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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across 
these broad themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this 
regard. This is not intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
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Migration / Refugees /Asylum 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals in 2016: 190,973; Deaths 1,359 
05/20/16 - IOM 
   Italy - IOM reports an estimated 190,973 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea 
in 2016 through 18 May, arriving in Italy, Greece, Cyprus and Spain. 
 
 
Greece: “Europe’s lack of political will creating serious suffering for thousands of 
migrants in Greece” – UN rights expert  
   ATHENS / GENEVA (17 May 2016) – “The suffering of migrants in Greece is the result of a 
complete absence of long-term vision and the clear lack of political will of the European Union,” 
United Nations human rights expert François Crépeau said at the end of a follow-up mission* to 
Greece. 
   “This is not only a humanitarian crisis,” the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of 
migrants warned. “This is more importantly a political crisis in which the EU and the 
overwhelming majority of EU member states have abandoned Greece – a country that is 
fighting to implement austerity measures – leaving it to deal with an issue that requires efforts 
from all.” 
   Mr. Crépeau stressed that the closure of the borders surrounding Greece, coupled with the 
new EU-Turkey agreement, have exponentially increased the number of irregular migrants in 
the country. “Unlike before, Greece is no longer a transit country and is struggling to ‘catch up’ 
and develop a mechanism to deal with immediate needs, in the absence of a clear commitment 
from the EU to support the country,” he said.  
   The independent expert expressed particular concern with conditions in the Reception and 
Identification Centres (RIC or ‘hotspots’), which have become closed centres as a result of the 
EU-Turkey deal, and “are creating an unacceptable level of confusion, frustration, violence and 
fear.” 
   He noted, among other worrying issues, the length of process to identify vulnerable migrants, 
the blatant over-crowding that is amplifying inter-communal friction, the mix of families and 
young single males, the absence of many Government services during the weekend, the 
contradictory information received regarding procedures and timelines, as well as insufficient 
procedural safeguards in detention facilities for migrants… 
 
 
EU-Turkey deal: Greek decision highlights fundamental flaws 
Press Release - Amnesty International   
20 May 2016, 19:11 UTC  
   A Syrian national who arrived on the Greek island of Lesvos has won an appeal against a 
decision that would have led to his forcible return to Turkey, underscoring the fundamental 
flaws in the migration deal agreed in March between the European Union and Turkey, Amnesty 
International said. 
   In the first such decision Amnesty International has seen since the deal, an appeals 
committee in Athens overturned an initial decision considering Turkey a safe third country on 
the grounds that Turkey does not afford refugees the full protection required under the Refugee 
Convention. The committee also ruled that Turkey does not guarantee the principle of non-
refoulement, which forbids returning someone to a country where he or she is at risk of serious 
human rights violations. 
   “This decision goes to the heart of why the EU-Turkey deal was so deeply flawed to begin 
with,” said Gauri van Gulik, Deputy Europe Director at Amnesty International. 

http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-2016-190973-deaths-1359
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19976&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19976&LangID=E
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/05/eu-turkey-deal-greek-decision-highlights-fundamental-flaws/
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    “Turkey is not safe for refugees, it does not offer them full protection, and assurances on 
paper are simply not good enough. We’ve seen the reality on the ground: until Turkey ends all 
violations against refugees and guarantees them full protection, nobody else should be sent 
back under this deal. Instead Europe should focus on its part of the deal by accepting refugees 
for resettlement from Turkey. It should also urgently improve conditions for refugees in 
Greece.”… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
World Humanitarian Summit 
MAY 23-24 ISTANBUL, TURKEY 
https://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org/media 
Selected Press Releases, Speeches and Media Content 
No new digest content identified from Summit site. 
 
 
Human rights protection must gain new momentum at World Humanitarian Summit 
– UN experts  
Statement by Special Procedures mandate holders* of the Human Rights Council in advance of 
the World Humanitarian Summit 
GENEVA/ISTANBUL (20 May 2016) – We, a group of concerned Special Procedures mandate 
holders of the United Nations Human Rights Council urge all participants to ensure that human 
rights are prominent in the discussions  at the World Humanitarian Summit and integrated into 
all aspects of the conference. They should be reflected fully in the outcomes, targets, and high 
level national commitments aimed at better protecting and meeting the needs of all those 
affected by conflict, disaster and displacement - some of the world’s most vulnerable people.  

The Summit, a landmark international event taking place in Istanbul on 23 and 24 May 2016, 
offers a unique and timely opportunity to address major global humanitarian challenges, devise 
new and collaborative approaches to humanitarian action, and forge essential national 
commitments to improve responses. Among the outcomes of the Summit should be greater 
attention to human rights by all national and international actors during all phases: from 
prevention and preparedness, to emergency response and recovery, and helping to shape 
essential peace-building, justice and development measures aimed at mitigating against future 
humanitarian crises.  

A strong emphasis of the Summit should be on preventing conflict and forced displacement and 
we stress the essential role of human rights in this respect. Many conflicts could have been 
avoided through greater attention to human rights at an early stage before violence breaks out. 
Many more could be prevented in the future if human rights-based approaches to prevention 
are adopted - potentially saving countless lives and avoiding the need for costly humanitarian 
action. Human rights principles - participation, justice, equality, non-discrimination and 
accountability - are key conflict prevention and peace-building measures. Implementing them 
for all as well as understanding and addressing the adverse impact on human rights of both 
domestic policies and external international action are effective ways to address the root causes 
of humanitarian crises.  

It is in crisis and conflict that individuals and communities are most at risk and in need of 
protection. Yet it is at precisely these times that we most often see human rights violations 
taking place with impunity and attention to human rights weakened or neglected. Humanitarian 

https://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org/media
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19997&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19997&LangID=E
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protection measures need to adequately address the specific issues and protection concerns of 
some who find themselves made particularly vulnerable in times of crisis. Humanitarian action 
that places human rights at its center provides a strong formula to ensure protection for all. The 
Summit provides a unique opportunity to also promote international cooperation and solidarity 
in the pursuit of effective solutions and better implementation of international law and 
standards in all humanitarian contexts.  

In numerous recent conflicts we have witnessed civilian populations that have been targeted by 
all sides to the conflicts, forcibly displaced or besieged and who have experienced many gross 
violations of their human rights. Failure to prevent the targeting of civilians and protect human 
rights has meant loss of life and harm that can take decades to redress. This demonstrates the 
massive challenges and the need to better enforce international humanitarian law as well as 
international human rights law and standards as never before. Ensuring accountability for 
violations of international law must be a higher priority for States and the international 
community.   

States have an unequivocal duty to respect and protect the right to life of all, in particular 
civilians, without discrimination, and they must also comply with this non-derogable duty in 
emergencies, crisis and conflict situations. Moreover they have an obligation to respect, protect 
and fulfill the full spectrum of civil and political and economic, social and cultural rights. 
International human rights law provides States and other stakeholders with a valuable resource 
helping to inform humanitarian responses and laying the foundations for ongoing human rights 
fulfillment. Those whose lives and homes have been shattered must have their immediate 
needs met, but they are given hope for the future in their own countries through the knowledge 
that their rights and dignity will be fully respected during and in the aftermath of crisis.   

To achieve the objective to “leave no-one behind” we remind all States of their role as primary 
duty bearers, responsible for ensuring the protection, human rights and provision of assistance 
to all affected persons. This requires special attention to those who may be in particular 
situations of vulnerability, including children, youth, minorities, indigenous peoples, migrants, 
internally displaced persons, refugees, stateless persons, persons with disabilities, members of 
the LGBTI community, older persons, and women and girls exposed to multiple threats and 
intersectional discrimination. It requires identifying who is at risk, how and why, and 
appropriate action to close protection gaps where they exist. Human rights-based approaches 
help to ensure that all voices are heard and the rights and needs of all are met.  

In some humanitarian emergencies, responses that fail to uphold human rights, including the 
rights of those belonging to groups in vulnerable situations, can put lives at greater risk. Some 
face restrictions on their freedom of movement and access to safe locations, are at risk of 
arbitrary arrest and detention, or are deprived of essential assistance due to factors including 
their nationality, ethnicity or religion. Women and children are made highly vulnerable to a 
range of human rights violations including trafficking in persons, sexual violence, forced 
prostitution or sexual slavery, in situations where they should have heightened protection and 
guarantees of safety. Those who are charged with protection must never be allowed to become 
the violators themselves.    

We applaud the essential and courageous role of humanitarian actors in the delivery of vital, 
life-saving assistance and acknowledge their commitment to assist and protect. We urge 
greater access and resources to be made available to them. We also believe that enhancing the 
presence and access of dedicated human rights actors at such crucial times – working closely 
with governments, humanitarian and other partners, would help to ensure human rights-based 
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approaches are integrated fully into humanitarian responses. National Human Rights 
Institutions, civil society organizations and human rights defenders among others have 
important roles in this respect. We call for greater support to them so that they may carry out 
their functions freely and in safety.  

The Special Procedures mandate holders of the Human Rights Council making this call stand 
ready to support and provide assistance to member States, the United Nations system and all 
other partners in this essential work and to use the tools available to them to support the 
protection of human rights in humanitarian settings.    

* Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts in the UN Human Rights system, 
is the general name of the Council’s independent fact-finding and monitoring mechanisms that 
address either specific country situations or thematic issues in all parts of the world. Special 
Procedures’ experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff and do not receive a salary 
for their work. They are independent from any government or organization and serve in their 
individual capacity. http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IDPersons/Pages/IDPersonsIndex.aspx  

This statement is endorsed by the following Special Procedures human rights mandate holders 
[text bolding from original text]: 
Working Group of experts on people of African Descent 
Independent Expert on the enjoyment of human rights of persons with albinism 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights 
Working Group on the issue of discrimination against women in law and in practice 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights 
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard 
of physical and mental health 
Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard 
of living 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 
Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons 
Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding 
the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination 
Special Rapporteur on minority issues 
Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons 
Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and 
related intolerance 
Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy 
Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences 
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
Independent Expert on human rights and international solidarity 
Special Rapporteur on the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures on the 
enjoyment of human rights 
Independent expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IDPersons/Pages/IDPersonsIndex.aspx
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Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
while countering terrorism 
Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial 
obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and 
cultural rights 
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 
Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children 
Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation & guarantees of non-
recurrence 
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation 
Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Cambodia 
Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in the Sudan 
Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Central African Republic 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied 
since 1967 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea 
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea 
Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Haiti  
 
:::::::  
 
IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde Calls for Global Solidarity to Address 
Humanitarian Challenges 
Press Release No. 16/234 
May 20, 2016  
Ms. Christine Lagarde, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), issued the 
following statement today ahead of the first World Humanitarian Summit being held in Istanbul, 
Turkey, May 23–24: 
“The need for humanitarian assistance has reached levels not seen since the Second World 
War, leaving millions of people in desperate need of support. This is one of the biggest 
challenges of our time. The need for fundamental change in how humanitarian aid is delivered 
to ensure more effective use of scarce resources is now widely recognized. 
 
“The UN Secretary-General’s decision to organize the first-ever World Humanitarian Summit is 
especially timely and deserves the full support of the international community. We all need to 
step up our game by boosting financial support for humanitarian relief from all countries that 
can afford to contribute, and by improving the organization and delivery of humanitarian 
assistance. 
 
“To support global efforts aimed at improving the delivery of humanitarian aid, the IMF will 
leverage its track record of moving quickly to support governments facing humanitarian crises.  
The IMF can: 
:: Speedily disburse financial support through special facilities that do not require full economic 
programs—the Rapid Financing Instrument and Rapid Credit Facility. Countries that have 
benefited from such support in recent years include Nepal and Vanuatu. 

http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr16234.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr16234.htm
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:: Increase the amount of financing provided to countries with whom we already have lending 
arrangements, adjusting economic programs to accommodate the new demands on budgets 
and foreign reserves—as we have done with Jordan. 
:: Use its Catastrophe Containment and Relief Trust to provide financing to low-income 
countries to meet debt service payments, as was done for Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone in 
the wake of the Ebola outbreak. 
:: Assist governments in designing macroeconomic policies to contain the economic fallout from 
humanitarian crises. This can help to provide bilateral donors with the confidence that the 
effectiveness of aid programs is not undermined by macroeconomic instability. 
 
“The IMF is deepening its engagement with fragile countries by helping them build institutions 
that can deliver key economic services, from putting in place efficient tax systems to 
implementing sound public investment. We are also assisting countries exposed to natural 
disasters in designing macroeconomic strategies that enhance their resilience and expand their 
room for maneuver to respond to adverse shocks. 
 
“Humanitarian crises require action on multiple levels—preventive engagement, relief provision, 
protecting and empowering those affected by crises to rebuild livelihoods. The IMF is committed 
to playing its full part, working collaboratively with governments and international agencies, 
using its financial resources, policy expertise, and technical assistance.” 
 
:::::::  
 
EU helps reshape international assistance at the World Humanitarian Summit 
20/05/2016 
   The EU and its Member States will jointly call for a global partnership for a more efficient and 
effective humanitarian aid system at the first-ever World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul, 
Turkey next week.  
:: EU's vision on reshaping aid in the Council Conclusions adopted on 12 May 2016 
[Editor’s excerpted paragraphs] 
Uphold the norms that safeguard humanity  
6. The EU and its Member States will continue to advocate strongly and consistently for the 
respect of international law, including international humanitarian law (IHL), refugee law and 
international human rights law. Serious violations of IHL cause intolerable human suffering and 
aggravate humanitarian crises. All parties to armed conflict must comply with IHL, including 
with the principles of distinction, proportionality and precaution as also reflected in international 
customary law. This is of particular importance for the protection of civilians, detainees and 
those hors de combat, as well as of civilian objects4. It is also of paramount importance for the 
protection of humanitarian and healthcare personnel, patients, and medical facilities; the EU 
and its Member States will continue to actively promote all possible measures to prevent them 
from being targeted in conflicts. The EU and its Member States will continue placing respect for 
IHL at the top of the international agenda, strengthening dialogue and cooperation among 
States on the implementation of IHL and fully implementing the EU guidelines on the promotion 
of compliance with international humanitarian law5.  
 
11. The EU and its Member States propose a new, development-oriented policy framework to 
address forced displacement, together with humanitarian assistance. This approach is set out in 
the Commission Communication 'Lives in Dignity: from Aid-dependence to Self-reliance: Forced 
displacement and development'6. Its aim is to foster the self-reliance and resilience of the 
displaced and their host communities through securing sustainable livelihoods and access to 
basic services, including education at all levels. This framework will build upon a broad 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-helps-reshape-international-assistance-world-humanitarian-summit_en
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8850-2016-INIT/en/pdf
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engagement between international donors, host governments, local communities, civil society 
and the displaced themselves with the objective of improving living conditions during protracted 
forced displacement, achieving durable solutions for ending displacement and mitigating the 
shock of large-scale movements of people on host countries.  
 
12. The EU and its Member States are tackling the multi-dimensional root causes of the current 
refugee crisis and broader forced displacement, including by stepping up their efforts on conflict 
prevention, resolving existing conflicts and addressing climate change challenges and human 
rights abuses, all of which are major drivers of forced displacement. The EU and its Member 
States will continue promoting collective global responses to the root causes of forced 
displacement, contributing to finding durable solutions, and building the resilience of vulnerable 
communities.  
 
:::::::  
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2016 (pre-release) 
Report Synopsis 
[June 2016] 
   Welcome to a preview of key figures from our Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2016, 
released to coincide with the World Humanitarian Summit. The Summit will in part focus on how 
to improve the volumes and effectiveness of funding, and we hope these latest figures from our 
new data analysis will help set the context for changes in the financing landscape. 
   We find that total international humanitarian assistance last year reached a record $28bn, yet 
funding requested by the United Nations via coordinated appeals experienced an 
unprecedented shortfall of 45%. Our infographic above navigates through the findings and a 
slide pack of key charts is also available below to view and download. 
   Key findings: 
:: Total international humanitarian assistance 2015: US$28bn 
   This is the third consecutive annual increase in overall spending, and an increase of 12% 
from the year before. 
:: Government contributions total: US$21.8bn 
    International humanitarian assistance from government donors has increased by almost 11% 
– from US$19.6bn to US$21.8bn. 
:: Private contributions total: US$6.2bn 
   Estimates of private donations show an increase of around 13% from US$5.5bn to US$6.2bn. 
:: Shortfall in funding for UN-coordinated appeals: 45% 
   Although amount requested fell by US$0.6 billion from the previous year, the total given to 
them dropped by US$1.6 billion. 
:: International humanitarian assistance as a proportion of total resources to crisis-affected 
countries: 5% 
   Analysis of the 20 countries that received the most international humanitarian assistance in 
2014 shows that this resource flow makes up only a small proportion of the total funding 
playing a role in crisis. 
:: People in extreme poverty who are vulnerable to crisis: 677 million 
   Efforts to end poverty remain closely related to crisis, with 76% of those in extreme poverty 
living in countries that are either environmentally vulnerable, politically fragile, or both. 
 
:::::::  
 
World Humanitarian Summit: contempt for international law drives refugee crisis 
20 May 2016, 16:19 UTC  

http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/report/gha2016
https://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/05/world-humanitarian-summit/
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   Unless world leaders decisively address the widespread disregard for international law that is 
forcing millions of people from their homes, any moves to improve the humanitarian system will 
fail to tackle the underlying causes of the refugee crisis, said Amnesty International ahead of 
the World Humanitarian Summit. 
   Amid the worst refugee and humanitarian crisis since World War II, UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon convened the World Humanitarian Summit – taking place 23-24 May 2016 in 
Istanbul. It aims to reaffirm commitments of global leaders to helping millions of people 
vulnerable to conflicts and disasters. 
    “Mass violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law are 
behind this global refugee crisis. Conflicts are fast becoming a free-for-all, with the price paid by 
civilians,” said Salil Shetty, Amnesty International’s Secretary General. 
   “Today perpetrators of war crimes can drop bombs indiscriminately without facing 
consequences, and there is no system for sharing responsibility to protect the millions they 
displace. These are dark times that demand a decisive response from world leaders meeting at 
the World Humanitarian Summit. 
   “It is absurd to expect humanitarian responses to improve at a time when the repeated 
bombing of field hospitals and routine targeting of civilians go unchecked. There can be no 
effective humanitarian system without respect for, and enforcement of, international law.”… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Four schools or hospitals attacked or occupied every day – UNICEF  
NEW YORK, 19 May 2016 – An average of four schools or hospitals are attacked or occupied by 
armed forces and groups every day – according to UNICEF analysis released ahead of the World 
Humanitarian Summit. 
 
The findings, drawn from the most recent Report of the UN Secretary-General on Children and 
Armed Conflict, come in the wake of recent attacks on education and health facilities and 
workers – including the bombing of schools in Yemen, and a strike on a hospital in Aleppo, 
Syria on 27 April, that killed at least 50 people, including one of the last paediatricians in the 
area.   
 
“Children are being killed, wounded, and permanently disabled in the very places where they 
should be protected and feel safe,” said Afshan Khan, UNICEF’s Director of Emergency 
Programmes. 
 
“Attacks against schools and hospitals during conflict are an alarming, and disgraceful, 
trend. Intentional and direct strikes on these facilities, and on health workers and teachers, can 
be war crimes.  Governments and other actors need to urgently protect schools and hospitals 
by upholding the provisions of international humanitarian law and international human rights 
law, and states must sign the Safe Schools Declaration.” 
 
Attacks against schools and hospitals are one of the six grave violations against children 
identified and addressed by the UN Security Council. The last Report of the UN Secretary-
General on Children and Armed Conflict documented more than 1500 incidents of attacks on, or 
military use of, schools and hospitals in 2014, including: 
:: In Afghanistan 163 schools and 38 health facilities were attacked.  
:: In Syria, 60 attacks on education facilities were recorded, as well as nine cases of military use 
of schools and 28 attacks on health facilities.  
:: In Yemen, 92 schools were used for military purposes by armed forces and groups.  

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_91119.html
http://www.protectingeducation.org/sites/default/files/documents/safe_schools_declaration-final.pdf
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:: In South Sudan, there were seven incidents of attacks on schools and 60 involving military 
use.  
:: A total of 543 educational facilities were damaged or destroyed in the State of Palestine and 
three attacks were documented on Israeli schools.  
:: According to education authorities in Northeast Nigeria, a total of 338 schools were destroyed 
and damaged between 2012 and 2014.  
 
Over the past year, the UN monitoring system has also documented so-called ‘double-tap’, or 
even ‘triple-tap’, strikes on healthcare facilities in which civilians are attacked, as well as the 
first responders arriving on the scene.   
 
Beyond attacks on buildings, conflict has other far-reaching consequences on children’s 
education and healthcare. In Syria, for example, as well as attacks on hospitals, the removal of 
medical kits and surgical supplies from aid convoys, restrictions on medical evacuations, and 
killing of medical personnel, mean that access to critical and lifesaving healthcare for civilians in 
affected areas is diminishing day by day. 
 
“Children are being abducted from their schools in horrific circumstances in countries like 
Nigeria and South Sudan, while others are being raped, or recruited and used as child soldiers,” 
said Khan.  
 
The very first World Humanitarian Summit will take place in Istanbul on the 23rd and 24th of 
May. Global leaders will discuss how to effectively respond to major humanitarian emergencies, 
and how to be better prepared to meet challenges of the future.  
 
About the Safe Schools Declaration 
The Safe Schools Declaration, developed through state consultations led by Norway and 
Argentina in Geneva throughout the first half of 2015, provides states the opportunity to 
express broad political support for the protection and continuation of education in armed 
conflict, and is the instrument for states to endorse and commit to implement the Guidelines for 
Protecting Schools and Universities from Military Use during Armed Conflict. The Declaration 
was opened for endorsement at the Oslo Conference on Safe Schools convened by the 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on May 29, 2015. A first group of 37 states endorsed it 
that day and that number has since been growing.  
 
The following States have endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration (as of April 27, 2016): 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Costa 
Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Czech Republic, Ecuador, Finland, Georgia, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lebanon, Liberia, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Montenegro, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Palestine, Panama, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Sierra Leone, 
Slovenia, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Uruguay, 
Zambia 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Half of All Refugee Children Are Out of School Leaving Them Exposed to Exploitation 
and Abuse 
Save the Children  - Press Release 

http://www.protectingeducation.org/guidelines/support
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14850115
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14850115
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   FAIRFIELD, Conn. (May 16, 2016) — At least 3.5 million refugee children around the world 
are currently out of school, leaving them increasingly vulnerable to discrimination and potential 
abuse, as well as exploitation by traffickers, or the pressure of entering into early marriage. 
Refugee children are five times less likely to attend school than other children. Currently, 50 
percent of primary school-aged refugee children and 75 percent of secondary school-aged 
children are completely left out of the education system, with none of the safeguards that 
school environments provide. In 2015 alone, the education of 80 million children was disrupted 
by humanitarian crises.  
   "It's horrible that children are being denied the chance of a decent future because they are 
out of school. Without an education, these children face a bleak future. They are more likely to 
undertake perilous journeys to Europe and other parts of the world, and are also more likely to 
be married early, exploited, trafficked, and forced into work," says Carolyn Miles, President and 
CEO of Save the Children. 
   "This is why, at the first ever World Humanitarian Summit, we are calling for no refugee child 
to be out of school for more than 30 days after being displaced. The average length of time 
spent living as a refugee is now 17 years, meaning that millions of children and young people 
will miss out on some — if not all — of their education, severely diminishing their future 
opportunities, and those of their families and communities," she adds. 
   "Education sets children up for success and provides refugee children with hope for the future 
in the places they are currently living as well as providing a sense of stability and normalcy for 
children who have lived through traumatic and stressful events. It also prepares children to 
learn the basic skills needed to rebuild and develop their countries if and when they return."… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
A Joint Announcement on Implementation of Agenda 2030 Accelerating Progress 
Towards Gender Equality 
Australian Government, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
Data2X 
Global Affairs Canada 
UK Secretary of State for International Development 
United Nations Foundation 
UN Women 
U.S. Agency for International Development 
U.S. Department of State 
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
The World Bank Group 
 
Launched at the 2016 Women Deliver Conference, Copenhagen, Denmark 
May 17, 2016 
01. In September 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted by consensus Resolution 

70/1: Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (the 2030 
Agenda). 

