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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across 
these broad themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this 
regard. This is not intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
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Editor’s Note: 
   In an extraordinary full-day debate titled “Respect for the Principles and Purposes of the 
Charter as a Key Element for the Maintenance of International Peace and Security”, the UN 
Security Council engaged the meaning of and responsibilities proceeding from the UN Charter. A 
number of member states used the occasion to level accusations and make claims against other 
member states and coalitions, and most members states who were criticized responded.  
   We lead with the transcript of the Secretary General’s opening remarks and then the initial 
text of the overview of the debate. We also provide below links to over 8 hours of debate video 
– watching and reflecting on this debate is sobering, and a useful investment in understanding 
the real state of play in the global body. 
 
Press Release 
Secretary-General Says Early Warning, Action to Prevent Conflict Remains Best 
Approach to Advance Vision of Peace as Security Council Debates UN Charter 
15 February 2016 
SG/SM/17540-SC/12242 
Following are UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s remarks at the Security Council open debate 
on “Respect for the Principles and Purposes of the Charter as a Key Element for the 
Maintenance of International Peace and Security” 

Today’s event continues the useful discussion initiated last year under the Chinese presidency.  
The year 2015 saw important steps to uphold the values and advance the vision set out in the 
Charter of the United Nations. 

Reviews of the international peace and security architecture provided valuable ideas for 
strengthening our work in conflict prevention, peacemaking, peacekeeping and peacebuilding.  
The adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change demonstrated our capacity to overcome divisions and chart a course towards 
the common good. 

While we celebrate these achievements, we must also recognize that 2015 was one of the most 
troubled and turbulent years in recent history.  Civil wars ravaged Syria and Yemen.  Violent 
extremism spread.  The blatant disrespect for fundamental principles of international human 
rights and humanitarian law defies our common humanity and challenges the Security Council 
in fulfilling its duties under the Charter. 

For the millions living amidst war and extreme poverty, and for countless others whose rights 
are violated or neglected in other ways, the ideals and aspirations of the Charter remain elusive. 
Bringing the promise of the Charter to the most vulnerable must continue to be our goal. 

Decades of experience have validated the Charter’s vision.  We understand better than ever 
that peace, development and human rights are intrinsically connected.  We have seen that 
conflict-affected countries generally experience the highest poverty rates and were the least 
likely to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  We know that human rights abuses are 
our most effective early warning signs of the instability that often escalates into atrocity crimes. 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17540.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17540.doc.htm
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The primary responsibility for preventing conflict and protecting human rights lies with Member 
States.  It is clearly established in the Charter and reiterated in numerous resolutions adopted 
by this Council as well as by the General Assembly. 

But, in some situations, Member States may lack the capacity to fulfil their obligations.  In 
others, it is Member States themselves which are the main violators of human rights. 

The United Nations can help Member States meet these national challenges and uphold their 
responsibility to protect.  We continue to offer assistance in building up national capacity to 
identify and address the precursors of genocide and other grave crimes.  The Human Rights Up 
Front initiative is helping the United Nations system to coordinate better across the peace and 
security, development and human rights pillars, and to engage with Member States at early 
stages of crises. 

We are placing a growing focus on prevention through both early warning and early action.  We 
should all much prefer to assess early information than to wait for the warning signs of disaster. 
 We should be open to modest steps that could address situations of concern before they grow 
more serious and complex. 

Our engagement with Member States on these matters will continue to be based on 
cooperation, transparency and respect for sovereignty.  I know that at times, Member States 
feel that such efforts are a form of interference that undermines national sovereignty.  But, it is 
violence and conflict — and not our attempt to help Member States prevent it — that threaten 
State sovereignty.  It is violations of human rights by the State that erode the legitimacy of the 
State. 

In its engagements, the United Nations seeks to reinforce sovereignty, not challenge or 
undermine it.  Article 99 of the Charter empowers the Secretary-General to “bring to the 
attention of the Security Council any matter which in his opinion may threaten the maintenance 
of international peace and security”.  The General Assembly has recognized this as well. 

Article 99 has been formally invoked only rarely in UN history.  But, that does not mean it is no 
longer operative or relevant or that it cannot be invoked in the future.  It remains a key 
mechanism. 

Whether or not Article 99 is formally invoked may be secondary.  First and foremost is our 
responsibility to alert the Council when we see situations that we feel require its engagement.  I 
will continue to act in that spirit. 

When considering which items reach the agenda of the Security Council, my further hope is that 
we will be driven by the Charter, not by geo-political rivalries or other external dynamics.  When 
a Member State uses an overly broad definition of terrorism to monopolize power at the risk of 
long-term stability, that would seem to merit the Council’s attention.  When we see massive loss 
of life and cross-border flows of people, that would seem to merit the Council’s attention. 

We must not avert our eyes from these or other such situations, no matter how complex or 
contentious they might be to discuss, and the world must see that the Council is addressing the 
situations that matter most to most people. 
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The Security Council has many tools with which to encourage and seek to secure the peaceful 
resolution of disputes before they escalate.  But, ultimately the unity of the Security Council is 
the crucial factor.  We have seen what [heights] are possible when unity is visible and we have 
seen the depths that are inevitable when unity has vanished. 

We look forward to working with you to best serve “we the peoples” in the enduring spirit of 
the Charter.  Thank you. 

 
Speakers in Security Council Urge Balance between UN Role in State Sovereignty, 
Human Rights Protection, But Differ over Interpretation of Charter Principles 
7621st Meeting (AM)  
15 February 2016  
SC/12241 
Speakers today called for the United Nations to strike a balance between the fundamental 
principle of State sovereignty and the need to protect human rights, as the Security Council 
held a day-long debate on the tenets of the Organization’s Charter. 

Many of the nearly 70 speakers differed, however, on their interpretations of that founding 
document, with some underscoring the primacy of non-interference in domestic affairs and 
others expressing the need for action in cases where States were unable to protect their people 
— or were themselves the perpetrators of human rights violations. 

“For the millions living amidst war and extreme poverty, and for the countless others whose 
rights are violated or neglected in other ways, the ideals and values of the [United Nations] 
Charter remain elusive,” said Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon as he addressed the 15-member 
body.  Bringing the promise of the Charter to the most vulnerable must continue to be the main 
goal, he added. 

While the primary responsibility for preventing conflict and protecting human rights lay with 
Member States, the United Nations could help countries meet their national challenges and 
uphold their responsibility to protect.  Among other things, the Organization offered assistance 
in building up national capacity to identify and address the precursors of genocide and other 
grave crimes, he said. 

It was violence and conflict — not the United Nations attempt to help Member States prevent it 
— that threatened State sovereignty, he continued.  When considering items on the Council’s 
agenda, he hoped that States would be driven by the principles enshrined in the Charter and 
not by geo-political rivalries and other external dynamics. 

A number of speakers underscored the changing nature of the threats facing international 
peace and security — which now ranged from terrorist acts to pandemic diseases and 
unprecedented migration flows — with some stressing that interpretations of the Charter’s core 
principles must also evolve.  In that regard, the representative of the United Kingdom cautioned 
against the use of “outdated” interpretations to excuse inaction on the part of the international 
community.  Indeed, he said, the concept of sovereignty itself had changed; today, it should 
amount to a contract between the Government and the governed. 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12241.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12241.doc.htm
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The Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Argentina agreed that there existed in the Charter a 
“dynamic equilibrium” between non-interference in internal affairs and the promotion of human 
rights.  States could not hide human rights violations behind the principle of sovereignty.  While 
it was difficult to strike an accurate balance, it was preferable to make errors while defending 
human rights than to show “excessive zeal” in respecting, to the letter, the principle of non-
interference. 

Other speakers, however, emphasized that the principles of sovereignty and non-interference 
must be respected at all times.  In that regard, the representative of Iran, speaking on behalf of 
the Non-Aligned Movement, said global peace had become elusive due in part to a tendency to 
resort to unilateralism.  States should refrain from implementing extraterritorial or coercive 
measures and condemn the categorization of countries as “good” or “evil” based on unjustified 
criteria, he said, warning against resorting to the Charter’s Chapter VII to address issues that 
did not threaten international peace… 

 
UNTV Video Capture of Security Council Debate  
7621st Meeting (AM)  
15 February 2016  
SC/12241 
 
Ban Ki-moon (UN Secretary-General) on the respect for the principles and purposes 
of the UN Charter - Security Council, 7621st meeting (English)  
15 Feb 2016 
00:08:15 
   Remarks by H.E Mr. Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations at the 7621st 
Security Council meeting on the maintenance of international peace and security and the 
respect for the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations. 
 
(Part 1) Respect for the principles and purposes of the UN Charter - Security 
Council, 7621st meeting (English)  
15 Feb 2016 
02:46:57 
   Maintenance of international peace and security and the respect for the principles and 
purposes of the Charter of the United Nations as a key element for the maintenance of 
international peace and security (7621st meeting). 
 
(Part 2) Respect for the principles and purposes of the UN Charter - Security 
Council, 7621st meeting (English)  
15 Feb 2016 
02:40:31 
 
(Part 3) Respect for the principles and purposes of the UN Charter - Security 
Council, 7621st meeting (English)  
15 Feb 2016 
03:19:33 
 
::::::: 

http://webtv.un.org/search/ban-ki-moon-un-secretary-general-on-the-respect-for-the-principles-and-purposes-of-the-un-charter-security-council-7621st-meeting/4756416826001?term=7621st%20Meeting
http://webtv.un.org/search/ban-ki-moon-un-secretary-general-on-the-respect-for-the-principles-and-purposes-of-the-un-charter-security-council-7621st-meeting/4756416826001?term=7621st%20Meeting
http://webtv.un.org/search/part-1-respect-for-the-principles-and-purposes-of-the-un-charter-security-council-7621st-meeting/4756801028001?term=7621st%20Meeting
http://webtv.un.org/search/part-1-respect-for-the-principles-and-purposes-of-the-un-charter-security-council-7621st-meeting/4756801028001?term=7621st%20Meeting
http://webtv.un.org/search/part-2-respect-for-the-principles-and-purposes-of-the-un-charter-security-council-7621st-meeting/4757015101001?term=7621st%20Meeting
http://webtv.un.org/search/part-2-respect-for-the-principles-and-purposes-of-the-un-charter-security-council-7621st-meeting/4757015101001?term=7621st%20Meeting
http://webtv.un.org/search/part-3-respect-for-the-principles-and-purposes-of-the-un-charter-security-council-7621st-meeting/4757989281001?term=7621st%20Meeting
http://webtv.un.org/search/part-3-respect-for-the-principles-and-purposes-of-the-un-charter-security-council-7621st-meeting/4757989281001?term=7621st%20Meeting
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:::::::  
 
EU Summit: “Migrants in Europe have become fair game” – UN rights expert  
Mr. François Crépeau (Canada) was appointed Special Rapporteur on the human rights of 
migrants in June 2011 
 
GENEVA (18 February 2016) – As the European Union summit starts in Brussels, the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, François Crépeau, warns that it 
has become impossible in Europe to have a meaningful discussion about migrant’s rights, 
diversity, and integration.   
  
Mr. Crépeau calls on the leaders of the 28-nation bloc gathering on 18-19 February to halt the 
continuous regression of the human rights of migrants as Europe struggles to deal with its 
migrant crisis. In his appeal, the Special Rapporteur reiterates the key messages of his 2015 
report on the management of the external borders of the EU and its impact on the human 
rights of migrants*. 
 
“Europe has always been a strong advocate of human rights in Europe and elsewhere. In its 
struggle to maintain control of its borders however, it is being tested on its adherence to human 
rights. Through slowly stripping away the rights of asylum seekers and migrants, Europe is 
creating a scary new ‘normal’.  
 
What we now see is European governments focused on feeding their electorate with the fear of 
migrants for clear electoral purposes. Governments pandering to nationalist populist movements 
have promised to keep migrants out but have been unable to do so simply because the 
emphasis on securitisation doesn’t work. European countries must offer safe and regular 
channels for mobility. It is the only way that European countries will regain full control of their 
borders. 
 
The operationalisation of the NATO military operation recently announced by European leaders 
raises many questions.  What will NATO do that Frontex didn’t do? When intercepting a migrant 
boat, what will the procedure be? Will they embark migrants on their navy ships as the Italians 
did in Mare Nostrum? If they do, where will they disembark them? To what authority will they 
transfer them? How will simple pushbacks be prevented? How will they treat the migrants on 
board? How will they identify protection needs? And how will we know what NATO forces are 
doing? What civilian oversight mechanisms will be in place to ensure the protection of the rights 
of the migrants during the operation?  
 
‘Fighting the smugglers’ is a red herring: as long as persons in need of mobility are not provided 
with official mobility solutions, unofficial channels will be provided by opportunistic smuggling 
rings. I have repeatedly said that overreliance on securitisation of borders will not work. People 
will continue to come because they need to survive. And smugglers will continue to adapt, 
prosper and exploit the migrants as long as their business model is not effectively destroyed. 
The only way to actually eliminate smuggling is to take over their market by offering regular, 
safe and cheap mobility solutions, with all the identity and security checks that efficient visa 
procedures can provide. 
 
It is appalling to see how the discussion concerning migrants has been lowered to the smallest 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17060&LangID=E
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common dominator, feeding off fear and xenophobia and making migrants fair game for all 
types of verbal or physical abuse. Migrant-bashing has dangerously become the norm and the 
standard is so low now that to have a meaningful and serene discussion about rights, diversity 
and integration is often impossible.   
 
Europe must reclaim its role as a moral and political leader of human rights in this debate of 
fear, stereotyping, racism and xenophobia. I continue to urge European political leaders to 
show moral and political leadership in fighting much more vigorously racism, xenophobia and 
hate crime, by consolidating our common human rights culture and strengthening its 
institutions at all levels, and in celebrating the diversity of cultures and religions as an 
enrichment for everyone, citizens and foreigners alike.” 
 
(*) Check the 2015 EU border management report (A/HRC/29/36): 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Migration/SRMigrants/Pages/AnnualReports.aspx   
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
Joint UNHCR, UNICEF, IOM Press Release: 
With growing numbers of child deaths at sea, UN agencies call for enhancing safety 
for refugees and migrants 
GENEVA, 16 February 2016 – An average of two children have drowned every day since 
September 2015 as their families try to cross the eastern Mediterranean, and the number of 
child deaths is growing said IOM, UNHCR, and UNICEF. The agencies are calling for enhancing 
the safety of those escaping conflict and despair. 
 
Since last September, when the tragic death of toddler Aylan Kurdi captured the world's 
attention, more than 340 children, many of them babies and toddlers, have drowned in the 
eastern Mediterranean. The total number of children who have died may be even greater, the 
agencies say, their bodies lost at sea. 
 
"We cannot turn our faces away from the tragedy of so many innocent young lives and futures 
lost – or fail to address the dangers so many more children are facing," said UNICEF Executive 
Director Anthony Lake. "We may not have the ability now to end the desperation that causes so 
many people to try to cross the sea, but countries can and must cooperate to make such 
dangerous journeys safer. No one puts a child in a boat if a safer option is available." 
 
The stretch of the Aegean Sea between Turkey and Greece is among the deadliest routes in the 
world for refugees and migrants. The winter's rough seas, overloading and the poor quality of 
boats and lifesaving equipment increase the risk of capsizing, making the journey significantly 
more dangerous. 
 
"These tragic deaths in the Mediterranean are unbearable and must stop," said UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi. "Clearly, more efforts are needed to combat 
smuggling and trafficking. Also, as many of the children and adults who have died were trying 
to join relatives in Europe, organising ways for people to travel legally and safely, through 
resettlement and family reunion programmes for example, should be an absolute priority if we 
want to reduce the death toll," he added. The UN Secretary General has called for a high-level 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Migration/SRMigrants/Pages/AnnualReports.aspx
http://www.unhcr.org/56c6e7676.html
http://www.unhcr.org/56c6e7676.html
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meeting on global responsibility-sharing through legal pathways for admission of Syrian 
refugees, to take place in Geneva on 30 March. 
 
With children now accounting for 36 per cent of those on the move, the chance of them 
drowning on the Aegean Sea crossing from Turkey to Greece has grown proportionately. During 
the first six weeks of 2016, 410 people drowned out of the 80,000 crossing the eastern 
Mediterranean. This amounts to 35-fold increase year-on-year from 2015. 
 
"Counting lives is not enough. We must act," said William Lacy Swing, IOM's Director General in 
Geneva. "This is not only a Mediterranean problem, or even a European one. It is a 
humanitarian catastrophe in the making that demands the entire world's engagement. Haiti's 
2010 earthquake was not a matter for only one hemisphere, nor was the 2004 Southeast Asian 
tsunami. Those disasters were met by an outpouring of humanitarian action. So must this one." 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
Annual report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children 
and Armed Conflict   
Human Rights Council  A/HRC/31/19 
Thirty-first session - Agenda item 3  
Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, 
including the right to development  
 [18 pages - Pdf: 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/31/19&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC 
 
News Release 
Human Rights Council Report: Increasingly Complex and Widening Conflicts Take Huge Toll on 
Children in 2015 
15 Feb 2016 
New York – Increasingly complex and widening conflicts have taken a huge toll on children in 
much of the Middle East in 2015, with parts of Africa and Asia facing protracted and relapsing 
wars that show no signs of abating, wrote Leila Zerrougui, the Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, in her annual report to the Human Rights 
Council. The Report covers the period from December 2014 to December 2015. 
 
“Children were disproportionately affected, displaced and often the direct targets of acts of 
violence intended to cause maximum civilian casualties and terrorize entire communities,” she 
said in the report, describing how extreme violence affected countries such as Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Nigeria and Syria. “Groups perpetrating extreme violence also particularly targeted 
children pursuing their right to an education.” 
 
Promoting a response to extreme violence that protects children 
Military responses targeting groups using tactics of extreme violence continued to generate 
additional protection challenges for children. Throughout the year, militias and vigilante groups 
allied with States used children in support roles or as combatants. In addition, the use of 
airstrikes was of particular concern due, in many instances, to their indiscriminate nature. 
 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/31/19&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/31/19&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/31/19&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/human-rights-council-report-2016/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/human-rights-council-report-2016/
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The Special Representative reminded all involved that respect for human rights must be the 
basis of an effective response to extreme violence and actions must be undertaken in full 
compliance with international, humanitarian, human rights and refugee law. She added it is 
essential to emphasize the crucial role of prevention, as detailed in the UN Secretary-General’s 
plan of action to prevent violent extremism. Addressing the root causes of extreme violence, 
such as poverty and lack of economic opportunities for youth, lack of good governance, 
alienation of communities and political grievances, are necessary steps to find a lasting 
solution… 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
Global Nutrition Report 2015 –  
ACTIONS AND ACCOUNTABILITY TO ADVANCE NUTRITION & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
International Food Policy Research Institute 
ISBN: 978-0-89629-883-5 | DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.2499/9780896298835 :: 201 pages 
Pdf: https://www.ifpri.org/cdmref/p15738coll2/id/129443/filename/129654.pdf 
Full report translations: Français | Español | Português 
 
Overview 
Children whose growth is stunted, people who don’t get enough vitamins and minerals for a 
healthy life, adults who are overweight and obese—malnutrition takes many forms and affects 
every country on earth. A problem of staggering size, malnutrition is widespread enough to 
threaten the world’s sustainable development ambitions. 

