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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across 
these broad themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this 
regard. This is not intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
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G20  
 
G20 Leaders' Communique Hangzhou Summit 
4-5 September 2016 
[Selected Paragraphs; Editor’s text bolding] 
 
Inclusive and Interconnected Development 
…33. We pledge to enhance policy coherence on sustainable development and reaffirm our 
commitment to further align our work with the universal implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on 
financing for development, based on the comparative advantage and the added value of the 
G20 and in accordance with our national circumstances, while acknowledging that the global 
follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda is a UN-led process. We commit to contributing to the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda by setting an example through bold, transformative 
collective and intended national actions in a wide range of areas. By endorsing the G20 Action 
Plan on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which also includes high-level principles, 
we reaffirm our commitment to achieve the ambition of the 2030 Agenda. We note the Addis 
Tax Initiative, welcome the establishment of the Technology Facilitation Mechanism and stress 
the importance of enhanced cooperation on technologies to achieving sustainable 
development… 
 
41. The G20 will continue to prioritize its work on food security, nutrition, sustainable 
agricultural growth and rural development as a significant contribution to implementing the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. We endorse the outcome of the G20 
Agriculture Ministers Meeting and encourage our agriculture ministers to meet 
regularly to jointly facilitate sustainable agricultural development and food value 
chains, including through technological, institutional and social innovation, trade 
and responsible investment, as a means of food security, rural development and 
poverty alleviation. We support increasing efforts in this regard by the agricultural scientific 
and private sectors and welcome the opening of the First G20 Agricultural Entrepreneurs 
Forum. We recognize the role of family farmers and smallholder agriculture in development, and 
welcome the Good Practices on Family Farming and Smallholder Agriculture that identifies a set 
of policies, programs and tools that can prove useful to G20 members and beyond. We 
welcome the contribution by programs and initiatives that promote sustainable agricultural 
development, including the Global Agriculture and Food Security Program. 
 
Further Significant Global Challenges Affecting the World Economy 
…43. We reiterate our commitment to sustainable development and strong and 
effective support and actions to address climate change. We commit to complete 
our respective domestic procedures in order to join the Paris Agreement as soon as 
our national procedures allow. We welcome those G20 members who joined the Agreement and 
efforts to enable the Paris Agreement to enter into force by the end of 2016 and look forward 
to its timely implementation with all its aspects. We affirm the importance of fulfilling the 
UNFCCC commitment by developed countries in providing means of implementation including 
financial resources to assist developing countries with respect to both mitigation and adaptation 
actions in line with Paris outcomes. We reaffirm the importance of the support provided by the 
Green Climate Fund. We welcome the G20 Climate Finance Study Group report on "Promoting 
Efficient and Transparent Provision and Mobilization of Climate Finance to Enhance Ambition of 
Mitigation and Adaptation Actions". We look forward to successful outcomes in related 

http://www.g20.org/English/Documents/Current/201609/t20160906_3395.html
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multilateral fora, including the Montreal Protocol and the International Civil Aviation 
Organization… 
 
44. Worldwide massive forced displacement of people, unprecedented since the Second World 
War, especially those generated from violent conflicts, is a global concern. We reiterate our 
call in Antalya for global concerted efforts in addressing the effects, protection need 
and root causes of refugee crisis to share in the burden associated with it. We call 
for strengthening humanitarian assistance for refugees and refugee resettlement, 
and we invite all states, according to their individual capacity, to scale up assistance to relevant 
international organizations in order to enhance their capabilities to assist affected countries, 
intensifying efforts to find durable solutions, in particular for protracted refugee situations, and 
in this regard, strengthening the contribution of development assistance to host communities. 
We support the international efforts to respond to the ongoing crisis and note the upcoming 
high-level meetings which will take place during the UN General Assembly. We note the World 
Bank's effort to work with other international organizations and its shareholders to develop a 
global crisis response platform to provide support to refugees and host communities in both low 
and middle income countries. The G20 will continue to address forced displacement in 2017 
with a view to developing concrete actions. The G20 will also examine migration issues in 
2017… 
 
46. Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) poses a serious threat to public health, growth and global 
economic stability. We affirm the need to explore in an inclusive manner to fight 
antimicrobial resistance by developing evidence-based ways to prevent and 
mitigate resistance, and unlock research and development into new and existing 
antimicrobials from a G20 value-added perspective, and call on the WHO, FAO, OIE 
and OECD to collectively report back in 2017 on options to address this including the 
economic aspects. In this context, we will promote prudent use of antibiotics and take into 
consideration huge challenges of affordability and access of antimicrobials and their impact on 
public health. We strongly support the work of the WHO, FAO and the OIE and look forward to 
a successful high-level meeting on AMR during the UN General Assembly. We look forward to 
the discussion under the upcoming presidency for dealing with these issues… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Migration / Refugees / Asylum / IDPs 
 
Uprooted - THE GROWING CRISIS FOR REFUGEE AND MIGRANT CHILDREN 
UNICEF 
September 2016 :: 140pages 
PDFs: http://weshare.unicef.org/Package/2AMZIFQP5K8 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
Around the world, nearly 50 million children have migrated across borders or been forcibly 
displaced – and this is a conservative estimate. More than half of these girls and boys fled 
violence and insecurity – 28 million in total. 
 
These children may be refugees, internally displaced or migrants, but first and foremost, they 
are children: no matter where they come from, whoever they are, and without exception. 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_92725.html
http://weshare.unicef.org/Package/2AMZIFQP5K8


   

: 
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

Children do not bear any responsibility for the bombs and bullets, the gang violence, 
persecution, the shriveled crops and low family wages driving them from their homes. They are, 
however, always the first to be affected by war, conflict, climate change and poverty.  
 
Children in these contexts are among the most vulnerable people on earth and this vulnerability 
is only getting worse. The number of child refugees under the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees’ (UNHCR) mandate has more than doubled in just 10 years – this 
shocking statistic is simply unacceptable. 
 
Their world is no place for a child.  
Migrating and displaced children are at risk of some of the worst forms of abuse and harm. 
Often dependent on human smuggling, they can easily fall victim to traffickers and other 
criminals. Many are subjected to extreme forms of abuse and deprivation during their journeys. 
The violations have to stop. 
 
When, and if, these children reach destination countries, the threats they face do not disappear. 
Despite extraordinary and generous actions to help them in many places and by many people 
and organizations, children and their families struggle to gain a foothold. Refugee and migrant 
children disproportionately face poverty and exclusion at a time when they are in desperate 
need of essential services and protection. 
 
Supporting displaced and migrant children at home and globally is a shared responsibility – 
shared because no one is untouched by the impacts of the multiple crises in the world.  
Children’s voices, their plight and the issues they face must become the focus of international 
debates on migration and displacement.  
 
This report presents, for the first time, comprehensive, global data about these children – 
where they are born, where they move, and some of the dangers they face along the way. The 
report sheds light on the truly global nature of childhood migration and displacement, 
highlighting the major challenges faced by child migrants and refugees in every region. 
 
Action for children cannot wait  
Based on the findings of the report and its work in the field, UNICEF has developed six goals 
and practical suggestions to protect child migrants and refugees and provide them with hope 
for the future: 
 
   :: Protect child refugees and migrants, particularly unaccompanied children, from exploitation 
and violence Introduce measures to strengthen child protection systems, including the training 
of social and child workers and working with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and 
professional groups. Clamp down on trafficking, not only through enhanced law enforcement, 
but also by providing better support to migrant children through the systematic appointment of 
qualified guardians; better access to information regarding their own situation and the 
management of their cases; and access to legal assistance. Governments should also develop 
clearer guidance for case officers when determining the migration status of children, to prevent 
the return of children and families to persecution, dangerous or life-threatening situations, 
using the best interest of the child principle to guide legal decision-making in all cases.  
 
   :: End the detention of children seeking refugee status or migrating Introduce practical 
alternatives to detention wherever children (or their families) are involved, given the negative 
impact of detention on a child’s development. Children are particularly vulnerable to physical 
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and psychological violence. Examples of alternatives to detention include: the surrender of 
passport and regular reporting requirements; guarantors or bailees who may be family 
members or community supporters; foster care and supervised independent living for 
unaccompanied and separated children; and compulsory registration with authorities.  
 
   :: Keep families together as the best way to protect children and give children legal status 
Develop clear policy guidance to keep children from being separated from their parents during 
border control processing and any migrant legal processes. States should speed-up procedures 
and make it easier for children to reunite with their families, including with their extended 
families in destination countries. States should pursue all practical measures to reunify children 
with their families. Children born to migrant parents need legal identity for their future 
wellbeing. Governments should provide birth registration and/or other identity documents to 
enable children to access services and avoid statelessness. 
 
   : Keep all refugee and migrant children learning and give them access to health and other 
quality services An increased collective effort by governments, communities and the private 
sector is needed to provide education, health, shelter, nutrition, water and sanitation, and 
access to legal and psychosocial support to these children. This is not only a collective 
responsibility, it is in all societies’ common interests. A child’s migration status should never 
represent a barrier to accessing essential services.  
 
   :: Press for action on the underlying causes of large scale movements of refugees and 
migrants Address the root causes of conflict, violence and extreme poverty in countries of 
origin. This should include increasing access to education and social protection; expanding 
opportunities for family income and youth employment; and fostering more accountable and 
transparent governance. Governments should facilitate community dialogue and engagement 
towards peaceful conflict resolution, tolerance and a more inclusive society; and should take 
measures against gang violence.  
 
   :: Promote measures to combat xenophobia, discrimination and marginalization in countries 
of transit and destination Coalitions of NGOs, communities, private sector, religious groups and 
political leaders should take responsibility for influencing public opinion to prevent the rise of 
xenophobia and discrimination towards refugees. 
 
Press Release 
Nearly 50 million children “uprooted” worldwide – UNICEF 
   NEW YORK, 7 September 2016 – Across the globe, nearly 50 million children have been 
uprooted – 28 million of them driven from their homes by conflicts not of their making, and 
millions more migrating in the hope of finding a better, safer life. Often traumatized by the 
conflicts and violence they are fleeing, they face further dangers along the way, including the 
risk of drowning on sea crossings, malnourishment and dehydration, trafficking, kidnapping, 
rape and even murder. In countries they travel through and at their destinations, they often 
face xenophobia and discrimination… 
 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Syria 
 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_92725.html
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We 73 NGOs working on humanitarian response to Syria and neighboring countries 
have signed the statement below to raise our concerns about the performance of UN 
agencies based in Damascus and their partners, particularly the Syrian Arab Red 
Crescent (SARC). 
 
It has become clear to many organizations that the Syrian government in Damascus has a 
significant and substantial influence on the performance of UN agencies based in Damascus as 
well as their partners SARC and other humanitarian actors. We are fully aware of the 
humanitarian needs of the Syrian people across Syria as well as in neighboring countries, and 
we are fully aware of the programs that UN agencies and partners including SARC are 
implementing in the governments areas, and we must express our concern over the 
manipulation of humanitarian relief efforts by the political interests of the Syrian government 
that deprives other Syrians in besieged areas from services of those programs. The Syrian 
government has interfered with the delivery of humanitarian assistance in multiple instances, 
including the blocking of aid to besieged areas, the removal of medical aid from inter-agency 
convoys, the disregard for needs-assessments and information coming from humanitarian 
actors in Syria, and the marginalization of other humanitarian actors in the critical planning 
phases of crisis response. The Whole of Syria information-sharing mechanism was created in 
order to prevent gaps in the response by including all humanitarian actors providing cross-
border relief. Yet, UN agencies based in Damascus and their main partner, SARC, have been 
making the final decisions, shaped by the political influence of the Syrian government. The 2016 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) is a very clear example of this. 
 
We are not hopeful that UN agencies based in Damascus or SARC will take concrete action to 
respond to the violations of human rights in Syria in a way that might protect the Syrian people, 
or stop the forced evacuation from several areas including Daraya and Homs. We have little 
hope that the UN-coordinated humanitarian response might operate independently of the 
political priorities of the Syrian government. We have lowered our expectations until our 
requests became as basic as the mere request for the evacuation of a child in a besieged area 
in need of life-saving medical treatment-- medical treatment he should never have been denied 
in the first place. We thought it might be reasonable to pressure the UN to assist in ending the 
use of starvation as a weapon of war by attaining sustained and sufficient humanitarian access 
to besieged areas. That too has failed. This deliberate manipulation by the Syrian government 
and the complacency of the UN have played hand-in-hand. The people of Syria have suffered 
ever more as a result. 
 
The case of the conjoined twins, Moaz and Nawras, present a very clear example of non-
cooperation by humanitarian actors in Damascus and the political influence of the Syrian 
government. The twins were born in besieged east Ghouta and after constant pressure from 
humanitarian actors, they were evacuated to Damascus, where they were trapped waiting for 
treatment. Syrian NGOs sent a complete proposal through UN OCHA to SARC offering to 
provide medical treatment, We received no response and were held on standby until we 
received news of their death. We believe that the inaction in this case summarizes the inefficacy 
and inertia of the humanitarian actors in Damascus, particularly SARC leadership.  
 
Additionally, we reported the death of 65 people resulting from malnutrition in Madaya between 
November 2015 and May 2016, where medical evacuations that could have saved patients' lives 
were not permitted. Madaya is an example of over million Syrians remain under siege with 
extremely limited medical evacuations today.  
 

https://www.sams-usa.net/foundation/images/UN%20Position%20Paper%20Final.pdf
https://www.sams-usa.net/foundation/images/UN%20Position%20Paper%20Final.pdf
https://www.sams-usa.net/foundation/images/UN%20Position%20Paper%20Final.pdf
https://www.sams-usa.net/foundation/images/UN%20Position%20Paper%20Final.pdf
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We, the 73 NGOs working to provide humanitarian relief in Syria, announce in this position 
paper:  
   1 - A full suspension of our participation in the Whole of Syria information-sharing mechanism 
as a first step in response to the political influence of the Syrian government and the inaction of 
UN agencies and other humanitarian actors based in Damascus, until we revise the WoS 
process to reach a new mechanism where there is no political influence in any aspect of it. 
 
   2 - We officially request a transparent and visible investigation about the information 
mentioned in media articles criticizing UN performance in Damascus, the death of the twins, 
and the political influence of the Syrian government on humanitarian actors in Damascus. We 
call for the installation of a monitoring body to provide oversight for the humanitarian 
coordination in Damascus in a mechanism that includes the participation of humanitarian NGOs 
in order to ensure that all Syrians have sufficient and sustained access to aid and that 
international law is respected. 
 
   3 - We request a revision to the medical evacuation processes in Syria, including the Four 
Towns agreement and others in besieged areas, to establish new protocols where the process 
of medical evacuations remains transparent to humanitarian actors and is not subject to the 
political negotiations or influence of parties on the ground. 
 
The NGOs signed onto this paper provide humanitarian assistance to over 7 million Syrians, 
over 6 million in Syria and others in the 3 neighboring countries of Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey 
in all humanitarian sectors, health , education, food security, shelter, wash, protection, 
livelihood and many others.  
 
73 signatories listed here, all members of one of more of these groupings: 
:: Syrian NGO Alliance (SNA)  
:: (SRN) Syria Relief Network  
:: SHAML CSOs COALITION 
::Independent NGOs 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Human Rights  
 
Zeid warns against populists and demagogues in Europe and U.S.  
Peace, Justice and Security Foundation gala,  
The Hague, 5 September 2016 
 
Dear Friends, 
I wish to address this short statement to Mr. Geert Wilders, his acolytes, indeed to all those like 
him – the populists, demagogues and political fantasists.   

To them, I must be a sort of nightmare.  I am the global voice on human rights, universal 
rights; elected by all governments, and now critic of almost all governments.  I defend and 
promote the human rights of each individual, everywhere: the rights of migrants, asylum 
seekers and immigrants; the rights of the LGBTi community; the rights of women and children 
in all countries; minorities; indigenous persons; people with disabilities, and any and all who are 

https://www.sams-usa.net/foundation/images/UN%20Position%20Paper%20Final.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20452&LangID=E
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discriminated against, disadvantaged, persecuted or tortured – whether by governments, 
political movements or by terrorists.  

I am a Muslim, who is, confusingly to racists, also white-skinned; whose mother is European 
and father, Arab.  And I am angry, too.  Because of Mr. Wilder’s lies and half-truths, 
manipulations and peddling of fear.  You see, twenty years ago I served in the UN 
peacekeeping force during the Balkan wars – wars so cruel, so devastating, which flowed from 
this same factory of deceit, bigotry and ethnic nationalism. 

Geert Wilders released his grotesque eleven-point manifesto only days ago, and a month ago 
he spoke along similar lines in Cleveland, in the United States.  I will not repeat what he has 
said, but there are many who will, and his party is expected to do well in the elections in March. 

And yet what Mr. Wilders shares in common with Mr. Trump, Mr. Orban, Mr. Zeman, Mr. Hofer, 
Mr. Fico, Madame Le Pen, Mr. Farage, he also shares with Da’esh. 
 
All seek in varying degrees to recover a past, halcyon and so pure in form, where sunlit fields 
are settled by peoples united by ethnicity or religion – living peacefully in isolation, pilots of 
their fate, free of crime, foreign influence and war.  A past that most certainly, in reality, did not 
exist anywhere, ever.  Europe’s past, as we all know, was for centuries anything but that.   

The proposition of recovering a supposedly perfect past is fiction; its merchants are 
cheats.  Clever cheats. 

Populists use half-truths and oversimplification -- the two scalpels of the arch propagandist, and 
here the internet and social media are a perfect rail for them, by reducing thought into the 
smallest packages: sound-bites; tweets.  Paint half a picture in the mind of an anxious 
individual, exposed as they may be to economic hardship and through the media to the horrors 
of terrorism.  Prop this picture up by some half-truth here and there and allow the natural 
prejudice of people to fill in the rest.  Add drama, emphasizing it’s all the fault of a clear-cut 
group, so the speakers lobbing this verbal artillery, and their followers, can feel somehow 
blameless. 

The formula is therefore simple: make people, already nervous, feel terrible, and then 
emphasize it’s all because of a group, lying within, foreign and menacing.  Then make your 
target audience feel good by offering up what is a fantasy to them, but a horrendous injustice 
to others.  Inflame and quench, repeat many times over, until anxiety has been hardened into 
hatred. 

Make no mistake, I certainly do not equate the actions of nationalist demagogues with those of 
Da'esh, which are monstrous, sickening; Da’esh must be brought to justice.  But in its mode of 
communication, its use of half-truths and oversimplification, the propaganda of Da’esh uses 
tactics similar to those of the populists.  And both sides of this equation benefit from each other 
– indeed would not expand in influence without each others' actions. 

The humiliating racial and religious prejudice fanned by the likes of Mr. Wilders has become in 
some countries municipal or even national policy. We hear of accelerating discrimination in 
workplaces. Children are being shamed and shunned for their ethnic and religious origins – 
whatever their passports, they are told they are not "really" European, not "really" French, or 
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British, or Hungarian.  Entire communities are being smeared with suspicion of collusion with 
terrorists. 

History has perhaps taught Mr. Wilders and his ilk how effectively xenophobia and bigotry can 
be weaponized.  Communities will barricade themselves into fearful, hostile camps, with 
populists like them, and the extremists, as the commandants.  The atmosphere will become 
thick with hate; at this point it can descend rapidly into colossal violence.  

We must pull back from this trajectory.  My friends, are we doing enough to counter this cross-
border bonding of demagogues?  A decade ago, Geert Wilder’s manifesto and Cleveland speech 
would have created a world-wide furore.  Now?  Now, they are met with little more than a 
shrug, and, outside the Netherlands, his words and pernicious plans were barely noticed.  Are 
we going to continue to stand by and watch this banalization of bigotry, until it reaches its 
logical conclusion?  
 
Ultimately, it is the law that will safeguard our societies – human rights law, binding law which 
is the distillation of human experience, of generations of human suffering, the screams of the 
victims of past crimes and hate.  We must guard this law passionately, and be guided by it. 

Do not, my friends, be led by the deceiver.  It is only by pursuing the entire truth, and acting 
wisely, that humanity can ever survive.  So draw the line and speak.  Speak out and up, speak 
the truth and do so compassionately, speak for your children, for those you care about, for the 
rights of all, and be sure to say clearly: stop!  We will not be bullied by you the bully, nor fooled 
by you the deceiver, not again, no more; because we, not you, will steer our collective 
fate.  And we, not you, will write and sculpt this coming century.  Draw the line! 

Watch the video of this speech: https://youtu.be/2FgipIiN4nQ 

:::::::  
:::::::  
 
World Cities Report 2016: Urbanization and Development – Emerging Futures 
UN-Habitat 
2016 :: 262 pages 
HS Number: HS/038/16E  ISBN Series Number: 978-92-1-133395-4 
ISBN: 978-92-1-132708-3 
PDF: http://unhabitat.org/books/world-cities-report/# 
Overview 
The analysis of urban development of the past twenty years presented in this maiden edition of 
the World Cities Report shows, with compelling evidence, that there are new forms of 
collaboration and cooperation, planning, governance, finance and learning that can sustain 
positive change. The Report unequivocally demonstrates that the current urbanization model is 
unsustainable in many respects. It conveys a clear message that the pattern of urbanization 
needs to change in order to better respond to the challenges of our time, to address issues 
such as inequality, climate change, informality, insecurity, and the unsustainable forms of urban 
expansion. 
 
Introduction  
The world has changed remarkably since the Habitat II Conference took place in Istanbul in 
1996. Twenty years appears to be a short span of time, but our ideas, practices, modes of 

https://youtu.be/2FgipIiN4nQ
http://unhabitat.org/books/world-cities-report/
http://unhabitat.org/books/world-cities-report/
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production and consumption, demographic structures, as well as education and health 
conditions have drastically changed. The way cities are shaped, their form and functionality 
have also been transformed over these years. Many of these changes have been for 
the better, but others for the worst. 
 
The growth of the world’s cities, from the north to the south, and from the east to the west, is 
ingrained in a culture of short-term economic benefit and often unbridled consumption and 
production practices that compromise the sustainability of the environment. The causes may 
vary according to different contexts, but uncontrolled growth, privatization of public goods, lack 
of regulations and institutions as well as forms of collective indolence are often the key factors 
behind a model of urbanization that is becoming highly unsustainable. Urbanization is at the 
same time a positive force underpinning profound social, political and economic transformation. 
 
Urbanization and growth go hand in hand, and no one can deny that urbanization is essential 
for socioeconomic transformation, wealth generation, prosperity and development. As this 
Report asserts, the emerging future of cities largely depends on the way we plan and manage 
urbanization, and the way we leverage this transformative process to ‘provide the setting, the 
underlying base and also the momentum for global change’1. 
 
The analysis of urban development of the past twenty years presented in this first edition of the 
World Cities Report shows, with compelling evidence, that there are new forms of collaboration 
and cooperation, planning, governance, finance and learning that can sustain positive change. 
The Report unequivocally demonstrates that the current urbanization model is unsustainable in 
many respects, puts many people at risk, creates unnecessary costs, negatively affects the 
environment, and is intrinsically unfair. It conveys a clear message that the pattern of 
urbanization needs to change in order to better respond to the challenges of our time, to 
address issues such as inequality, climate change, informality, insecurity, and the unsustainable 
forms of urban expansion.  
 
The Habitat Agenda adopted at the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 
II) in 1996 was influential in the recognition of the right to adequate housing, sustainable 
human settlements development in an urbanizing world, and the increased participation of the 
private sector and non-governmental organizations in the urbanization process. It reinforced the 
role of local authorities and stirred progress in strengthening fiscal and financial management 
capacities. However, in general terms, implementation, financing and monitoring have remained 
major challenges. 
 