 
02. The Resolution states that “realizing gender equality and the empowerment of women and 

girls will make a crucial contribution to progress.” 
 

http://data2x.org/action4genderdata/
http://data2x.org/action4genderdata/
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03. The prioritization of gender equality and women’s rights is reflected in SDG 5 and in a cross-
cutting manner through the 2030 Agenda, with eleven of the seventeen goals having 
gender-focused targets and indicators. 

 

04. The unprecedented ambition and broad support for gender equality in this agenda must be 
matched by equal ambition to ensure its implementation. 

 
05. High quality, comparable and regular gender- and age-disaggregated statistics are critically 

needed to address the existing data gaps and meet the ambitions of the SDGs, including the 
overarching aim to ‘leave no-one behind.’ 

 
06. Good gender data provides the much-needed detail on the disparities that exist between 

men and women and boys and girls, identifies the underlying causes of inequality, and 
measures the impact of policy and programmatic interventions. 

 
07. In addition to closing pervasive gender data gaps, issues of systematic gender bias in 

existing measurement tools, fragmentation of gender data stakeholders, and technical and 
capacity challenges of national statistical systems must also be addressed. 

 
08. Data and statistics are essential for smart policy, and the lack of reliable gender data has 

hindered progress on advancing gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls. 
 
09. As supporters and champions for this agenda, we recognize that gender data holds power 

to make the invisible, visible and actionable. 
 
10. Our shared ambition is not just to have good data on women and girls, but to ensure that it 

is used by governments, policy-makers, program designers, civil society and women 
themselves to hold stakeholders accountable for progress. 

 
11. The group of organizations represented here is committed to supporting the acceleration 

towards gender equality as outlined in Agenda 2030 and are announcing today that we will 
increase our focus and investments towards closing the core gender data challenges. We 
believe this is an urgent step in the process of implementing the Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

 
:::::::  
 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Announces $80 Million Commitment To Close 
Gender Data Gaps and Accelerate Progress for Women and Girls 
New initiative will promote gender equality and support the implementation of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
SEATTLE/COPENHAGEN (May 17, 2016) – In her keynote speech today at the Women Deliver 
conference in Copenhagen, Melinda Gates, co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
announced that the foundation will commit $80 million over the next three years to close 
gender data gaps and help accelerate progress for women and girls around the world. 
Alongside the Gates Foundation's commitment, partners across governments, nonprofits and 
philanthropic organizations have also agreed upon a new statement of principles [text 
above]regarding gender data and its importance for accelerating development outcomes. 
 
Data holds power: It demonstrates the size and nature of social or economic problems, and 
brings clarity around who is falling through the cracks. Through reliable data, women and girls' 

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2016/05/Gates-Foundation-Announces-80-Mill-Doll-Comm-Closing-Gender-Data-Gaps-Acc-Progress-for-Women-Girls
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2016/05/Gates-Foundation-Announces-80-Mill-Doll-Comm-Closing-Gender-Data-Gaps-Acc-Progress-for-Women-Girls
http://data2x.org/action4genderdata/
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lives can become visible and counted, helping to inform programming and hold leaders to 
account. However, a lack of comprehensive, current information about women and girls, 
especially in developing countries, hinders efforts to advance gender equality. If the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals are to be reached by 2030, the world must advance its 
knowledge about women and girls' lives and livelihoods, their welfare and well-being, and their 
contributions to their communities, countries and economies. 
 
"By adopting the SDGs the world agreed to achieve gender equality by 2030. But we cannot 
close the gender gap without first closing the data gap," said Melinda Gates. "We simply don't 
know enough about the barriers holding women and girls back, nor do we have sufficient 
information to track progress against the promises made to women and girls. We are 
committed to changing that by investing in better data, policies and accountability." 
 
The Gates Foundation's new $80 million commitment will support efforts that: 
:: Fill critical gender data gaps, including knowing how much time women and girls spend on 
unpaid work around the world, and what implications this has on their life chances and choices, 
such as completing education, getting jobs or starting businesses. 
 
:: Improve the accuracy and reliability of data collection, which can reveal at a large scale who 
owns assets like land, property or credit. 
 
:: Equip decision makers with more timely and clearer evidence about programs and 
interventions that are working and those that are not, so they can be redesigned quickly and 
more effectively. 
 
:: Support civil society in holding leaders to account for the commitments they've made to 
women and girls, helping maintain the political will to achieve gender equality. 
 
:: Amplify and strengthen organizations and platforms that keep gender equality at the center 
of global and national development efforts. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
World Bank Group Launches Groundbreaking Financing Facility to Protect Poorest 
Countries against Pandemics 
May 21, 2016 - PRESS RELEASE 
First-ever insurance and pandemic bonds will save lives and protect economies 
SENDAI, Japan, May 21, 2016—The World Bank Group today launched the Pandemic 
Emergency Financing Facility (PEF), an innovative, fast-disbursing global financing mechanism 
designed to protect the world against deadly pandemics, which will create the first-ever 
insurance market for pandemic risk. Japan, which holds the G7 Presidency, committed the first 
$50 million in funding toward the new initiative. 
 
“Pandemics pose some of the biggest threats in the world to people’s lives and to economies, 
and for the first time we will have a system that can move funding and teams of experts to the 
sites of outbreaks before they spin out of control,” said Jim Yong Kim, President of the World 
Bank Group. “This facility addresses a long, collective failure in dealing with pandemics. The 
Ebola crisis in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone taught all of us that we must be much more 
vigilant to outbreaks and respond immediately to save lives and also to protect economic 
growth.”… 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/21/world-bank-group-launches-groundbreaking-financing-facility-to-protect-poorest-countries-against-pandemics
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/21/world-bank-group-launches-groundbreaking-financing-facility-to-protect-poorest-countries-against-pandemics
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…The new facility will accelerate both global and national responses to future outbreaks with 
pandemic potential. It was built and designed in collaboration with the World Health 
Organization and the private sector, introducing a new level of rigor into both the financing and 
the response. 
 
“Recent years have seen a dramatic resurgence of the threat from emerging and re-emerging 
infectious diseases,” said Margaret Chan, Director-General of the World Health Organization. 
“WHO fully supports the Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility as a critical contribution to 
global health security and a crucial line of defence against high-threat pathogens.” 
 
The PEF includes an insurance window, which combines funding from the reinsurance markets 
with the proceeds of World Bank-issued pandemic (catastrophe, or Cat) bonds, as well as a 
complementary cash window. This will be the first time World Bank Cat Bonds have been used 
to combat infectious diseases. In the event of an outbreak, the PEF will release funds quickly to 
countries and qualified international responding agencies. 
 
The insurance window will provide coverage up to $500 million for an initial period of three 
years for outbreaks of infectious diseases most likely to cause major epidemics, including new 
Orthomyxoviruses (e.g. new influenza pandemic virus A, B and C), Coronaviridae (e.g. SARS, 
MERS), Filoviridae (e.g. Ebola, Marburg) and other zoonotic diseases (e.g. Crimean Congo, Rift 
Valley, Lassa fever).  Parametric triggers designed with publicly available data will determine 
when the money would be released, based on the size, severity and spread of the outbreak. 
 
The complementary cash window will provide more flexible funding to address a larger set of 
emerging pathogens, which may not yet meet the activation criteria for the insurance window. 
All 77 countries eligible for financing from the International Development Association, the World 
Bank Group’s fund for the poorest countries, will be eligible to receive coverage from the PEF. 
The PEF is expected to be operational later this year… 
 
…Four global expert panels that were convened over the past year in the wake of the Ebola 
crisis concluded that the world must urgently step up its capacity for a swift response to 
outbreaks before they become more deadly and costly pandemics.  
 
The PEF will do a number of important things to prevent another Ebola crisis: 
:: It will insure the world’s poorest countries against the threat of a pandemic. 
:: In the event of a severe infectious disease outbreak, it will release funds quickly to the 
countries and/or to international responders, to accelerate the response—saving lives and 
reducing human suffering.  
:: By mobilizing an earlier, faster, better planned and coordinated response, it will reduce the 
costs to countries and their people for response and recovery. 
:: It will promote greater global and national investments in preparing for future outbreaks and 
strengthening national health systems.  
:: It will combine public and private resources to advance global health security, and create a 
new insurance market for managing pandemic risk. 
 
The World Bank Group estimates that if the PEF had existed in mid-2014 as the Ebola outbreak 
was spreading rapidly in West Africa, it could have mobilized an initial $100 million as early as 
July to severely limit the spread and severity of the epidemic. Instead, money at that scale did 
not begin to flow until three months later. During that three month period, the number of Ebola 
cases increased tenfold. The Ebola epidemic has claimed more than 11,300 lives and cost at 

http://ida.worldbank.org/
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least $10 billion to date. International assistance has totaled more than $7 billion for Ebola 
response and recovery.  
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
World Cities Report 2016, Urbanization and Development: Emerging Futures 
UN-Habitat :: United Nations Human Settlements Programme, 2016 :: 262 pages 

Full report pdf: http://wcr.unhabitat.org/?wcr_process_download=1&download_id=117118 
 
Press Release 
UN-Habitat launches the World Cities Report 2016, Urbanization and Development: 
Emerging Futures 
New York 18 May 2016— The new global flagship report on sustainable urban development 
launched by UN-Habitat on Wednesday, states that a New Urban Agenda is needed to unlock 
the transformative power of cities. The World Cities Report 2016, Urbanization and 
Development: Emerging Futures, says that the top 600 cities, with 1/5th of the world’s 
population, produce 60 per cent of global GDP. However, when unplanned and unmanaged, 
urbanization can lead to increased inequality, the growth of slums and disastrous impacts on 
climate change, according to the report. 
 
UN-Habitat Executive Director, Dr Joan Clos, said: “In the twenty years since the Habitat II 
conference, the world has seen a gathering of its population in urban areas. This has been 
accompanied by socioeconomic growth in many instances. But the urban landscape is changing 
and with it, the pressing need for a cohesive and realistic approach to urbanization. “A New 
Urban Agenda is required to effectively address the challenges and take advantage of the 
opportunities offered by urbanization,” said Clos.  
 
Such urban expansion is wasteful in terms of land and energy consumption and increases 
greenhouse gas emissions. The urban centre of gravity— at least for megacities has shifted to 
the developing regions. In 1995, there were 22 large cities, and 14 megacities globally; by 
2015, both categories of cities had doubled, with 22, or 79 per cent of the megacities located in 
Latin America, Asia and Africa. The fastest growing urban centres are the medium and small 
cities with less than one million inhabitants, which account for 59 per cent of the world’s urban 
population. 
 
…Despite growing negative public perception of migrants and refugees, previous experience of 
refuge crisis shows that migrants can, eventually become valuable contributors to the economic 
and social development of countries. A major emerging urban issue capable of undermining the 
long-term sustainability of cities worldwide concerns insecurity and increasing risk. The fear of 
crime and violence continues to be pervasive in cities. New and pervasive risks affecting cities 
include terrorism, urban warfare, heightened securitization, and disease and pandemics… 
 
Key Messages  
:: When well-managed, urbanization fosters social and economic advancement and improved 
quality of life for all. 
:: The current model of urbanization is unsustainable in many respects. Many cities all over the 
world are grossly unprepared for the challenges associated with urbanization. 
:: A new agenda is required to effectively address these challenges and take advantage of the 
opportunities offered by urbanization. 

http://wcr.unhabitat.org/
http://wcr.unhabitat.org/?wcr_process_download=1&download_id=117118
http://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-launches-the-world-cities-report-2016/
http://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-launches-the-world-cities-report-2016/
http://wcr.unhabitat.org/
http://wcr.unhabitat.org/


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

:: The new urban agenda should promote cities and human settlements that are 
environmentally sustainable, resilient, socially inclusive, safe and violence-free, economically 
productive. 
 
:::::::  
 
Rockefeller Foundation & Arup Debut a Pioneering Tool that Allows Cities to Better 
Understand Their Capacity to Address Social, Physical, or Economic Challenges 
May 18, 2016 
City Resilience Index (CRI) Offers Leaders a Comprehensive Analysis of Capabilities and 
Vulnerabilities 
LONDON—Today, The Rockefeller Foundation and Arup introduced the City Resilience Index 
(CRI), the first-ever comprehensive tool to help cities assess their resilience, identify their 
vulnerabilities, and better prepare themselves for the future. 
 
The CRI is a powerful, tested tool created to help policy-makers, urban planners and 
stakeholders understand and tackle the systemic challenges that increasingly threaten cities. 
Comprising 52 resilience indicators, the CRI assesses key resilience qualities such as diversity, 
awareness, and self-regulation, that are critically important to building resilience within a city.  
The CRI gives cities the ability to assess their preparedness and ability to accommodate current 
and emerging challenges, through a secure online interface through which cities can enter their 
data.  Each city’s findings can guide urban policymaking, planning, and investment. 
 
“Cities increasingly understand that building resilience is a 21st century imperative, and now for 
the first time they have a way to comprehensively assess where they are strong, and where 
they need to improve to be ready for whatever may come their way,” said Judith Rodin, 
President of The Rockefeller Foundation, which supported Arup to develop the CRI. “The CRI 
was created over three years and in consultation with a range of cities globally. It is designed 
with rigor, and in a way that cities everywhere will benefit from using it as a planning and 
decision-making tool, that can help them realize a resilience dividend from investments in their 
growth and the well-being of their citizens,” added Rodin. 
 
Designed primarily as a self-assessment, this tool will generate a resilience profile that will 
reveal a city’s specific strengths and weaknesses, creating a baseline to plan from and measure 
future progress against. 
 
“Every city is unique, and each faces specific challenges. But, the factors that enable cities to 
deal with disruption are universal,” said Jo da Silva, Director, Arup. “The CRI captures the 
breadth of issues that contribute to a city’s resilience. It provides a practical means to measure 
resilience, and a common language that will enable cities to learn from each other.” 
 
“The City Resilience Index represents an important advancement in assessing resilience, 
providing a new opportunity for cities, through an analysis of real data, to better assess what 
their resilience capabilities are,” said Michael Berkowitz, President of 100 Resilient Cities, 
Pioneered by The Rockefeller Foundation. 
For more information on the City Resilience Index, please visit: www.cityresilienceindex.org 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/rockefeller-foundation-arup-debut-a-pioneering-tool-that-allows-cities-to-better-understand-their-capacity-to-address-social-physical-or-economic-challenges/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/rockefeller-foundation-arup-debut-a-pioneering-tool-that-allows-cities-to-better-understand-their-capacity-to-address-social-physical-or-economic-challenges/
http://www.cityresilienceindex.org/
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We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
20 May 2016  
HR/5308 
Concluding Fifteenth Session, Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues Sends 3 Draft 
Decisions for Consideration by Economic and Social Council 
   Closing its fifteenth session today, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues sent a series 
of far-reaching recommendations — on issues ranging from the preservation of indigenous 
languages to the prevention of suicide among indigenous youth — to the Economic and Social 
Council. 
 
20 May 2016  
SG/SM/17772-HR/5309 
Secretary-General Affirms United Nations Commitment to Integrate Indigenous 
Peoples’ Rights into International Agendas, as Permanent Forum Concludes 
 
17 May 2016  
SG/SM/17758-OBV/1614-WOM/2078 
Secretary-General Stresses Strong Political Leadership, Accelerated Investment to 
End Obstetric Fistula, in Observance Message 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 21 May 
2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases – “TOP NEWS” 
Press briefing notes on Mexico and Iran 
Date: 20 May 2016 
(1) Mexico 
We are deeply concerned that almost two years after the commission of serious human rights 
violations in Tlatlaya in Mexico State, including the alleged summary execution of at least 12 
people, the case remains mired in impunity and victims continue to be denied their rights to 
justice and the truth… 
(2) Iran 
We are appalled by the sentencing of a prominent Iranian anti-death penalty campaigner, 
Nargis Mohammadi, to 16 years’ imprisonment in charges that stem from her courageous 
human rights work… 
 
UN Human Rights Chief welcomes Pfizer decision to bar use of its drugs for 
executions 
   GENEVA (19 May 2016) – UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein on 
Thursday warmly welcomed the initiatives announced by pharmaceutical company Pfizer to 
ensure that the drugs it produces will not be used by States to carry out executions by lethal 
injection. 

http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/hr5308.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/hr5308.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17772.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17772.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17758.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17758.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19996&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19991&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19991&LangID=E
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   “Businesses, across many industries, can help prevent human rights violations from 
occurring,” High Commissioner Zeid said. “It is heartening to see companies playing an active 
role in furthering the trend towards ending use of the death penalty.”… 
 
Human rights protection must gain new momentum at World Humanitarian Summit 
– UN experts 
20 May 2016 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
Greece: “Europe’s lack of political will creating serious suffering for thousands of 
migrants in Greece” – UN rights expert 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
20 May 2016 
Committee on the Rights of the Child reviews the reports of Nepal 
 
UN Committee to review Slovakia’s record on children’s rights 
19 May 2016 
 
UN Committee to review UK’s record on children’s rights 
18 May 2016 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child reviews the report of Samoa 
18 May 2016 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child opens seventy-second session in Geneva 
17 May 2016 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
19 April 2016 
End of mission statement of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the sale of 
children, child prostitution and child pornography, Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, on her 
visit to Georgia 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 21 May 2016] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
15 May 2016 
UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict Joins Colombia 
Government and the FARC-EP in Havana to Welcome Announcement of an 
Agreement to Separate and Reintegrate Children 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19997&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19997&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19976&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19976&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19999&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19990&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19977&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19984&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19971&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19836&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19836&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19836&LangID=E
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/un-special-representative-children-and-armed-conflict-joins-colombia-government-and-the-farc-welcome-agreement/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/un-special-representative-children-and-armed-conflict-joins-colombia-government-and-the-farc-welcome-agreement/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/un-special-representative-children-and-armed-conflict-joins-colombia-government-and-the-farc-welcome-agreement/
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Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
20 May 2016 
Human rights protection must gain new momentum at World Humanitarian Summit 
– UN experts 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
20 May 2016  
Ethiopia: Humanitarian requirements for Ethiopia is up from US$1.4 billion to 
US$1.5 billion following re-prioritization of needs  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Ethiopia 
   (Addis Ababa, 20 May 2016): Following a joint prioritization exercise by the Ethiopia 
Government and its partners, Ethiopia’s humanitarian requirements have increased to US$1.5 
billion. Of this, $702.6 million is urgently required to address prioritized humanitarian needs for 
the remainder of the year.  
 
19 May 2016  
Nigeria: Converging Crises in the Lake Chad Basin Risk Dire Humanitarian 
Consequences Says UN Emergency Relief Coordinator  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Niger, Nigeria  
   (Abuja, 19 May 2016) –More than 9 million people affected by the Boko Haram-related 
conflict across the Lake Chad Basin – 76 per cent of whom are in Nigeria – are grappling with 
dire conditions that will worsen if immediate humanitarian needs are not met, the United 
Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Stephen O’Brien, warned as he concluded a four-day...  
 
19 May 2016  
South Sudan: South Sudanese Influx into East Darfur Fact Sheet Issue 2 | 19 May 
2016  
 
18 May 2016  
Cameroon: The Sahel: Information Sheet (April 2016)  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Chad, Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal In the Sahel, extreme 
poverty, fast-growing populations, climate change, recurrent food and nutrition crises, armed 
conflicts and insecurity are building up to a perfect storm threatening the lives of communities 
already living on the brink of crisis. The region is one of the world’s climate change hotspots.  
 
18 May 2016  
Mali: Mali - Humanitarian Brief: A rare possibility to avoid a protracted crisis (April 
2016)  
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18 May 2016  
occupied Palestinian territory: Humanitarian Coordinator calls on Israeli authorities 
to stop destruction of humanitarian aid and respect international law  
 
 
UNICEF [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html 
Selected Press Releases 
UNICEF at the World Humanitarian Summit, Istanbul, 23 - 24 May 2016 
   NEW YORK/ISTANBUL, 20 May 2016 – The world is witnessing the highest level of 
humanitarian need since the Second World War. For the first time in the 70-year history of the 
UN, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has convened the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul.  
 
Launch of UN Data Innovation Lab workshop series 
   SAN FRANCISCO, 19 May 2016 – On behalf of the broader UN community, WFP and UNICEF 
facilitated the first Data Innovation Lab workshop at technology think tank Singularity University 
to harness the power of digital growth and the data revolution for sustainable development.  
 
Four schools or hospitals attacked or occupied every day – UNICEF  
   NEW YORK, 19 May 2016 – An average of four schools or hospitals are attacked or occupied 
by armed forces and groups every day – according to UNICEF analysis released ahead of the 
World Humanitarian Summit. 
 
UNICEF welcomes FARC’s announcement to release all children in its ranks 
    BOGOTA, Colombia/NEW YORK, 16 May 2016 – UNICEF welcomes the agreement by the 
Government of Colombia and the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia – Ejército del 
Pueblo (FARC-EP), Colombia’s main armed opposition group, for the release of all children 
under the age of 15 from FARC’s ranks. 
 
100 babies born every day in areas worst hit by Ecuador quake – UNICEF 
   NEW YORK/GENEVA, 16 May 2016 – Up to 100 babies on average are born every day in 
Esmeraldas and Manabí, the provinces worst hit by the Ecuador earthquake, UNICEF said today.  
 
‘#EmergencyLessons’ campaign highlights importance of education for children in 
conflict and disaster zones 
   BRUSSELS/NEW YORK, 16 May 2016 – The European Union and UNICEF today launched 
#EmergencyLessons, a new campaign to highlight the importance of education for children 
affected by emergencies. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40 
Selected Press Releases 
More efforts needed to address the root causes of forced displacement 
19 May 2016  
   The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, participated yesterday in 
the First Italy-Africa Ministerial Conference, organised in Rome by the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation, in conjunction with the Institute for International Political 
Studies (ISPI)… 
 

http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-coordinator-calls-israeli-authorities-stop
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-coordinator-calls-israeli-authorities-stop
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_91131.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_91124.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_91119.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_91112.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_91109.html
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UNHCR warns of worsening shelter conditions for refugees, launches global 
campaign 
18 May 2016  
   Geneva, 18 May 2016 - A huge shortfall in funds for sheltering refugees is severely 
undermining efforts to tackle the biggest global displacement crisis since World War II, UNHCR, 
the UN Refugee Agency, warned today. 
   At the launch today of a new global campaign, called “Nobody Left Outside,” UNHCR said 
efforts to provide adequate shelter for refugees under its care were facing a half-billion-dollar 
deficit. Nobody Left Outside calls on the private sector to contribute funds for shelter solutions 
for 2 million refugees. The campaign is aimed at individuals, companies, foundations and 
philanthropists worldwide. 
   Forced displacement, most of it arising from war and conflict, has risen sharply in the past 
decade, largely a result of the Syria crisis, but also due to a proliferation of new displacement 
situations and unresolved old ones. Some 60 million people are today forcibly displaced, almost 
20 million of them refugees who have been forced to flee across international borders, and the 
rest people displaced within their own countries. Humanitarian funding is failing to keep pace. 
A shelter – be it a tent, a makeshift structure or a house – is the basic building block for 
refugees to survive and recover from the physical and mental effects of violence and 
persecution. Yet around the world, millions are struggling to get by in inadequate and often 
dangerous dwellings, barely able to pay the rent, and putting their lives, dignity and futures at 
risk. 
   “Shelter is the foundation stone for refugees to survive and recover, and should be 
considered a non-negotiable human right,” said Filippo Grandi, the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees. “As we tackle worldwide displacement on a level not seen since World War 2, no 
refugee should be left outside.” 
   The Nobody Left Outside campaign aims to raise funds from the private sector to build or 
improve shelter for 2 million refugees by 2018, amounting to almost one in eight of the 15.1 
million under UNHCR’s remit in mid 2015. The UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) cares for 
the remaining Palestinian refugees… 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
05/20/16 
IOM Assists 7,000 Victims of Human Trafficking Globally in 2015  
   Switzerland - Nearly 7,000 victims of trafficking were assisted by IOM in 115 countries during 
2015. 
 