The Global Nutrition Report 2015 is a report card on the world’s nutrition—globally, regionally, 
and country by country—and on efforts to improve it. It assesses countries’ progress in meeting 
global nutrition targets established by the World Health Assembly. It documents how well 
countries, aid donors, NGOs, businesses, and others are meeting the commitments they made 
at the major Nutrition for Growth summit in 2013. And it spells out the actions that proven 
effective in combating malnutrition in all its forms. 

The 2015 report makes it clear that global progress to reduce malnutrition has been slow and 
uneven. Nearly half of all countries face multiple serious burdens of malnutrition such as poor 
child growth, micronutrient deficiency, and adult overweight and obesity. No country is on track 
to achieve the global nutrition targets established by the World Health Assembly. Some 
countries, however, have made notable progress and the Report seeks to understand the 
factors that contributed to improvements. 

The second in an annual series, the Global Nutrition Report 2015 also highlights the critical 
relationship between climate change and nutrition, as well as the pivotal role business can play 
in advancing nutrition. It considers how countries can build food systems that are more 
nutrition friendly and sustainable. 

With a wealth of data and analysis, the report aims to improve accountability among the 
governments, institutions, businesses, and others whose actions affect people’s nutrition. It is 
accompanied by extensive supplementary online data, including nutritional profiles for 193 
countries, 6 regions, and 22 subregions. 

http://globalnutritionreport.org/the-report/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2499/9780896298835
https://www.ifpri.org/cdmref/p15738coll2/id/129443/filename/129654.pdf
http://www.ifpri.org/cdmref/p15738coll2/id/129822/filename/130033.pdf
https://www.ifpri.org/cdmref/p15738coll2/id/130113/filename/130324.pdf
http://www.ifpri.org/cdmref/p15738coll2/id/129827/filename/130038.pdf
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The 2015 Report was funded through the support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the 
CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture for Nutrition & Health, the Children’s Investment Fund 
Foundation, the European Commission, the Governments of Canada, Germany, and 
the Netherlands, Irish Aid, UK Department for International Development (DFID), US Agency for 
International Development (USAID), and 1,000 Days. 

The Report is delivered by an Independent Expert Group and guided at a strategic level by 
a Stakeholder Group, whose members also reviewed the Report. The International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI) oversees the production and dissemination of the Report, with the 
support  of the Secretariat based at the Institute of Development Studies (IDS). The Lancet, the 
premier peer-reviewed medical journal, managed the blind external review process for the 
Report, which was launched in New York City on September 22, 2015. There will be follow-up 
events for the Report in multiple cities around the world. 

::::::: 
:::::::  
 
From Fragility to Resilience: Managing Natural Resources in Fragile Situations in 
Africa 
African Development Bank Group (AfDB)  
February 2016 :: 252 pages 
[prepared by the Environmental Law Institute for the Transition Support Department of the 
African Development Bank.] 
Pdf: 
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/From_Fragility_to_Resilie
nce_-_Managing_Natural_Resources_in_Fragile_Situations_in_Africa.pdf 
 
Preface 
In Africa, natural resource sectors generate approximately one-third of growth in gross 
domestic product, serving as a foundation for employment, food security, and development. For 
example, when oil was discovered off the coast of São Tomé, the government received a 
signing bonus of approximately USD $100 million, more than twice its annual budget. 
Unfortunately, natural resources have also financed or been a contributing cause of at least 14 
conflicts in Africa countries in fragile situations. Natural resources are therefore both a driver of 
conflict, if mismanaged, and a source of resilience, if managed well. 
 
Several major global declarations and reports over the past fifteen years recognize the potential 
of natural resource management to strengthen resilience in fragile situations. These include 
reports on peacebuilding by the United Nations Secretary-General in 2009, 2010, 2012, and 
2014; the 2015 report by the United Nations Secretary-General’s High Level Independent Panel 
on UN Peace Operations; and the 2015 report of the Advisory Group of Experts on the Review 
of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture. The 2011 Busan New Deal, which was endorsed by the 
Bank, articulates a vision focusing on countries transitioning out of fragility to resilience, and 
many of the New Deal’s objectives rely on effective natural resource management. 
 
With this Flagship Report, the Bank is helping to develop a detailed understanding of the 
dynamics of natural resource management in fragile situations in Africa. Building on that 
understanding, the Report identifies and analyzes region-specific opportunities for action. In 

http://globalnutritionreport.org/governance/ieg/
http://globalnutritionreport.org/governance/stakeholder-group/
http://www.ifpri.org/
http://www.ifpri.org/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/
http://globalnutritionreport.org/2015/09/09/international-launch-of-the-second-global-nutrition-report/
http://globalnutritionreport.org/events/
http://globalnutritionreport.org/events/
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/From_Fragility_to_Resilience_-_Managing_Natural_Resources_in_Fragile_Situations_in_Africa.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/From_Fragility_to_Resilience_-_Managing_Natural_Resources_in_Fragile_Situations_in_Africa.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/From_Fragility_to_Resilience_-_Managing_Natural_Resources_in_Fragile_Situations_in_Africa.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/From_Fragility_to_Resilience_-_Managing_Natural_Resources_in_Fragile_Situations_in_Africa.pdf
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providing this vision, the Report helps to operationalize the principles outlined in the global 
documents, reflecting the priorities, capacities, and perspectives of African countries and 
institutions. 
 
Fragility spans a broad spectrum that is varied in geographic scope and frequency of conflict, 
ranging from declared hostilities between warring parties to established states that experience 
sporadic violence. It can also be triggered by a failed or a flawed election, an attempt to modify 
the constitution for selfish political gains, a natural disaster and/or a health epidemic. These 
explain the Bank’s decision to move from the concept of fragile states to countries in fragile 
situations or countries in transition. Accordingly, the approaches to natural resource 
management described in the Report are broadly relevant to all states seeking to transition 
from fragility towards resilience. 
 
Prepared jointly with the Environmental Law Institute (ELI), this Flagship Report aims to 
improve the conceptualization, development, and implementation of conflict-sensitive projects 
and programs in Africa. It seeks to inform representatives from regional member countries, 
Bank staff, and other partners. The Report represents an important step in mainstreaming both 
fragility and natural resource management into Africa’s development process… 
 
Press Release 
New report urges Africa to address fragility through natural resources management 
   16/02/2016 - The African Development Bank Group (AfDB) and the Washington-based 
Environmental Law Institute (ELI) have produced a new report on natural resources 
management in fragile and conflict-affected countries. This flagship report examines how 
African countries in fragile situations can work towards addressing the causes and drivers of 
fragility by better managing natural resources across sectors…. 
  
The report delves into cross-cutting issues such as climate change, governance, private sector, 
regional integration, and conflict sensitivity. It also provides options for the design and 
implementation of natural resource-related programmes geared toward building the resilience 
of African countries… 
 
The report is part of a series of initiatives carried out by the AfDB within the context of its 
Strategy for Addressing Fragility and Building Resilience in Africa for the period 2014-2019. This 
strategy aims to place the Bank at the centre of Africa’s efforts to address fragility and pave the 
way for a more resilient and inclusive development trajectory. It is based on an understanding 
of fragility as a condition of elevated risk of institutional breakdown, societal collapse or violent 
conflict.  
 
The findings of this report will help the Bank to enhance its engagement with African countries 
in fragile situations, and reinforce its interventions in bridging the gap between natural resource 
management and development on the continent….  
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
Announcing Blue Meridian Partners and More 
January 29, 2016 

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/new-report-urges-africa-to-address-fragility-through-natural-resources-management-15395/
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/From_Fragility_to_Resilience_-_Managing_Natural_Resources_in_Fragile_Situations_in_Africa.pdf
http://www.emcf.org/news-perspectives/story/announcing-blue-meridian-partners-and-more-1/
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By Nancy Roob 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation, and the CEO of 
Blue Meridian Partners. 
 
…Today, I’m pleased to announce that the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation (EMCF) and nine 
other donors are joining together to raise the collaborative-funding model to a level more in 
keeping with the scale of the challenges we face. Together we are launching Blue Meridian 
Partners to invest at least $1 billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly 
national impact for economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
   Private funders have worked together to marshal resources of this scale in areas such as 
global health and land conservation. But this level of concentration has rarely been attempted 
or achieved to help nonprofits in the dramatically undercapitalized field serving disadvantaged 
children and youth in the U.S.  
   In this column, I will describe this new venture in greater detail and explain how it 
complements the work we’re doing at EMCF… 
   … Blue Meridian Partners has secured $750 million toward our goal of investing at least $1 
billion to help high-performance nonprofits achieve much greater scale.  
 
Six General Partners, listed in alphabetical order, have committed $50 million or more:  
:: The Ballmer Group, Philanthropy 
:: The Edna McConnell Clark Foundation 
:: Stanley and Fiona Druckenmiller 
:: The Duke Endowment (with a focus on North Carolina and South Carolina) 
:: George Kaiser Family Foundation (with a focus on Tulsa, Oklahoma) 
:: The Samberg Family Foundation.  
 
Four Limited Partners intend to commit $10 million or more:  
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
The JPB Foundation 
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
The Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation… 
 
   …Blue Meridian’s investments will be big bets. They will be flexible, unrestricted, long-term 
(5-10 years), tied to performance, and total up to $200 million for each grantee. They will help 
grantees to expand their impact directly, by allowing them to strengthen their work, grow and 
serve greater numbers of youth, as well as indirectly, by helping them increase their influence 
on the child welfare, educational, judicial, and other systems that affect children’s lives.  
   In addition to its size, what differentiates Blue Meridian Partners from EMCF’s previous 
ventures is its decision-making structure. All six of the General Partners will share decision-
making authority. This includes deciding where and how to invest, and overseeing and 
monitoring performance. EMCF’s board will cast one among six votes…  
 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
 
::::::: 

http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
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:::::::  
 
New global design challenge will make life better for refugees 
February 19, 2016 – IKEA Foundation 
   The IKEA Foundation is challenging designers and creative thinkers from around the world to 
come up with new design solutions which will help refugees in urban areas. 
The What Design Can Do Refugee Challenge, launched today, calls for innovative solutions to 
support refugees arriving in urban areas, and to help them integrate. 
 
   The IKEA Foundation is teaming up with What Design Can Do, an Amsterdam-based design 
platform, and the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) to run the challenge. The five 
winning ideas, to be announced on 1 July, will receive funding up to €10,000 and expert 
support to develop their ideas into feasible plans and working prototypes. 
  
How design can help 
    According to UNHCR, more than 60% of the world’s 19 million refugees live in urban areas, a 
figure set to rise. The challenges society faces in accommodating and integrating refugees are 
complex, which is where designers and creative thinkers can help by using their skills to come 
up with new solutions. 
 
   “IKEA Foundation supports refugees and the poorest communities all over the world, but 
given the size of the problem, much more is needed,” says Jonathan Spampinato, Head of 
Strategic Planning and Communications at IKEA Foundation. “We are in a unique position to 
facilitate innovation by bringing together unlikely partners and advancing solutions to pressing 
societal issues.” 
 
   The international jury will include Marcus Engman, Head of Design at IKEA, along with other 
renowned design professionals. Marcus says: ““Design is a great tool to make things better. 
Let’s put it into use for something more than just doing things. Let’s put it in the hands of the 
great talents of today and then give them the toughest challenge of them all – solving the 
needs of the many who have almost nothing. That is what Democratic Design is all about to me 
– making form, function, quality, sustainability accessible for the many, not just for the few.” 
More about the challenge: whatdesigncando.com/challenge 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Zika virus  [to 20 February 2016] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
http://www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/en/ 
 
Zika Strategic Response Framework Announcement 
Zika Outbreak: WHO's Global Emergency Response Plan 
Global prevention and control strategy  
16 February 2016  
WHO has launched a global Strategic Response Framework and Joint Operations Plan to guide 
the international response to the spread of Zika virus infection and the neonatal malformations 
and neurological conditions associated with it.  

http://www.ikeafoundation.org/new-global-design-challenge-will-make-life-better-for-refugees/
http://www.whatdesigncando.com/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/response/en/
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The strategy focuses on mobilizing and coordinating partners, experts and resources to help 
countries enhance surveillance of the Zika virus and disorders that could be linked to it, improve 
vector control, effectively communicate risks, guidance and protection measures, provide 
medical care to those affected and fast-track research and development of vaccines, diagnostics 
and therapeutics.  

WHO says $56 million is required to implement the Strategic Response Framework and Joint 
Operations Plan, of which $25 million would fund the WHO/AMRO/PAHO response and $31 
million would fund the work of key partners. In the interim, WHO has tapped a recently 
established emergency contingency fund to finance its initial operations. 

As part of WHO’s new emergency programme, the agency’s headquarters activated an Incident 
Management System to oversee the global response and leverage expertise from across the 
organization to address the crisis.  

WHO’s Regional Office for the Americas (AMRO/PAHO) has been working closely with affected 
countries since May 2015, when the first reports of Zika virus disease emerged from 
northeastern Brazil. AMRO/PAHO and partner specialists were deployed to help health ministries 
detect and track the virus, contain its spread, advise on clinical management of Zika and 
investigate the spikes in microcephaly and Guillain-Barré syndrome in areas where Zika 
outbreaks have occurred. AMRO/PAHO will continue to work with partners to manage the 
response in the Americas. 

WHO is issuing regular information and guidance on the congenital and neurological conditions 
associated with Zika virus disease, as well as related health, safety and travel issues. 

Working with partners, WHO is also mapping efforts to develop vaccines, therapies, diagnostic 
tests and new vector control tactics and putting in place mechanisms to expedite data sharing, 
product development and clinical trials… 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
We generally do not include media reports in this Week in Review section, but the implications 
of the front-page Financial Times story below for NGOs and humanitarian actors involved in  
Syria and the larger region suggested inclusion. 
 
Russia steps up Syria cyber assault 
Financial Times, February 19, 2016 8:40 pm 
Sam Jones, Defence and Security Editor 
 
Russia is mounting a far-reaching cyber espionage campaign against Syrian opposition groups 
and NGOs, as Moscow seeks to influence the flow of information on the country’s humanitarian 
crisis and obscure the full extent of its military operations there. 
 
Targets include some of the most important human rights organisations and aid groups 
operating in the country, such as the Syrian Observatory of Human Rights, which reports on 

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/1e97a43e-d726-11e5-829b-8564e7528e54.html#axzz40l2vSAbF
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military incidents and is frequently cited in western media outlets, the Financial Times has 
learnt. The operation shares many of the hallmarks of Moscow’s sustained hacking campaign 
against the Ukrainian government in 2013 and 2014.  
 
Details of the Syrian campaign were discussed with two senior intelligence officials, one from 
Europe and one from a country neighbouring Syria. The operation was large in scale and 
systematic in nature, one of them said, speaking on condition of anonymity, adding that the 
campaign was directed by the FSB, Russia’s state security agency. 
 
Governmental and private sector groups have also been heavily targeted in Turkey, reflecting 
Ankara’s role as a protagonist in the battle for Syria. “There’s a major Russian cyber response 
right now because of a worsening relationship [with Ankara],” the regional intelligence official 
said, citing Turkey’s shooting down of a Russian jet in November as a turning point. 
 
It is unclear just how many organisations have been compromised, but the malware used by 
the Russian agents could be used to erase data, propagate disinformation from official accounts 
or gather intelligence on highly sensitive targets gleaned from NGOs’ contact book… 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
18 February 2016  
SC/12249 
Onus on Both Sides of Middle East Conflict to Shape Their Future as Violence Rages 
Unabated, Special Coordinator for Peace Process Tells Security Council 
   The Israeli-Palestinian-Israeli conflict had reached a pivotal point, and with no signs of an end 
to the violence that erupted in October, the onus was on both sides to shape their future before 
the opponents of peace decided their fate for them, the Secretary-General’s Special Coordinator 
for the Middle East Peace Process told the Security Council today. 
 
18 February 2016  
GA/11762 
Honouring Boutros Boutros-Ghali, General Assembly Says Former Secretary-General 
Instrumental in Shaping United Nations Response to Post-Cold War Realities 
   The General Assembly held a plenary meeting this morning to pay tribute to the memory of 
the United Nations’ sixth Secretary-General, Boutros Boutros-Ghali. 
 
16 February 2016  

http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12249.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12249.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11762.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11762.doc.htm
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SC/12243 
Security Council Urged to Impress Importance of Facilitating ‘Unconditional’ 
Humanitarian Access, Protecting Civilians upon Warring Parties in Yemen 
   After nearly a year of fighting that had caused immeasurable suffering in Yemen, it was more 
urgent than ever to address the human catastrophe unfolding in that war-torn country, United 
Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Stephen O’Brien told the Security Council today, urging it 
to impress upon the warring parties the importance of facilitating unconditional humanitarian 
access and protecting civilians. 
 
15 February 2016  
SC/12241 
Speakers in Security Council Urge Balance between UN Role in State Sovereignty, 
Human Rights Protection, But Differ over Interpretation of Charter Principles 
   Speakers today called for the United Nations to strike a balance between the fundamental 
principle of State sovereignty and the need to protect human rights, as the Security Council 
held a day-long debate on the tenets of the Organization’s Charter. 
 
15 February 2016  
SG/SM/17541 
Secretary-General Welcomes Presidential Election Results in Haiti 
   The Secretary-General welcomes the 14 February election by the National Assembly of Haiti 
of a Provisional President of the Republic.  This election stems from the agreement signed on 6 
February between Haitian stakeholders to preserve institutional continuity and further the 
electoral process. 
   Welcoming this crucial first step, the Secretary-General encourages all parties to work 
together towards the implementation of the road map contained in the agreement to ensure the 
return to constitutional normality. 
   The Secretary-General expresses his confidence that the stabilization of Haiti and the 
democratic process will continue in a peaceful and collaborative manner. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 20 February 
2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases 
UN Human Rights Chief deeply concerned by China clampdown on lawyers and 
activists  
   GENEVA (16 February) – UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein said 
on Tuesday he had raised concerns and sought clarifications from the Chinese authorities about 
the recent arrests of lawyers, and harassment and intimidation of Government critics and NGO 
workers.   
   “We are seeing a very worrying pattern in China that has serious implications for civil society 
and the important work they do across the country,” the High Commissioner said. “Civil society 
actors, from lawyers and journalists to NGO workers, have the right to carry out their work, and 
it is the States’ duty to support and protect them,” he said. 
   The High Commissioner said he appreciated the opportunity to raise such cases with Chinese 
officials in Geneva, and acknowledged their efforts to clarify the matters at issue. However, the 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12243.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12243.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12241.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12241.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17541.doc.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17050&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17050&LangID=E
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responses he received indicate that the authorities “too often reflexively confuse the legitimate 
role of lawyers and activists with threats to public order and security.”… 
 
Afghanistan: civilian casualties hit new high in 2015  
   KABUL/GENEVA (14 February 2016) – The number of civilian casualties in Afghanistan during 
2015 are the highest recorded, the UN said today on the release of its 2015 Annual Report on 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict.  
   The annual report, produced by the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 
(UNAMA) in coordination with the UN Human Rights Office, shows that increased ground 
fighting in and around populated areas, along with suicide and other attacks in major cities, 
were the main causes of conflict-related civilian deaths and injuries in 2015. 
   “This report records yet another rise in the number of civilians hurt or killed. The harm done 
to civilians is totally unacceptable,” said Nicholas Haysom, the Secretary-General’s Special 
Representative for Afghanistan and head of UNAMA. “We call on those inflicting this pain on the 
people of Afghanistan to take concrete action to protect civilians and put a stop to the killing 
and maiming of civilians in 2016.”  
   UNAMA documented 11,002 civilian casualties (3,545 deaths and 7,457 injured) in 2015, 
exceeding the previous record levels of civilian casualties that occurred in 2014. The latest 
figures show an overall increase of four per cent during 2015 in total civilian casualties from the 
previous year. UNAMA began its systematic documentation of civilian casualties in 2009.  
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 20 February 2016] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
19 Feb 2016 
Afghanistan Reiterates Commitment to End Recruitment and Use of Children in 
National Security Forces 

 
15 Feb 2016 
Human Rights Council Report: Increasingly Complex and Widening Conflicts Take 
Huge Toll on Children in 2015 
[see Week in Review for  more detail] 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 20 February 2016] 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17040&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/afghanistan-reiterates-commitment-end-recruitment-national-forces/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/afghanistan-reiterates-commitment-end-recruitment-national-forces/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/human-rights-council-report-2016/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/human-rights-council-report-2016/
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http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
20 Feb 2016  
Iraq: Thousands of civilians are trapped in Iraq and in desperate need of 
humanitarian assistance  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, UN Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator in Iraq Country: Iraq (Baghdad/Erbil, 20 February 2016): The United Nations is 
deeply worried about thousands of civilians who are trapped in Fallujah and in Sinjar district. 
“Urgent steps need to be taken to alleviate the suffering of people struggling to survive in Iraq. 
As humanitarians, we have a common responsibility to save lives… 
 
19 Feb 2016  
South Sudan: South Sudan: Humanitarian Coordinator Condemns Death and 
Destruction in Malakal Protection of Civilians Site  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: South Sudan (Juba, 19 
February 2016): The Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan is deeply saddened by the 
tragic killing of at least 18 people, including two aid workers, and appalled by the destruction of 
humanitarian facilities and civilian shelters, during the violence in Malakal Protection of Civilians 
(PoC) site.  
 