The New Urban Agenda that is expected to be adopted at the Habitat III Conference cannot 
afford to ignore these shortcomings. It should convey a sense of urgency in the implementation 
of policies and actions that can no longer depend on political schedules or opportunistic 
moments, but should, instead, be set in clear, well-defined agendas. The New Urban Agenda 
should adopt a city-wide approach to development with concrete actions, setting out clear 
funding mechanisms and effective means of implementation and monitoring. 
 
Habitat III and the New Urban Agenda should establish critical connections to the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and other international agreements. The Report is very explicit on 
the need to ensure a strong convergence among these agendas as a way of complementing 
and improving the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly 
those with an urban component. 
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The research, data, knowledge, practice and experience of UN-Habitat has facilitated the 
production of this highly informative Report. Its different chapters collectively present a path to 
sustainable urban development that the New Urban Agenda must consider. 
 
A set of principles that guide major shifts in strategic and policy thinking are presented to 
ensure that human rights, the rule of law, equitable development and democratic participation 
are the bastions of this Agenda. The Report also elaborates on the strategic components that 
work as a framework for action based on UN-Habitat’s three-pronged approach to planned 
urbanization – an effective and enabling legal and institutional environment, improved urban 
planning and design and vibrant local economic development. 
 
Finally, the Report expounds the most important levers for the transformative change of cities. 
These include planned city extensions, planned city infills, land readjustment programmes, basic 
services and housing plans and public space planning and regulations. The need to put in place 
a new global monitoring framework to assess how countries and cities implement this Agenda 
and the urban components of the SDGs is also highlighted in this Report. 
 
The success of the New Urban Agenda is about values, commitments and collective efforts. It is 
for the Habitat III Conference to steer the ‘emerging futures’ of our cities on to a sustainable 
and prosperous path. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Environment 
 
Five more countries ratify the Nagoya Protocol to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity 
:: 85 countries have now ratified the Nagoya Protocol, an innovative treaty on access to genetic 
resources and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their use  
::15 ratifications needed to reach goal of 100 ratifications before second meeting of the Parties 
to the Nagoya Protocol in December 2016  
:: Implementation of the Nagoya Protocol will contribute to implementing the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.  
   9 September 2016 – France, Mali, the Netherlands, the Republic of Moldova and Sweden are 
the latest countries to ratify the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair 
and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization, bringing the total number of 
ratifications to 85.  
   The Nagoya Protocol is a supplementary agreement to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) and a key element in the global framework for sustainable development. The Protocol 
builds on the access and benefit-sharing provisions of the CBD by establishing predictable 
conditions for access to genetic resources and by helping to ensure the fair and equitable 
sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of these resources. It entered into force on 12 
October 2014.  
   “I congratulate the governments of France, Mali, the Netherlands, the Republic of Moldova 
and Sweden for becoming Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing and 
count on the support of Parties to the CBD to reach 100 ratifications before the important 
meetings of the CBD and its Protocols in December 2016,” said Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, 
CBD Executive Secretary. “By reaching this goal the international community will demonstrate 
its support to the Nagoya Protocol and to making it a reality on the ground. Implementation of 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2016/pr-2016-09-09-abs-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2016/pr-2016-09-09-abs-en.pdf
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the Nagoya Protocol will also contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, 
including Target 2.5 on food security.”… 
 
:::::::  
 
The Cost of Air Pollution: Strengthening the Economic Case for Action 
Report - The World Bank and Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, University of 
Washington, Seattle 
2016 {September] :: 122 pages 
PDF: 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/25013/108141.pdf?sequence=4
&isAllowed=y 
[Excerpts; Editor’s text bolding] 
Overview 
The Cost of Air Pollution: Strengthening the economic case for action, a joint study of the World 
Bank and the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME), seeks to estimate the costs of 
premature deaths related to air pollution, to strengthen the case for action and facilitate 
decision making in the context of scarce resources. An estimated 5.5 million lives were lost in 
2013 to diseases associated with outdoor and household air pollution, causing human suffering 
and reducing economic development. Those deaths cost the global economy about US$225 
billion in lost labor income in 2013 and more than US$5 trillion in welfare losses, pointing 
toward the economic burden of air pollution. 
 
…Key Findings 
In 2013 exposure to ambient and household air pollution cost the world’s economy 
some $5.11 trillion in welfare losses. In terms of magnitude, welfare losses in South Asia 
and East Asia and the Pacific were the equivalent of 7.4 percent and 7.5 percent of the regional 
gross domestic product (GDP), respectively (figure ES.1).1 At the low end, losses were still 
equal to 2.2 percent of GDP in the Middle East and North Africa. Household air pollution from 
cooking with solid fuels was the biggest cause of losses in South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. 
In all other regions, losses were largely caused by ambient air pollution from fine particulate 
matter (PM2.5). Labor income losses, while expectedly lower than welfare losses, were 
nonetheless  substantial in regions with younger populations. Lost income for countries in South 
Asia totaled more than $66 billion in 2013, the equivalent of nearly 1 percent of GDP. Globally, 
the labor income losses totaled $225 billion in 2013. 
 
Moreover, air pollution costs have grown since 1990. From 1990 to 2013, welfare losses 
nearly doubled and labor income losses increased by 40 percent, despite countries 
having made great gains in economic development and health outcomes (figure 
ES.2). In low-income countries, declines in death rates were more than offset by 
population growth and greater total exposure to polluted air. In middle-income 
countries, total exposure and health impacts also increased. However, most of the estimated 
increase in welfare losses stemmed from people placing a greater value on reducing fatality 
risks. Similarly, from 1990 to 2013 average wages increased in real terms in all but the high-
income countries that are not members of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD), causing forgone labor income losses per premature death to be higher. 
Across countries in all income groups, the age profile of people affected by pollution shifted, so 
that a higher proportion of deaths occurred among people later in their working life, having a 
countervailing, but not equal or greater, effect on income losses. 
 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/25013
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/25013/108141.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/25013/108141.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
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Ambient air pollution is becoming a greater challenge, and household air pollution remains a  
persistent challenge despite some gains. Since the 1990s, exposure to ambient air pollution has  
grown in most countries (other than high-income), with some of the greatest increases in the  
heavily populated, fastest-growing regions, including South Asia and East Asia and the Pacific.  
By 2013 about 87 percent of the world’s population was living in areas that exceeded the Air   
Quality Guideline of the World Health Organization (WHO), which is an annual average of  
10 micrograms per cubic meter (μg/m3) PM2.5. Although the age-standardized death rate due 
to ambient PM2.5 exposure has decreased in most countries since 1990 because of overall 
improvements in health, population growth and increased exposure have nonetheless increased  
the number of premature deaths. From 1990 to 2013, premature mortality attributable to 
ambient PM2.5 increased by 30 percent, from 2.2 million deaths to 2.9 million deaths per year. 
Global welfare losses from exposure to ambient PM2.5 rose 63 percent over the same period,  
reaching $3.55 trillion—a reflection of worsening exposure in many fast-growing countries as  
well as the higher marginal costs for fatality risks associated with rising incomes. Labor income 
losses due to ambient PM2.5 climbed from $103 billion to $144 billion per year. 
 
Although two-fifths of the world’s population was exposed to household air pollution from  
cooking with solid fuels in 2013, exposure has declined in most countries since 1990. Declines  
in exposure ranged from nearly 100 percent in many higher-income countries to under 10 
percent across much of Sub-Saharan Africa. The age-standardized death rate from household 
air pollution decreased from 75 deaths per 100,000 persons in 1990 to 47 per 100,000 in 2013, 
a 38 percent drop. And yet, despite the reductions in exposure and death rates, the total 
number of deaths associated with indoor air pollution has mostly remained constant at about 
2.9 million per year. Welfare losses due to household air pollution in low- and middle-income 
countries in 2013 were on the order of $1.52 trillion, while labor income losses reached 
$94 billion. 
 
The very young and older adults remain particularly vulnerable: in 2013 about 5 
percent of deaths of children under 5 and 10 percent of deaths among adults over 
50 were attributed to air pollution, compared with less than 1 percent among young 
adults. This age pattern of mortality has remained unchanged since 1990. Among all ages and 
over time, a larger share of men than women have died prematurely from air pollution–based 
illnesses. 
 
Recommendations and Way Forward 
The fact that global welfare losses from fatal illness attributable to air pollution are 
in the trillions of dollars, is a call to action. The additional costs of pollution not captured 
by this report make reducing exposure all the more urgent for achieving the goals of shared, 
inclusive, and sustainable prosperity. Furthermore, the growing challenge of ambient air 
pollution and persistence of household air pollution impacts despite improvements in health 
services suggest that incremental progress to improve air quality will not be sufficient and that 
achieving real reductions in the cost of pollution will require more ambitious action. 
 
Meanwhile, by placing air pollution–related health risks in the context of other health risks  
that, unlike air pollution, are typically within the purview of health agencies, the Global Burden  
of Disease approach is emphasizing the need for health agencies to consider this important  
health burden and calling for ministries of environment and health to work together to deal with 
this challenge. 
 
:::::::  
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Global treaty to halt invasive aquatic species to enter into force in 2017  
Accession by Finland has triggered the entry into force of a key international measure for 
environmental protection that aims to stop the spread of potentially invasive aquatic species in 
ships’ ballast water.  
08/09/2016 International Maritime Organization   
   The International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and 
Sediments (BWM Convention) will enter into force on 8 September 2017, marking a landmark 
step towards halting the spread of invasive aquatic species, which can cause havoc for local 
ecosystems, affect biodiversity and lead to substantial economic loss. Under the Convention’s 
terms, ships will be required to manage their ballast water to remove, render harmless, or avoid 
the uptake or discharge of aquatic organisms and pathogens within ballast water and sediments 
   “This is a truly significant milestone for the health of our planet,” said IMO Secretary-General 
Kitack Lim.  
   “The spread of invasive species has been recognized as one of the greatest threats to the 
ecological and the economic well-being of the planet. These species are causing enormous 
damage to biodiversity and the valuable natural riches of the earth upon which we depend. 
Invasive species also cause direct and indirect health effects and the damage to the 
environment is often irreversible,” he said.   
   He added, “The entry into force of the Ballast Water Management Convention will not only 
minimize the risk of invasions by alien species via ballast water, it will also provide a global level 
playing field for international shipping, providing clear and robust standards for the 
management of ballast water on ships.”…  
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Education 
 
50th anniversary celebrations of International Literacy Day 2016 launched  
08 September 2016 
Director-General of UNESCO Irina Bokova launched the 50th International Literacy Day at the 
Organization’s Paris Headquarters on September 8, 2016 with a reminder of literacy’s power to 
realise the goals of the new global agenda.   
   Worldwide there are 758 million adults who cannot read or write a simple sentence, two 
thirds of them women and with the greatest bottlenecks to progress in Africa (UNESCO Institute 
for Statistics).  
   The two-day anniversary event titled Reading the Past, Writing the Future, which marks the 
first celebration within the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, will review achievements 
and lessons learned over the last half century and identify challenges and fresh solutions… 
 
:::::::  
 
Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report 2016 
Education for people and planet: Creating Sustainable Futures for All 
UNESCO 
September 2016 : 558 pages 
PDF: http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002457/245752e.pdf 
HIGHLIGHTS 
Education for people and planet: key facts and figures 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/22-BWM-.aspx
http://www.imo.org/About/Conventions/ListOfConventions/Pages/International-Convention-for-the-Control-and-Management-of-Ships%27-Ballast-Water-and-Sediments-%28BWM%29.aspx
http://en.unesco.org/news/50th-anniversary-celebrations-international-literacy-day-2016-launched
http://www.uis.unesco.org/literacy/Pages/literacy-day-2015.aspx
http://www.uis.unesco.org/literacy/Pages/literacy-day-2015.aspx
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/literacy-day/
http://en.unesco.org/sdgs
http://gem-report-2016.unesco.org/en/home/
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002457/245752e.pdf
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Planet 
Education is the most effective tool for reducing fertility rates: For example, one 
extra year of education in Madagascar increased spaces between births by 0.5 years. 
 
Environmental education can increase green knowledge: 73% of 78 countries’ curricula 

mention ‘sustainable development’, 55% mention ‘ecology’ and 47% ‘environmental 

education’. 

 
Sustainability practices continue outside of school: A 2008 survey reported that 
over 40% of global executives thought it important for their companies to align 
sustainability with their business. 
 
Education is crucial for disaster preparedness: If education progress is stalled, it 
could lead to a 20% increase in disaster-related fatalities per decade. 
 
Education systems should not encourage unsustainable lifestyles and can learn 
much from indigenous communities: They should respect local cultures and plural 
knowledge systems, and provide instruction in local languages. 
 
Prosperity 
Education can help increase agricultural productivity: Farm output needs to rise by 
at least 70% by 2050. Field schools and extension education help farmers increase 
productivity by 12% and net revenue by 19%. 
 
Education can provide skills for green innovation: But sub-Saharan Africa’s share 

of global expenditure on public agricultural research declined from 10% in 1960 to 
6% in 2009. 
 
Education reduces working poverty: It affects almost 90% of workers in low income 
countries. Increasing tertiary education in 10 recent EU member states would reduce 
numbers at risk of poverty by 3.7 million. 
 
Tertiary education is required to sustain and expand high-skills occupations: In 
2015, two-thirds of workers were employed in medium skills occupations. 
 
Education needs to keep up with labour market needs: By 2020 the world could have 
40 million too few workers with tertiary education, relative to demand. 
 
People 
Millions, particularly the marginalized, lack access to basic services: In 2012, in low 
income countries, only 28% had access to sanitation facilities and 25% to electricity; 
67% made it to the last grade of primary education. 
 
Gender equality is a long way off: Only 19% of heads of state or government are 
women. Women in many countries do at least twice as much unpaid work as men. 
 
Education improves health and reduces fertility rates: Educating mothers increased 
reliance on exclusive breastfeeding by 90% for the first six months. Four years more 
in school in Nigeria reduced fertility rates by one birth per young girl. 
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Health and nutrition improve education: Female literacy rates were 5% higher for 
those with better access to water in India. In Kenya, girls who received deworming 
treatment were 25% more likely to pass the primary school exam. 
 
Place 
Urbanization puts strain on education systems: In China in 2004, one-fifth of the 
120 million internal migrants had less than a primary education. Of the more than 
25 million refugees in 2015, 60% live in urban areas and half are under age 18. In 
Turkey, only 30% of refugees in urban areas were in formal education. 
 
Education helps reduce inequality in cities by giving people vital skills for work: Street 
vendors make up one-third of urban employment in India and one-sixth in South Africa. 
 
Education reduces crime in cities: In the United States, if 5% more men graduated 
from high school it would add US$20 billion to the economy via reduced crime and 
higher earnings. 
 
Education improves cities’ prosperity and makes them green: Some 18,000 firms 
created by Stanford University alumni are based in California, in urban areas. In 
countries with cycling cities, such as Denmark, Germany and the Netherlands, 
children receive safe-cycling training in school from an early age. 
 
Peace 
Education can encourage constructive political participation: In 106 countries, people 
with higher levels of education were more likely to engage in non-violent protests. 
In 102 countries, adults with a tertiary education were 60% more likely to request 
information from the government than those with a primary education or less. 
 
Education needs to be better recognized in peace agreements: It was mentioned in 
only two-thirds of such agreements between 1989 and 2005. 
 
Only the right type of education works: In Rwanda, curricular content exacerbated 
Hutu-Tutsi divisions. 
 
Conflict is destroying education: Of those out of school, 35% of children of primary 
school age, 25% of adolescents of lower secondary age and 18% of youth of upper 
secondary age live in conflict-affected areas. 
 
Education helps people get access to justice systems: In 2011, in the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, 32% of those with primary education understood the judicial 
system, compared with 77% with higher education. 
 
Partnerships 
Aid is not being targeted to those most in need: Education aid received by 
170 countries since 2003 has been associated less with need, and more with 
trade interests. 
 
Poor quality education can decrease tax compliance: Low literacy was associated 
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with reduced tax revenue in 123 countries between 1996 and 2010. 
 
Projections 
On current trends, universal primary completion will be achieved in 2042, universal 
lower secondary completion in 2059 and universal upper secondary completion in 2084. 
 
Rich countries are not on course either: Even at the fastest rate of progress ever 
seen in the region, 1 in 10 countries in Europe and Northern America would still not 
achieve universal upper secondary completion by 2030. 
 
Universalizing upper secondary completion for women in sub-Saharan Africa by 
2030 would result in 300,000 to 350,000 fewer child deaths per year in 2050. 
 
In low income countries, universalizing upper secondary completion by 2030 would 
increase per capita income by 75% by 2050 and bring poverty elimination forward by 
10 years. 
 
Universal upper secondary completion by 2030 would prevent up to 50,000 disaster-related 
deaths per decade by 2040-2050. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Governance / Health  
 
Editor’s Note: 
   We believe that the Independent Monitoring of Board (IMB) of the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative (GPEI) is quite probably the most competent and courageous governance body in 
health, and, indeed, in the public sphere overall. 
   The reports issued by the IMB evidence depth and candor – speaking truth [from evidence] 
to power structures of all forms. 
   We share excerpts of the IMB’s heir most recent report below. The fact that their mission is 
global polio eradication makes their “peak” governance performance all the most important. We 
appreciate that the level of detail in these excerpts may be challenging for readers not following 
the polio eradication effort. 
 
 
THE 13TH REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT MONITORING BOARD (IMB) OF THE 
GLOBAL POLIO ERADICATION INITIATIVE (GPEI) 
August 2016 :: 28 pages 
Overview 
This report follows the 14th meeting of the Independent Monitoring Board (IMB) of the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI). The Report comes at a critical time. It is making an 
assessment of the progress of the Polio Programme with six months to go before the declared 
GPEI deadline. By the end of December 2016, transmission of the 
poliovirus should be interrupted everywhere in the world. 
 
[Introductory Content] 
THE IMB CALL FOR PEAK PERFORMANCE 

http://www.polioeradication.org/Portals/0/Document/Aboutus/Governance/IMB/14IMBMeeting/14IMB_Report_EN.pdf
http://www.polioeradication.org/Portals/0/Document/Aboutus/Governance/IMB/14IMBMeeting/14IMB_Report_EN.pdf
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When the IMB issued its previous report, it did so against a background that the Polio 
Programme in the two remaining endemic countries (Pakistan and Afghanistan) had the  
advantage of facing the last Low Season (before the GPEI deadline) with the smallest burden of 
poliovirus in human history. The IMB entitled its last report: Now is the Time for Peak 
Performance. This title reflected the IMB’s analysis that, despite a rising tide of improving 
performance, the Polio Programme still had many islands of mediocrity (within countries and 
systemically across the programme) where sub-optimal delivery meant that the goal of stopping 
polio transmission in the near future remained improbable. 
 
PROGRESS ACHIEVED BUT NOT YET PEAK PERFORMANCE 
Since the last IMB report, there have been further, very substantial, improvements: 
   :: the global footprint of the poliovirus is the smallest in human history 
   :: the continent of Africa still has no polio endemic countries within it 
   :: the Polio Programme in Pakistan is achieving a high level of performance overall and in this 
respect is transformed from its position three years ago 
   : the establishment of an Emergency Operations Centre and changes of GPEI personnel in 
Afghanistan have led to a jump up in the level of performance 
   :: more female health workers are making a difference, meeting mothers on doorsteps that 
have not been reached before 
   :: within the GPEI, the quality of working relationships, the effectiveness of governance 
structures, and the management of big strategic changes is much better than previously 
 
However, the IMB is quite clear that the Polio Programme has not yet reached peak 
performance, and this is disappointing. With six months to go, it must do so if the goal of 
ending polio transmission by the end of 2016 is to be realized. This challenge has become more 
complex since the last IMB report. It is no longer the polio Low Season in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan: the High Season is upon those countries’ programmes. There has been a planned 
global strategic switch in the type of oral polio vaccine used in immunization campaigns, with a 
resulting heightened risk of outbreaks of vaccine-derived viruses (these are also capable of 
causing paralysis). There is a world shortage of the inactivated polio vaccine (administered by 
injection). This vaccine should be acting as vital adjunct to boosting children’s immunity, 
particularly in communities where access is only being achieved intermittently but there is not 
enough of it to go round… 
 
…VULNERABLE AREAS: REINSTATEMENT OF THE RED LIST 
The Polio Programme is entering uncharted waters. The GPEI promise to interrupt polio 
transmission everywhere in the world by the end of 2016 is only six months from its intended 
delivery. No one can be sure what it will take to remove every last vestige of the disease from 
the planet. This is in circumstances where there are many pockets of low immunity in some of 
the most marginalized populations of the world, and where ongoing use of the oral vaccine can 
release virus that causes paralytic polio. The only modern parallel is the smallpox eradication 
programme: a different disease, in a different time. 
 
Taken together, a weakness in effective surveillance, a heightened risk of vaccine-derived 
poliovirus, and variable performance of routine immunization demonstrate a potentially 
hazardous combination for the programme. There are many parts of the world that are in just 
this situation. In an earlier report, the IMB urged the GPEI to establish a publicly prominent list 
of vulnerable countries and call it The Red List. This was accepted and ran for a short time but 
then sank from view, thereby losing the power and transparency of the concept. 
 



   

: 
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

The IMB believes that the concept of a Red List should be re-established. The Polio Programme 
should not be waiting for the predictable to happen, it should be advocating many more 
preventive immunization activities - both through routine immunization and IPV and OPV 
campaigns… 
 
…SUMMARY OF THE IMB’S MAJOR CONCERNS 
1 The level of joint working between the governments of Pakistan and Afghanistan is still falling 
below that required to interrupt polio transmission in the border areas and from the large 
reservoirs of infection that span the two countries. 
 
2 The low degree of political engagement in Northern Sindh is a major barrier to eliminating 
polio from that part of Pakistan. 
 
3 The Polio Programme in many parts of Karachi has been chronically underperforming. 
 
4 The number of missed children in the inaccessible eastern area of Afghanistan has gone up 
from 26,000 in March 2016 to 130,000 in May 2016. 
 
5 In the southern region of Afghanistan, the proportion of missed children has hardly changed 
in two years and the proportion of refusals continues to be the highest of all polio-affected 
countries (and has been stagnant for four years). 
 
6 The Afghanistan Polio Programme is continuing to use male vaccinators from outside despite 
it being well known that matching of a vaccinator’s characteristics with the religious and cultural 
composition of the local population is vital to acceptance; the failure of the GPEI to scale up 
within Afghanistan the use of local female health workers is a serious failing. 
 
7 The performance of the Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) that deliver basic health 
services through a contract with the Afghanistan Government is patchy and accountability and 
performance management arrangements are far too weak. The relationship between this model 
of service delivery and the requirements to deliver a high-performing Polio Programme are not 
at all clear. 
 
8 There seems to be either a lack of openness or a lack of situational awareness in the 
Afghanistan Polio Programme that, taken together with the other concerns, suggests an 
inappropriate reliance on ending transmission in Pakistan and a “good enough” performance 
philosophy. 
 
9 The surveillance functions of the Polio Programme have been given much less emphasis than 
the immunization activities; as a result, surveillance is not fit for the purpose of addressing the 
challenges that the Programme now faces. 
 
10 A poliovirus was discovered in Borno that had been circulating undetected for nearly two 
years, whilst half a million children have been missed. This, and multiple IMB sources speaking 
of a waning commitment in Nigeria, means that the Polio Programme in this country is not yet 
fully resilient against a re-emergence of poliovirus. 
 
11 It is alarming that the Polio Programme has failed to meet the standards for dealing with 
outbreaks of vaccine-derived polioviruses (particularly so in Guinea and Madagascar). Slow 
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reactions and delayed decision-making when viruses are discovered could be the Polio 
Programme’s downfall unless it learns quickly from these dysfunctions. 
 