Inter-Agency Humanitarian Aid Reaches Besieged Population in Harasta in Rural 
Damascus  
05/20/16 
   Syria - For the first time in four years, trucks loaded with food, nutritional supplements, 
medical, educational and hygiene supplies were mobilized to Harasta, Damascus. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals in 2016: 190,973; Deaths 1,359 
05/20/16 
   Italy - IOM reports an estimated 190,973 migrants and refugees have entered Europe by sea 
in 2016 through 18 May, arriving in Italy, Greece, Cyprus and Spain. 
 
IOM Supports Guinea in Implementing Community Event-Based Surveillance System 
to Prevent Resurgence of Ebola  
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05/20/16 
   Guinea - IOM, in partnership with International Medical Corps (IMC), last week (14/05) 
officially launched the Community Event-Based Surveillance (CEBS) system in the Kindia 
Prefecture, in the south-western region of Guinea, along the border with Sierra Leone. This 
brings to a total of four, the number of prefectures in which IOM is currently implementing the 
CEBS activities, after the Boke, Forecariah and Dubreka Prefectures. 
 
Number of Egyptian Unaccompanied Minors Arriving in Italy Soars in April 
05/17/16 
   Egypt - The number of Egyptian Unaccompanied Migrant Children (UMCs) arriving in Italy 
rose sharply in April 2016, with 638 children arriving in a single month, compared to only 34 
arriving in the first three months of the year. 
 
 
UN Women  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.unwomen.org/news/stories 
20 May 2016  
Getting humanitarian action right for women and girls  
   In a statement ahead of the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul from 23-24 May, UN 
Women Executive Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka says getting humanitarian action right for 
women is central to increasing the effectiveness of humanitarian response, bridging the gap 
with development, and accelerating the path to recovery for the millions affected. 
 
High-level conference focuses on how to make women’s equality a reality  
Date: 18 May 2016  
   At the “A Call to Action for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment” conference at UN 
Headquarters in New York on 17 May, experts and advocates highlighted solutions to address 
the existing barriers in advancing equality for women and girls 
 
Deputy Executive Director calls for cooperation to ensure safety and dignity of 
migrants and refugees  
Date: 18 May 2016  
   Remarks by UN Women Deputy Executive Director Lakshmi Puri at the “Large Movements of 
Refugees and Migrants: Critical Challenges for Sustainable Urbanization” event on 18 May in 
New Yor 
 
Statement on the International Day against Homophobia and Transphobia  
Date: 17 May 2016  
   This year’s International Day against Homophobia and Transphobia is the first in the context 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. UN Women Executive Director Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngcuka details how the agenda’s emphasis on universal respect for human rights and 
human dignity, the rule of law, justice, equality and non-discrimination, sets common goals to 
achieve a world in which every woman and girl enjoys full gender equality, all legal, social and 
economic barriers to their empowerment have been removed, and ‘no one is left behind’.  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 21 May 2016] 
South–East Asia region eliminates maternal and neonatal tetanus 
   May 2016 -- In a major public health feat, WHO South-East Asia Region has eliminated 
maternal and neonatal tetanus, with all districts across the 11 countries having reduced the 
cases to less 1 than per 1000 live births 
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Disease Outbreak News (DONs) 
:: 19 May 2016 - Haemorrhagic fever syndrome – South Sudan  
:: 18 May 2016 - Lassa Fever – Liberia  
:: 17 May 2016 - Human infection with avian influenza A(H7N9) virus – China  
:: 16 May 2016 - Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) – Saudi Arabia  
:: 16 May 2016 - Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) – Qatar 
 
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO  
:: WHO confirms Zika virus strain imported from the Americas to Cabo Verde 
BRAZZAVILLE / 20 May 2016 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO  
:: Zika risk communication, community engagement focus of new prevention efforts by CDC, 
CDC Foundation, PAHO in U.S. Territories and the Americas (05/18/2016)  
:: More government action needed to reverse the smoking epidemic in the Americas 
(05/18/2016) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: WHO South–East Asia Region eliminates Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus  
19 May 2016 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Women Deliver Conference – European Region challenged as best place for women and girls 
20-05-2016  
:: European Region successfully withdraws trivalent oral poliomyelitis (polio) vaccine 18-05-
2016  
:: WHO strategy highlights challenges and way forward for women’s health 18-05-2016  
:: WHO calls on countries to prepare as Zika virus expected to spread in Europe in late spring 
and summer 18-05-2016 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: New WHO guidelines to improve care for millions living with female genital mutilation 
17 May 2016  
:: National polio immunization campaign aims to vaccinate over 9 million children in Afghanistan 
16 May 2016  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
18 May 2016 
UNAIDS calls for inclusion and full participation of civil society organizations at the 
2016 United Nations General Assembly High-Level Meeting on Ending AIDS  
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UNAIDS calls for sustained investment and increased collaboration to develop an 
HIV vaccine  
18 May 2016  
 
UNAIDS calls for full and complete access to quality health care, including mental 
health care, for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people 
17 May 2016  
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Helen Clark: Speech at the Launch of the Sub-Regional Human Development Report 
on Risk-Proofing the Western Balkans: Empowering People to Prevent Disasters 
May 20, 2016  Sarajevo, Bosnia & Herzegovina 
 
World Humanitarian Summit: Growing crises need development answers 
May 20, 2016 
   Development is a key part of the solution to the unprecedented humanitarian crises the world 
currently faces, said the UNDP. 
 
Helen Clark: Keynote speech on Leveraging Innovation for Sustainable Development 
May 18, 2016   Islamic Development Bank Group Governors’ Forum - Jakarta, Indonesia 
 
UNDP and Islamic Development Bank Sign Partnership to Support the Sustainable 
Development Goals 
May 18, 2016 
   The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Islamic Development Bank 
Group (IDBG) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) today, to strengthen the 
collaboration between the two leading development institutions, to support the effective 
implementation and achievement of the SDGs. 
 
Helen Clark: Statement on International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and 
Biphobia 
May 17, 2016 
 
Helen Clark: Opening Statement at the 19th session of the High-level Committee on 
South-South Co-operation 
May 16, 2016  United Nations - New York, USA 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 21 May 2016] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 21 May 2016] 
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http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
25 - 26 MAY 2016   Budapest 
Fifth meeting of the HLG  
   The fifth meeting of the High-level Group for Partnership, Coordination and Capacity-Building 
for statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (HLG), is being held on 25-26 
May 2016 in Budapest, Hungary. 
   The main objectives of the fifth meeting of the HLG are to review and discuss the Global 
Action Plan for Data and incorporate key points from issue partners, and further define the next 
steps in the organization of the UN World Data Forum, including an update by the host country. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
Press Releases  
Toxic Crops and Zoonotic Disease: UNEP Identifies the Emerging Environmental 
Issues of Our Time  
   New report goes behind the headlines to examine some of the most worrying emerging 
environmental threats facing the world today, while offering ways to combat them  
20/05/2016  
 
Rate of Environmental Damage Increasing Across the Planet but There Is Still Time 
to Reverse Worst Impacts if Governments Act Now, UNEP Assessment Says  
   Landmark UNEP Assessment Puts State of the World's Environment under the Microscope  
19/05/2016  
 
China and India's GDP Will Be Hit Hardest by Global Food Price Shock  
   Report published by UNEP and Global Footprint Network ranks countries on the economic 
risks they face from a hike in food prices  
18/05/2016  
 
Increased resource efficiency could help cut global greenhouse gas emissions by 
74%, says new study  
   Increased resource efficiency can also lead to economic gains  
15/05/2016  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
20 May 2016 
World Humanitarian Summit: Leaving no one behind means investing in disaster 
risk management 
   The World Humanitarian Summit opens on Monday. The Head of UNISDR, Mr. Robert Glasser, 
is calling for a shift from managing disasters to managing disaster risk if the world is to reduce 
the numbers of people displaced by disasters. 

http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-03/
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27074&ArticleID=36181&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27074&ArticleID=36181&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27074&ArticleID=36180&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27074&ArticleID=36180&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27074&ArticleID=36179&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27074&ArticleID=36175&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27074&ArticleID=36175&l=en
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/48933
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/48933
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UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
20 May 2016, New York  
UN conference spotlights role of tourism in fighting poverty and building peace 
   Tourism plays a crucial role in lifting people out of poverty and building peace, participants 
from more than 100 countries gathered at a United Nations conference in Beijing, China, this 
week have said, calling for greater efforts to step up international cooperation in that regard.  
 
 
UNESCO  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Press Releases/News 
20 May 2016  
UNESCO focuses on education and the protection of journalists at World 
Humanitarian Summit 
 
19 May 2016  
Refugee children are five times more likely to be out of school than others 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
18 May 2016  
Director-General of UNESCO deplores severe damage at Church of Saint Simeon, 
World Heritage site in Syria 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted May 18, 2016 
UN-Habitat launches the World Cities Report 2016, Urbanization and Development: 
Emerging Futures  
   New York 18 May 2016— The new global flagship report on sustainable urban development 
launched by UN-Habitat on Wednesday, states that a New Urban Agenda is needed to unlock 
the transformative power of cities.  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
19-05-2016 
Food guidelines offer opportunities to protect the planet, too 
   What we eat matters not just for our health, but for the planet, too. Yet only a handful of 
pioneering governments have issued guidelines promoting “win-win” diets that can help tackle 
two of the most urgent challenges of our time: securing good nutrition for all and addressing 
climate change. 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/nocat-uncategorized/un-conference-spotlights-role-of-tourism-in-fighting-poverty-and-building-peace.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-focuses-education-and-protection-journalists-world-humanitarian-summit
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-focuses-education-and-protection-journalists-world-humanitarian-summit
http://en.unesco.org/news/refugee-children-are-five-times-more-likely-be-out-school-others
http://en.unesco.org/news/director-general-unesco-deplores-severe-damage-church-saint-simeon-world-heritage-site-syria
http://en.unesco.org/news/director-general-unesco-deplores-severe-damage-church-saint-simeon-world-heritage-site-syria
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
http://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-launches-the-world-cities-report-2016/
http://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-launches-the-world-cities-report-2016/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/414955/icode/
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16-05-2016 
Ground-breaking illegal fishing accord soon to enter into force 
   Illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing is about to become much more difficult 
thanks to the imminent entry into force of the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA), a 
ground-breaking international accord championed by FAO. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
European social model 
ILO calls on EU countries to boost and modernize social dialogue   
20 May 2016  
   ILO Deputy Director-General insists on the crucial role social dialogue can play to achieve 
balanced, sustainable and inclusive growth in European countries. 
 
WESO 2016 
Poverty goal of 2030 Agenda at risk without decent work   
18 May 2016  
   After a period of significant gains the pace of poverty reduction is threatened by a lack of 
decent jobs. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
13/05/2016  
Goal-based verification heralds new era for ship construction rules 
   Maritime Safety Committee confirm classification societies' ship construction rules for oil 
tankers and bulk carriers conform to the goals and functional requirements set by IMO. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f[0]=type%3Anews 
Publish Date: 20 May 2016  
April continues record temperature streak  
News  
   Global temperature records were broken yet again in April for the 12th consecutive month, 
the longest such streak in the 137-year record of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA ). Overall, 13 out of the 15 highest monthly temperature departures in 
the record have all occurred since February 2015. NOAA said the combined average 
temperature over global land and ocean surfaces for April 2016 was 1.10°C (1.98°F) above the 
20th century average of 13.7°C (56.7°F) - the highest temperature departure for April since 
global records began in 1880. 
 
CO2 breaches milestone, drives warming  
News  

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/414494/icode/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_482976/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/research/global-reports/weso/2016-transforming-jobs/WCMS_480792/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/13-GBS-.aspx
http://public.wmo.int/en/search?sort_by=changed&f%5b0%5d=type%3Anews
http://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/april-continues-record-temperature-streak
http://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/southern-hemisphere-breaches-co2-milestone
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Publish Date: 18 May 2016  

   Human activity has increased the direct warming effect of carbon dioxide (CO₂) in the 
atmosphere by 50 percent above pre-industrial levels during the past 25 years, according to 
NOAA's 10th Annual Greenhouse Gas Index . In 2015, the global average CO₂ concentration 
reached 399 parts per million, increasing by a record amount of almost 3 ppm. From the end of 
the Ice Age to the beginning of the industrial era, atmospheric carbon dioxide remained 
remarkably stable at 278 ppm.  
 
NOAA’s premier forecast model goes 4-D  
News from Members  
Publish Date: 17 May 2016  
   NOAA’s powerful new supercomputers paved the way for another upgrade to the U.S. Global 
Forecast System (GFS), NOAA’s primary model for weather prediction. Today’s upgrade builds 
on last year’s significant boost to the GFS, which more than doubled the resolution of the model 
grid from 27 kilometers to 13 kilometers, resulting in higher resolution model output and more 
precise weather forecasts and warnings. Today’s shift to 4-D ensemble hybrid data assimilation 
takes into account how weather systems evolve on a 3-D spatial grid over time, with time now 
becoming the fourth dimension. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Friday, 20 May 2016 
World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies and UNIDO partner to boost 
investments globally  
   VIENNA, 20 May 2016 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
and the World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) will cooperate on joint 
programmes, various projects pertaining to strengthening the private sector, and engage in 
activities aimed at scaling up investments for inclusive and sustainable industrial development…. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
20 May 2016 
First World Conference on Tourism for Development: Premier Li of China calls for 
higher financing for development in tourism 
   The role of tourism in fighting poverty and building peace were the key focus of the First 
World Conference on Tourism for Development. Opening the conference, Premier Li Keqiang 
underlined the role of tourism in lifting people out of poverty and the importance of stepping up 
international cooperation in tourism. The event, organized by UNWTO and the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China, gathered in Beijing 1000 participants from over 100 countries. 
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
20 May, 2016 

http://public.wmo.int/en/media/news-from-members/noaa%E2%80%99s-premier-forecast-model-goes-4-d
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/world-association-of-investment-promotion-agencies-and-unido-partner-to-boost-investments-globally.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/world-association-of-investment-promotion-agencies-and-unido-partner-to-boost-investments-globally.html
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2016-05-20/first-world-conference-tourism-development-premier-li-china-calls-higher-fi
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2016-05-20/first-world-conference-tourism-development-premier-li-china-calls-higher-fi
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8
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Global ICT regulatory meeting highlights need for inclusive and collaborative 
dialogue to accelerate socio-economic development 
Digital financial inclusion takes centre stage in development debates 
   Geneva,– More than 500 participants from some 70 countries, including government ministers 
and top international policy makers from the world’s information and communication technology 
(ICT) regulatory authorities and leading technology companies, met from 11 to 14 May in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, to attend ITU’s Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR-16). 
GSR, the world’s largest specialized gathering of ICT regulators and policy specialists from the 
public and private sector, was chaired this year by Yasser ElKady, Egypt’s Minister of 
Communications and Information Technology and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
country’s National Telecommunication Regulatory Authority (NTRA). The event was co-hosted 
by ITU and the NTRA under the patronage of Abdel Fatah El Sisi, President of the Arab Republic 
of Egypt. 
 
19 May 2016  
ITU and Child helpline International are working together to protect children online 
   Geneva,– ITU and Child Helpline International (CHI) launch the Campaign: “Partnering to 
Protect Children and Youth”, which aims to showcase how ITU membership (Member States, 
regulators, industry and academia) are strengthening the work of national child helplines while 
fostering awareness and collaboration on Child Online Protection (COP) issues. 
   In 2005, the World Summit on the Information Society adopted the Tunis Agenda, 
which specifically called for safeguards within the ICT environment “incorporating regulatory, 
self-regulatory, and other effective policies and frameworks to protect children and young 
people from abuse and exploitation through ICTs” and integrating them “into national plans of 
action and e-strategies”. 
   These goals are supported by recommendations in resolution 179 (ITU Plenipotentiary 
Conference, Busan, 2014) and Resolution 67 (World Telecommunication Development 
Conference, Dubai, 2014) 
   The ITU – CHI partnership aims to find technological solutions to protect children online at 
both global and regional levels… 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 

http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2016/CM07.aspx#.V0BsveQt0Q0
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2016/CM07.aspx#.V0BsveQt0Q0
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2016/CM06.aspx#.V0BsaOQt0Q0
https://www.itu.int/en/action/cybersecurity/Documents/Resolutions/pp-14_Res.%20179.pdf
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Cybersecurity/Documents/67revDubai.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
20/05/2016 
EU helps reshape international assistance at the World Humanitarian Summit 
   The EU and its Member States will jointly call for a global partnership for a more efficient and 
effective humanitarian aid system at the first-ever World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul, 
Turkey next week.  
:: Read more about the EU's vision on reshaping aid in the Council Conclusions adopted on 12 
May 2016. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
16/05/2016 
Education during crises: EU and UNICEF launch "#EmergencyLessons" 
communication campaign 
   Today, around 37 million children are out of school in crisis-affected countries. Yet, school not 
only provides children in emergencies with the skills they need to build more prosperous futures 
for themselves and their communities, but also a safe...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
May 19, 2016   |   Press Releases  
First World Humanitarian Summit: African Union is going to Istanbul with its own 
commitments to the continent and its people  
 
May 18, 2016   |   Press Releases  
Haiti will not be admitted as African Union Member State at next Summit in Kigali, 
Rwanda  
 
May 16, 2016   |   Press Releases  
African Union Calls for intensification of efforts to improve Maternal and Child 
Survival at the Women Deliver Conference  
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 21 May 2016] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-helps-reshape-international-assistance-world-humanitarian-summit_en
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8850-2016-INIT/en/pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/education-during-crises-eu-and-unicef-launch-emergencylessons-communication-campaign_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/education-during-crises-eu-and-unicef-launch-emergencylessons-communication-campaign_en
http://www.au.int/en/
http://www.au.int/en/pressreleases/30355/first-world-humanitarian-summit-african-union-going-istanbul-its-own-commitments
http://www.au.int/en/pressreleases/30355/first-world-humanitarian-summit-african-union-going-istanbul-its-own-commitments
http://www.au.int/en/pressreleases/30342/haiti-will-not-be-admitted-african-union-member-state-next-summit-kigali-rwanda
http://www.au.int/en/pressreleases/30342/haiti-will-not-be-admitted-african-union-member-state-next-summit-kigali-rwanda
http://www.au.int/en/pressreleases/30334/african-union-calls-intensification-efforts-improve-maternal-and-child-survival
http://www.au.int/en/pressreleases/30334/african-union-calls-intensification-efforts-improve-maternal-and-child-survival
http://www.asean.org/news
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
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European Union helps reshape international assistance at the World Humanitarian 
Summit    
Date: 20/05/2016  
   Commission - Press release European Brussels, 20 May 2016 Over 50 world leaders and 5,000 
humanitarian, development and political stakeholders gather on 23-24 May, in Istanbul, to 
share responsibility to reverse the trend for increasing humanitarian needs and improve the 
effectiveness of response.  
 
EU announces €19 million new support for women and girls' empowerment at 
''Women Deliver'' Conference  
Date: 19/05/2016  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 19 May 2016 Today, the EU has reconfirmed 
its support to women and girls' empowerment by announcing €19 million support to gender-
driven international projects. EU Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development, 
Neven Mimica, made the announcement at the ''Women Deliver'' Conference in Copenhagen 
today,...  
 
Commission adopts first Report on progress in the fight against trafficking in human 
beings    
Date: 19/05/2016  
   European - Press release Commission Brussels, 19 May 2016 Commission adopts first Report 
on progress in the fight against trafficking in human beings The European Commission is today 
reporting on progress in the fight against trafficking in human beings.  
:: Factsheet: First Commission Report on the progress made in the fight against trafficking in 
human beings 
:: Commission Report on the progress made in the fight against trafficking in human beings 
(2016) 
 
Relocation and Resettlement: EU Member States must act to sustain current 
management of flows    
Date: 18/05/2016  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 18 May 2016 Relocation and Resettlement: EU 
Member States must act to sustain current management of flows © European Union 2016 
Today, the Commission adopted its latest progress report on the EU's emergency relocation and 
resettlement schemes, assessing actions taken up to 13 May...  
 
 

OECD  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
15-May-2016 
OECD proposes new approach to assess young people’s understanding of global 
issues and attitudes toward cultural diversity and tolerance  
   15/05/2016 - Schools increasingly need to prepare young people for an interconnected world 
where they will live and work with people from different backgrounds and cultures. As a first 
step to understanding young people’s attitudes, values and knowledge of global issues, the 
OECD is currently working on a new test to be included in the 2018 Programme for 
International Student Assessment (PISA). At the meeting of G7 Education Ministers that took 
place in Kurashiki, Japan, on 14 May, Ministers noted that this assessment may well provide a 
metric to measure progress in this area. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1829_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1829_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1807_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1807_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1757_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1757_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/organized-crime-and-human-trafficking/trafficking-in-human-beings/docs/factsheet_commission_report_on_the_progress_made_in_the_fight_against_trafficking_in_human_beings_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/organized-crime-and-human-trafficking/trafficking-in-human-beings/docs/factsheet_commission_report_on_the_progress_made_in_the_fight_against_trafficking_in_human_beings_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/organized-crime-and-human-trafficking/trafficking-in-human-beings/docs/commission_report_on_the_progress_made_in_the_fight_against_trafficking_in_human_beings_2016_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/organized-crime-and-human-trafficking/trafficking-in-human-beings/docs/commission_report_on_the_progress_made_in_the_fight_against_trafficking_in_human_beings_2016_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1763_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1763_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/oecd-proposes-new-approach-to-assess-young-peoples-understanding-of-global-issues-and-attitudes-toward-cultural-diversity-and-tolerance.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/oecd-proposes-new-approach-to-assess-young-peoples-understanding-of-global-issues-and-attitudes-toward-cultural-diversity-and-tolerance.htm
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    This PISA assessment of global competence would offer the first, comprehensive overview of 
education systems’ success in equipping young people to support the development of peaceful, 
diverse communities. 
    “Finding innovative solutions to escalating problems, from the depletion of natural resources 
to a fairer distribution of wealth and opportunity, depends on the ability of people to act 
creatively and ethically, and in collaboration with others.  But in many countries, social 
cohesion, the bedrock for collaboration, is growing weaker. The challenge now is to embed 
global competence in schools around the world so that young people are better equipped for 
today’s fast-changing, globalised world,” said Gabriela Ramos, OECD Chief of Staff and Sherpa, 
who presented the report as part of the OECD’s contribution to the G7 Education Ministers’ 
Meeting in Kurashiki. “Global competence is the centrepiece of a broader vision for 21st Century 
education, shaped by three principles: equity, cohesion and sustainability.” 
    The assessment, developed in consultation with OECD member countries and expert 
advisors, would involve a test of 15-year-olds, taken alongside separate tests in reading, 
mathematics and science. A questionnaire would analyse students’ attitudes, such as openness, 
respect for others and responsibility, as well  the value they place on human dignity and cultural 
diversity. 
    The OECD’s proposal for the PISA 2018 Global Competence Assessment is available at 
www.oecd.org/pisa/aboutpisa/Global-competency-for-an-inclusive-world.pdf   
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
Press Release  
Message from the OAS Secretary General to the President of Venezuela 
  May 18, 2016  
President Nicolás Maduro, 
I am not a CIA agent. And your lie, even if it is repeated a thousand times, will never be true. 
Nevertheless it should be clarified, although this is to deny the absurd. My conscience is clear, 
President, and my behavior more so. There is no threat that you can make that will even 
remotely affect either. 
 
