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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across 
these broad themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this 
regard. This is not intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
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An appeal to end the suffering in Syria 
21 January 2016, ongoing 
More than 120 humanitarian organizations and United Nations agencies issued a 
joint appeal today urging the world to raise their voices and call for an end to the 
Syria crisis and to the suffering endured by millions of civilians. The appeal also 
outlines a series of immediate, practical steps that can improve humanitarian access and the 
delivery of aid to those in need inside Syria. You are invited to “sign” the appeal simply by 
liking, sharing, and retweeting it. 
 
Three years ago, the leaders of UN humanitarian agencies issued an urgent appeal to those 
who could end the conflict in Syria. They called for every effort to save the Syrian people. 
“Enough”, they said, of the suffering and bloodshed. 
 
That was three years ago. 
 
Now, the war is approaching its sixth brutal year. The bloodshed continues. The suffering 
deepens. 
 
So today, we — leaders of humanitarian organisations and UN agencies — appeal not only to 
governments but to each of you — citizens around the world — to add your voices in urging an 
end to the carnage. To urge that all parties reach agreement on a ceasefire and a path to 
peace. 
 
More than ever before, the world needs to hear a collective public voice calling for an end to 
this outrage. Because this conflict and its consequences touch us all. 
 
It touches those in Syria who have lost loved ones and livelihoods, who have been uprooted 
from their homes, or who live in desperation under siege. Today, some 13.5 million people 
inside Syria need humanitarian assistance. That is not simply a statistic. These are 13.5 million 
individual human beings whose lives and futures are in jeopardy. 
 
It touches the families who, with few options for a better future, set out on perilous journeys to 
foreign lands in search of refuge. The war has seen 4.6 million people flee to neighbouring 
countries and beyond. 
 
It touches a generation of children and young people who — deprived of education and 
traumatized by the horrors they have experienced — increasingly see their future shaped only by 
violence. 
 
It touches those far beyond Syria who have seen the violent repercussions of the crisis reach 
the streets, offices and restaurants closer to their homes. 
 
And it touches all those around the world whose economic wellbeing is affected, in ways visible 
and invisible, by the conflict. 
 
Those with the ability to stop the suffering can — and therefore should — take action now. Until 
there is a diplomatic solution to the fighting, such action should include: 

https://medium.com/@UNICEF/an-appeal-to-end-the-suffering-in-syria-44d803e494b#.t2ye1ywug
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- Unimpeded and sustained access for humanitarian organizations to bring immediate relief to 
all those in need inside Syria 
- Humanitarian pauses and unconditional, monitored ceasefires to allow food and other urgent 
assistance to be delivered to civilians, vaccinations and other health campaigns, and for children 
to return to school 
- A cessation of attacks on civilian infrastructure — so that schools and hospitals and water 
supplies are kept safe 
- Freedom of movement for all civilians and the immediate lifting of all sieges by all parties 
 
These are practical actions. There is no practical reason they could not be implemented if there 
is the will to do so. 
 
In the name of our shared humanity… for the sake of the millions of innocents who have 
already suffered so much… and for the millions more whose lives and futures hang in the 
balance, we call for action now….Now. 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
U.S. - Strengthening the International Response to the Global Refugee Crisis 
Fact Sheet 
Department of State - Office of the Spokesperson 
Washington, DC 
January 22, 2016 
   U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry announced today in Davos, Switzerland, that the United 
States is seeking significant new international commitments to strengthen the international 
response to the global refugee crisis. This effort responds to the growing numbers and needs of 
refugee populations around the world, and reflects our sense of urgency about expanding the 
humanitarian safety net and creating more long-term, durable opportunities for refugees. 
 
   The United States will work with partners to advance the initiative over the coming months, 
culminating in a high-level event to be hosted by President Obama on the margins of the 71st 
session of the UN General Assembly. Event participants will be asked to make commitments in 
the following areas: 
   Broader and Deeper Commitment to Funding UN Humanitarian Appeals:  
In order to create a stronger and more sustainable funding base for UN humanitarian appeals, 
we are seeking commitments to regular contributions from at least 10 new nations. In tandem 
with that effort, we will seek at least a 30 percent increase in financing for global humanitarian 
appeals, from $10 billion in 2015 to $13 billion this year. 
   Expanded Resettlement and Other Legal Channels for Humanitarian Admissions:  
In order to create a brighter future for some of the world’s most vulnerable people, our goal is 
for nations with existing legal pathways for refugee admission to make commitments that 
double the global number of resettled refugees and those afforded other legal channels of 
admission, and for nations without such programs to establish them. 
   Facilitating Refugee Inclusion and Self-Reliance:  
In order to enable refugees to meet their own needs and contribute to communities that host 
them, the United States seeks commitments to increase the number of refugees worldwide in 
school by one million, and the number of refugees granted the legal right to work by one 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2016/01/251642.htm


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

million. We believe that at least 10 nations must strengthen their refugee policies and practices 
to help reach these goals. 
 