12 The apparent intractability of a situation, in a $1billion a year programme, in which an area 
of 1.5 Km in Eastern Afghanistan with a population of 1000 people has been responsible for 
20% of the entire world’s polio cases in 2016 is extraordinary; the area has been inaccessible to 
polio immunization teams for four years. 
 
13 The list of countries with low levels of immunity to polio and inadequate surveillance is 
lengthy; the Polio Programme is not gaining from the beneficial pressures that flow from 
maintaining a publicly prominent Red List (as previously). 
 
14 The Polio Programme has a wide range of innovative quantitative social data but their use is 
not mainstreamed at all levels, it needs qualitative data; as a result striking findings on parental 
and community attitudes are not being used to generate definitive and transformational 
improvement in performance. 
 
15 The outbreak of wild poliovirus in Bannu, Pakistan in April and May was a surprise; it 
seemed to be well protected. The Polio Programmes in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Nigeria need 
to have more structured systems of soft intelligence to identify places where official monitoring 
data shows a “too good to be true” situation; the Programme cannot afford “more Bannus.” 
 
16 The global oral polio vaccine switch will have left many countries with large supplies of 
redundant trivalent vaccine. There is a risk that an ill-informed local decision maker, mindful of 
waste and costs, might deploy the trivalent vaccine in immunization campaigns; it is not clear 
whether the GPEI has eliminated this source of risk. 
 
17 After polio eradication has been officially certified, the oral polio vaccine will still be in use. 
At this point the GPEI will have been disbanded. It is not clear that there is a plan for this 
eventuality. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
1 A very high-level GPEI leader should be appointed to strengthen the cohesiveness of the joint 
working of the Pakistan and Afghanistan governments. The person appointed should have the 
seniority and personal qualities to operate effectively in this role and should be perceived as 
politically neutral. The person should work out of Geneva, not the WHO Eastern Mediterranean 
Office (EMRO). In post by mid-September 2016. 
 
2 The WHO Eastern Mediterranean Office (EMRO) should appoint a senior female official to its 
Polio Programme team. She should be charged with rapidly strengthening the role and capacity 
of female workers in the successful delivery of polio immunization (and in due course routine 
immunization). She should give immediate attention to removing the barriers to progress in 
Afghanistan. In post by end September 2016. 
 
3 CDC Atlanta should facilitate the Polio Programmes in Pakistan and Afghanistan in 
undertaking a full process mapping of Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) reporting and assessment. 
This should involve evaluating the shortfalls in quality in each step of the process and identify 
measures to strengthen them. It should be well informed with detailed local knowledge of the 
current situation and sufficiently granular to take account of context-specific aspects of the 
process that will vary from place to place. An action plan, informed by this work, should be 
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immediately implemented in Karachi, as a pilot, and its impact monitored. Completed by end- 
September 2016. 
 
4 The GPEI should introduce a system of financial incentives for reporting Acute Flaccid 
Paralysis (AFP) cases in Pakistan. To this end, any healthcare worker who reports a case should 
be paid, with a higher payment being given for confirmed cases. Safeguards should be built in 
for independent validation to prevent unfair manipulation of the system. The scheme should  
be piloted in Karachi where awareness of frontline healthcare staff is very low. The urgent 
advice of public health officials in the Egyptian government should be sought in designing the 
scheme. Operational by end September 2016. 
 
5 UNICEF should specially commission rapid qualitative data gathering to provide an in-depth 
understanding of the reasons for poor performance on social indicators in communities within 
the Pakistan-Afghanistan Core Reservoirs. Report of the findings to be with the IMB by end-
September 2016. 
 
6 Each Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) – both national and regional –should designate one 
team member to regularly gather soft intelligence from the field to identify situations where 
monitoring data are providing a falsely positive picture. This person should be someone who is 
completely trusted by field workers, who can speak to him or her on condition of anonymity, 
and who can feed back synthesized information to the EOC team; the information should be 
used for learning and improvement and on no account for retribution against any fieldworker.  
Arrangements in place by end-September 2016. 
 
7 The contractual arrangements governing the accountability and performance management of 
the Non-Governmental Organizations delivering basic health services in Afghanistan should be 
redrawn to address chronic underperformance and strengthen alignment with polio activities. 
Redesigned accountability and performance management arrangements in place by end-
October 2016. 
 
8 A publicly prominent Red List of countries and areas vulnerable to polio transmission should 
be re- established and more targeted, preventive immunization activities should be funded and 
implemented. Red List to be posted by end-September 2016. 
 
9 The process of implementing the GPEI standards for responding to outbreaks should be 
urgently reviewed at high level. This should include an open and honest assessment of the poor 
response to recent outbreaks, notably in Guinea. It should involve a thorough examination of 
the working relationships and decision-making between the headquarters of the United Nations 
GPEI Partners and their Regional and Country Offices. A senior independent person would be 
best placed to do this. Lessons learned report to be ready by end October 2016. 
 
10 The GPEI leadership should make an intervention to urgently engage with the political 
leadership in Northern Sindh to establish a clear commitment and ownership of the goals of the 
Polio Programme. This should be done in consultation with the Pakistan Government and the 
Polio Programme leadership in this part of Pakistan. Political engagement secured by end-
September 2016. 
 
11 The GPEI should urgently review options for innovative approaches to environmental 
sampling in areas without substantial sewage systems. Environmental sampling programme 
commenced in FATA by early November 2016. 
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12 Nigeria’s Presidential Task Force should reconvene–and the Executive Governors of each of 
the states should publicly reconfirm their commitment to the actions agreed in the Abuja 
Commitment. By end of September 2016. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Heritage Stewardship 
 
17th Century Shahi Hammam wins UNESCO Asia-Pacific Award for Cultural Heritage 
Conservation 
9 September 2016 
   Lahore, Pakistan, - The Conservation of the 17th Century Shahi Hammam in the Walled City 
of Lahore has received the Award of Merit in this year’s UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural 
Heritage Conservation, announced in Bangkok on 1st September 2016. The Aga Khan Cultural 
Service Pakistan (AKCSP), with financial support of the Royal Norwegian Embassy (RNE) and 
facilitation from the Walled City of Lahore Authority (WCLA), carried out the conservation of the 
Mughal-era public bathhouse. The two-year project which was completed in 2015 is part of a 
successful public-private partnership between the Aga Khan Trust for Culture and the 
Government of Punjab. The primary objectives of the conservation effort were to re-establish 
the monument as a bathhouse through the exposure, conservation and display of the remains 
of the original waterworks, drainage and hypocaust system through archaeological excavation, 
structural consolidation and restoration of the historic floor levels. 
 
The UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation programme recognizes the 
efforts of private individuals and organizations that have successfully restored and conserved 
structures and buildings of heritage value in the region. The winners were selected on the basis 
of the extent to which the projects reflected a clear understanding and application of various 
criteria, such as the articulation of the spirit of place, technical achievement, appropriate use or 
adaption, and the project’s contribution to the surrounding environment as well as the local 
community’s cultural and historical continuity. A total of 13 winning projects from six countries – 
Australia, China, India, Iran, Japan and Pakistan – have been recognized in this year’s Heritage 
Awards. A panel of international conservation experts met in Bangkok to review the 40 Heritage 
Awards entries, and observed the following about the Shahi Hammam project. 
 
“Undertaken with a high degree of technical proficiency, the restoration of Shahi Hammam has 
safeguarded a unique example of the monumental 17th-century Mughal public bathhouse. The 
team of international and local experts and artisans adeptly addressed the issues of significant 
structural damage and loss of fabric resulting from inappropriate alterations, poor conservation 
work and encroachment. Careful investigation and analysis informed the conservation effort, 
including architectural consolidation and the preservation of frescos and other decorative 
elements… 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 

http://www.akdn.org/press-release/17th-century-shahi-hammam-wins-unesco-asia-pacific-award-cultural-heritage
http://www.akdn.org/press-release/17th-century-shahi-hammam-wins-unesco-asia-pacific-award-cultural-heritage
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regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
Website undergoing maintenance at inquiry 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 10 
September 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Zeid warns against populists and demagogues in Europe and U.S. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Zeid designates two independent experts to support the work of Special Rapporteur on DPRK 
 
UN human rights experts to visit South Sudan  
 
Ukraine: UN expert calls for comprehensive strategy to address IDPs’ plight as winter closes in 
 
International sanctions: UN rights expert calls for the creation of compensation commissions 
 
Mexico: UN experts urge Government and businesses to engage deeply with people affected by 
development projects 
 
Violence against women: UN human rights expert to visit Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory 
 
Azerbaijan: UN expert’s visit to assess the situation of human rights defenders 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Committee on the Rights of the Child to hold seventy-third session in Geneva from 13 to 30 
September 2016 
7 September 2016 

Children’s rights: UN committee to review Nauru, Sierra Leone, New Zealand, South Africa, 
Saudi Arabia, Suriname 
6 September 2016 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20452&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20469&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20462&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20472&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20470&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20468&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20468&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20471&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20471&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20464&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20458&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20458&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20453&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20453&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
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SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 10 September 2016] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Website under maintenance at inquiry 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
Website under maintenance at inquiry 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
09 Sep 2016  
Somalia: US$7 million to boost humanitarian assistance for internally displaced Somalis  
   Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia Country: Somalia Mogadishu, 9 September 2016 — The 
Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, Peter de Clercq, released US$7 million on 26 August 
from the multi-donor Somalia Humanitarian Fund to scale up lifesaving and life sustaining 
assistance to strengthen protection services to internally displaced persons in Mogadishu. This 
is the second allocation to assist internally...  
 
08 Sep 2016  
occupied Palestinian territory: Protection of Civilians: Reporting Period: 23 August - 5 
September 2016  
 
07 Sep 2016  
Afghanistan: UN humanitarian chief calls for scaling up support to more than one million people 
on the move in Afghanistan [EN/PS/Dari]  
   Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Afghanistan (Kabul, 7 
September 2016) - The UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien, today called on the international community to urgently 
scale up support to over one million people anticipated to be displaced internally and across 
borders by the end of the year. Afghanistan is facing a humanitarian crisis as highly vulnerable 
families will experience the...  
 
05 Sep 2016  
Iran (Islamic Republic of): Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator Stephen O'Brien Remarks to the Press, 5 September 2016  
 
 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/us7-million-boost-humanitarian-assistance-internally-displaced-somalis
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/protection-civilians-reporting-period-23-august-5-september
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/protection-civilians-reporting-period-23-august-5-september
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/un-humanitarian-chief-calls-scaling-support-more-one-million-people-move
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/un-humanitarian-chief-calls-scaling-support-more-one-million-people-move
http://reliefweb.int/report/iran-islamic-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief
http://reliefweb.int/report/iran-islamic-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief
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UNICEF [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html 
Selected Press Releases 
New Video: Star footballers from FC Barcelona and Spain’s 5-a-side blind team celebrate the 
power of inclusive sport for children 
   Rio de Janerio, BRAZIL/NEW YORK, 8 September, 2016 - A new video featuring star-football 
players from FC Barcelona and the Spanish National 5-a-side blind football team was released 
today to celebrate the importance of inclusive play for children and the beginning of the 
Paralympic Games in Rio de Janerio, Brazil. 
 
Nearly 50 million children “uprooted” worldwide – UNICEF 
   NEW YORK, 7 September 2016 – Across the globe, nearly 50 million children have been 
uprooted – 28 million of them driven from their homes by conflicts not of their making, and 
millions more migrating in the hope of finding a better, safer life. Often traumatized by the 
conflicts and violence they are fleeing, they face further dangers along the way, including the 
risk of drowning on sea crossings, malnourishment and dehydration, trafficking, kidnapping, 
rape and even murder. In countries they travel through and at their destinations, they often 
face xenophobia and discrimination. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Statement on violence in Narathiwat Province, Thailand 
   BANGKOK, 6 September 2016 – UNICEF is deeply concerned about the continuing violence in 
Thailand’s restive southernmost provinces and its impact on children, including an explosion 
that killed a five-year-old girl and her father in Narathiwat Province this morning.  
 
UNICEF Statement on detention of Baquer Namazi 
   NEW YORK, 6 September 2016 – “It has now been over six months since Baquer Namazi, a 
respected former employee of UNICEF, was detained in Iran. His colleagues at UNICEF, and 
especially those who once worked with him, are deeply concerned about his health and well-
being – as we stated on 3 March. Our concern has grown ever since. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40 
Selected Press Releases  
6 Sep 2016 
Greek Volunteers share UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award 
   The Hellenic Rescue Team and Efi Latsoudi of “PIKPA village” on Lesvos joint winners of 
humanitarian honour. 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
09/09/16 
Crisis Looms Amid Skyrocketing Numbers of Afghan Returnees from Pakistan: IOM  
   Afghanistan - Hundreds of thousands of people are crossing into Afghanistan from Pakistan, 
prompting warnings of a major humanitarian crisis. 
 
Migrant Arrivals on Mediterranean Reach 291,175; Deaths at Sea: 3,198 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_92734.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_92734.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_92725.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_92724.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_92723.html
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2016/9/57cdec884/greek-volunteers-share-unhcr-nansen-refugee-award.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/crisis-looms-amid-skyrocketing-numbers-afghan-returnees-pakistan-iom
http://www.iom.int/news/migrant-arrivals-mediterranean-reach-291175-deaths-sea-3198
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09/09/16 
    Italy - IOM reports that 291,175 migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea in 2016 
through 7 September. In 2016 almost all migrant and refugee landings in the Mediterranean 
have been to Greece and Italy. 
 
Conflict Continues to Drive Displacement in South Sudan  
09/06/16 
    South Sudan - Fighting between armed groups across parts of South Sudan continues to 
drive displacement since the crisis broke out in December 2013. 
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 10 September 2016] 
 
WHO and partners battle multiple disease outbreaks in South Sudan  
9 September 2016 
   Infectious diseases continue to pose a major public health threat in South Sudan. Adding to 
the chronic burden of disease, regular outbreaks further threaten people's health.  
   In a conflict setting, WHO and partners are responding to multiple outbreaks including 
cholera, malaria, measles, suspected hemorrhagic fever, and kala-azar. 
   “In spite of the insecurity, WHO is taking every opportunity to ensure that we reach the 
people with health care services to protect them at this time when the health system has 
crumbled,” says Dr, Abdulmumini Usman, WHO Representative to South Sudan… 

 
Highlights  
WHO certifies Sri Lanka malaria-free 
   September 2016 − In a remarkable public health achievement, Sri Lanka was certified today 
by WHO on having eliminated malaria, a life-threatening disease which long affected the island 
country.  
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO  :  
:: DRC vaccinates more than 10 million people in Africa’s largest yellow fever vaccination 
campaign 
   BRAZZAVILLE, 6 September 2016 – The largest emergency vaccination campaign against 
yellow fever ever attempted in Africa, came to an end on 5 September 2016 with more than 
10.6 million people in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) vaccinated against the lethal 
disease.  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO   
:: New PAHO publication brings together strategies for suicide prevention in the Americas 
(09/09/2016) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: South-East Asia countries to set up fund for health emergencies preparedness 
9 September 2016  
:: Focus on migrant health: WHO  8 September 2016  
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Preventing alcohol exposure in pregnancy: examples from Member States 08-09-2016  

http://www.iom.int/news/conflict-continues-drive-displacement-south-sudan
http://www.who.int/features/2016/south-sudan-multiple-disease-outbreaks/en/index.html
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2016/1631/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/8994-drc-vaccinates-more-than-10-million-people-in-africas-largest-yellow-fever-vaccination-campaign.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/8994-drc-vaccinates-more-than-10-million-people-in-africas-largest-yellow-fever-vaccination-campaign.html
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12476&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2016/1638/en/index.html
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2016/1637/en/index.html
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/alcohol-use/news/news/2016/09/preventing-alcohol-exposure-in-pregnancy-examples-from-member-states2
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:: WHO governing body for the European Region convenes with eight strategic proposals on the 
agenda 08-09-2016  
:: Evidence-informed policy-making in the spotlight in new edition of Public Health Panorama 
07-09-2016  
::  WHO Europe launches new action plan for noncommunicable diseases, appeals for urgent 
joint policy action to achieve global goals and targets 06-09-2016 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Millions of children in Pakistan reached with polio vaccine thanks to United Arab Emirates 
campaign  7 September 2016 
:: WHO supports training of Somali health workers to scale up the cholera outbreak response 
4 September 2016 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new announcements identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
Sep 9, 2016 
UNDP and HIFC sign MOU to promote social impact investing  
   The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Haifu International Finance 
Holding Group Limited (HIFC) today signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU). The 
agreement is the first under the new United Nations Social Impact Fund (UNSIF), which aims to 
create partnerships between participating UN agencies and impact investors to support the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
Sweden pledges an additional $19 million to UNDP for 2016  
Sep 9, 2016 
   The Swedish Government has pledged to increase its 2016 core contribution to the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), providing an additional $9.4 million to help UNDP 
support the world poorest and most vulnerable countries, respond to emergencies and crises 
worldwide, and improve UN coherence. 
 
Helen Clark: Statement to the Second Regular Session of the UNDP Executive Board  
Sep 8, 2016 
 
Japan contributes additional funding to stabilization efforts in Iraq  
Sep 6, 2016 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2016/09/who-governing-body-for-the-european-region-convenes-with-eight-strategic-proposals-on-the-agenda
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2016/09/who-governing-body-for-the-european-region-convenes-with-eight-strategic-proposals-on-the-agenda
http://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/news/news/2016/09/evidence-informed-policy-making-in-the-spotlight-in-new-edition-of-public-health-panorama
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2016/09/who-europe-launches-new-action-plan-for-noncommunicable-diseases,-appeals-for-urgent-joint-policy-action-to-achieve-global-goals-and-targets
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2016/09/who-europe-launches-new-action-plan-for-noncommunicable-diseases,-appeals-for-urgent-joint-policy-action-to-achieve-global-goals-and-targets
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/uaepap-polio.html
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/uaepap-polio.html
http://www.emro.who.int/som/somalia-news/cholera-health-worker-training.html
http://www.emro.who.int/som/somalia-news/cholera-health-worker-training.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/09/09/undp-and-hifc-sign-a-mou-to-promote-social-impact-investing.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/09/09/-sweden-pledges-an-additional-19-million-to-undp-for-2016.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/09/08/helen-clark-statement-to-the-second-regular-session-of-the-undp-executive-board.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/09/06/japan-contributes-additional-funding-to-stabilization-efforts-in-iraq.html
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   The Government of Japan has contributed an additional US$2 million to UNDP’s Funding 
Facility for Immediate Stabilization (FFIS), which finances fast-track initiatives in areas liberated 
from the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). With this contribution, Japan has 
channeled US$18 million to UNDP's FFIS during 2016. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 10 September 2016] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
September 8, 2016 
4th Annual International Conference on Sustainable Development to Feature High-Level 
Speakers, Solutions 
   On September 21-22, 2016, the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) and the 
Earth Institute’s Global Master’s in Development Practice (MDP) program are hosting the Fourth 
Annual International Conference on Sustainable Development (ICSD) at Columbia University in 
New York City. ICSD’s purpose is to identify and share practical, evidence-based solutions that 
can support the Sustainable Development […] 
 
 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
08/09/2016  
Governments and international organizations pledge stronger partnerships for green economy  
   - Partnership for Action on Green Economy is supporting governments in Peru, Colombia and 
Mongolia to introduce green policies. 
   - Mongolia plans to green public education buildings, by reducing heat loss by 20 per cent by 
2020 and by 40 per cent by 2030.  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
Website not responding at inquiry 
 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unsdsn.org/news/2016/09/08/4th-annual-international-conference-on-sustainable-development-to-feature-high-level-speakers-solutions/
http://unsdsn.org/news/2016/09/08/4th-annual-international-conference-on-sustainable-development-to-feature-high-level-speakers-solutions/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27084&ArticleID=36261&l=en
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
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UNESCO  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Press Releases/News 
08 September 2016 
UNESCO honours lives changed by literacy with 2016 International Literacy Prizes 
 
08 September 2016 
50th anniversary celebrations of International Literacy Day 2016 launched  
 
08 September 2016 
Global Report on Adult Learning and Education calls on countries to invest in lifelong learning 
 
08 September 2016 
New Global Alliance for Literacy pledges partnership and innovation to boost progress  
 
06 September 2016 
2016 Global Education Monitoring Report launched with urgent call to prioritize education to 
reach SDGs 
   The new Global Education Monitoring Report (GEM) launched today (September 6, 2016) by 
UNESCO in London shows the potential for education to propel progress towards all the global 
goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, but warned of the tall challenges ahead 
to reach the learning targets. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
06/09/2016  
Secretary General visits community based drug treatment centre in Lao, meets drug users and 
their families 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted September 8, 2016 
Nairobi meeting stresses synergy between airports and city stakeholders  
   Nairobi 08 September 2016– Over 40 experts representing aviation and city constituencies 
agreed to explore ways of strengthening collaboration and cooperation between airports and 
urban areas. The Expert Group Meeting (EGM) was recently co-convened by UN-Habitat and 
International...  
 
World Cities Report launched in Nigeria  
   Akure Ondo, Nigeria 08 September 2016— The Director of UN-Habitat’s Regional Office for 
Africa, Professor Oyebanji Oyelaran-Oyeyinka recently presented agency’s newly published 
World Cities Report at the Federal University of Technology Akure (FUTA), Akure Ondo State, 
Nigeria.... 
Posted September 8, 2016 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 

http://en.unesco.org/news
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-honours-lives-changed-literacy-2016-international-literacy-prizes
http://en.unesco.org/news/50th-anniversary-celebrations-international-literacy-day-2016-launched
http://en.unesco.org/news/global-report-adult-learning-and-education-calls-countries-invest-lifelong-learning
http://en.unesco.org/news/new-global-alliance-literacy-pledges-partnership-and-innovation-boost-progress
http://en.unesco.org/news/2016-global-education-monitoring-report-launched-urgent-call-prioritize-education-reach-sdgs
http://en.unesco.org/news/2016-global-education-monitoring-report-launched-urgent-call-prioritize-education-reach-sdgs
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2016/September/secretary-general-visits-community-based-drug-treatment-centre-in-lao--meets-drug-users-and-their-families.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2016/September/secretary-general-visits-community-based-drug-treatment-centre-in-lao--meets-drug-users-and-their-families.html
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
http://unhabitat.org/nairobi-meeting-stresses-synergy-between-airports-and-city-stakeholders/
http://unhabitat.org/world-cities-report-launched-in-nigeria/
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FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
8-09-2016 
Global harvest prospects improve for maize, wheat and rice crops 
   Staple food prices rose again in August even as grain prices fell and the outlook for global 
cereal production improved. 
 
$15 million in USAID funding looks to spark ‘new era’ in agricultural data collection 
   The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and FAO have signed a $15 
million agreement aimed at boosting the capacity of developing countries to track key 
agricultural data. 
7-09-2016 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
Press release 
Compensation arrangement agreed for victims of the Ali Enterprise factory fire in Pakistan   
10 September 2016  
   An ILO enabled agreement has been reached on compensation for victims of the 2012 Ali 
Enterprises garment factory in Baldia, Karachi. 
 
News 
ILO launches new fair migration project for the Middle East   
07 September 2016  
   The project will promote fair migration and address forced labour and trafficking, focusing on 
the domestic and construction work sectors. 
 
Press release 
ILO Director-General: China charts the future of work   
06 September 2016  
   China is “shaping its own future”, Guy Ryder tells delegates to the first national dialogue on 
the future of work, but profound challenges lie ahead for the country, and for the planet. 
 
