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:: Week in Review  
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:::::::  
:::::::  
 
EU Turkey Agreement 
 
Editor’s Note: 
   We lead again this week with the “EU-Turkey Agreement” as it continues to generate serious 
concern and action from agencies, NGOs and other actors in the European migrant-refugee 
crisis. Equally, we see it as establishing new and uncomfortable precedents. 
   Below, we include statements of concern from the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
UNICEF and IOM, and statements defining withdrawal of and limits to humanitarian support in 
Greece from UNHCR, MSF, IRC and Oxfam. This summary is not attempting to be exhaustive, 
but we believe it is indicative of the situation. 
 
 
UN rights chief expresses serious concerns over EU-Turkey agreement  
GENEVA (24 March 2016) – The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
on Thursday expressed serious concerns about the recent agreement between the European 
Union and Turkey, pointing to what he termed “a contradiction at the heart of the agreement,” 
as well as raising concerns regarding  arbitrary detention of refugees and migrants.  
 
“The declared aim to return all refugees and migrants contrasts with the assurances about 
individual assessments," the High Commissioner said. "If the safeguards are to be considered 
real, then the individual assessments must allow for the possibility that the persons in question 
will not in fact be returned. Otherwise it could still qualify as a collective expulsion."  
 
The EU-Turkey agreement calls for cases to be processed under the EU’s Asylum Procedures 
Directive, and goes on to state that “Migrants not applying for asylum or whose application has 
been found unfounded or inadmissible in accordance with the said directive will be returned to 
Turkey.”  
 
Zeid expressed concern that this language presents a real risk of overlooking human rights law 
obligations, which require States to examine arguments against return beyond those found in 
refugee law. Such needs could arise, for example, in the case of children; victims of violence, 
rape, trauma and torture; individuals with specific sexual orientation; persons with disabilities; 
and a range of others with legitimate individual protection needs.  
 
The UN Human Rights Chief urged Greece to handle all individual cases with genuine attention 
to all protection grounds required under international human rights law, including at the appeals 
stage.  
 
Zeid said he has particular concerns about returns being carried out on the basis of asylum 
claims in Greece being found 'inadmissible' because Turkey is a ‘safe third country’ or a ‘first 
country of asylum.’ 
 
“Even if Turkey does expand its refugee definition to include non-Europeans, or passes laws 
qualifying certain nationalities for ‘temporary protection,’ it may not be considered fully safe for 
all returns in the near future. Refugee and migrant protection systems are not simply words on 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
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paper, but require trained personnel, tailored policies, infrastructure and other concrete 
practical measures that take time to establish,” the High Commissioner said. “Disturbingly, there 
have also been recent reports of forcible returns amounting to refoulement from Turkey.”  
 
The UN human rights chief backed the strong concerns expressed on Tuesday by other UN 
agencies, UNHCR and UNICEF, at the use of detention for all new arrivals in the Greek islands, 
including children and other vulnerable persons, adding that this appears to contravene a range 
of international and EU human rights laws and standards, including that immigration detention 
should be a measure of last resort, and the principle of “best interests of the child.” The UN 
Committee on the Rights of the Child has emphasized that children should never be detained on 
the basis of their migration status or that of their parents. 
 
The High Commissioner expressed his concern that all returns must be carried out in full 
respect of the human rights and dignity of each individual being returned, including through 
ensuring that any consent for voluntary return is given free of any coercion and that those who 
are forcibly returned are protected against disproportionate use of force and other abuse of 
their rights and dignity. 
 
Finally, the High Commissioner regretted that the envisaged so-called ‘one-for-one’ scheme for 
resettlement is to take place “within the framework of the existing commitments” to 
resettlement or relocation - without creating new commitments to legal pathways. He urged the 
EU to implement practical recommendations made by UN and other international organizations 
and experts concerning the creation of other regular channels for entry, including family 
reunification, other humanitarian pathways, and regulated labour migration in response to real 
labour market needs.  
 
“This crisis is manageable if the EU acts on the basis of its own well-established and greatly 
respected laws and principles, and invests seriously in addressing root causes and supporting 
comprehensive solutions on the basis of international human rights treaties they have ratified,” 
Zeid said. “However, if the EU starts to circumvent international law, there could be a deeply 
problematic knock-on effect in other parts of the world.” 
 
 
UNHCR redefines role in Greece as EU-Turkey deal comes into effect 
Briefing Notes, 22 March 2016 
This is a summary of what was said by UNHCR spokesperson Melissa Fleming – to whom 
quoted text may be attributed – at the press briefing, on 22 March 2016, at the Palais des 
Nations in Geneva. 
This past Sunday, the provisions agreed between the EU and Turkey to stem the large-scale 
arrival of refugees and migrants to Greece and beyond into Europe came into effect. Starting 
already on Saturday, the Greek authorities accelerated the transfer to the mainland of an 
estimated 8,000 refugees and migrants who had arrived on the islands before the 20th of 
March. This was to separate them from people arriving after that date and who will be subject 
to the new return policy. 
 
Arrivals on Lesvos have so far continued. As of this morning 934 people had arrived since 
Sunday. They are being held at a closed registration and temporary accommodation site in 
Moria on the east of the island. The remaining 880 people who arrived before Sunday are being 

http://www.unhcr.org/56f10d049.html
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hosted about a kilometre away at the Kara Tepe centre, which is run by the local municipality 
and remains an open facility. 
 
UNHCR has till now been supporting the authorities in the so-called "hotspots" on the Greek 
islands, where refugees and migrants were received, assisted, and registered. Under the new 
provisions, these sites have now become detention facilities. Accordingly, and in line with our 
policy on opposing mandatory detention, we have suspended some of our activities at all closed 
centres on the islands. This includes provision of transport to and from these sites. However, 
UNHCR will maintain a presence to carry out protection monitoring to ensure that refugee and 
human rights standards are upheld, and to provide information on the rights and procedures to 
seek asylum. 
 
UNHCR staff will also continue to be present at the shoreline and sea port to provide life-saving 
assistance (including transport to hospitals where needed). We are counselling new arrivals on 
asylum in Greece, including on family reunification and on access to services. And we are 
identifying people with specific needs. 
 
UNHCR is concerned that the EU-Turkey deal is being implemented before the required 
safeguards are in place in Greece. At present, Greece does not have sufficient capacity on the 
islands for assessing asylum claims, nor the proper conditions to accommodate people decently 
and safely pending an examination of their cases. 
 
UNHCR is not a party to the EU-Turkey deal, nor will we be involved in returns or detention. We 
will continue to assist the Greek authorities to develop an adequate reception capacity. 
Uncertainty is making the new arrivals nervous. Many still hope that the border will open. Many 
have run out of money. There is also an urgent need for information. The Greek police have 
been distributing leaflets in Arabic and Persian informing people that the border is closed and 
advising them to go to camps where better conditions are provided. But the capacity of nearby 
camps has been reached, and more camps need to be opened including for candidates for 
relocation. 
 
Under the EU’s Emergency Relocation Mechanism, European countries agreed to relocate 
160,000 asylum seekers, including 66,400 out of Greece and 39,600 out of Italy. As of 21 March 
2016, 22 countries had made 7015 places available for asylum seekers to be relocated under 
the programme and a total of 953 asylum seekers had been relocated (384 out of Italy and 569 
out of Greece). 
 
Meanwhile, on the Greek mainland in Idomeni, an estimated 10,000-12,000 people, including 
some 4,000 children, are camping in dire conditions at an informal site near the border, close to 
a railway track. The majority are families, many of them with young children. Hygiene is a 
major concern, negatively impacting people's health. People are burning plastic and rubbish to 
keep warm. The general environment is very challenging. UNHCR and partners have been 
working to improve capacity by providing family-sized and large tents for up to 2,400 people 
and collecting rubbish. Mobile latrines have been put in place, but they are not enough. Tents 
have been provided for vulnerable families and individuals, including 30 unaccompanied minors. 
UNHCR has been visiting detention centres where unaccompanied children are in protective 
custody. Food distribution has been arranged by several organisations (sandwich and a drink), 
three times a day, as well as the distribution of milk, baby food, and diapers. 
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New EU-Turkey agreement on refugee and migrants could leave children at risk: 
UNICEF 
GENEVA, 22 March 2016 – UNICEF today expressed concern that the new agreement between 
the EU and Turkey, which comes into effect this week, does not address the pressing 
humanitarian needs of 19,000 refugee and migrant children stranded in Greece. Children make 
up 40 percent of the refugee and migrant population in Greece. It is estimated that 
unaccompanied children make up 10 percent of the child population. 
 
UNICEF warned the new agreement could push children and families to take other more 
dangerous routes including the central Mediterranean Sea. UNICEF welcomes EU leaders’ 
commitment to determining the individual status of refugees and migrants rather than collective 
expulsions, push-back practices or other measures that may be harmful to children. 
 
The children’s agency, however, urges that a number of priorities are addressed: 
:: Unaccompanied and separated children are properly identified and taken into protective care 
rather than detention. They are entitled to a full hearing and assessment of their best interests 
prior to any decision related to them, including on return. The capacity of state institutions in 
Greece needs to be scaled up significantly to deal with this new caseload. 
 
:: Child and family support services such as child friendly spaces, and safe mother and baby 
areas are rapidly expanded in ‘Blue Dots’ services. 
 
:: Children stranded for longer periods in Greece will require an expanded set of basic services 
such as emergency education. Many children have been out of school for several months and 
would benefit even from short term learning. 
 
:: To prevent disease outbreaks among children, urgent consideration has to be given to 
vaccinating refugee and migrant children, especially as many have been living in unsanitary 
conditions for weeks. An initial response would include vaccinating against measles, polio and 
pneumococcal infections. 
 
 
IOM: Migrants Must Fully Benefit from Protection under International Law 
03/22/16 
   Switzerland - IOM has called upon the international community to address the current 
migrant rights deficit, highlighting the fact that migrants do not adequately benefit from the 
protection granted to them under international law. 
 
 
Greece: MSF Ends Activities at Primary Lesvos Transit Camp 
March 22, 2016 
New York/Athens, March 22, 2016 — The international medical humanitarian organization 
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has decided to suspend its activities 
linked to the Moria “hotspot” until further notice. Moria is the main camp on the island of Lesvos 
where all arrivals are identified, registered, and fingerprinted before being relocated or returned 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90729.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90729.html
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-migrants-must-fully-benefit-protection-under-international-law
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/greece-msf-ends-activities-primary-lesvos-transit-camp


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

to their home countries. The decision follows the EU-Turkey deal announced Friday, which will 
lead to the forced return of migrants and asylum-seekers from the Greek Island. 
“We made the extremely difficult decision to end our activities in Moria because continuing to 
work inside would make us complicit in a system we consider to be both unfair and inhumane,” 
said Marie Elisabeth Ingres, MSF head of mission in Greece. “We will not allow our assistance to 
be instrumentalized for a mass expulsion operation, and we refuse to be part of a system that 
has no regard for the humanitarian or protection needs of asylum seekers and migrants.” 
MSF will close all activities linked to the “hotspot” of Moria, including the transportation of 
refugees to the center, and the water and sanitation activities and medical clinic inside. MSF will 
continue to run its transit center in Mantamados, where new arrivals are offered first aid 
assistance, and its sea rescue activities on the northern beaches of Lesvos. It will also continue 
to run mobile clinics on the island of Lesvos for those outside of the hotspot location. 
### 
Since July 2015, MSF has provided medical consultations, mental health support, distributed 
relief items, and conducted water and sanitation activities in Moria camp in Lesvos. MSF has 
carried out 24,314 consultations in the island of Lesvos, including 12,526 in Moria. MSF 
psychologists have assisted 401 people through individual sessions and have conducted 584 
group sessions with 3,532 participants. Teams were also providing temporary shelter 
and transportation between the North and the registration centers of Moria and Kara Tepe in 
the South of the island. As of March 13, MSF transported 12,952 new arrivals. 
 
 
The International Rescue Committee Will Not Transport Refugees to Closed Facility 
at Moria, Lesvos  
Lesbos, Greece 23 Mar 2016 -  
   On Monday evening the IRC informed the Greek coastguard that we would not transport 
refugees to the closed facility at Moria. We cannot knowingly participate in the transportation of 
some of the world’s most vulnerable to a place where their freedom of movement is in 
question. 
   We will continue to provide for refugees’ basic and protection needs at Kara Tepe camp and, 
should refugees land on Lesvos’ north shore we are ready to assist them with the essential 
services they need. 
   The IRC has been working on the Greek island of Lesbos since July 2015 delivering clean 
water and sanitation in several refugee transit sites and providing newly arrived refugees with 
much needed information about the registration process and essential services. We continue to 
provide specialized services to the most vulnerable refugees, including people with limited 
mobility and children separated from their families. In early March the IRC’s emergency 
response team was deployed to Northern Greece to assist with the response there. In the short 
term the IRC’s protection and environmental health team are responding at Idomeni, the 
informal refugee site on Greece’s northern border. 
More information about the IRC’s response to the Europe Refugee Crisis at this link.  
 
 
Says no to police-run detention facilities 
 (23.03.2016) Refugee Crisis  
    The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) has decided to suspend a number of activities at the 
refugee and asylum seeker so-called 'Hotspot' facillity, Vial, on the island of Chios. "We cannot 
work independently and safely in a police-run detention facility. Now that it is a detention 

http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/international-rescue-committee-will-not-transport-refugees-closed-facility-moria-lesv
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/international-rescue-committee-will-not-transport-refugees-closed-facility-moria-lesv
http://www.rescue.org/blog/refugee-crisis-latest-updates-storify
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9216083#.VvXFSXosR64
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centre we no longer have adequate access to provide assistance to vulnerable refugees," said 
Alain Homsy, Head of NRC operations in Greece.  
 
 
Oxfam suspends aid operations in Moria camp in protest to the suspension of 
migrants’ rights by the EU and Turkey 
24 March 2016 
   Oxfam has today suspended all of its operations in the Moria camp, on the Greek island of 
Lesvos, in response to the deteriorating treatment of migrants due to the recent deal struck 
between the EU and Turkey. The Greek authorities are transforming reception facilities into 
detention centers, where people will be held pending their mass return to Turkey. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
World Bank Group, United Nations, and Islamic Development Bank Pledge Support 
for Stability in Middle East and North Africa  
Beirut, March 24, 2016 — World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim, United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon and President of the Islamic Development Bank Group Dr. Mohamed Ali 
Al-Madani arrived in Lebanon today at the start of a joint visit to rally global support for the 
shared responsibility of promoting peace and development in the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region. 
 
The three organizations are jointly supporting an initiative to raise additional financing needed 
to help countries in the region cope with the immediate consequences of conflict, while laying 
the foundations for recovery and reconstruction. 
 
With the Syrian conflict entering its sixth year, and the region coping with one of the largest 
refugee crises since World War II, all three leaders pledged to work closely together in the 
region. The three organizations recently launched the New Financing Initiative to Support the 
MENA Region aimed at uniting the international community for the level of support required to 
meet the region’s immense challenges. Through innovative financing, the initiative plans to 
provide concessional financing to Lebanon and Jordan --both middle-income countries hosting 
large numbers of refugees -- and to expand the funding available to countries struggling with 
slow growth and high youth unemployment because of instability. 
 
At the Supporting Syria and the Region conference that took place in February in London, the 
World Bank Group announced that it will triple its investment in the region as compared to the 
previous five years.  Funding from the New Financing Initiative to Support the MENA Region 
combined with current programs is expected to total about US$20 billion over the coming five 
years. 
 
In addition, in response to the current crisis, the Bank will announce $200 million in new 
financing during the trip to support education and create jobs. This will come in addition to the 
current more than $1.5 billion of Bank commitments in the two countries, as well as the scaling 
up of financial support to Iraq, which has now reached $2 billion and which is projected to 
equal $5 billion in the coming few years. 
 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-03-24/oxfam-suspends-aid-operations-moria-camp-protest-suspension
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-03-24/oxfam-suspends-aid-operations-moria-camp-protest-suspension
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/03/24/world-bank-global-support-stability-middle-east-north-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/03/24/world-bank-global-support-stability-middle-east-north-africa
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:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
   We have been monitoring the increasingly robust statements from UNESCO around protecting 
cultural heritage in conflict and similar contexts, including discussion around how military assets 
might be required, even if this is a last and unhappy option. 
   This week, the ICC brought to trial – with unprecedented speed and effect – a defendant 
accused of destroying a range of cultural heritage in Timbuktu, and received an unanticipated 
admission of guilt.  
   In parallel, the IPU (Inter Parliamentary Union) adopted an extensive resolution around these 
themes at its 134th Assembly which, among other calls-to-action, “proposes to include the 
protection of cultural and historical sites in multilateral peacekeeping operations…” 
   We include content from these two important developments below with links to the full text. 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/Pages/default.aspx 
24/03/2016 
ICC Pre-Trial Chamber I confirms the charge against Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi and 
commits him to trial 
Situation: Republic of Mali 
Case: The Prosecutor v. Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi 
   Today, 24 March 2016, Pre-Trial Chamber I of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or 
"Court") confirmed against Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi the war crime charge regarding the 
destruction of historical and religious monuments in Timbuktu (Mali), and committed Mr Al 
Mahdi to trial before a Trial Chamber.  
 
24/03/2016 
Statement of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Fatou Bensouda, 
following admission of guilt by the accused in Mali war crime case: “An important 
step for the victims, and another first for the ICC” 
Today the Pre-Trial Chamber I of the International Criminal Court ("ICC") confirmed the charge 
of war crime brought by my Office against Mr Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi, and committed him to 
trial for attacking historic monuments and buildings dedicated to religion in Timbuktu, Mali 
between approximately 30 June and 11 July 2012. Following this decision, I can now publicly 
note a further significant development.    
 
On 1 March 2016, Mr Al Mahdi explicitly expressed before ICC Judges and in the presence of his 
lawyers, his wish to plead guilty. He did so during the course of the confirmation of charges 
proceedings, at a point where the exchanges were in closed session. This part of the court 
record has now been made public.  
  
This case is in many ways historically important in that it focuses exclusively on the war crime 
of intentionally directing attacks against 'cultural property'. The deliberate and wanton 
destruction of historic mausoleums and buildings dedicated to religion, as witnessed in this 
case, caused severe harm to the religious practices, historical heritage, and cultural identity of 
the people of Timbuktu, Malians and the region more generally. The loss was not locally 
confined. The magnitude of the loss of such irreplaceable physical embodiment of history and 

http://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/Pages/pr1204.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/Pages/pr1204.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/Pages/160324-otp-stat-al-Mahdi.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/Pages/160324-otp-stat-al-Mahdi.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/press%20and%20media/press%20releases/Pages/160324-otp-stat-al-Mahdi.aspx
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culture was felt by the whole of humanity, and at the expense of future generations. This case 
underscores the seriousness of such crimes, and the necessity to hold perpetrators 
accountable.  My Office is determined to continue to do its part to counter the scourge of such 
reprehensible crimes. 
 
This is the first time that a suspect has expressed his intention to plead guilty to criminal 
conduct for which he is being prosecuted by my Office; a serious crime for which we had 
gathered overwhelming evidence. Such an admission of guilt, provided for in article 65 of the 
Rome Statute, will be a milestone in the history of the ICC. 
 