19 Feb 2016  
Pakistan: International Donor mission observes the resilience of the returnees of 
Bara  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Pakistan Mr. Neil 
Buhne, the Humanitarian Coordinator for Pakistan, and humanitarian donors representing 
Canada and Sweden respectively, visited return areas in Bara, Khyber Agency, on 18 February, 
2016. The objective of the visit was to observe the delivery of humanitarian assistance to 
returnees and meet officials and implementing partners of the Pakistan Humanitarian Pooled 
Fund (PHPF),,, 
 
18 Feb 2016  
World: Latin America and the Caribbean: Sustained support needed as El Nino 
batters fragile region  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Colombia, Haiti, World 
(New York, 18 February 2016):   The Director of Operations for the Office of the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, John Ging, urged the international community to maintain support for 
Latin American countries facing the devastating impacts of El Nino, extreme poverty and 
political fragility.  
 
18 Feb 2016  
Yemen: Yemen humanitarian response plan requests US$1.8 billion to assist over 13 
million people with live-saving assistance [EN/AR]  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Yemen (Geneva and 
Sana’a, 18 February 2016) - The humanitarian community in Yemen is today launching an 

http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/thousands-civilians-are-trapped-iraq-and-desperate-need-humanitarian-assistance
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/thousands-civilians-are-trapped-iraq-and-desperate-need-humanitarian-assistance
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-humanitarian-coordinator-condemns-death-and-destruction-malakal
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-humanitarian-coordinator-condemns-death-and-destruction-malakal
http://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/international-donor-mission-observes-resilience-returnees-bara
http://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/international-donor-mission-observes-resilience-returnees-bara
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/latin-america-and-caribbean-sustained-support-needed-el-nino-batters-fragile-region
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/latin-america-and-caribbean-sustained-support-needed-el-nino-batters-fragile-region
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-requests-us18-billion-assist-over-13-million-people
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-requests-us18-billion-assist-over-13-million-people
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appeal for US$1.8 billion to provide critical and life-saving assistance to 13.6 million people who 
have been affected by the escalation in conflict across the country. “Yemen’s plight has often 
been overshadowed by crises elsewhere in the region and the world,” said Jamie McGoldrick, 
the Humanitarian Coordinator.  
 
17 Feb 2016  
Sudan: Number of civilians displaced by recent Darfur conflict increases to 73,000 
[EN/AR]  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Sudan Khartoum, 17 
February 2016. The number of civilians displaced as a result of the recent conflict in Darfur’s 
Jebel Marra area has increased from 38,000 to 73,000, according to the latest estimates by the 
United Nations. Civilians have been fleeing the Jebel Marra since hostilities between the 
government and a faction of the Sudan Liberation Army escalated mid-January, and have been 
arriving in three main locations...  
 
17 Feb 2016  
occupied Palestinian territory: Humanitarian Coordinator calls on Israel to halt 
demolitions in the occupied West Bank immediately and to respect international law 
[EN/HE]  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, UN Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator for the oPt Country: occupied Palestinian territory Jerusalem, 17 February 2016 The 
Coordinator for Humanitarian and UN Development Activities for the occupied Palestinian 
territory (oPt), Robert Piper, today called for an immediate halt to the destruction of Palestinian-
owned property in the occupied West Bank and for respect for international law. 
 
 
UNICEF [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html 
Selected Press Releases 
With growing numbers of child deaths at sea, UN agencies call for enhancing safety 
for refugees and migrants 
GENEVA, 19 February 2016  
[see Week in Review above for details] 
 
Two years on, Ukraine conflict affects over half a million children - UNICEF 
   GENEVA/ NEW YORK/KYIV, Ukraine, 19 February 2016 – The conflict in Ukraine has deeply 
affected the lives of 580,000 children living in non-government controlled areas and close to the 
front  line in eastern Ukraine, UNICEF said today. Of these, 200,000 – or one in three – need 
psychosocial support. 
 
UNICEF: Malnutrition mounts as El Niño takes hold 
   JOHANNESBURG/NAIROBI, Kenya, 17 February 2016 – Almost one million children are in 
need of treatment for severe acute malnutrition in Eastern and Southern Africa, UNICEF said 
today. Two years of erratic rain and drought have combined with one of the most powerful El 
Niño events in 50 years to wreak havoc on the lives of the most vulnerable children.  
 
Strikes against children in a hospital in Syria - Statement by the Executive Director 
of UNICEF, Anthony Lake 

http://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/number-civilians-displaced-recent-darfur-conflict-increases-73000-enar
http://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/number-civilians-displaced-recent-darfur-conflict-increases-73000-enar
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-coordinator-calls-israel-halt-demolitions
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-coordinator-calls-israel-halt-demolitions
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-coordinator-calls-israel-halt-demolitions
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90271.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90271.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90268.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90252.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90212.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90212.html
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   NEW YORK, 15 February, 2016 – We at UNICEF are appalled by reports of attacks against 
four medical facilities in Syria – two of which were supported by UNICEF. One is a child and 
maternal hospital where children were reportedly killed and scores evacuated. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40 
Press Releases 
19 February 2016 
With growing numbers of child deaths at sea, UN agencies call for enhancing safety 
for refugees and migrants 
[see Week in Review above for details] 
 
19 February 2016 
UNHCR stresses right to asylum of Mozambicans crossing into Malawi  
   As the number of Mozambicans fleeing to Malawi continues to grow, UNHCR is calling on all 
parties to respect their right to seek asylum amid signs of pressure to return. More than 6,000 
have arrived in Malawi since mid-December, citing clashes between armed elements of the 
opposition RENAMO and government forces. 
   Nearly all of the new arrivals are staying in a settlement in Kapise village, Mwanza district, 
some 100 kilometres south of Malawi's capital, Lilongwe, with others scattered throughout the 
neighbouring district of Chikwawa. 
   Mozambican government officials have visited Kapise at least three times since mid-January 
to ask people why they fled, discuss the possibility of returning to their places of origin and 
monitor the humanitarian situation of their fellow citizens. The Mozambican government has 
offered to provide socio-economic assistance should they return. 
   UNHCR has expressed concern to both governments that the right to seek asylum and the 
principle of voluntary repatriation, as enshrined in the UN and Organization for African Union 
(OAU) conventions on refugees, should not be compromised. Both governments were reminded 
of their international obligations toward refugees and asylum seekers and the principles of 
voluntary return as regards this caseload. UNHCR calls upon all parties to respect the 
humanitarian nature of the influx of Mozambicans into Malawi… 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
02/19/16 
With Increasing Child Deaths at Sea, IOM and UN Partner Agencies Urge Greater 
Protection for Migrants and Refugees  
Switzerland - An average of two children have drowned every day since September 2015 as 
families try to cross the Mediterranean. 
 
Mediterranean Migrant and Refugee Arrivals Top 90,000 in 2016 
02/19/16 
Greece - Cold weather contributed to a sharp drop in arrivals in Greece from Turkey, although 
the number topped 3,350 on February 17th, after many days of slow movement. 
 

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40
http://www.unhcr.org/56c6e7676.html
http://www.unhcr.org/56c6e7676.html
http://www.unhcr.org/56c5cd536.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/increasing-child-deaths-sea-iom-and-un-partner-agencies-urge-greater-protection-migrants-and
http://www.iom.int/news/increasing-child-deaths-sea-iom-and-un-partner-agencies-urge-greater-protection-migrants-and
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-and-refugee-arrivals-top-90000-2016
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IOM Responds to Humanitarian Needs after Fighting in Malakal, South Sudan  
02/19/16 
South Sudan - IOM is responding to urgent humanitarian needs after heavy fighting erupted 
between armed actors in a UN protection of civilians (PoC) site. 
 
IOM, Mozambique Launch a Diaspora Engagement Project 
02/19/16 
Mozambique - In September 2015, IOM Mozambique and the National Institute for Mozambican 
Communities in the Diaspora (INACE) received funding from the IOM Development Fund (IDF) 
to further involve the Mozambican diaspora in Mozambique’s development process. 
 
IOM, ICMPD, Latin American Governments Meet to Discuss Migrants Caught in 
Crises  
02/19/16 
Costa Rica - Officials from 20 Latin America and Caribbean governments have met in San José, 
Costa Rica, to share ideas on how to support migrants caught in countries affected by conflict 
or natural disasters. 
 
Indonesia National Police Chief Launches Two-Year IOM Training Programme for 
7,000 Female Officers 
02/19/16 
Indonesia - Indonesia’s half-million strong national police force (INP) will train thousands of 
female officers (polwan) in the second phase of its latest collaboration with IOM, launched this 
week in Lampung province on the island of Sumatra. 
 
 
UN Women  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.unwomen.org/news/stories 
Date:  19 February 2016  
Pakistan’s Fiza Farhan appointed Member of the UN’s first-ever High-Level Panel on 
Women’s Economic Empowerment  
 
Women’s Situation Room to contribute to a peaceful electoral process in Uganda  
Date:  17 February 2016  
   The official opening of the Uganda Women’s Situation Room was held on 15 February 2016 at 
the Sheraton Hotel in Kampala. The Women’s Situation Room is an early warning and rapid 
response mechanism against violence arising before, during and after elections.  
 
“Youth must be at the centre of achieving the 2030 Agenda” — Lakshmi Puri  
Date:  17 February 2016  
   Remarks by UN Assistant Secretary-General and UN Women Deputy Executive Director 
Lakshmi Puri at the Youth Annual Assembly of the United Nations on 17 February, in New York.  
 
Strengthening the capacity of networks of women with disabilities on humanitarian 
action  
Date:  16 February 2016  
   Women leaders with disabilities from the Network of African Women with Disabilities 
(NAWWD) representing 10 African countries, and refugee women with disabilities met in 

http://www.iom.int/news/iom-responds-humanitarian-needs-after-fighting-malakal-south-sudan
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-mozambique-launch-diaspora-engagement-project
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-icmpd-latin-american-governments-meet-discuss-migrants-caught-crises
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-icmpd-latin-american-governments-meet-discuss-migrants-caught-crises
http://www.iom.int/news/indonesia-national-police-chief-launches-two-year-iom-training-programme-7000-female-officers
http://www.iom.int/news/indonesia-national-police-chief-launches-two-year-iom-training-programme-7000-female-officers
http://www.unwomen.org/news/stories
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/2/fiza-farhan-appointed-member-of-panel-on-wee
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/2/fiza-farhan-appointed-member-of-panel-on-wee
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/2/uganda-womens-situation-room
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/2/lakshmi-puri-speech-at-youth-assembly
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/2/strengthening-the-capacity-of-networks-of-women-with-disabilities-on-humanitarian-action
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/2/strengthening-the-capacity-of-networks-of-women-with-disabilities-on-humanitarian-action
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Nairobi, Kenya from February 11-12 to participate in the workshop "Enhancing the Network's 
Humanitarian Advocacy at Regional and Global Events".  
 
“Sport has huge potential to empower women and girls” — Lakshmi Puri  
Date:  16 February 2016  
   Remarks by Ms. Lakshmi Puri, UN Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Executive Director 
of UN Women at “The Value of Hosting Mega Sport Events as a Social, Economic and 
Environmental Sustainable Development Tool” event on 16 February, 2016.  
 
 
WHO & Regionals [to 20 February 2016] 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record (WER) 19 February 2016, vol. 91, 7 (pp. 73–88) - 
:: Zika virus infection: global update on epidemiology and potentially associated clinical 
manifestations 
:: Risk communication – A moving target in the fight against infectious hazards and epidemics 
:: Monthly report on dracunculiasis cases, January– December 2015 
 
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
WHO African Region AFRO  
:: Experts wrap up workshop on cancer registries 
   Brazzaville 12 February 2016 – Cancer control experts from nineteen French-speaking 
countries in Africa wrapped up a five-day workshop aimed at building their capacity to tackle 
the rising tide of cancer in the Region. The workshop which began on 8 February 2016, in 
Brazzaville, Congo brought together over forty high-level participants from ministries of health. 
It was organized by the World Health Organization Regional Office for Africa in collaboration 
with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), International Agency for Research on 
Cancer  (IARC), African Cancer Registries Network (AFCRN) and the Registre des cancers de 
Brazzaville...  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO  
:: PAHO defines excess levels of sugar, salt and fat in processed food and drink products 
(02/19/2016)  
:: PAHO and EQUATOR Network provide tools in Portuguese to promote excellence in research 
reporting  
(02/19/2016)  
:: PAHO aims for faster diagnosis, more integration in combat against Zika, Dengue and 
Chikungunya viruses  
(02/15/2016) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Newly updated training aims to improve quality of care for mothers and newborns 19-02-
2016  

http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/2/lakshmi-puri-speech-at-value-of-hosting-mega-sport-event
http://www.who.int/entity/wer/2016/wer9107.pdf?ua=1
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/8341-experts-wrap-up-workshop-on-cancer-registries.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/8341-experts-wrap-up-workshop-on-cancer-registries.html
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11685&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11684&Itemid=1926&lang=en
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http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11671&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11671&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Life-stages/maternal-and-newborn-health/news/news/2016/02/newly-updated-training-aims-to-improve-quality-of-care-for-mothers-and-newborns2
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:: Risk assessment of the 2015–2016 influenza season confirms that A(H1N1) is circulating as a 
seasonal virus but is included in the vaccine 18-02-2016 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO reaches 5 besieged areas in Syria with life-saving medicines 
19 February 2016  
:: WHO condemns multiple attacks on health facilities in the Syrian Arab Republic 
 
17 February 2016 – WHO is appalled at the recent attacks on health care facilities in the Syrian 
Arab Republic. These attacks have resulted in at least 14 people being killed, including 4 health 
care workers, and have left many others severely injured. Sadly, such attacks on health facilities 
and health workers are increasing in both frequency and scale. These attacks have severe 
immediate and long-term consequences, depriving Syria’s most vulnerable populations of life-
saving health care.  
:: Is Zika on our doorstep? 
17 February 2016 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Feb 19, 2016  
UNDP at 50: Global Ministers meet to chart course for future 
   In 2016, UNDP will celebrate 50 years at the heart of international development. To mark the 
occasion, Ministers from across the world will meet in New York on February 24 to chart a 
course for the future of global development. 
 
Colombia: The Government, the UN and the international community launch new 
fund for stabilization and post-conflict peacebuilding 
Feb 17, 2016 
   A new Multi-Donor Trust Fund, “Colombia in Peace”, rooted in the financial structure 
established by the country, aims to catalyse resources in order to generate, from this very day, 
favorable conditions for peace, and eventually, support the implementation of the peace 
agreements. 
 