I am not a traitor. I am not a traitor to ideas, nor to principles, and this means that I am not a 
traitor to my people, those who feel themselves represented by the principles of freedom, 
honesty, decency, public integrity (yes, those who assume power as poor people and leave the 
same way), democracy and human rights. But you are, President. You betray your people and 
your supposed ideology with your rambling tirades, you are a traitor to ethics in politics with 
your lies and you betray the most sacred principle in politics, which is to subject yourself to the 
scrutiny of your people. 
 
You should return the riches of those who have governed with you to your country, because 
they belong to the people, you should return justice to your people in all the senses of the word 
(including finding the true killers of the 43 and not the people you hold prisoner for their ideas, 
although they may not be yours nor mine). You should return the political prisoners to their 
families. 
 
You should give the National Assembly back its legitimate power, because this comes from the 
people, you should return to the people the decision about their future. You will never be able 
to give back the lives of the children who have died in hospitals because they did not have 
medicine, you will never be able to free your people from so much suffering, so much 
intimidation, so much misery, so much distress and anxiety. 

http://www.oecd.org/pisa/aboutpisa/Global-competency-for-an-inclusive-world.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/aboutpisa/Global-competency-for-an-inclusive-world.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-062/16
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I hope that no one commits the folly of carrying out a coup d’état against you, but also that you 
yourself do not do so. It is your duty. You have an obligation to public decency to hold the 
recall referendum in 2016, because when politics are polarized the decision must go back to the 
people. That is what the Constitution says. To deny the people that vote, to deny them the 
possibility of deciding, would make you just another petty dictator, like so many this 
Hemisphere has had. 
 
I know that the OAS and my work bothers you because, as the song goes, “entre los Ceibos 
estorba un Quebracho.” I am sorry to inform you that I neither bow down, nor am I 
intimidated. 
Reference: E-062/16 
  
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv3/news/?lan=en 
[Selected Press Releases, Announcements] 
The OIC Secretariat Presents its Commitments to the World Humanitarian Summit 
   The Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) will be participating in 
the first-ever World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) which will take place in Istanbul, Turkey on 
23-24 May 2016.  
21/05/2016 
 
OIC Operationalizes its Conflicts Resolution Mechanism 
   The first consultative session of the OIC Wise Persons Council (WPC) and the Special Envoys 
of the Secretary General (SESGs) was held at the General Secretariat on 17-18 May 2016. The 
event marks the operationalization of the OIC mechanism for conflicts resolution and peace 
building, strengthening the role of the Organization in the field of mediation and preventive 
diplomacy. 
18/05/2016 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by H.E. Mrs. Chulamanee Chartsuwan, 
Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative and Chargè d' affaires, a.i. of the Kingdom 
of Thailand to the United Nations, at the Habitat III informal intergovernmental 
meetings (New York, 18 May 2016) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mrs. Chulamanee Chartsuwan, 
Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Thailand to the United 
Nations, at nineteenth session of the High-level Committee on South-South 
Cooperation (New York, 16 May 2016) 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 21 May 2016] 

http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv3/news/?lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv3/topic/?t_id=11213&ref=4409&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv3/topic/?t_id=11205&ref=4407&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=160518
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=160518
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=160518
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=160518
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=160516c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=160516c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=160516c
http://www.g77.org/statement/getstatement.php?id=160516c
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
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http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
19 MAY 2016 
Parliaments’ health role to be stepped up after IPU Global Fund address 
   The power of parliaments and MPs must be harnessed nationally and globally to deliver better 
health outcomes for citizens, IPU Secretary General Martin Chungong has told the board of the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. In the first address of its kind, Mr 
Chungong stressed the vital role of parliaments and parliamentarians within their own countries 
in areas such as devising policies, allocating resources and holding governments to account. 
Globally, it was also key for bodies such as the Global Fund to work with parliaments, linking 
the political community with the technical community to ensure the best possible results, he 
told the meeting in the Côte d’Ivoire capital, Abidjan. Mr Chungong urged governments to 
include MPs in all delegations to the Global Fund board and similar high-level events, as well as 
country co-ordination mechanisms, to maximize parliamentary engagement and partnership. He 
invited the Fund’s senior leadership to the next IPU world Assembly. The Global Fund is already 
a technical partner on IPU’s Advisory Group on HIV/AIDS and Maternal, Newborn and Child 
Health. The board thanked Mr Chungong for his inspiring speech, and stressed its commitment 
to an ongoing partnership with IPU. It pledged to initiate greater parliamentary involvement in 
country co-ordinating mechanisms and relevant processes, to maximise the impact on the 
ground. 
 
Key nutrition role for IPU Secretary General 
19 MAY 2016 
   IPU Secretary General Martin Chungong is to play a significant role in the Scaling Up Nutrition 
(SUN) Movement, which is catalyzing the global fight against malnutrition… 
 
IPU Secretary General sets out Gender Champions vision 
18 MAY 2016 
   IPU Secretary General Martin Chungong has stressed the organization's commitment to 
working for gender equality and has outlined strategic steps necessary for progress… 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
9 May 2016 
ICC launches new website 
 
:::::: 
 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201605192
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201605191
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm#201605181
http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/index.php?p1=6&p2=1
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1213
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World Bank [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
World Bank Group Launches Groundbreaking Financing Facility to Protect Poorest 
Countries against Pandemics  
   First-ever insurance and pandemic bonds will save lives and protect economies SENDAI, 
Japan, May 21, 2016—The World Bank Group today launched the Pandemic Emergency 
Financing Facility (PEF)… 
Date: May 21, 2016 Type: Press Release 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
World Bank Approves US$150 Million Support for Kenya’s Youth  
   WASHINGTON, May 19, 2016 — The World Bank Board of Executive Directors today approved 
a US$150 million International Development Association (IDA)* program to support 280,000 
Kenyan youth to increase their...  
Date: May 20, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
World Bank Provides Additional $100 Million to Improve Vocational Skills and 
Employability of 420,000 Bangladeshi Youth  
   Dhaka, May 08, 2016 – The government of Bangladesh launched today implementation of 
$100 million additional financing provided by the World Bank to strengthen technical and 
vocational education in the...  
Date: May 19, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
World Bank Study Shows Shanghai’s #1 Global Ranking in Reading, Math, & Science 
Rests on Strong Education System with Great Teachers  
   SHANGHAI, May 17, 2016—A new World Bank report shows that Shanghai’s stellar 
performance on international tests of student learning is linked to a strong education system 
with efficient public financing....  
Date: May 17, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
Digital Technologies Have Spread Rapidly, But Digital Dividends Have Lagged 
Behind, says New World Bank Report  
   DHAKA, May 16, 2016 ─ With around 130 million mobile phone subscribers, the digital 
technologies are spreading rapidly in Bangladesh. Yet, Bangladesh has the fifth largest number 
of people who are not...  
Date: May 16, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
May 20, 2016 
Press Release: IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde Calls for Global Solidarity 
to Address Humanitarian Challenges  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 21 May 2016] 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/21/world-bank-group-launches-groundbreaking-financing-facility-to-protect-poorest-countries-against-pandemics
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/21/world-bank-group-launches-groundbreaking-financing-facility-to-protect-poorest-countries-against-pandemics
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/20/world-bank-approves-us150-million-support-for-kenyas-youth
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/19/100-million-improve-vocational-skills-employability
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/19/100-million-improve-vocational-skills-employability
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/16/world-bank-study-shows-shanghais-1-global-ranking-in-reading-math-science-rests-on-strong-education-system-with-great-teachers
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/16/world-bank-study-shows-shanghais-1-global-ranking-in-reading-math-science-rests-on-strong-education-system-with-great-teachers
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/16/digital-technologies-have-spread-rapidly-but-digital-dividends-have-lagged-behind-says-new-world-bank-report
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/05/16/digital-technologies-have-spread-rapidly-but-digital-dividends-have-lagged-behind-says-new-world-bank-report
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr16234.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr16234.htm
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http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
AfDB champions energy access and job creation for youth at the WEF 
   18/05/2016 - At the just-concluded World Economic Forum on Africa, the African 
Development Bank reiterated the need to improve energy access to all in efforts to industrialise 
the continent. President Akinwumi Adesina, while participating in a presidential panel on 
Implementing Africa's Development Agendas, said, "Without electricity, nothing happens. We 
need to light up and power Africa as energy is key to industrialisation". 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
18 May 2016 
ADB, Japan-Assisted Project to Promote Tourism Jobs in Mon State 
   ADB and the Government of Myanmar signed an agreement for a $3 million grant to support 
the development of tourism-based micro and small enterprises in Mon state. 
 
16 May 2016 
ADB Launches Youth Video Contest To Find New Transport Ideas for Asia 
   ADB today launched a youth video competition—“Are We There Yet? Our Journey to a 
Sustainable Transport Future” to coincide with ADB’s 5th Transport Forum in Manila, Philippines 
from 12-16 September. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2016 
19 May 2016 
We cannot keep jumping from crisis to crisis, IFAD’s Chief Strategist to tell world 
leaders in Istanbul  
 
18 May 2016 
Central America strengthens partnerships for policy dialogue on family farming  
 
18 May 2016 
Investing in rural development will stabilize African communities IFAD President 
tells Italy-Africa Ministerial Conference  
English | French | Italian  
 
17 May 2016 
Vice President of UN agency renews commitment to fighting poverty in rural 
Pakistan  

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-champions-energy-access-and-job-creation-for-youth-at-the-wef-15673/
http://www.adb.org/news/releases
http://www.adb.org/news/adb-japan-assisted-project-promote-tourism-jobs-mon-state
http://www.adb.org/news/adb-japan-assisted-project-promote-tourism-jobs-mon-state
http://www.adb.org/news/adb-launches-youth-video-contest-find-new-transport-ideas-asia
http://www.adb.org/news/adb-launches-youth-video-contest-find-new-transport-ideas-asia
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2016
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=22347916&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=22347916&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=22219915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=22195915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=22195915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=22195915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=22195915&locale=fr_FR
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=22195915&locale=it_IT
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=22001915&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=22001915&locale=en_US
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*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Published: 18 May 2016  
Women Deliver Conference 
   The 4th Women Deliver Conference is taking place this week in Copenhagen, Denmark, with 
over 5,000 delegates from over 150 countries meeting to discuss how to make the Sustainable 
Development Goals...  
   … Amref Health Africa has a strong representation at the conference from Africa, Europe and 
North America, led by Group CEO Dr Githinji Gitahi.  “As the leading health development NGO 
based in Africa, this conference provides a great opportunity for Amref Health Africa to share 
and gain insights and experiences on delivering for women and girls in Africa. Our 
organisational focus on the health of women and children fits right in with the global health 
agenda and is critical to the success of the SDG in Africa,” said Dr Gitahi… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
Thursday, 19 May 2016 00:00  
BRAC Manthan Digital Innovation Award 2016 
   …A joint collaboration between BRAC and Digital Empowerment Foundation (DEF) based in 
India, has launched the Bangladeshi chapter of Manthan Award, the most prestigious award in 
the field of ICT and digital innovation in the Asia Pacific, as ‘BRAC Manthan Digital Innovation 
Award’, with a vision to recognise our local talent in an international platform. The winners of 
BRAC Manthan Digital Innovation Award will find a direct entry to Manthan Award, Asia, 
allowing them the space to perform against international competitors… 
 
CARE International  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 21 May 2016] 

http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/women-deliver-conference/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.brac.net/component/k2/item/960-brac-manthan-digital-innovation-award-2016
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
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http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
20.05.2016 
Record year for the Danish Refugee Council 
   With more than 60 million refugees worldwide the Danish Refugee Council has seen a great 
increase in its workload and has been busier than ever. 
 
DRC/DDG Horn of Africa and Yemen Annual Report 2015 
19.05.16 
   The DRC/DDG Horn of Africa and Yemen (HoAY) regional office is pleased to present its 2015 
Annual Report which provides insight into the programmatic work carried out in the country 
offices, achievement and lessons learnt acros... 
 
DRC’s commitments for the World Humanitarian Summit 
19.05.16 
   Read the Danish Refugee Council's commitments on each of the five core responsibility areas 
in the Agenda for Humanity in connection with the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul next 
week  
 
DRC/DDG MENA Annual Report 2015 
17.05.16 
   The Danish Refugee Council and Danish Demining Group MENA Annual Report 2015 
summarizes key achievements in the seven countries it operates in. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 21 May 2016]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
Posted on 05/12/2016, 17:22 
Global Study Finds Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism is 
Increasing and Occurring in Every Part of the World 
   A two-year Global Study initiated by ECPAT International published today reveals that more 
children are being sexually exploited than ever before and that this is an endemic phenomenon 
throughout the world. The report findings come despite a 20-year multi-sector effort to end the 
Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism (SECTT).  
[see Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 21 May 2016]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
May 20, 2016 
World Humanitarian Summit: people with disabilities need impartial and effective 
aid during emergencies 

http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
https://drc.dk/news/annual-report-news-story
https://drc.dk/news/drcddg-horn-of-africa-and-yemen-annual-report-2015
https://drc.dk/news/drc-s-commitments-to-the-world-humanitarian-summit
https://drc.dk/news/drcddg-mena-annual-report-2015
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news/global-study-finds-sexual-exploitation-children-travel-and-tourism-increasing-and-occurring
http://www.ecpat.net/news/global-study-finds-sexual-exploitation-children-travel-and-tourism-increasing-and-occurring
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.handicap-international.us/world_humanitarian_summit_people_with_disabilities_need_impartial_and_effective_aid_during_emergencies
http://www.handicap-international.us/world_humanitarian_summit_people_with_disabilities_need_impartial_and_effective_aid_during_emergencies
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   Silver Spring, MD—The World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul, Turkey offers hope for an 
often forgotten population: the millions of people with disabilities affected by humanitarian 
crises. From May 23-24, the world has a unique opportunity to focus representatives of NGOs, 
States, and funding bodies on the needs of this population, which is made acutely vulnerable 
during natural disasters and conflicts. A new Charter on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in 
Humanitarian Action[1], the drafting of which was coordinated by Handicap International, urges 
these actors to both attend the summit, and sign the Charter. 
   If it gains adequate support, the Charter will have a significant impact on the living conditions 
of people with disabilities during emergencies. “Implementing this Charter will mark a major 
step towards providing more impartial and effective aid,” explains Anne Héry, head of advocacy 
and institutional relations at Handicap International. “Many people with disabilities are left 
behind by emergency response, and this goes some way towards correcting that injustice.” 
   By signing, NGOs, States, and humanitarian aid funding bodies are reaffirming their 
commitment to upholding the rights and meeting the needs of people with disabilities during an 
emergency. Signatories promise that their future humanitarian actions will be inclusive of 
people with disabilities, based on five principals: 
:: non-discrimination and recognition of the diversity of people with disabilities; 
:: involvement of people with disabilities in developing humanitarian programs; 
:: ensuring services and humanitarian assistance are equally available for and accessible to all 
people with disabilities; 
:: implementation of inclusive global policies; 
:: cooperation and coordination among humanitarian actors to improve inclusion of people with 
disabilities… 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 21 May 2016]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
ICRC  [to 21 May 2016] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases and Articles  
Article - 18 May 2016  
World Humanitarian Summit: Istanbul and beyond 
   Perspectives and pledges of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement on the 
occasion of the World Humanitarian Summit 
 
 
IFRC   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
21 May 2016 - Red Cross prepares for further flooding and landslides as Cyclone 
Roanu bears down on Bangladesh and Myanmar  
 
19 May 2016 - Red Crescent teams provide psychosocial support following EgyptAir 
disaster  

http://www.handicap-international.org/fileadmin/Charter.pdf
http://www.handicap-international.org/fileadmin/Charter.pdf
http://www.handicap-international.us/world_humanitarian_summit_people_with_disabilities_need_impartial_and_effective_aid_during_emergencies#_ftn1
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/world-humanitarian-summit-istanbul-and-beyond
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/asia-pacific/malaysia/red-cross-prepares-for-further-flooding-and-landslides-as-cyclone-roanu-bears-down-on-bangladesh-and-myanmar/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/asia-pacific/malaysia/red-cross-prepares-for-further-flooding-and-landslides-as-cyclone-roanu-bears-down-on-bangladesh-and-myanmar/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/middle-east-and-north-africa/egypt/red-crescent-teams-provide-psychosocial-support-following-egyptair-disaster/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/middle-east-and-north-africa/egypt/red-crescent-teams-provide-psychosocial-support-following-egyptair-disaster/
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19 May 2016 - Red Cross appeals for support for drought-hit communities in Timor 
Leste  
 
19 May 2016 - Yellow fever: urgent action needed to prevent international crisis  
 
18 May 2016 - Grab and IFRC Partner to Improve Road Safety and Disaster Response 
for Southeast Asia  
 
17 May 2016 - Southern Africa: IFRC announces major initiative to scale-up drought 
response, strengthen resilience 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Selected Press Releases 
20 May 2016 
THE WORLD HUMANITARIAN SUMMIT NEEDS TO DELIVER CONCRETE 
COMMITMENTS TOWARDS IMPROVING AID EFFECTIVENESS  
 
19 May 2016 
Ongoing upheaval at the informal refugee site at Idomeni speaks to refugees’ 
mounting frustrations  
 
 
IRCT  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News  
Hungary: Cordelia celebrates 20 years of rehabilitation work 
19 May 2016 
  
News  
Committee against Torture calls on the Philippines to fully implement rehabilitation 
programme 
17 May 2016 
  
News  
Committee against Torture urges Turkey to take serious action to end torture and 
stop crackdown on civil society 
17 May 2016 
  
News  
Committee against Torture is deeply concerned about ill-treatment of minors and 
lack of rehabilitation for asylum seekers in Israel  
17 May 2016 
  
News  
Committee against Torture calls on France to ensure identification and rehabilitation 
for torture victims seeking asylum 
17 May 2016 
  

http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/asia-pacific/timor-leste/red-cross-appeals-for-support-for-drought-hit-communities-in-timor-leste/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/asia-pacific/timor-leste/red-cross-appeals-for-support-for-drought-hit-communities-in-timor-leste/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/africa/angola/yellow-fever-urgent-action-needed-to-prevent-international-crisis/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/asia-pacific/singapore/grab-and-ifrc-partner-to-improve-road-safety-and-disaster-response-for-southeast-asia/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/asia-pacific/singapore/grab-and-ifrc-partner-to-improve-road-safety-and-disaster-response-for-southeast-asia/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/southern-africa-ifrc-announces-major-initiative-to-scale-up-drought-response-strengthen-resilience/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/southern-africa-ifrc-announces-major-initiative-to-scale-up-drought-response-strengthen-resilience/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/world-humanitarian-summit-needs-deliver-concrete-commitments-towards-improving-aid-ef
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/world-humanitarian-summit-needs-deliver-concrete-commitments-towards-improving-aid-ef
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/ongoing-upheaval-informal-refugee-site-idomeni-speaks-refugees%E2%80%99-mounting-frustrations
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/ongoing-upheaval-informal-refugee-site-idomeni-speaks-refugees%E2%80%99-mounting-frustrations
http://www.irct.org/
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news.aspx?PID=13717&M=NewsV2&Action=1&NewsId=4047
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news.aspx?PID=13717&M=NewsV2&Action=1&NewsId=4046
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news.aspx?PID=13717&M=NewsV2&Action=1&NewsId=4046
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news.aspx?PID=13717&M=NewsV2&Action=1&NewsId=4045
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news.aspx?PID=13717&M=NewsV2&Action=1&NewsId=4045
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news.aspx?PID=13717&M=NewsV2&Action=1&NewsId=4044
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news.aspx?PID=13717&M=NewsV2&Action=1&NewsId=4044
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news.aspx?PID=13717&M=NewsV2&Action=1&NewsId=4043
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news.aspx?PID=13717&M=NewsV2&Action=1&NewsId=4043
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Islamic Relief   [to 21 May 2016]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
May 17, 2016  
World Humanitarian Summit: Islamic Relief’s key messages 
What we want the summit to change and why 
   We asked nearly 1,000 people across 16 national consultations what they wanted to achieve 
at the World Humanitarian Summit. 
   These findings have shaped the key messages we are taking to the summit on May 23-24, 
putting people affected by natural and man-made disasters at the heart of humanitarian relief… 

 
 
Landsea   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 21 May 2016]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
CAR: MSF Condemns Violent Attack and Killing of Staff Member 
May 19, 2016 
   AMSTERDAM/BANGUI, CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC—A staff member of the international 
medical humanitarian organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 
was shot and killed yesterday during an ambush on two MSF vehicles in Central African 
Republic (CAR), the organization said today, condemning the attack in the strongest possible 
terms. 
 
Press release 
MSF Response to O’Neill Report on Antimicrobial Resistance 
May 19, 2016 
   The O’Neill Report is the British Government’s response to tackling the emerging antibiotic 
resistance crisis. In order to overcome this global threat, all countries must play their part and 
take action to address the crisis, including funding research and development for new tools—
new classes of antibiotics, but also diagnostics and vaccines—while ensuring sustainable and 
affordable access for those new tools. At the same time, steps need to be taken to conserve 
existing antibiotics for as long as possible. 
 
Press release 
Countries Must Reject Further Changes to the TPP That Would Worsen Access to 
Affordable Medicines 
May 16, 2016 
   US officials are expected to use this week’s APEC meeting to discuss extending the length of 
monopoly market protection for biologic medicines and vaccines. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
May 19, 2016 
Mercy Corps: To Fix a Broken System, World Humanitarian Summit Must Disrupt It 

http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/
http://www.islamic-relief.org/world-humanitarian-summit-islamic-reliefs-key-messages/
http://www.islamic-relief.org/consulting-1000-people-across-16-countries/
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/car-msf-condemns-violent-attack-and-killing-staff-member
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/central-african-republic
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/central-african-republic
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/msf-response-o%E2%80%99neill-report-antimicrobial-resistance
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/countries-must-reject-further-changes-tpp-would-worsen-access-affordable-medicines
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/countries-must-reject-further-changes-tpp-would-worsen-access-affordable-medicines
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-fix-broken-system-world-humanitarian-summit-must-disrupt-it
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May 19, 2016 
At first-ever summit, tackling root causes of conflict head-on is key  
   Istanbul, Turkey – The global organization Mercy Corps is joining other international 
organizations, world leaders and the private sector for the first-ever World Humanitarian 
Summit to address a humanitarian system that is no longer capable of meeting exponentially 
growing need in a world facing a confluence of displacement, crisis and fragility.  
   With nearly 60 million people forcibly displaced from their homes and one in four people 
struggling to survive in countries trapped in conflict, Mercy Corps is making its case for 
rethinking how to fix the humanitarian system. 
   “The system is not just broke, it is broken,” says Neal Keny-Guyer, Chief Executive Officer of 
Mercy Corps. “It is no longer sufficient solely to call for more funding and resources to deal with 
the humanitarian impact of crises.” 
   With 89 percent of global funding for humanitarian aid spent on lifesaving assistance in 
conflict situations that have lasted three or more years, the time is ripe to disrupt the system 
and prioritize investments tackling root causes of conflict, such as feelings of injustice driven by 
marginalization, security abuses and weak governance.  
   In response to a request from the UN Secretary General, Mercy Corps presents three core 
commitments for the Agenda for Humanity, a framework for action following the Summit:  
:: Address root causes of conflict and work to reduce fragility by investing in the community-led 
development of inclusive, peaceful societies and integrating conflict-mitigation and 
peacebuilding initiatives into humanitarian responses. 
:: Meet people’s immediate humanitarian needs while at the same time reducing risk and 
vulnerability by shifting from a top-down aid delivery model to a system that empowers people 
to use their local insights to better withstand crises and manage ongoing challenges. 
:: Increase and diversify global support and share of resources for people in fragile and 
emergency situations… 
  
 
Operation Smile  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
18 May 2016 
Sri Lanka landslide and flooding - Oxfam launches aid effort  
   Oxfam is using its in-country aid stocks to provide essential household items and portable 
toilets to families hit by the Sri Lankan landslides and flood. A team of Oxfam aid workers is 
assessing the scale of the crisis and how best the agency can provide further help. Initial plans 
for Oxfam's response are estimated to be in the region of $350,000.  
 