This case is also unprecedented in terms of its expeditiousness and efficiency. The arrest 
warrant against Mr Al Mahdi was issued in September 2015. The arrest took place in the 
ensuing days, facilitated by the impressive cooperation of the States involved. The initial 
appearance hearing was held on 30 September 2015. The charge and the legal and factual 
submissions in support of the charge were filed on 17 and 18 December 2015. The confirmation 
of charges hearing was held on 1 March 2016… 
 
::::::: 
 
Ensuring lasting protection against destruction and deterioration for the tangible 
and intangible cultural heritage of humanity  
Resolution adopted unanimously by the 134th IPU Assembly  
(Lusaka, 23 March 2016)  
The 134th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,  
Recalling that several UNESCO Conventions already provide an international legal framework for 
the protection of heritage,  
 
Also recalling the working paper on "Ensuring lasting protection against destruction and 
deterioration for the tangible and intangible cultural heritage of humanity", which highlights the 
need for further mechanisms to protect this legacy, and which also mentions the nine main 
challenges referred to below,1  
 
Armed conflict and terrorism  
Noting that, in situations of armed conflict, there is an almost systematic destruction of cultural 
heritage, whether as collateral damage or intentional destruction,  
 
Recalling that the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 
Conflict (the 1954 Hague Convention) and its two Protocols already provide for the protection of 
cultural property in the event of armed conflict and are an integral part of international 
humanitarian law,  
 
Regretting that too few States have ratified those instruments, particularly the Second Protocol, 
which includes provisions in particular for preventive measures to protect cultural heritage and 
to enhance that protection,  
 
Strongly condemning all acts of intentional destruction of cultural heritage, and recalling that 
Article 8.2 of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court defines such destruction, 

http://www.ipu.org/conf-e/134/Res-2.pdf
http://www.ipu.org/conf-e/134/Res-2.pdf
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under certain circumstances, as a war crime, while Article 15 of the Second Protocol to the 1954 
Hague Convention considers it an offence, 
 
… Considering that parliaments have important powers to lead, legislate and oversee 
government action in order to enable the recommendations below to be effectively 
implemented,  
Armed conflict and terrorism  
1. Urges States to become party to and incorporate into their national legal framework the 1954 
Hague Convention and its two Protocols as applicable;  
 
2 Encourages parliaments to adopt comprehensive regulations that provide for measures to 
protect cultural property in cases of armed conflict, disaster or emergency situation;  
 
3. Requests parliaments to ensure that all parties to armed conflict respect cultural property in 
accordance with the rules of international humanitarian law and the legal framework established 
by conventions governing cultural matters that they have ratified;  
 
4. Recommends the establishment of mechanisms needed to systematically prosecute the 
perpetrators of acts of destruction of cultural heritage and also recommends that intentional 
acts of destruction should be defined as a war crime, according to Article 8.2 of the Rome 
Statute and in line with United Nations Security Council resolution 2199, and similarly the 
Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, as applicable;  
 
5. Emphasizes in this regard the importance of developing a framework for cooperation with 
international criminal justice bodies and of facilitating the development of inter-State judicial 
cooperation procedures, which is essential for the prosecution of the perpetrators of the most 
serious crimes;  
 
6. Encourages parliaments to advocate for greater efforts to be made in training staff at 
museums and other institutions in which cultural heritage is kept so that, in times of war, 
natural disaster or major emergency, they are able to determine the priorities and modalities for 
protecting and keeping it safe as a matter of urgency; 
  
7. Invites parliaments to legislate in order to anticipate situations of potential armed conflict, by 
establishing an inventory and an emergency plan for the storage or evacuation of tangible 
heritage and for the protection of built heritage;  
 
8. Proposes to include the protection of cultural and historical sites in multilateral 
peacekeeping operations… 
 
::::::: 
::::::: 

 
Giving an identity to the 230 million children without a civil status: One of the major 
challenges of the humanitarian crisis in the 21st century  
Resolution adopted unanimously by the 134th IPU Assembly  
(Lusaka, 23 March 2016)  
The 134th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,  

http://www.ipu.org/conf-e/134/Res-emrg.pdf
http://www.ipu.org/conf-e/134/Res-emrg.pdf
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Alarmed by the existence, according to UNICEF estimates, of more than 230 million children 
under five years of age without a legal identity because they were not registered at birth and by 
the fact that one in every seven children registered in the world does not have a birth certificate 
attesting to his/her legal identity,  
 
Observing that without a civil status, these children are severely hampered throughout their 
lives (unable to go to school, vote, marry, receive welfare benefits, inherit, etc.) and fall victim 
to trafficking (illegal adoption, prostitution and criminal networks), which is further exacerbated 
in situations of humanitarian crisis,  
 
Considering that having a reliable, comprehensive and lasting civil registry is a necessary 
prerequisite for drawing up credible electoral lists and, as a consequence, the legitimacy of 
electoral processes,  
 
Concerned about the “black holes” in statistics caused by the absence of registration of these 
children, which disrupts the planning and the management of public services for children,  
 
Recalling different provisions and instruments under international law, in particular:  
- Article 24, paragraph 2, of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights adopted on 
16 December 1966 by the UN General Assembly,  
- Article 7, paragraph 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the UN General 
Assembly on 20 November 1989,  
- Goal 16 of the Sustainable Development Goals, which the IPU fully supports, including target 
16.9, “By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration”,  
- the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Protocols, especially the Fourth Convention relative 
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War,  
- the 1977 Protocol relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts,  
 
Also alarmed by the tremendous impact of humanitarian crises, particularly in situations of 
conflict, on the most vulnerable groups, especially women and children,  
 
Convinced of the absolute need to fully meet the needs of those children in terms of assistance 
and protection through the mandates of peacemaking, peacekeeping and peacebuilding 
operations,  
 
1. Calls on parliaments to request their governments to put in place measures to inform parents 
of the need to register children at birth and remove all barriers to the registration of children in 
registry offices regardless of nationality, race, ethnicity, language, religion or social status;  
 
2. Requests parliaments to adopt laws to ensure the issuance of birth certificates free of charge 
or, at least, to reduce to a minimum the cost of birth registration;  
 
3. Calls for registry offices to be set up as close as possible to homes by distributing them 
throughout the country with as a wide coverage as possible;  
 
4. Recommends that parliaments take measures to allow women to register births;  
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5. Calls for support for the implementation of applications for mobile devices that allow 
authorized persons (e.g. midwives, village leaders and school principals) to register births;  
 
6. Invites parliaments to promote campaigns on regularizing the status of children without a 
legal identity through roving public hearings that move from village to village;  
 
7. Calls on parliaments ensure adequate funding for civil registry, including moving towards the 
digitization of registration where possible;  
 
8. Urges in particular parties to armed conflict to respect schools and hospitals and to provide 
unrestricted access for humanitarian assistance and to give humanitarian personnel all the 
facilities required to carry out their work;  
 
9. Calls on governments and parties to conflict to meet their obligations in conformity with 
international law, including international human rights law and international humanitarian law, 
in particular the obligations set forth in the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their Additional 
Protocols of 1977 and 2005;  
 
10. Strongly urges the IPU to commit to monitoring developments on this issue. 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
Water and Jobs - 2016 UN World Water Development Report 
UNESCO 
March 2016 :: 164 pages 
ISBN 978-92-3-100146-8   ePub ISBN 978-92-3-100155-0 
Pdf: http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002439/243938e.pdf 
Abstract 
   Three out of four of the jobs worldwide are water-dependent. In fact, water shortages and 
lack of access may limit economic growth in the years to come, according to the 2016 United 
Nations World Water Development Report, Water and Jobs, which was launched on 22 March, 
World Water Day, in Geneva.  
   From its collection, through various uses, to its ultimate return to the natural environment, 
water is a key factor in the development of job opportunities either directly related to its 
management (supply, infrastructure, wastewater treatment, etc.) or in economic sectors that 
are heavily water-dependent such as agriculture, fishing, power, industry and health.       
   Furthermore, good access to drinking water and sanitation promotes an educated and healthy 
workforce, which constitutes an essential factor for sustained economic growth.  
   In its analysis of the economic impact of access to water, the report cites numerous studies 
that show a positive correlation between investments in the water sector and economic growth. 
It also highlights the key role of water in the transition to a green economy. 
   The 2016 Report will provide the content and basis for debate throughout the year on the 
global theme ‘Water and Jobs’ of this year’s World Water Day. The Report illustrates that nearly 
3 out of 4 jobs of the global workforce (3.2 billion people) are moderately or highly dependent 
upon access to water and water-related services and therefore states that “Water is essential to 
decent jobs and sustainable development”. Water stress and the lack of decent work can 

http://www.ilo.org/global/WCMS_462272/lang--en/index.htm
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002439/243938e.pdf
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exacerbate security challenges, force migration and undo the progress made in the fight to 
eradicate poverty.   
 
Joint UNESCO and UN - Water Press Release 
Water drives job creation and economic growth, says new UN report   
22 March 2016  
An estimated three out of four jobs that make up the global workforce are either heavily or 
moderately dependent on water. This means that water shortages and problems of access to 
water and sanitation could limit economic growth and job creation in the coming decades, 
according to a UN report… 
 
:::::::  
:::::::  
 
UN urges stronger, coordinated international response to address El Niño impacts 
Climate event has affected 60 million people; impacts set to increase at least until end of 2016 
 
23 March 2016, Rome - The United Nations has called for a stronger response by governments, 
aid organizations and the private sector to address the devastating impact the El Niño climate 
event is having on the food security, livelihoods, nutrition and health of some 60 million people 
around the world.  
 
The appeal came at a meeting organized in Rome by four UN agencies, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), the Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the World 
Food Programme (WFP). Participants, including representatives from governments, non-
governmental organizations and other UN agencies, took stock of the growing impacts of the 
current El Niño, which is considered as one of the strongest in history. 
 
They noted that more than $2.4 billion are needed for current El Niño emergency and recovery-
responses and currently there is a $1.5 billion gap in funding… 
 
A global crisis 
El Niño-related impacts have been felt across the globe since mid 2015. Among these are 
severe or record droughts in Central America, the Pacific region, East Timor, Vietnam, Ethiopia, 
and in Southern Africa. In addition, floods have affected certain parts of Somalia and the 
Tanzania, devastating forest fires have once again resurfaced in Indonesia  while some regions 
has witnessed storms, as in the case of Fiji with Tropical Cyclone Winston. 
 
These disasters have resulted in a wide range of consequences, most importantly, severe 
increases in hunger, malnutrition, water- and vector-borne diseases and the prevalence of 
animal and plant pests and diseases. Increasingly, populations are on the move: families across 
the globe are being forced into distress migration, both within and across borders, as their 
sources of livelihood disappear. 
 
The meeting ended with a series of commitments by FAO, IFAD, OCHA and WFP aimed at 
urgently scaling up responses to the current El Niño crisis while also ensuring a more effective 
response to similar events in the future… 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_462279/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/389418/icode/
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::::::: 
:::::::  
 
UNESCO and L’Oréal Foundation launch manifesto to promote gender parity in the 
sciences 
25 March 2016 
A manifesto for women in science was launched in Paris at the close of Thursday’s L’Oréal-
UNESCO For Women in Science award ceremony, which recognized five outstanding scientists 
and 15 your researchers. The Manifesto aims to draw attention to the need to ensure gender 
parity in science. 
 
The Manifesto sets out to improve women’s access to science at all levels and in all disciplines. 
Its first signatories were Irina Bokova, the Director-General of UNESCO, Jean-Paul Agon, 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of L’Oréal and head of the L’Oréal Foundation, and 
Elizabeth Blackburn, President of the L’Oréal-UNESCO Jury… 
 
The Manifesto @4womeninscience promotes a six-point agenda: 
:: Encourage girls to explore scientific career paths, 
:: Break down the barriers that prevent women scientists from pursuing long term careers in 
research, 
:: Prioritize women’s access to senior positions and leadership positions in the sciences, 
:: Celebrate with the general public the contribution that women scientists make to scientific 
progress and to society, 
:: Ensure gender equality through participation and leadership in symposiums and scientific 
commissions, such as conferences, committees and board meetings, 
:: Promote mentoring and networking for young scientists to enable them to plan and develop 
careers that meet their expectations. 
   To sign the Manifesto: http://www.fwis.fr/en/manifesto 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
23 March 2016  
SC/12300 
Security Council Press Statement on Announcement of Cessation of Hostilities in 
Yemen 
 

http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-oreal-foundation-launch-manifesto-promote-gender-parity-sciences
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-oreal-foundation-launch-manifesto-promote-gender-parity-sciences
https://twitter.com/4womeninscience
http://www.fwis.fr/en/manifesto
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12300.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12300.doc.htm
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22 March 2016  
SC/12298 
Special Representative of Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict Briefs 
on Situation of Children in South Sudan 
   The members of the Security Council welcomed the announcement on 23 March 2016 by the 
Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Yemen, Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed, of a nationwide 
cessation of hostilities in Yemen, scheduled to begin at midnight on 10 April 2016, and peace 
talks scheduled to begin on 18 April 2016 in Kuwait.  The members of the Security Council 
welcomed the commitment of all parties both to the cessation of hostilities and to the peace 
talks… 
 
22 March 2016  
SC/12297 
Security Council Press Statement on Terrorist Attacks in Brussels 
 
22 March 2016  
SG/SM/17621-AFR/3351-L/3254 
Congolese Ex-Rebel Commander’s Guilty Verdict for War Crimes Sends Strong Signal 
that Impunity ‘Will Not Be Tolerated’, Secretary-General Says 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 26 March 
2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases 
UN rights chief expresses serious concerns over EU-Turkey agreement  
   GENEVA (24 March 2016) – The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al 
Hussein on Thursday expressed serious concerns about the recent agreement between the 
European Union and Turkey, pointing to what he termed “a contradiction at  the heart of the 
agreement,” as well as raising concerns regarding  arbitrary detention of refugees and 
migrants… 
 
Zeid lauds “hugely significant” conviction of Radovan Karadzic  
   GENEVA (24 March 2016) – UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
welcomed the verdict against Radovan Karadzic, President of the self-styled Bosnian Serb 
Republic, which was delivered today by the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia, describing it as “hugely significant.”  Karadzic was found guilty of genocide, crimes 
against humanity and war crimes.  
   “Twenty-one years after Karadzic was indicted, this verdict is a forceful manifestation of the 
international community’s implacable commitment to accountability,” Zeid said. “Karadzic 
master-minded the confinement, rape, torture and murder of thousands of people; the shelling 
of civilians; the siege of Sarajevo; and the extensive destruction and plunder of property, 
including Muslim and Roman Catholic places of worship.” 
   “His judgment is symbolically powerful – above all for the victims of the crimes committed 
during the wars in Bosnia-Herzegovina and across the former Yugoslavia, but also for victims 
across the world. No matter how powerful they are, no matter how untouchable they imagine 
themselves to be, no matter what continent they inhabit, the perpetrators of such crimes must 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12298.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12298.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12297.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17621.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17621.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18531&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18532&LangID=E
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know that they will not escape justice. Having witnessed first hand the effect of the horrific 
crimes for which Karadzic has been convicted, I welcome the findings of the Tribunal.”… 
 
Zeid urges Egypt to halt repression of NGOs  
   GENEVA (23 March 2016) – UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
on Wednesday expressed grave concern over the closure of hundreds of civil society 
organizations in Egypt and the prosecutions of numerous human rights defenders for their   
legitimate work since November 2014.  
   “This looks like a clampdown on sections of Egyptian civil society and it must stop,” said Zeid. 
“NGOs who have played a valuable role in documenting violations and supporting victims will 
see their activities completely crippled if this continues. This will stifle the voices of those who 
advocate for victims.”… 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 26 March 2016] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
23 Mar 2016 
Special Representative of Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict Briefs 
on Situation of Children in South Sudan 
Press release issued by the UN Security Council 
On 14 March 2016, the Security Council Committee established pursuant to 
resolution 2206 (2015) concerning South Sudan and the Security Council Working Group on 
Children and Armed Conflict held joint informal consultations featuring a briefing by the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Leila Zerrougui, 
concerning the impact of the armed conflict on children in South Sudan. 
 
The joint informal consultations were a continuation of a practice initiated in 2015 to enhance 
collaboration and coordination between the Working Group and sanctions committees in order 
to advance the protection of children in armed conflict. 
 
In her briefing, the Special Representative stated that, despite the many commitments signed 
by the Government and opposition, the situation of children in South Sudan has worsened with 
a dramatic increase in grave violations against children in 2015.  She expressed deep concern 
over the continuing recruitment and use of children by all parties to the conflict, as well as the 
re-recruitment of children previously released by armed groups.  The Special Representative 
also detailed the deliberate targeting of civilians in the conflict, resulting in children being killed 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18521&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/special-representative-of-secretary-general-for-children-and-armed-conflict-briefs-on-situation-of-children-in-south-sudan/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/special-representative-of-secretary-general-for-children-and-armed-conflict-briefs-on-situation-of-children-in-south-sudan/
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and maimed, as well as the wide-spread use of sexual violence as a tactic of war against 
women and children. 
 
Citing names of perpetrators from both sides, the Special Representative called upon the 
2206 Sanctions Committee and its Panel of Experts on South Sudan to continue to investigate 
and examine the individual and command responsibility of all parties to the conflict for grave 
violations against children.  She also expressed full support for the recommendations of the 
African Union Commission of Inquiry on South Sudan for the establishment of accountability 
mechanisms, including the Hybrid Court for South Sudan to be established in pursuance of the 
Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan signed on 
17 August 2015 (document S/2015/654)… 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
26 Mar 2016  
Sudan: Jebel Marra Crisis Fact Sheet Issue 5 I 24 March 2016  
   Sudan KEY FACTS :: An estimated 129,000 civilians have been reportedly displaced from the 
Jebel Marra area in Sudan’s Darfur region since mid-January as a result of increased hostilities 
between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Abdul Wahid faction of the Sudan 
Liberation Army (SLA/AW). This is about 23,000 more than the number reported on 10 March.  
 
24 Mar 2016  
Syrian Arab Republic: Joint Statement by Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator for 
Syria and Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria Crisis on the 
International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members [EN/AR]  
 
24 Mar 2016  
Haiti: Becoming Visible: Finding Solutions for Statelessness in Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic: Position Statement of the CLIO & CCO Haïti in support of CCHD  
   The Inter-NGO Liaison Framework (Cadre de Liaison Inter-ONG, CLIO in French) and the 
Comité de Coordination des ONG en Haiti (CCO Haïti), 2 independent coordination platforms 
that jointly comprise 75 NGOs from Haitian and international civil society organizations 
operating in Haiti, welcome the Kellogg Foundation initiative to host a series of Round Tables 
around critical border and nationality issues on the island of Hispaniola, starting on March 23rd 
2016… 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2015/654
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases
http://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/jebel-marra-crisis-fact-sheet-issue-5-i-24-march-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-statement-residenthumanitarian-coordinator-syria-and-regional
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-statement-residenthumanitarian-coordinator-syria-and-regional
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-statement-residenthumanitarian-coordinator-syria-and-regional
http://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/becoming-visible-finding-solutions-statelessness-haiti-and-dominican-republic-position
http://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/becoming-visible-finding-solutions-statelessness-haiti-and-dominican-republic-position
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24 Mar 2016  
occupied Palestinian territory: OCHA Flash Update: Third large-scale demolition in 
Khirbet Tana in 2016  
   On 23 March, the Israeli authorities destroyed 53 structures in the Palestinian community of 
Khirbet Tana, located in Area C of the occupied West Bank, on grounds of lack of Israeli-issued 
building permits. This is one of the largest incidents since OCHA began systematically tracking 
demolitions in 2009.  
 
24 Mar 2016  
Yemen: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien Statement on Yemen, New York, 24 March 2016 
[EN/AR]  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Yemen  
   It is deeply saddening to be marking a whole year of violence in Yemen. A country whose 
people were already facing great deprivation and hunger, and who have had to deal since last 
March with the added horror of war, bombing, shelling; losing their homes and loved ones. I 
welcome the efforts to find a solution to the crisis, and the announcement yesterday of an 
agreement to cease hostilities on 10 April is positive...  
 
23 Mar 2016  
Iraq: Senior UN official warns of dire consequences for millions of Iraqis due to 
funding shortfalls  
 
23 Mar 2016  
Syrian Arab Republic: US $19 million is allocated through the Humanitarian Pooled 
Fund for projects in Syria [EN/AR]  
   Damascus, 23 March 2016 – Nearly $19 million has been allocated to partners through the 
Syria Humanitarian Pooled Fund (HPF). This standard allocation of funds will finance water, 
sanitation and hygiene, nutrition, health, food security and agriculture, education and cross-
sectoral projects to meet the needs of and make a meaningful difference in the lives of almost 
1.4 million people.  
 
23 Mar 2016  
Ethiopia: Humanitarian partners launch fundraising campaign to address funding 
gaps in Ethiopia drought response  
   (Addis Ababa, 23 March 2016): Humanitarian partners today launched a 90-day campaign to 
raise awareness on the urgent need for an additional funding for the drought crisis in Ethiopia 
to address the humanitarian resource gap. “Ethiopia is currently contending with one of the 
most serious climatic shocks in recorded history with ten million people facing lost harvests and 
livestock as well as severe water...  
 
23 Mar 2016  
World: CERF Advisory group supports the United Nations Secretary-General’s call for 
a $1 billion CERF by 2018  
   On 21 March, the CERF Advisory Group met in New York endorsed the Secretary-General’s 
call to expand CERF to $1 billion by 2018. The Group, which meets bi-annually and provides the 

http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/ocha-flash-update-third-large-scale-demolition-khirbet-tana
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/ocha-flash-update-third-large-scale-demolition-khirbet-tana
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-stephen-6
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-stephen-6
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-stephen-6
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/senior-un-official-warns-dire-consequences-millions-iraqis-due-funding-shortfalls
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/senior-un-official-warns-dire-consequences-millions-iraqis-due-funding-shortfalls
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/us-19-million-allocated-through-humanitarian-pooled-fund-projects-syria
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/us-19-million-allocated-through-humanitarian-pooled-fund-projects-syria
http://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/humanitarian-partners-launch-fundraising-campaign-address-funding-gaps-ethiopia
http://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/humanitarian-partners-launch-fundraising-campaign-address-funding-gaps-ethiopia
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/cerf-advisory-group-supports-united-nations-secretary-general-s-call-1-billion-cerf
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/cerf-advisory-group-supports-united-nations-secretary-general-s-call-1-billion-cerf
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Emergency Relief Coordinator, Secretary-General and CERF with policy guidance and expert 
advice, also encouraged all stakeholders and UN Member States to support a larger CERF.  
 
 
UNICEF [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html 
Selected Press Releases 
87 million children under 7 have known nothing but conflict - UNICEF 
   NEW YORK, 24 March 2016 – More than 86.7 million children under the age of 7 have spent 
their entire lives in conflict zones, putting their brain development at risk, UNICEF said today.  
 
New EU-Turkey agreement on refugee and migrants could leave children at risk: 
UNICEF 
   GENEVA, 22 March 2016 – UNICEF today expressed concern that the new agreement 
between the EU and Turkey, which comes into effect this week, does not address the pressing 
humanitarian needs of 19,000 refugee and migrant children stranded in Greece. 
 
Tsinghua University and UNICEF launch innovation partnership to help reach some 
of the world’s most disadvantaged children 
   BEIJING, 22 March 2016 – Tsinghua University and UNICEF announced a new long-term 
partnership to leverage the use of innovation, design and technology, in helping to reach some 
of the poorest and most disadvantaged children across the world.  
 