 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/influenza/news/news/2016/02/risk-assessment-of-the-20152016-influenza-season-confirms-that-ah1n1-is-circulating-as-a-seasonal-virus-but-is-included-in-the-vaccine2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/influenza/news/news/2016/02/risk-assessment-of-the-20152016-influenza-season-confirms-that-ah1n1-is-circulating-as-a-seasonal-virus-but-is-included-in-the-vaccine2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-reaches-5-besieged-areas-with-life-saving-medicines.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-condemns-multiple-attacks-on-health-facilities-in-the-syrian-arab-republic.html
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http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/02/19/undp-at-50-global-ministers-meet-to-chart-course-for-future.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/02/02/17/el-gobierno-de-colombia-y-las-naciones-unidas-lanzan-fondo-para-estabilizaci-n-y-construcci-n-de-paz-en-el-posconflicto-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/02/02/17/el-gobierno-de-colombia-y-las-naciones-unidas-lanzan-fondo-para-estabilizaci-n-y-construcci-n-de-paz-en-el-posconflicto-.html
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UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 20 February 2016] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Steering Committee on Partnerships for Small Island Developing States  
25 Feb 2016  
3:00 PM - 4:15 PM 
ECOSOC Chamber  
 

 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
United Nations Statistical Commission- 47th Session (2016)  
The documents of the forty-seventh session of the Statistical Commission, to be held in New 
York from 8 - 11 March 2016 are available here.  
47th session documents 
 
Third meeting of the IAEG-SDGs  
30 MAR - 1 APR 2016   Mexico City 
   The third meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 30 March to 1 April 2016 in Mexico City, Mexico. The 
meeting will be hosted jointly by the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI) and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico. 
Meeting objectives 
:: Establishment of a tier system for indicators 
:: Establishment of procedures for the methodological review of indicators, including approval 
mechanisms of needed revisions  
:: Development of global reporting mechanisms, including identifying entities responsible for 
compiling data for global reporting on individual indicators and discussing data flow from the 
national to the global level 
:: Discussion of the work plan and next steps 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
18/02/2016  
From Asthma to Zika: UNEP tackles links between health and environment  
   …UN Environment Programme Executive Director Achim Steiner stressed that the links 
between health and environment are fundamental, and that international action can have a 
profound impact.  
   "The spread of Zika, just as with Ebola, has sent a strong signal to the international 
community that there is a need for increased attention to the linkages between environment 
and health," he said. "There is a growing awareness that humans, through their intervention in 
the environment, play a vital role in exacerbating or mitigating health risks."  
   Mr. Steiner was addressing UNEP's Committee of Permanent Representatives (CPR), a group 
of 300 delegates representing over 140 countries and major groups. The CPR is meeting at 
UNEP's Nairobi headquarters this week to prepare for the United Nations Environment Assembly 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/partnerships/events/steering-committe-partnerships
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/documents/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/documents/
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-03/
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs
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http://www.inegi.org.mx/
http://www.sre.gob.mx/
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(UNEA), the world's highest-level decision-making body on the environment, which will convene 
at the end of May… 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html 
18 February 2016, New York  
New website shares tools to strengthen sustainable development capacities 
   “Upon the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development last September, the 
demand for the use of modelling tools to support national governments to adapt their national 
plans or policies to the sustainable development goals has increased,” said Lenni Montiel, UN 
DESA’s Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development. “With this in mind, we are 
launching today the website Modelling Tools for Sustainable Development Policies,” he said, 
presenting the new platform at a workshop at UN headquarters in New York.  
  Website: https://unite.un.org/analytics/desa/modellingtools 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Press Releases/News 
19 February 2016  
UNESCO Director-General calls on all parties to protect Yemeni heritage 
 
17 February 2016  
Italy creates a UNESCO Emergency Task Force for Culture 
 
16 February 2016  
UNESCO Director-General: "Protecting culture is a moral responsibility and a 
security issue" 
   On 16 February 2016, UNESCO’s Director-General, Ms Irina Bokova, and the Italian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Mr Paolo Gentiloni, signed an agreement for the establishment of an Italian 
Task Force for the protection of cultural heritage, in the framework of UNESCO Global Coalition 
“Unite4Heritage”. The Task Force members will be ready to deploy, at the request of UNESCO, 
to assist in safeguarding cultural heritage at risk. 
   …The establishment of a Task Force bringing together cultural heritage experts and members 
of the Italian Carabinieri specialized in the fight against the illicit trafficking of cultural property 
constitutes an innovative approach. It marks a significant step to reinforce our capacity to 
respond to future emergencies.”   
   The creation of this Task Force by the Italian Government comes as a direct response to the 
destruction of cultural heritage in the Middle East and across the globe in recent conflicts. 
UNESCO Member States have adopted a Strategy for the reinforcement of the protection of 
culture and the promotion of cultural pluralism. The Strategy was adopted by the General 
Conference in November 2015. It calls on Member States to contribute to its implementation, 
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http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/policy/tools-for-sustainable-development.html
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notably through the establishment of mechanisms for the rapid deployment of national experts 
in situations of emergency, under the coordination of UNESCO.   
   Irina Bokova expressed her confidence that “this Task Force, and the agreement signed in 
Rome with the Italian Government, will become a model for other countries.” The Italian 
Minister of foreign Affairs, M. Gentiloni undescored that “Terrorists targeting cultural heritage 
aim to destroy culture, education and the human capacity to grow with the full consciousness of 
what binds humanity in its cultural diversity and its pluralistic and inclusive vision.”   
   The recent large-scale and systematic destruction and looting of cultural sites has highlighted 
the strong connection between the cultural, humanitarian and security responses to conflict and 
terrorism. Attacks against cultural heritage and diversity are also attacks against people, their 
rights, and their security. Under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, the 
deliberate destruction of cultural heritage is a war crime. In the face of these unprecedented 
challenges, the need was recognized for new and more effective approaches by UNESCO 
building on existing international legal instruments, notably the 1954 Convention for the 
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, and enhancing the scope of their 
application, as well as the range of intervention of UNESCO…  
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/ 
17-02-2016 
Agricultural Biotechnologies: Giving voice to family farmers' needs and concerns 
   About 500 scientists, representatives of government, civil society, the private sector, 
academia, farmers' associations and cooperatives took part in the symposium discussing 
agricultural biotechnologies much broader than genetically modified organisms. 
 
FAO Director-General stresses UN agency's role as a neutral forum 
   The meeting came following concerns expressed by civil society representatives that not all 
stakeholders were being given equal opportunity to have their voices heard at the symposium 
and that participation at the symposium was skewed in favour of the private sector. 
16-02-2016 
 
The potential of agricultural biotechnologies in assisting family farmers 
   Opening the FAO-hosted international symposium "The Role of Agricultural Biotechnologies in 
Sustainable Food Systems and Nutrition", Graziano da Silva stressed the need for "a broad 
portfolio of tools and approaches to eradicate hunger, fight every form of malnutrition and 
achieve sustainable agriculture." 
15-02-2016 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2016/en/
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http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/383082/icode/
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FAO and EL PAÍS join forces to improve coverage of food and agriculture 
   FAO and Grupo PRISA, publisher of Madrid-based daily EL PAÍS, have agreed to collaborate to 
improve public awareness of critical issues related to hunger, agriculture and food systems. 
15-02-2016 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/index.htm 
18 February 2016 –  
Break the chain of desperation that leads to emergencies and humanitarian 
disasters, IFAD President tells development leaders in Rome 
Arabic | French | Italian | Spanish 
   Rome, 18 February 2016 – Against a backdrop of new reports that show the number of 
refugees entering Europe has continued to skyrocket, senior government officials attending the 
final day of the International Fund for Agricultural Development’s 39th Governing Council, 
renewed their commitment to invest in smallholder agriculture and reduce poverty in developing 
countries. 
   Recognizing that rural development plays a fundamental role in stabilizing communities and 
reducing migration and conflict, IFAD President Kanayo F. Nwanze told leaders that “by working 
together to deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) – starting with zero poverty 
and zero hunger – we can break the chain of desperation” that leads to emergencies and 
humanitarian disaster.  
   Urgent calls for action in support of increased investment in smallholder agricultural to ensure 
food security, climate change adaptation, equitable prosperity and ultimately to remove the root 
causes that lead to conflict and migration, were shared throughout the two-day conference, 
held annually in Rome for senior government officials representing IFAD’s 176 member states… 
 
17 February 2016 –  
Achieving new Global Goals will require increased investments in smallholder 
agriculture say development leaders at Rome conference  
Arabic | English |French | Italian| Spanish 
 
16 February 2016 –  
IFAD-support project in Swaziland helps farmers combat drought and boost food 
and nutrition security 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
International labour standards 
ILO publishes the annual report on the Application of Conventions and 
Recommendations   
05 February 2016  
   The Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, whose 
work constitutes the cornerstone of the ILO's supervisory system on international labour 
standards, has just published its annual report. 
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ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
19/2/16 
ICAO Council President Aliu Achieves Wide-Ranging Progress during Mission to Asia-
Pacific 
 
18/2/16 
ICAO and Uruguay Partner on Recent Aviation Safety Improvements 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 20 February 2016] 
https://www.wmo.int/media/news 
Record heat continues in January 
19 February 2016  
   Record heat experienced in 2015 continued in January 2016, fuelled by El Niño and long-term 
climate change… 
 
Caribbean Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology forecasts end of drought 
18 February 2016  
   The drought conditions which have affected the Caribbean region since late 2014 / early 2015 
are expected to subside by the start of the 2016 Hurricane season. But there may be a risk of 
landslides and flashfloods as the rains return… 
 
Exceptionally strong El Niño has passed its peak, but impacts continue 
18 February 2016  
   The powerful 2015-2016 El Niño has passed its peak but remains strong and will continue to 
influence the global climate, according to the latest update from the World Meteorological 
Organization. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
17 February 2016 
Global manufacturing increased modestly in 2015 as growth slowed in developing 
and emerging industrial economies - UNIDO report 
   VIENNA, 17 February 2016 - Global manufacturing production rose by just 2.8 per cent in 
2015 as developing and emerging industrial economies registered reduced growth rates, 
according to the 2016 edition of the International Yearbook of Industrial Statistics released in 
Vienna today. 
 
UNIDO providing electricity to displaced communities in Sudan’s Darfur region… 
Tuesday, 16 February 2016 
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   KHARTOUM, 16 February 2016 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO), along with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and other United 
Nations agencies, is working to implement the “Darfur Solar Electrification Project”. This US$5.7 
million project will install and operate solar energy systems in areas serving the public, such 
community centres, hospitals, police stations, and schools in 70 settlements. It will also power 
street lighting in many urban areas. The project will directly benefit 7,000 households of 
returned refugees and indirectly another 20-30,000 returned refugees living in satellite 
villages… 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
17 February 2016 
Andorra to host 9th World Congress on Snow and Mountain Tourism 
   Discussing the challenges and opportunities in snow and mountain tourism as well as 
evaluating new business models and the need to incorporate innovative and sustainable 
practices are the main objectives of the 9th World Congress on Snow and Mountain Tourism. 
The event, organized by the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and the Government of 
Andorra, will take place in Sant Julià de Lòria, Andorra, on 2-4 March.  
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
2016-02-19  
Press release: Gender-responsive biodiversity policy 
   For three days in Mexico City over 65 women and men working on issues related to gender 
and biodiversity in Mexico came together to share experiences and provide input into the 
development of a gender-responsive National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP). 
 
2016-02-15  
Nominations open for The MIDORI Prize for Biodiversity 2016 
   Tokyo/Montreal, 15 February 2016 – With the aim to encourage positive action for 
biodiversity and inspire others by showcasing the notable work of those it honours, nominations 
are now invited for the MIDORI Prize for Biodiversity 2016. The call for nominations remains 
open from 15 February to 30 June 2016. 

  

:::::: 
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USAID [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 20 February 2016] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
17 February 2016 
UK leads humanitarian response to food crisis in Malawi 
DFID and Scotland Office   Press release 
   The UK is stepping up humanitarian support including food packages and medical supplies to 
help Malawi’s most vulnerable families survive one of the country’s worst food shortage crises in 
over a decade… 
 
 
ECHO  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
16/02/2016 
Deadly attacks on hospitals and schools in Syria – Statement  
   High Representative and Vice President of the European Commission Federica Mogherini and 
EU Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides have 
released this joint statement… 
 
EU launches new European Medical Corps to respond faster to emergencies 
15/02/2016 
   The EU today launches the European Medical Corps to help mobilise medical and public 
health teams and equipment for emergencies inside and outside the EU… 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
February 18, 2016  
1st Steering Committee Meeting of the Programme: ‘Building Disaster Resilience to 
Natural Hazards in Sub-Saharan African Regions, Countries and Communities’. 18 
Feb 2016, AU Commission. Addis Ababa.  
 
February 16, 2016   |   Press Releases  
Mining Indaba 2016: The African Union Commission Launches the Compact of the 
African Mining Vision (AMV)  
 
  
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
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February 17th, 2016|ASEAN Secretariat News, Statement & Communiques 
Joint Statement of the ASEAN-U.S. Special Leaders’ Summit: Sunnylands Declaration 
   We the Heads of State/Government of the Member States of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the United States of America gathered in Sunnylands, California, on 
February 15-16, 2016, for a Special Leaders Summit.  This Special ASEAN – U.S. Leaders 
Summit was the first ever to be held in the United States and [...] 
Download the full statement here. 
 
February 15th, 2016|ASEAN Secretariat News, Press Release 
ASEAN to Promote Biodiversity Conservation for Sustainable Development 
   BANGKOK, 15 February 2016 - More than 500 biodiversity stakeholders gathered today in 
Bangkok for the ASEAN Conference on Biodiversity 2016 (ACB2016). The Conference, with the 
theme “Biodiversity for Sustainable Development,” is held for the second time after the first 
Conference in 2009 in Singapore.  
 
 
European Union  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
Keynote Speech by Commissioner Avramopoulos at the 2016 Harvard European 
Conference: Europe at the Crossroads of the Migration and Security Crises  
Date: 20/02/2016  
European Commission - Speech - [Check Against Delivery] Cambridge, MA, 20 February 2016 
Ladies and gentlemen, It is an honour to be with you here today, to speak at this historic 
institution of learning and excellence. The Harvard-Fletcher European Conference is testament 
to the bonds between our two continents.  
 
EU-Turkey Cooperation: First meeting of the Steering Committee of the Facility for 
Refugees in Turkey  
Date: 18/02/2016  
European Commission - Press release Brussels, 18 February 2016 The first Steering Committee 
meeting of the Facility for Refugees in Turkey was held in Brussels on 17 February, chaired by 
the Commission The first Steering Committee meeting of the Facility for Refugees in Turkey was 
held in Brussels on 17...  
 
EU approves additional €10 million to help the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia deal with the refugee crisis  
Date: 15/02/2016  
European Commission - Press release Brussels, 15 February 2016 Today, an additional €10 
million programme in EU assistance was adopted by the European Commission to help the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia improve its border and migration management systems 
in the context of the refugee crisis.  
 
EU launches new European Medical Corps to respond faster to emergencies    
Date: 15/02/2016  
European Commission - Press release Brussels, 15 February 2016 The European Union today 
launches the European Medical Corps to help mobilise medical and public health teams and 
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equipment for emergencies inside and outside the EU Through the European Medical Corps, EU 
Member States and other European countries participating in the...  
 
EU launches new European Medical Corps to respond faster to emergencies    
Date: 15/02/2016  
European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 15 February 2016 The European Union has set up 
a European Medical Corps (EMC) through which teams and equipment from the EU Member 
States can be rapidly deployed. 1. What is the European Medical Corps?  The European Union 
has set up a European Medical...  
 
Joint statement by HR/VP Federica Mogherini and European Commissioner for 
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides on deadly attacks on 
hospitals and schools in Syria  
Date: 15/02/2016  
European Commission - Statement Brussels, 15 February 2016 Joint statement by HR/VP 
Federica Mogherini and European Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management 
Christos Stylianides on deadly attacks on hospitals and schools in Syria Today's deadly attacks 
against medical facilities and schools in Aleppo and Idlib in Northern Syria are...  
 

 

OECD  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
18-February-2016 
Elusive global growth outlook requires urgent policy response  
   Achieving strong growth in the global economy remains elusive, with only a modest recovery 
in advanced economies and slower activity in emerging markets, according to the OECD’s latest 
Interim Economic Outlook.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
February 20,  
OAS Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras 
(MACCIH) to be Presented on Monday in Tegucigalpa 
   The Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras (MACCIH) of 
the Organization of American States (OAS) will be presented on Monday in Tegucigalpa and will 
immediately begin its work to help address and tackle corruption in a concrete and decisive 
manner. 
   The presentation will detail the characteristics of the MACCIH, an unprecedented initiative 
designed to bring about a structural reform in the administration of justice in Honduras. The 
presentation will include an explanation of what will be the first steps of the MACCIH and an 
introduction to the coordinators of the various units that make up the Mission… 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/news/ 
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16/02/2016 
OIC Secretary General and Board Chair of the Global Fund review regional and 
global health matters 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), Iyad Ameen 
Madani, received a delegation from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria on 16 February 2016 at the OIC headquarters in Jeddah. Norbert Hauser, Board Chair 
of the Global Fund led the delegation. 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
17 Feb 2016 –  
Demand for iron ore levelled off in 2015, reflecting weak growth in world steel 
production, UNCTAD report shows 
 
 
World Trade Organisation [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/Pages/default.aspx 
16/02/2016  
International Criminal Court and Inter-American Court of Human Rights sign 
Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation 
   The President of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Judge Silvia Fernández de Gurmendi, 
and the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACtHR), Judge Roberto F. 
Caldas, signed yesterday a Memorandum of Understanding in order to strengthen cooperation 
between the two judicial institutions. The signature ceremony took place within the framework 
of the opening of the Inter-American Judicial Year 2016 in San José (Costa Rica).  
 
16/02/2016  
ICC-Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, participated in the 52nd Munich Security 
Conference to discuss the contribution of international criminal justice to 
international security and conflict prevention 
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   The Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court ("ICC"), Mrs Fatou Bensouda, participated 
in the 52nd Munich Security Conference ("MSC") held in Munich, Germany from the 12th to the 
14th of February. The Conference, chaired by Ambassador Wolfgang Ischinger, assembled 
leaders from around the world to debate the state of international security and related 
challenges. The MSC, the largest independent high-level forum of its kind, is attended by Heads 
of States, Governments and international organisations; Ministers; high-ranking members of the 
Armed Forces and representatives of business, science, civil society and the media.  
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
World Bank Provides $150 Million to Combat Zika Virus In Latin America and the 
Caribbean  
Initial regional economic impact projected to be moderate but requires urgent action to halt 
virus spread    
Date: February 18, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
Forging a Shared Vision for Digital Transformation in Central and South Asia  
   ALMATY, February 17, 2016 – The World Bank’s new ‘World Development Report 
2016: Digital Dividends’ was launched today at the Kazakh-Britain Technical University in 
Almaty, Kazakhstan. Discussion...  
Date: February 17, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
Indigenous Peoples Benefited to a Lesser Extent from Latin American Boom  
Half of region’s indigenous people live in urban areas  
   PANAMA CITY, February 15, 2016 – Indigenous peoples made significant social progress, 
experienced a reduction in poverty levels in several countries and gained improved access to 
basic services during the boom of the first decade of the century, but they did not benefit to the 
same extent as the rest of Latin Americans, according to a new World Bank study. 
   The study Indigenous Latin America in the Twenty-First Century, notes that thanks to a 
combination of economic growth and good social policies, over 70 million people were lifted out 
of poverty. Poverty of indigenous households decreased in countries like Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile and Ecuador, while in others, such as Ecuador, Mexico and Nicaragua, the educational gap 
that for decades excluded indigenous children was closed. 
   However, the report presented here today indicates that while indigenous peoples make up 8 
percent of the population in the region, they represent approximately 14 percent of the poor 
and 17 percent of the extremely poor in Latin America. Also, they still face challenges to gain 
access to basic services and the adoption of new technologies, a key aspect of increasingly 
globalized societies… 
   Report: http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/2016/02/24863854/indigenous-latin-
america-twenty-first-century-first-decade 
 
 
IMF  [to 20 February 2016] 
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http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/02/15/indigenous-peoples-benefited-to-a-lesser-extent-from-latin-american-boom
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/2016/02/24863854/indigenous-latin-america-twenty-first-century-first-decade
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/2016/02/24863854/indigenous-latin-america-twenty-first-century-first-decade
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http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
February 19, 2016 
Statement by Christine Lagarde on her Second Term as IMF Managing Director 
Press Release No.16/64 
   Ms. Christine Lagarde, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), issued 
the following statement today: 
   “I am delighted to be given the opportunity to lead the IMF as Managing Director for a 
second term of five years, and I greatly appreciate the continued trust and support of the 
Fund’s Executive Board and our 188 member countries. 
   “Over the past five years, the IMF has adapted and strengthened its capacity to respond to its 
members’ needs and is well-prepared to help them meet the challenges of the future. The 
global economy is undergoing a number of important transitions and we are focused on helping 
our membership navigate these successfully—with our excellent staff delivering policy advice, 
capacity building and, where needed, financial support. The Fund remains committed to its 
fundamental goal of helping to ensure global economic and financial stability through 
international cooperation. 
   “I look forward to serving our membership and carrying out our critical mission in the period 
ahead.” 
 
February 19, 2016 
Press Release: IMF Executive Board Selects Christine Lagarde to Serve a Second 
Term as Managing Director   
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
19/02/2016  
Boosting Affordable Housing in Africa: AfDB approves US $8.2-million equity 
participation in Shelter Afrique 
   The Board of Directors of the African Development Bank (AfDB) approved on Thursday, 
February 18, 2016 a US $8.2-million equity investment in Africa’s housing and habitat company, 
Shelter Afrique, to strengthen its balance sheet and help it achieve its objective of providing 
quality affordable housing in Africa. This marks an important step towards addressing the acute 
shortage of housing in most African countries, while creating jobs and enhancing income in 
Africa. 
 