16 May 2016 
As climate negotiators meet in Bonn, El Niño shows dire need for adaptation funds  
   With 2016 on track to be the hottest year ever and a super-charged El Niño putting over 60 
million lives at the mercy of unpredictable climate shocks, it’s more urgent than ever to help 
communities adapt to climate change, said Oxfam at the start of the United Nation’s climate 
conference in Bonn, Germany. 
 

http://www.mercycorps.org/
http://www.mercycorps.org/research-resources/cracking-code-enhancing-emergency-response-resilience-complex-crises
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/world-humanitarian-summit-whs-commitments
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-05-18/sri-lanka-landslide-and-flooding-oxfam-launches-aid-effort
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-05-16/climate-negotiators-meet-bonn-el-nino-shows-dire-need-adaptation
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Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
New report  
Reaching the most vulnerable? 
NRC Nigeria (20.05.2016)  
   The Lake Chad Basin is today’s Africa’s fastest growing displacement crisis with approximately 
2.6 million people displaced as a result of Boko Haram related violence. The region is also 
experiencing acute humanitarian challenges with approximately 9.2 million people in need of 
urgent assistance. 
 
Colombia  
Thousands forced to flee North-Western Colombia 
(19.05.2016)  
   NRC is currently responding to a recent and increasingly massive displacement departing 
Choco, in North-western Colombia.  
   Since April 2016, over 5,800 people have fled their homes to escape armed clashes between 
non-state armed groups, fighting for territorial control of the area, and on-going hostilities, in 
the context of the country’s civil war.  An additional 6,000 people have had their movements 
severely restricted as a result of the fighting and bombing raids in these areas. 
 
 
Pact   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.pactworld.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Press release | May 17, 2016 
PATH and Laerdal Global Health to accelerate global access to an innovative feeding 
cup for preterm and high-risk newborns 
   The new feeding cup delivers lifesaving nutrients to newborns in low-resource settings who 
have difficulty breastfeeding 
 
Press release | May 17, 2016 
PATH in collaboration with Novartis Foundation announce innovative program to 
tackle hypertension in Vietnam  
   Communities for Healthy Hearts will improve hypertension screening and management with a 
focus on empowering patients and health care workers 
 
 
Plan International  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
Press Release 
One month after Ecuador earthquake, girls must remain a priority 

http://www.nrc.no/
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9218490#.V0A0AOQt0Q0
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9218376#.V0A0T-Qt0Q0
http://www.pactworld.org/news
http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/764/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/764/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/763/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/763/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
https://plan-international.org/one-month-after-ecuador-earthquake-girls-must-remain-priority
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16 May 2016 
   QUITO, ECUADOR - One month after a 7.8-magnitude earthquake wreaked havoc in parts of 
Ecuador, child rights organisation Plan International is calling for greater action to protect the 
more than 250.000 girls, boys and teenagers who have been affected by the disaster, 
particularly girls and teenage women who are the most vulnerable in these types of situations… 
 
 
Save The Children [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
May 16, 2016 
Half of All Refugee Children Are Out of School Leaving Them Exposed to Exploitation 
and Abuse  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Tostan  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 21 May 2016]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Amnesty International  [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/search/?q=&resourceType=pressrelease 
Selected Press Releases, Statements 
Press Release  
EU-Turkey deal: Greek decision highlights fundamental flaws 
20 May 2016, 19:11 UTC  
   A Syrian national who arrived on the Greek island of Lesvos has won an appeal against a 
decision that would have led to his forcible return to Turkey, underscoring the fundamental 
flaws in the migration deal agreed in March between the European Union and Turkey, Amnesty 
International said. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
World Humanitarian Summit: contempt for international law drives refugee crisis 
20 May 2016, 16:19 UTC  
   Unless world leaders decisively address the widespread disregard for international law that is 
forcing millions of people from their homes, any moves to improve the humanitarian system will 
fail to tackle the underlying causes of the refugee crisis, said Amnesty International ahead of 
the World Humanitarian Summit. 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 

http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14850115
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14850115
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
https://www.amnesty.org/en/search/?q=&resourceType=pressrelease
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/05/eu-turkey-deal-greek-decision-highlights-fundamental-flaws/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/05/world-humanitarian-summit/
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Freedom House [to 21 May 2016] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements 
Press Releases 
Kazakhstan Tightens Crackdown ahead of Protests 
May 20, 2016 
   In response to Kazakhstan’s continued arrest of activists opposed to a proposed change in 
property law, Freedom House issued the following statement… 
 
Press Releases 
Kenyan Police Face Investigation for Excessive Force against Protestors 
May 18, 2016 
   Freedom House issued a statement following reports of police brutality this week against 
demonstrators protesting the Independent Electoral Boundaries Commission (IEBC). 
 
 
Transparency International  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
18 May 2016  
Transparency International concerned Venezuela will use emergency decree to 
suppress civil society 
Politics and government –  
   As the economic and social crisis deepens in Venezuela, Transparency International, the 
global anti-corruption organisation, is concerned that the government will target those in civil 
society who speak out about the political crisis or other national problems, including anti-
corruption activists.  
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Call for consultants: AidWatch Report 2016 
May 20, 2016 |  
   In the framework of the preparation of the Aid Watch Report 2016, CONCORD Europe is 
launching a call for external consultants. All the info are in this blogpost.  
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 

https://freedomhouse.org/news
https://freedomhouse.org/article/kazakhstan-tightens-crackdown-ahead-protests
https://freedomhouse.org/article/kenyan-police-face-investigation-excessive-force-against-protestors
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases/
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/transparency_international_concerned_venezuela_will_use_emergency_decree_to
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/transparency_international_concerned_venezuela_will_use_emergency_decree_to
http://childfundalliance.org/news/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://concordeurope.org/2016/05/20/consultants-call-aidwatch-report-2016/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Press release 19 May 2016  
Ahead of World Humanitarian Summit, The Elders urge UN action to stop mass 
atrocities 
   The Elders welcome the first World Humanitarian Summit taking place in Istanbul next week 
as a moment to galvanise responses to human catastrophes, notably in the host country’s 
immediate region. 
Watch video  
 
Press release 16 May 2016  
The Elders launch new initiative on Universal Health Coverage at Women Deliver 
   The Elders launch a new initiative to promote Universal Health Coverage (UHC) at the Women 
Deliver conference as part of the organisation’s mission to support equality, social justice and 
sustainable development. 
 
 
END Fund 
http://www.end.org/news 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/ 
20 May 2016  
Japan Increases Commitment to the Global Fund 
   TOKYO  - The Government of Japan announced today a pledge of US$800 million to the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria for the Fifth Replenishment that starts in 
2017, representing a 46 percent increase when measured in Japanese yen, due to fluctuating 
exchange rates… 
 
19 May 2016  
Global Fund Strongly Supports Inclusion and Full Participation at High-Level 
Meeting on Ending AIDS 
   GENEVA – The Global Fund strongly supports the UNAIDS call for inclusion and full 
participation of civil society organizations at the 2016 United Nations General Assembly High-
Level Meeting on Ending AIDS. 
   From June 8-10, 2016, world leaders, government representatives, HIV program 
implementers and civil society organizations from around the world will gather at the United 
Nations Headquarters in New York to develop a way forward to reach the Sustainable 
Development Goal of ending AIDS as an epidemic by 2030. 

http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/ahead-world-humanitarian-summit-elders-urge-un-action-stop-mass-atrocities
http://theelders.org/article/ahead-world-humanitarian-summit-elders-urge-un-action-stop-mass-atrocities
http://theelders.org/article/ahead-world-humanitarian-summit-elders-urge-un-action-stop-mass-atrocities
http://theelders.org/article/elders-launch-new-initiative-universal-health-coverage-women-deliver
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-05-20_Japan_Increases_Commitment_to_the_Global_Fund/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-05-19_Global_Fund_Strongly_Supports_Inclusion_and_Full_Participation_at_High-Level_Meeting_on_Ending_AIDS/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-05-19_Global_Fund_Strongly_Supports_Inclusion_and_Full_Participation_at_High-Level_Meeting_on_Ending_AIDS/
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   The voices and perspectives of individuals and nongovernmental organizations working to 
ensure no one is left behind in the fight against HIV are a crucial part of this important forum, 
particularly people living with HIV and people most affected by the epidemic, including women 
and girls, sex workers, people who use drugs, men who have sex with men, and transgender 
people. 
   As a 21st-century partnership of governments, civil society, the private sector and people 
affected by AIDS, TB and malaria, the Global Fund recognizes that ending AIDS as an epidemic 
can only be achieved with the meaningful engagement and participation of people living with 
and affected by the disease. Reaching Millennium Development Goal 6 of halting and reversing 
the AIDS epidemic and the historic milestone of 15 million people on treatment by 2015 were 
due to a coordinated, committed effort of partners worldwide – including civil society groups.   
The High-Level Meeting on Ending AIDS should be guided by the principles on which the 
successes of the AIDS response are built – inclusion, participation and dignity.  
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 21 May 2016] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
May 20, 2016: 
Devex Video: Storytelling and Collaboration Amid Aid Organizations 
   Ann Canela Speaks about the Hilton Prize Coalition’s Storytelling Program in Nepal 
 
 
InterAction  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
May 16, 2016  
InterAction Releases Policy Recommendations for G7 Summit in Ise-Shima, Japan 
   On May 26-27, leaders from seven of the world’s major advanced economies will meet in Ise-
Shima, Japan for the 2016 G7 Summit. The first summit since the adoption of the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, G7 leaders meeting in Japan will discuss a number of policy 
questions… 
 
 
Locus 
http://locusworld.org/ 
“Locus is a movement focused on engaging those we serve, practitioners, the private sector, 
donors and to drive adoption of locally owned, integrated solutions.” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 

http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HR_Tj6VeggU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases
https://www.interaction.org/article/interaction-releases-policy-recommendations-g7-summit-ise-shima-japan
http://locusworld.org/
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news
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charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
18/05/2016 
Watch our new animation - Introduction to the Core Humanitarian Standard! 
   The CHS Alliance is excited to launch its first animated video. This short animation (approx 4 
mins) gives viewers an overview of the Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS) and the Nine 
Commitments.  
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
19.05.2016 
Call for Proposals to open in June  
   The Research for Health in Humanitarian Crises (R2HC) 4th Call for Proposals opens 1 June 
2016. This programme aims to improve health outcomes by strengthening the evidence base 
for public 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
Report Synopsis 
[June 2016] 
Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2016 (pre-release) 
   Welcome to a preview of key figures from our Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2016, 
released to coincide with the World Humanitarian Summit. The Summit will in part focus on how 
to improve the volumes and effectiveness of funding, and we hope these latest figures from our 
new data analysis will help set the context for changes in the financing landscape. 
   We find that total international humanitarian assistance last year reached a record $28bn, yet 
funding requested by the United Nations via coordinated appeals experienced an 
unprecedented shortfall of 45%... 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
19 May 2016 | Sphere Project 
Putting People at the Centre of Humanitarian Action and the WHS 
Sphere and Partners call for commitments to quality assistance, protection, and accountability 
at the World Humanitarian Summit 

http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/intro-to-chs-animation
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.elrha.org/news/r2hc-calls-for-proposals-to-open-1-june-2016/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/report/gha2016
https://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/putting-people-at-the-centre-of-humanitarian-action/
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   …To contribute to the debate, Sphere has worked with Groupe URD, CHSA, and the Swiss 
and Danish governments, to organize an important side event on Quality and Accountability 
(Monday 23 May, 13:00-14:30, Rumeli Hall 3). 
   Panelists include Lise Grande, HC/RC Iraq, speaking to the challenges of accountability and 
standards in some of the world's most difficult operational contexts, and Alejandro Maldonado, 
Executive Secretary of CONRED/Guatemala, who will speak to his experience integrating Sphere 
into national policies and response. 
   In a separate side event, the Sphere Director, Christine Knudsen, will be a panellist on Urban 
Response, discussing the adaptation of Sphere Standards to urban contexts in practice 
(Tuesday 24 May, 13:00-14:30, Rumeli Hall 1). 
 
19 May 2016 | Sphere Project 
New online course on the Core Humanitarian Standard 
   Through a collaborative process led by the Humanitarian Leadership Academy (HLA), the CHS 
Alliance, the Sphere Project, Groupe URD and IECAH have jointly developed a new online 
course on the Core Humanitarian Standard on Quality and Accountability (CHS). 
   A voluntary standard, the CHS describes the core elements of a principled, accountable and 
high-quality humanitarian response. It is integrated into the Sphere Handbook, and has 
replaced the HAP Standard in Accountability and Quality Management as well as People In Aid 
Code of Good Practice in the Management and Support of Aid Personnel. Within Sphere, the 
CHS is an important tool to be used in conjunction with the Humanitarian Charter, Protection 
Principles and Sphere minimum technical standards in order to provide a holistic quality and 
accountability framework to guide humanitarian response. 
   The course is based on four scenarios and covers the history of the CHS, its structure and 
scope, the principles underpinning it, links between the CHS and Sphere technical standards, 
the responsibilities that the CHS places on humanitarian workers and organisations, and how 
individuals and organisations can apply the CHS. 
   The CHS online course is designed for anyone who wants to use the CHS in their work and 
should take 1-2 hours to complete. The learning platform hosting the course is designed to be 
accessible from smartphones, tablets, laptops and PCs, as well as being available offline. 
It is offered free of charge and is currently accessible in English to all those interested on HLA 
Learning Platform. 
   Translations into French, Spanish and Arabic are pending and should be available soon… 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 21 May 2016] 
https://phap.org/ 
19 May 2016  
In-depth follow-up survey on professional development in the humanitarian sector  
   Are you able to spare 10 minutes of your time to help shed light on a significant challenge in 
the sector that has been highlighted by humanitarian practitioners? PHAP ran a major survey 
earlier this year – it gathered responses from more than 3,000 humanitarian practitioners 
worldwide,. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.sphereproject.org/sphere/en/community/calendar/WHS-Side-event-Quality-and-Accountability-It-isnt-Enough-to-do-Things-Right-the-Right-Things-Have-to-be-Done/
http://www.sphereproject.org/sphere/en/community/calendar/WHS-side-event-Adopting-and-systematizing-settlementbased-approaches-in-Humanitarian-Responses-in-Urban-Crisis/
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/new-online-course-on-the--core-humanitarian-standard/
https://kayaconnect.org/
https://kayaconnect.org/
https://phap.org/
https://phap.org/news/2016/depth-follow-survey-professional-development-humanitarian-sector
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
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ODI   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
News  
Time for world leaders to step up on mental health: Alastair Campbell backs ODI 
research  
| 19 May 2016 
   ODI report details how how UK spends more on takeaway coffee in a single week than is 
spent on development assistance for mental health in poor countries in an entire year 
 
Asia-Pacific region performing better than the global average on global goals - new 
report  
News | 18 May 2016 
   The Asia and Pacific region is on course to progress faster than the global average on the 
Sustainable Development Goals, ODI research finds 
 
Mental health funding and the SDGs: what now and who pays?  
Research reports and studies | May 2016 | Jessica Mackenzie, Christie Kesner 
   Mental health is drastically underfunded. This report provides an overview of who is currently 
funding mental health and who isn’t, but could be. 
 
World Humanitarian Summit: what to watch out for  
Briefing papers | May 2016 
   This briefing provides an overview of the key issues on the World Humanitarian Summit’s 
agenda, what the Summit should deliver and the likely outcomes of the discussions. 
 
Our World Humanitarian Summit programme  
resource | May 2016 
   A programme of ODI's planned events at the World Humanitarian Summit and details of our 
experts attending the summit. 
 
Regional organisations and humanitarian action: rethinking regional engagement  
Research reports and studies | May 2016 | Sherine El Taraboulsi, Hanna B. Krebs, Steven A. 
Zyck and Barnaby Willitts-King 
   This report examines the different roles of regional organisations and how they have engaged 
in humanitarian action. 
 
10 things to know about mental health  
Publication series | May 2016 | Jessica Mackenzie, Christie Kesner, Louise Ball, Hannah Caddick 
   Infographics illustrate the shocking extent of the world's mental health funding gap, why it 
matters and how we can do more to address it. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 21 May 2016] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 20 May 2016  
Innovation and Public-Private Collaboration in Humanitarian Action  

http://www.odi.org/media
https://www.odi.org/news/788-time-world-leaders-step-mental-health-alastair-campbell-backs-odi-research
https://www.odi.org/news/788-time-world-leaders-step-mental-health-alastair-campbell-backs-odi-research
https://www.odi.org/news/787-asia-pacific-region-performing-better-global-average-global-goals-new-report
https://www.odi.org/news/787-asia-pacific-region-performing-better-global-average-global-goals-new-report
https://www.odi.org/publications/10423-mental-health-funding-and-sdgs-what-now-and-who-pays
https://www.odi.org/publications/10429-world-humanitarian-summit-what-watch-out
https://www.odi.org/publications/10426-our-world-humanitarian-summit-programme
https://www.odi.org/publications/10427-regional-organisations-and-humanitarian-action-rethinking-regional-engagement
https://www.odi.org/publications/10424-10-things-know-about-mental-health
http://www.urban.org/about/media
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2016/05/innovation-and-public-private-collaboration-in-humanitarian-action
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:: The World Economic Forum together with its Members and Partners will participate in the first 
World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul next week 
:: Initiatives to be discussed include Logistics Emergency Teams, the Disaster Resource 
Partnership and the HelpNow app 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  

 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
MAY 17, 2016  
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Announces $80 Million Commitment To Close 
Gender Data Gaps and Accelerate Progress for Women and Girls  
   New initiative will promote gender equality and support the implementation of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
May 18, 2016  
New National Program Offers Unique Tools for Early Educators to Promote Young 
Children’s Brain and Language Development 
   Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Too Small to Fail, the National Head Start Association, and the 
National Association for Family Child Care launch “STRIVE for 5: Talk, Read, Sing Early Learning 
Boot Camp” to provide educators with engaging, user-friendly resources…  
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
News  
— 19 May 2016  
New overtime rules are a step toward economic fairness for millions of Americans  

http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2016/05/Gates-Foundation-Announces-80-Mill-Doll-Comm-Closing-Gender-Data-Gaps-Acc-Progress-for-Women-Girls
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2016/05/Gates-Foundation-Announces-80-Mill-Doll-Comm-Closing-Gender-Data-Gaps-Acc-Progress-for-Women-Girls
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/new-national-program-offers-unique-tools-early-educators-promote-young-childrens
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/new-national-program-offers-unique-tools-early-educators-promote-young-childrens
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
http://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/new-overtime-rules-are-a-step-toward-economic-fairness-for-millions-of-americans/


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

   The rule is an opportunity for nonprofit organizations to embrace those values within their 
own organizations—even if doing so is challenging. 
 
News  
— 18 May 2016  
Ford Foundation appoints John Irons as director of Inclusive Economies  
   As director, he will advance Ford’s work in addressing inequality to pave the way for 
economic opportunity and inclusive growth. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies, the Japanese Government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
2016.05.20  Press Room 
Government of Japan Announces Decision to Contribute US$130 million to GHIT 
Fund/UNDP Replenishment 
   TOKYO, JAPAN (May 20, 2016)—Today, the Government of Japan (GOJ) announced its policy 
ahead of the G7 Ise-Shima Summit that it will make a US$130 million contribution to the Global 
Health Innovative Technology Fund (GHIT Fund) /United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) replenishment, signaling Japan’s unwavering support for research and development 
(R&D) for malaria, tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS and neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) worldwide.  
    Launched in 2013 as a public and private partnership, the GHIT Fund has built a robust 
portfolio of drugs, vaccines and diagnostics. The Fund is expanding: it has invested upwards of 
US$60 million in more than 60 global product development partnerships that leverage Japanese 
innovation and capacities in pharmaceuticals. In just three years, the GHIT Fund portfolio is 
expanding with six of its 23 novel screening programs advancing into next stage of 
development; two candidates successfully achieving first-in-human trials and an innovative 
antimalarial drug recently achieving Proof of Concept (Phase II). GHIT is on the ground, having 
already initiated seven clinical trials for novel candidates in high-burden countries.  
    The GOJ announcement today will not only allow this innovative work to continue, but will 
enable GHIT to expand its global development partnerships and its reach around the world. On 
the health agenda of this year’s G7 Summit in Japan are antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and 
R&D for infectious disease such as NTDs. Aligned with these goals, GHIT drives forward product 
development of new technologies to eliminate NTDs and, with over half of its investments 
targeting resistance in malaria and tuberculosis, is also committed to the fight against AMR.  
    “Since our initial commitment three years ago, GHIT has made incredible progress in 
leveraging Japan’s vast cutting-edge science and technology know-how for game-changing 
tools that have the potential to one day save millions of lives across the globe,” said Dr. Eiji 
Hinoshita, Director, Global Health Policy Division, International Cooperation Bureau, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. “With today’s announcement, we are incredibly proud to be able to support the 
continued advancement of these innovations, which, with their rapid advancement through the 
pipeline, are already poised to make real our vision of a healthier world.”… 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-appoints-john-irons-as-director-of-inclusive-economies/
https://www.ghitfund.org/
https://www.ghitfund.org/about/mediacenter/pressdetail/detail/164
https://www.ghitfund.org/about/mediacenter/pressdetail/detail/164
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search
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Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
Global Indicators Conference hosted by the Hilton Foundation 
May 19, 2016 By Barbara Thomas  
   The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation and UCLA began a very important conversation last month 
among a dozen or so of the world’s most esteemed strategists, statisticians and social 
scientists. The Global Indicators Conference, a daylong convening, invited some of the world’s 
“best counters” to shares their work measuring poverty and social progress. 
 