Climate change and poor sanitation threaten water safety for millions: UNICEF 
nnnNew York, 21 March 2016 – On the eve of World Water Day, UNICEF said the push to bring 
safe water to millions around the world is going to be even more challenging due to climate 
change, which threatens both water supply and water safety for millions of children living in 
drought- or flood-prone areas. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40 
Press Releases 
23 March 2016 
UNHCR welcomes Ministerial Declaration in Bali, calls for new compact to absorb 
refugees in region   
   BALI, Indonesia – In a move welcomed by the UN Refugee Agency, Ministers of Bali Process 
countries today pledged to take a comprehensive regional approach to managing mixed 
migration flows by strengthening cooperation on search and rescue at sea, predictable 
disembarkation, temporary protection and legal pathways for refugees and migrants. 
   The Ministerial Declaration was adopted on Wednesday at the Sixth Ministerial Conference of 
the Bali Process. It is the first-ever such declaration in the 14-year history of this regional forum 
and a strong sign that its 45 member countries are deeply committed to addressing the regional 
challenges of mixed migration at a time of massive forced displacement around the world. 
   "With more than 60 million people forcibly displaced from countries like Syria, Afghanistan 
and Burundi, no country or region is immune from the aspects, and combating smuggling and 
trafficking. This will only work, however, if it goes hand-in-hand with a clear and unequivocal 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90745.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90729.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90729.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90713.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90713.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90567.html
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40
http://www.unhcr.org/56f259336.html
http://www.unhcr.org/56f259336.html
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human security impact," said Volker Türk, UNHCR's Assistant High Commissioner for Protection.    
"Today's pledge is a timely reminder that predictable and equitable responsibility-sharing 
arrangements are the only way to tackle these challenges while seizing opportunities."… 
 
23 March 2016 
UNHCR reaches embattled Taizz from Aden with life-saving aid  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
03/23/16 
Migrants Must not be Left out of Efforts to End Tuberculosis 
Switzerland - IOM marks World TB Day by highlighting the importance of engaging in 
productive multi-sectoral partnerships to promote the health and well-being of migrants. 
 
Final Group of Fisheries ‘Slaves’ to be Repatriated from Indonesia 
03/22/16 
Indonesia - One year after, the last group of men trafficked onto vessels operating in 
Indonesian waters is preparing to return home. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals in 2016: 160,547; Deaths: 488 
03/22/16 
Greece - IOM this week confirms more than one million migrant and refugee arrivals to the 
Greek islands via the Eastern Mediterranean route from Turkey since the start of 2015. Earlier 
this month IOM confirmed combined land and sea arrivals surpassed the one million mark in 
Greece. 
 
IOM: Migrants Must Fully Benefit from Protection under International Law 
03/22/16 
Switzerland - IOM has called upon the international community to address the current migrant 
rights deficit, highlighting the fact that migrants do not adequately benefit from the protection 
granted to them under international law. 
 
 
UN Women  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.unwomen.org/news/stories 
Date: 25 March 2016  
Press release: UN Commission on the Status of Women urges gender-responsive 
implementation of Agenda 2030  
   The 60th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women concluded today with UN 
Member States committing to the gender-responsive implementation of Agenda 2030. A set of 
agreed conclusions called for enhancing the basis for rapid progress, including stronger laws, 
policies and institutions, better data and scaled-up financing.  
 
Research reveals how fragile settings exacerbate inequalities  
Date: 24 March 2016  

http://www.unhcr.org/56f2976b6.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/migrants-must-not-be-left-out-efforts-end-tuberculosis
http://www.iom.int/news/final-group-fisheries-slaves-be-repatriated-indonesia
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-2016-160547-deaths-488
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-migrants-must-fully-benefit-protection-under-international-law
http://www.unwomen.org/news/stories
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/3/press-release-csw60-urges-gender-responsive-implementation-of-agenda-2030
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/3/press-release-csw60-urges-gender-responsive-implementation-of-agenda-2030
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/3/research-reveals-how-fragile-settings-exacerbate-inequalities
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   UN Women’s Fund for Gender Equality launched new research on women’s economic 
empowerment in fragile States this week on the sidelines of the 60th Commission on the Status 
of Women in New York.  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 26 March 2016] 
WHO: Angola grapples with worst yellow fever outbreak in 30 years 
March 2016  
   Angola is grappling with a yellow fever outbreak, which has infected more than 450 people 
and killed 178 – the first epidemic of the disease to hit the country in 30 years.  
  The outbreak, which was first reported in the capital city Luanda in December 2015, has since 
spread to 6 of the country’s 18 provinces… 
Vaccination a powerful weapon but in short supply 
   WHO has taken urgent action to contain this outbreak, working with the Angolan Ministry of 
Health and partners to vaccinate people in the affected provinces. As of 24 March 2016, WHO 
and partners have vaccinated 5.7 million people in Luanda against yellow fever using vaccines 
from the International Coordination Group emergency stockpile.  
   WHO has established an incident management system and deployed around 65 experts in 
epidemiology, vector control, community engagement and other areas to support the 
vaccination campaign. 
   WHO’s recently established Contingency Fund for Emergencies released US$500,000 to 
enable a rapid response to this outbreak in Angola and WHO’s African Public Health Emergency 
Fund has provided US$289,383. WHO has also supported the development of an emergency 
response plan to provide an additional US$ 3 million funds from the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs to cover 50% of the costs of the vaccines for the province 
of Luanda. 
Vaccine storage 
   “The vaccination campaign has so far been effective. We are seeing case numbers dropping 
considerably, especially in Luanda. However, we have to keep going and vaccinate all the 
people in Luanda and the affected provinces to end this outbreak. This is an enormous job 
which is exhausting supplies of vaccines,” says Dr Yactayo. 
   Whilst concerted efforts are being made to stop the outbreak, there is a global vaccine 
shortage, with the emergency stockpile completely depleted. An additional 1.5 million doses are 
needed to vaccinate the population at risk in Luanda province alone.  
  With the spread of the outbreak to other provinces in Angola and increasing numbers of 
imported cases reported by countries in Africa, WHO requests prioritizing vaccination of people 
at highest risk. WHO is in discussion with manufacturers and partners to divert shipments of 
vaccines for national routine immunization programmes until the emergency stockpile is 
replenished.  
   Partners working with WHO and the Ministry of Health include UNICEF, CDC/Atlanta, CORE 
Group, Médicins Sans Frontières, Medicos del Mundo, the National Red Cross of Angola and 
local community based organizations… 
 
Iraq's 2015 response to cholera outbreak minimizes future risk  
   23 March 2016, Baghdad, Iraq – After the declaration of a cholera epidemic in Iraq in 
September 2015, and in anticipation of a potential new outbreak, WHO, UNICEF and the 
Ministry of Health of Iraq, jointly with water and sanitation and health cluster partners held a 
consultation today to review lessons learnt and best practices from the successful 2015 

http://www.who.int/features/2016/angola-worst-yellow-fever/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/iraqs-2015-response-to-cholera-outbreak-minimizes-future-risk.html
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response to the outbreak. Consultations such as these will help guide cholera contingency plans 
for 2016 and beyond…. 
   …The meeting focused on a number of key issues, including the need to: 
:: build local capacities to scale up surveillance, case investigation and management, as well as 
cholera prevention and control measures 
:: strengthen laboratory capacities at central, governorate, and peripheral levels to ensure early 
detection and confirmation of a cholera outbreak 
:: enhance collaborative activities between relevant ministries and agencies, with clear roles and 
accountability 
:: maintain strong and regular communication with the health sector and apply an intersectoral 
approach for the management of cholera/acute watery diarrhoea. 
   …Cholera is endemic in Iraq, and the outbreak, officially declared in September 2015, 
resulted in 4945 cases confirmed in 17 of the 18 governorates across Iraq. WHO and UNICEF 
supported the Ministry of Health and other partners to put in place immediate preventive and 
control measures that included targeting approximately 249  319 people with oral cholera 
vaccine in a 2-round immunization campaign for vulnerable populations in 62 refugee and 
internally displaced persons camps and collective centres throughout the country.  
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs) 
::  23 March 2016 Human infection with avian influenza A(H7N9) virus – China  
::  23 March 2016 Human infection with avian influenza A(H5N6) virus – China  
::  23 March 2016 Lassa Fever – Germany  
::  23 March 2016 Lassa Fever – Togo  
::  23 March 2016 Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) – Saudi Arabia  
::  22 March 2016 Yellow Fever – Angola  
::  21 March 2016 Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) – Saudi Arabia  
 
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
WHO African Region AFRO  
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO  
:: PAHO/WHO calls on countries to work together to end tuberculosis in the next 20 years 
(03/24/2016)  
:: Sesame Street Muppets Join PAHO to Educate Families About Preventing Zika Mosquito Bites 
(03/23/2016) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Media statement - Invest in safe water to enhance public health 
22 March 2016 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Public Health Panorama: TB in central Asia  
23-03-2016 
:: Regional workshop on the global oral polio vaccine “switch” 30–31 March 2016, Vienna, 
Austria 
 

http://www.who.int/csr/don/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/23-march-2016-avian-ah7n9-china/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/23-march-2016-ah5n6-china/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/23-march-2016-lassa-fever-germany/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/23-march-2016-lassa-fever-togo/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/23-march-2016-mers-saudi-arabia/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/22-march-2016-yellow-fever-angola/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/21-march-2016-mers-saudi-arabia/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11839&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11836&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/features/2016/invest-in-safe-water-to-enhance-public-health-create-jobs/en/index.html
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/public-health-panorama/journal-issues/volume-2,-issue-1,-march-2016
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2016/03/regional-workshop-on-the-global-oral-polio-vaccine-switch
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WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Iraq's 2015 response to cholera outbreak minimizes future risk 
23 March 2016  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Stronger action and commitment needed to end tuberculosis  
   MANILA, 23 March 2016 – As the world observes World TB Day (24 March), the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in the Western Pacific Region urges governments and partners to strongly 
support calls to action to end the burden of tuberculosis (TB) in the Region. "Sadly, tuberculosis 
continues to be an agonizing chapter in the public health history of the Region," said Dr Shin 
Young-soo, WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific. "We must strengthen efforts to 
close the book on TB for the Region's 1.8 billion people." 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
23 March 2016  
UNAIDS calls for stronger partnerships to end the epidemics of tuberculosis and HIV  
    On World Tuberculosis (TB) Day, UNAIDS is calling for stronger partnerships and a united 
approach to end the twin epidemics of TB and HIV and save millions of lives. It has never been 
more urgent for governments, the medical and scientific communities, the private sector and 
people affected by the diseases to come together to ensure access to existing treatment 
regimens and to push for new diagnostic tools and treatments to reach all people in need. 
   “We achieve the most when we work together and use all our strengths to reach ambitious 
goals,” said UNAIDS Executive Director, Michel Sidibé. “Harnessing the potential of everyone 
involved in the response to HIV and TB is needed now more than ever to end these epidemics 
and create a healthier world as part of the Sustainable Development Goals.”                 
   …The international community is committed to ending the epidemics of TB and HIV within the 
framework of the Sustainable Development Goals. This will be possible only by strengthening 
and accelerating current responses and by maximizing the contribution of all those involved 
through a united approach at the international, regional, national and community levels. For 
example, the development of new diagnostic tools, treatments and potential vaccines 
against HIV and TB must be speeded up, especially in response to the emergence of multi-
drug resistant tuberculosis. Most importantly, these new regimens and tools must be within 
reach of everyone affected by TB and HIV… 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Mar 24, 2016 
UNDP Climate Action Hackathon Accelerates Innovative Approaches to Provide 
Weather Information to Vulnerable Communities in Africa 

http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/iraqs-2015-response-to-cholera-outbreak-minimizes-future-risk.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2016/20160323/en/index.html
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2016/march/20160324_tuberculosis
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/03/24/undp-climate-action-hackathon-accelerates-innovative-approaches-to-provide-weather-information-to-vulnerable-communities-in-africa-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/03/24/undp-climate-action-hackathon-accelerates-innovative-approaches-to-provide-weather-information-to-vulnerable-communities-in-africa-.html


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

Hackers Leverage Weather and Climate Data to Create Mobile Applications to Improve Farming 
Productivity and Save Lives 
 
Mar 21, 2016 
Helen Clark: Speech at the Dubai International Humanitarian Aid and Development 
(DIHAD) Conference  
Dubai,UAE 
…Conclusion 
   In conclusion, this is the year when the international community must make major strides on 
working more effectively across what have been the humanitarian, development, and 
peacebuilding silos. Resources are finite, and they need to be used more effectively, particularly 
if the 2030 Agenda commitment to ‘leave no one behind’ is to be honored. Strengthening co-
ordination across the development, humanitarian, and peacebuilding communities is the 
fundamental shift which is urgently needed; and there is encouraging progress. But we must do 
more, and quickly. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 26 March 2016] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Third meeting of the IAEG-SDGs  
30 MAR - 1 APR 2016   Mexico City 
   The third meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 30 March to 1 April 2016 in Mexico City, Mexico. The 
meeting will be hosted jointly by the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI) and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico. 
Meeting objectives 
:: Establishment of a tier system for indicators 
:: Establishment of procedures for the methodological review of indicators, including approval 
mechanisms of needed revisions  
:: Development of global reporting mechanisms, including identifying entities responsible for 
compiling data for global reporting on individual indicators and discussing data flow from the 
national to the global level 
:: Discussion of the work plan and next steps 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
24/03/2016  
Renewable Energy Investments: Major Milestones Reached, New World Record Set  
:: Coal and gas-fired generation attracted less than half as much capacity investment as 
renewables last year; 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/03/21/helen-clark-speech-at-the-dubai-international-humanitarian-aid-and-development-dihad-conference0.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/03/21/helen-clark-speech-at-the-dubai-international-humanitarian-aid-and-development-dihad-conference0.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-03/
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs
http://www.inegi.org.mx/
http://www.sre.gob.mx/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27068&ArticleID=36112&l=en
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:: Renewables added more to global energy generation capacity than all other technologies 
combined; 
:: For first time, developing world investments in renewables (up 19% in 2015) topped 
developed nations' (down 8%); 
:: World record total of $286 billion invested in renewables last year; makes $2.3 trillion over 12 
years 
 
Three in Four Jobs in the Global Workforce Depend on Water, says UN on World 
Water Day  
New report shows how water drives job creation and economic growth  
22/03/2016  
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
23 Mar 2016 
Speech by Robert Glasser at the World Meteorological Organization 
Mr. Robert Glasser, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 
 [Excerpt] 
   …We are probably still at a stage in human development when poverty and exposure to 
disaster risk are the main factors in deciding whether someone survives an event such as 
Typhoon Haiyan which claimed over 6,000 lives in the Philippines in November 2013.  
   Despite the fact that such events are usually well-announced beforehand, poverty and an 
exposed location can mean the difference between life and death more so than the nature of 
the hazard itself. 
   The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, adopted a year ago at the Third UN World 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, recognizes with a clarity unusual in international 
agreements how important it is not only to continue to improve disaster management but to go 
beyond that to address the underlying drivers of risk which include poverty, exposure, land use, 
unplanned urbanization, poor risk governance and, of course, climate change… 
:: Download speech in PDF version [PDF 92.43 kB] 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Press Releases/News 
Inter Parliamentary Union Adopts Landmark Resolution to Protect Culture 
25 March 2016 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 

http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27068&ArticleID=36104&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=27068&ArticleID=36104&l=en
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/48371
http://www.unisdr.org/files/48371_wmosrsgfinalforwmday.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html
http://en.unesco.org/news
http://en.unesco.org/news/inter-parliamentary-union-adopts-landmark-resolution-protect-culture
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UNESCO and L’Oréal Foundation launch manifesto to promote gender parity in the 
sciences 
25 March 2016 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
20 sites added to UNESCO’s World Network of Biosphere Reserves  
    Lima, 19 March—The International Coordinating Council of the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) 
Programme of UNESCO added 20 sites to the World Network of Biosphere Reserves during its 
meeting in the capital of Peru on 18 and 19 March. The newly adopted sites include 18 national 
sites and one transboundary site shared between Spain and Portugal. The Council also 
approved 9 extensions to existing Biosphere Reserves. Following the withdrawal of two sites at 
the request of Austria, this brings the total number of biosphere reserves to 669 sites in 120 
countries, including 16 transboundary sites. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global announcement and initiatives] 
Posted March 24, 2016 
UN-Habitat and Lincoln Institute pilot a Global Municipal Database for Sustainable 
Urbanization  
   Top officials from UN-Habitat and the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy signed an agreement in 
Mexico City this month to create a pilot for a global municipal fiscal database that will result in 
the reporting of fiscal data for select cities in Asia, Latin America and Africa… 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
25-03-2016 
Cuba's accession to accord signals important step in global anti-rogue fishing effort 
    Cuban Ambassador to the United Nations agencies in Rome, Alba Soto Pimentel, today 
formally presented FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva with Cuba's instrument of 
accession to the Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing. 
 
UN urges stronger, coordinated international response to address El Niño impacts 
   The appeal came at a meeting organized in Rome by four UN agencies, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), the Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the World 
Food Programme (WFP). 
23-03-2016 
 
New approaches needed to meet sustainable development challenges 

http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-oreal-foundation-launch-manifesto-promote-gender-parity-sciences
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-oreal-foundation-launch-manifesto-promote-gender-parity-sciences
http://en.unesco.org/news/20-sites-added-unesco-s-world-network-biosphere-reserves
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
http://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-and-lincoln-institute-pilot-a-global-municipal-database-for-sustainable-urbanization/
http://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-and-lincoln-institute-pilot-a-global-municipal-database-for-sustainable-urbanization/
http://www.lincolninst.edu/
http://unhabitat.org/mexico
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/397479/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/389418/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/396049/icode/
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   The international community needs to find new and innovative ways of working together if it 
is to meet the goals laid out in the UN's new Sustainable Development Agenda -- and eradicate 
hunger and poverty, in particular -- FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva said at the 
Forum for the Future of Agriculture in Brussels today. 
22-03-2016 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 26 March 2016] 
https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2016 
22 March 2016 
UN agency to provide $51 million to reduce poverty for vulnerable tribal groups in 
India  
   Rome, 22 March 2016 - The UN’s International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and 
the government of India signed a financial agreement recently that will aim to reduce poverty 
and improve livelihoods and food and nutrition security for over 62,000 rural households in the 
country’s central eastern region. 
   IFAD is providing a US $51.2 million loan towards the $130 million Odisha Particularly 
Vulnerable Tribal Groups Empowerment and Livelihoods Improvement Programme. It will focus 
on reducing poverty and improving living conditions for some of the most vulnerable tribal 
groups in Odisha's heavily forested Eastern Ghats and Northern Plateau regions… 
 
21 March 2016 
UN urges stronger, coordinated international response to address El Niño impacts  
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
European Union 
ILO welcomes strengthened EU focus on social issues   
23 March 2016  
   The Organization stands ready to support the European Commission, which has launched a 
consultation on the European Pillar of Social Rights. 
 
High Level Commission on Health Employment and Economic Growth 
ILO calls for increase in global health sector workforce   
23 March 2016  
   At the first meeting in Lyon, France, of a new UN multilateral commission, the ILO has 
highlighted a major increase in the health sector workforce as essential if the 2030 Agenda 
goals on health are to be realized. 
 