Memorandum of Understanding 
ILO-China strategic partnership consolidated with MOU renewal   
06 September 2016  
   On the eve of ILO’s centenary and the 40th anniversary of China’s Reform and Opening-up 
Initiative, the ILO and the MOHRSS are re-defining their cooperation as a strategic partnership 
on the basis of important achievements made particularly in the last 15 years. 
 
Press release 
ILO: Universal social protection already a reality in many developing countries   
06 September 2016  
   At a high level conference on universal social protection ILO Director-General Guy Ryder has 
told delegates that: “In 2016, a lack of social protection is completely unacceptable. This has to 
change, and this can change.” 
 
 

http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/431766/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/430779/icode/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_521510/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/beirut/media-centre/news/WCMS_519738/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/beijing/information-resources/public-information/press-releases/WCMS_519726/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_519727/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/beijing/information-resources/public-information/press-releases/WCMS_519716/lang--en/index.htm
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ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
7/9/16 
Saudi King Salman Pledges US$1M for ICAO NCLB  
   …Dr. Aliu expressed his thanks and appreciation for the Kingdom’s pledge of financial support 
of US$1 million for the ongoing ICAO No Country Left Behind initiative, under which ICAO 
provides or coordinates assistance and capacity building to States in order to augment the 
global effective implementation of ICAO’s Standards and policies – a critical step in States and 
Regions realizing air transport’s unique connectivity and socio-economic benefits… 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
08/09/2016  
Global treaty to halt invasive aquatic species to enter into force in 2017  
   Accession by Finland triggers entry into force of convention that aims to stop spread of 
potentially invasive aquatic species in ships’ ballast water. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
Publish Date: 5 September 2016  
UN chief hails China, US for joining Paris climate agreement  
News  
   Visiting the southeastern city of Hangzhou in China, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon has commended the leaders of that country and the United States for formally joining the 
Paris Agreement on climate change today. “Now, by formally joining the Paris Agreement, you 
have added powerful momentum to the drive for the Agreement to enter into force this year,” 
the UN chief said in a ceremony, in which he received the legal instruments for joining the Paris 
Agreement from the world's two largest greenhouse gas emitters.  
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Thursday, 08 September 2016 
Investment opportunities in Africa discussed at high-level event in Xiamen 
   XIAMEN, China, 8 September 2016 − The promotion of investment cooperation in Africa was 
the topic of a high-level forum on investment in Africa held today in Xiamen on the sidelines of 
the 2016 China International Fair for.. 
 
UNIDO supports Private Financing Advisory Network as it passes USD 1 billion mark in clean 
energy financing 
   VIENNA, 8 September 2016 - The Private Financing Advisory Network (PFAN), a clean energy 
financing advisory group, has announced that it has passed the USD 1 billion mark in total 
financing raised for clean energy projects in... 
 
Global manufacturing growth expected to remain low in 2016 amid weakened financial support, 
says UNIDO report 

http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Saudi-King-Salman-Pledges-US-1M-for-ICAO-NCLB.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/22-BWM-.aspx
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f%5b0%5d=type%3Anews
http://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/historic-ceremony-un-chief-hails-china-us-formally-joining-paris-climate-agreement
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/investment-opportuni.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-supports-priv.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-supports-priv.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/global-manufacturing-4.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/global-manufacturing-4.html
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   VIENNA, 5 September 2016 - World manufacturing growth is expected to remain low in 2016 
due to weakened financial support for productive activities, according to a report released today 
by the United Nations Industrial... 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
7 September 2016 
Indonesia Sustainable Tourism Observatories join the UNWTO Network 
   Indonesia has joined the UNWTO International Network of Sustainable Tourism Observatories 
(INSTO) with the opening of three sustainable tourism observatories, as announced at the PATA 
Travel Mart 2016 in Jakarta, which position Indonesia as a regional hub for sustainable tourism 
practices.  
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
9 September 2016 
Five more countries ratify the Nagoya Protocol to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
   – France, Mali, the Netherlands, the Republic of Moldova and Sweden are the latest countries 
to ratify the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable 
Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization, bringing the total number of ratifications to 85. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
September 7, 2016 
U.S. Government Expands Vision for Global Food Security  
   United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Gayle Smith 
announced a new report in Nairobi, Kenya today that expands the U.S. Government's vision for 
ending global hunger, poverty, and undernutrition over the next 15 years. 
   The new report, A Food-Secure 2030, embodies the U.S. Government's approach to food 
security through Feed the Future and calls for developing country governments to lead by 

http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2016-09-07/indonesia-sustainable-tourism-observatories-join-unwto-network
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2016/pr-2016-09-09-abs-en.pdf
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/sep-7-2016-us-government-expands-vision-global-food-security
https://feedthefuture.gov/resource/food-secure-2030
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mobilizing the resources, partnerships, and policies that are required for success; donors to 
renew and expand their resources; private sector to deepen their engagement and investment; 
and civil society to utilize their collective voice and support to help translate commitments into 
action.   
   "President Obama's Feed the Future initiative is delivering transformative results for farmers 
and their communities around the world, and the recently enacted Global Food Security Act - 
the largest development authorization the U.S. Congress has made in a decade - ensures these 
efforts will continue into the future," said Administrator Smith. "Today, we are thrilled to build 
on our longstanding commitment with our global vision for a food-secure 2030."… 
 
 
DFID  [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Relealses 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
10/09/2016 
EU announces new €115 million in emergency support to improve conditions for refugees in 
Greece 
   Today, the European Commission has stepped up its funding to improve living conditions for 
refugees, migrants and asylum seekers in Greece. New funding worth €115 million will be 
released to humanitarian organisations operating in the country."The...  
 
EU announces new €348 million in humanitarian aid for refugees in Turkey 
08/09/2016 
   The EU has signed its largest ever humanitarian programme using direct cash transfers to 
cover the everyday needs of the most vulnerable refugee families in Turkey.The Emergency 
Social Safety Net (ESSN), financed with €348 million by the EU and its...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN Leaders adopt Master Plan on Connectivity 2025 
   VIENTIANE, 6 September 2016 - ASEAN Leaders adopted the Master Plan on ASEAN 
Connectivity 2025 (MPAC 2025) in Vientiane, Lao PDR today. The MPAC 2025, which succeeds 
the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2010, focuses on five strategic areas: sustainable 
infrastructure, digital innovation, seamless logistics, regulatory excellence and people mobility.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-announces-new-115-million-emergency-support-improve-conditions-refugees-greece_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-announces-new-115-million-emergency-support-improve-conditions-refugees-greece_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-announces-new-348-million-humanitarian-aid-refugees-turkey_en
http://www.au.int/en/
http://www.asean.org/news
http://asean.org/asean-leaders-adopt-master-plan-on-connectivity-2025/


   

: 
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
ASEAN Launches Investment Report 2016 
   VIENTIANE, 6 September 2016 - The ASEAN Secretariat and the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) jointly launched the “ASEAN Investment Report 2016: 
Foreign Direct Investment and MSME Linkages” during the ASEAN Business and Investment 
Summit 2016, held alongside the 28th and 29th ASEAN Summit. 
 
 
European Commission [to 10 September 2016] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Date: 10/09/2016  
EU announces new €115 million emergency support to improve conditions for refugees in 
Greece  
European Commission - Press release     Brussels, 10 September 2016  
Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides announces 
€115 million additional funding under the EU Emergency Support Instrument at the Thessaloniki 
International Fair 
Today the European Commission has stepped up its funding to improve living conditions for 
refugees, migrants and asylum seekers in Greece, with €115 million in new funding for 
humanitarian organisations operating in the country. It brings total funding under the 
Emergency Support Instrument to €198 million. 
 
"The European Commission continues to put solidarity into action to better manage the refugee 
crisis, in close cooperation with the Greek Government. The new funding has the key aim to 
improve conditions for refugees in Greece, and make a difference ahead of the upcoming 
winter.  Over the past months, we have significantly contributed to restore dignified living 
conditions through our humanitarian partners.  Together, we will continue our work until we 
reach our target", said Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos 
Stylianides, who announced the new funding at the Thessaloniki International Fair in Greece 
today, together with the Greek Alternate Minister for Migration, Ioannis Mouzalas. 
 
The additional funding is already in the process of being contracted. As agreed between 
Commissioner Stylianides and Minister Mouzalas, it will focus on four priorities: 
A) Improvement of existing shelters and construction of new ones in the camp facilities ahead 
of the upcoming winter. At the same time improvement of sanitation conditions and provision of 
other infrastructure such as heating. 
B) Delivery of direct assistance to refugees through cash/voucher schemes. This will help 
refugees to cover the basic needs of their families, such as food, in a dignified manner and at 
the same time support the local economy. 
C) Enable refugee children to access education 
D) Help unaccompanied minors who are especially vulnerable and need special care and 
protection… 
 
Questions and answers: €115 million new EU emergency support to refugees in Greece  
Date: 10/09/2016  
European Commission - Fact Sheet  
   Brussels, 10 September 2016 Which actions will be funded? Ahead of the upcoming winter, 
the EU emergency support will mainly help repair existing shelters, construct new ones in the 
camp facilities, improve sanitation andprovide other assistance such as heating.  

http://asean.org/asean-launches-investment-report-2016/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2986_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2986_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-2995_en.htm
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EU announces more projects under the Facility for Refugees in Turkey: €348 million in 
humanitarian aid to refugees in Turkey  
Date: 08/09/2016  
European Commission - Press release  Brussels, 8 September 2016  
The largest EU humanitarian aid programme will be rolled out by the World Food programme in 
partnership with the Turkish Prime Ministry Disaster and Emergency Management Authority, the 
Turkish Red Crescent and the Turkish Ministry of Family and Social Policy to address the 
everyday needs of refugees 
The European Union has signed its largest ever humanitarian programme using direct cash-
transfers to cover the everyday needs of the most vulnerable refugee families in Turkey. The 
Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN), financed with €348 million by the EU and its Member 
States under the Facility for Refugees in Turkey, is the first social assistance scheme of its kind, 
marrying international humanitarian know-how and government services to reach out to one 
million refugees across Turkey. Through it, the European Commission continues to respect its 
commitments under the EU-Turkey Statement. 
 
"In line with the EU and its Members States' strong commitment to support vulnerable refugees 
in Turkey, the unprecedented scale of the ESSN will make a significant difference in the lives of 
men, women and children who have had to flee conflict and violence. Together with the World 
Food Programme and our Turkish partners we have developed an innovative system that can 
deliver what people need, where it is needed most, and in the most effective way possible. 
Through the ESSN, our contribution will be more effectively directed to vulnerable refugees. 
This is a game changer in the delivery of international humanitarian aid. I would like to take this 
opportunity to commend Turkey on its unparalleled generosity in supporting refugees in the 
country” said Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides. 
 
“The Turkish Red Crescent is proud to partner with the European Union, the World Food 
Programme and the Turkish Ministry of Family and Social Policy in this innovative initiative, this 
unique programme aims to preserve the dignity of vulnerable refugees and empower them 
financially to the level that can allow them to send their kids to schools and buy the essentials 
they need to sustain their families.”  said Turkish Red Crescent President Dr. Kerem Kinik." 
 
As of October 2016, monthly cash-transfers to electronic cards will be given to refugees in need 
across Turkey. The cash card is an efficient way to support families to purchase what they most 
need, providing them the dignity of choice. Refugees will be enabled to feed and house their 
families and to send their children to school. As the money will be spent in local markets, the 
new system will also boost the local economy. 
 
The much needed humanitarian aid will reach one million refugees countrywide by the first 
quarter of 2017… 
 
Questions and answers: Support for refugees in Turkey through the Emergency Social Safety 
Net (ESSN)  
Date: 08/09/2016  
European Commission - Fact Sheet  
   Brussels, 8 September 2016 Questions and answers: Support for refugees in Turkey through  
 
 
OECD  [to 10 September 2016] 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2971_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2971_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-2989_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-2989_en.htm
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http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
5-September-2016 
OECD welcomes ground-breaking peer reviews by China and US of their fossil fuel subsidies  
   The OECD has welcomed the release by China and the US of peer reviews of their fossil fuel 
subsidies.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
September 8, 2016 
Former Uruguayan senator Juan Raúl Ferreira will head OAS Observation Mission to Haiti 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv3/news/?lan=en 
[Selected Press Releases, Announcements] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
07 Sep 2016 - Nearly 60 stock exchanges sign up to UNCTAD sustainability initiative 
 
06 Sep 2016 - The staggering economic cost of occupation: the Palestinian economy would be 
at least twice as large without Israeli occupation, UNCTAD report says 
 
05 Sep 2016 - Organic farming in Africa has rich potential, but is increasingly underfunded 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
WTO NEWS   6 September 2016 
DG Azevêdo: We must deliver a vision of more inclusive trade 
   Director-General Roberto Azevêdo today (6 September) met with Jack Ma, Chair of the B20 
SME Development Taskforce and Chairman of Alibaba, at the headquarters of Alibaba in 
Hangzhou, China. They discussed how digital technology can be leveraged to help small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to trade, thereby making the trading system more inclusive 
and pro-development.  
 
:::::: 
 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/oecd-welcomes-ground-breaking-peer-reviews-by-china-and-us-of-their-fossil-fuel-subsidies.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-095/16
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv3/news/?lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=323
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=321
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=321
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=322
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news16_e/dgra_06sep16_e.htm
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IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
6 September 2016 
15 September is the International Day of Democracy 
   IPU is marking International Day of Democracy 2016 on 15 September with the theme 
‘Democracy 2030’ – an invitation and challenge to all parliaments to think about the future of 
democracy.  
   This includes from the perspectives of young people – the 20 / 30 years old- and regarding 
the United Nations’ groundbreaking 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development . 
   Imagining the future is fundamental for building strong democracies that contribute to 
achieving sustainable development. International Day of Democracy is a key opportunity to 
challenge ideas, allow diverse voices to be heard and engage the general public. The IPU is 
inviting all parliaments to mark the day with specific activities and actions… 
   See www.ipu.org/idd and follow #DemocracyDay on social media. 
 
IPU hails decision by China and USA to ratify Paris climate deal 
5 September 2016 
   IPU welcomes the announcement made by China and the USA over the weekend of their 
decision to formally ratify the Paris climate change agreement. The announcement was made at 
the G20 meeting, taking place in Hangzhou, China. The move is significant as both countries 
together account for nearly 40 per cent of the world's carbon emissions. The Paris deal is the 
world's first comprehensive climate agreement. It will only come into force after it is ratified by 
at least 55 countries, producing together 55 per cent of global carbon emissions. Before China 
and the USA made their announcement, the 23 nations that had ratified the agreement 
accounted for just over 1 per cent of emissions… 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 10 September 2016] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
World Bank and China Scale Up Support for Africa  
   GUANGZHOU, China, September 8, 2016— The World Bank Group is strengthening its 
partnership with China in support of African development through two major initiatives 
launched during the second “Investing in Africa Forum (IAF)”, a two-day international forum 
aimed at boosting investment across Sub-Saharan Africa. The Forum was held in Guangzhou, 
China, a region home to a large African business community. 
Date: September 8, 2016 Type: Press Release  

http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201609061
http://www.ipu.org/idd
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
http://www.ipu.org/idd
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201609051
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/09/08/world-bank-and-china-scale-up-support-for-africa
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Air Pollution Deaths Cost Global Economy US$225 Billion  
  WASHINGTON, DC September 8, 2016— Air pollution has emerged as the deadliest form of 
pollution and the fourth leading risk factor for premature deaths worldwide. Those deaths cost 
the global economy about US$225 billion in lost labor income in 2013, a new study finds, 
pointing toward the economic burden of air pollution.   
   The Cost of Air Pollution: Strengthening the economic case for action, a joint study of the 
World Bank and the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME), seeks to estimate the 
costs of premature deaths related to air pollution, to strengthen the case for action and 
facilitate decision making in the context of scarce resources. An estimated 5.5 million lives were 
lost in 2013 to diseases associated with outdoor and household air pollution, causing human 
suffering and reducing economic development…. 
Date: September 8, 2016 Type: Press Release 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Africa’s Ocean Economy: Ministers, World Bank and Partners Call for Action-Oriented 
Sustainable Climate-Smart Investment  
   Balaclava, MAURITIUS, September 6, 2016— African Ministers from coastal countries and 
small island developing states along with the World Bank and development partners met in 
Mauritius on September...  
Date: September 6, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
September 9, 2016 
Ecuador Gets $364 Million IMF Loan to Tackle Earthquake Reconstruction 
:: Ecuador faces huge economic toll after worst earthquake in decades 
:: Reconstruction to cost $3.3 billion, growth to contract significantly in 2016  
:: IMF ready to continue supporting Ecuador manage economic challenges 
   The International Monetary Fund has approved and disbursed a $364 emergency loan for 
Ecuador to help the country finance relief and reconstruction efforts after one of the strongest 
earthquake in decades… 
 
September 5, 2016 
The AMF, IMF and the World Bank Group launch the Report on the withdrawal of 
Correspondent Banking Relationships (CBRs) in the Arab region 
 
September 5, 2016 
Lagarde Urges Action to Deliver on G20's Hangzhou Commitments 
:: Ms Lagarde congratulates President Xi and the Chinese authorities on their leadership of the 
G20 this year 
:: Ms Lagarde says global growth has been too low for too long and has benefitted too few  
:: Ms Lagarde urges G20 leaders action to deliver on Hangzhou Commitments with priorities 
that include a coordinated effort to raise growth and making growth more widely shared 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 10 September 2016] 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/09/08/air-pollution-deaths-cost-global-economy-225-billion
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/09/06/africas-ocean-economy-ministers-world-bank-and-partners-call-for-action-oriented-sustainable-climate-smart-investment
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/09/06/africas-ocean-economy-ministers-world-bank-and-partners-call-for-action-oriented-sustainable-climate-smart-investment
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2016/07/21/18/20/na070816-ecuador-gets-364-million-imf-loan-to-tackle-earthquake-reconstruction
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2016/09/02/pr16392-amf-imf-wb-launch-report-withdrawal-of-correspondent-banking-relationships-in-arab-region
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2016/09/02/pr16392-amf-imf-wb-launch-report-withdrawal-of-correspondent-banking-relationships-in-arab-region
http://www.imf.org/en/news/articles/2016/09/05/pr16394-lagarde-urges-action-to-deliver-on-g20-hangzhou-commitments
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http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
09/09/2016  
The African Legal Support Facility signs MoU with IP3 
   - The African Legal Support Facility (ALSF) and the Institute for Public Private Partnership 
(IP3) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to enhance cooperation related to capacity 
building services offered in African countries. 
 
US $30 billion to benefit farmers, strengthening Africa’s agriculture 
   09/09/2016 - Weiteithye Farmers Group in Mwala, Eastern Kenya, comprises about 100 small-
scale farmers struggling with crop production, value addition and marketing of their produce. 
 
Water central to achieving High 5s and Sustainable Development Goals in Africa 
   09/09/2016 - The Senior Advisor to the President of the African Development Bank for 
Inclusive and Green Growth, Prof. Kevin Urama, has underscored the critical role of water in 
achieving long-term poverty reduction and economic growth in Africa. Speaking at a gathering 
of world water leaders in Stockholm, Sweden, Urama outlined the new strategic priorities of the 
AfDB and the centrality of water to these goals. 
 
New ways of financing are crucial for transforming Africa’s agriculture, says new report 
   06/09/2016 - Innovative financing is crucial for agricultural transformation, wealth creation 
and long-term prosperity in Africa, according to this year’s Africa Agriculture Status Report 
(AASR), launched on September 6, 2016 in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
News Releases 
7 September 2016 
Global Trade Finance Gap Reaches $1.6 Trillion, SMEs Hardest Hit – ADB 
   The inability of financial institutions to provide $1.6 trillion in support to buyers and sellers of 
goods across countries resulted in forgone growth and job creation in 2015, according to an 
ADB Brief released today. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
08/31/2016 
President Jin Welcomes Canada’s Decision to Apply for Membership in AIIB 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2016 
6 September 2016 
Economic downturn threatens prospect to end extreme poverty by 2030, study finds  

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/the-african-legal-support-facility-signs-mou-with-ip3-16106/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/us-30-billion-to-benefit-farmers-strengthening-africas-agriculture-16105/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/water-central-to-achieving-high-5s-and-sustainable-development-goals-in-africa-16102/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/new-ways-of-financing-are-crucial-for-transforming-africas-agriculture-says-new-report-16093/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.adb.org/news/global-trade-finance-gap-reaches-16-trillion-smes-hardest-hit-adb
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/
http://euweb.aiib.org/html/2016/NEWS_0831/151.html
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2016
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=29999915&locale=en_US
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Global downturn to cause 38 million more people to remain in extreme poverty than previously 
thought, jeopardizing prospects for first UN Sustainable Development Goal 
   September 6, 2016, Washington, DC — Robust economic growth in developing countries—
which has far outpaced that of most high-income countries—contributed mightily to achieving 
the United Nations Millennium Development Goal of cutting extreme poverty by half five years 
ahead of its 2015 deadline. But efforts to eradicate extreme poverty by 2030—the first UN 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)—are now jeopardized by a deteriorating global economic 
outlook, according to a new study released today. 
   The study by the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), conceptualized and 
financed by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), takes into account 
changes in projected growth rates in both key driver economies such as the United States, 
Europe, and China and in many developing countries. It estimates that the extreme poverty 
rate in 2030 will be 5.2 percent, not the 4.8 percent projected without the global economic 
downturn. This will leave an additional 38 million people still living on less than $1.90 a day, the 
benchmark for extreme poverty, in 2030….  
 
