through developing mayoral institutions for the governance 
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of urban big data, advancing the culture and common skill sets for applying urban big data, and 
investing in specialized research and education programs 
 
 
TORTURE Journal 
Volume 26, Nr. 2, 2016 
http://www.irct.org/Default.aspx?ID=5768 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
September-October, 2016   Volume 14, Issue 5  
http://www.travelmedicinejournal.com/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
November 2016  Volume 21, Issue 11  Pages 1347–1488, E1–E1 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2016.21.issue-11/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIII No. 3 2016  October 2016  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Human Habits, Human Habitats 
   At the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Development (Habitat III), to 
be held in Quito, Ecuador, from 17 to 20 October 2016, world leaders will discuss and agree on 
ways to address the pressing issues faced by cities today and in the years to come.  This issue 
of the UN Chronicle, under the theme “Human Habits, Human Habitats”, provides a variety of 
perspectives on sustainable urbanization and the future of human settlements. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 11, Issue 4, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°81 - September 2016 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/81/ 
September 2016 
World Heritage and Urban Heritage  
Cities are among the most quickly evolving environments on the planet. Over half of the world’s 
population lives in cities today, and knowing how to manage these urban areas as they grow, 
so that we can both cherish our history and yet help them to ...  
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