Joint UNESCO and UN - Water Press Release 
Water drives job creation and economic growth, says new UN report   
22 March 2016  
   An estimated three out of four jobs that make up the global workforce are either heavily or 
moderately dependent on water. This means that water shortages and problems of access to 
water and sanitation could limit economic growth and job creation in the coming decades, 
according to a UN report. 
 

https://www.ifad.org/newsroom/press_release/list/tags/y2016
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=15473924&locale=en_US
https://www.ifad.org/asset?id=15473924&locale=en_US
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http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
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http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_462721/lang--en/index.htm
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ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
23/3/16 
ICAO Condemns Brussels Attacks 

 
22/3/16 
ICAO Confirms Role in Monitoring Progress toward UN SDG 9 for Infrastructure 
   MONTRÉAL, 21 March 2016 – ICAO Secretary General Dr. Fang Liu highlighted today that the 
UN specialized agency for civil aviation will be contributing important data to help monitor 
progress towards the achievement of UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 9, which 
specifies the need for resilient infrastructure to be developed in order to promote inclusive and 
sustainable industrialization and foster innovation. 
    “The development of infrastructure that supports sustainable economic development and 
human well-being is essential to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and a critical 
one for global aviation,” Dr. Liu explained. “This is especially the case given the direct links 
between projected growth for our sector, the need for airport and air navigation system 
modernization to accommodate increased traffic safely and efficiently, and the ultimate 
capability of our network to support global connectivity and greater sustainable prosperity for 
cities and regions worldwide.” … 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://public.wmo.int/en 
21 March 2016  
State of the Climate: Record Heat and Weather Extremes 
Press Release  
World Meteorological Day: Hotter, Drier, Wetter. Face the Future 
   Geneva 21 March 2016 (WMO) - The year 2015 made history, with shattered temperature 
records, intense heatwaves, exceptional rainfall, devastating drought and unusual tropical 
cyclone activity, according to the World Meteorological Organization. That record-breaking trend 
has continued in 2016. 
   The WMO Statement on the Status of the Climate in 2015 gave details of the record land and 
sea surface temperatures, unabated ocean warming and sea level rise, shrinking sea ice extent, 
and extreme weather events around the world. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
Wednesday, 23 March 2016 
Egypt meeting charts path forward for enhanced coordination of food safety in the 
region 
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   CAIRO, 23 March 2016 – Enhancing the coordination and integration of food safety measures 
and harmonizing food safety standards in countries of the League of Arab States (LAS) was the 
focus of a meeting that ended today in Cairo.  
   It was part of a capacity building initiative supported by the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) and funded by the Swedish International Development 
Agency (Sida), which aims to strengthen the regional capacity of integrating and coordinating 
food safety measures, thereby ensuring the compliance with international trade rules and 
regulations.  
   The Arab Industrial Development and Mining Organization (AIDMO) and the Arab 
Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD) will lead the implementation of the initiative 
along with national ministries and organizations responsible for food safety in the region… 
 
Monday, 21 March 2016 
UNIDO and University of International Business and Economics of China launch joint 
study on global value chains with funding from China 
   BEIJING, 21 March 2016 – Because conventional national statistics and methodologies are not 
enough to study global value chains and their implications on economic development, a new 
joint research will be carried out by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) and University of International Business and Economics (UIBE) of China.  
This innovative approach in research, to be funded by the People’s Republic of China, was 
announced in Beijing today.  
   “Global value chains are increasingly playing a leading role in production and trade for 
international markets. Today, more than half of manufactured products in trade are 
intermediate goods that require further processing in other countries. As a window of 
opportunity to access international markets, to absorb new technologies and to follow 
international standards of production, global value chains have tremendous implications for 
inclusive and sustainable industrial development – a key component of Sustainable 
Development Goal 9,” said Nobuya Haraguchi, of UNIDO’s Policy, Research and Statistics 
Department.  
   The joint research will examine global value chains at the macro, meso and micro level 
combining quantitative, qualitative and case study analyses… 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.iso.org/iso/home/news_index.htm 
21 March 2016  
New standards set to improve safety of medical device connections in clinical 
settings  
   Feeding tubes, catheters and IV drips are just some of the essential delivery devices used in 
medical settings that save lives every day. But even minor errors in their connectors can have 
devastating consequences. A new range of ISO Standards aims to mitigate the risk.  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
22 March 2016 
UNWTO strongly condemns the attacks in Brussels 
    UNWTO is deeply shocked by the tragic attacks perpetrated in Brussels. On behalf of the 
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international tourism community, UNWTO expresses its heartfelt condolences to the families 
and friends of the victims and to the Belgian people in this difficult moment. 
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
2016-03-21 
Message of the CBD Executive Secretary, Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, on the 
occasion of the World Water Day, 22 March 2016 
 
2016-03-20 
Message of the CBD Executive Secretary, Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, on the 
occasion of the International Day Of Forests, 21 March 2016 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
March 21, 2016 
Saving Lives at Birth: A Grand Challenge for Development Announces Three New 
Award Nominees  
Approximately $4.2M in Awards will Accelerate Innovative Solutions to Prevent Maternal, Infant 
Deaths in the Hardest to Reach Regions of the World 
   Saving Lives at Birth: A Grand Challenge for Development announced three new award 
nominees in its fifth global call for groundbreaking solutions to protect mothers and newborns 
during their most vulnerable hours. These awards include two transition-to-scale awards 
(approximately $2 million each), which will support innovators with demonstrated proof-of-
concept in transitioning their solutions towards scale, and one validation grant (approximately 
$250,000) to support the introduction and validate the effectiveness of the innovation to reach 
proof-of-concept. 
 
 
DFID  [to 26 March 2016] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
22 March 2016 
UK works with Gurkhas to increase support to recovering Nepal on World Water Day 
DFID  Press release 
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ECHO  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN Inter Pillar Policy Dialogue on the Impact of ASEAN Economic Integration in 
Labour Sector 
   KUALA LUMPUR, 21 March 2016 – Malaysia organised the ASEAN inter pillar policy dialogue 
on the impact of ASEAN economic integration in labour sector with the support of the ASEAN 
Secretariat (ASEC), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the United Nations Entity for 
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women), and the Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung (FES). The inter pillar policy dialogue was held in Hotel Royale Chulan Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia on 21 March 2016. The inter pillar policy dialogue was officiated by the Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Human Resources of Malaysia, Dato’ Sri Adenan Ab Rahman… 
 
 
European Union  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Message from the President of the European Commission following the attacks in 
Brussels Date: 22/03/2016  
European Commission - Statement Brussels, 22 March 2016 I would like to express my deepest 
sympathy to the people of Brussels, to the many wounded, to the families and loved ones of 
those cruelly hit by the explosions this morning at Zaventem airport and Maelbeek Metro 
Station.  
 
Commission makes immediate proposal to implement EU-Turkey agreement: 54,000 
places allocated for resettlement of Syrians from Turkey  
   Brussels, 21 March 2016 Following Friday's agreement between the European Council and 
Turkey, the Commission is adopting a proposal to amend a Council Decision to relocate people 
in need for international protection from Italy and Greece. With this amendment, 54,000 places 
which were foreseen for relocations will now be available for the purpose of resettling Syrians 
from Turkey to the EU. 
   The proposal responds to the need to commit further places for resettlement from Turkey, 
following Friday's agreement to resettle one Syrian from Turkey for every Syrian readmitted by 
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Turkey after arriving irregularly in the Greek islands. This 1:1 scheme aims to quickly replace 
irregular flows of migrants travelling in dangerous conditions across the Aegean by an orderly 
and legal resettlement process. 
   Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship, Dimitris Avramopoulos said: "With 
the agreement reached with Turkey on Friday, we are offering asylum seekers a credible 
alternative to putting their lives at risk on dangerous sea routes. Member States now need to 
honour their commitments and ensure an orderly, well managed and safe arrival and admission 
to Europe for persons in need of international protection in Turkey." 
   In order for the scheme to function, Member States must make a sufficient number of 
resettlement places available, within the framework of their existing commitments. Today's 
proposal would amend the relocation decision to make it possible for Member States to meet 
their humanitarian commitments by admitting Syrians to their territories directly from Turkey. 
The number of resettled Syrians would be deducted from Member States' relocation quotas… 
 
 
OECD  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
March 23 2016 
OAS-CONACYT Scholarships: More Opportunities for More People 
:: Through its scholarships programs and in partnership with its member and observer states, 
the OAS promotes educational opportunities for the youth of the region. 
:: In 2015, 537 students from 20 countries of the Hemisphere received scholarships from the 
OAS-CONACYT-AMEXCID program to pursue Doctorates and Masters’ degrees in science and 
technology in Mexico. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/news/ 
[Selected Press Releases, Announcements] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
(New York, 21 March 2016)  
DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC 
OF VENEZUELA  
   The Group of 77 and China reiterates its rejection to the latest decision of the Government of 
the United States of America to renew its unilateral sanctions against the Government of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, on March 4th 2016, under the Executive Order signed by 
President Barack Obama, which declares "a national emergency with respects to the unusual 
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and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of the United States posed 
by the situation in Venezuela". 
   We reaffirm, at the same time, the Declaration adopted at the Summit of Heads of State and 
Government of the Group of 77 held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra that firmly rejects the imposition 
of laws and regulations with extraterritorial impact and all other forms of coercive economic 
measures, including unilateral sanctions, against developing countries… 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Trade Organisation [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
134th IPU ASSEMBLY AND RELATED MEETINGS  
Lusaka (Zambia), 19 - 23 March 2016 
Texts of resolutions and declarations of the 134th Assembly 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/Pages/default.aspx 
24/03/2016 
Statement of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Fatou Bensouda, 
following admission of guilt by the accused in Mali war crime case: “An important 
step for the victims, and another first for the ICC” 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
24/03/2016 
ICC Pre-Trial Chamber I confirms the charge against Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi and 
commits him to trial 
Situation: Republic of Mali 
Case: The Prosecutor v. Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi 
   Today, 24 March 2016, Pre-Trial Chamber I of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or 
"Court") confirmed against Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi the war crime charge regarding the 
destruction of historical and religious monuments in Timbuktu (Mali), and committed Mr Al 
Mahdi to trial before a Trial Chamber.  
 
21/03/2016 
ICC Pre-Trial Chamber II confirms the charges against Dominic Ongwen and 
commits him to trial 
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Situation: Uganda 
Case: The Prosecutor v. Dominic Ongwen 
   Today, 23 March 2016, Pre-Trial Chamber II of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or 
"Court") issued a decision confirming 70 charges brought by the Prosecutor against Dominic 
Ongwen and committed him to trial before a Trial Chamber.  
 
21/03/2016 
ICC Trial Chamber III declares Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo guilty of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity 
Situation: The Central African Republic  
Case: The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo 
   Today, 21 March 2016, Trial Chamber III of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or 
"Court") declared, unanimously, Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo guilty beyond any reasonable doubt 
of two counts of crimes against humanity (murder and rape) and three counts of war crimes 
(murder, rape, and pillaging). The crimes were committed in Central African Republic ("CAR") 
from on or about 26 October 2002 to 15 March 2003 ("2002-2003 CAR Operation") by a 
contingent of Mouvement de Libération du Congo ("MLC") troops. Mr Bemba was a person 
effectively acting as a military commander with effective authority and control over the forces 
that committed the crimes.  
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
World Bank Group, United Nations, and Islamic Development Bank Pledge Support 
for Stability in Middle East and North Africa  
Date: March 24, 2016 Type: Press Release 
[See Week in Review above for more detail] 
 
 
IMF  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Speech 
Accelerating Reforms to Establish a Risk Prevention System - A View from the IMF 
Christine Lagarde, IMF Managing Director 
China Development Forum, Beijing, March 20, 2016 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
25/03/2016  
Lack of water is a stumbling block to gender equality in Zimbabwe 
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   - Zimbabwe’s Minister of Water, Environment and Climate, Oppah Muchinguri has decried lack 
of sufficient clean water as a stumbling block to achieving gender equality. She said girls were 
often forced to miss school because of searching for the precious liquid. 
 
AfDB supports Healthcare Sector in Africa with a USD25 Million Equity Investment in 
the Abraaj Growth Markets Health Fund 
   24/03/2016 - The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank (AfDB) has approved a 
USD 25 million equity investment in the Abraaj Growth Markets Health (Africa) Fund (the 
“Fund”), the Africa focused parallel partnership of the Abraaj Growth Markets Health Fund. This 
contribution will allow the Fund to provide access to finance and capacity building for scalable 
and sustainable healthcare models for lower-middle and low-income segments of the 
populations in Africa. The proposal is well aligned with the Bank’s High Five Item on Improving 
the Lives of Africans and with various Bank and target country strategies. 
 
Half of Africa’s nations advancing climate solutions to front burner in national 
development plans: report 
   22/03/2016 - The African Development Bank (AfDB) has released Financing Change: the AfDB 
and CIF for a Climate-Smart Africa, its 2015 Annual Report for its Climate Investment Funds 
(CIF) portfolio. The report demonstrates that by the end of 2015 through its AfDB-supported 
CIF portfolio, 27 African nations – half of Africa – had become engaged in various aspects of 
climate solutions, and through 39 pilot programs are embedding them in their national 
development economic and social goals. The work is also significant institutionally for AfDB 
because it serves as a critical support in shifting the Bank’s core work to fulfill its ambitious goal 
to triple climate financing for Africa by 2020. 
 
AfDB celebrates World Water Day - Water and Employment: What future? 
   21/03/2016 - The African Development (AfDB) attaches considerable importance to the water 
and employment sectors – which are also parts of its five operational priorities, the High Fives – 
and is supporting the Ivorian Government in celebrating the 2016 edition of the World Water 
Day, on March 22, 2016. The theme this year is “Water and Jobs”. Industry experts, scientists, 
development partners and representatives of the civil society will discuss how water can 
contribute to create jobs and wealth. 
 
Africa is open for business: The African Development Bank calls on African private 
sector 
   21/03/2016 - Africa’s private sector will continue to lead the continent towards economic 
transformation, African Development Bank President Akinwumi Adesina said Monday at the 
launch of the fourth Africa CEO Forum in Abidjan. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.adb.org/news 
21 Mar 2016 | News Release  
ADB Loan to Help Upgrade Manila’s Water Supply System  
MANILA, PHILIPPINES – The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $123.3 million 
loan for a new water tunnel to help modernize Manila’s water supply, reducing the risk of 
shortages as demand for water rises in tandem with the city’s booming population. 
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Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Published: 24 March 2016 Carolyne Khamala  
Amref Health Africa Makes Great Steps to end TB 
   Tuberculosis (TB) remains a public health challenge in developing countries. Worldwide in 
2014, World Health Organization (WHO) estimated that 9 million people developed TB with 
Kenya contributing about 89,000 TB cases. Kenya is ranked...  
 
Published: 22 March 2016 Carolyne Khamala  
Ground breaking ceremony for the Kerwa Water Project 
   Friday 18 March 2016 will be a day to remember for the people of Kerwa village. As we arrive 
at the village in Kiambu County, a huge gathering greets us with big smiles and...  
 
Published: 21 March 2016 Carolyne Khamala  
Amref Health Africa Calls for Increased Focus and Investment on Providing Safe 
Water  
   On Tuesday, March 22, Amref Health Africa will join the global community in celebrating the 
World Water Day, notably the first following adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) in November 2015. The launch...  
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/amref-health-africa-makes-great-steps-to-end-tb/
http://amref.org/news/news/ground-breaking-ceremony-for-the-kerwa-water-project/
http://amref.org/news/news/amref-health-africa-calls-for-increased-focus-and-investment-on-providing-safe-water-to-people-living-in-marginalised-rural-and-urban-informal-settlements/
http://amref.org/news/news/amref-health-africa-calls-for-increased-focus-and-investment-on-providing-safe-water-to-people-living-in-marginalised-rural-and-urban-informal-settlements/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
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CARE International  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
23rd Mar 2016      
Yemen: The world must no longer ignore the human suffering 
   More than 80 percent of the population of Yemen has been severely affected by one year of 
armed conflict. 
 
 
Casa Alianza  [to 26 March 2016] 
Covenant House [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news 
https://www.covenanthouse.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 26 March 2016] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 26 March 2016]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 26 March 2016]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
Tuesday, Mar 22, 2016  
Heifer International Weekly 
 
 

http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/yemen-the-world-must-no-longer-ignore-the-human-suffering
http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news
https://www.covenanthouse.org/
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://paper.li/HeiferCEO/1434986877
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HelpAge International  [to 26 March 2016]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 26 March 2016] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases and Articles 
Iraq: Aid reaches thousands of displaced people in war-ravaged west Ramadi 
   Baghdad/Geneva (ICRC) - International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) staff distributed 
aid today to more than 12,000 displaced people surviving in desperate conditions in west 
Ramadi, central Iraq, having fled fighting in the nearby city of Hit.  
24-03-2016 | News release  
   
ICRC evidence to UK parliament: Respecting law of war reduces suffering 
   The ICRC has emphasised the need for compliance with international humanitarian law in 
evidence before the UK parliament's International Development Committee. ICRC senior policy 
advisor Markus Geisser appeared before the committee to feed into an i 
24-03-2016 | Article  
   
Syria: First aid in months reaches over 70,000 people in the central Syrian region of 
Al Houleh 
   A joint convoy of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the Syrian Arab Red 
Crescent (SARC) and the United Nations yesterday reached several villages in the region of Al 
Houleh, north of Homs, to deliver food, medicine and water supply 
23-03-2016 | News release  
   
The ICRC in Jordan 
   The International ICRC has been present in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan since 1967, as 
part of its international humanitarian mandate. 
22-03-2016 | Article  
 
ICRC launches new guidance bolstering relevance of Geneva Conventions 
   The ICRC has unveiled major new guidance on the implementation of the Geneva 
Conventions, bolstering arguments that despite violations, the laws governing armed conflict 
remain relevant, crucial to saving lives and must not be abandoned. 
21-03-2016 | News release  
 
 
IFRC   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/ 
26 March 2016 
Syria: How much longer? 
 
21 March 2016 
DIHAD: innovation at the heart of humanitarian action  
   Dubai / Geneva, 21 March 2016 – For the fourth consecutive year, the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is among the exhibitors at the Dubai 

http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/iraq-aid-reaches-thousands-displaced-people-war-ravaged-west-ramadi
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-evidence-uk-parliament-respecting-law-war-reduces-suffering
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-first-aid-months-reaches-over-70000-people-central-syrian-region-al-houleh
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-first-aid-months-reaches-over-70000-people-central-syrian-region-al-houleh
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-jordan
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/ihl-icrc-launches-new-guidance-bolstering-relevance-geneva-conventions
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/middle-east-and-north-africa/syria/syria-how-much-longer/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/general/dihad-innovation-at-the-heart-of-humanitarian-action/
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International Humanitarian Aid & Development Conference and Exhibition (DIHAD) opening 
today in Dubai. 
   Recognized as the largest humanitarian event in the Middle East, DIHAD brings together 
international agencies, governmental and non-governmental organizations, donors, the 
corporate sector and academia, to exchange knowledge and best practices in the field of 
humanitarian assistance. This year DIHAD unfolds the theme: the importance of innovation in 
humanitarian aid and development… 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
23 Mar 2016 
The International Rescue Committee Will Not Transport Refugees to Closed Facility 
at Moria, Lesvos  
Lesbos, Greece 23 Mar 2016 -  
   On Monday evening the IRC informed the Greek coastguard that we would not transport 
refugees to the closed facility at Moria. We cannot knowingly participate in the transportation of 
some of the world’s most vulnerable to a place where their freedom of movement is in 
question. 
   We will continue to provide for refugees’ basic and protection needs at Kara Tepe camp and, 
should refugees land on Lesvos’ north shore we are ready to assist them with the essential 
services they need. 
   The IRC has been working on the Greek island of Lesbos since July 2015 delivering clean 
water and sanitation in several refugee transit sites and providing newly arrived refugees with 
much needed information about the registration process and essential services. We continue to 
provide specialized services to the most vulnerable refugees, including people with limited 
mobility and children separated from their families. In early March the IRC’s emergency 
response team was deployed to Northern Greece to assist with the response there. In the short 
term the IRC’s protection and environmental health team are responding at Idomeni, the 
informal refugee site on Greece’s northern border. 
More information about the IRC’s response to the Europe Refugee Crisis at this link.  
 
23 Mar 2016 
Global Reports on Ebola’s Lessons Overlook Politics and Misplace Scrutiny  
 
19 Mar 2016 
International Rescue Committee: "Illogical and unethical" - the EU-Turkey deal will 
mean more indignity, more disorder, more illegal journeys and more lives lost  
 
 
IRCT  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News  
IRCT membership elects new Council 
22 March 2016 
   The IRCT is pleased to announce that its members have elected a new IRCT Council for the 
period 2016-2019. The Council’s mandate became effective as of 16 March 2016.  

http://dihad.org/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/international-rescue-committee-will-not-transport-refugees-closed-facility-moria-lesv
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/international-rescue-committee-will-not-transport-refugees-closed-facility-moria-lesv
http://www.rescue.org/blog/refugee-crisis-latest-updates-storify
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/global-reports-ebola%E2%80%99s-lessons-overlook-politics-and-misplace-scrutiny-30386
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/international-rescue-committee-illogical-and-unethical-eu-turkey-deal-will-mean-more-
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/international-rescue-committee-illogical-and-unethical-eu-turkey-deal-will-mean-more-
http://www.irct.org/
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news/show-news.aspx?PID=13767&Action=1&NewsId=4029
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    The Council consists of 29 members elected based on regions and the respective quotas, as 
well as three independent experts. All seven regions are represented with seven members from 
Europe and four each from Asia, Latin America and Sub-Saharan Africa. Centres in MENA 
elected three members while North America and the Pacific elected two members each. The 
three independent experts are from Germany, Nigeria and Sri Lanka. 
    This is the fifth time that the General Assembly of the IRCT, in which each member has one 
vote, carries out elections to designate the representatives before the Council.   
    “This is an exercise of extraordinary importance, which is testament to the maturity of the 
organisation, and it underscores the IRCT’s commitment to its core values of democracy, 
cultural diversity and mutual respect, and rule of law,” says IRCT Secretary General, Victor 
Madrigal-Borloz… 
 
News  
Inge Genefke receives acknowledgement from Chilean Government for her work 
with torture victims 
22 March 2016 
  
 
Islamic Relief   [to 26 March 2016]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 26 March 2016]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press Releases 
MSF Pilots 3-D Printing and Virtual Reality Technology to Design its Hospitals and 
Improve Patient Care 
March 23, 2016 
   NEW YORK/BRUSSELS, MARCH 23, 2016 — Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) has successfully tested 3-D printing and virtual reality technology to design 
hospitals that better meet the needs of patients. 
 
Press release 
Greece: MSF Ends Activities at Primary Lesvos Transit Camp 
March 22, 2016 
   New York/Athens, March 22, 2016 — The international medical humanitarian organization 
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has decided to suspend its activities 
linked to the Moria “hotspot” until further notice. Moria is the main camp on the island of Lesvos 
where all arrivals are identified, registered, and fingerprinted before being relocated or returned 
to their home countries. The decision follows the EU-Turkey deal announced Friday, which will 
lead to the forced return of migrants and asylum-seekers from the Greek Island. 
 
Press release 
Just Two Percent of People with DR-TB have Access to New, more Effective 
Treatments 
March 21, 2016 

http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news/show-news.aspx?PID=13767&Action=1&NewsId=4028
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news/show-news.aspx?PID=13767&Action=1&NewsId=4028
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/msf-pilots-3-d-printing-and-virtual-reality-technology-design-its-hospitals-and-improve
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/msf-pilots-3-d-printing-and-virtual-reality-technology-design-its-hospitals-and-improve
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/greece-msf-ends-activities-primary-lesvos-transit-camp
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/just-two-percent-people-dr-tb-have-access-new-more-effective-treatments
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/just-two-percent-people-dr-tb-have-access-new-more-effective-treatments


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

   New York/Geneva, March 21, 2016—Two years after two new drugs to treat tuberculosis 
(TB)—the first in over 50 years—were conditionally approved for use, only two percent of the 
150,000 people who need them most have been able to access them, according to Doctors 
Without Borders’ new edition of DR-TB Drugs Under the Microscope. 
 