6 September 2016 
First Africa Food Prize Awarded to Kanayo F. Nwanze for Courageous Leadership in Fostering 
Solidarity with Africa’s Smallholder Farmers  
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
08/09/2016 
Kenya hosts 12th ECSASON scientific conference … 
   Over 700 nurses and midwives from 16 Africa countries meet in Nairobi 5 September 
2016…Nairobi will from September 7-9, 2016 host the 12th ECSACON biennial conference, a 
platform for nursing healthcare professionals to share experiences, research findings and foster 
networks and linkages that can help to improve health outcomes... 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 

http://www.ifpri.org/publication/global-economic-slowdown-implications-rural-poor
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=29981915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=29981915&locale=en_US
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/kenya-hosts-12th-ecsason-scientific-conference-/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
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Tuesday, 06 September 2016 00:00  
Market management crucial to lead the fight against under nutrition in Bangladesh  
   Bangladesh achieved remarkable success in alleviating poverty but lags in the field of 
nutrition. Presently, 7.3 million children under the age of five are stunted while 2.9 million 
children are undernourished. To overcome this, experts are stressing on the diversity of 
agricultural production and agri-food value chain beyond farm to ensure food security, and fight 
against under nutrition. 
   On Tuesday, speakers shared such findings at a seminar titled ‘Nexus between Agricultural 
and Nutrition: Bangladesh Case’ at the BRAC Centre in Dhaka. The seminar was organised 
jointly by BRAC’s research and evaluation division, and international research partnership 
Leveraging Agriculture for Nutrition in South Asia (LANSA) which is funded by the Department 
for International Development (DFID), UK… 
 
 
CARE International  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
6th Sep 2016     
CARE response to attack in Kabul, Afghanistan 
   Late Monday night on September 5, an armed group launched an attack in front of the main 
gate of the Kabul office of CARE International. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
  
  
ECPAT  [to 10 September 2016]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
Posted September 7, 2016  
A group show presented by Local Project featuring works by artists of Fountain 
House Gallery 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 10 September 2016]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 10 September 2016] 

http://www.brac.net/component/k2/item/993-market-management-crucial-to-lead-the-fight-against-under-nutrition-in-bangladesh
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/care-response-to-attack-in-kabul-afghanistan-1
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.gallery.fountainhouse.org/gallery/news/group-show-presented-local-project-featuring-works-artists-fountain-house-gallery
http://www.gallery.fountainhouse.org/gallery/news/group-show-presented-local-project-featuring-works-artists-fountain-house-gallery
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
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http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
September 7, 2016  
Heifer International Partners with The MasterCard Foundation to Benefit 25,000 
Youth in East Africa  
   Heifer International today announced a five-year, US$18 million partnership with The 
MasterCard Foundation to design and implement a program that will equip 25,000 youth ages 
15-24 with the skills necessary to start and run agriculture-related businesses.  
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 10 September 2016]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 10 September 2016] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Reports and Articles      
Report: Protracted conflict and humanitarian action 
   This report draws on some recent operational experiences of the ICRC to describe the theory 
and practice of the ICRC's approach to humanitarian assistance in protracted conflict. 
06-09-2016 | Report  
 
South Africa: Enabling greater use of forensics in humanitarian action in Africa 
   The ability of African forensics professionals to help communities affected by disasters, armed 
conflict or violence to know the fate of their loved ones has improved. 
05-09-2016 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
9 September 2016 
World First Aid Day: IFRC and H.S.H. Princess Charlene of Monaco, Goodwill 
Ambassador, call for children around the world to be trained in first aid  
 
7 September 2016 
Miss Universe Japan at the end of Jordan visit: The world must not forget about 
Middle East refugee crisis  
 
5 September 2016 
IFRC Secretary General encourages Hong Kong Red Cross to provide “global 
leadership”  
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Remarks 
David Miliband: The refugee crisis does not need to be a political crisis  
Brussels, September 7, 2016 —  
Speech by Rt Hon David Miliband 
President and CEO, International Rescue Committee 

http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases/2016/heifer-international-partners-with-the-mastercard-foundation-to-benefit-25000-youth-in-east-africa-.html
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases/2016/heifer-international-partners-with-the-mastercard-foundation-to-benefit-25000-youth-in-east-africa-.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/protracted-conflict-and-humanitarian-action
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/south-africa-enabling-greater-use-forensics-humanitarian-action-africa
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/world-first-aid-day-ifrc-and-hsh-princess-charlene-of-monaco-goodwill-ambassador-call-for-children-around-the-world-to-be-trained-in-first-aid/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/world-first-aid-day-ifrc-and-hsh-princess-charlene-of-monaco-goodwill-ambassador-call-for-children-around-the-world-to-be-trained-in-first-aid/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/middle-east-and-north-africa/jordan/miss-universe-japan-at-the-end-of-jordan-visit-the-world-must-not-forget-about-middle-east-refugee-crisis-/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/middle-east-and-north-africa/jordan/miss-universe-japan-at-the-end-of-jordan-visit-the-world-must-not-forget-about-middle-east-refugee-crisis-/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/ifrc-secretary-general-encourages-hong-kong-red-cross-to-provide-global-leadership-/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/ifrc-secretary-general-encourages-hong-kong-red-cross-to-provide-global-leadership-/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/david-miliband-refugee-crisis-does-not-need-be-political-crisis
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Solvay Library, Brussels 
7 SEPTEMBER 2016 
   It is a pleasure to be here in Brussels at the Solvay Library. There is one historical link to the 
International Rescue Committee. The venue’s benefactor, Ernest Solvay, is famous for founding 
the Solvay Conference, perhaps the most prestigious conference in physics and chemistry. And 
IRC's founder, Albert Einstein, attended the first Solvay Conference in 1911.   
   I have come here today because the cause that Einstein championed, the right of refugees to 
receive international protection, is under threat as never before; and the challenge of providing 
that protection is threatening Europe as never before.   
   The refugee crisis smouldered as a humanitarian emergency in 2013 and 2014. The challenge 
in 2016 and 2017 is to make sure it does not become a political emergency. That will take 
policy ingenuity and political strength – to tackle a very complex problem, debunk myths, and 
stand up for European values. Around the world, it is easy to make a nativist, nationalist, 
isolationist case. Easy but wrong. In a world more connected than ever before, regional and 
global problems need regional and global solutions. That is the purpose of my contribution 
today… 
 
 
IRCT  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News  
Bolivia: IRCT and IFEG Experts discuss implementation of the Istanbul Protocol 
09 September 2016 
 
News  
IRCT calls for stronger protecting measures for torture victims among asylum 
seekers in the European Union 
06 September 2016 
   The IRCT has released two position papers outlining key measures to increase support and 
protection to victims of torture in relation to ongoing reform of the Common European Asylum 
System. The papers specifically address the proposals to establish an Asylum Procedures 
Regulation and to recast the Reception Conditions Directive. While there are some 
improvements in the proposals, particularly relating to the identification of victims of torture, 
the papers highlight a number of concerns. 
    The IRCT supports the introduction of a two-stage assessment process for identification of 
torture victims among asylum seekers and the fact that it mandatorily involves health 
professionals. Early identification is key to ensure that torture victims have access to 
rehabilitation and to the specific support they are entitled to. 
    However, the IRCT is concerned about the principle of sanctioning asylum seekers for 
perceived non-compliance with procedures, the concept that people from “safe” countries 
should be sent back and the continued use of accelerated and border procedures as well as 
immigration detention… 
   To read the IRCT position papers, please see: 
:: IRCT Position Paper on the Proposed recast Reception Conditions Directive and suggestions 
for amendments 
:: IRCT Position Paper on the Proposed Asylum Procedures Regulation and suggestions for 
amendments 
:: IRCT Position Paper on the Proposed Recast Dublin Regulation 
 
 

http://www.irct.org/
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news/show-news.aspx?PID=13767&Action=1&NewsId=4082
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news/show-news.aspx?PID=13767&Action=1&NewsId=4081
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news/show-news.aspx?PID=13767&Action=1&NewsId=4081
http://www.irct.org/Admin/Public/DWSDownload.aspx?File=%2fFiles%2fFiler%2fpublications%2fAdvocacy+reports+and+statements%2f2016+09+05+-+IRCT+-+Position+Paper+on+the+Reception+Conditions+Directive+2016+-+Summary.pdf
http://www.irct.org/Admin/Public/DWSDownload.aspx?File=%2fFiles%2fFiler%2fpublications%2fAdvocacy+reports+and+statements%2f2016+09+05+-+IRCT+-+Position+Paper+on+the+Reception+Conditions+Directive+2016+-+Amendments.pdf
http://www.irct.org/Admin/Public/DWSDownload.aspx?File=%2fFiles%2fFiler%2fpublications%2fAdvocacy+reports+and+statements%2f2016+09+05+-+IRCT+-+Position+Paper+on+the+Reception+Conditions+Directive+2016+-+Amendments.pdf
http://www.irct.org/Admin/Public/DWSDownload.aspx?File=%2fFiles%2fFiler%2fpublications%2fAdvocacy+reports+and+statements%2f2016+09+06+-+IRCT+-+Position+Paper+on+the+Asylum+Procedures+Regulation+2016+-+Summary.pdf
http://www.irct.org/Admin/Public/DWSDownload.aspx?File=%2fFiles%2fFiler%2fpublications%2fAdvocacy+reports+and+statements%2f2016+09+06+-+IRCT+-+Position+Paper+on+the+Asylum+Procedures+Regulation+2016+-+Amendments.pdf
http://www.irct.org/Admin/Public/DWSDownload.aspx?File=%2fFiles%2fFiler%2fpublications%2fAdvocacy+reports+and+statements%2f2016+09+06+-+IRCT+-+Position+Paper+on+the+Asylum+Procedures+Regulation+2016+-+Amendments.pdf
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news.aspx?PID=13717&M=NewsV2&Action=1&NewsId=4069
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Islamic Relief   [to 10 September 2016]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Landsea   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 10 September 2016]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
September 7, 2016 
Mercy Corps Tech Accelerator in Gaza Realizes Unprecedented Success 
   By helping youth sidestep barriers, Gaza Sky Geeks facilitates life-changing opportunity 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
8 September 2016 
Oxfam: Europe is failing refugee and migrant children 
With latest UNICEF figures showing ever more children globally are uprooted, the number of 
unaccompanied refugee and migrant children arriving to Europe through Italy has doubled this 
year and Europe is failing to properly support them, a new Oxfam report reveals. 
 
Each day 28 unaccompanied children fall out of Italy’s weak reception system. The children who 
remain in the system experience extended stays in de-facto detention centers, live in unsafe 
and inadequate accommodation, and receive little to no information about their rights. They are 
running away from these centers in order to escape these conditions, choosing to live on the 
streets and so are exposed to even greater risks. Oxfam says this is yet another example of 
how Europe’s current approach to migration isn’t fit for purpose. 
 
Since governments decided to close the Western Balkans route and the European Union 
entered into its deal with Turkey, Italy is once again the principal arrival point for refugees and 
migrants to Europe. According to the latest UNHCR data, the number of unaccompanied 
children arriving in Italy has risen significantly in 2016, and is now 15% of all arrivals. By the 
end of July, 13,705 unaccompanied minors had landed in Italy - more than during all of 2015 
(12,360 children). 

http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-tech-accelerator-gaza-realizes-unprecedented-success
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-09-08/oxfam-europe-failing-refugee-and-migrant-children
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Italy is failing to cope with the increased arrivals. Despite efforts in many Italian cities, regions 
and by civil society, the country’s reception system is far from adequate for protecting 
unaccompanied migrant children and their rights. Hotspot centers, for instance, set up by the 
EU and Italian authorities to register new arrivals and execute swifter returns of those rejected, 
are chronically overcrowded and do not even have adequate sanitation. While the maximum 
stay in these hotspots is meant to be 48-72 hours, many children end up being stuck there for 
as long as 5 weeks with minimal provisions, meaning they can never change their clothes, not 
even their underwear, and are not being able to call their family back home or relatives in 
Europe. 
 
Oxfam is calling on the Italian government and its European partners to take immediate action 
to systematically provide unaccompanied children with safe and adequate accommodation and 
the support they need, so they can live a life in safety and dignity... 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Selected News  
08. Sep 2016 
Challenging illiteracy in Somaliland 
Nashon Tado|d  
   The world marks the International Literacy Day on 8th of September 2016. It is a time to 
reflect on the learning conditions especially in developing countries. Education plays a critical 
role in ensuring the developmental rights of children and young people.  
 
07. Sep 2016  
We can still avert a catastrophe 
Tiril Skarstein  
   Thousands of refugees returning from Pakistan to Afghanistan are in dire need of support. 
Many families are staying in the open and with limited water and sanitation facilities. “These 
people are living in appalling conditions, still we fear that the worst is yet to come,” warned Jan 
Egeland, Secretary General of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC).  
 
06. Sep 2016  
Greek volunteers win Nansen Refugee Award 
  “While refugees are increasingly being cornered by walls, discrimination and restrictions, the 
Greek volunteers demonstrate the power of humanity,” said Jan Egeland, Secretary General of 
the Norwegian Refugee Council.  
   Konstantinos Mitragas of the Hellenic Rescue Team (HRT) and Efi Latsoudi of the PIKPA 
village are joint 2016 winners of the UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award, which recognises 
extraordinary humanitarian work on behalf of refugees, internally displaced and stateless 
people. During the 2015 refugee crisis, they saved lives and provided a safe haven for 
thousands of the most vulnerable refugees arriving on Greek shores… 
 
 
Pact   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.pactworld.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2016/september/challenging-illiteracy-in-somaliland/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2016/september/afghanistan-we-can-still-avert-a-catastrophe/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2016/september/afghanistan-we-can-still-avert-a-catastrophe/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2016/september/greek-volunteers-win-nansen-refugee-award/
http://www.unhcr.org/nansen-refugee-award.html
http://www.pactworld.org/news
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Partners In Health  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
September 8, 2016 
Increase in Child Suicide Attempts in Madaya as Sieges Worsen Across Syria  
 
September 8, 2016 
Save the Children's Search-and-Rescue Ship Sets Sail from Sicily to Save Children's 
Lives in Deadly Mediterranean  
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
6 September 2016 
SOS Children's Villages wins 2016 Princess of Asturias Award for Concord 
Royal Family of Spain recognises SOS Children's Villages with 2016 award in acknowledgement 
of organisation's work to protect children worldwide 
 
 
   Innsbruck - SOS Children’s Villages has been awarded the Princess of Asturias Award for 
Concord, a prestigious recognition bestowed by the Royal Family of Spain. 
    The Concord Award is one of eight prizes awarded by the Princess of Asturias Foundation. Its 
aim is to recognise those "whose work contributes in a relevant way to the defense of human 
rights, the promotion of peace, freedom, solidarity, protection of heritage and, in general, 
progress and understanding of humanity". 
    SOS Children’s Villages was nominated for the award by the Spanish former basketball player 
Amaya Valdemoro. A 31-member jury selected SOS Children's Villages as winner of the 2016 
award… 
 
 
Tostan  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14922565
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14922651
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14922651
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/footer/press/press-releases/sos-childrens-villages-wins-concord-award
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
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Women for Women International  [to 10 September 2016]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Freedom House [to 10 September 2016] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
National Integrity System Assessment Albania 2016 
   This National Integrity System (NIS) assessment analyses whether Albania’s state 
architecture is designed to operate with and promote integrity, and whether it does so in 
practice. It offers a comprehensive diagnosis Sep 2016of the capacities, internal governance 
and the effectiveness of 15 key ... 
   National Integrity System assessment published – Sep 2016 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Sep 8, 2016  
Position Paper on the revised European Consensus 
Development Cooperation, EU Development Framework  
   Discover this position paper highlighting our key asks for the new “European Consensus on 
Development” based on our full response to the EC Consultation. This paper is an advocacy tool 
which will be used vis-à-vis the EU institutions and national institutions. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 10 September 2016] 

http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
https://freedomhouse.org/news
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
http://www.transparency.org/whatwedo/publication/national_integrity_system_assessment_albania_2016
http://childfundalliance.org/news/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://concordeurope.org/2016/09/08/position-paper-european-consensus/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
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http://theelders.org/news-media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
END Fund   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 10 September 2016] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
Selected News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA -International Council of Voluntary Agencies 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
Sep 08, 2016  
InterAction Calls on Congress to Take Action on Civilian Casualties and Block Saudi 
Weapons Deal 
   In light of extensive civilian casualties in Yemen, NGO alliance urges Congress to vote against 
additional U.S. government weapon sales in upcoming debate. 
 
 
Locus 
http://locusworld.org/ 
“Locus is a movement focused on engaging those we serve, practitioners, the private sector, 
donors and to drive adoption of locally owned, integrated solutions.” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 

http://theelders.org/news-media
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases
https://www.interaction.org/article/interaction-calls-congress-take-action-civilian-casualties-and-block-saudi-weapons-deal
https://www.interaction.org/article/interaction-calls-congress-take-action-civilian-casualties-and-block-saudi-weapons-deal
http://locusworld.org/
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E


   

: 
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
09/09/2016 
2016 protection from sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) conference shares 
recommendations for conducting investigations 
   The 2016 PSEA conference brought together over 40 participants in Bangkok, Thailand, to 
explore ways to improve investigations into allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA) 
by aid workers.  
 
07/09/2016 
New case study: ActionAid’s people management scorecard 
  Our latest case study gives an overview of the process ActionAid International (AAI) undertook 
to develop its people management scorecard. Reading the case study is particularly useful for 
those wishing to design or implement an HR ‘scorecard’ or similar tool within their own 
organisations.  
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
Report Synopses 
Kenya food insecurity 
l Date: 2016/09/07 
   On 6 September 2016 we responded to a funding alert raised due to food insecurity in Kenya. 
The alert was raised in response to the failure of two successive rains in the counties of 
Marsabit, Mandera, Tana River, West Pokot, Kilifi and Turkana. The global Famine Early 

https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news
http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/2016-protection-from-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse-psea-conference-shares-recommendations-for-conducting-investigations
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/2016-protection-from-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse-psea-conference-shares-recommendations-for-conducting-investigations
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/new-case-study-actionaids-people-management-scorecard
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/crisisbriefing/kenya-food-insecurity/
http://www.fews.net/
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Warning System Network has predicted that Kenya will face persistent food insecurity in the 
second half of 2016 with the pastoral and marginal agricultural areas cited as being most 
vulnerable. 
   According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)’s Financial 
Tracking Service (FTS), donors have committed/contributed US$88.7 million of humanitarian 
assistance to Kenya since the start of 2016. The UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) has allocated US$5 million to emergencies in Kenya so far in 2016. 
   Read our full analysis of the current funding situation. 
 
Report Synopsis 
Flooding in Sudan 
Date: 2016/09/09 
    On 6 September 2016 we responded to a funding alert raised due to flooding in Sudan. 
Heavy rain from June until the last quarter of August has resulted in flooding in Sudan, affecting 
2,130 households in the White Nile State. Food and income resources have been severely hit in 
flood affected communities, where most people are subsistence farmers. 
   According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)’s Financial 
Tracking Service (FTS), donors have committed/contributed US$454.4 million of humanitarian 
assistance to Sudan since the start of 2016. The UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) has allocated US$24.6 million to emergencies in Sudan so far in 2016, with over half of 
this amount being allocated to health, food and nutrition sectors. 
   Read our full analysis of the current funding situation. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
29 July 2016 | Sphere Project 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 10 September 
2016] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Press Release 
New President Named for Center for Global Development 
September 6, 2016 
   After an extensive international search, the Center for Global Development (CGD) is delighted 
to announce that Masood Ahmed is to become its new president, succeeding founding president 
Nancy Birdsall, who is stepping down after 15 years. 
   Ahmed will join CGD in early 2017, after leaving his current position as Director of the Middle 
East and Central Asia Department at the IMF. The Fund’s Managing Director Christine Lagarde 
has described him as a “visionary leader” in his role overseeing its work in the region. In a 
career spanning 35 years, he has also led the IMF’s External Relations Department, and held 
senior leadership positions at DFID and the World Bank, driving international economic policy 

http://www.fews.net/
http://www.unocha.org/cerf/
http://www.unocha.org/cerf/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Development-Initiatives-START-briefing-Kenya-Food-insecurity-September-2016.pdf
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/crisisbriefing/7623/
http://www.unocha.org/cerf/
http://www.unocha.org/cerf/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/START-briefing-Sudan-flooding-September-2016.pdf
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://phap.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
http://www.cgdev.org/article/new-president-named-center-global-development
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relating to debt, aid effectiveness, trade, and global economic prospects. He was the senior 
Bank manager responsible for the HIPC Debt Initiative, which to date has provided debt relief 
packages to 36 countries worth $76 billion. 
   CGD’s Board Chair Lawrence H. Summers, who led the search committee, said: “Masood 
brings intellectual heft, policy expertise and a proven record in working to increase global 
prosperity.  His fresh ideas will enhance CGD’s reputation as a center of excellence for 
development policy. He will build on the strong foundations established by Nancy Birdsall for 
rigorous, evidence-based research and practical policy ideas.”… 
 
Promoting Women’s Economic Empowerment through US Foreign and Development 
Policy 
9/6/16 
Megan O'Donnell , Mayra Buvinic , Cindy Huang and Charles Kenny  
   Women’s economic empowerment is increasingly recognized as critical to achieving 
development outcomes around the world. Informed by a roundtable discussion at the Center for 
Global Development (CGD) and additional suggestions from CGD researchers, this four-point 
memo aims to issue practical proposals for the next US administration, particularly aimed at 
economically empowering women and girls worldwide, as a building block toward the full 
realization of broader gender equality and women’s agency and empowerment. The 
recommendations build on those in CGD’s The White House and the World briefing book, as 
well as the CGD policy memo “A US Law or Executive Order to Combat Gender Apartheid in 
Discriminatory Countries” and ongoing work at CGD focused on women’s financial inclusion. 
 
 
ODI   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
Press release 
Poorest developing countries stand to lose up to €385 million annually without UK 
trade deals post-Brexit  
Press release | 9 September 2016 
   Leading trade economists have come together to consider how the UK’s new trade policy, 
following the vote to leave the EU, could contribute to development 
 
Research reports and studies 
The impact of the UK's post-Brexit trade policy on development  
Briefing papers | September 2016 | Maximiliano Mendez-Parra, Dirk Willem te Velde and L. Alan 
Winters 
   Following the vote for Brexit, the UK is facing a formidable challenge: designing a new trade 
policy to address its new strategic interests. 
 
Looking to Germany's G20: stemming protectionism and austerity  
Briefing papers | September 2016 | Phyllis Papadavid and Vicky Pryce 
    As Germany takes leadership of the G20, this briefing argues for the prioritising of freer trade 
and more flexible fiscal policies to support global growth and development. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 

 

http://www.cgdev.org/publication/promoting-womens-economic-empowerment-us-foreign-development-policy
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/promoting-womens-economic-empowerment-us-foreign-development-policy
http://www.cgdev.org/staff/megan-odonnell
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/mayra-buvinic
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/cindy-huang
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/charles-kenny
http://www.odi.org/media
https://www.odi.org/news/805-poorest-developing-countries-stand-lose-385-million-annually-without-uk-trade-deals-post-brexit
https://www.odi.org/news/805-poorest-developing-countries-stand-lose-385-million-annually-without-uk-trade-deals-post-brexit
https://www.odi.org/publications/10549-impact-uks-post-brexit-trade-policy-development
https://www.odi.org/publications/10550-looking-germanys-g20-stemming-protectionism-and-austerity
http://www.urban.org/about/media
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World Economic Forum    [to 10 September 2016] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Selected Media Releases, Research 
News 6 Sep 2016  
Adrian Monck Appointed to World Economic Forum Managing Board  
 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  

 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp 
9 September 2016 
17th Century Shahi Hammam wins UNESCO Asia-Pacific Award for Cultural Heritage 
Conservation 
   Lahore, Pakistan, - The Conservation of the 17th Century Shahi Hammam in the Walled City 
of Lahore has received the Award of Merit in this year’s UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural 
Heritage Conservation, announced in Bangkok on 1st September 2016.  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
September 8, 2016  
MEDIA ADVISORY: Clinton Center to Host Prescription Drug Abuse Town Hall 
   This event will convene leading individuals and organizations from the health, research and 
grassroots sectors with the goal of building healthy communities in Little Rock, Pulaski County, 
and other regions nationwide 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2016/09/adrian-monck-appointed-to-world-economic-forum-managing-board
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp
http://www.akdn.org/press-release/17th-century-shahi-hammam-wins-unesco-asia-pacific-award-cultural-heritage
http://www.akdn.org/press-release/17th-century-shahi-hammam-wins-unesco-asia-pacific-award-cultural-heritage
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/media-advisory-clinton-center-host-prescription-drug-abuse-town-hall
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
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GHIT Fund   [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies, the Japanese Government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Launches “Sister To All” Campaign to Tell Their Stories 
    (Los Angeles) Sept. 6, 2016 – The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation today announced the results 
of a recent market research study that shows that Catholic sisters, while highly respected, 
remain a mystery to most Americans. 
 
 
Grameen Foundation    [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
09/07/2016  
Grameen Foundation and Innovations for Poverty Action Broker New Industry 
Alliance to Advance Poverty Measurement 
WASHINGTON, Sept 7, 2016—Grameen Foundation and Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA) 
are pleased to announce a new model for managing the Progress out of Poverty Index® 
(PPI®), a poverty measurement tool used by nearly 500 organizations around the world. The 
new model creates the PPI Alliance, a collective governance and funding structure, and 
designates IPA as the new organizational home for PPI. 
 
Grameen Foundation has incubated and grown PPI over the past 10 years, leading to its current 
use in more than 40 countries around the world. The clear need demonstrated by this growth 
led Grameen Foundation to seek broader industry ownership of the PPI. IPA was selected as 
the ideal home because of its legacy of stellar data collection and reputation for excellence. 
IPA’s core strength is in designing and managing randomized evaluations to tackle global 
poverty problems. Its research spans multiple sectors (including agriculture, education, health, 
governance, and finance) and geographies, and its global field research infrastructure operates 
in 20 countries and produces the highest data quality.  
 