 
Grameen Foundation    [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
May 20, 2016 
IKEA Foundation and Oxfam EUR 7.3m partnership to improve disaster response 
Innovative new programme will boost local communities’ ability to respond to emergencies 
   Oxfam is partnering with the IKEA Foundation to launch an innovative EUR 7.3 million, three-
year programme to ensure that local humanitarian actors in Bangladesh and Uganda are able to 
cope more effectively with crises, from severe flooding to large numbers of refugees fleeing 
conflict… 
   ...The IKEA Foundation-funded programme will enable Oxfam to share its long operational 
experience and networks with local humanitarian groups – for example through facilitating 
collaboration at country and district levels, developing tools and resources, or arranging peer 
learning in specialist areas, from cash programmes and delivering water in conflict zones, to 
how to set up robust monitoring systems and manage finances. The collaborative process will 
also support local organisations to be recognised as vital partners at an international level. 
   Around 76,000 people will benefit from the initial three-year programme but Oxfam hopes 
that demonstrating the effectiveness of transferring significant resources from global agencies 
to local groups could be a game-changer for the way that humanitarian aid is delivered. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research [ May 18, 2016 ]  
Staying a Step Ahead of Cancer 
    HHMI scientists have designed a potential cancer therapy that uses a unique strategy to 
block a molecule that drives the growth of cancer. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 

http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/144-global-indicators-conference-hosted-by-the-hilton-foundation
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/press/world-humanitarian-summit-2/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/staying-step-ahead-cancer
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.macfound.org/
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Publication 
Lancet Commission Focuses on Adolescent Health and Wellbeing 
Published May 17, 2016 
   A special issue of The Lancet focuses on the health and wellbeing of the world’s 1.8 billion 
adolescents and young adults, the largest generation the world has seen and one that faces 
unprecedented social, economic, and cultural change. The issue explores the current threats 
facing this age group, but also the unrealized opportunities for the future of society. The 
publication was produced by the MacArthur-supported Lancet Commission on Adolescent Health 
and Wellbeing, formed to address why rapid improvements in child health and survival in many 
countries is not being matched by improvements in the health of adolescents and young adults, 
ages 10 to 24. The commission will consider next steps needed to implement better health 
services and consider how health service systems can better this generation of young people.  
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation   [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.moore.org/news 
May 16, 2016 
Sasha Abrams named General Counsel and Secretary to the Board 
   PALO ALTO, Calif. May 16, 2016 - The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation today announced 
the appointment of Sasha Abrams as general counsel and secretary to the board. 
   “Sasha is the ideal candidate for this role. Not only does she bring the legal acumen required, 
she has a deep understanding of the foundation’s governance, programs, and grantmaking 
systems and processes.” said Harvey V. Fineberg, M.D., Ph.D., president of the Gordon and 
Betty Moore Foundation. “We will benefit from her demonstrated ability to work across the 
organization, with our grantees and with our board of trustees.”… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
May 19, 2016 
Pew Applauds Maryland Leaders for Sentencing and Corrections Reforms 
Press Release 
Public Safety Performance Project 

https://www.macfound.org/press/publications/lancet-commission-focuses-adolescent-health-and-wellbeing/
http://thelancet.com/commissions/adolescent-health-and-wellbeing
http://thelancetyouth.com/
http://thelancetyouth.com/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
https://www.moore.org/news
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=sasha-abrams-named-general-counsel-and-secretary-to-the-board
https://www.moore.org/people-detail?personUrl=sashaa
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases/2016/05/19/pew-applauds-maryland-leaders-for-sentencing-and-corrections-reforms
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   WASHINGTON—Maryland Governor Larry Hogan (R) signed into law a comprehensive 
package of criminal justice legislation today to enhance public safety, hold offenders 
accountable, and control corrections costs. The new law restructures sentences for low-level 
property and drug offenders and provides effective sanctions and incentives to help keep 
offenders on probation and parole crime-...  
 
May 19, 2016 
Pew Report Examines Gentrification and Neighborhood Change in Philadelphia 
Press Release 
Philadelphia Research Initiative 
   PHILADELPHIA—A new analysis by The Pew Charitable Trusts exploring gentrification and 
other types of neighborhood change in Philadelphia finds that only 15 of the city’s 372 
residential census tracts gentrified between 2000 and 2014, the last year for which data were 
available… 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
May 18, 2016 
Rockefeller Foundation & Arup Debut a Pioneering Tool that Allows Cities to Better 
Understand Their Capacity to Address Social, Physical, or Economic Challenges   
City Resilience Index (CRI) Offers Leaders a Comprehensive Analysis of Capabilities and 
Vulnerabilities  
   LONDON— Today, The Rockefeller Foundation and Arup introduced the City Resilience Index 
(CRI), the first-ever comprehensive tool to help cities assess their resilience, identify their 
vulnerabilities, and better prepare themselves for the future… 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
May 16, 2016 
The Rockefeller Foundation Announces 2016 Global Social Innovation Fellows   
   NEW YORK— The Rockefeller Foundation is proud to announce today the 2016 Fellows for 
The Rockefeller Foundation Global Fellowship Program on Social Innovation. 
   The 21 fellows include some of the world’s most promising innovators across various sectors, 
including leaders from NGOs, development agencies, social enterprises, philanthropies, and the 
private sector... 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
Tue May 17 00:01:00 EDT 2016  
Reinvestment Fund and RWJF Award Funds to Help Low-Income Neighborhoods 
Thrive  
   Reinvestment Fund and RWJF announce $3 million in awards across 50 mid-size cities in 31 
states for Invest Health, an initiative aimed at transforming how city leaders work together to 
help low-income communities thrive. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic 
scientific research on a global basis…” 

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases/2016/05/19/pew-report-examines-gentrification-and-neighborhood-change-in-philadelphia
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/rockefeller-foundation-arup-debut-a-pioneering-tool-that-allows-cities-to-better-understand-their-capacity-to-address-social-physical-or-economic-challenges/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/rockefeller-foundation-arup-debut-a-pioneering-tool-that-allows-cities-to-better-understand-their-capacity-to-address-social-physical-or-economic-challenges/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/the-rockefeller-foundation-announces-2016-global-social-innovation-fellows/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2016/05/reinvestment-fund-and-robert-wood-johnson-foundation-award--3-mi.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2016/05/reinvestment-fund-and-robert-wood-johnson-foundation-award--3-mi.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/
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May 15, 2016 
Private Funding for Basic Science Research at U.S. Universities and Colleges Exceeds 
$1.2 billion in 2015 [News Release and Summary Report] 
   Download the summary of the survey results. Read the Chronicle of Philanthropy story about 
the survey. Read the Inside Philanthropy… 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 21 May 2016] 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Summer 2015, Volume 10, Number 3 
http://pnpcsw.pnpco.com/cadmus/testvol.asp?year=2015&journal=ajdm 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
May 2016 Volume 44, Issue 5, p495-618, e59-e80  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
May 2016 Volume 50, Issue 5, p553-676, e123-e162  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 106, Issue 5 (May 2016) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
May 2016; 94 (5)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 

http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/private-funding-for-basic-science-research-at-u-s-universities-and-colleges-exceeds-1-2-billion-in-2015-news-release/
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/private-funding-for-basic-science-research-at-u-s-universities-and-colleges-exceeds-1-2-billion-in-2015-news-release/
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm
http://pnpcsw.pnpco.com/cadmus/testvol.asp?year=2015&journal=ajdm
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
17 May 2016, Vol. 164. No. 10 
http://annals.org/issue.aspx 
Ideas and Opinions 
Emergence of Congenital Zika Syndrome: Viewpoint From the Front Lines FREE  
Federico Costa, PhD; Manoel Sarno, MD, PhD; Ricardo Khouri, PhD; Bruno de Paula Freitas, 
MD; Isadora Siqueira, MD, PhD; Guilherme S. Ribeiro, MD, PhD; Hugo C. Ribeiro, MD; Gubio S. 
Campos, PhD; Luiz C. Alcântara, PhD; Mitermayer G. Reis, MD, PhD; Scott C. Weaver, PhD; 
Nikos Vasilakis, PhD; Albert I. Ko, MD; and Antonio Raimundo Almeida, MD, PhD  
[No abstract; Final text] 
   …Although recent advances in flavivirus vaccines may guide relatively rapid development of a 
Zika vaccine, availability is still probably years away. Treatment with a monoclonal antibody 
could also be developed quickly on the basis of promising past results with flaviviruses. 
However, systematic investigations of pregnant women and newborns will still be needed to 
determine the risk for transplacental infection and development of severe congenital sequelae 
that can, in turn, guide effective diagnostic and prevention efforts. 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 21 May 2016) 
[No new content] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 21 May 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 21 May 2016) 
Research article 
Improving the uptake of pre-travel health advice amongst migrant Australians: 
exploring the attitudes of primary care providers and migrant community groups  
Migrant travellers who return to their country of origin to visit family and friends (VFR) are less 
likely to seek travel-related medical care and are less likely to adhere to recommended 
medications … 
Holly Seale, Rajneesh Kaur, Abela Mahimbo, C. Raina MacIntyre, Nicholas Zwar, Mitchell Smith, 
Heather Worth and Anita E Heywood 
BMC Infectious Diseases 2016 16:213  
Published on: 18 May 2016 
 
Research article 
Initiation and completion rates for latent tuberculosis infection treatment: a systematic review  

http://annals.org/issue.aspx
http://annals.org/article.aspx?articleid=2498549
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-016-1479-1
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http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-016-1550-y
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Control of latent tuberculosis infection (LTBI) is an important step towards tuberculosis 
elimination. Preventive treatment will prevent the development of disease in most cases 
diagnosed with LTBI.  
Andreas Sandgren, Marije Vonk Noordegraaf-Schouten, Femke van Kessel, Anke Stuurman, 
Anouk Oordt-Speets and Marieke J. van der Werf 
BMC Infectious Diseases 2016 16:204  
Published on: 17 May 2016 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 21 May 2016)  
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 21 May 2016)  
Research article 
Human newborn bacille Calmette–Guérin vaccination and risk of tuberculosis 
disease: a case-control study  
Helen A. Fletcher, Ali Filali-Mouhim, Elisa Nemes, Anthony Hawkridge, Alana Keyser, Samuel 
Njikan, Mark Hatherill, Thomas J. Scriba, Brian Abel, Benjamin M. Kagina, Ashley Veldsman, 
Nancy Marín Agudelo, Gilla Kaplan, Gregory D. Hussey, Rafick-Pierre Sekaly and Willem A. 
Hanekom 
Published on: 16 May 201 
Abstract 
Background 
An incomplete understanding of the immunological mechanisms underlying protection against 
tuberculosis (TB) hampers the development of new vaccines against TB. We aimed to define 
host correlates of prospective risk of TB disease following bacille Calmette–Guérin (BCG) 
vaccination. 
Methods 
In this study, 5,726 infants vaccinated with BCG at birth were enrolled. Host responses in blood 
collected at 10 weeks of age were compared between infants who developed pulmonary TB 
disease during 2 years of follow-up (cases) and those who remained healthy (controls). 
Results 
Comprehensive gene expression and cellular and soluble marker analysis failed to identify a 
correlate of risk. We showed that distinct host responses after BCG vaccination may be the 
reason: two major clusters of gene expression, with different myeloid and lymphoid activation 
and inflammatory patterns, were evident when all infants were examined together. Cases from 
each cluster demonstrated distinct patterns of gene expression, which were confirmed by 
cellular assays. 
Conclusions 
Distinct patterns of host responses to Mycobacterium bovis BCG suggest that novel TB vaccines 
may also elicit distinct patterns of host responses. This diversity should be considered in future 
TB vaccine development. 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-016-0617-3
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(Accessed 21 May 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 21 May 2016) 
Research article 
How equitable are community health worker programmes and which programme 
features influence equity of community health worker services? A systematic review  
Community health workers (CHWs) are uniquely placed to link communities with the health 
system, playing a role in improving the reach of health systems and bringing health services 
closer to hard-to-reach and ... 
Rosalind McCollum, Woedem Gomez, Sally Theobald and Miriam Taegtmeyer 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:419  
Published on: 20 May 2016 
 
Research article 
Using short-message-service notification as a method to improve acute flaccid 
paralysis surveillance in Papua New Guinea  
High quality acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) surveillance is required to maintain polio-free status of 
a country. Papua New Guinea (PNG) is considered as one of the highest risk countries for polio 
re-importation... 
Siddhartha Sankar Datta, Berry Ropa, Gerard Pai Sui, Ramzi Khattar, Ravi Shankar Santhana 
Gopala Krishnan and Hiromasa Okayasu 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:409  
Published on: 17 May 2016 
 
Debate 
Critiquing the response to the Ebola epidemic through a Primary Health Care 
Approach  
The 2014/2015 West Africa Ebola epidemic has caused the global public health community to 
engage in difficult self-reflection.  
Vera Scott, Sarah Crawford-Browne and David Sanders 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:410  
Published on: 17 May 2016 
 
Research article 
Associations in the continuum of care for maternal, newborn and child health: a 
population-based study of 12 sub-Saharan Africa countries  
Despite the progress in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 4 and 5, inequity in the 
utilization of maternal, newborn and child health (MNCH) care services still remain high in sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA).  
Patrick Opiyo Owili, Miriam Adoyo Muga, Yiing-Jenq Chou, Yi-Hsin Elsa Hsu, Nicole Huang and 
Li-Yin Chien 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:414  
Published on: 17 May 2016 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
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(Accessed 21 May 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 5  
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
British Medical Journal 
21 May 2016 (vol 352, issue 8058) 
http://www.bmj.com/content/353/8058 
Research Update 
Deaths, late deaths, and role of infecting dose in Ebola virus disease in Sierra Leone: 
retrospective cohort study  
BMJ 2016; 353 :i2403 (Published 17 May 2016)  
Abstract 
Objectives To assess the frequency of fatal recrudescence from Ebola virus disease after 
discharge from treatment centres, and explore the influence of infecting dose on case fatality 
rates. 
Design Retrospective cohort study. 
Setting Western Area, Sierra Leone. 
Participants 151 survivors treated for Ebola virus disease at the Kerry Town treatment centre 
and discharged. Survivors were followed up for a vital status check at four to nine months after 
discharge, and again at six to 13 months after discharge. Verbal autopsies were conducted for 
four survivors who had died since discharge (that is, late deaths). Survivors still living in 
Western Area were interviewed together with their household members. Exposure level to Ebola 
virus disease was ascertained as a proxy of infecting dose, including for those who died. 
Main outcome measures Risks and causes of late death; case fatality rates; odds ratios of death 
from Ebola virus disease by age, sex, exposure level, date, occupation, and household risk 
factors. 
Results Follow-up information was obtained on all 151 survivors of Ebola virus disease, a mean 
of 10 months after discharge. Four deaths occurred after discharge, all within six weeks: two 
probably due to late complications, one to prior tuberculosis, and only one after apparent full 
recovery, giving a maximum estimate of recrudescence leading to death of 0.7%. In these 
households, 395 people were reported to have had Ebola virus disease, of whom 227 died. A 
further 53 people fulfilled the case definition for probable disease, of whom 11 died. Therefore, 
the case fatality rate was 57.5% (227/395) for reported Ebola virus disease, or 53.1% 
(238/448) including probable disease. Case fatality rates were higher in children aged under 2 
years and adults older than 30 years, in larger households, and in infections occurring earlier in 
the epidemic in Sierra Leone. There was no consistent trend of case fatality rate with exposure 
level, although increasing exposure increased the risk of Ebola virus disease. 
Conclusions In this study of survivors in Western Area, Sierra Leone, late recrudescence of 
severe Ebola virus disease appears to be rare. There was no evidence for an effect of infecting 
dose (as measured by exposure level) on the severity of disease. 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 94, Number 5, May 2016, 309-404 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/5/en/ 

http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
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Special theme: the Global strategy for women's, children's and adolescents' health 
(2016-2030) 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
May 2016  Volume 42, Issue 3  Pages 297–454 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v42.3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
May/June 2016  Volume 21, Issue 5  Pages 1–360 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.5/issuetoc 
[New issue; No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 21 May 2016] 
Research 
Abducted children and youth in Lord’s Resistance Army in Northeastern Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC): mechanisms of indoctrination and control  
Jocelyn TD Kelly, Lindsay Branham and Michele R. Decker 
Published on: 18 May 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Globally, an estimated 300,000 children under the age of 18 participate in combat situations; 
those in armed groups in particular suffer prolonged exposure to psychological and physical 
abuse. The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) is a rebel movement known for its widespread 
conscription of children; yet little is known about this process once the group moved beyond 
northern Uganda. In this paper, we describe the processes related to abduction and 
indoctrination of youth by the LRA in northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo ( DRC). 
Methods 
In-depth interviews were conducted with formerly abducted children, their family members, 
community leaders, and service providers (total n  = 34) in four communities in LRA-affected 
areas of northeastern DRC. Inductive coding of transcripts was undertaken to identify salient 
themes. 
Results 
Informants articulated a range of practices by the LRA to exert high levels of control over new 
recruits, including strict social isolation from recent abductees; control of communication; 
promoting new identity formation; and compelling children to act out strictly defined gendered 
roles. Witchcraft and secrecy are used to intimidate recruits and to magnify perception of the 
group’s power. These methods promote de-identification with one’s civilian and family life; and 
eventually the assimilation of a new language and identity. 
Conclusion 
Indoctrination of newly abducted children into the LRA occurs via a complex system of control. 
This study provides one of the first detailed explorations of social and psychological 
mechanisms through which this is achieved, and focuses particularly on the gendered 
differences in the indoctrination process. Results support past findings that the LRA is a 
strategic and well-organized organization in its approach to enlisting child soldiers. 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cch.v42.3/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.5/issuetoc
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Understanding some of the ways in which the LRA controls its recruits and the psychological 
impact of indoctrination enables reintegration programs to more effectively address these issues 
and serve the complex needs of formerly abducted children. 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
June 2016 - Volume 29 - Issue 3  pp: v-v,229-318 
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
April 2016  Volume 16, Issue 1  Pages 1–60 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 26, Issue 4, 2016 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
Articles  
NGO workers’ internalisation of the human rights-based approach in Bangladesh 
DOI:10.1080/09614524.2016.1162286 
Jae-Eun Noh*  
pages 456-466 
ABSTRACT 
The Western origin of human rights raises the question of how the human rights-based 
approach to development (HRBA) is understood in non-Western countries. This article explores 
individual practitioners’ perceptions of the HRBA in an NGO working in Bangladesh, drawing on 
interviews with its workers. The data suggest that participants accept the universal values of 
human rights and make sense of the HRBA influenced by their organisational and national 
contexts. Conceptualising this process as “internalisation”, this article argues that the 
organisational support and workers’ field experience are critical for incorporating contextual 
consideration into their interpretation and practice of the HRBA. 
 
Articles 
NGO–researcher partnerships in global health research: benefits, challenges, and 
approaches that promote success 
DOI:10.1080/09614524.2016.1164122 
Catherine Olivier, Matthew R. Hunt & Valéry Ridde 
pages 444-455 
Open access 
Published online: 13 Apr 2016 
ABSTRACT 
Partnerships involving NGOs and academic researchers (NGO–R partnerships) are increasing in 
global health research. Such collaborations present opportunities for knowledge translation in 
global health, yet are also associated with challenges for establishing and sustaining effective 
and respectful partnerships. We conducted a narrative review of the literature to identify 
benefits and challenges associated with NGO–R partnerships, as well as approaches that 
promote successful partnerships. We illustrate this analysis with examples from our own 
experiences. The results suggest that collaborations characterised by trust, transparency, 
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-1/issuetoc
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http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09614524.2016.1164122#abstract
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respect, solidarity, and mutuality contribute to the development of successful and sustainable 
NGO–R partnerships. 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
May 2016  Volume 34, Issue 3  Pages 321–461 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2016.34.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 11, Issue 5, 2016  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume  10  - Issue 02 - April 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
April 2016  Volume 40, Issue 2  Pages 183–383 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2016.40.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
May 2016, Volume 33, Issue 5  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 15,   In Progress   (June 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 1  
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume  144  - Issue 07 - May 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Ethics & International Affairs 
Spring 2016 (Issue 30.1) | March 10, 2016  
http://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/spring-2016-issue-30-1/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 26, Issue 2, 1 April 2016 
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/2?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Eurosurveillance 
Volume 21, Issue 20, 19 May 2016 
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/Public/Articles/Archives.aspx?PublicationId=11678 
Rapid communications  
Outbreak of a new measles B3 variant in the Roma/Sinti population with 
transmission in the nosocomial setting, Italy, November 2015 to April 2016  
by A Filia, A Amendola, M Faccini, M Del Manso, S Senatore, S Bianchi, BM Borrini, A Ciampelli, 
E Tanzi, MT Filipponi, G Piccirilli, T Lazzarotto, MG Pascucci, M Baggieri, F Magurano 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 61,   In Progress   (May 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 8, Issue 2, April 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/8/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 43, Issue 2, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
Articles 
Exploring Dimensions of Women's Social Exclusion and Inclusion in Nepal 
Haug Marit & Aadne Aasland 
pages 281-309 
a Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research (NIBR), Oslo, Norway 
DOI:10.1080/08039410.2015.1114517 
Published online: 15 Dec 2015 
Abstract 
The article examines a variety of social exclusion and inclusion indicators grouped by domains 
that are commonly referred to in the social exclusion literature: economic, social, political and 
intra-household. Levels of social exclusion and inclusion among different groups of women 
across these domains are studied. This analysis reveals a complex pattern with great variations 
among women with different socio-demographic and socio-cultural backgrounds. Subsequently 
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we perform a factor (principal components) analysis that identifies four major dimensions of 
women's social exclusion and inclusion: outward orientation, civil society involvement, 
household decision-making power and monetary income. These four dimensions help us 
uncover factors that have contributed to the social inclusion of women, from a position of 
exclusion a generation ago. Crucial drivers of change have been education and urbanisation, 
but participation in community-based organisations has also contributed. We find that gender 
relations in the household are the most resistant to change and cannot be easily influenced by 
external change agents. There appear to be different mechanisms operating for social inclusion 
within each of the identified dimensions. This means there is no blueprint for any policy 
measures that would increase social inclusion along all the four dimensions, but measures 
should be specifically designed for each dimension. The data are drawn from a household 
survey of 2547 women between 18 and 49 years of age living in 16 districts across Nepal. 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 10, Issue 1, Spring 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
March 2016 | Volume 4 | Issue 1  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 11, Issue 4, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 21 May 2016] 
Research 
Global health partnerships: building multi-national collaborations to achieve lasting 
improvements in maternal and neonatal health  
In response to health care challenges worldwide, extensive funding has been channeled to the 
world’s most vulnerable health systems. Funding alone is not sufficient to address the complex 
issues and challenges... 
Rohit Ramaswamy, Brianne Kallam, Dragica Kopic, Borislava Pujic and Medge D. Owen 
Globalization and Health 2016 12:22  
Published on: 20 May 2016 
 
Research 
Discourse, ideas and power in global health policy networks: political attention for 
maternal and child health in the millennium development goal era  
Maternal and child health issues have gained global political attention and resources in the past 
10 years, due in part to their prominence on the Millennium Development Goal agenda and the 
use of evidence-based... 
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Lori McDougall 
Globalization and Health 2016 12:21  
Published on: 18 May 2016 
 
Research 
From local to global: a qualitative review of the multi-leveled impact of a multi-
country health research capacity development partnership on maternal health in 
Sudan  
There is a substantial body of literature on the principles of good partnerships and the rationale 
for such partnerships in research capacity strengthening. This paper illustrates the long term 
effects… 
Khalifa Elmusharaf, Hanan Tahir, Diarmuid O’ Donovan, Ruairi Brugha, Mamoun Homeida, Amal 
M. O. Abbas and Elaine Byrne 
Globalization and Health 2016 12:20  
Published on: 16 May 2016 
 