Field news 
Tuberculosis: The Extremely Rare Case of Narendra 
March 23, 2016 
   Since 2006, Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has been providing 
ambulatory medical and psychosocial care for people in Mumbai living with drug-resistant 
tuberculosis (DRTB), HIV, hepatitis C, or a combination of these diseases. The majority of the 
patients are HIV positive who require second or third line treatment. Narendra* is one of only 
two percent of drug-resistant TB patients in need that have access to these new drugs. 
 
Field news 
Bangladesh: Treating Survivors of Sexual and Gender-Based Violence in Dhaka 
March 22, 2016 
   Hundreds more women and girls accessed medical treatment in 2015 after experiencing 
sexual and gender-based violence in Kamrangirchar, in the Dhaka district, Bangladesh. New 
patient data collected by Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) shows clinics 
run by MSF in the areas of Alinogor, Thoda and Jawlahati treated almost double the amount of 
victims of sexual and gender-based violence in 2015 compared to the previous year – 1,154 
patients compared to 684 in 2014. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Yemen, March 21, 2016 
Mercy Corps: Yemen's Children Starved by War 
Malnutrition worsens as conflict hits one-year mark  
   Sana’a, Yemen – Almost a year into the country’s civil war, one in four Yemeni children is 
malnourished and food insecurity is on the rise, according to information gathered by the global 
organization Mercy Corps. As the conflict drives price increases for essential food items, even 
more children are likely to become hungry in the months ahead. 
   “Families were struggling to put food on the table before the crisis began. Now the war in 
Yemen has forced people throughout the country to flee their homes, close their businesses and 
deplete their savings,” says Jonathan Bartolozzi, Director of Programs for Mercy Corps. “In 
particular, we are concerned for the children of the country, who in many cases face life-
threatening illnesses due to malnutrition.” 
   Recent Mercy Corps surveys of children under the age of five have shown Global Acute 
Malnutrition rates of about 28 percent, compared to pre-war levels in the same age group of 13 
to 17 percent. In Taiz governorate, Mercy Corps recorded overall child malnutrition rates higher 
than 30 percent. A malnutrition rate above 15 percent constitutes an emergency condition, 
according to the World Health Organization… 
 
  
Operation Smile  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room 

http://www.msfaccess.org/content/dr-tb-drugs-under-microscope-4th-edition
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/tuberculosis-extremely-rare-case-narendra
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/bangladesh-treating-survivors-sexual-and-gender-based-violence-dhaka
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/bangladesh
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases/mercy-corps-yemens-children-starved-war
http://www.mercycorps.org/
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room
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Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
24 March 2016 
Oxfam suspends aid operations in Moria camp in protest to the suspension of 
migrants’ rights by the EU and Turkey 
   Oxfam has today suspended all of its operations in the Moria camp, on the Greek island of 
Lesvos, in response to the deteriorating treatment of migrants due to the recent deal struck 
between the EU and Turkey. The Greek authorities are transforming reception facilities into 
detention centers, where people will be held pending their mass return to Turkey. 
 
22 March 2016 
One year on: looming banking crisis in Yemen risks pushing millions into famine 
   A year of devastating conflict in Yemen which has seen more than 6,100 people killed, 2.4 
million people forced from their homes, and left 21.2 million in dire need of humanitarian aid 
and is being compounded by a looming banking crisis risks pushing millions into famine 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Somalia  
New trend for Somali youth  
By: Oda Lykke Mortensen (24.03.2016)  
   Children out of school in Somalia face challenges and risks that may threat their future. With 
the Go to School project, funded by UNICEF, 450,000 children have been given education.  
 
Refugee Crisis  
Says no to police-run detention facilities 
 (23.03.2016)  
    The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) has decided to suspend a number of activities at the 
refugee and asylum seeker so-called 'Hotspot' facillity, Vial, on the island of Chios. "We cannot 
work independently and safely in a police-run detention facility. Now that it is a detention 
centre we no longer have adequate access to provide assistance to vulnerable refugees," said 
Alain Homsy, Head of NRC operations in Greece.  
 
Yemen  
War in Yemen spikes displacement six-fold in one year 
(22.03.2016)  
   The escalation of war and de-facto blockade in Yemen have resulted in the country's largest 
ever displacement of civilians and unprecedented levels of poverty. Within one year alone, there 
has been a six-fold increase of people forced to flee their homes, raising the number to 2.4 
million.  
 
 

http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-03-24/oxfam-suspends-aid-operations-moria-camp-protest-suspension
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-03-24/oxfam-suspends-aid-operations-moria-camp-protest-suspension
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-03-22/one-year-looming-banking-crisis-yemen-risks-pushing-millions
http://www.nrc.no/
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9215947#.VvXFgXosR64
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9216083#.VvXFSXosR64
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9215974#.VvXFFXosR64
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Pact   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.pactworld.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Mar 22, 2016  
Dr. Paul Farmer Takes Questions on Reddit’s “Ask Me Anything” 
    from Dr. Paul Farmer's first Reddit "Ask Me Anything", held on March 16, 2016.  
 
 
PATH  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Announcement | March 24, 2016 
PATH names local organizers for regional caucuses at the Women Deliver 4th Global 
Conference 
   Regional advocacy caucuses will bring together diverse stakeholders to identify ways to 
advance global goals for girls and women. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
March 23, 2016  
Ending Yemen’s Conflict Now a Matter of Life and Death for Millions of Children  
   Fairfield, Conn. (March 23, 2016) — One year since the conflict in Yemen escalated, nearly 90 
percent of children now need emergency humanitarian aid, yet the desperate plight of 10 
million children is still being largely ignored, Save the Children said today. 
   The humanitarian agency warned that international governments are exacerbating the crisis 
and endangering children’s lives by choosing to support military action while ignoring the 
devastating consequences for civilians. 
   “An entire generation of children – the future of Yemen – is being abandoned to their fate,” 
says Edward Santiago, Save the Children’s Country Director in Yemen… 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 

http://www.pactworld.org/news
http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.pih.org/blog/dr.-paul-farmer-takes-questions-on-reddits-ask-me-anything
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/755/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/755/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14838363
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
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Tostan Training Center: Announcing a new training date for July 2016! 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 26 March 2016]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
Monthly Newsletter - March 2016 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
Analysis of six EU Country Roadmaps for Engagement with Civil Society and 
recommendations for the future 
Mar 24, 2016 |  
   In the framework of the EU Country Roadmaps for Engagement with Civil Society, CONCORD 
analysed six countries’ roadmaps in order to enhance strategic cooperation and structured 
dialogue of the EU and its Member States with CSO’s in partner countries. Discover these 
roadmaps’ analysis as well as background information and recommendations for the future. 
 
Beyond 2015 legacy: Converging views from Seamus Jeffreson and Leo Williams 
Mar 23, 2016 |  
   After five years of activity, the Beyond 2015 project closes doors on 31 March 2015. What can 
we learn from this global campaign? What is the legacy that Beyond2015 will leave behind? 
Discover the intersecting perspectives from Seamus Jeffreson, CONCORD director and Leo 
Williams, Beyond2015 project Coordinator. Both will agree: we have a lot to take from this 
experience! 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Opinion Hina Jilani 20 March 2016  
Remembering the people who make human rights meaningful 
   Hina Jilani celebrates Nelson Mandela and the individuals like him who challenge injustice and 
safeguard the fundamental rights we all share. 
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http://childfundalliance.org/news/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
http://concordeurope.org/2016/03/24/recommendations-roadmaps-engagement-cso/
http://concordeurope.org/2016/03/24/recommendations-roadmaps-engagement-cso/
http://concordeurope.org/2016/03/23/beyond2015-legacy/
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/remembering-people-who-make-human-rights-meaningful
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END Fund  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.end.org/news 
Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/ 
in Voices on 23 March 2016  
“To Succeed, We Need to Change the Way We Fight TB” 
By Lucica Ditiu, Executive Director for the Stop TB Partnership, spoke to News Flash on the 
occasion of World TB Day. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 26 March 2016] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Locus 
http://locusworld.org/ 
“Locus is a movement focused on engaging those we serve, practitioners, the private sector, 
donors and to drive adoption of locally owned, integrated solutions.” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 26 March 2016] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 

http://www.end.org/news
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/blog/2016-03-23_To_Succeed_We_Need_to_Change_the_Way_We_Fight_TB/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases
http://locusworld.org/
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news
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An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
23/03/2016 
Join our call for humanitarian stakeholders at the World Humanitarian Summit 
(WHS) to adopt, use and monitor the Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS) 
   The CHS Alliance is calling on on stakeholders attending the World Humanitarian Summit 
(WHS) in Istanbul, 23-24 May 2016 to adopt, use and monitor the Core Humanitarian Standard 
(CHS) as proposed in the official invitation to the "People at the Centre" Special Session of the 
summit… 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
2016/03/23  
Somalia (including Somaliland) drought  
Report Synopsis 
   On 22 March 2016 we responded to a funding alert in response to drought in Somalia 
(including Somaliland). 
   About 731,000 Somalis face acute food insecurity while an additional 2.3 million people are at 
risk of sliding into the same situation, bringing the number of Somalis in need to about 3 million 
(WHO, 2015 Humanitarian Needs Overview), specifically agro-pastoralist and pastoralist 
communities. 
   According to the United Nation’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN 
OCHA)’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS), donors have committed/contributed US$156.4 million 
of humanitarian assistance to Somalia since the start of 2016. The three largest donors in 2016 
so far are the United Kingdom (US$39.0 million), the EU Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 
department (ECHO; US$32.4 million) and Germany (US$16.4 million). In 2015, a total of 
US$608.6 million was committed/contributed to Somalia. 

http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/join-our-call-for-humanitarian-stakeholders-at-the-whs-to-adopt-use-and-monitor-the-chs
http://www.chsalliance.org/news/latest-news/join-our-call-for-humanitarian-stakeholders-at-the-whs-to-adopt-use-and-monitor-the-chs
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/crisisbriefing/somalia-including-somaliland-drought
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/Somalia%20Humanitarian%20Response%20Plan%20Summary_March%202015%20update.pdf
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   The UN-coordinated Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan for 2016 has requested US$885 
million from donors. The appeal is currently 11% covered at US$97 million. A further 
US$59.3 million was committed or contributed outside of the appeal. 
  :: Read our full analysis of the current funding situation. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 26 March 2016] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Press Releases, Blog Posts, Publications 
Population Policy: Abortion and Modern Contraception Are Substitutes - Working 
Paper 426 
3/24/16 
Grant Miller and Christine Valente  
   There is longstanding debate in population policy about the relationship between modern 
contraception and abortion.  Although theory predicts that they should be substitutes, the 
existing body of empirical evidence is difficult to interpret.  In this paper, we study Nepal’s 2004 
legalization of abortion provision and subsequent expansion of abortion services. 
 
Financial Regulations for Improving Financial Inclusion 
3/22/16 
Task Force on Regulatory Standards for Financial Inclusion  
   As recently as 2011, only 42 percent of adult Kenyans had a financial account of any kind; by 
2014, according to the Global Findex database, that number had risen to 75 percent, including 
63 percent of the poorest two-fifths. In Sub-Saharan Africa as a whole, the share of adults with 
financial accounts, either a traditional bank account or a mobile account, rose by nearly half 
over the same period. Many countries in other developing regions have also recorded, if less 
dramatic, gains in access to the basic financial services that most people in richer countries take 
for granted. Much of this progress is being facilitated by the digital revolution of recent 
decades, which has led to the emergence of new financial services and new delivery channels. 
 
 
ODI   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
Publications 
Are we underestimating urban poverty?  
Research reports and studies | March 2016 | Paula Lucci, Tanvi Bhatkal, Amina Khan 

http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Somalia-including-Somaliland-drought.pdf
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://phap.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/population-policy-abortion-and-modern-contraception-are-substitutes
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/population-policy-abortion-and-modern-contraception-are-substitutes
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/grant-miller
http://www.efm.bris.ac.uk/eccmv/
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/financial-regulations-improving-financial-inclusion
http://www.cgdev.org/working-group/task-force-regulatory-standards-financial-inclusion
http://www.odi.org/media
http://www.odi.org/publications/10358-are-we-underestimating-urban-poverty
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   This report demonstrates that the urban poor are often undercounted, and provides a 
package of suggestions for improved data collection and use. 
 
Politically smart support to economic development  
Research reports and studies | March 2016 
   New research on the potential of politically smart approaches to aid in achieving more 
inclusive and transformative economic growth. 
 
Projecting national poverty to 2030  
Research reports and studies | March 2016 | Chris Hoy 
   This report explores the feasibility of reaching the Sustainable Development Goal target to 
halve poverty according to national definitions by 2030. 
 
Gender, agriculture and water insecurity  
Research reports and studies | March 2016 | Helen Parker; Nathaniel Mason; Naomi Oates; 
Roger Calow; William Chadza and Eva Ludi 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 26 March 2016] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
News 22 Mar 2016  
Building Foundations for Transparency – Designing Tools for Transformation at the 
State Level  
   :: A new report from the World Economic Forum, Building Foundations for Transparency, 
focuses on the second phase of the Partnering Against Corruption Initiative (PACI) project to 
address the needs of the infrastructure and urban development industries 
   ::The report provides a solutions-based framework, a deep-dive at the state level in India and 
a diagnostic tool that can be replicated and enhanced 
   ::The report includes proposals and policy recommendations on processes and strategies to 
enhance transparency in the project pilot state of Maharashtra, India 
   Download the full report here 

 
 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  

 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 26 March 2016] 

http://www.odi.org/publications/10357-politically-smart-economic-development-nigeria-nepal
http://www.odi.org/publications/10356-projecting-national-poverty-2030
http://www.odi.org/publications/10355-gender-agriculture-and-water-insecurity
http://www.urban.org/about/media
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2016/03/building-foundations-for-transparency-designing-tools-for-transformation-at-the-state-level
https://www.weforum.org/press/2016/03/building-foundations-for-transparency-designing-tools-for-transformation-at-the-state-level
http://wef.ch/paci16
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_PACI_IU_Report_2016.pdf
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http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
More than 1,200 College and University Student Leaders Convene to Tackle Global 
Challenges at Ninth Annual CGI University Meeting 
March 25, 2016  
   President Bill Clinton and Chelsea Clinton to Host Students and Thought Leaders to Discuss 
and Develop Commitments to Action that Address Some of This Generation’s Most Pressing 
Concerns April 1-3 at the University of California, Berkeley. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 26 March 2016] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies, the Japanese Government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Our News 
Rising Up to the Global Challenge: SDG 6 
March 22, 2016 By Andrea Jones  

http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/more-1200-college-and-university-student-leaders-convene-tackle-global-challenges
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/more-1200-college-and-university-student-leaders-convene-tackle-global-challenges
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/137-rising-up-to-the-global-challenge-sdg-6
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   On March 22, we celebrate World Water Day, an international observance and an opportunity 
to learn more about water related issues, be inspired to tell others and take action to make a 
difference. 
 
Press Release 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Awards $5.44 Million To UCLA To Create Program To 
Train Future  
March 21, 2016  
   Grant Invests in the Next Generation of Leaders to Advance the Achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
 
 
Grameen Foundation    [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 26 March 2016] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
March 22, 2016 
IKEA Foundation announces new grant to Water.org on World Water Day 
   IKEA Foundation today, World Water Day, announced a new grant to Water.org to expand 
efforts to provide safe water and sanitation to one million people in India and Indonesia. IKEA 
Foundation is committing €12.4 million to Water.org to expand its WaterCredit model, helping 
families have access to small, affordable loans so they can get safe water and sanitation… 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 26 March 2016] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research [ March 23, 2016 ]  
Doudna Receives Canada’s Gairdner Award for Research on CRISPR 
   In only the second time in history, all five Canada Gairdner International Awards are being 
given to one topic -- CRISPR-Cas technology. 
 
Research [ March 21, 2016 ]  
New Studies Examine How Mice Respond to a Predator’s Scent 
   HHMI scientists identify a region of the brain that is critical in translating danger signals 
detected by the nose into physiological responses. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
March 25, 2016 

https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/138-conrad-n-hilton-foundation-awards-5-44-million-to-ucla-to-create-program-to-train-future-world-leaders
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/138-conrad-n-hilton-foundation-awards-5-44-million-to-ucla-to-create-program-to-train-future-world-leaders
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/press/water-org/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/doudna-receives-canada-s-gairdner-award-research-crispr
https://www.hhmi.org/news/new-studies-examine-how-mice-respond-predator-s-scent
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.macfound.org/
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Report Says Dirty Bomb Threat Must Be Addressed 
   Most of the 23 countries that pledged at the 2014 Nuclear Security Summit to secure 
radiological materials have fulfilled that commitment or are on track to do so by the end of 
2016, according to report by the MacArthur-supported Nuclear Threat Initiative. However, the 
report finds significant gaps in the system for securing dangerous radiological materials from 
theft. It recommends that governments and the private sector work together to develop a more 
effective system for securing radiological sources, and replace the use of dangerous isotopes 
with alternate technologies, where feasible.  
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation   [to 26 March 2016] 
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases 
March 24, 2016  
More than $90 Million Awarded to Promote Sustainable Supply Chains 
   PALO ALTO, – The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, one of the world’s largest 
conservation funders, announced more than $90 million in grants designed to advance 
conservation by decoupling food production from negative environmental impacts. 
   The grant funds will support the formation of a series of collaborations supporting the Moore 
Foundation’s Forests and Agriculture Markets Initiative, Conservation and Financial Markets 
Initiative, and Oceans and Seafood Markets Initiative. Collaborators will include Ceres, FishWise, 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch, National Wildlife Federation, New Venture Fund, 
Sustainable Fisheries Partnership, The Nature Conservancy, World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development and World Wildlife Fund. Their involvement illustrates the growing 
importance of partnerships between the non-profit and private sectors to address the market 
pressures placed on the world’s forests and oceans. 
   “The anticipated global population growth and related demand for richer diets, including more 
protein, sugars and oils, will place unprecedented pressures on our natural resources,” said 
Aileen Lee, program director for the conservation and markets strategies and incoming chief 
program officer for environmental conservation at the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation. 
“Now more than ever, the need to produce food without causing severe environmental 
degradation is essential to maintaining the productive capacity and integrity of the Earth’s 
ecosystems.”… 
 
Moore Foundation commits $100 million to consolidate Andes Amazon Initiative 
conservation gains 
   PALO ALTO, March 21, 2016 – The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, one of the world’s 
largest private conservation funders, announced a renewed commitment to its Andes Amazon 
Initiative with a new pledge of $100 million through 2020. 
   Today, the protected areas and indigenous lands in the Amazon basin cover nearly 400 
million hectares – almost two thirds of the remaining forest. Since the Moore Foundation first 

https://www.macfound.org/press/publications/report-says-dirty-bomb-threat-must-be-addressed/
http://www.nti.org/media/pdfs/NTI_Rad_Security_Report_final.pdf?_=1458750009
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=more-than-$90-million-awarded-to-promote-sustainable-supply-chains
https://www.moore.org/programs/environmental-conservation/forests-and-agricultural-markets-initiative
https://www.moore.org/programs/environmental-conservation/conservation-and-financial-markets-initiative
https://www.moore.org/programs/environmental-conservation/conservation-and-financial-markets-initiative
https://www.moore.org/programs/environmental-conservation/oceans-and-seafood-markets-initiative
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=moore-foundation-commits-$100-million-to-consolidate-andes-amazon-initiative-conservation-gains
https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrlName=moore-foundation-commits-$100-million-to-consolidate-andes-amazon-initiative-conservation-gains
https://www.moore.org/programs/environmental-conservation/andes-amazon-initiative
https://www.moore.org/programs/environmental-conservation/andes-amazon-initiative
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began supporting conservation efforts in the region in 2001—with an aim to help secure the 
biodiversity and climate function of the Amazon basin—the area legally protected has nearly 
doubled. While this increase is significant, formal designation often does not ensure that 
effective conservation of those lands will be achieved in the long run. 
   “Over fifteen years, our grantees have helped conserve more than 140 million hectares in the 
Amazon,” explained Avecita Chicchón, Ph.D., Andes Amazon Initiative director at the 
foundation. “We are proud of their significant impacts in protecting forest cover and 
biodiversity. Threats to those lands have intensified, however, with increased and unsustainable 
logging, cattle ranching and soy farming, and poorly planned mining, hydrocarbon and 
infrastructure development. We want to help make sure that local communities and the 
management and finance structures for conservation units have the resilience and long-term 
resources they need so conservation gains can withstand current and foreseeable pressures.” 
   For the next five years, the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation’s Andes Amazon Initiative 
will continue its focus on three priority strategies to help reinforce and advance effective 
management of protected areas and indigenous lands across Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador 
and Bolivia that grantees have helped conserve: 
:: Individual conservation units. Creating and consolidating already existing individual 
indigenous lands and protected areas. 
:: Land-use planning. Conserving forest cover by incorporating protected areas and indigenous 
lands into relevant state, municipal or district jurisdictional development and land-use plans. 
:: Protected area systems. Securing long-term, effective funding mechanisms for national park 
systems, as well as effective monitoring and management systems informed through 
participatory processes… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
March 24, 2016 
Journalists in Pakistan Unite to Fight Violence Against Media  
by Owais Aslam Ali  
   In a country where violence against media is common, an initiative is creating a united 
front—and a sense that an attack on one media outlet is an attack on them all…. 
   …Launched in December 2015, the Editors for Safety (EfS) initiative has improved news 
coverage of violence against Pakistani media professionals. Comprised of the country’s leading 
editors, publishers, and media owners, EfS’s philosophy is that an attack on one media 
professional or organization should be considered an attack on the entire Pakistani media…; 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
March 22, 2016  
Pew Announces Grants to Support Philadelphia’s Low-Income Children and Families 
Funding to assist more than 22,000 children annually through 45 local organizations  

https://www.moore.org/initiative-strategy-detail?initiativeId=forests-and-agricultural-markets-initiative
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/voices/journalists-pakistan-unite-fight-violence-against-media
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases/2016/03/22/pew-announces-grants-to-support-philadelphias-low-income-children-and-families
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Press Release 
The Pew Charitable Trusts announced today that it will provide $8,728,000 over the next three 
years to 46 Philadelphia-area organizations that work to improve the lives of the region’s low-
income children, youth, and their families. More than 22,000 local young people will be assisted 
through these grants on an annual basis 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 26 March 2016] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 26 March 2016]  
24 March 2016  
Immunotherapy for diabetes being trialled in London  
A new treatment for Type 1 diabetes is being evaluated in a phase I clinical trial at Guy’s 
Hospital in London. Developed with Wellcome Trust Innovations funding, the new therapy, 
called MultiPepT1De, targets the autoimmune attack that leads to the development of the 
condition.  
 