“Grameen Foundation is pleased to work with IPA to form this new alliance. IPA has strong 
alignment with the PPI’s mission to use data to inform decision-making. Its large global 
footprint, highly-respected brand, and connection to researchers, policymakers and practitioners 
will give the PPI a competitive advantage and enable it to continue to meet the growing 
demand for practical measurement tools,” said Steve Hollingworth, President and CEO of 
Grameen Foundation. 
 

https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/156-conrad-n-hilton-foundation-launches-sister-to-all-campaign-to-tell-their-stories
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/press-releases/grameen-foundation-and-innovations-poverty-action-broker-new-industry-alliance
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/press-releases/grameen-foundation-and-innovations-poverty-action-broker-new-industry-alliance
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“One of IPA’s objectives is to improve the use and the quality of data in addressing poverty 
problems. The PPI has become a key tool in that regard, and we believe we are well positioned 
to build on its value and promote its usage,” said Annie Duflo, IPA’s Executive Director. 
As part of the new model, the scorecards that are used to measure poverty will remain free to 
access, but the PPI Alliance will actively engage and empower a consortium of users who rely 
on the PPI and are committed to its future development.   
 
Charu Adesnik, Cisco Foundation’s Deputy Director, sums up what the PPI does for its users and 
their beneficiaries: “Today, through the PPI, the needs of millions of families living in poverty 
are better understood and can be met by organizations working to address the root causes of 
poverty. Critical to our own social investment strategy, Cisco and the Cisco Foundation use the 
PPI to measure the reach of our investments and initiatives.”  
 
Member organizations of the new PPI Alliance will fund basic PPI operations through an annual 
fee and have the opportunity to sit on a steering committee that informs scorecard 
development, product innovation, and related service offerings.  Two of the members are 
playing additional roles that provide critical start-up support to this new business model: the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation as Anchor Funder, and Cisco Foundation as Foundational Partner.  
Other members on the Steering Committee include Catholic Relief Services, the DFID Impact 
Programme, Grameen Foundation, International Finance Corporation, Opportunity 
Internationaland VisionFund International/World Vision. The PPI Alliance is also pleased to have 
Acumen, Grameen Credit Agricole Foundation and Marie Stopes International as members.  
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Sep. 8, 2016 
Dr. Khan Nedd named new trustee 
   BATTLE CREEK, Mich. – The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) announces the election of Dr. 
Khan Nedd of Grand Rapids, Michigan, as a new trustee on its board of directors. He will join 
the board on Oct. 1, 2016, bringing the number of WKKF trustees to 10.  
   Nedd is currently the interim chief executive officer of Answer Health, an integrated clinical 
network of independent physicians in West Michigan focused on keeping practitioner costs 
down and service levels high. He is also the president and medical director of Infusion 
Associates, an independently owned infusion center where patients receive intravenous 
therapies. A board-certified internist, Nedd has broad-based medical experience as an internist, 
hospitalist and infusion therapy specialist.  
   “As we considered candidates for the Kellogg Foundation’s board of trustees, we were looking 
for an individual with a strong sense of social justice and someone with authentic commitment 
to improving the lives of children and families at the community level,” said Ramón Murguía, 

https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2016/09/dr-khan-nedd-named-new-trustee
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WKKF board chair. “Dr. Nedd exemplifies these things in his work as a physician and as a 
hands-on, community-based leader advocating for solutions to systemic challenges. My fellow 
trustees and I are very pleased to welcome him to the board.”.. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation   [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
Wed Sep 07 2016 
2016 RWJF Sports Award Winners: Doug Flutie, MLSE, and InnerCity Weightlifting  
   Each year, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation awards organizations for their innovative 
and influential approaches to using sports to build a Culture of Health in their communities.  
 

http://www.macfound.org/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2016/09/2016-rwjf-sports-award-winners-announced.html
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Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 10 September 2016] 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm 
News 
8 September 2016 
Our new clinical PhD programmes  
   We are funding seven new clinical PhD programmes across the UK and Republic of Ireland. 
The latest programmes build on our five existing clinical PhD programmes, and include 
networks in the South West and North of England, and a partnership between the Republic of 
Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
   All the programmes will be recruiting students this autumn to start in 2017. Information 
about individual programmes, including how to apply, will be made available on the institutions’ 
websites. 
 
6 September 2016 
Why we have set publisher requirements 
Wellcome has introduced a set of publisher requirements for open access (OA) publications. 
Robert Kiley, our Head of Digital Services, explains why we've taken this step. 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
September 2016 Volume 44, Issue 9, p963-1082, e145-e166  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
September 2016 Volume 51, Issue 3, p281-410, e57-e90  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/our-new-clinical-phd-programmes
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/why-we-have-set-publisher-requirements
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
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American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 106, Issue 9 (September 2016) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
September 2016; 95 (3)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
6 September 2016, Vol. 165. No. 5 
http://annals.org/issue.aspx 
Original Research 
The Anticipated Clinical and Economic Effects of 90–90–90 in South Africa  
Rochelle P. Walensky, MD, MPH; Ethan D. Borre, BA; Linda-Gail Bekker, MD, PhD; Stephen C. 
Resch, PhD; Emily P. Hyle, MD, SM; Robin Wood, MMed, DSc (Med); Milton C. Weinstein, PhD; 
Andrea L. Ciaranello, MD, MPH; Kenneth A. Freedberg, MD, MSc; and A. David Paltiel, MBA, 
PhD  
Abstract 
   Background: The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 90–90–90 global 
treatment target aims to achieve 73% virologic suppression among HIV-infected persons 
worldwide by 2020. 
   Objective: To estimate the clinical and economic value of reaching this ambitious goal in 
South Africa, by using a microsimulation model of HIV detection, disease, and treatment. 
   Design: Modeling of the “current pace” strategy, which simulates existing scale-up efforts and 
gradual increases in overall virologic suppression from 24% to 36% in 5 years, and the UNAIDS 
target strategy, which simulates 73% virologic suppression in 5 years. 
   Data Sources: Published estimates and South African survey data on HIV transmission rates 
(0.16 to 9.03 per 100 person-years), HIV-specific age-stratified fertility rates (1.0 to 9.1 per 100 
person-years), and costs of care ($11 to $31 per month for antiretroviral therapy and $20 to 
$157 per month for routine care). 
   Target Population: South African HIV-infected population, including incident infections over 
the next 10 years. 
   Perspective: Modified societal perspective, excluding time and productivity costs. 
   Time Horizon: 5 and 10 years. 
   Intervention: Aggressive HIV case detection, efficient linkage to care, rapid treatment scale-
up, and adherence and retention interventions toward the UNAIDS target strategy. 
   Outcome Measures: HIV transmissions, deaths, years of life saved, maternal orphans, costs 
(2014 U.S. dollars), and cost-effectiveness. 
   Results of Base-Case Analysis: Compared with the current pace strategy, over 5 years the 
UNAIDS target strategy would avert 873 000 HIV transmissions, 1 174 000 deaths, and 726 000 
maternal orphans while saving 3 002 000 life-years; over 10 years, it would avert 2 051 000 
HIV transmissions, 2 478 000 deaths, and 1 689 000 maternal orphans while saving 13 340 000 
life-years. The additional budget required for the UNAIDS target strategy would be $7.965 
billion over 5 years and $15.979 billion over 10 years, yielding an incremental cost-effectiveness 
ratio of $2720 and $1260 per year of life saved, respectively. 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
http://annals.org/issue.aspx
http://annals.org/article.aspx?articleid=2526198
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   Results of Sensitivity Analysis: Outcomes generally varied less than 20% from base-case 
outcomes when key input parameters were varied within plausible ranges. 
   Limitation: Several pathways may lead to 73% overall virologic suppression; these were 
examined in sensitivity analyses. 
   Conclusion: Reaching the 90–90–90 HIV suppression target would be costly but very effective 
and cost-effective in South Africa. Global health policymakers should mobilize the political and 
economic support to realize this target. 
    Primary Funding Source: National Institutes of Health and the Steve and Deborah Gorlin 
MGH Research Scholars Award. 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 10 September 2016) 
[No new content] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 10 September 2016) 
Research article 
Charting health system reconstruction in post-war Liberia: a comparison of rural vs. remote 
healthcare utilization  
Katherine Kentoffio, John D. Kraemer, Thomas Griffiths, Avi Kenny, Rajesh Panjabi, G. Andrew 
Sechler, Stephen Selinsky and Mark J. Siedner 
BMC Health Services Research 2016 16:478  
Published on: 7 September 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Despite a growing global emphasis on universal healthcare, access to basic primary care for 
remote populations in post-conflict countries remains a challenge. To better understand health 
sector recovery in post-conflict Liberia, this paper seeks to evaluate changes in utilization of 
health services among rural populations across a 5-year time span. 
Methods 
We assessed trends in healthcare utilization among the national rural population using the 
Liberian Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) from 2007 and 2013. We compared these 
results to results obtained from a two-staged cluster survey in 2012 in the district of Konobo, 
Liberia, to assess for differential health utilization in an isolated, remote region. Our primary 
outcomes of interest were maternal and child health service care seeking and utilization. 
Results 
Most child and maternal health indicators improved in the DHS rural sub-sample from 2007 to 
2013. However, this progress was not reflected in the remote Konobo population. A lower 
proportion of women received 4+ antenatal care visits (AOR 0.28, P < 0.001) or any postnatal 
care (AOR 0.25, P <0.001) in Konobo as compared to the 2013 DHS. Similarly, a lower 
proportion of children received professional care for common childhood illnesses, including 
acute respiratory infection (9 % vs. 52 %, P < 0.001) or diarrhea (11 % vs. 46 %, P < 0.001). 
Conclusions 
Our data suggest that, despite the demonstrable success of post-war rehabilitation in rural 
regions, particularly remote populations in Liberia remain at disproportionate risk for limited 
access to basic health services. As a renewed effort is placed on health systems reconstruction 

http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-016-1709-7
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-016-1709-7
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in the wake of the Ebola-epidemic, a specific focus on solutions to reach isolated populations 
will be necessary in order to ensure extension of coverage to remote regions such as Konobo. 
 
Research article 
Stigmatized by association: challenges for abortion service providers in Ghana  
Unsafe abortion is an issue of public health concern and contributes significantly to maternal 
morbidity and mortality globally. Abortion evokes religious, moral, ethical, socio-cultural and 
medical concerns w... 
Patience Aniteye, Beverley O’Brien and Susannah H. Mayhew 
BMC Health Services Research 2016 16:486  
Published on: 10 September 2016 
 
Research article 
Quality of care for remote orthopaedic consultations using telemedicine: a randomised 
controlled trial  
Decentralised services using outreach clinics or modern technology are methods to reduce both 
patient transports and costs to the healthcare system. Telemedicine consultations via 
videoconference are one such ... 
Astrid Buvik, Einar Bugge, Gunnar Knutsen, Arvid Småbrekke and Tom Wilsgaard 
BMC Health Services Research 2016 16:483  
Published on: 8 September 2016 
 
Research article 
Developing, delivering and evaluating primary mental health care: the co-production of a new 
complex intervention  
Health services face the challenges created by complex problems, and so need complex 
intervention solutions. However they also experience ongoing difficulties in translating findings 
from research in this area... 
Joanne Reeve, Lucy Cooper, Sean Harrington, Peter Rosbottom and Jane Watkins 
BMC Health Services Research 2016 16:470  
Published on: 6 September 2016 
 
Research 
Workplace health promotion for older workers: a systematic literature review  
Aging of the workforce is a growing problem. As workers age, their physical, physiological and 
psychosocial capabilities change. Keeping older workers healthy and productive is a key goal of 
European labor pol... 
Andrea Poscia, Umberto Moscato, Daniele Ignazio La Milia, Sonja Milovanovic, Jovana 
Stojanovic, Alice Borghini, Agnese Collamati, Walter Ricciardi and Nicola Magnavita 
BMC Health Services Research 2016 16(Suppl 5):329  
Published on: 5 September 2016 
 
Research 
Predictors of healthy ageing: public health policy targets  
The public health policy agenda oriented towards healthy ageing becomes the highest priority 
for the European countries. The article discusses the healthy ageing concept and its possible 
determinants with an a... 
Agnieszka Sowa, Beata Tobiasz-Adamczyk, Roman Topór-Mądry, Andrea Poscia and Daniele 
Ignazio la Milia 
BMC Health Services Research 2016 16(Suppl 5):289  
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Published on: 5 September 2016 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 10 September 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 10 September 2016)  
Debate 
Research involving adults lacking capacity to consent: the impact of research regulation on 
‘evidence biased’ medicine  
Victoria Shepherd 
Published on: 8 September 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Society is failing in its moral obligation to improve the standard of healthcare provided to 
vulnerable populations, such as people who lack decision making capacity, by a misguided 
paternalism that seeks to protect them by excluding them from medical research. Uncertainties 
surround the basis on which decisions about research participation is made under dual 
regulatory regimes, which adds further complexity. Vulnerable individuals’ exclusion from 
research as a result of such regulation risks condemning such populations to poor quality care 
as a result of ‘evidence biased’ medicine. 
Main Text 
This paper explores the research regulation provisions for proxy decision making for those 
unable to provide informed consent for themselves, and the subsequent legal and practical 
difficulties for decision-makers. There are two separate regulatory regimes governing research 
involving adults who lack capacity to consent in England and Wales. The Mental Capacity Act 
2005 governs how incapacitated adults can be involved in research, however clinical trials of 
medicinal products are separately regulated by the Medicines for Human Use (Clinical Trials) 
Regulations 2004. There are significant differences under these dual regimes in the provisions 
for those lacking capacity to participate in medical research. The level of risk permitted differs, 
with a greater requirement for justification for participation in a clinical trial than other types of 
research. Who acts as proxy decision maker, how much information is provided to the person 
lacking capacity, and whether they retain the power of veto also significantly differs. 
Conclusion 
The development of two separate regulatory regimes has resulted in significant differences 
between the provisions for clinical trials and other forms of research, and from usual medical 
practice. The resulting uncertainty has reinforced the tendency of those approving and 
conducting research to exclude adults lacking capacity to avoid difficult decisions about seeking 
consent for their participation. Future developments, such as the incoming EU Regulations, may 
address some of these differences, however the justification and level of risk permitted requires 
review to ensure that requirements are appropriate and proportionate to the burdens and risks 
for the individual, and also to the benefits for the wider population represented. 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 10 September 2016)  
Commentary 
Infectious diseases epidemic threats and mass gatherings: refocusing global attention on the 
continuing spread of the Middle East Respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV)  
Alimuddin Zumla, Abdulaziz N. Alagaili, Matthew Cotten and Esam I. Azhar 
BMC Medicine 2016 14:132  
Published on: 7 September 2016 
Abstract 
Media and World Health Organization (WHO) attention on Zika virus transmission at the 2016 
Rio Olympic Games and the 2015 Ebola virus outbreak in West Africa diverted the attention of 
global public health authorities from other lethal infectious diseases with epidemic potential. 
Mass gatherings such as the annual Hajj pilgrimage hosted by Kingdom of Saudi Arabia attract 
huge crowds from all continents, creating high-risk conditions for the rapid global spread of 
infectious diseases. The highly lethal Middle Eastern respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-
CoV) remains in the WHO list of top emerging diseases likely to cause major epidemics. The 
2015 MERS-CoV outbreak in South Korea, in which 184 MERS cases including 33 deaths 
occurred in 2 months, that was imported from the Middle East by a South Korean businessman 
was a wake-up call for the global community to refocus attention on MERS-CoV and other 
emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases with epidemic potential. The international donor 
community and Middle Eastern countries should make available resources for, and make a 
serious commitment to, taking forward a “One Health” global network for proactive surveillance, 
rapid detection, and prevention of MERS-CoV and other epidemic infectious diseases threats. 
 
Research article 
Spatiotemporal dynamics of the Ebola epidemic in Guinea and implications for vaccination and 
disease elimination: a computational modeling analysis  
Marco Ajelli, Stefano Merler, Laura Fumanelli, Ana Pastore y Piontti, Natalie E. Dean, Ira M. 
Longini, M. Elizabeth Halloran and Alessandro Vespignani 
Abstract 
Background 
Among the three countries most affected by the Ebola virus disease outbreak in 2014–2015, 
Guinea presents an unusual spatiotemporal epidemic pattern, with several waves and a long tail 
in the decay of the epidemic incidence. 
Methods 
Here, we develop a stochastic agent-based model at the level of a single household that 
integrates detailed data on Guinean demography, hospitals, Ebola treatment units, contact 
tracing, and safe burial interventions. The microsimulation-based model is used to assess the 
effect of each control strategy and the probability of elimination of the epidemic according to 
different intervention scenarios, including ring vaccination with the recombinant vesicular 
stomatitis virus-vectored vaccine. 
Results 
The numerical results indicate that the dynamics of the Ebola epidemic in Guinea can be 
quantitatively explained by the timeline of the implemented interventions. In particular, the 
early availability of Ebola treatment units and the associated isolation of cases and safe burials 
helped to limit the number of Ebola cases experienced by Guinea. We provide quantitative 
evidence of a strong negative correlation between the time series of cases and the number of 
traced contacts. This result is confirmed by the computational model that suggests that contact 
tracing effort is a key determinant in the control and elimination of the disease. In data-driven 
microsimulations, we find that tracing at least 5–10 contacts per case is crucial in preventing 
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epidemic resurgence during the epidemic elimination phase. The computational model is used 
to provide an analysis of the ring vaccination trial highlighting its potential effect on disease 
elimination. 
Conclusions 
We identify contact tracing as one of the key determinants of the epidemic’s behavior in 
Guinea, and we show that the early availability of Ebola treatment unit beds helped to limit the 
number of Ebola cases in Guinea. 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 10 September 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 10 September 2016) 
Research article 
The social patterning of risk factors for noncommunicable diseases in five countries: evidence 
from the modeling the epidemiologic transition study (METS)  
Associations between socioeconomic status (SES) and risk factors for noncommunicable 
diseases (NCD-RFs) may differ in populations at different stages of the epidemiological 
transition. We assessed the social p... 
Silvia Stringhini, Terrence E. Forrester, Jacob Plange-Rhule, Estelle V. Lambert, Bharathi 
Viswanathan, Walter Riesen, Wolfgang Korte, Naomi Levitt, Liping Tong, Lara R. Dugas, David 
Shoham, Ramon A. Durazo-Arvizu, Amy Luke and Pascal Bovet 
 
Debate 
Schools of public health in low and middle-income countries: an imperative investment for 
improving the health of populations?  
Public health has multicultural origins. By the close of the nineteenth century, Schools of Public 
Health (SPHs) began to emerge in western countries in response to major contemporary public 
health challenges.... 
Fauziah Rabbani, Leah Shipton, Franklin White, Iman Nuwayhid, Leslie London, Abdul Ghaffar, 
Bui Thi Thu Ha, Göran Tomson, Rajiv Rimal, Anwar Islam, Amirhossein Takian, Samuel Wong, 
Shehla Zaidi, Kausar Khan, Rozina Karmaliani, Imran Naeem Abbasi… 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 10 September 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 9  
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 94, Number 9, September 2016, 633-708 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/9/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
September 2016  Volume 42, Issue 5  Pages 603–773 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v42.5/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
July/August 2016  Volume 21, Issue 6  Pages 1–459 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.6/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 10 September 2016] 
Research 
Mental health and psychosocial support for South Sudanese refugees in northern Uganda: a 
needs and resource assessment  
Alex Adaku, James Okello, Blakeley Lowry, Jeremy C. Kane, Stephen Alderman, Seggane Musisi 
and Wietse A. Tol 
Published on: 7 September 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Since December 2013, an armed conflict in South Sudan has resulted in the displacement of 
over 2.2 million people, more than 270,000 of whom are presently in refugee settlements 
located throughout Uganda. Existing literature suggests that refugees are at increased risk for a 
range of mental health and psychosocial problems. There is international consensus on the 
importance of needs and resource assessments to inform potential mental health and 
psychosocial support (MHPSS) interventions. 
Methods 
We conducted a MHPSS needs and resource assessment in Rhino Camp refugee settlement in 
northern Uganda, between June and August 2014. We followed World Health Organization 
(WHO) and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) guidelines for MHPSS 
needs assessments in humanitarian settings. The assessment used a range of methodologies 
including: 1) a desk (literature) review to understand the context for mental health service 
provision; 2) an analysis of data from existing health information systems (HIS); 3) an 
assessment of the current infrastructure for service provision using a shortened version of a 
Who does What Where until When (4Ws); and 4) semi-structured individual and group 
interviews (total n = 86) with key informants (n = 13) and general community members 
(individual interviews n = 28, four focus groups with n = 45). 
Results 
Data from the HIS indicated that visits to health centers in refugee settlements attributable to 
psychotic disorders, severe emotional disorders, and other psychological complaints increased 

http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/9/en/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v42.5/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.6/issuetoc
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
http://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-016-0085-6
http://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-016-0085-6
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following the refugee influx between 2013 and 2014, but overall help-seeking from health 
centers was low compared to estimates from epidemiological studies. In semi-structured 
interviews the three highest ranked mental health and psychosocial problems included 
“overthinking”, ethnic conflict, and child abuse. Other concerns included family separation, drug 
abuse, poverty, and unaccompanied minors. The 4Ws assessment revealed that there were 
very limited MHPSS services available in Rhino Camp. 
Conclusions 
The types of MHPSS problems among South Sudanese refugees in northern Uganda are diverse 
and the burden appears to be considerable, yet there are currently few available services. The 
assessment indicates the need for a range of services addressing social concerns as well as 
varied types of mental conditions. The idiom of “overthinking” may form a useful starting point 
for intervention development and mental health communication. 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
October 2016 - Volume 29 - Issue 5 pp: v-vi,433-537 
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[New issue: No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
August 2016  Volume 16, Issue 2  Pages 61–120 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 24, Number 8 
http://www.developmentinpractice.org/journals/volume-24-number-8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
September 2016   Volume 34, Issue 5  Pages 621–757 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2016.34.issue-5/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 11, Issue 8, 2016  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[New issue: No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume  10  - Issue 04 - August 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-2/issuetoc
http://www.developmentinpractice.org/journals/volume-24-number-8
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2016.34.issue-5/issuetoc
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue
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Disasters 
July 2016  Volume 40, Issue 3  Pages 385–588 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2016.40.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
September 2016, Volume 33, Issue 9  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 22, Number 9—September 2016 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 16,   In Progress   (September 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 1  
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume  144  - Issue 12 - September 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Spring 2016 (Issue 30.1) | March 10, 2016  
http://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/spring-2016-issue-30-1/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 26, Issue 4, 1 August 2016 
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Eurosurveillance 
Volume 21, Issue 36, 08 September 2016 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2016.40.issue-3/issuetoc
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue
http://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/spring-2016-issue-30-1/
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/4
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http://www.eurosurveillance.org/Public/Articles/Archives.aspx?PublicationId=11678 
[No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 63, Pages 1-144 (August 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 8, Issue 4, August 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/8/4/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 43, Issue 2, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 10, Issue 1, Spring 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
June 2016 | Volume 4 | Issue 2  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 11, Issue 9, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 10 September 2016] 
Research 
Mapping of research on maternal health interventions in low- and middle-income countries: a 
review of 2292 publications between 2000 and 2012  
Matthew Chersich, Duane Blaauw, Mari Dumbaugh, Loveday Penn-Kekana, Siphiwe Thwala, 
Leon Bijlmakers, Emily Vargas, Elinor Kern, Josephine Kavanagh, Ashar Dhana, Francisco 
Becerra-Posada, Langelihle Mlotshwa, Victor Becerril-Montekio, Priya Mannava, Stanley 
Luchters, Minh Duc Pham… 

http://www.eurosurveillance.org/Public/Articles/Archives.aspx?PublicationId=11678
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/8/4/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-016-0189-1
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-016-0189-1
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Published on: 6 September 2016 
 