AfDB champions effective management of natural resources to attract investment 
   16/02/2016 - The African Development Bank, under the leadership of its African Natural 
Resources Center (ANRC), hosted a series of events at Mining Indaba 2016 in a concerted 
campaign to support African Governments in their efforts to attract sustainable and 
environmentally friendly investment. One of the world’s largest mining conferences in the world, 
Mining Indaba took place from February 8-11 in Cape Town, South Africa. 
 
New report urges Africa to address fragility through natural resources management 
   16/02/2016 - The African Development Bank Group (AfDB) and the Washington-based 
Environmental Law Institute (ELI) have produced a new report on natural resources 

http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr1664.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr1663.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr1663.htm
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/boosting-affordable-housing-in-africa-afdb-approves-us-8-2-million-equity-participation-in-shelter-afrique-15402/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/boosting-affordable-housing-in-africa-afdb-approves-us-8-2-million-equity-participation-in-shelter-afrique-15402/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-champions-effective-management-of-natural-resources-to-attract-investment-15397/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/new-report-urges-africa-to-address-fragility-through-natural-resources-management-15395/
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management in fragile and conflict-affected countries. This flagship report examines how 
African countries in fragile situations can work towards addressing the causes and drivers of 
fragility by better managing natural resources across sectors. 
 
Kevin Urama and Maria Mulindi appointed Senior Advisors to AfDB President 
   15/02/2016 - The African Development Bank (AfDB) has announced the appointments of 
Kevin Chika Urama and Maria Mulindi as advisors to the Bank’s President, Akinwumi Adesina.  
In announcements released on Sunday, February 14, 2016, the Bank’s Human Resources 
Department said that Urama has been Appointed Senior Policy Advisor to the President on 
Inclusive and Green Growth, while Mulindi will serve as Senior Advisor, Civil Society and 
Community Based Organizations. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.adb.org/news 
16 February 2016 
News Releases 
ADB to Deepen Partnership With PRC Under New 5-Year Strategy 
   MANILA, PHILIPPINES - The Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) Board of Directors has 
endorsed a new country partnership strategy (CPS) with the People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
for 2016-2020. 
   Based on an agreement between ADB President Takehiko Nakao and PRC Premier Li Keqiang 
in March 2015, the new CPS envisages broadening and deepening various aspects of the ADB-
PRC partnership, including the lender-borrower relationship for the public and private sectors, 
knowledge partnership, collaboration in promoting regional and South-South cooperation, and 
the PRC’s role as a financial contributor to ADB operations… 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/kevin-urama-and-maria-mulindi-appointed-senior-advisors-to-afdb-president-15391/
http://www.adb.org/news
http://www.adb.org/news/adb-deepen-partnership-prc-under-new-5-year-strategy
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
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18 February 2016 
Press Statement 
   Amref Health Africa and the Organisation of African First Ladies against HIV/AIDS (OAFLA) 
have signed a memorandum of understanding for a partnership to address the health of women 
and children in Africa. 
  Ghanaian First Lady Madame Lordina Mahama, who is the current OAFLA President, signed the 
MOU with Amref Heatlh Africa CEO Dr Githinji Gitahi at the African Union Headquarters in Addis 
Ababa on January 31.  The partnership seeks to use advocacy, resource mobilisation and 
collaboration with stakeholders at all levels to promote policy level consideration of 
reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health as a major development 
concern… 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
February 17, 2016 
Rebuilding Livelihood of the Ebola Affected Petty Traders project 
   BRAC Sierra Leone in collaboration with the Ministry of Trade and Industry launched the 
Rebuilding Livelihood of the Ebola Affected Petty Traders project at Njala Venue, Freetown on 8 
January. As part of the project, sensitisation sessions were rolled out in different parts of the 
country where the project will be implemented; briefing key stakeholders on the different 
components of the project and creating awareness. 
   The project is funded by DFID and executed by a consortium consisting of BRAC, World 
Vision, World Hope International and Catholic Relief Services (CRS).  BRAC Sierra Leone will 
cover 12, 036 beneficiaries in 4 districts; CRS will cover 6,110 beneficiaries in 3 districts and 
World Hope International will cover 3,441 beneficiaries in 2 districts. The main objective of this 
project is to support 29,400 petty traders affected by Ebola through soft loan, start-up business 
capital and capacity building training. It also aims to recapitalise micro finance institutions to 
ensure access to finance by petty traders and also long term sustainability. 
 
14 February 2016 
Primary education in Bangladesh goes digital 
   Prime Minister officially launches new interactive digital multimedia content to cover entire 
primary school curriculum 
 
 
CARE International  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Casa Alianza  [to 20 February 2016] 
Covenant House [to 20 February 2016] 

http://amref.org/news/news/press-statement/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.brac.net/#expand901
http://www.brac.net/#expand898
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
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http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news 
https://www.covenanthouse.org/ 
Friday, February 19, 2016 
Covenant House Alaska COO named as one of Alaska's Business Leaders 
   Carlette Mack came to Covenant House Alaska as an undergraduate intern eager to help 
change the lives of homeless youth. Nineteen years later she's being recognized for her 
commitment as one of the top business leaders in Alaska.  
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
[Undated] 
Michigan Clubhouses: Explosive and Exciting Growth! 
    In 2008, Michigan had one, lone Accredited Clubhouse.  By this spring, we expect that 
number to jump to 15 Accredited Clubhouses.  And this is just the beginning! 
    The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) has taken notice of the 
dramatic improvements they have witnessed in Clubhouse outcomes in those Clubhouses that 
have achieved Clubhouse International Accreditation.  As a result, they have made Accreditation 
a requirement for all Clubhouse programs in Michigan. 
    Clubhouse International, MDHHS and Clubhouse Michigan are partnering to ensure success.  
Our expectation is that the number of Accredited Clubhouses in Michigan will double to 30 in 
two years, and grow to 40 by December 2018, which is the MDHHS deadline for full 
Accreditation of all Michigan Clubhouses! We sincerely thank MDHHS for their support. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 20 February 2016] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
ECPAT  [to 20 February 2016]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 20 February 2016]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2016  

http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news
https://www.covenanthouse.org/
https://www.covenanthouse.org/homeless-youth-news/covenant-house-alaska-coo-named-one-alaskas-business-leaders
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
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Heifer International Weekly 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 20 February 2016]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Latest Press Releases 
19 Feb 2016 
IRC Reaction to attack on Malakal, South Sudan UN base protecting civilians  
 
19 Feb 2016 
IRC: Austria decision to limit border entry is irresponsible, will exacerbate the 
humanitarian crisis  
 
16 Feb 2016 
The International Rescue Committee condemns the attacks on health facilities in 
Syria  
 
 

ICRC  [to 20 February 2016] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases and Articles 
Syria: ICRC alarmed by deteriorating situation in Aleppo region 
   Damascus/Geneva - The International Committee of the Red Cross is deeply alarmed by the 
situation in the Aleppo region, where fighting is intensifying, hospitals and health workers have 
been targeted, people have no water or electricity and more than 
19-02-2016 | News release  
 
Afghanistan: ICRC staff members released in Ghazni 
Geneva/Kabul (ICRC) – All five staff members of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) who were being held since 16 February 2016 in the province of Ghazni were released 
unharmed today. 
19-02-2016 | News release  
 
Tackling Torture: Who are the torturers? 
   On 3 December 2015, the ICRC held a public conference in the Humanitarium to try to 
answer the following question: How can decoding the mechanisms at work in torturers help 
tackle the phenomenon of torture? This was the third such event as part of the Conference 
Cycle on Generating Respect for the Law…[overview of conference results] 
15-02-2016 | Article 
 
 
IRCT  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.irct.org/ 

http://paper.li/HeiferCEO/1434986877
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/irc-reaction-attack-malakal-south-sudan-un-base-protecting-civilians-29788
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/irc-austria-decision-limit-border-entry-irresponsible-exacerbates-humanitarian-crisis
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/irc-austria-decision-limit-border-entry-irresponsible-exacerbates-humanitarian-crisis
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/international-rescue-committee-condemns-attacks-health-facilities-syria-29685
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/international-rescue-committee-condemns-attacks-health-facilities-syria-29685
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-icrc-alarmed-deteriorating-situation-aleppo-region
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/afghanistan-icrc-staff-members-released-ghazni
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/lutter-contre-la-torture-qui-sont-les-tortionnaires
https://www.icrc.org/humanitarium
https://www.icrc.org/en/generating-respect-law
https://www.icrc.org/en/generating-respect-law
http://www.irct.org/
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Statements & declarations  
Egypt must stop obstructing the work of IRCT member El Nadeem 
18 February 2016 
   The IRCT calls on the Government of Egypt to immediately stop the actions to obstruct the 
work of our Egyptian member centre, the Nadeem Center for the Rehabilitation of Victims of 
Violence and Torture, and desist in its attempt to close it. 
  
   On 17th February 2016, Egyptian authorities notified the Nadeem Centre of a closure order, 
without any substantive justification for the decision. While Nadeem was able to negotiate a 
delay in the execution of the order until a meeting between the Nadeem Center and the 
Ministry of Health, the IRCT remains deeply concerned by this action… 
 
News  
IRCT issues second criticism of national investigation in Ali Aarrass case 
18 February 2016 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 20 February 2016]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
[Undated] 
Thousands displaced as hospitals and schools targeted 
Thousands more people in Syria have been displaced in the last week after attacks on hospitals, 
schools, markets and bakeries. 
   In one week, the number of people living in camps at the Turkish border has increased by 
30,000 to around 100,000 people. Many families were displaced from Azaz city, in the far north 
of the country, where hospitals and schools were the targets of airstrikes. 
   A further 40,000 people lost their home on Monday when Tell Rifaat, a city in the north, was 
targeted. 
   “Monday was a dark day for women and children in Syria,” said Ahmed Mahmoud, an Islamic 
Relief staff member working in Syria. “The people killed included pregnant women and new-
born babies in incubators. This is simply unacceptable… 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 20 February 2016]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press Releases 
South Sudan: At Least 18 Killed, Including 2 MSF Staff, in Malakal 
February 18, 2016 
   JUBA, SOUTH SUDAN — At least 18 people were killed in armed conflict that erupted last 
night in the Protection of Civilians site in Malakal, South Sudan, including two South Sudanese 
staff members of Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) who were attacked 
in their homes, the organization said today. 
   Teams worked through the night to treat 36 wounded people at the MSF hospital in Malakal, 
including an MSF staff member. At least 25 patients had suffered gunshot wounds and eight 
required surgery. More casualties are continuing to arrive today. 
 
Press release 
Syria: Statement by Dr. Joanne Liu, International President of MSF 

http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news/show-news.aspx?PID=13767&Action=1&NewsId=4023
http://www.irct.org/media-and-resources/irct-news/show-news.aspx?PID=13767&Action=1&NewsId=4022
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/
http://www.islamic-relief.org/thousands-displaced-as-hospitals-and-schools-targeted/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/south-sudan-least-18-killed-including-2-msf-staff-malakal
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/syria-statement-dr-joanne-liu-international-president-msf


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

February 18, 2016 
   Statement delivered by Dr. Joanne Liu, International President of Doctors Without 
Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, February 18, 2016. 
   Today in Syria, the abnormal is now normal. The unacceptable is accepted. 
Relentless, brutal, and targeted attacks on civilians are the dominant feature of this war. In 
addition to the countless numbers of dead, hundreds of thousands of people are fleeing for 
their lives. Many of them are trapped, denied the fundamental right to flee… 
 
Press release 
Syria: Civilians Under Relentless Attack 
February 18, 2016 
   MSF reports more than one in three wounded and dead are women and children. 
 
Press release 
At Least 25 Killed in Attack on MSF-Supported Hospital in Northern Syria (Updated) 
February 15, 2016 
   Gaziantep/Paris—At least seven people were killed and eight are missing and presumed dead 
following a Monday morning attack in northern Syria that destroyed a hospital supported by 
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) the international medical 
humanitarian organization said today. (As of February 17, 2016, these numbers now stand at 
nine hospital staff members and 16 patients/caretakers killed in the attack). 
 
Field news 
South Sudan: MSF Treats 73 Wounded in Malakal Fighting 
February 19, 2016 
   Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) teams in Malakal, South Sudan, 
worked through the night to treat patients injured on February 18 when fighting erupted in the 
UN Protection of Civilians (PoC) site in the town. 
 
Field news 
Malawi: Dire Living Conditions for Mozambican Refugees 
February 17, 2016 
   Whitney Ward, a Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) field coordinator 
in Malawi, explains the need for increased humanitarian assistance for over 5,000 Mozambicans 
who fled to Malawi's Kapise village to escape violence. 
  
Field news 
Darfur: Thousands Flee Fighting in Jebel Marra 
February 16, 2016  
   Fighting that began in mid-January in the Jebel Marra and Jebel Si areas of North Darfur, 
Sudan, has forced some 58,000 people—mostly women and children—to flee in search of 
protection. Many have abandoned their homes, farms and livestock for the relative safety of 
camps near the towns of Tawilla and Sortony. This part of Darfur is a tough semi-desert 
environment where little grows and temperatures regularly climb above 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 
 
Field news 
Burundi: MSF Treats More Than 60 Wounded in Grenade Explosions 

http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/syria-civilians-under-relentless-attack
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http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/south-sudan
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/south-sudan-least-18-killed-including-2-msf-staff-malakal
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/south-sudan-least-18-killed-including-2-msf-staff-malakal
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February 16, 2016 
   Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) treated more than 60 people on the 
morning of Monday, February 15, after a series of grenade explosions in several locations 
across Burundi's capital city of Bujumbura. This influx of wounded patients occurred just five 
days after two other grenade attacks wounded dozens of people, 55 of whom were treated at 
l’Arche, MSF’s trauma center in Bujumbura. 
 
Field news 
Syria: Additional Information on Latest Hospital Bombing 
February 16, 2016 
   An addendum to our earlier update about the February 15 bombing of a hospital in Idlib 
province supported by Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF): 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Operation Smile  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
16 February 2016 
The world’s poorest should not pay for the security and defense of Europe 
   Governments are considering diverting limited aid funds to security and defense, and may 
also increase the amount they use to cover refugee costs in rich countries 
   A large coalition of NGOs is calling for European leaders to protect refugees while ensuring 
aid budgets are only used for poverty eradication and sustainable development 
   Governments across Europe are planning to divert scarce development aid budgets to cover 
security and defense costs, anti-poverty campaigners understand. 
   Proposals that aid money can be used  for ‘preventing violent extremism’, police training and 
financing security costs are being mooted behind closed doors, and will be formally discussed at 
the OECD’s Development Assistance Committee (DAC) in Paris on February 18th and 19th.  At 
the same time, European leaders will be meeting in Brussels to discuss their migration 
response. 
   During the OECD DAC meeting, Ministers will also discuss increasing the amount of aid money 
that they can spend on receiving refugees in their own countries, a move criticised by 
development charities across Europe. 
   A coalition of organizations including BOND, Dochas, Global Citizen, Eurodad, ONE, 
Oxfam and Save the Children are calling on leaders to make sure the choices they make on 
aid in the coming months do not mean the poorest people lose out on vital public services like 
education or healthcare. 

https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/burundi
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/syria-additional-information-latest-hospital-bombing
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-02-16/worlds-poorest-should-not-pay-security-and-defense-europe


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

   The coalition strongly urges European leaders to: 
:: Ensure that the definition of what can be counted as Official Development Assistance (ODA), 
does not include any defense and security costs or in-country refugee costs.   
:: Include developing countries and non-governmental organizations in the process of 
modernizing ODA. 
:: Ensure that refugees are afforded the protection they need… 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Colombia  
Education creates strength 
Oda Lykke Mortensen (18.02.2016)  
   The indigenous peoples of Colombia have fought a long and tough battle for their rights. By 
giving their children an education, they stand stronger. 
 
Press Release  
Closed borders could result in large refugee camps on European soil 
(17.02.2016)  
   The Norwegian Refugee Council warns against the closing of European national borders, as 
this could result in large and unsustainable refugee camps elsewhere on European soil.  
   Ahead of the European Summit on 18 and 19 February where European leaders will discuss 
the migration and refugee crisis, NRC is calling on the European Union and its member states to 
resist the imposition of new border controls and instead agree a credible collective strategy to 
respond to the current migration challenge. If not, long-term and large scale refugee camps in 
Greece, the Balkans and elsewhere may be the end result.  
   “A European fortress approach, with closed borders, will only serve to dilute EU laws and 
values and send an appalling signal to the rest of the world regarding our commitment to 
uphold international refugee law”, said Secretary General of the Norwegian Refugee Council Jan 
Egeland… 
 
 
Pact   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.pactworld.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Feb 19, 2016  
The Zika Virus in Haiti  
   Partners In Health serves 32,000 pregnant women in Haiti every year, which puts it front and 
center in the debate over how to deal with the Zika virus and its carrier mosquitoes, the Aedes 
aegypti and Aedes albopictus. After seeing thousands of cases, experts are investigating a link 
between babies born with small heads, a condition called microcephaly, and Zika contracted 
during the mothers’ pregnancies. 

http://www.nrc.no/
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9214442#.VsesPlIsQQ0
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9214330#.VseshlIsQQ0
http://www.pactworld.org/news
http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.pih.org/blog/addressing-zika-in-haiti
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   Many questions remain about Zika and its current impact on the Haitian population. Until 
more answers surface, PIH staff strive to find the best solutions for women, men, and children 
who may be adversely affected by the virus. 
   We spoke with Dr. Louise Ivers, PIH’s senior health and policy advisor and an infectious 
disease expert, about the mosquito’s resiliency, efforts to control it in Haiti, and how PIH is 
working to prevent Zika infections and treat those who might be suffering from complications… 
 
 
PATH  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Announcement | February 17, 2016 
PATH to host inaugural conference focused on new vaccines against diarrheal 
disease 
   Submit an abstract, register for the conference, or apply for a travel grant on the conference 
website 
 
 
Plan International  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
February 16, 2016 
Statement from Carolyn Miles on Yesterday’s Attacks on Seven Healthcare Facilities 
in Syria  
   Fairfield, Conn. (February 16, 2015) — In response to yesterday's attacks on healthcare 
facilities in Syria, Carolyn Miles, President & CEO of Save the Children U.S. says: 
"Save the Children is appalled by the growing trend for health facilities, schools and other 
civilian infrastructure to be the targets of deadly attacks in Syria. 
   "Monday was the worst day for attacks on healthcare facilities for more than six months. New 
information gathered by Save the Children and other organizations suggests that in total, seven 
facilities were bombed in air strikes, more than was first reported. The attacks happened across 
Syria, in Aleppo, Idlib and Dara'a provinces… 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
19.02.2016  
Ukraine: Children sketch a future without war 
   - An exhibition of drawings from talented and vulnerable children living on both sides of the 
conflict in the Lugansk and Donetsk regions was recently organised by SOS Children’s Villages 
Ukraine in partnership with Swiss Embassy and the Maximal youth organisation in Donetsk.  
 