Exploration of dementia announced as second project of The Hub at Wellcome 
Collection  
A group exploring dementia and the arts have been invited to take up the 2016-2018 residency 
in The Hub at Wellcome Collection, a flagship space and resource for interdisciplinary projects 
exploring health and wellbeing. Bringing together a rich network including scientists, artists, 
clinicians, public health experts and broadcasters, the group will examine and challenge 
perceptions of dementia through scientific and creative experimentation. They have been 
awarded £1 million to develop the project over two years. 
24 March 2016 
 
26 Zika projects receive £3.2m funding boost  
Research into the link between Zika virus infection and neurological disease, an online data-
sharing platform for images of newborn heads and improved diagnostic tests are among 26 
new projects to receive funding through the Zika Rapid Response initiative.  
21 March 2016 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 

http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/WTP060265.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/WTP060262.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/WTP060262.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/WTP060259.htm
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but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Summer 2015, Volume 10, Number 3 
http://pnpcsw.pnpco.com/cadmus/testvol.asp?year=2015&journal=ajdm 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2016 Volume 50, Issue 3, p295-426, e65-e90  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 106, Issue 3 (March 2016)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
March 2016; 94 (3)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
15 March 2016, Vol. 164. No. 6 
http://annals.org/issue.aspx 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 26 March 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 26 March 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  

http://pnpcsw.pnpco.com/cadmus/testvol.asp?year=2015&journal=ajdm
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
http://annals.org/issue.aspx
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 26 March 2016) 
Research article 
Characterization of outbreak response strategies and potential vaccine stockpile 
needs for the polio endgame  
Radboud J. Duintjer Tebbens, Mark A. Pallansch, Steven G. F. Wassilak, Stephen L. Cochi and 
Kimberly M. Thompson 
BMC Infectious Diseases 2016 16:137  
Published on: 24 March 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Following successful eradication of wild polioviruses and planned globally-coordinated cessation 
of oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV), national and global health leaders may need to respond to 
outbreaks from reintroduced live polioviruses, particularly vaccine-derived polioviruses (VDPVs). 
Preparing outbreak response plans and assessing potential vaccine needs from an emergency 
stockpile require consideration of the different national risks and conditions as they change with 
time after OPV cessation. 
Methods 
We used an integrated global model to consider several key issues related to managing 
poliovirus risks and outbreak response, including the time interval during which monovalent 
OPV (mOPV) can be safely used following homotypic OPV cessation; the timing, quality, and 
quantity of rounds required to stop transmission; vaccine stockpile needs; and the impacts of 
vaccine choices and surveillance quality. We compare the base case scenario that assumes 
aggressive outbreak response and sufficient mOPV available from the stockpile for all outbreaks 
that occur in the model, with various scenarios that change the outbreak response strategies. 
Results 
Outbreak response after OPV cessation will require careful management, with some 
circumstances expected to require more and/or higher quality rounds to stop transmission than 
others. For outbreaks involving serotype 2, using trivalent OPV instead of mOPV2 following 
cessation of OPV serotype 2 but before cessation of OPV serotypes 1 and 3 would represent a 
good option if logistically feasible. Using mOPV for outbreak response can start new outbreaks if 
exported outside the outbreak population into populations with decreasing population immunity 
to transmission after OPV cessation, but failure to contain outbreaks resulting in exportation of 
the outbreak poliovirus may represent a greater risk. The possibility of mOPV use generating 
new long-term poliovirus excretors represents a real concern. Using the base case outbreak 
response assumptions, we expect over 25 % probability of a shortage of stockpiled filled mOPV 
vaccine, which could jeopardize the achievement of global polio eradication. For the long term, 
responding to any poliovirus reintroductions may require a global IPV stockpile. Despite the 
risks, our model suggests that good risk management and response strategies can successfully 
control most potential outbreaks after OPV cessation. 
Conclusions 
Health leaders should carefully consider the numerous outbreak response choices that affect 
the probability of successfully managing poliovirus risks after OPV cessation. 
 
Debate 
End TB strategy: the need to reduce risk inequalities  
M. Gabriela M. Gomes, Maurício L. Barreto, Philippe Glaziou, Graham F. Medley, Laura C. 
Rodrigues, Jacco Wallinga and S. Bertel Squire 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-016-1465-7
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-016-1465-7
http://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-016-1464-8
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BMC Infectious Diseases 2016 16:132  
Published on: 22 March 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Diseases occur in populations whose individuals differ in essential characteristics, such as 
exposure to the causative agent, susceptibility given exposure, and infectiousness upon 
infection in the case of infectious diseases. 
Discussion 
Concepts developed in demography more than 30 years ago assert that variability between 
individuals affects substantially the estimation of overall population risk from disease incidence 
data. Methods that ignore individual heterogeneity tend to underestimate overall risk and lead 
to overoptimistic expectations for control. Concerned that this phenomenon is frequently 
overlooked in epidemiology, here we feature its significance for interpreting global data on 
human tuberculosis and predicting the impact of control measures. 
Summary 
We show that population-wide interventions have the greatest impact in populations where all 
individuals face an equal risk. Lowering variability in risk has great potential to increase the 
impact of interventions. Reducing inequality, therefore, empowers health interventions, which in 
turn improves health, further reducing inequality, in a virtuous circle. 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 26 March 2016)  
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 26 March 2016)  
World TB Day 2016 – Article Collection 
   In recognition of World TB Day 2016, BMC Medicine and BMC Infectious Diseases have 
launched an article collection. In collaboration with the UCL-TB Centre and the LSHTM TB 
Centre, guest edited by Ibrahim Abubakar, Helen Fletcher, Marc Lipman and Tim McHugh. The 
collection includes articles addressing the most up-to-date evidence and innovation in the 
diagnosis, management and prevention of TB, as well as particular challenges affecting 
vulnerable populations. 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 26 March 2016) 
Call for papers: The Role of Structural and Interpersonal Violence in the Lives of 
Women 
   BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth is currently accepting submissions to a thematic series entitled 
'The Role of Structural and Interpersonal Violence in the Lives of Women'. 
 
Research article 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/collections/TB2016
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/collections/SVWomen
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Towards universal access to skilled birth attendance: the process of transforming 
the role of traditional birth attendants in Rural China  
Institution-based childbirth, with the ultimate goal of universal access to skilled birth attendance 
(SBA), has been selected as a key strategy to reduce the maternal mortality rate in many 
developing countries... 
Hong Jiang, Xu Qian, Lili Chen, Jian Li, Erin Escobar, Mary Story and Shenglan Tang 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2016 16:58  
Published on: 21 March 2016 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 26 March 2016) 
Research article 
Fish, food security and health in Pacific Island countries and territories: a 
systematic literature review  
Pacific Island countries and territories (PICTs) face a double burden of disease, with a high 
prevalence of household food insecurity and childhood micronutrient deficiencies, accompanied 
by a burgeoning incre... 
Karen E. Charlton, Joanna Russell, Emma Gorman, Quentin Hanich, Aurélie Delisle, Brooke 
Campbell and Johann Bell 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:285  
Published on: 24 March 2016 
 
Research article 
The role of micro health insurance in providing financial risk protection in 
developing countries- a systematic review  
   Out of pocket payments are the predominant method of financing healthcare in many 
developing countries, which can result in impoverishment and financial catastrophe for those 
affected.  
Shifa Salman Habib, Shagufta Perveen and Hussain Maqbool Ahmed Khuwaja 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:281  
Published on: 22 March 2016 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 26 March 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 3  
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
British Medical Journal 

http://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-016-0854-7
http://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-016-0854-7
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2953-9
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2953-9
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2937-9
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2937-9
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
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26 March 2016 (vol 352, issue 8050) 
http://www.bmj.com/content/352/8050 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 94, Number 3, March 2016, 157-232 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/3/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
March/April 2016  Volume 21, Issue 4  Pages 1–93 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.3/issuetoc 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 26 March 2016] 
Debate 
Why don’t humanitarian organizations provide safe abortion services?  
Therese McGinn and Sara E. Casey 
Published on: 24 March 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Although sexual and reproductive health services have become more available in humanitarian 
settings over the last decade, safe abortion services are still rarely provided. The authors’ 
observations suggest that four reasons are typically given for this gap: ‘There’s no need’; 
‘Abortion is too complicated to provide in crises’; ‘Donors don’t fund abortion services’; and 
‘Abortion is illegal’. 
Discussion 
However, each of these reasons is based on false premises. Unsafe abortion is a major cause of 
maternal mortality globally, and the collapse of health systems in crises suggests it likely 
increases in humanitarian settings. Abortion procedures can be safely performed in health 
centers by mid-level providers without sophisticated equipment or supplies. Although US 
government aid does not fund abortion-related activities, other donors, including many 
European governments, do fund abortion services. In most countries, covering 99 % of the 
world’s population, abortion is permitted under some circumstances; it is illegal without 
exception in only six countries. International law supports improved access to safe abortion. 
Summary 
As none of the reasons often cited for not providing these services is valid, it is the 
responsibility of humanitarian NGOs to decide where they stand regarding their commitment to 
humanitarian standards and women’s right to high quality and non-discriminatory health 
services. Providing safe abortion to women who become pregnant as a result of rape in war 
may be a more comfortable place for organizations to begin the discussion. Making safe 
abortion available will improve women’s health and human rights and save lives. 
 

http://www.bmj.com/content/352/8050
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/3/en/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.3/issuetoc
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
http://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-016-0075-8
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Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
April 2016 - Volume 29 - Issue 2  pp: v-v,99-228 
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
April 2016  Volume 16, Issue 1  Pages 1–60 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 26, Issue 2, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
March 2016  Volume 34, Issue 2  Pages 177–319 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2016.34.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 11, Issue 3, 2016  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume  10  - Issue 01 - February 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
April 2016  Volume 40, Issue 2  Pages 183–383 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2016.40.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
March 2016, Volume 33, Issue 3  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2016.16.issue-1/issuetoc
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2016.34.issue-2/issuetoc
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2016.40.issue-2/issuetoc
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
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Epidemics 
Volume 15,   In Progress   (June 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 1  
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume  144  - Issue 04 - March 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Spring 2016 (Issue 30.1) | March 10, 2016  
http://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/spring-2016-issue-30-1/ 
Essay 
Defining Down Sovereignty: The Rights and Responsibilities of Nations 
Amitai Etzioni | March 10, 2016  
[Initial text] 
“Defining down sovereignty” refers to the normative thesis that sovereignty should not grant a 
state absolute protection against armed intervention in its internal affairs by other states, 
and that instead the international community should condition such immunity on states living up 
to particular standards. This essay suggests two modifications to this thesis. First, the 
international community should spell out the kinds of failures to protect civilians that can justify 
armed interventions by other states, as well as which agency has the authority to determine 
when such failures have occurred. In other words, the international community should 
determine how low to set the bar for intervention, and who makes the rules. Second, the 
international community needs to establish an additional international responsibility, namely, a 
responsibility to prevent international terrorism. The essay treats both of these modifications as 
shared international normative understandings; it does not attempt to translate these changes 
into international law… 
 
FEATURES 
Democracies and the Power to Revoke Citizenship 
Patti Tamara Lenard 
[Initial text] 
Citizenship status is meant to be secure, that is, inviolable. Recently, however, several 
democratic states have adopted or are considering adopting laws that allow them the power to 
revoke citizenship. This claimed right forces us to consider whether citizenship can be treated 
as a “conditional” status, in particular whether it can be treated as conditional on the right sort 
of behavior. Those who defend such a view argue that citizenship is a privilege rather than 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue
http://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/spring-2016-issue-30-1/
http://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/defining-sovereignty-rights-responsibilities-nations/
http://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2016/democracies-and-the-power-to-revoke-citizenship
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a right, and thus in principle is revocable. Participating in a foreign state’s military, treason, 
spying, or committing acts that otherwise threaten the national security of one’s state may all 
warrant revocation. This article assesses the justifications given for the claimed power to revoke 
citizenship in democratic states and concludes that, ultimately, such a power is incompatible 
with democracy… 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 26, Issue 2, 1 April 2016 
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/2?current-issue=y 
Viewpoint 
A Global Charter for the Public’s Health—the public health system: role, functions, 
competencies and education requirements* 
M. Lomazzi  
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckw011 210-212 First published online: 8 March 2016  
Introduction 
Growth, development, equity and stability 
Political leaders increasingly perceive health as being crucial to achieving growth, development, 
equity and stability throughout the world. Health is now understood as a product of complex 
and dynamic relations generated by numerous determinants at different levels of governance. 
Governments need to take into account the impact of social, environmental and behavioural 
health determinants, including economic constraints, living conditions, demographic changes 
and unhealthy lifestyles in many of the World Health Organization (WHO) Member States. This 
understanding and increasing globalization means it is very timely to review the role of (global) 
public health in this changing societal and political environment.  
 
Globalization 
The positive and negative impacts of globalization need to be better understood by public 
health professionals and more widely acknowledged by policy makers. Globalization is marked 
by increased interconnectedness and interdependence of peoples and countries, based on the 
opening of borders to increasingly fast flows of goods, services, finance, people and ideas 
across international borders and the changes in institutional and policy regimes at the 
international and national levels that facilitate or promote such flows. It is recognized that 
globalization has both positive and negative impacts on health development. Increasingly trade 
agreements provide frameworks for intergovernmental relationships; however, possible impacts 
on human health are not routinely assessed prior to signing. 
 
The proposal for a Global Charter for the Public’s Health 
In this context, the World Federation of Public Health Associations (WFPHA) has developed the 
A Global Charter for the Public’s Health (GCPH) as the main output of its collaboration plan with 
the WHO to adapt today’s public health to its global context in the light of and in conjunction 
with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). GCPH brings together the best of all the 
existing models and provides a comprehensive, clear and flexible framework that can be applied 
globally and within individual countries, whether low, middle or high income. 
 
Outcome of literature review and consultation 
As part of the consultation process, several key points were raised:  

http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/2?current-issue=y
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/2/210.extract
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/2/210.extract
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckw011
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:: The need for genuine political engagement was stressed, underlying that too often politicians 
only paid lip service to public health. 
:: Commercial, social and environmental determinants of health, as well as social inequalities 
should be tackled and resources allocated in a sustainable and accountable way. 
:: The impacts of underlying ideologies should be taken into consideration. 
:: More comprehensive and reliable data are needed in many programmatic areas of the public’s 
health. 
:: The multisectoral and holistic approach should be reached, engaging public health in big 
dialogues and in the concerted decision-making processes. 
:: Participants of the consultation stressed that WHO should provide leadership in this process. 
:: New leaders for public health are required. 
:: A flexible common framework of instruments to influence governments has been suggested. 
:: New creative solutions are needed. 
:: Specific projects of selected countries where public health has a strong voice and is 
integrated in government policies and initiatives might be possible models for other settings. 
 
While publications on global public health are exponentially increasing in the literature, the term 
‘Global public health’ itself remains ill defined. The term is frequently used though, but more in 
the context of a ‘problem’ or a ‘challenge’. The framing of global public health is frequently 
medical and technical. This may be a result of the vertical technically oriented programs that 
are run throughout the world. Political and economic constraints found in the literature are 
important but there is not a large body of literature around this topic. 
 
Despite the evidence that the different public health functions need to be much better 
integrated into health systems, a ‘know-do-gap’ is apparent. While multi-sectoral approaches in 
public health are increasingly chosen, they are by no means mainstream. 
 
A Global Charter for the Public’s Health 
Resilient public health systems are needed locally to globally and within each country. However, 
the current reality consists of fragmented, variable and incomplete public health services and 
functions, with little common understanding of what a good public health service looks like. 
 
Currently, there is no global agreement on what public health functions or services consist of, 
and the lack of a common vocabulary in public health adversely affects the efforts of public 
health systems, including security and workforce development and quality standards across the 
world. Many public health policies, especially those that look at disease specific topics, remain 
vertical, even if they outline some inter-sectoral components. Many are not well coordinated 
with other related societal fields and, therefore, have a huge impact on population health. A 
GCPH has the potential to become an established framework to allow public health systems to 
communicate globally, compare capacity and improve performance through systematic action. 
 
Functions and services 
The proposed GCPH consists of two groups of functions/services including:  
:: Services: a group of core services—Protection, Prevention and Promotion 
:: Functions: a group of enabler functions—Governance, Advocacy, Capacity and Information 
 
Headings for the GCPH 
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There exists overlap between all these services and functions, especially between health 
promotion, primary prevention and environmental health, which benefit from a cross-sector 
approach. Specific public health topics require components drawn from across the range of 
services and functions. These include:  
.1. Governance: public health legislation; health and cross-sector policy; strategy; financing; 
organisation; assurance: transparency, accountability and audit. 
.2. Information: surveillance, monitoring and evaluation; monitoring of health determinants; 
research and evidence; risk and innovation; dissemination and uptake. 
.3. Protection: international health regulation and co-ordination; health impact assessment; 
communicable disease control; emergency preparedness; occupational health; environmental 
health; climate change and sustainability. 
.4. Prevention: primary prevention: vaccination; secondary prevention: screening; tertiary 
prevention: evidence-based, community-based, integrated, person-centred quality health-care 
and rehabilitation; healthcare management and planning. 
.5. Promotion: inequalities; environmental determinants; social and economic determinants; 
resilience; behaviour and health literacy; life-course; healthy settings. 
.6. Advocacy: leadership and ethics; health equity; social-mobilization and solidarity; education 
of the public; people-centred approach; voluntary community sector engagement; 
communications; sustainable development. 
.7. Capacity: workforce development for public health, health workers and wider workforce; 
workforce planning: numbers, resources, infrastructure; standards, curriculum, accreditation; 
capabilities, teaching and training. 
 
Recommendations 
Recommendation 1–Consensus: A common conceptualization of global public health should be 
defined and adopted by the WFPHA and its members and used as a basis for public health 
education and training. It should be followed by a process of engagement with partners and 
Member States to adopt a WHO action plan on public health functions, based on the approved 
GCPH. 
 
Recommendation 2–Co-ordination: WFPHA in association with partners supports and recognises 
WHO's leadership role to facilitate global public health in global multi-sectoral dialogues, co-
ordination and decision making. 
 
Recommendation 3–Leadership: Public health leadership to be strengthened to integrate the 
public health charter into cross-sector policy, health systems policy and governance 
mechanisms, building on and enhancing existing frameworks. 
 
Recommendation 4–Workforce: Applying the GCPH encompassing functions, services and 
healthy public policy to scale up the public health workforce to ensure global health security and 
the sustainability of health systems. 
 
Recommendation 5–Tools and application: Case studies, tools and standards to be developed to 
illustrate the application of the GCPH at the global, national and local levels and for use in 
public health education and training. Adoption of a GCPH will require skilful communication and 
practical application. 
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Recommendation 6–Resources: In order to strengthen Global Public Health, political 
commitment is needed, with co-ordinated roles and resources with partners and donors. 
 
Conclusion 
In the broadest sense, public health in our globalized world is multi-faceted, serving as a basis 
for everyday life, crucial for growth and development, equity and stability and is a function of 
numerous social, environmental and behavioural determinants, not least of which are the 
impacts of globalization itself. To realize the potential of a healthy global citizenry to support 
economic growth and development, equity and stability, there is an urgent need for genuine 
political acknowledgement of, engagement with and leadership for the public’s health supported 
by a global public health system. 
 
Action on two levels is required. First, consensus on a conceptualization of global public health 
and on a framework for sustainable and secure health infrastructures and services are essential 
first steps to underpin health in everyday life and to minimize the negative economic, social and 
environmental impacts of globalization on health development and community stability. 
Additionally, new models and skill sets are needed to address new and re-emerging public 
health challenges within the different socio-economic realities around the world, varying political 
capacities and new political entities. 
 
Second, development of global public health requires political engagement, use of social 
networks, identification of political leverage points and steerage of public health agendas 
through the new societal and political environments. Importantly, global public health values 
should inform, be embedded within and be used to assess political and policy decisions. 
 