 
Health Affairs  
May 2016; Volume 35, Issue 5  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Prescription Drugs, Global Health & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 17, Issue 2  December 2015 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Issue: Evidence of the Impact of Human Rights-Based Approaches to Health  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume  11  - Issue 02 - April 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 31 Issue 5 June 2016  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 21 May 2016] 
Research 
Which health research gets used and why? An empirical analysis of 30 cases  
Maarten Olivier Kok, John Owusu Gyapong, Ivan Wolffers, David Ofori-Adjei and Joost 
Ruitenberg 
Published on: 17 May 2016 
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http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-016-0107-2
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Abstract 
Background 
While health research is considered essential for improving health worldwide, it remains unclear 
how it is best organized to contribute to health. This study examined research that was part of 
a Ghanaian-Dutch research program that aimed to increase the likelihood that results would be 
used by funding research that focused on national research priorities and was led by local 
researchers. The aim of this study was to map the contribution of this research to action and 
examine which features of research and translation processes were associated with the use of 
the results. 
Methods 
Using Contribution Mapping, we systematically examined how 30 studies evolved and how 
results were used to contribute to action. We combined interviews with 113 purposively 
selected key informants, document analysis and triangulation to map how research and 
translation processes evolved and contributions to action were realized. After each case was 
analysed separately, a cross-case analysis was conducted to identify patterns in the association 
between features of research processes and the use of research. 
Results 
The results of 20 of the 30 studies were used to contribute to action within 12 months. The 
priority setting and proposal selection process led to the funding of studies which were from the 
outset closely aligned with health sector priorities. Research was most likely to be used when it 
was initiated and conducted by people who were in a position to use their results in their own 
work. The results of 17 out of 18 of these user-initiated studies were translated into action. 
Other features of research that appeared to contribute to its use were involving potential key 
users in formulating proposals and developing recommendations. 
Conclusions 
Our study underlines the importance of supporting research that meets locally-expressed needs 
and that is led by people embedded in the contexts in which results can be used. Supporting 
the involvement of health sector professionals in the design, conduct and interpretation of 
research appears to be an especially worthwhile investment. 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 38, Number 2, May 2016 
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/33495 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Human Vaccines & Immunotherapeutics (formerly Human Vaccines) 
Volume 12, Issue 4, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/khvi20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 66  April 2016 
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-innovation/ 
Special Focus: Humanitarian Innovation 
by Humanitarian Practice Network and Kim Scriven April 2016  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/33495
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/khvi20/current
http://odihpn.org/magazine/humanitarian-innovation/
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IDRiM Journal 
Vol 5, No 2 (2015) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/14 
[Website “under construction” at inquiry] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 21 May 2016]  
Research Article 
Shrinking the malaria map in China: measuring the progress of the National Malaria 
Elimination Programme  
Tao Hu, Yao-Bao Liu, Shao-Sen Zhang, Zhi-Gui Xia, Shui-Sen Zhou, Jun Yan, Jun Cao and Zhan-
Chun Feng 
Published on: 19 May 2016 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 8 Issue 3 May 2016 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 4, Issue 2, 2015  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/4/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 16,   In Progress   (June 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/16 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 45 Issue 2 April 2016 
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Editorials 
African partnerships through the H3Africa Consortium bring a genomic dimension to 
longitudinal population studies on the continent 
Michèle Ramsay1,*, Osman Sankoh2,3,  
as members of the AWI-Gen study and the H3Africa Consortium 
Author Affiliations 
1Sydney Brenner Institute for Molecular Bioscience and Faculty of Health Sciences, University of 
the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa,  
2INDEPTH Network, Kanda, Accra, Ghana and  
3Faculty of Health Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa  
*Corresponding author. E-mail: michele.ramsay@wits.ac.za 
[Extract] 

http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/14
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
http://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-016-0146-5
http://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-016-0146-5
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/4/2
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/16
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/45/2/305.extract
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/45/2/305.extract
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   A health and epidemiological transition is enveloping the African continent from the southern 
and northern regions where the prevalence of obesity has rapidly increased over the past three 
decades.1 In the wake of the transition to increased urbanization follow increased rates of 
hypertension, stroke and type 2 diabetes (T2D). Despite the widespread HIV, TB and malaria 
epidemics, age-standardized mortality for non-communicable diseases (the probability of dying 
from one of the four main NCDs—CVD, cancer, chronic respiratory disease and diabetes) 
between the ages of 30 and 70 years (comparable estimates for 2012) is over 25% in South 
Africa compared with less than 15% in North America and Europe.2 
   Good health-related epidemiological data from most African populations are sparse. When 
accessing global data on non-communicable diseases, it becomes clear that many African 
countries have no data; in some there is sporadic reporting on specific variables and then there 
are pockets of excellent data, albeit usually on smaller cohorts, or only in specific regions. For 
this reason, African health data are often modelled and predictions are based on models that 
are supported with little and sub-optimal information. This highlights an urgent need to support 
more systematic approaches to collecting epidemiological data in Africa… 
 
Health Policies and Interventions 
Loss of confidence in vaccines following media reports of infant deaths after 
hepatitis B vaccination in China  
Int. J. Epidemiol. (2016) 45 (2): 441-449 doi:10.1093/ije/dyv349  
Wenzhou Yu, Dawei Liu, Jingshan Zheng, Yanmin Liu, Zhijie An, Lance Rodewald, Guomin 
Zhang, Qiru Su, Keli Li, Disha Xu, Fuzhen Wang, Ping Yuan, Wei Xia, Guijun Ning, Hui Zheng,  
Yaozhu Chu, Jian Cui, Mengjuan Duan, Lixin Hao, Yuqing Zhou, Zhenhua Wu, Xuan Zhang,  
Fuqiang Cui, Li Li, and Huaqing Wang 
Abstract 
Background: China reduced hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection by 90% among children under 5 
years old with safe and effective hepatitis B vaccines (HepB). In December 2013, this success 
was threatened by widespread media reports of infant deaths following HepB administration. 
Seventeen deaths and one case of anaphylactic shock following HBV vaccination had been 
reported.  
Methods: We conducted a telephone survey to measure parental confidence in HepB in eleven 
provinces at four points in time; reviewed maternal HBV status and use of HepB for newborns 
in birth hospitals in eight provinces before and after the event; and monitored coverage with 
hepatitis B vaccine and other programme vaccines in ten provinces.  
Results: HepB from the implicated company was suspended during the investigation, which 
showed that the deaths were not caused by HepB vaccination. Before the event, 85% 
respondents regarded domestic vaccines as safe, decreasing to 26.7% during the event. During 
the height of the crisis, 30% of parents reported being hesitant to vaccinate and 18.4% 
reported they would refuse HepB. Use of HepB in the monitored provinces decreased by 18.6%, 
from 53 653 doses the week before the event to 43 688 doses during the week that Biokangtai 
HepB was suspended. Use of HepB within the first day of life decreased by 10% among infants 
born to HBsAg-negative mothers, and by 6% among infants born to HBsAg-positive mothers. 
Vaccine refusal and HepB birth dose rates returned to baseline within 2 months; confidence 
increased, but remained below baseline.  
Conclusions: The HBV vaccine event resulted in the suspension of a safe vaccine, which was 
associated with a decline of parental confidence, and refusal of vaccination. Suspension of a 
vaccine can lead to loss of confidence that is difficult to recover. Timely and credible 
investigation, accompanied by proactive outreach to stakeholders and the media, may help 
mitigate negative impact of future coincidental adverse events following immunization.  
 

http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/45/2/441.abstract
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/45/2/441.abstract
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Effectiveness of a pay-for-performance intervention to improve maternal and child 
health services in Afghanistan: a cluster-randomized trial  
Cyrus Y Engineer, Elina Dale, Anubhav Agarwal, Arunika Agarwal, Olakunle Alonge, Anbrasi 
Edward, Shivam Gupta, Holly B Schuh, Gilbert Burnham, and David H Peters 
Int. J. Epidemiol. (2016) 45 (2): 451-459 doi:10.1093/ije/dyv362 
Abstract 
Background: A cluster randomized trial of a pay-for-performance (P4P) scheme was 
implemented in Afghanistan to test whether P4P could improve maternal and child (MCH) 
services.  
Methods: All 442 primary care facilities in 11 provinces were matched by type of facility and 
outpatient volume, and randomly assigned to the P4P or comparison arm. P4P facilities were 
given bonus payments based on the MCH services provided. An endline household sample 
survey was conducted in 72 randomly selected matched pair catchment areas (3421 P4P 
households; 3427 comparison).The quality of services was assessed in 81 randomly sampled 
matched pairs of facilities. Data collectors and households were blinded to the intervention 
assignment. MCH outcomes were assessed at the cluster level.  
Results: There were no substantial differences in any of the five MCH coverage indicators (P4P 
vs comparison): modern contraception(10.7% vs 11.2% (P = 0.90); antenatal care: 56.2% vs 
55.6% (P = 0.94); skilled birth attendance (33.9% vs 28.5%, P = 0.17); postnatal care (31.2% 
vs 30.3%, P = 0.98); and childhood pentavalent3 vaccination (49.6 vs 52.3%, P = 0.41), or in 
the equity measures. There were substantial increases in the quality of history and physical 
examinations index (P = 0.01); client counselling index (P = 0.01); and time spent with patients 
(P = 0.05). Health workers reported limited understanding about the bonuses.  
Conclusions: The intervention had minimal effect, possibly due to difficulties communicating 
with health workers and inattention to demand-side factors. P4P interventions need to consider 
management and community demand issues.  
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
May 2016 Volume 46, p1-126  
http://www.ijidonline.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 23, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Spring 2016  Volume 50, Issue 1  Pages 1–266, e1–e16 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
March 2016 - Volume 14 - Issue 1  pp: 2-96 
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier]  
 

http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/45/2/451.abstract
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/45/2/451.abstract
http://www.ijidonline.com/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-1/issuetoc
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx
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JAMA  
May 17, 2016, Vol 315, No. 19 
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
The New Era of Informed Consent: Getting to a Reasonable-Patient Standard 
Through Shared Decision Making FREE  
Erica S. Spatz, MD, MHS; Harlan M. Krumholz, MD, SM; Benjamin W. Moulton, JD, MPH  
. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
May 2016, Vol 170, No. 5 
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 41, Issue 3, June 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/41/3/page/1 
Original Paper 
Development of a Cost-Effective Educational Tool to Promote Acceptance of the HPV 
Vaccination by Hispanic Mothers  
Doerthe Brueggmann, Neisha Opper, Juan Felix, David A. Groneberg, Daniel R. MishellJr., 
Jenny M. Jaque  
Abstract 
Although vaccination against the Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) reduces the risk of related 
morbidities, the vaccine uptake remains low in adolescents. This has been attributed to limited 
parental knowledge and misconceptions. In this cross sectional study, we assessed the (1) 
clarity of educational material informing Hispanic mothers about HPV, cervical cancer and the 
HPV vaccine, (2) determined vaccination acceptability and (3) identified predictors of vaccine 
acceptance in an underserved health setting. 418 Hispanic mothers received the educational 
material and completed an anonymous survey. 91 % of participants understood most or all of 
the information provided. 77 % of participants reported vaccine acceptance for their children; 
this increased to 84 % when only those with children eligible to receive vaccination were 
included. Significant positive predictors of maternal acceptance of the HPV vaccine for their 
children were understanding most or all of the provided information, older age and acceptance 
of the HPV vaccine for themselves. Concerns about safety and general dislike of vaccines were 
negatively associated with HPV vaccine acceptance. Prior knowledge, level of education, 
previous relevant gynecologic history, general willingness to vaccinate and other general beliefs 
about vaccines were not significantly associated with HPV vaccine acceptance. The majority of 
participants reported understanding of the provided educational material. Vaccine acceptability 
was fairly high, but was even higher among those who understood the information. This study 
documents a cost-effective way to provide Hispanic mothers with easy-to-understand HPV-
related information that could increase parental vaccine acceptability and future vaccine uptake 
among their children. 
 
Original Paper 
Help-Seeking Behavior and Health Care Navigation by Bhutanese Refugees  
Katherine Yun , Papia Paul, Parangkush Subedi, Leela Kuikel, Giang T. Nguyen, Frances K. Barg 
Abstract 

http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2516469
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2516469
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/41/3/page/1
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10900-015-0116-z
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10900-015-0116-z
mailto:Jenny.Jaque@med.usc.edu
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10900-015-0126-x
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The objective of this study was to document barriers to care, help-seeking behaviors, and the 
impact of a community-based patient navigation intervention on patient activation levels among 
Bhutanese refugees in the U.S. Data sources comprised 35 intake and 34 post-intervention 
interviews with program participants, 14 intake and 14 post-intervention interviews with patient 
navigators, and 164 case notes. Textual data were analyzed using the constant comparison 
method. Patient activation level was assessed at both time points. Participants had limited 
English proficiency (97 %), limited literacy (69 %), and the lowest level of patient activation 
(69 %). Participants routinely experienced complex insurance access, coverage, and payment 
problems and had limited healthcare-related life skills. Help-seeking began within social 
networks, with high reliance on bilingual, literate family members perceived to have experience 
with “the system.” Help-seeking was not stigmatized and was instead consistent with societal 
norms valuing mutual assistance. Participants preferred helpers to act as proxies and required 
repeated social modeling by peers to gain confidence applying healthcare-related life skills. 
Following the intervention, only one-third reported the lowest level of patient activation (35 %) 
and one-third were highly activated (32 %). Bhutanese refugees overcome healthcare access 
barriers by seeking help from a network of support that begins within the community. 
Community health workers serving as patient navigators are readily sought out, and this 
approach is concordant with cultural expectations for mutual assistance. Community health 
workers serving immigrant groups should model healthcare-related life skills in addition to 
providing direct assistance. 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 120, Pages 1-224 (May 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/120 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 2, Issue 1, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
June 2016, Volume 70, Issue 6 
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 12, Issue 1, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/.U2V-Elf4L0l#.VAJEj2N4WF8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Infectious Diseases (JGID)  
April-June 2016  Volume 8 | Issue 2   Page Nos. 59-94 
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n  
[New issue; No new relevant content identified] 
 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/120
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/.U2V-Elf4L0l#.VAJEj2N4WF8
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n
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Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 27, Number 2, May 2016 Supplement 
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/33442 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 6 Issue 1   2016 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/6/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 18, Issue 3, June 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/18/2/page/1 
[Issue focus on a range of health parameters and challenges among Latino migrants] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 14, Issue 2, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[New issue; No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 213 Issue 11 June 1, 2016  
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
EDITORIAL COMMENTARY 
Editor's choice: Can Changes to Scheduling Enhance the Performance of Rotavirus 
Vaccines in Low-Income Countries?  
J Infect Dis. (2016) 213 (11): 1673-1675 doi:10.1093/infdis/jiw026  
Nigel A. Cunliffe and Gagandeep Kang 
 
VIRUSES 
Editor's choice: A Randomized, Controlled Trial of the Impact of Alternative Dosing 
Schedules on the Immune Response to Human Rotavirus Vaccine in Rural Ghanaian 
Infants  
J Infect Dis. (2016) 213 (11): 1678-1685 doi:10.1093/infdis/jiw023  
George Armah, Kristen D. C. Lewis, Margaret M. Cortese, Umesh D. Parashar, Akosua Ansah, 
Lauren Gazley, John C. Victor, Monica M. McNeal, Fred Binka, and A. Duncan Steele 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
May 2016  Volume 28, Issue 4  Pages 445–646 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v28.4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
  
 
The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics  
Winter 2015  Volume 43, Issue 4  Pages 673–913 

https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/33442
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/6/1
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/18/2/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/213/11/1673.extract
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/213/11/1673.extract
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/213/11/1678.abstract
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/213/11/1678.abstract
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/213/11/1678.abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v28.4/issuetoc
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-4/issuetoc 
Special Issue: SYMPOSIUM: Harmonizing Privacy Laws to Enable International 
Biobank Research: Part I 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
May 2016, Volume 42, Issue 5  
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 3, Issue 2 (2016) 
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 5 Issue 1 March 2016  
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[New issue: No new relevant content identfied] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
May 2016 Volume 172, p1-236  
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 37, Issue 2 (May 2016) 
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v37/n2/index.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
01 April 2016; volume 13, issue 117 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Knowledge Management for Development Journal 
Vol 11, No 2 (2015) 
http://journal.km4dev.org/journal/index.php/km4dj/index 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
May 21, 2016 Volume 387 Number 10033 p2063-2162  e26-e27  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-4/issuetoc
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
http://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.jpeds.com/current
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v37/n2/index.html
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current
http://journal.km4dev.org/journal/index.php/km4dj/index
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
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Editorial 
No health workforce, no global health security 
The Lancet 
Summary 
Since the recent epidemics of Ebola, MERS, and Zika viruses, the ever-present threat of 
pandemic influenza, and now the menace of a yellow fever crisis, the notion of global health 
security has risen to the top of concerns facing the 194 member states attending next week's 
69th World Health Assembly (WHA) in Geneva, Switzerland. Without global health security, the 
common goal of a more sustainable and resilient society for human health and wellbeing will be 
unattainable. 
 
Articles 
Association between Zika virus and microcephaly in French Polynesia, 2013–15: a 
retrospective study 
Simon Cauchemez, Marianne Besnard, Priscillia Bompard, Timothée Dub, Prisca Guillemette-
Artur, Dominique Eyrolle-Guignot, Henrik Salje, Maria D Van Kerkhove, Véronique Abadie, 
Catherine Garel, Arnaud Fontanet, Henri-Pierre Mallet 
Summary 
Background 
The emergence of Zika virus in the Americas has coincided with increased reports of babies 
born with microcephaly. On Feb 1, 2016, WHO declared the suspected link between Zika virus 
and microcephaly to be a Public Health Emergency of International Concern. This association, 
however, has not been precisely quantified. 
Methods 
We retrospectively analysed data from a Zika virus outbreak in French Polynesia, which was the 
largest documented outbreak before that in the Americas. We used serological and surveillance 
data to estimate the probability of infection with Zika virus for each week of the epidemic and 
searched medical records to identify all cases of microcephaly from September, 2013, to July, 
2015. Simple models were used to assess periods of risk in pregnancy when Zika virus might 
increase the risk of microcephaly and estimate the associated risk. 
Findings 
The Zika virus outbreak began in October, 2013, and ended in April, 2014, and 66% (95% CI 
62–70) of the general population were infected. Of the eight microcephaly cases identified 
during the 23-month study period, seven (88%) occurred in the 4-month period March 1 to July 
10, 2014. The timing of these cases was best explained by a period of risk in the first trimester 
of pregnancy. In this model, the baseline prevalence of microcephaly was two cases (95% CI 
0–8) per 10 000 neonates, and the risk of microcephaly associated with Zika virus infection was 
95 cases (34–191) per 10 000 women infected in the first trimester. We could not rule out an 
increased risk of microcephaly from infection in other trimesters, but models that excluded the 
first trimester were not supported by the data. 
Interpretation 
Our findings provide a quantitative estimate of the risk of microcephaly in fetuses and neonates 
whose mothers are infected with Zika virus. 
Funding 
Labex-IBEID, NIH-MIDAS, AXA Research fund, EU-PREDEMICS. 
 
Review 
Costs, affordability, and feasibility of an essential package of cancer control 
interventions in low-income and middle-income countries: key messages from 
Disease Control Priorities, 3rd edition 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2816%2930598-0/abstract
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2816%2900651-6/abstract
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2816%2900651-6/abstract
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2815%2900755-2/abstract
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2815%2900755-2/abstract
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2815%2900755-2/abstract
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Hellen Gelband, Rengaswamy Sankaranarayanan, Cindy L Gauvreau, Susan Horton, Benjamin O 
Anderson, Freddie Bray, James Cleary, Anna J Dare, Lynette Denny, Mary K Gospodarowicz, 
Sumit Gupta, Scott C Howard, David A Jaffray, Felicia Knaul, Carol Levin, Linda Rabeneck, 
Preetha Rajaraman, Terrence Sullivan, Edward L Trimble, Prabhat Jha, Disease Control 
Priorities-3 Cancer Author Group 
Summary 
Investments in cancer control—prevention, detection, diagnosis, surgery, other treatment, and 
palliative care—are increasingly needed in low-income and particularly in middle-income 
countries, where most of the world's cancer deaths occur without treatment or palliation. To 
help countries expand locally appropriate services, Cancer (the third volume of nine in Disease 
Control Priorities, 3rd edition) developed an essential package of potentially cost-effective 
measures for countries to consider and adapt. Interventions included in the package are: 
prevention of tobacco-related cancer and virus-related liver and cervical cancers; diagnosis and 
treatment of early breast cancer, cervical cancer, and selected childhood cancers; and 
widespread availability of palliative care, including opioids. These interventions would cost an 
additional US$20 billion per year worldwide, constituting 3% of total public spending on health 
in low-income and middle-income countries. With implementation of an appropriately tailored 
package, most countries could substantially reduce suffering and premature death from cancer 
before 2030, with even greater improvements in later decades. 
 
Health Policy 
The World report on ageing and health: a policy framework for healthy ageing 
John R Beard, Alana Officer, Islene Araujo de Carvalho, Ritu Sadana, Anne Margriet Pot, Jean-
Pierre Michel, Peter Lloyd-Sherlock, JoAnne E Epping-Jordan, G M E E (Geeske) Peeters, Wahyu 
Retno Mahanani, Jotheeswaran Amuthavalli Thiyagarajan, Somnath Chatterji 
Summary 
Although populations around the world are rapidly ageing, evidence that increasing longevity is 
being accompanied by an extended period of good health is scarce. A coherent and focused 
public health response that spans multiple sectors and stakeholders is urgently needed. To 
guide this global response, WHO has released the first World report on ageing and health, 
reviewing current knowledge and gaps and providing a public health framework for action. The 
report is built around a redefinition of healthy ageing that centres on the notion of functional 
ability: the combination of the intrinsic capacity of the individual, relevant environmental 
characteristics, and the interactions between the individual and these characteristics. This 
Health Policy highlights key findings and recommendations from the report. 
 
Health Policy 
Protecting human security: proposals for the G7 Ise-Shima Summit in Japan 
Japan Global Health Working Group 
2155 
Summary 
In today's highly globalised world, protecting human security is a core challenge for political 
leaders who are simultaneously dealing with terrorism, refugee and migration crises, disease 
epidemics, and climate change. Promoting universal health coverage (UHC) will help prevent 
another disease outbreak similar to the recent Ebola outbreak in west Africa, and create robust 
health systems, capable of withstanding future shocks. Robust health systems, in turn, are the 
prerequisites for achieving UHC. We propose three areas for global health action by the G7 
countries at their meeting in Japan in May, 2016, to protect human security around the world: 
restructuring of the global health architecture so that it enables preparedness and responses to 
health emergencies; development of platforms to share best practices and harness shared 
learning about the resilience and sustainability of health systems; and strengthening of 
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http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2816%2930177-5/abstract


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

coordination and financing for research and development and system innovations for global 
health security. Rather than creating new funding or organisations, global leaders should 
reorganise current financing structures and institutions so that they work more effectively and 
efficiently. By making smart investments, countries will improve their capacity to monitor, track, 
review, and assess health system performance and accountability, and thereby be better 
prepared for future global health shocks. 
 