18.02.2016  
SOS Children’s Villages International announces changes to top management team 

http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/749/
http://www.path.org/news/press-room/749/
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14821237
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=8rKLIXMGIpI4E&b=9357111&ct=14821237
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/publications/news/ukraine-children-sketch-future-without-war
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/publications/news/management-team-changes
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INNSBRUCK, Austria - SOS Children’s Villages International has announced that Richard Pichler, 
who served as Secretary General and CEO for more than 20 years, will assume a new role in 
the organisation as of May 2016. Mr Pichler will take on the newly created position of Special 
Representative for External Affairs and Resources, in which he will focus on high level external 
relations and partnerships. The International Senate expressed its appreciation for the 
achievements of Mr Pichler during his tenure as Secretary General and CEO, and is very much 
looking forward to continue the cooperation with him.  
 
SOS Children’s Villages’ new global strategy - expected to be confirmed at its General Assembly 
in June - calls for the federation to work more closely with partners in civil society, global 
foundations, international forums and multilateral organisations, as well as to raise the global 
profile of the organisation, thus increasing the organisation’s impact for children. To deliver this 
step change, Richard Pichler will take on this challenging task. In recent years, he has 
successfully led the organisation to increase its engagement on the international stage in efforts 
such as contributing to the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the UN Guidelines for the 
Alternative Care of Children, and forging closer ties with the other child-focused INGOs. 
 
Until a new CEO joins, management responsibilities will be collectively shared by the 
Management Team: CFO Norbert Meder, COO Carsten Völz, and Tom Malvet, Director of 
International Competence Centres. 
 
SOS Children’s Villages International President Siddhartha Kaul expressed his appreciation of Mr 
Pichler: “Richard Pichler has done exceptional work for SOS Children’s Villages International as 
its Secretary General and CEO for over 20 years. In his new role, Richard will continue to have a 
profound impact on our work by serving as one of the key voices of SOS Children’s Villages on 
the international stage. We know he will be a passionate spokesman and advocate for our 
organisation and give a voice to the needs of vulnerable children.” 
 
Mr Pichler said: “It has been both exciting and humbling to be part of the organisation’s journey 
on this rapid development until now. I thank all colleagues who supported me along that way. 
In recent times it has become evident that we can increase our impact by partnering and by 
developing a stronger global positioning of our organisation. In the past, as CEO, I could initiate 
some developments. After 20 years in daily management I now look forward to fully 
concentrating on partnerships and positioning for the benefit of the most vulnerable children. I 
am convinced together we can increase our impact.” 
 
17.02.2016  
Measuring impact 
   - With the help of a major global management consultancy, SOS Children’s Villages has 
developed a system for measuring how a donor’s contribution translates into improving 
children’s lives.  
 
 
Tostan  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
February 17, 2016  
Malian Communities Take Abandoning Harmful Practices Into Their Own Hands  

http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/publications/news/topics/sustainable-development-news
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/who-we-are/about-sos/organisation/management-council
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/publications/news/measuring-impact
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.tostan.org/blog/malian-communities-take-abandoning-harmful-practices-their-own-hands
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  In southwestern Mali, a small, but powerful movement is growing.  In 2014, 40 Malian 
communities started Tostan’s Community Empowerment Program ... 
 
February 16, 2016  
Youth Voices: The Next Generation of Changemakers in West Africa  
   The latest film in our Breakthrough Generation series, "Youth Voices: The Next Generation of 
Changemakers in West Africa," follows young people who came together in December ... 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 20 February 2016]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
[undated] 
ChildFund supporting European refugees 
Author: Avril MacDonald  
   ChildFund Alliance is supporting children and families on their way to Europe from countries 
such as Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq. Next to the border controls in Macedonia and Serbia, 
contemporary aid stations have been constructed where people can stop to receive medical 
support, warm clothes and food. In cooperation with Terre des Hommes, ChildFund is 
supporting a local partner, providing children and families with friendly spaces and psychosocial 
support. In the child friendly spaces children can play and parents can change their babies’ 
diapers and receive counselling in both practical matters, and how they can protect their 
children from danger such as getting lost along the road… 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.concordeurope.org/news-room 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News 15 February 2016  
The Elders statement on the death of Boutros Boutros-Ghali (1922-2016) 

http://www.tostan.org/blog/youth-voices-next-generation-changemakers-west-africa
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
http://childfundalliance.org/news/
http://childfundalliance.org/childfund-supporting-european-refugees/
http://www.concordeurope.org/news-room
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/elders-statement-death-boutros-boutros-ghali-1922-2016
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   The Elders extend their deepest condolences to the family of Boutros Boutros-Ghali, former 
UN Secretary-General. 
 
News Lakhdar Brahimi 15 February 2016  
Syria: time to put an immediate halt to all the fighting 
   As the violence engulfing Syria continues, veteran mediator and former UN Special Envoy to 
Syria Lakhdar Brahimi calls on all parties to end the violence, prioritise the needs of the Syrian 
people and for European governments to agree a coordinated response to the refugee crisis. 
 
 
END Fund  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.end.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
17 February 2016  
Organization of Islamic Cooperation and the Global Fund Strengthen Partnership 
   JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia – The Secretary General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC), Iyad Ameen Madani, praised the support that the Global Fund extends to the member 
states of the OIC.  
   At a meeting with senior representatives of the Global Fund on 16 February, the Secretary 
General stressed that the OIC will continue to support the Global Fund’s efforts…  
   …The Global Fund is a major supporter of health efforts in OIC member states. Today, 50 of 
the 57 OIC member states are implementing programs supported by the Global Fund to fight 
diseases and build resilient and sustainable systems for health.  
   With US$11.3 billion signed in grants, 2.7 million people are currently receiving treatment for 
HIV, 5.3 million cases of TB have been detected and treated, 320 million mosquito nets have 
been distributed to prevent malaria and 1.6 million orphans and vulnerable children are 
receiving basic care and support services. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 20 February 2016] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
Part 2 of the Storytelling Series in Nepal: Crew 
Posted February 18, 2016 ·  
  Photojournalist and documentary filmmaker Steve Connors serves as the Master Storyteller for 
the Hilton Prize Coalition Storytelling Program. He is traveling throughout Nepal this month to 
capture the experiences of the six Coalition member organizations who mobilized in response to 
the devastating earthquakes of 2015 – and share stories about their staff and personnel, the 
individuals […] 

http://theelders.org/article/syria-time-put-immediate-halt-all-fighting
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-02-17_Organization_of_Islamic_Cooperation_and_the_Global_Fund_Strengthen_Partnership/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/part-2-of-the-storytelling-series-in-nepal-crew/
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InterAction  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Locus 
http://locusworld.org/ 
“Locus is a movement focused on engaging those we serve, practitioners, the private sector, 
donors and to drive adoption of locally owned, integrated solutions.” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 20 February 2016] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 

http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases
http://locusworld.org/
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news
http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 20 February 
2016] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Press Releases, Blog Posts, Publications 
Middle-Class Heroes: The Best Guarantee of Good Governance 
2/16/16 
Nancy Birdsall  
   The two economic developments that have garnered the most attention in recent years are 
the concentration of massive wealth in the richest one percent of the world’s population and the 
tremendous, growth-driven decline in extreme poverty in the developing world, especially in 
China. But just as important has been the emergence of large middle classes in developing 
countries around the planet. This phenomenon—the result of more than two decades of nearly 
continuous fast-paced global economic growth—has been good not only for economies but also 
for governance. After all, history suggests that a large and secure middle class is a solid 
foundation on which to build and sustain an effective, democratic state. Middle classes not only 
have the wherewithal to finance vital services such as roads and public education through 
taxes; they also demand regulations, the fair enforcement of contracts, and the rule of law 
more generally—public goods that create a level social and economic playing field on which all 
can prosper.  
 
Next Generation Financing for Global Health: What, Why, When, How? 
2/16/16 
Amanda Glassman and Rachel Silverman  
   Many researchers and policymakers have hypothesized that funding models tying grant 
payments to achieved and verified results — next generation financing models — offer an 
opportunity for global health funders to push forward their strategic interests and accelerate the 
impact of their investments. This brief, summarizing the conclusions of a CGD working group on 
the topic, outlines concrete steps global health funders can take to change the basis of payment 
of their grants from expenses (inputs) to outputs, outcomes, or impact. 
 
 
ODI   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
News | 17 February 2016 

http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://phap.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/ft/middle-class-heroes-best-guarantee-good-governance
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/ft/next-generation-financing-global-health-what-why-when-how
http://www.odi.org/media
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Anti-migration policies do not stop people making the decision to migrate to Europe 
– new report  
   New research from the Overseas Development Institute suggests European anti-migration 
policies have limited impact on a migrant’s decision to embark on dangerous, lengthy and 
expensive journeys in search of a better life 
 
Budget support to Uganda 1998-2012: a review  
Briefing papers | February 2016 | Tim Williamson, Fiona Davies, Imran Aziz, Edward Hedger 
   This paper provides a critical appraisal of the suspended budget support programme in 
Uganda, highlighting important lessons for the donor community. 
 
Climate resilience and financial services  
Working and discussion papers | February 2016 | Anna Haworth, Camille Frandon-Martinez, 
Virginie Fayolle and Catherine Simonet 
   This BRACED working paper provides a high-level overview of the context and structure of 
the financial services sector in three BRACED countries; Ethiopia, Mali and Myanmar. 
 
The political economy of voter engagement in Niger  
Research reports and studies | February 2016 | Aoife McCullough, Abdoutan Harouna and 
Hamani Oumarou with Yaye Djingarey Zaratou Idi Mamadou, Maman Noura, Sadjo Aissa and 
Abdouramane Magagi Kabo 
   Based on research carried out in three regions of Niger, this briefing explores how political 
parties and candidates engage with Nigerien voters. 
 
Collective action and the deployment of teachers in Niger: a political economy 
analysis  
Research reports and studies | February 2016 | Clare Cummings and Ali Bako M. Tahirou with 
Hamissou Rhissa, Falmata Hamed, Hamadou Goumey, and Idi Mahamadou Mamane Noura 
   This briefing paper explores causes of inequitable teacher deployment in Niger and asks 
whether collective action might be the solution. 
 
What is impact?  
Working and discussion papers | February 2016 | Simon Hearn and Anne Buffardi 
   How 'impact' is defined and used has a significant effect on the design, management and 
evaluation of development programmes. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.urban.org/about/media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 20 February 2016] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
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:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  

 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp 
12 February 2016  
Reducing Risk and Preparing Communities for Disasters in Tajikistan and 
Kyrgyzstan Republics of Central Asia 
   - Hazard Vulnerability and Risk Assessments (HVRAs) have been completed in 339 villages in 
GBAO and Naryn town, reaching approximately 400,000 individuals and 139 organizations, 
through the DIPECHO project “Fostering Disaster Resilient Communities in Isolated Mountain 
Environments”… 
   …The eighth phase of the project has been successfully completed, which stems from an 
agreement between the European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid Department (ECHO) under 
the auspices of its Disaster Preparedness Program (DIPECHO) and Aga Khan Foundation (AKF) 
United Kingdom. The ninth phase of the project is due to commence in February 2016. 
   FOCUS, MSDSP and AKF through the DIPECHO project reduces risk, develops sustainable 
solutions and promotes widespread systemic changes in risk reduction policy making at the 
local and national levels in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. Strengthening the capacity of Disaster 
Risk Management (DRM) and educational institutions increases the ability to assess and prepare 
for natural hazards and to respond more effectively to emergencies. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 20 February 2016] 

http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp
http://www.akdn.org/Content/1388/
http://www.akdn.org/Content/1388/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
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https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies, the Japanese Government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
New Release 
Continuing our Commitment to Ending Homelessness: Board Approves Phase II of 
Strategic Initiative 
By Andrea Iloulian, February 17, 2016  
   Over the past 25 years, the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation has supported efforts to end long-
term homelessness across the nation. We have sought to advance compassionate and cost-
effective solutions to homelessness, awarding more than $90 million in grants—primarily by 
advancing the permanent supportive housing model since 1990.  
   At the close of 2015, our board approved the second phase of our strategy—an additional 
five-year commitment to begin in January 2016… 
 
 
Grameen Foundation    [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.ikeafoundation.org/news/ 
February 19, 2016  
New global design challenge will make life better for refugees 
    The IKEA Foundation is challenging designers and creative thinkers from around the world to 
come up with new design solutions which will help refugees in urban areas. 
[See Week in Review above for details] 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 20 February 2016] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Institute [ February 17, 2016 ]  
Debora Spar Elected as HHMI Trustee 
Debora Spar, PhD, president of Barnard College, is HHMI's newest Trustee. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 

https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/130-continuing-our-commitment-to-ending-homelessness-board-approves-phase-ii-of-strategic-initiative
https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/130-continuing-our-commitment-to-ending-homelessness-board-approves-phase-ii-of-strategic-initiative
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://www.ikeafoundation.org/news/
http://www.ikeafoundation.org/new-global-design-challenge-will-make-life-better-for-refugees/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/debora-spar-elected-hhmi-trustee
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http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
Publication 
Fewer Women Ages 65 and Over Living Alone 
Published February 18, 2016 
   A report by the Pew Research Center, conducted in partnership with the MacArthur 
Foundation Research Network on an Aging Society, finds the share of older Americans who live 
alone has fallen 3% since 1990, largely because women ages 65 to 84 are increasingly likely to 
live with their spouse or their children. The report attributes this trend to an increase in life 
expectancy, especially among men, which has made it more likely that older women would be 
living with their spouses rather than as widows. 
 
Publication 
$18M in Grants to Advance Public Interest Technology  
Published February 16, 2016 
   In a joint commitment to uncover new ways the Internet can be used to foster learning and 
promote justice, MacArthur and the Ford, Knight, Open Society, and Mozilla foundations have 
committed a combined $18M in grants to strengthen the emerging field of public interest 
technology. The grants will support a range of initiatives from fellowships that bring technology 
into journalism, science, and public policy, to a program that partners with civil society and 
government organizations to explore how technologies impact civil liberties, civil rights, and 
consumer protection matters. The NetGain partners also released their first report detailing 
opportunities and best practices for others to join the movement to build and expand public 
interest technology. 
 
 
Blue Meridian Partners 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 
billion in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for 
economically disadvantaged children and youth.  
January 29, 2016 
Announcing Blue Meridian Partners and More 
By Nancy Roob |  
[See Week in Review above for details] 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation   [to 20 February 2016] 
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 

http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/publications/fewer-women-ages-65-and-over-living-alone/
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2016/02/18/smaller-share-of-women-ages-65-and-older-are-living-alone/
http://www.pewresearch.org/
http://www.agingsocietynetwork.org/
http://www.agingsocietynetwork.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/publications/18m-grants-advance-public-interest-technology/
http://netgainpartnership.org/grants/
https://www.macfound.org/press/publications/18m-grants-advance-public-interest-technology/NetGainPartnership.org
http://netgainpartnership.org/report/
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/
http://www.emcf.org/news-perspectives/story/announcing-blue-meridian-partners-and-more-1/
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
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Voices – Access to Medicines 
Kyrgyzstan’s Long Fight for Generic Drugs Is Finally Paying Off  
February 17, 2016By Aibek Mukambetov 
   With more affordable medicines, pervasive illnesses like hepatitis C can be treated more 
widely. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
Statement  
Pew Applauds Designation of National Monuments in California Desert  
'Momentous action' protects the Mojave Trails, Sand to Snow, and Castle Mountains regions  
February 12, 2016  
Note: On Feb. 12, 2016, President Barack Obama designated three new national monuments in 
the California desert, encompassing nearly 1.8 million acres.  
    WASHINGTON—The Pew Charitable Trusts today praised the Obama administration’s 
designation of three new national monuments in the California desert: Mojave Trails, along 
historic Route 66 between Needles and Barstow; Sand to Snow, northwest of Palm Springs; and 
Castle Mountains, on the Nevada border south of Las Vegas. Mojave Trails is the largest land 
monument designated by President Barack Obama. 
    Mike Matz, director of Pew’s U.S. public lands program, released the following statement: 
“President Obama’s designation of the most expansive national monuments of his 
administration is a momentous action with positive implications for local economies, threatened 
historic and cultural areas, and migrating wildlife. We applaud the president’s thoughtful use of 
authority granted to him by Congress under the Antiquities Act to safeguard Mojave Trails, Sand 
to Snow, and Castle Mountains… 
 
Opinion  
The Transparency That Public Pensions Need  
   Pension investments are increasingly complex, but disclosure standards have not kept pace  
February 16, 2016  
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/voices/kyrgyzstan-s-long-fight-generic-drugs-finally-paying
http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/statements/2016/02/12/pew-applauds-plan-to-create-large-national-monuments-in-california-desert
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/multimedia/video/2015/californias-mojave-trails-desert-protections-important-for-wildlife
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/multimedia/video/2015/route-66-and-the-california-desert-lets-protect-the-mother-road
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/multimedia/video/2015/why-california-deserts-sand-to-snow-area-needs-lasting-protection
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/analysis/2015/11/13/castle-mountains-monument-would-enhance-mojave-preserve
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/projects/americas-wilderness
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/opinion/2016/02/the-transparency-that-public-pensions-need
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
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Wellcome Trust  [to 20 February 2016] 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm 
15 January 2016 
Tribute to award-winning scientist Professor Glyn Humphreys  
   The news of the sudden death yesterday of Professor Glyn Humphreys, Watts Chair of 
Experimental Psychology at the University of Oxford, has saddened many friends and colleagues 
at the Wellcome Trust.  
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Summer 2015, Volume 10, Number 3 
http://pnpcsw.pnpco.com/cadmus/testvol.asp?year=2015&journal=ajdm 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2016 Volume 50, Issue 3, p295-426, e65-e90  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[New issue; No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 106, Issue 3 (March 2016)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
AJPH LAW & ETHICS 
EBOLA VACCINE  
Ethical Rationale for the Ebola “Ring Vaccination” Trial Design 
Annette Rid, Franklin G. Miller 
American Journal of Public Health: March 2016, Vol. 106, No. 3: 432–435. 
Abstract |  
   The 2014 Ebola virus epidemic is the largest and most severe ever recorded. With no 
approved vaccines or specific treatments for Ebola, clinical trials were launched within months 
of the epidemic in an unprecedented show of global partnership. One of these trials used a 
highly innovative “ring vaccination” design. The design was chosen for operational, scientific, 
and ethical reasons—in particular, it was regarded as ethically superior to individually 
randomized placebo-controlled trials. 