Health services research 
Substantial between-country differences in organising community care for older 
people in Europe—a review  
Liza Van Eenoo, Anja Declercq, Graziano Onder, Harriet Finne-Soveri, Vjenka Garms-Homolová, 
Pálmi V. Jónsson, Olivia H.M. Dix, Johannes H. Smit, Hein P.J. van Hout, Henriëtte G. van der 
Roest Eur J Public Health (2016) 26 (2): 213-219 DOI: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckv152 First published online: 2 September 2015 (7 pages)  
 
Child and adolescent health 
Relative deprivation in the Nordic countries—child mental health problems in 
relation to parental financial stress  
Hrafnhildur Gunnarsdóttir, Gunnel Hensing, Lene Povlsen, Max Petzold Eur J Public Health 
(2016) 26 (2): 277-282 DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckv191 First published online: 
21 October 2015 (6 pages)  
 
 
Eurosurveillance 
Volume 21, Issue 12, 24 March 2016 
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/Public/Articles/Archives.aspx?PublicationId=11678 
Editorials  
Impact of migration on tuberculosis epidemiology and control in the EU/EEA  
by MJ van der Werf, JP Zellweger 
 

http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/2/213
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Research Articles  
The effect of migration within the European Union/European Economic Area on the 
distribution of tuberculosis, 2007 to 2013  
by V Hollo, SM Kotila, C Ködmön, P Zucs, MJ van der Werf 
Abstract 
Immigration from tuberculosis (TB) high-incidence countries is known to contribute notably to 
the TB burden in low-incidence countries. However, the effect of migration enabled by the free 
movement of persons within the European Union (EU)/European Economic Area (EEA) on TB 
notification has not been analysed. We analysed TB surveillance data from 29 EU/EEA countries 
submitted for the years 2007–2013 to The European Surveillance System. We used place of 
birth and nationality as proxy indicators for native, other EU/EEA and non-EU/EEA origin of the 
TB cases and analysed the characteristics of the subgroups by origin. From 2007–2013, a total 
of 527,467 TB cases were reported, of which 129,781 (24.6%) were of foreign origin including 
12,566 (2.4%) originating from EU/EEA countries other than the reporting country. The 
countries reporting most TB cases originating from other EU/EEA countries were Germany and 
Italy, and the largest proportion of TB cases in individuals came from Poland (n=1,562) and 
Romania (n=6,285). At EU/EEA level only a small proportion of foreign TB cases originated from 
other EU/EEA countries, however, the uneven distribution of this presumed importation may 
pose a challenge to TB programmes in some countries. 
 
Migration-related tuberculosis: epidemiology and characteristics of tuberculosis 
cases originating outside the European Union and European Economic Area, 2007 to 
2013  
by C Ködmön, P Zucs, MJ van der Werf 
Abstract 
Migrants arriving from high tuberculosis (TB)-incidence countries may pose a significant 
challenge to TB control programmes in the host country. TB surveillance data for 2007–2013 
submitted to the European Surveillance System were analysed. Notified TB cases were stratified 
by origin and reporting country. The contribution of migrant TB cases to the TB epidemiology in 
EU/EEA countries was analysed. Migrant TB cases accounted for 17.4% (n = 92,039) of all TB 
cases reported in the EU/EEA in 2007–2013, continuously increasing from 13.6% in 2007 to 
21.8% in 2013. Of 91,925 migrant cases with known country of origin, 29.3% were from the 
Eastern Mediterranean, 23.0% from south-east Asia, 21.4% from Africa, 13.4% from the World 
Health Organization European Region (excluding EU/EEA), and 12.9% from other regions. Of 
46,499 migrant cases with known drug-susceptibility test results, 2.9% had multidrug-resistant 
TB, mainly (51.7%) originating from the European Region. The increasing contribution of TB in 
migrants from outside the EU/EEA to the TB burden in the EU/EEA is mainly due to a decrease 
in native TB cases. Especially in countries with a high proportion of TB cases in non-EU/EEA 
migrants, targeted prevention and control initiatives may be needed to progress towards TB 
elimination. 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 61,   In Progress   (May 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Food Security  
Volume 8, Issue 1, February 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/8/1/page/1 
Plant health and food security, linking economics, policy and industry 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 43, Issue 1, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
Special Issue: Frontiers of Research on Development and the Environment 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 10, Issue 1, Spring 2016  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
March 2016 | Volume 4 | Issue 1  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
EDITORIALS 
Birthing Centers Staffed by Skilled Birth Attendants: Can They Be Effective … at 
Scale?  
   Peripheral-level birthing centers may be appropriate and effective in some circumstances if 
crucial systems requirements can be met. But promising models don’t necessarily scale well, so 
policy makers and program managers need to consider what requirements can and cannot be 
met feasibly at scale. Apparently successful components of the birthing center model, such as 
engagement of traditional birth attendants and use of frontline staff who speak the local 
language, appear conducive to use in other similar settings.  
Glob Health Sci Pract 2016;4(1):1-3. http://dx.doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-16-00063  
 
COMMENTARIES 
Social Entrepreneurship: A Case Study From Brazil  
Through careful sourcing of commodities, cost-cutting efficiencies, and realistic pricing, 3 large 
contraceptive social marketing programs evolved into profit-making enterprises while continuing 
to make low-priced contraceptives available to low-income consumers on a substantial scale.  
Phil Harvey 
Glob Health Sci Pract 2016;4(1):6-12. http://dx.doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00182  
 
Mapping the Prevalence and Sociodemographic Characteristics of Women Who 
Deliver Alone: Evidence From Demographic and Health Surveys From 80 Countries  
An estimated 2.2 million women surveyed in low- and middle-income countries between 2005 
and 2015 gave birth alone. This practice was concentrated in West and Central Africa and parts 
of East Africa. Women who delivered with no one present were very poor, uneducated, older, 
and of higher parity. Experience from northern Nigeria suggests the practice can be reduced 
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markedly by mobilizing religious and civil society leaders to improve community awareness 
about the critical importance of having an attendant present.  
Nosakhare Orobaton, Anne Austin, Bolaji Fapohunda, Dele Abegunde, Kizzy Omo 
Glob Health Sci Pract 2016;4(1):99-113. First published online March 9, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00261  
 
Original Articles 
Routine Immunization Consultant Program in Nigeria: A Qualitative Review of a 
Country-Driven Management Approach for Health Systems Strengthening  
Meghan O’Connell, Chizoba Wonodi 
Glob Health Sci Pract 2016;4(1):29-42. http://dx.doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00209 
ABSTRACT 
Background: Since 2002, the Nigerian government has deployed consultants to states to 
provide technical assistance for routine immunization (RI). RI consultants are expected to play 
a role in supportive supervision of health facility staff, capacity building, advocacy, and 
monitoring and evaluation.  
Methods: We conducted a retrospective review of the RI consultant program’s strengths and 
weaknesses in 7 states and at the national level from June to September 2014 using semi-
structured interviews and online surveys. Participants included RI consultants, RI program 
leaders, and implementers purposively drawn from national, state, and local government levels. 
Thematic analysis was used to analyze qualitative data from the interviews, which were 
triangulated with results from the quantitative surveys.  
Findings: At the time of data collection, 23 of 36 states and the federal capital territory had an 
RI consultant. Of the 7 states visited during the study, only 3 states had present and visibly 
working consultants. We conducted 84 interviews with 101 participants across the 7 states and 
conducted data analysis on 70 interviews (with 82 individuals) that had complete data. Among 
the full sample of interview respondents (N = 101), most (66%) were men with an average age 
of 49 years (±5.6), and the majority were technical officers (63%) but a range of other roles 
were also represented, including consultants (22%), directors (13%), and health workers (2%). 
Fifteen consultants and 44 program leaders completed the online surveys. Interview data from 
the 3 states with active RI consultants indicated that the consultants’ main contribution was 
supportive supervision at the local level, particularly for collecting and using RI data for decision 
making. They also acted as effective advocates for RI funding. In states without an RI 
consultant, gaps were highlighted in data management capacity and in monitoring of RI funds. 
Program design strengths: the broad terms of reference and autonomy of the consultants 
allowed work to be tailored to the local context; consultants were often integrated into state RI 
teams but could also work independently when necessary; and recruitment of experienced 
consultants with strong professional networks, familiarity with the local context, and ability to 
speak the local language facilitated advocacy efforts. Key programmatic challenges were related 
to inadequate and inconsistent inputs (salaries, transportation means, and dedicated office 
space) and gaps in communication between consultants and national leadership and in 
management of consultants, including lack of performance feedback, lack of formal orientation 
at inception, and no clear job performance targets.  
Conclusions: While weaknesses in managerial and material inputs affect current performance of 
RI consultants in Nigeria, the design of the RI consultant program employs a unique problem-
focused, locally led model of development assistance that could prove valuable in strengthening 
the capacity of the government to implement such technical assistance on its own. Despite the 
lack of uniform deployment and implementation of RI consultants across the country, some 
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consultants appear to have contributed to improved RI services through supportive supervision, 
capacity building, and advocacy.  
 
Original Articles 
Meeting Postpartum Women’s Family Planning Needs Through Integrated Family 
Planning and Immunization Services: Results of a Cluster-Randomized Controlled 
Trial in Rwanda  
Lisa S Dulli, Marga Eichleay, Kate Rademacher, Steve Sortijas, Théophile NsengiyumvaGlob 
Health Sci Pract 2016;4(1):73-86. First published online February 22, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00291 
ABSTRACT 
Objective The primary objective of this study was to test the effectiveness of integrating family 
planning service components into infant immunization services to increase modern 
contraceptive method use among postpartum women.  
Methods The study was a separate sample, parallel, cluster-randomized controlled trial. 
Fourteen randomly selected primary health facilities were equally allocated to intervention 
(integrated family planning and immunization services at the same time and location) and 
control groups (standard immunization services only). At baseline (May–June 2010), we 
interviewed postpartum women attending immunization services for their infant aged 6 to 12 
months using a structured questionnaire. A separate sample of postpartum women was 
interviewed 16 months later after implementation of the experimental health service 
intervention. We used linear mixed regression models to test the study hypothesis that 
postpartum women attending immunization services for their infants aged 6–12 months in the 
intervention facilities will be more likely to use a modern contraceptive method than postpartum 
women attending immunization services for their infants aged 6–12 months in control group 
facilities.  
Results We interviewed and analyzed data for 825 women from the intervention group and 829 
women from the control group. Results showed the intervention had a statistically significant, 
positive effect on modern contraceptive method use among intervention group participants 
compared with control group participants (regression coefficient, 0.15; 90% confidence interval 
[CI], 0.04 to 0.26). Although we conducted a 1-sided significance test, this effect was also 
significant at the 2-sided test with alpha = .05. Among those women who did not initiate a 
contraceptive method, awaiting the return of menses was the most common reason cited for 
non-use of a method. Women in both study groups overwhelmingly supported the concept of 
integrating family planning service components into infant immunization services (97.9% in 
each group), and service data collected during the intervention period did not indicate that the 
intervention had any negative effect on infant immunization service uptake.  
Conclusion Integrating family planning service components into infant immunization services 
can be an acceptable and effective strategy to increase contraceptive use among postpartum 
women. Additional research is needed to examine the extent to which this integration strategy 
can be replicated in other health care settings. Future research should also explore persistent 
misconceptions regarding the relationship between return of menses and return to fertility 
during the postpartum period.  
 
METHODOLOGIES 
Simplified Asset Indices to Measure Wealth and Equity in Health Programs: A 
Reliability and Validity Analysis Using Survey Data From 16 Countries  
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Many program implementers have difficulty collecting and analyzing data on program 
beneficiaries’ wealth because a large number of survey questions are required to construct the 
standard wealth index. We created country-specific measures of household wealth with as few 
as 6 questions that are highly reliable and valid in both urban and rural contexts.  
Nirali M Chakraborty, Kenzo Fry, Rasika Behl, Kim Longfield 
Glob Health Sci Pract 2016;4(1):141-154. http://dx.doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00384  
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 11, Issue 4, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 26 March 2016] 
Commentary 
A critical analysis of the review on antimicrobial resistance report and the infectious 
disease financing facility  
David M. Brogan and Elias Mossialos 
Globalization and Health 2016 12:8  
Published on: 22 March 2016 
Abstract 
  Over the past year, two major policy initiatives have been introduced focusing on stimulating 
antibiotic development for human consumption. The European Investment Bank has announced 
the development of the Infectious Disease Financing Facility (IDFF) and the British government 
commissioned the Review on Antimicrobial Resistance, led by Jim O’Neill. Each constitutes a 
major effort by the European community to address the evolving crisis of antimicrobial 
resistance. Though both have similar goals, the approaches are unique and worthy of 
consideration. 
   This manuscript utilizes a previously published framework for evaluation of antibiotic incentive 
plans to clearly identify the strengths and weaknesses of each proposal. The merits of each 
proposal are evaluated in how they satisfy four key objectives: 1) Improve the overall net 
present value (NPV) for new antibiotic projects; 2) Enable greater participation of Small to 
Medium Sized Enterprises (SME); 3) Encourage participation by large pharmaceutical 
companies; 4) Facilitate cooperation and synergy across the antibiotic market. The IDFF seeks 
to make forgivable loans to corporations with promising compounds, while the O’Neill group 
proposes a more comprehensive framework of early stage funding, along with the creation of a 
stable global market. 
   Ultimately, the proposals may prove complementary and if implemented together may form a 
more comprehensive plan to address an impending global crisis. Substantial progress will only 
be made on these efforts if action is taken at an international level, therefore we recommend 
consideration of these efforts at the upcoming G20 summit. 
 
 
Health Affairs  
March 2016; Volume 35, Issue 3  

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-016-0147-y
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http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: Physicians, Prescription Drugs, ACOs & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 17, Issue 2  December 2015 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Issue: Evidence of the Impact of Human Rights-Based Approaches to Health  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume  11  - Issue 02 - April 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 31 Issue 3 April 2016  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 26 March 2016] 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 38, Number 1, February 2016 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/human_rights_quarterly/toc/hrq.38.1.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Human Service Organizations Management, Leadership & Governance 
Volume 40, Issue 1, 2016 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wasw21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 65 November 2015 
http://odihpn.org/ 
Special Feature: The Crisis in Iraq 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Human Vaccines & Immunotherapeutics (formerly Human Vaccines) 
Volume 12, Issue 2, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/khvi20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 5, No 2 (2015) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/14 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 26 March 2016]  
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 8 Issue 2 February 2016  
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 4, Issue 2, 2015  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/4/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 15,   In Progress   (March 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/15 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
March 2016 Volume 44, p1-74  
http://www.ijidonline.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 23, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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International Migration Review 
Spring 2016  Volume 50, Issue 1  Pages 1–266, e1–e16 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2016.50.issue-1/issuetoc 
IMMIGRANTS IN WESTERN EUROPE 
Constructing Immigrants: Portrayals of Migrant Groups in British National 
Newspapers, 2010–2012 (pages 3–40) 
Scott Blinder and William L. Allen 
Article first published online: 23 OCT 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12206 
 
As French as Anyone Else: Islam and the North African Second Generation in France 
(pages 41–69) 
Jean Beaman 
Article first published online: 4 MAY 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12184 
 
Cultural Integration in the Muslim Second Generation in the Netherlands: The Case 
of Gender Ideology (pages 70–94) 
Mieke Maliepaard and Richard Alba 
Article first published online: 8 MAY 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12118 
 
Social Position and Place-Protective Action in a New Immigration Context: 
Understanding Anti-Mosque Campaigns in Catalonia (pages 95–132) 
Avi Astor 
Article first published online: 2 SEP 2014 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12115 
 
Long-Term Effects of Language Course Timing on Language Acquisition and Social 
Contacts: Turkish and Moroccan Immigrants in Western Europe (pages 133–162) 
Jutta Hoehne and Ines Michalowski 
Article first published online: 10 APR 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12130 
 
Native Friends and Host Country Identification among Adolescent Immigrants in 
Germany: The Role of Ethnic Boundaries (pages 163–196) 
Benjamin Schulz and Lars Leszczensky 
Article first published online: 6 FEB 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12163 
 
DEPORTATION AND REMITTANCE EFFECTS 
Deporting Fathers: Involuntary Transnational Families and Intent to Remigrate 
among Salvadoran Deportees (pages 197–230) 
Jodi Berger Cardoso, Erin Randle Hamilton, Nestor Rodriguez, Karl Eschbach and Jacqueline 
Hagan 
Article first published online: 3 JUL 2014 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12106 
 
Is Money Enough?: The Effect of Migrant Remittances on Parental Aspirations and 
Youth Educational Attainment in Rural Mexico (pages 231–266) 
Adam Sawyer 
Article first published online: 2 SEP 2014 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12103 
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Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
March 2016 - Volume 14 - Issue 1  pp: 2-96 
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier]  
 
 
JAMA  
March 22/29, 2016, Vol 315, No. 12 
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint  
Pregnancy in the Time of Zika: Addressing Barriers for Developing Vaccines and 
Other Measures for Pregnant Women FREE  
Saad B. Omer, MBBS, MPH, PhD; Richard H. Beigi, MD, MSc  
Three recent infectious disease outbreaks of global importance—H1N1 influenza, Ebola, and 
now Zika—have had specific implications for pregnant women. For the H1N1 pandemic, 
pregnant women and their infants were high-risk groups for severe complications and death. 
During the Ebola outbreak, there were concerns about worse outcomes among pregnant 
women and specific concerns regarding vertical transmission of infection to newborns. The 
current Zika outbreak, with its ostensible association with microcephaly, has direct and highly 
concerning implications for pregnant women and women of reproductive age. 
 
Yet the global public health community again lacks the optimal tools for dealing with a disease 
that has specific and important implications for pregnant women. There are substantial 
knowledge gaps in current understanding of Zika, irrespective of the affected population. 
However, Zika’s association with adverse fetal outcomes requires that pregnant women be a 
priority group for developing and evaluating vaccines and other measures. There are several 
current scientific and structural barriers to developing vaccines for pregnant women. These 
barriers challenge the ability to prepare and respond to epidemics and are particularly 
highlighted during a public health emergency that has pregnant women and their unborn 
fetuses as the primary affected population. 
 
One barrier is a lack of a broadly accepted ethical framework for guiding clinical research during 
pregnancy. For example, the term minimal risk1—a concept that informs ethical review of 
research—is not well defined for research in pregnancy. Therefore, institutional review boards 
(IRBs) often resort to categorizing most intervention research in pregnancy as high risk, often 
without a balanced consideration of the risks of not performing the research. Moreover, the 
risks and benefits to the fetus also need to be considered along with risks and benefits to the 
mother, adding to the challenge. This lack of a broadly accepted ethical framework has a 
chilling effect on both academic and industry-led clinical research in pregnancy.2,3 Therefore, 
there is a need for development and articulation of a pregnancy-specific ethical framework that 
can offer guidance to investigators and IRBs. 
 
Pregnancy is a physiologically dynamic state. The immune profile of a pregnant woman is 
responsive to the changing levels of sex hormones and evolves through the course of 
pregnancy.4 However, most of the current knowledge base for vaccine response is derived from 
observational studies conducted in the latter part of pregnancy, with limited data available from 
the first and early second trimester or from randomized clinical trials. On the other hand, 
clinical, practical, and public health considerations require that vaccine use not be restricted to 
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women with advanced gestational age. Given that a substantial portion of Zika’s teratogenic 
effects may occur in the earlier phase of pregnancy, administration of any forthcoming Zika 
vaccine will be most beneficial prior to or during the early parts of pregnancy. The knowledge 
gap for early pregnancy vaccine responses and safety will make the task of developing and 
recommending an effective Zika vaccine for use across pregnancy challenging. 
 
Until recently, the pregnancy and lactation sections of US Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-
approved labels for vaccines and pharmaceuticals contained ambiguous information with limited 
clinical utility. For example, the labels were required to contain determination of letter risk 
categories (A, B, C, D, or X) for pregnancy. These categories were an attempt to summarily 
convey risk of reproductive and developmental adverse effects. However, the categories were 
somewhat simplistic and challenging to translate into practice in a clinically meaningful manner. 
 
After years of deliberations, revisions, and public comment, FDA recently issued the Pregnancy 
and Lactation Labeling Rule (PLLR).5 This rule will enable inclusion of clinically relevant and 
interpretable information in drug and vaccine labels and creates a consistent format for 
communicating information on risks as well as benefits relevant to pregnant and lactating 
women and for males and females of reproductive potential. Moreover, the new rule allows for 
incorporating information about risk and benefits from a variety of sources, including non–
industry-sponsored epidemiological and interventional studies. Although the release of the PLLR 
is important and holds promise to provide more clinically useful information, its implementation 
faces many logistical challenges. For example, there is a need for a “mock label” (ie, a sample 
label providing examples of information to be included in the sections relevant to pregnancy 
and lactation) to provide guidance for inclusion and format of pregnancy-related information in 
sections relevant to pregnant women. 
 
General understanding of the new categorization system is insufficient among clinicians who 
provide obstetrical care. Therefore, it will take concerted efforts to phase in this categorization. 
Having clarity regarding vaccine (and drug) labeling related to pregnancy will help ensure that 
clinicians have a higher level of confidence in pregnancy-related vaccines and could provide a 
road map for conducting research that can inform labeling and hence clinical decisions. 
Robust safety evaluation is a cornerstone of any vaccine development and deployment 
program. There has been an increase in the number of studies evaluating the safety of 
currently recommended maternal vaccines, such as influenza and pertussis vaccines.6 Despite 
increased attention on the evaluation of safety of immunization in pregnancy, barriers remain. 
For example, a review commissioned by the World Health Organization highlighted the lack of 
standard definitions of outcomes, and standards for measurement of these outcomes, relevant 
to evaluation of vaccines in pregnancy.7 This lack of standardization poses a challenge for 
conduct of clinical trials, generalizability of safety data, and merging of large safety data sets. 
This last point is critical because large multilocation data sets could optimize the evaluation of 
rare but clinically important outcomes, such as microcephaly. 
 