 
Health Affairs  
September 2016; Volume 35, Issue 9  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: Payment Reforms, Prescription Drugs & More 
Global 
Training And Supervision Did Not Meaningfully Improve Quality Of Care For Pregnant Women 
Or Sick Children In Sub-Saharan Africa  
Hannah H. Leslie, Anna Gage, Humphreys Nsona, Lisa R. Hirschhorn, and Margaret E. Kruk 
Health Aff September 2016 35:1716-1724; doi:10.1377/hlthaff.2016.0261  
Abstract 
In-service training courses and supportive supervision of health workers are among the most 
common interventions to improve the quality of health care in low- and middle-income 
countries. Despite extensive investment from donors, evaluations of the long-term effect of 
these two interventions are scarce. We used nationally representative surveys of health systems 
in seven countries in sub-Saharan Africa to examine the association of in-service training and 
supervision with provider quality in antenatal and sick child care. The results of our analysis 
showed that observed quality of care was poor, with fewer than half of evidence-based actions 
completed by health workers, on average. In-service training and supervision were associated 
with quality of sick child care; they were associated with quality of antenatal care only when 
provided jointly. All associations were modest—at most, improvements related to interventions 
were equivalent to 2 additional provider actions out of the 18–40 actions expected per visit. In-
service training and supportive supervision as delivered were not sufficient to meaningfully 
improve the quality of care in these countries. Greater attention to the quality of health 
professional education and national health system performance will be required to provide the 
standard of health care that patients deserve.  
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 18, Issue 1, June 2016 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Section: Tuberculosis and the Right to Health 
in collaboration with the International Human Rights Clinic, University of Chicago Law School 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume  11  - Issue 03 - July 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 31 Issue 7 September 2016  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/35/9/1716.abstract
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/35/9/1716.abstract
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http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
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Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 10 September 2016] 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 38, Number 3, August 2016 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/33958 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Human Vaccines & Immunotherapeutics (formerly Human Vaccines) 
Volume 12, Issue 8, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/khvi20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 66  April 2016 
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-innovation/ 
Special Focus: Humanitarian Innovation 
by Humanitarian Practice Network and Kim Scriven April 2016  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 6, No 1 (2016) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15 
IDRiM Conference Special Issue Articles 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 10 September 2016]  
Research Article 
Bibliometric study of research and development for neglected diseases in the BRICS  
Large numbers of people are suffering from a group of diseases that mainly affect developing 
countries, as there are no available or affordable products for prevention or treatment. 
Research and development (R... 
Jing Bai, Wei Li, Yang-Mu Huang and Yan Guo 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 8 Issue 4 July 2016  
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/33958
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/khvi20/current
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-innovation/
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/15
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
http://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-016-0182-1
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International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 5, Issue 1, 2016  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 17, Pages 1-280 (August 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/17 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 45 Issue 3 June 2016  
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[New issue: No relevant content identified] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
August 2016 Volume 49, p1-210    Open Access 
http://www.ijidonline.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 23, Issue 5, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Summer 2016  Volume 50, Issue 2  Pages 267–533, e17–e32 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
July 2016 - Volume 14 - Issue 2  pp: 96-186 
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 
JAMA  
September 6, 2016, Vol 316, No. 9 
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Editorial  
The Challenge of Latent TB Infection FREE  
Henry M. Blumberg, MD; Joel D. Ernst, MD  
 
US Preventive Services Task Force  

http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/5/1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/17
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.ijidonline.com/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-2/issuetoc
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2547733
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Recommendation Statement  
Screening for Latent Tuberculosis Infection in Adults: US Preventive Services Task Force 
Recommendation Statement FREE  
 
Evidence Report  
Primary Care Screening and Treatment for Latent Tuberculosis Infection in Adults: Evidence 
Report and Systematic Review for the US Preventive Services Task Force FREE  
Leila C. Kahwati, MD, MPH; Cynthia Feltner, MD, MPH; Michael Halpern, MD, PhD, MPH; Carol 
L. Woodell, BSPH; Erin Boland, BA; Halle R. Amick, MSPH; Rachel Palmieri Weber, PhD; Daniel 
E. Jonas, MD, MPH  
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
September 2016, Vol 170, No. 9 
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Editorial 
Infant Protection Against Influenza Through Maternal Immunization: A Call for More 
Immunogenic Vaccines  
Flor M. Munoz, MD  
 
Original Investigation 
Duration of Infant Protection Against Influenza Illness Conferred by Maternal 
Immunization: Secondary Analysis of a Randomized Clinical Trial  
Marta C. Nunes, PhD; Clare L. Cutland, MD; Stephanie Jones, MD; Andrea Hugo, MD; 
Richard Madimabe, BTech; Eric A. F. Simões, MD; Adriana Weinberg, MD; Shabir A. Madhi, MD, 
PhD; for the Maternal Flu Trial Team  
Abstract 
Importance 
Influenza immunization of women during pregnancy protects the young infants against 
influenza illness. The duration of this protection remains unclear. 
Objective 
To evaluate the duration of infant protection conferred by maternal immunization and its 
association with transplacental antibody transfer. 
Design, Setting, and Participants 
Infants born to women who participated in a randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled 
clinical trial in 2011 and 2012 on the safety, immunogenicity, and efficacy of trivalent 
inactivated influenza vaccine (IIV3) during pregnancy were followed up during the first 6 
months of life for polymerase chain reaction (PCR)–confirmed influenza illness. In a secondary 
analysis of a subset of infants, hemagglutination inhibition (HAI) antibodies were measured. 
The study was performed at a single center in South Africa. The secondary analysis was 
performed in October 2014. 
Exposure 
Maternal immunization for influenza. 
Main Outcomes and Measures 
The vaccine’s efficacy against PCR-confirmed influenza illness and the percentage of infants 
with HAI titers of 1:40 or more by age group. 
Results 
There were 1026 infants (47.2% female) born to IIV3 recipients and 1023 infants (47.3% 
female) born to placebo recipients who were included in the analysis of the vaccine’s efficacy. 
The vaccine’s efficacy against PCR-confirmed influenza illness was highest among infants 8 

http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2547762
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2547762
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2547761
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2547761
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2531456
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weeks of age or younger at 85.6% (95% CI, 38.3%-98.4%) and decreased with increasing age 
to 25.5% (95% CI, −67.9% to 67.8%) among infants 8 to 16 weeks of age and to 30.3% 
(95% CI, −154.9% to 82.6%) among infants 16 to 24 weeks of age. Similarly, in the IIV3 
group, the percentage of infants with HAI titers of 1:40 or more to the influenza vaccine strains 
decreased from more than 56% in the first week of life to less than 40% at 16 weeks of age 
and less than 10.0% at 24 weeks of age. 
Conclusions and Relevance 
Maternal immunization conferred protection against infection in the infants for a limited period 
during early life. The lack of protection beyond 8 weeks of age correlated with a decrease in 
maternally derived antibodies. 
Trial Registration 
clinicaltrials.gov Identifier: NCT01306669 
 
 
JBI Database of Systematic Reviews and Implementation Reports  
July 2016 - Volume 14 - Issue 7  pp: 1-274 
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 41, Issue 5, October 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/41/5/page/1 
[New issue: No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development 
Volume 6 Issue 2  2016  ISSN: 2044-1266 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/6/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 122, Pages 1-228 (September 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/122 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Journal of Environmental Management 
Volume 182,   In Progress   (1 November 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03014797 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
October 2016, Volume 70, Issue 10 
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
Theory and methods 
Harmonising summary measures of population health using global survey instruments  
Nicolas Berger, Jean-Marie Robine, Toshiyuki Ojima, Jennifer Madans, Herman Van Oyen 

http://clinicaltrials.gov/show/NCT01306669
http://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/41/5/page/1
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jchmsd/6/2
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J Epidemiol Community Health 2016;70:1039-1044 Published Online First: 10 May 2016 
doi:10.1136/jech-2015-206870  
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 2, Issue 3, 2016 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
research article 
Child Sex-Trafficking Recognition, Intervention, and Referral: An Educational Framework for the 
Development of Health-Care-Provider Education Programs 
23 Aug 2016 
Cathy L. Miller, Gloria Duke & Sally Northam 
 
research article 
International Sporting Events and Human Trafficking: Effects of Mega-Events on a State’s 
Capacity to Address Human Trafficking 
23 Aug 2016 
Zack Bowersox 
 

book review 
Review of International Sex Trafficking of Women & Children – Understanding the Global 
Epidemic 
02 Aug 2016 
Yvon Dandurand 
 

book review 
Review of Global Human Trafficking: Critical Issues and Contexts 
02 Aug 2016 
Benjamin Thomas Greer 
 

 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 2, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Infectious Diseases (JGID)  
July-September 2016  Volume 8 | Issue 3   Page Nos. 95-126 
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 27, Number 3, August 2016 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/33980 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2015.1133990
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Volume 6 Issue 2  2016 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/6/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 18, Issue 5, October 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/18/5/page/1 
Original Paper 
Latent Tuberculosis Infection Among Immigrant and Refugee Children Arriving in the United 
States: 2010  
Eboni M. Taylor, John Painter, Drew L. Posey… 
 
Original Paper 
Behavioral and Environmental Explanations of Elevated Blood Lead Levels in Immigrant Children 
and Children of Immigrants  
Stan A. Kaplowitz, Harry Perlstadt…  
 
Original Paper 
Immunization Coverage in Migrant School Children Along the Thailand-Myanmar Border  
Aiko Kaji, Daniel M. Parker, Cindy S. Chu… 
 
Original Paper 
HPV Vaccine and Latino Immigrant Parents: If They Offer It, We Will Get It  
Abraham Aragones, Margaux Genoff… 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 14, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
Special Issue: Social Mobilization and Political Participation in the Diaspora During 
the “Arab Spring 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 214 Issue 6 September 15, 2016  
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
EDITORIAL COMMENTARIES 
Editor's choice: Dengue Vaccine: The Need, the Challenges, and Progress  
Alan L. Rothman and Francis A. Ennis 
J Infect Dis. (2016) 214 (6): 825-827 doi:10.1093/infdis/jiw068  
 
Public Health Benefits of Routine Human Papillomavirus Vaccination for Adults in the 
Netherlands: A Mathematical Modeling Study  
Suzette M. Matthijsse, Jan A. C. Hontelez, Steffie K. Naber, Kirsten Rozemeijer, Inge M. C. M. 
de Kok, Roel Bakker, Marjolein van Ballegooijen, Joost van Rosmalen, and Sake J. de Vlas 
J Infect Dis. (2016) 214 (6): 854-861 doi:10.1093/infdis/jiw256  
 
 

http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/6/2
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/18/5/page/1
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-015-0273-2
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-015-0273-2
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22John+Painter%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Drew+L.+Posey%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-015-0243-8
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-015-0243-8
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Harry+Perlstadt%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-015-0294-x
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Daniel+M.+Parker%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Cindy+S.+Chu%22
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-015-0225-x
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Margaux+Genoff%22
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/214/6/825.extract
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/214/6/854.abstract
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/214/6/854.abstract
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Journal of International Development 
August 2016  Volume 28, Issue 6 Pages 825–1010 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v28.6/issuetoc 
Research Articles 
Training Professionals and Eroding Relationships: Donors, Aids Care and Development in Urban 
Zambia (pages 827–844) 
Amy S. Patterson 
Version of Record online: 26 APR 2016 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.3222 
 
Research Articles 
Determinants and Trends of Socioeconomic Inequality in Child Malnutrition: The Case of 
Mozambique, 1996–2011 (pages 857–875) 
Vincenzo Salvucci 
Version of Record online: 6 AUG 2015 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.3135 
 
Field Report 
Deregulation and Access to Medicines: the Peruvian Experience (pages 997–1005) 
Joan Costa Font 
Version of Record online: 10 APR 2015 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.3096 
Abstract 
How does the deregulation of medicine influence access to drugs? This paper provides an 
economic policy assessment of the effects of medicine deregulation drawing on the Peruvian 
experience between 1991 and 2006. As in other low-income countries, health insurance 
development is inadequate, drug expenditure is mostly paid out-of-pocket and approximately 
one third of the Peruvian population has limited access to ‘essential medicines’. Market 
deregulation in this context could have exerted an impact on prices and hence reduce access to 
medicines. Based on this evidence, we find that product and price deregulation of the medicines 
market appears to have reduced consumer trust of locally produced medicines and incentivised 
a switch to branded and more expensive drugs. The latter resulted in a drug price spike, which 
in turn further decreased access to medicines. 
 
 
The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics  
Winter 2015  Volume 43, Issue 4  Pages 673–913 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-4/issuetoc 
Special Issue: SYMPOSIUM: Harmonizing Privacy Laws to Enable International 
Biobank Research: Part I 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
September 2016, Volume 42, Issue 9  
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Journal of Operations Management 
Volume 45, Pages 1-134 (July 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963 
Special Issue on Humanitarian Operations Management  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v28.6/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.3222/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.3222/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.3135/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.3135/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.3096/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-4/issuetoc
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02726963
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 3, Issue 3 (2016) 
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 5 Issue 10 September 2016  
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
September 2016 Volume 176, p1-228  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[New issue; No relevant digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 37, Issue 3, August 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/41271/37/3/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
01 June 2016; volume 13, issue 119 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Sep 10, 2016 Volume 388 Number 10049 p1025-1128   e2-e3  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Series 
HIV and related infections in prisoners 
Global burden of HIV, viral hepatitis, and tuberculosis in prisoners and detainees 
Kate Dolan, Andrea L Wirtz, Babak Moazen, Martial Ndeffo-mbah, Alison Galvani, Stuart A 
Kinner, Ryan Courtney, Martin McKee, Joseph J Amon, Lisa Maher, Margaret Hellard, Chris 
Beyrer, Fredrick L Altice 
 
HIV and related infections in prisoners 
Clinical care of incarcerated people with HIV, viral hepatitis, or tuberculosis 
Josiah D Rich, Curt G Beckwith, Alexandria Macmadu, Brandon D L Marshall, Lauren Brinkley-
Rubinstein, Joseph J Amon, M-J Milloy, Maximilian R F King, Jorge Sanchez, Lukoye Atwoli, 
Frederick L Altice 
 
HIV and related infections in prisoners 

http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.jpeds.com/current
http://link.springer.com/journal/41271/37/3/page/1
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2816%2930466-4/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2816%2930379-8/fulltext
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Prevention of transmission of HIV, hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus, and tuberculosis in 
prisoners 
Adeeba Kamarulzaman, Stewart E Reid, Amee Schwitters, Lucas Wiessing, Nabila El-Bassel, 
Kate Dolan, Babak Moazen, Andrea L Wirtz, Annette Verster, Frederick L Altice 
1115 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Sep 2016 Volume 4 Number 9 e579-e662  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Sep 2016 Volume 16 Number 9 p981-1084  e178-e201  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 20, Issue 9, September 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/20/9/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
August 2016; 36 (6)  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
June 2016  Volume 94, Issue 2  Pages 225–435 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.2016.94.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 537 Number 7619 pp137-1906  8 September 2016 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
[New issue; No relevant digest content identified] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
September 2016, Volume 22 No 9 pp963-1061 
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n9/index.html 
[New issue; No relevant digest content identified] 
 
 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2816%2930769-3/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2816%2930769-3/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/20/9/page/1
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.2016.94.issue-2/issuetoc
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n9/index.html


   

: 
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

New England Journal of Medicine 
September 8, 2016  Vol. 375 No. 10 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
Need for a New Lyme Disease Vaccine 
S.A. Plotkin 
   Despite the development of two vaccines against Borrelia burgdorferi, the bacterium that 
causes Lyme disease, there is no such vaccine currently on the market. But the problem of 
Lyme disease is large and growing. Fortunately, the future seems reasonably bright for new 
vaccines. 
 
Review Article 
The Changing Face of Clinical Trials: The Primary Outcome Is Positive — Is That Good Enough? 
S.J. Pocock and G.W. Stone 
   There is a natural tendency to simplify the findings of a clinical trial into a binary conclusion: 
“Was there a positive outcome — or not?” In order to address this question with some 
objectivity, attention is typically focused on whether the prespecified measure of success for the 
primary outcome has been met — that is, whether a P value of less than 0.05 has been 
achieved for the difference in treatments. In reality, a more nuanced interpretation requires a 
thorough examination of the totality of the evidence, including secondary end points, safety 
issues, and the size and quality of the trial. In this article, which focuses on the evaluation of 
“positive” studies — as in our previous article,1 which focused on the appraisal of “negative” 
studies — our intent is to facilitate a more sophisticated and balanced interpretation of trial 
evidence. Again, we make our points using examples from trials involving cardiovascular 
disease (our area of expertise), but the messages can be easily applied to other subject areas. 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
August 2016; 45 (4)  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
OxMo Vol. 6, No. 1 
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Pediatrics  
September 2016, VOLUME 138 / ISSUE 3 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/138/2?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 34, Issue 9, September 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/34/9/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1607146
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra1601511
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra1601511#ref1
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/138/2?current-issue=y
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/34/9/page/1
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PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 10 September 2016] 
[No new content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
(Accessed 10 September 2016) 
Isolation of Zika Virus Imported from Tonga into Australia 
September 7, 2016 · Research Article  
Introduction: The globally emergent Zika virus (ZIKV) is a threat to Australia, given the number 
of imported cases from epidemic regions and the presence of competent mosquito vectors. We 
report the isolation of ZIKV from a female traveler who recently returned from Tonga to 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia in 2016. 
Methods: A specific TaqMan real-time reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction assay 
(RT-PCR) assay was used to detect ZIKV in serum and urine samples. Conventional cell culture 
techniques and suckling mice were employed in an attempt to isolate ZIKV from serum and 
urine. 
Results: A ZIKV isolate (TS17-2016) was recovered from the serum sample after one passage in 
suckling mouse brains and harvested 11 days post inoculation. Phylogenetic analysis of 
complete envelope (E) gene sequences demonstrated TS17-2016 shared 99.9% nucleotide 
identity with other contemporary sequences from Tonga 2016, Brazil 2015 and French Polynesia 
2013 within the Asian lineage. 
Discussion: This is the first known report of successful isolation of ZIKV from a human clinical 
sample in Australia and the first from a traveler from Tonga. This study highlights the potential 
difficulties in isolating ZIKV from acute clinical samples using conventional cell culture 
techniques, particularly in non-endemic countries like Australia where access to samples of 
sufficient viral load is limited. The successful isolation of TS17-2016 will be essential for 
continued investigations of ZIKV transmission and pathogenicity and will enable the 
advancement of new preventative control measures extremely relevant to the Australian and 
Pacific region. 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 10 September 2016)  
Research Article  
Sex Differences in Tuberculosis Burden and Notifications in Low- and Middle-Income Countries: 
A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis  
Katherine C. Horton, Peter MacPherson, Rein M. G. J. Houben, Richard G. White, Elizabeth L. 
Corbett  
| published 06 Sep 2016 PLOS Medicine  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002119  
 
A Médecins Sans Frontières Ethics Framework for Humanitarian Innovation  
Julian Sheather, Kiran Jobanputra, Doris Schopper, John Pringle, Sarah Venis, Sidney Wong, 
Robin Vincent-Smith  
Health in Action | published 06 Sep 2016 PLOS Medicine  

http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/article/isolation-of-zika-virus-imported-from-tonga-into-australia/
http://www.plosmedicine.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002119
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002119
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002111
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002111  
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
[Accessed 10 September 2016]  
Research Article  
The Global Economic and Health Burden of Human Hookworm Infection  
Sarah M. Bartsch, Peter J. Hotez, Lindsey Asti, Kristina M. Zapf, Maria Elena Bottazzi, David J. 
Diemert, Bruce Y. Lee  
published 08 Sep 2016 PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0004922  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 10 September 2016]  
Research Article  
Challenges of Estimating the Annual Caseload of Severe Acute Malnutrition: The Case of Niger  
Hedwig Deconinck, Anaïs Pesonen, Mahaman Hallarou, Jean-Christophe Gérard, André Briend, 
Philippe Donnen, Jean Macq  
Research Article | published 08 Sep 2016 PLOS ONE  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0162534  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
(Accessed 10 September 2016) 
Sufficient trial size to inform clinical practice 
Charles F. Manskia,1 and Aleksey Tetenovb,c 
Author Affiliations 
Contributed by Charles F. Manski, July 23, 2016 (sent for review May 20, 2016; reviewed by 
Keisuke Hirano and David Meltzer) 
Significance 
A core objective of trials comparing alternative medical treatments is to inform treatment choice 
in clinical practice, and yet conventional practice in designing trials has been to choose a 
sample size that yields specified statistical power. Power, a concept in the theory of hypothesis 
testing, is at most loosely connected to effective treatment choice. This paper develops an 
alternative principle for trial design that aims to directly benefit medical decision making. We 
propose choosing a sample size that enables implementation of near-optimal treatment rules. 
Near optimality means that treatment choices are suitably close to the best that could be 
achieved if clinicians were to know with certainty mean treatment response in their patient 
populations.  
Abstract 
Medical research has evolved conventions for choosing sample size in randomized clinical trials 
that rest on the theory of hypothesis testing. Bayesian statisticians have argued that trials 
should be designed to maximize subjective expected utility in settings of clinical interest. This 
perspective is compelling given a credible prior distribution on treatment response, but there is 
rarely consensus on what the subjective prior beliefs should be. We use Wald’s frequentist 

http://www.plosntds.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0004922
http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0162534
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/09/01/1612174113.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/09/01/1612174113.abstract#aff-1
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/09/01/1612174113.abstract#corresp-1
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/09/01/1612174113.abstract#aff-2
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/09/01/1612174113.abstract#aff-3
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statistical decision theory to study design of trials under ambiguity. We show that ε-optimal 
rules exist when trials have large enough sample size. An ε-optimal rule has expected welfare 
within ε of the welfare of the best treatment in every state of nature. Equivalently, it has 
maximum regret no larger than ε. We consider trials that draw predetermined numbers of 
subjects at random within groups stratified by covariates and treatments. We report exact 
results for the special case of two treatments and binary outcomes. We give simple sufficient 
conditions on sample sizes that ensure existence of ε-optimal treatment rules when there are 
multiple treatments and outcomes are bounded. These conditions are obtained by application of 
Hoeffding large deviations inequalities to evaluate the performance of empirical success rules.  
 