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/WTP060100.htm
http://pnpcsw.pnpco.com/cadmus/testvol.asp?year=2015&journal=ajdm
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2015.302996
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   We scrutinize the ethical rationale for the ring vaccination design. We argue that the ring 
vaccination design is ethical but fundamentally equivalent to placebo-controlled designs with 
respect to withholding a potentially effective intervention from the control group. 
   We discuss the implications for the ongoing ring vaccination trial and future research. 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
February 2016; 94 (2)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 20 February 2016) 
Research article 
Evaluating a complex model designed to increase access to high quality primary 
mental health care for under-served groups: a multi-method study  
Christopher Dowrick, Peter Bower, Carolyn Chew-Graham, Karina Lovell, Suzanne Edwards, 
Jonathan Lamb, Katie Bristow, Mark Gabbay, Heather Burroughs, Susan Beatty, Waquas 
Waheed, Mark Hann and Linda Gask 
BMC Health Services Research 2016 16:58  
Published on: 17 February 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Many people with mental distress are disadvantaged because care is not available or does not 
address their needs. In order to increase access to high quality primary mental health care for 
under-served groups, we created a model of care with three discrete elements: community 
engagement, primary care training and tailored wellbeing interventions. We have previously 
demonstrated the individual impact of each element of the model. Here we assess the 
effectiveness of the combined model in increasing access to and improving the quality of 
primary mental health care. We test the assumptions that access to the wellbeing interventions 
is increased by the presence of community engagement and primary care training; and that 
quality of primary mental health care is increased by the presence of community engagement 
and the wellbeing interventions. 
Methods 
We implemented the model in four under-served localities in North-West England, focusing on 
older people and minority ethnic populations. Using a quasi-experimental design with no-
intervention comparators, we gathered a combination of quantitative and qualitative 
information. Quantitative information, including referral and recruitment rates for the wellbeing 
interventions, and practice referrals to mental health services, was analysed descriptively. 
Qualitative information derived from interview and focus group responses to topic guides from 
more than 110 participants. Framework analysis was used to generate findings from the 
qualitative data. 
Results 
Access to the wellbeing interventions was associated with the presence of the community 
engagement and the primary care training elements. Referrals to the wellbeing interventions 
were associated with community engagement, while recruitment was associated with primary 

http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-016-1298-5
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-016-1298-5
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care training. Qualitative data suggested that the mechanisms underlying these associations 
were increased awareness and sense of agency. The quality of primary mental health care was 
enhanced by information gained from our community mapping activities, and by the offer of 
access to the wellbeing interventions. There were variable benefits from health practitioner 
participation in community consultative groups. We also found that participation in the 
wellbeing interventions led to increased community engagement. 
Conclusions 
We explored the interactions between elements of a multilevel intervention and identified 
important associations and underlying mechanisms. Further research is needed to test the 
generalisability of the model. 
Trial registration 
Current Controlled Trials, reference ISRCTN68572159. Registered 25 February 2013. 
 
Research article 
Maternal mental health in primary care in five low- and middle-income countries: a 
situational analysis  
Emily C. Baron, Charlotte Hanlon, Sumaya Mall, Simone Honikman, Erica Breuer, Tasneem 
Kathree, Nagendra P. Luitel, Juliet Nakku, Crick Lund, Girmay Medhin, Vikram Patel, Inge 
Petersen, Sanjay Shrivastava and Mark Tomlinson 
BMC Health Services Research 2016 16:53  
Published on: 16 February 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
The integration of maternal mental health into primary health care has been advocated to 
reduce the mental health treatment gap in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). This 
study reports findings of a cross-country situation analysis on maternal mental health and 
services available in five LMICs, to inform the development of integrated maternal mental 
health services integrated into primary health care. 
Methods 
The situation analysis was conducted in five districts in Ethiopia, India, Nepal, South Africa and 
Uganda, as part of the Programme for Improving Mental Health Care (PRIME). The analysis 
reports secondary data on the prevalence and impact of priority maternal mental disorders 
(perinatal depression, alcohol use disorders during pregnancy and puerperal psychosis), existing 
policies, plans and services for maternal mental health, and other relevant contextual factors, 
such as explanatory models for mental illness. 
Results 
Limited data were available at the district level, although generalizable data from other sites 
was identified in most cases. Community and facility-based prevalences ranged widely across 
PRIME countries for perinatal depression (3–50 %) and alcohol consumption during pregnancy 
(5–51 %). Maternal mental health was included in mental health policies in South Africa, India 
and Ethiopia, and a mental health care plan was in the process of being implemented in South 
Africa. No district reported dedicated maternal mental health services, but referrals to 
specialised care in psychiatric units or general hospitals were possible. No information was 
available on coverage for maternal mental health care. Challenges to the provision of maternal 
mental health care included; limited evidence on feasible detection and treatment strategies for 
maternal mental disorders, lack of mental health specialists in the public health sector, lack of 
prescribing guidelines for pregnant and breastfeeding women, and stigmatising attitudes among 
primary health care staff and the community. 

http://www.isrctn.com/ISRCTN68572159?q=ISRCTN68572159
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-016-1291-z
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-016-1291-z
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Conclusions 
It is difficult to anticipate demand for mental health care at district level in the five countries, 
given the lack of evidence on the prevalence and treatment coverage of women with maternal 
mental disorders. Limited evidence on effective psychosocial interventions was also noted, and 
must be addressed for mental health programmes, such as PRIME, to implement feasible and 
effective services. 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 20 February 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 20 February 2016)  
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 20 February 2016)  
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 20 February 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 20 February 2016) 
Research article 
Association between malaria and malnutrition among children aged under-five years 
in Adami Tulu District, south-central Ethiopia: a case–control study  
Malaria and malnutrition are the major causes of morbidity and mortality in under-five children 
in developing countries such as Ethiopia. Malnutrition is the associated cause for about half of 
the deaths that ... 
Bilal Shikur, Wakgari Deressa and Bernt Lindtjørn 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:174  
Published on: 19 February 2016 
 
Research article 
Reducing routine vaccination dropout rates: evaluating two interventions in three 
Kenyan districts, 2014  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2838-y
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2838-y
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2823-5
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2823-5
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Adam Haji, S. Lowther, Z. Ngan’ga, Z. Gura, C. Tabu, H. Sandhu and Wences Arvelo 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:152  
Published on: 16 February 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Globally, vaccine preventable diseases are responsible for nearly 20 % of deaths annually 
among children <5 years old. Worldwide, many children dropout from the vaccination program, 
are vaccinated late, or incompletely vaccinated. We evaluated the impact of text messaging and 
sticker reminders to reduce dropouts from the vaccination program. 
Methods 
The evaluation was conducted in three selected districts in Kenya: Machakos, Langata and 
Njoro. Three health facilities were selected in each district, and randomly allocated to send text 
messages or provide stickers reminding parents to bring their children for second and third dose 
of pentavalent vaccine, or to the control group (routine reminder) with next appointment date 
indicated on the well-child booklet. Children aged <12 months presenting for their first dose of 
pentavalent vaccine were enrolled. A dropout was defined as not returning for vaccination 
≥2 weeks after scheduled date for third dose of pentavalent vaccine. We calculated dropout 
rate as a percentage of the difference between first and third pentavalent dose. 
Results 
We enrolled 1,116 children; 372 in each intervention and 372 controls between February and 
October 2014. Median age was 45 days old (range: 31–99 days), and 574 (51 %) were male. 
There were 136 (12 %) dropouts. Thirteen (4 %) children dropped out among those who 
received text messages, 60 (16 %) among who received sticker reminders, and 63 (17 %) 
among the controls. Having a caregiver with below secondary education [Odds Ratio (OR) 1.8, 
95 % Confidence Interval (CI) 1.1–3.2], and residing >5 km from health facility (OR 1.6, CI 
1.0–2.7) were associated with higher odds of dropping out. Those who received text messages 
were less likely to drop out compared to controls (OR 0.2, CI 0.04–0.8). There was no statistical 
difference between those who received stickers and controls (OR 0.9, CI 0.5–1.6). 
Conclusion 
Text message reminders can reduce vaccination dropout rates in Kenya. We recommend the 
extended implementation of text message reminders in routine vaccination services. 
 
Research article 
The first mile: community experience of outbreak control during an Ebola outbreak 
in Luwero District, Uganda  
A major challenge to outbreak control lies in early detection of viral haemorrhagic fevers (VHFs) 
in local community contexts during the critical initial stages of an epidemic, when risk of 
spreading is its highest... 
Daniel H. de Vries, Jude T. Rwemisisi, Laban K. Musinguzi, Turinawe E. Benoni, Denis Muhangi, 
Marije de Groot, David Kaawa-Mafigiri and Robert Pool 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:161  
Published on: 16 February 2016 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 20 February 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 

http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2852-0
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2852-0
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
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BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 20 February 2016) 
Research 
The economic burden of childhood pneumococcal diseases in The Gambia  
Effua Usuf, Grant Mackenzie, Sana Sambou, Deborah Atherly and Chutima Suraratdecha 
Published on: 17 February 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Streptococcus pneumoniae is a common cause of child death. However, the economic burden of 
pneumococcal disease in low-income countries is poorly described. We aimed to estimate from 
a societal perspective, the costs incurred by health providers and families of children with 
pneumococcal diseases. 
Methods 
We recruited children less than 5 years of age with outpatient pneumonia, inpatient pneumonia, 
pneumococcal sepsis and bacterial meningitis at facilities in rural and urban Gambia. We 
collected provider costs, out of pocket costs and productivity loss for the families of children. 
For each disease diagnostic category, costs were collected before, during, and for 1 week after 
discharge from hospital or outpatient visit. 
Results 
A total of 340 children were enrolled; 100 outpatient pneumonia, 175 inpatient pneumonia 36 
pneumococcal sepsis, and 29 bacterial meningitis cases. The mean provider costs per patient 
for treating outpatient pneumonia, inpatient pneumonia, pneumococcal sepsis and meningitis 
were US$8, US$64, US$87 and US$124 respectively and the mean out of pocket costs per 
patient were US$6, US$31, US$44 and US$34 respectively. The economic burden of outpatient 
pneumonia, inpatient pneumonia, pneumococcal sepsis and meningitis increased to US$15, 
US$109, US$144 and US$170 respectively when family members’ time loss from work was 
taken into account. 
Conclusion 
The economic burden of pneumococcal disease in The Gambia is substantial, costs to families 
was approximately one-third to a half of the provider costs, and accounted for up to 30 % of 
total societal costs. The introduction of pneumococcal conjugate vaccine has the potential to 
significantly reduce this economic burden in this society. 
 
 
BMJ Open 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 2 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
British Medical Journal 
20 February 2016 (vol 352, issue 8045) 
http://www.bmj.com/content/352/8045 
Research Update 

http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12962-016-0053-4
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.bmj.com/content/352/8045
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Publication and reporting of clinical trial results: cross sectional analysis across 
academic medical centers  
BMJ 2016; 352 :i637 (Published 17 February 2016)  
Abstract 
Objective  
To determine rates of publication and reporting of results within two years for all completed 
clinical trials registered in ClinicalTrials.gov across leading academic medical centers in the 
United States. 
Design  
Cross sectional analysis. 
Setting  
Academic medical centers in the United States. 
Participants  
Academic medical centers with 40 or more completed interventional trials registered on 
ClinicalTrials.gov. 
Methods  
Using the Aggregate Analysis of ClinicalTrials.gov database and manual review, we identified all 
interventional clinical trials registered on ClinicalTrials.gov with a primary completion date 
between October 2007 and September 2010 and with a lead investigator affiliated with an 
academic medical center. 
Main outcome measures  
The proportion of trials that disseminated results, defined as publication or reporting of results 
on ClinicalTrials.gov, overall and within 24 months of study completion. 
Results  
We identified 4347 interventional clinical trials across 51 academic medical centers. Among the 
trials, 1005 (23%) enrolled more than 100 patients, 1216 (28%) were double blind, and 2169 
(50%) were phase II through IV. Overall, academic medical centers disseminated results for 
2892 (66%) trials, with 1560 (35.9%) achieving this within 24 months of study completion. The 
proportion of clinical trials with results disseminated within 24 months of study completion 
ranged from 16.2% (6/37) to 55.3% (57/103) across academic medical centers. The proportion 
of clinical trials published within 24 months of study completion ranged from 10.8% (4/37) to 
40.3% (31/77) across academic medical centers, whereas results reporting on ClinicalTrials.gov 
ranged from 1.6% (2/122) to 40.7% (72/177). 
Conclusions  
Despite the ethical mandate and expressed values and mission of academic institutions, there is 
poor performance and noticeable variation in the dissemination of clinical trial results across 
leading academic medical centers. 
 
 
Brown Journal of World Affairs 
Volume XXI Issue 1 Fall–Winter 2014 
http://brown.edu/initiatives/journal-world-affairs/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 94, Number 2, February 2016, 77-156 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/2/en/ 

http://www.bmj.com/content/352/bmj.i637
http://www.bmj.com/content/352/bmj.i637
http://brown.edu/initiatives/journal-world-affairs/
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/2/en/
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
January/February 2016  Volume 21, Issue 3  Pages 1–88 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 20 February 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
February 2016 - Volume 29 - Issue 1  pp: v-vi,1-98 
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
December 2015  Volume 15, Issue 3  Pages iii–iii, 115–275 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2015.15.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 26, Issue 2, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
January 2016  Volume 34, Issue 1  Pages i–ii, 5–174 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2016.34.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 11, Issue 3, 2016  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume  9  - Issue 06 - December 2015 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.3/issuetoc
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2015.15.issue-2/issuetoc
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2016.34.issue-1/issuetoc
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
January 2016   Volume 40, Issue 1  Pages 1–182 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2016.40.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
February 2016, Volume 33, Issue 2  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 15,   In Progress   (June 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 1  
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume  144  - Issue 04 - March 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 26, Issue 1, 1 February 2016 
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 59,   In Progress   (February 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 7, Issue 6, December 2015 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/7/6/page/1 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2016.40.issue-1/issuetoc
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/7/6/page/1


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 42, Issue 3, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 9 No. 1, Spring 2015  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
Issue Focus: The Ottoman Genocides of Armenians, Assyrians, and Greeks  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
December 2015 | Volume 3 | Issue 4  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Governance 
http://blogs.shu.edu/ghg/category/complete-issues/spring-autumn-2014/ 
[Accessed 20 February 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 11, Issue 3, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 20 February 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
February 2016; Volume 35, Issue 2  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Issue Focus: Vaccines 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://blogs.shu.edu/ghg/category/complete-issues/spring-autumn-2014/
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current
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Volume 17, Issue 2  December 2015 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Issue: Evidence of the Impact of Human Rights-Based Approaches to Health  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume  11  - Issue 01 - January 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 31 Issue 1 February 2016  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 20 February 2016] 
Research 
The 10 largest public and philanthropic funders of health research in the world: 
what they fund and how they distribute their funds  
Roderik F. Viergever and Thom C. C. Hendriks 
Published on: 18 February 2016 
Abstract 
Background 
Little is known about who the main public and philanthropic funders of health research are 
globally, what they fund and how they decide what gets funded. This study aims to identify the 
10 largest public and philanthropic health research funding organizations in the world, to report 
on what they fund, and on how they distribute their funds. 
Methods 
The world’s key health research funding organizations were identified through a search strategy 
aimed at identifying different types of funding organizations. Organizations were ranked by their 
reported total annual health research expenditures. For the 10 largest funding organizations, 
data were collected on (1) funding amounts allocated towards 20 health areas, and (2) 
schemes employed for distributing funding (intramural/extramural, 
project/‘people’/organizational and targeted/untargeted funding). Data collection consisted of a 
review of reports and websites and interviews with representatives of funding organizations. 
Data collection was challenging; data were often not reported or reported using different 
classification systems. 
Results 
Overall, 55 key health research funding organizations were identified. The 10 largest funding 
organizations together funded research for $37.1 billion, constituting 40% of all public and 
philanthropic health research spending globally. The largest funder was the United States 
National Institutes of Health ($26.1 billion), followed by the European Commission ($3.7 billion), 
and the United Kingdom Medical Research Council ($1.3 billion). The largest philanthropic 

http://www.hhrjournal.org/
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-015-0074-z
http://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-015-0074-z
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funder was the Wellcome Trust ($909.1 million), the largest funder of health research through 
official development assistance was USAID ($186.4 million), and the largest multilateral funder 
was the World Health Organization ($135.0 million). Funding distribution mechanisms and 
funding patterns varied substantially between the 10 largest funders. 
Conclusions 
There is a need for increased transparency about who the main funders of health research 
are globally, what they fund and how they decide on what gets funded, and for improving the 
evidence base for various funding models. Data on organizations’ funding patterns and funding 
distribution mechanisms are often not available, and when they are, they are reported using 
different classification systems. To start increasing transparency in health research funding, we 
have established www.healthresearchfunders.org that lists health research funding 
organizations worldwide and their health research expenditures. 

 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 38, Number 1, February 2016 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/human_rights_quarterly/toc/hrq.38.1.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Human Service Organizations Management, Leadership & Governance 
Volume 40, Issue 1, 2016 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wasw21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 65 November 2015 
http://odihpn.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/HE_65_web.pdf 
Special Feature: The Crisis in Iraq 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 5, No 2 (2015) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/14 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 20 February 2016]  
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 8 Issue 1 January 2016  
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 

http://www.healthresearchfunders.org/
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/human_rights_quarterly/toc/hrq.38.1.html
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wasw21/current
http://odihpn.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/HE_65_web.pdf
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/14
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 4, Issue 2, 2015  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/4/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 15,   In Progress   (March 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/15 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
January 2016   Volume 42, p1-74  
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712%2815%29X0012-9 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 23, Issue 2, 2016 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier]  
 
 
International Migration Review 
Winter 2015  Volume 49, Issue 4  Pages 843–1070, e33–e48 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2015.49.issue-4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier]  
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
November 2015 - Volume 13 - Issue 3  pp: 200-296 
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
February 16, 2016, Vol 315, No. 7 
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[New issue: No relevant content identified] 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
February 2016, Vol 170, No. 2 
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 

http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/4/2
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/15
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712%2815%29X0012-9
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/tsdw20?open=23#vol_23
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2015.49.issue-4/issuetoc
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Asian Development  
Vol 1, No 1 (2015) 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
February 2016, Issue 1, Pages 1-205  
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/41/1/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 118, Pages 1-298 (January 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/118 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 1, Issue 4, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
March 2016, Volume 70, Issue 3  
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
Editorial 
Methods to estimate maternal mortality: a global perspective 
Serena Donati, Alice Maraschini, Marta Buoncristiano, the Regional Maternal Mortality Working 
Group 
Author Affiliations 
National Centre for Epidemiology, Surveillance, and Health Promotion—Istituto Superiore di 
Sanità, Italian National Institute of Health, Rome Italy  
Extract 
The maternal mortality ratio (MMR) is globally a reproductive health core indicator, and the 
death of a woman, while pregnant or within 42 days of termination of pregnancy, is always, 
anywhere and anyway, a tragedy for the entire community. Reducing the MMR is one of the 
Millennium Development Goals and the UN Global strategy for women's and children's health 
mobilised multiple resources and commitments to accelerate this objective.1 However MMR 
estimates and accurate identification of the causes of maternal death are still a complex and 
difficult challenge. In most developing country settings, owing to the lack of complete and 
accurate civil registration systems, MMR estimates are based on data from a variety of 
alternative sources including censuses, household surveys, reproductive age mortality studies 
and verbal autopsies.2 The WHO classified 183 countries/territories according to the availability 
and quality of maternal mortality data: 67 countries (covering 17% of births) having complete 

http://www.macrothink.org/journal/index.php/jad/issue/view/401
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/41/1/page/1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/118
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/uhmt20?open=1#vol_1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/1/4
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current
http://jech.bmj.com/content/70/3/217.extract
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civil registration data with good attribution of causes of death, 96 countries (covering 81% of 
births) having incomplete civil registration and/or other types of maternal mortality data and 20 
countries (covering 2% of births) lacking national data on maternal mortality. For the last two 
categories, a regression model has been developed to estimate maternal mortality figures.3 The 
Demographic and Health Surveys Program4 uses the sisterhood method for Maternal Mortality 
estimations. This method remains the major source of empirical data on maternal mortality in 
developing countries, although it presents notable limitations. 
 