 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
May 2016 Volume 16 Number 5 p507-618  e64-e81  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
May 2016 Volume 4 Number 5 e287-e343  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 20, Issue 6, June 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/20/6/page/1 
Original Paper 
Using Positive Deviance to Understand the Uptake of Optimal Infant and Young 
Child Feeding Practices by Mothers in an Urban Slum of Mumbai  
M. R. D’Alimonte, D. Deshmukh, A. Jayaraman 
 
Original Paper 
Women’s Autonomy and Skilled Attendance During Pregnancy and Delivery in Nepal  
Situ KC, Subas Neupane 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
May 2016; 36 (4)  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
Reviews 
The Impact of Patient Participation in Health Decisions Within Medical Encounters: 
A Systematic Review  
Med Decis Making May 2016 36: 427-452, first published on November 19, 2015 
doi:10.1177/0272989X15613530  
Marla L. Clayman, Carma L. Bylund, Betty Chewning, and Gregory Makoul 
Abstract 
Background: Although there are compelling moral arguments for patient participation in medical 
decisions, the link to health outcomes has not been systematically explored. Objective: Assess 
the extent to which patient participation in decision making within medical encounters is 
associated with measured patient outcomes. Methods: We conducted a primary search in 
PubMed—excluding non-English and animal studies—for articles on decision making in the 
context of the physician–patient relationship published through the end of February 2015, using 
the MeSH headings (Physician-Patient Relations [MeSH] OR Patient Participation [MeSH]) and 
the terms (decision OR decisions OR option OR options OR choice OR choices OR alternative OR 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/20/6/page/1
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10995-015-1899-3
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10995-015-1899-3
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10995-016-1923-2
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/36/4/427.abstract
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/36/4/427.abstract
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alternatives) in the title or abstract. We also conducted a secondary search of references in all 
articles that met the inclusion criteria. Results: A thorough search process yielded 116 articles 
for final analysis. There was wide variation in study design, as well as measurement of patient 
participation and outcomes, among the studies. Eleven of the 116 studies were randomized 
controlled trials (RCTs). Interventions increased patient involvement in 10 (91%) of the 11 
RCTs. At least one positive outcome was detected in 5 (50%) of the 10 RCTs reporting 
increased participation; the ratio of positive results among all outcome variables measured in 
these studies was much smaller. Although proportions differed, similar patterns were found 
across the 105 nonrandomized studies. Conclusions: Very few RCTs in the field have measures 
of participation in decision making and at least one health outcome. Moreover, extant studies 
exhibit little consistency in measurement of these variables, and results are mixed. There is a 
great need for well-designed, reproducible research on clinically relevant outcomes of patient 
participation in medical decisions.  
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
March 2016  Volume 94, Issue 1  Pages 1–223 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.2016.94.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 533 Number 7603 pp291-432  19 May 2016 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorials 
Zika must remain a high priority 
Although the evidence suggests that the Olympic Games are safe to proceed, the global health 
community must not let the Zika virus fade from the research agenda until the threat is wiped 
out. 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
May 2016, Volume 22 No 5 pp447-567 
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n5/index.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
May 19, 2016  Vol. 374 No. 20 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
Essential Medicines in the United States — Why Access Is Diminishing 
Jonathan D. Alpern, M.D., John Song, M.D., M.P.H., and William M. Stauffer, M.D., M.S.P.H. 
N Engl J Med 2016; 374:1904-1907 May 19, 2016 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMp1601559 
   Prices have been dramatically increasing for many older, off-patent drugs, some of which are 
considered “essential” by the World Health Organization. Some price hikes have made 
potentially life-saving therapies unavailable to disadvantaged patients in the United States 
 
Special Report 
Zika Virus and Birth Defects — Reviewing the Evidence for Causality 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.2016.94.issue-1/issuetoc
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
http://www.nature.com/doifinder/10.1038/533291a
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n5/index.html
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1601559
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsr1604338
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S.A. Rasmussen, D.J. Jamieson, M.A. Honein, and L.R. Petersen 
Free Full Text 
Summary 
The Zika virus has spread rapidly in the Americas since its first identification in Brazil in early 
2015. Prenatal Zika virus infection has been linked to adverse pregnancy and birth outcomes, 
most notably microcephaly and other serious brain anomalies. To determine whether Zika virus 
infection during pregnancy causes these adverse outcomes, we evaluated available data using 
criteria that have been proposed for the assessment of potential teratogens. On the basis of 
this review, we conclude that a causal relationship exists between prenatal Zika virus infection 
and microcephaly and other serious brain anomalies. Evidence that was used to support this 
causal relationship included Zika virus infection at times during prenatal development that were 
consistent with the defects observed; a specific, rare phenotype involving microcephaly and 
associated brain anomalies in fetuses or infants with presumed or confirmed congenital Zika 
virus infection; and data that strongly support biologic plausibility, including the identification of 
Zika virus in the brain tissue of affected fetuses and infants. Given the recognition of this causal 
relationship, we need to intensify our efforts toward the prevention of adverse outcomes 
caused by congenital Zika virus infection. However, many questions that are critical to our 
prevention efforts remain, including the spectrum of defects caused by prenatal Zika virus 
infection, the degree of relative and absolute risks of adverse outcomes among fetuses whose 
mothers were infected at different times during pregnancy, and factors that might affect a 
woman’s risk of adverse pregnancy or birth outcomes. Addressing these questions will improve 
our ability to reduce the burden of the effects of Zika virus infection during pregnancy. 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
June 2016; 45 (3)  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
Articles 
Exploring Expectations of Nonprofit Management Capabilities  
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly June 2016 45: 437-457, first published on May 1,  
Adelle Bish and Karen Becker 
Abstract 
Management capabilities have been widely researched in the private and public sectors, yet 
there is less evidence relating to the nonprofit sector. Increasing pressures to balance the 
demands of organizational values with business performance in this sector leads to a focus on 
the managerial capabilities required to meet these expectations. This article reports an 
exploratory study of capability expectations of managers within an Australian nonprofit 
organization. Using semistructured interviews, data were collected from 21 managers across 
three hierarchical levels. Findings indicate that while there is some overlap with managerial 
requirements in the private and public sectors, there are some unique aspects of nonprofit 
operations which warrant further investigation. Specifically, there was an emphasis on personal 
knowledge and experience (i.e., self-awareness, discipline, knowledge, and strategic thinking) 
and having a commitment to the nonprofit sector and values of the organization. Expectations 
also varied depending on the level of management within the organization.  
2015 doi:10.1177/0899764015583313  
 
Analysis of Determinants of Revenue Sources for International NGOs: Influence of 
Beneficiaries and Organizational Characteristics  
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly June 2016 45: 612-629, first published on July 21, 
2015 doi:10.1177/0899764015595721  
Jessica Aschari-Lincoln and Urs P. Jäger 

http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/45/3/437.abstract
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/45/3/612.abstract
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/45/3/612.abstract
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Abstract 
Securing financial sustainability through fundraising and other forms of financing is a critical 
issue for many nonprofit organizations. This article extends the benefits theory by adding 
beneficiary and organizational characteristics to it and examines how these characteristics affect 
revenue source composition. Based on a survey of International Nongovernmental 
Organizations (INGOs) with headquarters in Switzerland, the results quantitatively demonstrate 
a predictive relationship between programmatic and financial management: First, Swiss-based 
INGOs’ revenue sources rely heavily on income-generating revenue sources. Second, the 
efficacy of the benefits theory of nonprofit finance is demonstrated outside of the organizational 
context of U.S. local/national nonprofits. Third, INGOs’ organizational and beneficiary 
characteristics influence their revenue source composition. Fourth, the results demonstrate clear 
differences between revenue sources. Fifth, overall, the beneficiary field is the most influential 
of the proven characteristics in determining revenue source percentages.  
 
 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
OxMo – Vol. 5, No. 2 
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Pediatrics  
May 2016, VOLUME 137 / ISSUE 5 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/137/5?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 34, Issue 6, June 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/34/6/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 21 May 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
(Accessed 21 May 2016) 
Research Article  
Beyond Contact Tracing: Community-Based Early Detection for Ebola Response 
May 19, 2016 ·  
Introduction: The 2014 Ebola outbreak in West Africa raised many questions about the control 
of infectious disease in an increasingly connected global society. Limited availability of contact 
information made contact tracing diffcult or impractical in combating the outbreak.  
Methods: We consider the development of multi-scale public health strategies that act on 
individual and community levels. We simulate policies for community-level response aimed at 

http://oxmofm.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/OxMo-Vol.-5-No.-2-Full-issue.pdf
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/137/5?current-issue=y
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/34/6/page/1
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/article/beyond-contact-tracing-community-based-early-detection-for-ebola-response/
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early screening all members of a community, as well as travel restrictions to prevent inter-
community transmission.  
Results: Our analysis shows the policies to be effective even at a relatively low level of 
compliance and for a variety of local and long range contact transmission networks. In our 
simulations, 40% of individuals conforming to these policies is enough to stop the outbreak. 
Simulations with a 50% compliance rate are consistent with the case counts in Liberia during 
the period of rapid decline after mid September, 2014. We also find the travel restriction to be 
effective at reducing the risks associated with compliance substantially below the 40% level, 
shortening the outbreak and enabling efforts to be focused on affected areas.  
Discussion: Our results suggest that the multi-scale approach can be used to further evolve 
public health strategy for defeating emerging epidemics. 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 21 May 2016)  
Policy Forum  
Toward a Common Secure Future: Four Global Commissions in the Wake of Ebola  
Lawrence O. Gostin, Oyewale Tomori, Suwit Wibulpolprasert, Ashish K. Jha, Julio Frenk, Suerie 
Moon, Joy Phumaphi, Peter Piot, Barbara Stocking, Victor J. Dzau, Gabriel M. Leung  
| published 19 May 2016 | PLOS Medicine  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002042  
Summary Points 
:: Four global commissions reviewing the recent Ebola virus disease epidemic response 
consistently recommended strengthening national health systems, consolidating and 
strengthening World Health Organization (WHO) emergency and outbreak response activities, 
and enhancing research and development. 
:: System-wide accountability is vital to effectively prevent, detect, and respond to future global 
health emergencies. 
:: Global leaders (e.g., United Nations, World Health Assembly, G7, and G20) should maintain 
continuous oversight of global health preparedness, and ensure effective implementation of the 
Ebola commissions’ key recommendations, including sustainable and scalable financing. 
 
Research Article  
Prioritizing Surgical Care on National Health Agendas: A Qualitative Case Study of 
Papua New Guinea, Uganda, and Sierra Leone  
Anna J. Dare, Katherine C. Lee, Josh Bleicher, Alex E. Elobu, Thaim B. Kamara, Osborne Liko, 
Samuel Luboga, Akule Danlop, Gabriel Kune, Lars Hagander, Andrew J. M. Leather, Gavin 
Yamey  
| published 17 May 2016 | PLOS Medicine  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002023  
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 21 May 2016) 
Research Article  
A Cost-Effectiveness Tool for Informing Policies on Zika Virus Control  
Jorge A. Alfaro-Murillo, Alyssa S. Parpia, Meagan C. Fitzpatrick, Jules A. Tamagnan, Jan 
Medlock, Martial L. Ndeffo-Mbah, Durland Fish, María L. Ávila-Agüero, Rodrigo Marín, Albert I. 
Ko, Alison P. Galvani  

http://www.plosmedicine.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002042
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002042
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002023
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002023
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002023
http://www.plosntds.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0004743
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| published 20 May 2016 | PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0004743  
 
Research Article  
Extent of Integration of Priority Interventions into General Health Systems: A Case 
Study of Neglected Tropical Diseases Programme in the Western Region of Ghana  
Ernest O. Mensah, Moses K. Aikins, Margaret Gyapong, Francis Anto, Moses J. Bockarie, John O. 
Gyapong  
| published 20 May 2016 | PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0004725  
 
Research Article  
Cholera Incidence and Mortality in Sub-Saharan African Sites during Multi-country 
Surveillance  
Delphine Sauvageot, Berthe-Marie Njanpop-Lafourcade, Laurent Akilimali, Jean-Claude Anne, 
Pawou Bidjada, Didier Bompangue, Godfrey Bwire, Daouda Coulibaly, Liliana Dengo-Baloi, 
Mireille Dosso, Christopher Garimoi Orach, Dorteia Inguane, Atek Kagirita, Adele Kacou-
N’Douba, Sakoba Keita, Abiba Kere Banla, Yao Jean-Pierre Kouame, Dadja Essoya Landoh, Jose 
Paulo Langa, Issa Makumbi, Berthe Miwanda, Muggaga Malimbo, Guy Mutombo, Annie 
Mutombo, Emilienne Niamke NGuetta, Mamadou Saliou, Veronique Sarr, Raphael Kakongo 
Senga, Fode Sory, Cynthia Sema, Ouyi Valentin Tante, Bradford D. Gessner, Martin A. Mengel  
| published 17 May 2016 | PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0004679  
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 21 May 2016]  
Research Article  
Consultations by Asylum Seekers: Recent Trends in the Emergency Department of a 
Swiss University Hospital  
Martin Müller, Karsten Klingberg, David Srivastava, Aristomenis K. Exadaktylos  
Research Article | published 18 May 2016 | PLOS ONE  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0155423  
Abstract 
Background 
Large-scale war-related migration to Switzerland and other European countries is currently 
challenging European health systems. Little is known about recent patterns and trends in 
Emergency Department (ED) consultations by Asylum Seekers (AS). 
Methods 
A retrospective single-centre analysis was performed of the data from all adult patients with the 
official status of “Asylum Seeker” or “Refugee” who consulted the ED of Bern University 
Hospital, Switzerland, between June 2012 and June 2015. Patient characteristics and clinical 
information, such as triage category, type of referral and discharge, violence-related injury and 
diagnostic group on discharge, were extracted from the computerised database or determined 
from the medical reports. Changes in categorical variables between the three studied years 
were described. 
Results 
A total of 1,653 eligible adult patients were identified in the 3-year period. Between the first 
(06/12–06/13) and third periods (06/14–06/15), the number of presentations per year 
increased by about 45%. The AS came from 62 different nations, the most common countries 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0004743
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0004725
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0004725
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0004725
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0004679
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0004679
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0004679
http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0155423
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0155423
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0155423
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being Eritrea (13%), Somalia (13%) and Syria (11%). The mean age was 33.3 years (SD 12.3) 
and two thirds (65.7%) were male. The proportion of women increased over time. Moreover 
the relative proportions shifted from patients between 20 and 50 years to patients of under 20 
or over 60 years. Nearly two thirds of the patients were walk-in emergencies and this 
proportion increased over time. The mean triage score was 2.9 (SD 0.7), with more than 90% 
presenting as “urgent consultation”. About half of the patients were treated for trauma 
(17.2%), infections (16.8%) or psychiatric problems (14.2%). Trauma was seen in a higher 
proportion of male than female patients. About 25% of the patients were admitted for in-
hospital treatment. 
Conclusions 
The recent rise in AS in the population has lead to an increase in AS presenting to EDs. This 
changes the composition of ED patients and should raise awareness that changes in procedures 
may be needed. Infectious diseases and psychiatric problems remain a heavy burden for AS 
presenting in the ED. A trend towards an increasing proportion of walk-in patients to the ED 
could not be explained by this study. Further studies and surveillance are needed to investigate 
this trend 
 
 
PLoS Pathogens 
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/ 
(Accessed 21 May 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
(Accessed 21 May 2016) 
Biological Sciences - Ecology - Social Sciences - Sustainability Science:  
The need to respect nature and its limits challenges society and conservation 
science  
Jean-Louis Martin, Virginie Maris, and Daniel S. Simberloff 
PNAS 2016 ; published ahead of print May 16, 2016, doi:10.1073/pnas.1525003113  
Significance 
The recent Paris accord on global climate change is a key step in acknowledging biophysical 
limits to human actions, but the challenge of respecting the biosphere’s ecological limits 
remains underrated. We analyze how respecting these limits squarely conflicts with an economy 
centered on growth and technology to mitigate environmental stress. The need to mitigate 
human impacts on species and natural systems has made conservation science a major 
multidisciplinary discipline. Society and conservation science have tried unsuccessfully to resolve 
this need within the growth paradigm. We show that its resolution increasingly demands 
profound shifts in societal values. Our aim is to identify the nature of these necessary shifts and 
to explore how they define future paths for conservation science.  
Abstract 
Increasing human population interacts with local and global environments to deplete 
biodiversity and resources humans depend on, thus challenging societal values centered on 
growth and relying on technology to mitigate environmental stress. Although the need to 
address the environmental crisis, central to conservation science, generated greener versions of 
the growth paradigm, we need fundamental shifts in values that ensure transition from a 
growth-centered society to one acknowledging biophysical limits and centered on human well-
being and biodiversity conservation. We discuss the role conservation science can play in this 

http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/05/13/1525003113.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/05/13/1525003113.abstract
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transformation, which poses ethical challenges and obstacles. We analyze how conservation and 
economics can achieve better consonance, the extent to which technology should be part of the 
solution, and difficulties the “new conservation science” has generated. An expanded ambition 
for conservation science should reconcile day-to-day action within the current context with 
uncompromising, explicit advocacy for radical transitions in core attitudes and processes that 
govern our interactions with the biosphere. A widening of its focus to understand better the 
interconnectedness between human well-being and acknowledgment of the limits of an 
ecologically functional and diverse planet will need to integrate ecological and social sciences 
better. Although ecology can highlight limits to growth and consequences of ignoring them, 
social sciences are necessary to diagnose societal mechanisms at work, how to correct them, 
and potential drivers of social change.  
 
Empirical redefinition of comprehensive health and well-being in the older adults of 
the United States 
Martha K. McClintocka,1, William Daleb, Edward O. Laumannc,d, and Linda Waitec,d 
Author Affiliations 
Edited by James S. House, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, and approved March 22, 2016 
(received for review July 28, 2015)  
Significance 
Health has long been conceived as not just the absence of disease but also the presence of 
physical, psychological, and social well-being. Nonetheless, the traditional medical model 
focuses on specific organ system diseases. This representative study of US older adults living in 
their homes amassed not only comprehensive medical information but also psychological and 
social data and measured sensory function and mobility, all key factors for independent living 
and a gratifying life. This comprehensive model revealed six unique health classes, predicting 
mortality/incapacity. The healthiest people were obese and robust; two new classes, with twice 
the mortality/incapacity, were people with healed broken bones or poor mental health. This 
approach provides an empirical method for broadly reconceptualizing health, which may inform 
health policy.  
Abstract 
The World Health Organization (WHO) defines health as a “state of complete physical, mental 
and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.” Despite general 
acceptance of this comprehensive definition, there has been little rigorous scientific attempt to 
use it to measure and assess population health. Instead, the dominant model of health is a 
disease-centered Medical Model (MM), which actively ignores many relevant domains. In 
contrast to the MM, we approach this issue through a Comprehensive Model (CM) of health 
consistent with the WHO definition, giving statistically equal consideration to multiple health 
domains, including medical, physical, psychological, functional, and sensory measures. We 
apply a data-driven latent class analysis (LCA) to model 54 specific health variables from the 
National Social Life, Health, and Aging Project (NSHAP), a nationally representative sample of 
US community-dwelling older adults. We first apply the LCA to the MM, identifying five health 
classes differentiated primarily by having diabetes and hypertension. The CM identifies a 
broader range of six health classes, including two “emergent” classes completely obscured by 
the MM. We find that specific medical diagnoses (cancer and hypertension) and health 
behaviors (smoking) are far less important than mental health (loneliness), sensory function 
(hearing), mobility, and bone fractures in defining vulnerable health classes. Although the MM 
places two-thirds of the US population into “robust health” classes, the CM reveals that one-half 
belong to less healthy classes, independently associated with higher mortality. This 
reconceptualization has important implications for medical care delivery, preventive health 
practices, and resource allocation.  
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Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume  31  - Issue 02 - April 2016 
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=PDM&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 86, Pages 1-166 (May 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/86 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 9 Issue 1 April 2016  
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 131 , Issue Number 3  May/June 2016 
http://www.publichealthreports.org/issuecontents.cfm?Volume=131&Issue=3 
Brief Report 
Understanding Non-Completion of the Human Papillomavirus Vaccine Series: 
Parent-Reported Reasons for Why Adolescents Might Not Receive Additional Doses, 
United States, 2012 
Sarah J. Clark, MPH / Anne E. Cowan, MPH / Stephanie L. Fillipp, MPH / Allison M. Fisher, MPH / 
Shannon Stokley, MPH 
 
Case Studies and Practice 
Assessing Clinical Research Capacity in Vietnam: A Framework for Strengthening 
Capability for Clinical Trials in Developing Countries 
Jonathan Kagan, PhD / Dao Duc Giang, MPH / Michael F. Iademarco, MD, MPH / Van TT Phung, 
MS / Chuen-Yen Lau, MD, MPH / Nguyen Ngo Quang, PhD 
 
Law and the Public's Health: Quarantine and Liability in the Context of Ebola 
Polly J. Price, JD 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
June 2016; 26 (7)  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: Ethnography 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 35 Issue 1 March 2016  
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Special Issue: The Challenge of Asylum Detention to Refugee Protection 
Guest Editors: Philippe De Bruycker and Evangelia (Lilian) Tsourdi 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 21 May 2016] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
February 2016  Vol. 39, No. 2 
http://www.paho.org/journal/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
May 2016  Volume 36, Issue 5  Pages 863–1068 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2016.36.issue-5/issuetoc 
Current Topics 
Risk Management Should Play a Stronger Role in Developing and Implementing 
Social Responsibility Policies for Organizations (pages 870–873) 
Shital A. Thekdi 
Version of Record online: 19 MAY 2016 | DOI: 10.1111/risa.12643 
 
Exploring the Predictors of Organizational Preparedness for Natural Disasters (pages 
1040–1053) 
Abdul-Akeem Sadiq and John D. Graham 
Version of Record online: 1 SEP 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/risa.12478 
Abstract 
There is an extensive body of research on the determinants of disaster preparedness at the 
individual and household levels. The same cannot be said for the organizational level. Hence, 
the purpose of this study is to shed light on the predictors of organizational preparedness for 
natural disasters. Since leaders of organizations have an incentive to overstate their level of 
preparedness and because surveys of organizational leaders suffer from selection bias and low 
response rates, we take the novel approach of interviewing employees about the organizations 
that employ them. Using an online survey, we collected information from a national sample of 
2,008 U.S. employees and estimated the predictors of preparedness at the organizational level. 
We find, among other results, that organization size (facility level) is a consistent predictor of 
preparedness at the organizational level. We conclude with policy recommendations and outline 
an agenda for future research on organizational preparedness for natural disasters. 
 
 
Science  
20 May 2016  Vol 352, Issue 6288 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Introduction to special issue 
Cities are the Future 
By Nicholas S. Wigginton, Julia Fahrenkamp-Uppenbrink, Brad Wible, David Malakoff 
Science20 May 2016 : 904-905  
Rapid urbanization is overtaxing the planet, but it may not have to 
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Editorial 
Leave no city behind 
By Michele Acuto, Susan Parnell 
Science20 May 2016 : 873 
Summary 
Close to 4 billion people live in cities. As the driver of environmental challenges, accounting for 
nearly 70% of the world's carbon emissions, and as sites of critical social disparities, with 863 
million dwellers now living in slums, urban settlements are at the heart of global change. This 
momentum is unlikely to disappear, as approximately 70 million more people will move to cities 
by the end of this year alone. The good news is that recent multilateral processes are now 
appreciating this key role of cities and are increasingly prioritizing urban concerns in policy-
making. Yet, how can we ensure that these steps toward a global urban governance leave no 
city, town, or urban dweller behind? 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 155, Pages 1-102 (April 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/155 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 21 May 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2016   Volume 14, Number 1  
http://ssir.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 8, Issue 4 (April 2016)  
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
TORTURE Journal 
Volume 26, Nr. 1, 2016 
http://www.irct.org/Default.aspx?ID=5768 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
May 2016  Volume 21, Issue 5  Pages 569–690 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2016.21.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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UN Chronicle 
Vol. LII No. 4 2015  April 2016  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Implementing the 2030 Agenda: The Challenge of Conflict 
   This issue looks at the link between conflict and the implementation and attainment of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. The articles examine, among other things, children and armed 
conflict, climate change, terrorism and food security. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 11, Issue 1, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
World Heritage Review  
n°78 - February 2016 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/78/ 
World Heritage and gender equality  
It is increasingly recognized that culture has an essential role to play as a driver of sustainable 
development, contributing to the eradication of poverty and enhancing social inclusion. Culture 
helps to define people’s identities and determines the way they shape their future. Gender 
equality, which is a UNESCO priority, refers to the roles and responsibilities of men and women 
and gender dynamics within families, societies and cultures. 
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