Men’s status and reproductive success in 33 nonindustrial societies: Effects of subsistence, 
marriage system, and reproductive strategy  
Christopher R. von Ruedena,1 and Adrian V. Jaeggib 
Author Affiliations 
Edited by Kristen Hawkes, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT, and approved July 19, 2016 
(received for review April 28, 2016)  
Significance 
Much of human behavior results from a desire for social status. From an evolutionary 
perspective, answering the question of why we pursue status must consider how status affects 
reproduction, especially in nonindustrial societies with natural fertility. In a metaanalysis of 288 
results from 33 nonindustrial populations, we find that status is significantly associated with 
men’s reproductive success, consistent with an evolved basis for status pursuit. Status 
hierarchies have changed dramatically throughout human history, yet we find that the 
association between status and reproductive success does not depend on subsistence category 
(foraging, horticulture, pastoralism, agriculture) or how status is measured. These findings 
suggest no significant increase in selection on status-enhancing traits with the domestication of 
plants and animals.  
Abstract 
Social status motivates much of human behavior. However, status may have been a relatively 
weak target of selection for much of human evolution if ancestral foragers tended to be more 
egalitarian. We test the “egalitarianism hypothesis” that status has a significantly smaller effect 
on reproductive success (RS) in foragers compared with nonforagers. We also test between 
alternative male reproductive strategies, in particular whether reproductive benefits of status 
are due to lower offspring mortality (parental investment) or increased fertility (mating effort). 
We performed a phylogenetic multilevel metaanalysis of 288 statistical associations between 
measures of male status (physical formidability, hunting ability, material wealth, political 
influence) and RS (mating success, wife quality, fertility, offspring mortality, and number of 
surviving offspring) from 46 studies in 33 nonindustrial societies. We found a significant overall 
effect of status on RS (r = 0.19), though this effect was significantly lower than for nonhuman 
primates (r = 0.80). There was substantial variation due to marriage system and measure of 
RS, in particular status associated with offspring mortality only in polygynous societies (r = 
−0.08), and with wife quality only in monogamous societies (r = 0.15). However, the effects of 
status on RS did not differ significantly by status measure or subsistence type: foraging, 
horticulture, pastoralism, and agriculture. These results suggest that traits that facilitate status 
acquisition were not subject to substantially greater selection with domestication of plants and 
animals, and are part of reproductive strategies that enhance fertility more than offspring well-
being.  
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/08/30/1606800113.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/08/30/1606800113.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/08/30/1606800113.abstract#corresp-1
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/08/30/1606800113.abstract#aff-2
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Volume  31  - Issue 04 - August 2016 
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=PDM&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 89, Pages 1-348 (August 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/89 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 9 Issue 10 September 2016  
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 131  Issue Number 4  July/August 2016 
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
September 2016; 26 (11)  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: HIV & Sexual Health [13 artticles] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 35 Issue 10 September 2016  
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 10 September 2016] 
Research 
Maternal morbidity associated with violence and maltreatment from husbands and in-laws: 
findings from Indian slum communities  
Jay G. Silverman, Donta Balaiah, Julie Ritter, Anindita Dasgupta, Sabrina C. Boyce, Michele R. 
Decker, D. D. Naik, Saritha Nair, Niranjan Saggurti and Anita Raj 
Published on: 8 September 2016 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
Recently Published Articles - July  

https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=PDM&tab=currentissue
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/89
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://phr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
http://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0223-z
http://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0223-z
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http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
August 2016  Volume 36, Issue 8  Pages 1511–1681 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2016.36.issue-8/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
Volume 9, 2016 
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56 
[Accessed 10 September 2016] 
No new content identified] 
 
 
Science  
09 September 2016  Vol 353, Issue 6304 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial 
Ebola and Zika: Cautionary tales 
By Michael T. Osterholm 
Science09 Sep 2016 : 1073  
Summary 
The emergence of Zika in the Americas is a stark reminder of how quickly public health 
challenges of infectious diseases can change. The need for a safe and effective vaccine is 
immediate. Yet, like the Ebola epidemic 2 years ago, we find ourselves without a vaccine to 
combat this latest threat. When surveillance points to a possible emergence of a new infectious 
disease of potential public health importance, we need procedural and funding mechanisms that 
can quickly identify candidate vaccines and drive research and development toward licensure 
and production. Even if such a vaccine is not yet licensed, having it ready for immediate large 
trials when a regional crisis occurs will be a major advantage over our current reactive system. 
 
Editorial 
Zika vaccine trials 
By Marc Lipsitch, Benjamin J. Cowling 
Science09 Sep 2016 : 1094-1095 Full Access 
There are new and familiar challenges in the race for timely and effective vaccines 
Summary 
Promising data for candidate vaccines against Zika virus infection reported by Abbink et al. (1) 
on page 1129 of this issue raise hopes that one or more Zika virus vaccines may soon be ready 
for efficacy trials. Recent years have seen a barrage of emerging infectious diseases, including 
those caused by new pathogens such as Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) coronavirus, 
and those that are newly salient because of increased geographic spread, higher incidence, or 
genetic change, such as influenza A(H1N1)pdm09, Ebola virus, and Zika virus. Developing 
effective vaccines is a central goal for such pathogens. 
 
Research Articles 
Protective efficacy of multiple vaccine platforms against Zika virus challenge in rhesus monkeys 

http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2016.36.issue-8/issuetoc
https://www.dovepress.com/risk-management-and-healthcare-policy-archive56
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/353/6304/1073
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/353/6304/1073
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/353/6304/1094
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/353/6304/1094
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/353/6304/1129
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/353/6304/1129
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By Peter Abbink, Rafael A. Larocca, Rafael A. De La Barrera, Christine A. Bricault, Edward T. 
Moseley, Michael Boyd, Marinela Kirilova, Zhenfeng Li, David Ng’ang’a, Ovini Nanayakkara, 
Ramya Nityanandam, Noe B. Mercado, Erica N. Borducchi, Arshi Agarwal, Amanda L. Brinkman, 
Crystal Cabral, Abishek Chandrashekar, Patricia B. Giglio, David Jetton, Jessica Jimenez, 
Benjamin C. Lee, Shanell Mojta, Katherine Molloy, Mayuri Shetty, George H. Neubauer, Kathryn 
E. Stephenson, Jean Pierre S. Peron, Paolo M. de A. Zanotto, Johnathan Misamore, Brad 
Finneyfrock, Mark G. Lewis, Galit Alter, Kayvon Modjarrad, Richard G. Jarman, Kenneth H. 
Eckels, Nelson L. Michael, Stephen J. Thomas, Dan H. Barouch 
Science09 Sep 2016 : 1129-1132  
Abstract 
Zika virus (ZIKV) is responsible for a major ongoing epidemic in the Americas and has been 
causally associated with fetal microcephaly. The development of a safe and effective ZIKV 
vaccine is therefore an urgent global health priority. Here we demonstrate that three different 
vaccine platforms protect against ZIKV challenge in rhesus monkeys. A purified inactivated virus 
vaccine induced ZIKV-specific neutralizing antibodies and completely protected monkeys against 
ZIKV strains from both Brazil and Puerto Rico. Purified immunoglobulin from vaccinated 
monkeys also conferred passive protection in adoptive transfer studies. A plasmid DNA vaccine 
and a single-shot recombinant rhesus adenovirus serotype 52 vector vaccine, both expressing 
ZIKV premembrane and envelope, also elicited neutralizing antibodies and completely protected 
monkeys against ZIKV challenge. These data support the rapid clinical development of ZIKV 
vaccines for humans. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 160, Pages 1-130 (July 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/160 
[Reviewed earlier 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 10 September 2016] 
 [No new content identified] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Summer 2016  Volume 14, Number 3  
http://ssir.org/issue/summer_2016 
   The digital revolution is sweeping through society. Nonprofit organizations and social 
businesses have been slower to adapt to these technological changes than for-profit 
businesses, but many are beginning to do so. In the summer 2016 issue of Stanford Social 
Innovation Review there are two articles that address this topic: “Upgrading a Network” and 
“Using Data for Action and for Impact.” 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 8, Issue 8 (August 2016)  
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/160
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
http://ssir.org/issue/summer_2016
http://ssir.org/articles/entry/upgrading_a_network
http://www.ssir.org/articles/entry/using_data_for_action_and_for_impact
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/6
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TORTURE Journal 
Volume 26, Nr. 2, 2016 
http://www.irct.org/Default.aspx?ID=5768 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
September 2016  Volume 21, Issue 9  Pages 1059–1196 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2016.21.issue-9/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LIII No. 2 2016  August 2016  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Sport Aims for the Goals 
It is well known that physical activity improves personal health and well-being, but the benefits 
of sport to society are less apparent. This issue of the Chronicle explores the ways in which 
sport can enable individuals and communities to build a stronger, more harmonious world. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 11, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°80 - July 2016 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/80/ 
World Heritage in Turkey  
   The 40th session of the World Heritage Committee is taking place in Istanbul from 10 to 20 
July 2016, and we are extremely grateful to Turkey for generously hosting this session.  
 
 

:: Google Scholar and other sources 
 
Production and Operations Management 
Accepted manuscript online: 31 August 2016 
Original Article 
Multi‐Treatment Inventory Allocation in Humanitarian Health Settings Under 
Funding Constraints 
KV Natarajan, JM Swaminathan - Production and Operations Management, 2016 
Abstract 
In humanitarian operations, the amount of funding received and the timing and predictability of 
funding strongly influence program performance. In this paper, we study the problem of 
allocating inventory procured using donor funding to patients in different health states over a 

http://www.irct.org/Default.aspx?ID=5768
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2016.21.issue-9/issuetoc
http://unchronicle.un.org/
https://unchronicle.un.org/issue/sport-aims-goals
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/80/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/80/
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/poms.12634/full&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm1rf66LRCBXYaF3jE5zcRbDEVt9QQ&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/poms.12634/full&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm1rf66LRCBXYaF3jE5zcRbDEVt9QQ&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt


   

: 
Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

finite horizon with the objective of minimizing the number of disease{adjusted life periods lost. 
The funding received and the number of new patients of different health states entering the 
program in every period could be unpredictable and hence, resource allocation and rationing 
assume significance in this setting. We use a stochastic dynamic programming model with 
financial constraints to analyze the inventory allocation problem. We demonstrate that the 
optimal allocation policy is state-dependent, provide analytical results regarding the impact of 
funding timing and funding variability in our problem context, and develop two heuristics for the 
inventory allocation problem. Our computational study indicates that the two heuristics perform 
reasonably well against the full-information lower bound (roughly 5% gap on average) and in 
many instances, they offer significant benefits over the first-come-first-serve heuristic 
frequently used in practice. We also provide computational insights regarding the impact of 
funding timing and funding level on program performance. Our analysis indicates that for short 
planning horizons (up to 4 periods), receiving additional funding is beneficial even if the funding 
is delayed while for medium to long planning horizons, there exist situations where receiving 
less overall funding in a timely manner might be better than receiving more total funding in a 
delayed fashion. 
 
 
Evidence & Policy: A Journal of Research, Debate and Practice 
Volume 12, Number 3, August 2016, pp. 405-430(26) 
Concepts and practices for the democratisation of knowledge generation in research 
partnerships for sustainable development 
Ott, Cordula1; Kiteme, Boniface2 
Abstract: 
In response to the development and climate crisis of the Anthropocene, world leaders at the 
2015 UN Sustainable Development Summit in New York have reconfirmed the urgency of a 
sustainability transformation. This paper shows how a strong conceptualisation of sustainability 
can guide scientists in contributing to this transformation. The Eastern and Southern Africa 
Partnership Programme (1999–2015) offers experiences in framing and implementing research 
as a transdisciplinary future-forming process. Its procedural, reflexive programme design 
proved adequate to support the democratisation of knowledge generation. This fostered 
evidence-based contextualised knowledge and corresponding institutions, and strengthened the 
future-forming capacity of all partners involved. 
 
 
Global Education Review 
3(3), 2016 
Being Untaught: How NGO Field Workers Empower Parents of Children with 
Disabilities in Dadaab 
A Krupar   
Abstract 
Roughly 350,000 refugees, over 90% of them Somali, lived in five sprawling camps in Dadaab, 
Kenya in 2015. In the Dadaab refugee camps, families had unique experiences of disability, 
education, women’s roles, and involvement with International Non-Governmental Organization 
(INGO) programming. INGOs provided a variety of basic services including education such as 
the program analyzed here for parents of children with disabilities. Many children with 
disabilities in the refugee camps faced social stigma and lacked access to education. This 
research draws on practices and literature in family literacy and parental involvement 
programming to explore how one NGO training sought to empower women learners to send 
their children with disabilities to school in Kambioos, the smallest and newest refugee camp in 

http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/tpp/ep/2016/00000012/00000003/art00006&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm0GK3F-C6G-jJpCB8aB88vl8SCLFA&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/tpp/ep/2016/00000012/00000003/art00006&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm0GK3F-C6G-jJpCB8aB88vl8SCLFA&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/tpp/ep/2016/00000012/00000003/art00006#aff_1
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/tpp/ep/2016/00000012/00000003/art00006#aff_2
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://ger.mercy.edu/index.php/ger/article/download/225/207&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm2I_9G2gYiaDJo8vrrdewQ9jnheIQ&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://ger.mercy.edu/index.php/ger/article/download/225/207&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm2I_9G2gYiaDJo8vrrdewQ9jnheIQ&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
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Dadaab. Using ethnographic methods, one training program involving parents and children was 
video-taped. The video was used as a cue to interview field workers about how the training 
empowered parents, particularly mothers. The study found that empowerment of women 
through training for parents of children with disabilities centered on parents’ interaction with 
formal schools and engagement in their communities. 

   

 
The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics 
September 2016 vol. 44 no. 3 371-380 
Vulnerable Subjects: Why Does Informed Consent Matter? 
M Goodwin   
Abstract 
This special issue of the Journal Law, Medicine & Ethics takes up the concern of informed 
consent, particularly in times of controversy. The dominant moral dilemmas that frame 
traditional bioethical concerns address medical experimentation on vulnerable subjects; 
physicians assisting their patients in suicide or euthanasia; scarce resource allocation and 
medical futility; human trials to develop drugs; organ and tissue donation; cloning; 
xenotransplantation; abortion; human enhancement; mandatory vaccination; and much more. 
The term “bioethics” provides a lens, language, and guideposts to the study of medical ethics. 
It is worth noting, however, that medical experimentation is neither new nor exclusive to one 
country. Authors in this issue address thorny subjects that span borders and patients: from 
matters dealing with children and vaccination to the language and perception of consent.  
 
 
International Journal of Globalisation and Small Business  
Volume 8, Issue 2  
Virtual museums: international strategies and digital innovation management in 
global competition-an overview 
Paolo Esposito, Paolo Ricci 
Abstract 
During the early 90s and in the last 30 years, researchers, scholars and professionals focussed 
their attention on management practices, tools and models referring to arts and cultural 
heritage organisations (Peacock et al., 1982; Esposito, 2013; Esposito and Ricci, 2015) as well 
as on the development of new and different organisational forms under pressure from the New 
Public Management. These studies aimed at analysing, developing and proposing different 
conceptual and management frameworks within a context characterised by increasing scarcity 
of financial resources in addition to regulatory complexity. The work aims to achieve the 
research objectives through an inductive/deductive research method. The purpose of this paper 
is to provide an analysis of the growing phenomenon represented by the 'Cultural Heritage 
Management' of archaeological sites, observing and discussing international strategies and 
innovation management of virtual museums in global competition, supporting users and 
different generations of users 'accessibility' to services and cultural products. 
 
 
Gateways: International Journal of Community Research and Engagement 
Vol 9, No 1 (2016) 
Engaging youth in post-disaster research: Lessons learned from a creative methods 
approach 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5130/ijcre.v9i1.4875 
Lori Peek, Jennifer Tobin-Gurley, Robin S Cox, Leila Scannell, Sarah Fletcher, Cheryl Heykoop  

http://scholar.google.com/scholar_share?hl=en&oi=scholaralrt&ss=gp&url=http://ger.mercy.edu/index.php/ger/article/download/225/207&rt=Being+Untaught:+How+NGO+Field+Workers+Empower+Parents+of+Children+with+Disabilities+in+Dadaab&scisig=AAGBfm3IKPALnZ7gNXUiuNb0J7WI0LtWuA
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_share?hl=en&oi=scholaralrt&ss=fb&url=http://ger.mercy.edu/index.php/ger/article/download/225/207&rt=Being+Untaught:+How+NGO+Field+Workers+Empower+Parents+of+Children+with+Disabilities+in+Dadaab&scisig=AAGBfm3IKPALnZ7gNXUiuNb0J7WI0LtWuA
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_share?hl=en&oi=scholaralrt&ss=tw&url=http://ger.mercy.edu/index.php/ger/article/download/225/207&rt=Being+Untaught:+How+NGO+Field+Workers+Empower+Parents+of+Children+with+Disabilities+in+Dadaab&scisig=AAGBfm3IKPALnZ7gNXUiuNb0J7WI0LtWuA
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://lme.sagepub.com/content/44/3/371.abstract&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm20YAHInZs85MkfV6kyybHDRukurg&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://www.inderscienceonline.com/doi/abs/10.1504/IJGSB.2016.078811&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm1SRxu2g1NI5_57ArL6TjCPXGXEKQ&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://www.inderscienceonline.com/doi/abs/10.1504/IJGSB.2016.078811&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm1SRxu2g1NI5_57ArL6TjCPXGXEKQ&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://epress-dev.lib.uts.edu.au/journals/index.php/ijcre/article/view/4875&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm3fQ1--xAi-r-W3zcUnwj3TpqXeig&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://epress-dev.lib.uts.edu.au/journals/index.php/ijcre/article/view/4875&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm3fQ1--xAi-r-W3zcUnwj3TpqXeig&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
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Abstract 
Children and youth often demonstrate resilience and capacity in the face of disasters. Yet, they 
are typically not given the opportunities to engage in youth-driven research and lack access to 
official channels through which to contribute their perspectives to policy and practice during the 
recovery process. To begin to fill this void in research and action, this multi-site research project 
engaged youth from disaster-affected communities in Canada and the United States. This article 
presents a flexible youth-centric workshop methodology that uses participatory and arts-based 
methods to elicit and explore youth’s disaster and recovery experiences. The opportunities and 
challenges associated with initiating and maintaining partnerships, reciprocity and youth-adult 
power differentials using arts-based methods, and sustaining engagement in post-disaster 
settings, are discussed. Ultimately, this work contributes to further understanding of the 
methods being used to conduct research for, with, and about youth. 
 
 
University of Oslo - Master thesis 
Mental health in and psychosocial support for humanitarian field workers. A 
literature review 
S Nordahl  
http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-54604 [May not be currently available] 
Abstract 
Objective: To describe the current research literature on mental health and psychosocial 
support (MHPSS) concerning humanitarian field workers. Method: Using a scoping review 
method, a search was conducted in eight electronic bibliographic databases, yielding 5185 
references. Grey literature was identified by snowballing relevant websites and hand searching 
key journals, adding another two records. Ancestry search of key references added twelve. 
After removing duplicates and screening by selection criteria, a final 73 records were selected 
for the review. Results: The knowledge base is modest, but has seen rapid growth over the last 
decade. Cross-sectional retrospective designs are overrepresented. Most study humanitarian 
workers, only a few investigate organizations. The majority is interested in stressors, risk 
factors and adverse health, and fewer studies look for health benefits. Western expatriate staff 
are overrepresented, as are workers with professional health backgrounds. Humanitarians 
experience elevated rates of exposure to traumatic and chronic stressors, and seeming 
consequences are post-traumatic stress symptoms, anxiety, depression and burnout. Key risk 
factors are young age, inexperience, lack of training and a spectrum of organizational factors. 
Protective factors are training and social support systems. Humanitarians also experience 
notable work related wellbeing, benefits and growth. Ethical distress, moral dilemmas and inner 
conflict is a major theme arising from qualitative studies. Conclusions: Main findings adhere 
with the psycho-trauma literature at large, and with findings on related professions. The 
humanitarian work experience is characterized by complex distress and growth, which warrants 
further studies. There is particular need for more research on organizations as such, leadership, 
national staff, staff with non-health professional backgrounds, as well as the distinct and 
complicated ethical experiences of humanitarian workers. 
 
 
Journal on Migration and Human Security 
Volume 4 Number 3 (2016): 76-82 
Rethinking the Assumptions of Refugee Policy: Beyond Individualism to the 
Challenge of Inclusive Communities 
George Rupp 
Executive Summary 

http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=https://www.duo.uio.no/handle/10852/51080&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm0L1jbpo9XfDqYY-dsOzSpiYNLG0Q&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=https://www.duo.uio.no/handle/10852/51080&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm0L1jbpo9XfDqYY-dsOzSpiYNLG0Q&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-54604
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://jmhs.cmsny.org/index.php/jmhs/article/view/63&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm23cqqbYkqKLsysvr0PEwbi7YX4Hg&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://jmhs.cmsny.org/index.php/jmhs/article/view/63&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm23cqqbYkqKLsysvr0PEwbi7YX4Hg&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
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The values of individualism developed in the post-Enlightenment West are at the core of the 
contemporary refugee protection system. While enormously powerful, this tradition assigns 
priority to the individual as distinguished from the community. Based on patterns established in 
centuries of religious thought and practice as well as on the insights of key thinkers in the 
tradition of Western individualism, this paper argues that consideration of communities should 
receive greater emphasis. In terms of the refugee protection system, this shift requires 
examining how best to address the needs of communities that are uprooted, as well as the 
needs of communities into which displaced persons are received, rather than only focusing on 
individuals who cross a border and seek refugee status. 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.14240/jmhs.v4i3.63 
 
 
Journal of Environmental Management 
Available online 3 September 2016 
Research Article 
Evaluating the success of a marine protected area: A systematic review approach 
J Gallacher, N Simmonds, H Fellowes, N Brown, N Gill…  
Abstract 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), marine areas in which human activities are restricted, are 
implemented worldwide to protect the marine environment. However, with a large proportion of 
these MPAs being no more than paper parks, it is important to be able to evaluate MPA success, 
determined by improvements to biophysical, socio-economic and governance conditions. In this 
study a systematic literature review was conducted to determine the most frequently used 
indicators of MPA success. These were then applied to a case study to demonstrate how 
success can be evaluated. The fifteen most frequently used indicators included species 
abundance, level of stakeholder participation and the existence of a decision-making and 
management body. Using the indicator framework with a traffic light system, we demonstrate 
how an MPA can be evaluated in terms of how well it performs against the indicators using 
secondary data from the literature. The framework can be used flexibly. For example, where no 
MPA data currently exist, the framework can be populated by qualitative data provided by local 
stakeholder knowledge. This system provides a cost-effective and straightforward method for 
managers and decision-makers to determine the level of success of any MPA and identify areas 
of weakness. However, given the variety of motivations for MPA establishment, this success 
needs to be determined in the context of the original management objectives of the MPA with 
greater weighting being placed on those objectives where appropriate. 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Management & Practice  
Post Author Corrections: September 02, 2016 
Using a Theory of Change to Guide Grant Monitoring and Grantmaking. 
Glasgow, LaShawn DrPH; Adams, Elizabeth MS; Joshi, Sandhya; Curry, Laurel MPH; Schmitt, 
Carol L. PhD; Rogers, Todd PhD; Willett, Jeffrey PhD; Van Hersh, Deanna MS 
Abstract 
Charitable foundations play a significant role in advancing public health, funding billions of 
dollars in health grants each year. Evaluation is an important accountability tool for foundations 
and helps ensure that philanthropic investments contribute to the broader public health 
evidence base. While commitment to evaluation has increased among foundations over the past 
few decades, effective use of evaluation findings remains challenging. To facilitate use of 
evaluation findings among philanthropic organizations, evaluators can incorporate the 
foundation's theory of change-an illustration of the presumed causal pathways between a 

http://dx.doi.org/10.14240/jmhs.v4i3.63
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301479716305679&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm1PSnaPxsYz-4YZ6VhRQzcJM8nRkg&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=http://journals.lww.com/jphmp/Abstract/publishahead/Using_a_Theory_of_Change_to_Guide_Grant_Monitoring.99670.aspx&hl=en&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm1mg-LgKgS8GorbbSFkbLNV-4wQ2w&nossl=1&oi=scholaralrt
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program's activities and its intended outcomes-into user-friendly products that summarize 
evaluation findings and recommendations. Using examples from the evaluation of the Kansas 
Health Foundation's Healthy Living Focus Area, we present a mapping technique that can be 
applied to assess and graphically depict alignment between program theory and program 
reality, refine the theory of change, and inform grantmaking. 
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