Ebola, jobs and economic activity in Liberia  
Jeremy Bowles, Jonas Hjort, Timothy Melvin, Eric Werker 
J Epidemiol Community Health 2016;70:271-277 Published Online First: 5 October 2015 
doi:10.1136/jech-2015-205959  
Abstract 
Background  
The 2014 Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in the neighbouring West African countries of 
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone represents the most significant setback to the region's 
development in over a decade. This study provides evidence on the extent to which economic 
activity declined and jobs disappeared in Liberia during the outbreak.  
Methods  
To estimate how the level of activity and number of jobs in a given set of firms changed during 
the outbreak, we use a unique panel data set of registered firms surveyed by the business-
development non-profit organisation, Building Markets. We also compare the change in 
economic activity during the outbreak, across regions of the country that had more versus 
fewer Ebola cases in a difference-in-differences approach.  
Findings  
We find a large decrease in economic activity and jobs in all of Liberia during the Ebola 
outbreak, and an especially large decline in Monrovia. Outside of Monrovia, the restaurants, and 
food and beverages sectors have suffered the most among the surveyed sectors, and in 
Monrovia, the construction and restaurant sectors have shed the most employees, while the 
food and beverages sectors experienced the largest drop in new contracts. We find little 
association between the incidence of Ebola cases and declines in economic activity outside of 
Monrovia.  
Conclusions  
If the large decline in economic activity that occurred during the Ebola outbreak persists, a 
focus on economic recovery may need to be added to the efforts to rebuild and support the 
healthcare system in order for Liberia to regain its footing.  
 
Immunisation coverage in rural–urban migrant children in low and middle-income 
countries (LMICs): a systematic review and meta-analysis  
Abiyemi Benita Awoh, Emma Plugge 
J Epidemiol Community Health 2016;70:305-311 Published Online First: 7 September 2015 
doi:10.1136/jech-2015-205652  
Abstract 
Background  
The majority of children who die from vaccine-preventable diseases (VPDs) live in low-income 
and-middle-income countries (LMICs). With the rapid urbanisation and rural–urban migration 
ongoing in LMICs, available research suggests that migration status might be a determinant of 

http://jech.bmj.com/content/70/3/271.abstract
http://jech.bmj.com/content/70/3/305.abstract
http://jech.bmj.com/content/70/3/305.abstract
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immunisation coverage in LMICs, with rural–urban migrant (RUM) children being less likely to 
be immunised.  
Objectives  
To examine and synthesise the data on immunisation coverage in RUM children in LMICs and to 
compare coverage in these children with non-migrant children.  
Methods A multiple database search of published and unpublished literature on immunisation 
coverage for the routine Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) vaccines in RUM children 
aged 5 years and below was conducted. Following a staged exclusion process, studies that met 
the inclusion criteria were assessed for quality and data extracted for meta-analysis.  
Results  
Eleven studies from three countries (China, India and Nigeria) were included in the review. 
There was substantial statistical heterogeneity between the studies, thus no summary estimate 
was reported for the meta-analysis. Data synthesis from the studies showed that the proportion 
of fully immunised RUM children was lower than the WHO bench-mark of 90% at the national 
level. RUMs were also less likely to be fully immunised than the urban-non-migrants and 
general population. For the individual EPI vaccines, all but two studies showed lower 
immunisation coverage in RUMs compared with the general population using national coverage 
estimates.  
Conclusions  
This review indicates that there is an association between rural–urban migration and 
immunisation coverage in LMICs with RUMs being less likely to be fully immunised than the 
urban non-migrants and the general population. Specific efforts to improve immunisation 
coverage in this subpopulation of urban residents will not only reduce morbidity and mortality 
from VPDs in migrants but will also reduce health inequity and the risk of infectious disease 
outbreaks in wider society.  
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 11, Issue 3, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/.U2V-Elf4L0l#.VAJEj2N4WF8 
Forum: The Sustainable Development Goals  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Infectious Diseases (JGID)  
January-March 2016  Volume 8 | Issue 1   Page Nos. 1-56 
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 27, Number 1, February 2016 
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_health_care_for_the_poor_and_underserved/toc/hpu.
27.1.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/.U2V-Elf4L0l#.VAJEj2N4WF8
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_health_care_for_the_poor_and_underserved/toc/hpu.27.1.html
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_health_care_for_the_poor_and_underserved/toc/hpu.27.1.html
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Volume 5 Issue 3   2015 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/5/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 18, Issue 1, February 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/18/1/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 13, Issue 4, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 213 Issue 3 February 1, 2016  
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
January 2016  Volume 28, Issue 1  Pages 1–158 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v28.1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics  
Winter 2015  Volume 43, Issue 4  Pages 673–913 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-4/issuetoc 
Special Issue: SYMPOSIUM: Harmonizing Privacy Laws to Enable International 
Biobank Research: Part I 
[14 articles] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
February 2016, Volume 42, Issue 2  
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 4 Issue 4 December 2015  
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/5/3
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/18/1/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v28.1/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-4/issuetoc
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
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Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 37, Issue 1 (February 2016) 
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v37/n1/index.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
01 January 2016; volume 13, issue 114 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Knowledge Management for Development Journal 
Vol 11, No 2 (2015) 
http://journal.km4dev.org/journal/index.php/km4dj/index 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Feb 20, 2016 Volume 387 Number 10020 p717-816  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
An ambitious agenda for humanity 
The Lancet 
   As highlighted in today's Lancet, protracted conflicts continue to harm human health and 
wellbeing. In Yemen, 21 million of 24 million people are now in need of humanitarian assistance 
and 15 million lack access to health care (see World Report). In Syria, despite a recent ceasefire 
agreement, fighting looks set to continue into its sixth year. A letter in this issue draws 
attention to the plight of the 1 million Syrian children who have been orphaned by the war. 
 
Comment 
Zika virus and microcephaly: why is this situation a PHEIC? 
David L Heymann, Abraham Hodgson, Amadou Alpha Sall, David O Freedman, J Erin Staples, 
Fernando Althabe, Kalpana Baruah, Ghazala Mahmud, Nyoman Kandun, Pedro F C Vasconcelos, 
Silvia Bino, K U MenonPublished Online: 10 February 2016 
Summary 
When the Director-General of WHO declared, on Feb 1, 2016, that recently reported clusters of 
microcephaly and other neurological disorders are a Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern (PHEIC),1 it was on the advice of an Emergency Committee of the International Health 
Regulations and of other experts whom she had previously consulted. We are the members of 
the Emergency Committee, and we were identified by the Director-General from rosters of 
experts that had been submitted by WHO Member States. 
 
Health Policy 
Moving towards universal health coverage: lessons from 11 country studies 
Michael R Reich, Joseph Harris, Naoki Ikegami, Akiko Maeda, Cheryl Cashin, Edson C Araujo, 
Keizo Takemi, Timothy G Evans 

http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v37/n1/index.html
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current
http://journal.km4dev.org/journal/index.php/km4dj/index
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2816%2900385-8/abstract
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)00320-2/abstract
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2815%2960002-2/abstract
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Summary 
In recent years, many countries have adopted universal health coverage (UHC) as a national 
aspiration. In response to increasing demand for a systematic assessment of global experiences 
with UHC, the Government of Japan and the World Bank collaborated on a 2-year multicountry 
research programme to analyse the processes of moving towards UHC. The programme 
included 11 countries (Bangladesh, Brazil, Ethiopia, France, Ghana, Indonesia, Japan, Peru, 
Thailand, Turkey, and Vietnam), representing diverse geographical, economic, and historical 
contexts. The study identified common challenges and opportunities and useful insights for how 
to move towards UHC. The study showed that UHC is a complex process, fraught with 
challenges, many possible pathways, and various pitfalls—but is also feasible and achievable. 
Movement towards UHC is a long-term policy engagement that needs both technical knowledge 
and political know-how. Technical solutions need to be accompanied by pragmatic and 
innovative strategies that address the national political economy context. 
 
 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Feb 2016 Volume 16 Number 2 p131-264  e10-e21  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Lancet Global Health 
Feb 2016 Volume 4 Number 2 e69-e136  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 20, Issue 2, February 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/20/2/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
February 2016; 36 (2)  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
December 2015  Volume 93, Issue 4  Pages 651–883 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.2015.93.issue-4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 530 Number 7590 pp253-376  18 February 2016 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/20/2/page/1
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-0009.2015.93.issue-4/issuetoc
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http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Comment 
Pollution: Three steps to a green shipping industry 
   It is time to crack down on the emissions and destructive development caused by vast 
container vessels that pollute the air and seas, write Zheng Wan and colleagues. 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
February 2016, Volume 22 No 2 pp115-217 
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n2/index.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
February 18, 2016  Vol. 374 No. 7 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
Zika Virus in the Americas — Yet Another Arbovirus Threat 
A.S. Fauci and D.M. Morens 
[Extract; Free full text] 
   The explosive pandemic of Zika virus infection occurring throughout South America, Central 
America, and the Caribbean and potentially threatening the United States is the most recent of 
four unexpected arrivals of important arthropod-borne viral diseases in the Western Hemisphere 
over the past 20 years. It follows dengue, which entered this hemisphere stealthily over 
decades and then more aggressively in the 1990s; West Nile virus, which emerged in 1999; and 
chikungunya, which emerged in 2013. Are the successive migrations of these viruses unrelated, 
or do they reflect important new patterns of disease emergence? Furthermore, are there 
secondary health consequences of this arbovirus pandemic that set it apart from others?.. 
 
Original Articles 
Clinical Management of Ebola Virus Disease in the United States and Europe 
T.M. Uyeki and Others 
 
 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
February 2016; 45 (1)  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
OxMo – Vol. 5, No. 2 
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Pediatrics  
February 2016, VOLUME 137 / ISSUE 2 

http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
http://www.nature.com/doifinder/10.1038/530275a
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n2/index.html
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1600297
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1504874
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current
http://oxmofm.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/OxMo-Vol.-5-No.-2-Full-issue.pdf
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/
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http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/137/2?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 34, Issue 1, January 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/33/12/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 20 February 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
(Accessed 20 February 2016) 
[No new content] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 20 February 2016)  
Essay 
The Health Care Consequences Of Australian Immigration Policies  
John-Paul Sanggaran, Bridget Haire, Deborah Zion  
Essay | published 16 Feb 2016 | PLOS Medicine  
10.1371/journal.pmed.1001960 
Summary Points 
:: In Australia, immigration policy is to incarcerate those seeking asylum in order to deter others 
from coming. 
:: Within this environment, health care providers frequently experience “dual loyalty” conflict, 
whereby they cannot serve the interests of both their patients and their employers. 
:: The ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture (OPCAT) would 
allow for domestic and international monitoring of places of detention, which would serve to 
ameliorate some of the most problematic aspects of the detention system, including the 
undemocratic lack of transparency. 
:: This would assist in resolving the “dual loyalty” conflict that health care workers must 
contend with in the current situation. 
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 20 February 2016) 
Research Article 

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/137/2?current-issue=y
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/33/12/page/1
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/
http://www.plosmedicine.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1001960
http://www.plosntds.org/
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Concerted Efforts to Control or Eliminate Neglected Tropical Diseases: How Much 
Health Will Be Gained?  
Sake J. de Vlas, Wilma A. Stolk, Epke A. le Rutte, Jan A. C. Hontelez, Roel Bakker, David J. Blok, 
Rui Cai, Tanja A. J. Houweling, Margarete C. Kulik, Edeltraud J. Lenk, Marianne Luyendijk, 
Suzette M. Matthijsse, William K. Redekop, Inge Wagenaar, Julie Jacobson, Nico J. D. 
Nagelkerke, Jan H. Richardus  
Research Article | published 18 Feb 2016 | PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases  
10.1371/journal.pntd.0004386 
Abstract 
Background 
The London Declaration (2012) was formulated to support and focus the control and elimination 
of ten neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), with targets for 2020 as formulated by the WHO 
Roadmap. Five NTDs (lymphatic filariasis, onchocerciasis, schistosomiasis, soil-transmitted 
helminths and trachoma) are to be controlled by preventive chemotherapy (PCT), and four 
(Chagas’ disease, human African trypanosomiasis, leprosy and visceral leishmaniasis) by 
innovative and intensified disease management (IDM). Guinea worm, virtually eradicated, is not 
considered here. We aim to estimate the global health impact of meeting these targets in terms 
of averted morbidity, mortality, and disability adjusted life years (DALYs). 
Methods 
The Global Burden of Disease (GBD) 2010 study provides prevalence and burden estimates for 
all nine NTDs in 1990 and 2010, by country, age and sex, which were taken as the basis for our 
calculations. Estimates for other years were obtained by interpolating between 1990 (or the 
start-year of large-scale control efforts) and 2010, and further extrapolating until 2030, such 
that the 2020 targets were met. The NTD disease manifestations considered in the GBD study 
were analyzed as either reversible or irreversible. Health impacts were assessed by comparing 
the results of achieving the targets with the counterfactual, construed as the health burden had 
the 1990 (or 2010 if higher) situation continued unabated. 
Principle Findings/Conclusions 
Our calculations show that meeting the targets will lead to about 600 million averted DALYs in 
the period 2011–2030, nearly equally distributed between PCT and IDM-NTDs, with the health 
gain amongst PCT-NTDs mostly (96%) due to averted disability and amongst IDM-NTDs largely 
(95%) from averted mortality. These health gains include about 150 million averted irreversible 
disease manifestations (e.g. blindness) and 5 million averted deaths. Control of soil-transmitted 
helminths accounts for one third of all averted DALYs. We conclude that the projected health 
impact of the London Declaration justifies the required efforts. 
Author Summary 
Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) are a group of infectious diseases that occur mostly in poor, 
warm countries. NTDs are caused by various bacteria and parasites, such as worms. They can 
either be cured or prevented through drugs and other interventions, such as control of insects 
that spread the infection. The London Declaration is a statement by various organizations, 
including the World Health Organization (WHO) and pharmaceutical companies that donate the 
necessary drugs. The declaration endorses targets for disease reductions by 2020, as recently 
formulated in the WHO Roadmap, to be achieved by rigorous application of available 
interventions. We explore how much health can be gained if these targets are indeed achieved. 
We estimate that in such case 5 million deaths can be averted before 2030 and also that huge 
reductions in ill-health and disability can be realized. Over the period 2011–2030, a total health 
gain would be accomplished of about 600 million disability adjusted life years (DALYs) averted. 
DALYs are a measure of disease burden, consisting of life years lost and years lived with 

http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0004386
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0004386
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disability. This enormous health gain seems to justify similar investments as for e.g. HIV or 
malaria control 
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 20 February 2016] 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
PLoS Pathogens 
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/ 
(Accessed 20 February 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/ 
(Accessed 20 February 2016) 
Social Sciences - Economic Sciences - Social Sciences - Sustainability Science:  
The effect of rights-based fisheries management on risk taking and fishing safety  
Lisa Pfeiffer and Trevor Gratz 
PNAS 2016 ; published ahead of print February 16, 2016, doi:10.1073/pnas.1509456113 
Significance 
Commercial fishing is a dangerous occupation despite decades of regulatory initiatives aimed at 
making it safer. We posit that the individual allocation of fishing quota can improve safety by 
solving many of the problems associated with the competitive race to fish, which manifest 
themselves in risky behavior such as fishing in poor weather. We present a previously 
unidentified approach to evaluation: estimating the change in the propensity to start a fishing 
trip in poor weather conditions as a result of the management change. We chronicle a 
revolution in risk-taking behavior by fishermen (a 79% decrease in the annual average rate of 
fishing on high wind days) that is due to the change in economic incentives provided by rights-
based management.  
Abstract 
Commercial fishing is a dangerous occupation despite decades of regulatory initiatives aimed at 
making it safer. We posit that rights-based fisheries management (the individual allocation of 
fishing quota to vessels or fishing entities, also called catch shares) can improve safety by 
solving many of the problems associated with the competitive race to fish experienced in 
fisheries around the world. The competitive nature of such fisheries results in risky behavior 
such as fishing in poor weather, overloading vessels with fishing gear, and neglecting 
maintenance. Although not necessarily intended to address safety issues, catch shares eliminate 
many of the economic incentives to fish as rapidly as possible. We develop a dataset and 
methods to empirically evaluate the effects of the adoption of catch shares management on a 
particularly risky type of behavior: the propensity to fish in stormy weather. After catch shares 
was implemented in an economically important US West Coast fishery, a fisherman’s probability 
of taking a fishing trip in high wind conditions decreased by 82% compared with only 31% in 
the former race to fish fishery. Overall, catch shares caused the average annual rate of fishing 

http://www.plosone.org/
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/recent
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/02/09/1509456113.abstract
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on high wind days to decrease by 79%. These results are evidence that institutional changes 
can significantly reduce individual, voluntary risk exposure and result in safer fisheries.  
 
 
Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume  31  - Issue 01 - February 2016 
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=PDM&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 83, Pages 1-76 (February 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/83 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics 
Volume 8 Issue 3 November 2015  
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Special Symposium: Antimicrobial Resistance 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
February 2016; 26 (3)  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: Qualitative Meta-Analysis 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 34 Issue 4 December 2015  
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 20 February 2016] 
Research 
The neonatal mortality and its determinants in rural communities of Eastern Uganda  
Rornald M. Kananura, Moses Tetui, Aloysius Mutebi, John N. Bua, Peter Waiswa, Suzanne N. 
Kiwanuka, Elizabeth Ekirapa-Kiracho and Fredrick Makumbi 
Published on: 16 February 2016 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  

https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=PDM&tab=currentissue
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/83
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content
http://reproductive-health-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12978-016-0119-y
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September 2015  Vol. 38, No. 3 
http://www.paho.org/journal/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
January 2016  Volume 36, Issue 1  Pages 1–181 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2016.36.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
19 February 2016  Vol 351, Issue 6275 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Perspectives 
Beyond Ebola 
By Janet Currie, Bryan Grenfell, Jeremy Farrar 
Science19 Feb 2016 : 815-816  
[Free full text] 
Summary 
On 14 January 2016, Liberia was declared Ebola-free. A new case was identified shortly after 
the announcement, but it is nevertheless clear that the West African epidemic has moved on to 
a more hopeful phase. What lessons can be drawn from the Ebola crisis to help the 
international community to prepare for and respond to the next global epidemic? This question 
is particularly pertinent given the recent declaration of the Zika virus as a public health 
emergency. 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 150, Pages 1-290 (February 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/150 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[accessed 20 February 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Stanford Social Innovation Review 
Winter 2016   Volume 14, Number 1  
http://ssir.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 8, Issue 1 (January 2016), Articles 1- 

http://www.paho.org/journal/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2016.36.issue-1/issuetoc
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/351/6275/815
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/351/6275/815
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/150
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
http://ssir.org/
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http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/8/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
TORTURE Journal 
Volume 25, Nr. 2, 2015 
http://www.irct.org/Default.aspx?ID=5768 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
February 2016  Volume 21, Issue 2  Pages 157–291 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2016.21.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LII No. 3 2015   December 2015 
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Sustainable Energy 
This issue focuses on sustainable energy, and explores topics such as universal energy access, 
increasing the use of renewable energy, improved energy efficiency and the nexus between 
energy and development.  
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 10, Issue 4, 2015 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°77 - October 2015 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/77 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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