Moreover, safety assessment for pharmaceutical interventions against emerging public health 
threats requires real-time assessment of risk vs benefit. Baseline outcome rates are an essential 
input for such an assessment. The value of baseline rates was recognized during the H1N1 
pandemic.8 Since then, there has been little progress in ascertaining baseline rates in different 
geographic locations of outcomes such as first trimester miscarriages. Ascertainment of baseline 
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rates of outcomes is even more important when a disease emerges in the context of other 
infections (eg, malaria) that are associated with adverse birth outcomes. 
 
Drug and vaccine development and evaluation in children may provide some context for the 
current outbreak response. Pediatricians and child health researchers recognized many parallel 
challenges in the amount and quality of data available for the care of children. The term 
therapeutic orphans was coined for children, stressing the concept of the lack of information 
available to prevent and treat disease in children. To address these challenges, efforts were 
mobilized around the conceptualization and passing of legislation (Best Pharmaceuticals for 
Children Act and the Pediatric Research Equity Act). These efforts have contributed to 
improving the quantity and quality of research that has been conducted in children.9 A similar 
approach may also be relevant to fostering research in pregnancy. 
 
Pregnant women have been a high-risk group requiring special consideration for several recent 
global public health emergencies. Currently, pregnant women and their unborn children are the 
focal point of the Zika outbreak. Although there are several barriers for developing vaccines and 
other measures for pregnant women, these barriers are surmountable with concerted efforts 
and leadership. Strategic planning and action have allowed for advances in pediatric drug 
development and provide a good model. However, the time to act is now, before the next 
epidemic takes its toll. 
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Conceptual Paper 
A theoretical framework for consolidation in humanitarian logistics 
(pp. 2 - 23) 
Alain Vaillancourt  
Abstract 
Purpose 
– The purpose of this paper is to develop a theoretical framework to better understand 
incentives and obstacles to consolidation of materials in humanitarian logistics.  
Design/methodology/approach 
– This study uses a content analysis for its literature review method to code 87 articles related 
to supply chain and logistics and understand what are the incentives and obstacles to 
consolidation. It then discusses these issues from the point of view of humanitarian logistics.  
Findings 
– Through the combination of a literature review and discussion, the framework developed in 
this conceptual paper identifies specific sources of delays and impediments to cooperation 
present in disaster response and development activities. These issues can be related to disaster 
type, the focus of the organization and the stakeholders as well as the resources required for 
consolidation themselves.  
Research limitations/implications 
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– There are limitations to a conceptual paper, one being the lack of empirical proof for the 
findings. Another limitation is the use of coding; even though the coding grid was iterative to 
take into account the findings in the literature, there might still be shortcomings inherent to the 
categories.  
Originality/value 
– This study offers a comprehensive review of consolidation activities in the last decades and 
offers an abstract model to further investigate consolidation in the context of humanitarian 
logistics. 
 
Research paper 
Developing organisational capabilities to support agility in humanitarian logistics: 
An exploratory study 
(pp. 72 - 99) 
Cécile L'Hermitte , Peter Tatham , Marcus Bowles , Ben Brooks  
Abstract: 
Purpose 
– The purpose of this paper is to explore the underlying strategic mechanisms of agility in a 
humanitarian logistics context. Based on the research conducted in business disciplines, the 
paper empirically examines a set of four strategic dimensions (being purposeful, being action-
focused, being collaborative, and being learning-oriented) and identifies an emergent 
relationship between these capabilities and agile humanitarian logistics operations.  
Design/methodology/approach 
– Leadership and management actions perceived to support the four capabilities were identified 
and used as a basis to complete the exploratory research. Specifically, a case study with the 
United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) was undertaken and, in this context, a qualitative 
analysis of 29 face-to-face interviews with humanitarian logistics experts working for WFP was 
conducted.  
Findings 
– The research corroborates the relevance of the four strategic-level capabilities to the 
humanitarian logistics context and confirms that these capabilities play a role in the 
development of agility in humanitarian operations. The work also identifies a set of key strategic 
decision-making areas that relate to the building of agility.  
Research limitations/implications 
– Additional research is needed to further investigate and measure the strategic-level 
capabilities and to quantify their impact on operational agility. Further research should also be 
undertaken to extend this study to a wider range of humanitarian organisations.  
Originality/value 
– This paper is the first empirical research that takes a strategic approach to the concept of 
agility in humanitarian logistics. It highlights that the leaders and managers of humanitarian 
organisations have a significant role to play in the building of an agile system. 
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New England Journal of Medicine 
March 24, 2016  Vol. 374 No. 12 
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Original Article 
Symptomatic Dengue in Children in 10 Asian and Latin American Countries 
Maïna L’Azou, M.Sc., Annick Moureau, M.Sc., Elsa Sarti, Ph.D., Joshua Nealon, M.Sc., Betzana 
Zambrano, M.D., T. Anh Wartel, M.D., Luis Villar, M.D., Maria R.Z. Capeding, M.D., and R. Leon 
Ochiai, Ph.D., for the CYD14 and CYD15 Primary Study Groups* 
N Engl J Med 2016; 374:1155-1166 March 24, 2016 
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa1503877 
Abstract 
Background 
The control groups in two phase 3 trials of dengue vaccine efficacy included two large regional 
cohorts that were followed up for dengue infection. These cohorts provided a sample for 
epidemiologic analyses of symptomatic dengue in children across 10 countries in Southeast Asia 
and Latin America in which dengue is endemic. 
Methods 
We monitored acute febrile illness and virologically confirmed dengue (VCD) in 3424 healthy 
children, 2 to 16 years of age, in Asia (Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, and 
Vietnam) from June 2011 through December 2013 and in 6939 children, 9 to 18 years of age, in 
Latin America (Brazil, Colombia, Honduras, Mexico, and Puerto Rico) from June 2011 through 
April 2014. Acute febrile episodes were determined to be VCD by means of a nonstructural 
protein 1 antigen immunoassay and reverse-transcriptase–polymerase-chain-reaction assays. 
Dengue hemorrhagic fever was defined according to 1997 World Health Organization criteria. 
Results 
Approximately 10% of the febrile episodes in each cohort were confirmed to be VCD, with 319 
VCD episodes (4.6 episodes per 100 person-years) occurring in the Asian cohort and 389 VCD 
episodes (2.9 episodes per 100 person-years) occurring in the Latin American cohort; no trend 
according to age group was observed. The incidence of dengue hemorrhagic fever was less 
than 0.3 episodes per 100 person-years in each cohort. The percentage of VCD episodes 
requiring hospitalization was 19.1% in the Asian cohort and 11.1% in the Latin American 
cohort. In comparable age groups (9 to 12 years and 13 to 16 years), the burden of dengue 
was higher in Asia than in Latin America. 
Conclusions 
The burdens of dengue were substantial in the two regions and in all age groups. Burdens 
varied widely according to country, but the rates were generally higher and the disease more 
frequently severe in Asian countries than in Latin American countries. (Funded by Sanofi 
Pasteur; CYD14 and CYD15 ClinicalTrials.gov numbers, NCT01373281 and NCT01374516.) 
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Review 
Leveraging Social Computing for Personalized Crisis Communication using Social 
Media 
March 24, 2016 ·  
Introduction: The extensive use of social media in modern life redefines social interaction and 
communication. Communication plays an important role in mitigating, or exacerbating, the 
psychological and behavioral responses to critical incidents and disasters. As recent disasters 
demonstrated, people tend to converge to social media during and following emergencies. 
Authorities can then use this media and other computational methods to gain insights from the 
public, mainly to enhance situational awareness, but also to improve their communication with 
the public and public adherence to instructions. 
Methods: The current review presents a conceptual framework for studying psychological 
aspects of crisis and risk communication using the social media through social computing. 
Results: Advanced analytical tools can be integrated in the processes and objectives of crisis 
communication. The availability of the computational techniques can improve communication 
with the public by a process of Hyper-Targeted Crisis Communication. 
Discussion: The review suggests that using advanced computational tools for target-audience 
profiling and linguistic matching in social media, can facilitate more sensitive and personalized 
emergency communication. 
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Research Article |  
Global Role and Burden of Influenza in Pediatric Respiratory Hospitalizations, 1982–
2012: A Systematic Analysis  
Kathryn E. Lafond, Harish Nair, Mohammad Hafiz Rasooly, Fátima Valente, Robert Booy, 
Mahmudur Rahman, Paul Kitsutani, Hongjie Yu, Guiselle Guzman, Daouda Coulibaly, Julio 
Armero, Daddi Jima, Stephen R. C. Howie, William Ampofo, Ricardo Mena, Mandeep Chadha, 
Ondri Dwi Sampurno, Gideon O. Emukule, Zuridin Nurmatov, Andrew Corwin, Jean Michel 
Heraud, Daniel E. Noyola, Radu Cojocaru, Pagbajabyn Nymadawa, Amal Barakat, Adebayo 
Adedeji, Marta von Horoch, Remigio Olveda, Thierry Nyatanyi, Marietjie Venter, Vida Mmbaga, 
Malinee Chittaganpitch, Tran Hien Nguyen, Andros Theo, Melissa Whaley, Eduardo Azziz-
Baumgartner, Joseph Bresee, Harry Campbell, Marc-Alain Widdowson, Global Respiratory 
Hospitalizations—Influenza Proportion Positive (GRIPP) Working Group  
Research Article | published 24 Mar 2016 | PLOS Medicine  
10.1371/journal.pmed.1001977 
Abstract 
Background 
The global burden of pediatric severe respiratory illness is substantial, and influenza viruses 
contribute to this burden. Systematic surveillance and testing for influenza among hospitalized 
children has expanded globally over the past decade. However, only a fraction of the data has 
been used to estimate influenza burden. In this analysis, we use surveillance data to provide an 
estimate of influenza-associated hospitalizations among children worldwide. 
Methods and Findings 
We aggregated data from a systematic review (n = 108) and surveillance platforms (n = 37) to 
calculate a pooled estimate of the proportion of samples collected from children hospitalized 
with respiratory illnesses and positive for influenza by age group (<6 mo, <1 y, <2 y, <5 y, 5–
17 y, and <18 y). We applied this proportion to global estimates of acute lower respiratory 
infection hospitalizations among children aged <1 y and <5 y, to obtain the number and per 
capita rate of influenza-associated hospitalizations by geographic region and socio-economic 
status. 
Influenza was associated with 10% (95% CI 8%–11%) of respiratory hospitalizations in 
children <18 y worldwide, ranging from 5% (95% CI 3%–7%) among children <6 mo to 16% 
(95% CI 14%–20%) among children 5–17 y. On average, we estimated that influenza results in 
approximately 374,000 (95% CI 264,000 to 539,000) hospitalizations in children <1 y—of which 
228,000 (95% CI 150,000 to 344,000) occur in children <6 mo—and 870,000 (95% CI 610,000 
to 1,237,000) hospitalizations in children <5 y annually. Influenza-associated hospitalization 
rates were more than three times higher in developing countries than in industrialized countries 
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(150/100,000 children/year versus 48/100,000). However, differences in hospitalization 
practices between settings are an important limitation in interpreting these findings. 
Conclusions 
Influenza is an important contributor to respiratory hospitalizations among young children 
worldwide. Increasing influenza vaccination coverage among young children and pregnant 
women could reduce this burden and protect infants <6 mo. 
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Research Article  
Willingness to Pay for Dog Rabies Vaccine and Registration in Ilocos Norte, 
Philippines (2012)  
Meseret G. Birhane, Mary Elizabeth G. Miranda, Jessie L. Dyer, Jesse D. Blanton, Sergio 
Recuenco  
Research Article | published 21 Mar 2016 | PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
10.1371/journal.pntd.0004486 
Abstract 
Background 
The Philippines is one of the developing countries highly affected by rabies. Dog vaccination 
campaigns implemented through collaborative effort between the government and NGOs have 
played an important role in successfully reducing the burden of disease within the country. 
Nevertheless, rabies vaccination of the domestic animal population requires continuous 
commitment not only from governments and NGOs, but also from local communities that are 
directly affected by such efforts. To create such long-term sustained programs, the introduction 
of affordable dog vaccination and registration fees is essential and has been shown to be an 
important strategy in Bohol, Philippines. The aim of this study, therefore, was to estimate the 
average amount of money that individuals were willing to pay for dog vaccination and 
registration in Ilocos Norte, Philippines. This study also investigated some of the determinants 
of individuals’ willingness to pay (WTP). 
Methods 
A cross-sectional questionnaire was administered to 300 households in 17 municipalities (out of 
a total of 21) selected through a multi-stage cluster survey technique. At the time of the survey, 
Ilocos Norte had a population of approximately 568,017 and was predominantly rural. The 
Contingent Valuation Method was used to elicit WTP for dog rabies vaccination and registration. 
A ‘bidding game’ elicitation strategy that aims to find the maximum amount of money 
individuals were willing to pay was also employed. Data were collected using paper-based 
questionnaires. Linear regression was used to examine factors influencing participants’ WTP for 
dog rabies vaccination and registration. 
Key Results 
On average, Ilocos Norte residents were willing to pay 69.65 Philippine Pesos (PHP) (equivalent 
to 1.67 USD in 2012) for dog vaccination and 29.13PHP (0.70 USD) for dog registration. Eighty-
six per cent of respondents were willing to pay the stated amount to vaccinate each of their 
dogs, annually. This study also found that WTP was influenced by demographic and knowledge 
factors. Among these, we found that age, income, participants’ willingness to commit to pay 
each year, municipality of residency, knowledge of the signs of rabies in dogs, and number of 
dogs owed significantly predicted WTP. 

http://www.plosntds.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0004486
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0004486
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PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 26 March 2016] 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Pathogens 
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/ 
(Accessed 26 March 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
(Accessed 26 March 2016) 
Biological Sciences - Medical Sciences - Social Sciences - Sustainability Science:  
Analysis and valuation of the health and climate change cobenefits of dietary 
change  
Marco Springmann, H. Charles J. Godfray, Mike Rayner, and Peter Scarborough 
PNAS 2016 ; published ahead of print March 21, 2016, doi:10.1073/pnas.1523119113  
Significance 
The food system is responsible for more than a quarter of all greenhouse gas emissions while 
unhealthy diets and high body weight are among the greatest contributors to premature 
mortality. Our study provides a comparative analysis of the health and climate change benefits 
of global dietary changes for all major world regions. We project that health and climate change 
benefits will both be greater the lower the fraction of animal-sourced foods in our diets. Three 
quarters of all benefits occur in developing countries although the per capita impacts of dietary 
change would be greatest in developed countries. The monetized value of health improvements 
could be comparable with, and possibly larger than, the environmental benefits of the avoided 
damages from climate change.  
Abstract 
What we eat greatly influences our personal health and the environment we all share. Recent 
analyses have highlighted the likely dual health and environmental benefits of reducing the 
fraction of animal-sourced foods in our diets. Here, we couple for the first time, to our 
knowledge, a region-specific global health model based on dietary and weight-related risk 
factors with emissions accounting and economic valuation modules to quantify the linked health 
and environmental consequences of dietary changes. We find that the impacts of dietary 
changes toward less meat and more plant-based diets vary greatly among regions. The largest 
absolute environmental and health benefits result from diet shifts in developing countries 
whereas Western high-income and middle-income countries gain most in per capita terms. 
Transitioning toward more plant-based diets that are in line with standard dietary guidelines 
could reduce global mortality by 6–10% and food-related greenhouse gas emissions by 29–70% 
compared with a reference scenario in 2050. We find that the monetized value of the 
improvements in health would be comparable with, or exceed, the value of the environmental 
benefits although the exact valuation method used considerably affects the estimated amounts. 

http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/03/16/1523119113.abstract
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/03/16/1523119113.abstract
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Overall, we estimate the economic benefits of improving diets to be 1–31 trillion US dollars, 
which is equivalent to 0.4–13% of global gross domestic product (GDP) in 2050. However, 
significant changes in the global food system would be necessary for regional diets to match the 
dietary patterns studied here. 
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume  31  - Issue 02 - April 2016 
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=PDM&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 84, Pages 1-98 (March 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/84 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 9 Issue 1 April 2016  
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 131 , Issue Number 2  March/April 2016 
http://www.publichealthreports.org/issuecontents.cfm?Volume=131&Issue=2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
April 2016; 26 (5)  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: Qualitative Contributions to Quantitative Inquiry 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 35 Issue 1 March 2016  
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Special Issue: The Challenge of Asylum Detention to Refugee Protection 
Guest Editors: Philippe De Bruycker and Evangelia (Lilian) Tsourdi 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 26 March 2016] 

https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=PDM&tab=currentissue
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/84
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.publichealthreports.org/issuecontents.cfm?Volume=131&Issue=2
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
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Review 
Reducing the global burden of Preterm Birth through knowledge transfer and 
exchange: a research agenda for engaging effectively with policymakers  
Gavin Yamey, Hacsi Horváth, Laura Schmidt, Janet Myers and Claire D. Brindis 
Published on: 18 March 2016 
Abstract 
   Preterm birth (PTB) is the world’s leading cause of death in children under 5 years. In 2013, 
over one million out of six million child deaths were due to complications of PTB. The rate of 
decline in child death overall has far outpaced the rate of decline attributable to PTB. Three key 
reasons for this slow progress in reducing PTB mortality are: (a) the underlying etiology and 
biological mechanisms remain unknown, presenting a challenge to discovering ways to prevent 
and treat the condition; (ii) while there are several evidence-based interventions that can 
reduce the risk of PTB and associated infant mortality, the coverage rates of these interventions 
in low- and middle-income countries remain very low; and (c) the gap between knowledge and 
action on PTB—the “know-do gap”—has been a major obstacle to progress in scaling up the use 
of existing evidence-based child health interventions, including those to prevent and treat PTB. 
   In this review, we focus on the know-do gap in PTB as it applies to policymakers. The 
evidence-based approaches to narrowing this gap have become known as knowledge transfer 
and exchange (KTE). In our paper, we propose a research agenda for promoting KTE with 
policymakers, with an ambitious but realistic goal of reducing the global burden of PTB. We 
hope that our proposed research agenda stimulates further debate and discussion on research 
priorities to soon bend the curve of PTB mortality. 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
December 2015  Vol. 38, No. 6  
http://www.paho.org/journal/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
March 2016  Volume 36, Issue 3  Pages 431–638 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2016.36.issue-3/issuetoc 
[New issue: No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Science  
25 March 2016  Vol 351, Issue 6280 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Policy Forum 
Ethics review for international data-intensive research 
By Edward S. Dove, David Townend, Eric M. Meslin, Martin Bobrow, Katherine Littler, Dianne 
Nicol, Jantina de Vries, Anne Junker, Chiara Garattini, Jasper Bovenberg, Mahsa Shabani, 
Emmanuelle Lévesque, Bartha M. Knoppers 
Science25 Mar 2016 : 1399-1400  
Summary 

http://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0146-8
http://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0146-8
http://www.paho.org/journal/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2016.36.issue-3/issuetoc
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/351/6280/1399
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/351/6280/1399
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Historically, research ethics committees (RECs) have been guided by ethical principles regarding 
human experimentation intended to protect participants from physical harms and to provide 
assurance as to their interests and welfare. But research that analyzes large aggregate data 
sets, possibly including detailed clinical and genomic information of individuals, may require 
different assessment. At the same time, growth in international data-sharing collaborations adds 
stress to a system already under fire for subjecting multisite research to replicate ethics 
reviews, which can inhibit research without improving the quality of human subjects' protections 
(1, 2). “Top-down” national regulatory approaches exist for ethics review across multiple sites in 
domestic research projects [e.g., United States (3, 4), Canada (5), United Kingdom, (6), 
Australia (7)], but their applicability for data-intensive international research has not been 
considered. Stakeholders around the world have thus been developing “bottom-up” solutions. 
We scrutinize five such ef orts involving multiple countries around the world, including resource-
poor settings (table S1), to identify models that could inform a framework for mutual 
recognition of international ethics review (i.e., the acceptance by RECs of the outcome of each 
other's review). 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 152, Pages 1-192 (March 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/152 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 26 March 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2016   Volume 14, Number 1  
http://ssir.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 8, Issue 2 (February 2016)  
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
TORTURE Journal 
Volume 25, Nr. 2, 2015 
http://www.irct.org/Default.aspx?ID=5768 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/152
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
http://ssir.org/
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/2
http://www.irct.org/Default.aspx?ID=5768
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March 2016   Volume 21, Issue 3   Pages 293–453 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2016.21.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LII No. 3 2015   December 2015 
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Sustainable Energy 
This issue focuses on sustainable energy, and explores topics such as universal energy access, 
increasing the use of renewable energy, improved energy efficiency and the nexus between 
energy and development.  
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 11, Issue 1, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
World Heritage Review  
n°78 - February 2016 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/78/ 
World Heritage and gender equality  
It is increasingly recognized that culture has an essential role to play as a driver of sustainable 
development, contributing to the eradication of poverty and enhancing social inclusion. Culture 
helps to define people’s identities and determines the way they shape their future. Gender 
equality, which is a UNESCO priority, refers to the roles and responsibilities of men and women 
and gender dynamics within families, societies and cultures. 
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