   The United States will announce significant new commitments over the coming months and 
will strongly encourage other nations to do the same. The President’s Summit will convene 
those nations that have made significant new commitments toward achieving the Summit’s core 
goals throughout the course of 2016, encouraging the international community to do more than 
we have in the past. 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
New multi-year initiative launched to step up global response to trafficking in 
persons and the smuggling of migrants 
21 January 2016, Brussels - The European Union (EU) and the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) today launched the Global Action to Prevent and Address Trafficking in 
Persons and the Smuggling of Migrants. A four-year joint initiative between the EU and UNODC, 
the programme will be implemented in partnership with the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) through to 2019. 
 
The programme forms part of a joint response to assist countries to develop and implement 
effective responses to  trafficking in persons and the smuggling of migrants. UNODC, together 
with IOM and UNICEF, will focus efforts on assistance to governmental authorities, civil society 
organizations, victims of trafficking and smuggled migrants.  
 
John Brandolino, UNODC's Director of the Division for Treaty Affairs, welcomed this initiative 
and stated that the global action signalled the continuing positive relationship between UNODC 
and the EU. Mr. Brandolino further added that "UNODC's collaboration with IOM and UNICEF is 
key to successful global action. It will help provide a comprehensive prevention and protection 
approach to addressing the issue of trafficking in persons and the smuggling of migrants." 
 
Fernando Frutuoso de Melo, Director General of the European Union's Directorate-General for 
International Cooperation and Development, added: "Trafficking in human beings is one of the 
most severe violations of human rights. This new project will help with the prevention efforts 
and will support the fight against this scourge." 
 
The programme is expected to be delivered across Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin 
America in 13 countries, namely: Belarus, Brazil, Colombia, Egypt, Kyrgyzstan, the Lao People's 

Democratic Republic, Mali, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, Pakistan, South Africa and Ukraine. 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
Too important to fail—addressing the humanitarian financing gap 
High-Level Panel on Humanitarian Financing 
Report to the Secretary-General 
January 2016 :: 41 pages 
Report Pdf  

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2016/January/new-multi-year-initiative-launched-to-step-up-global-response-to-trafficking-in-persons-and-the-smuggling-of-migrants.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2016/January/new-multi-year-initiative-launched-to-step-up-global-response-to-trafficking-in-persons-and-the-smuggling-of-migrants.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/%5BHLP%20Report%5D%20Too%20important%20to%20fail%E2%80%94addressing%20the%20humanitarian%20financing%20gap.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/%5BHLP%20Report%5D%20Too%20important%20to%20fail%E2%80%94addressing%20the%20humanitarian%20financing%20gap.pdf
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[Excerpts from Executive Summary] 
The world today spends around US$ 25 billion to provide life-saving assistance to 125 million 
people devastated by wars and natural disasters. While this amount is twelve times greater 
than fifteen years ago, never before has generosity been so insufficient. Over the last years 
conflicts and natural disasters have led to fast-growing numbers of people in need and a 
funding gap for humanitarian action of an estimated US$ 15 billion. This is a lot of money, but 
not out of reach for a world producing US$ 78 trillion of annual GDP. Closing the humanitarian  
financing gap would mean no one having to die or live without dignity for the lack of money. It 
would be a victory for humanity at a time when it is much needed. 
 
The UN Secretary-General has appointed a nine-person group of experts (“the panel”) to work 
on finding solutions about this widening financial gap. The panel identified and examined three 
important and interdependent aspects of the humanitarian financing challenge: reducing the 
needs, mobilising additional funds through either traditional or innovative mechanisms, and 
improving the efficiency of humanitarian assistance. 
 
The panel’s work aims to help inform and shape the objectives of the World Humanitarian 
Summit (WHS) in Istanbul in May 2016. It is also highly relevant in the context of adopting the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)—only by focusing the world’s attention on the rapidly 
growing numbers of people in desperate need will we be able to achieve the SDGs… 
 
…Improve delivery: a Grand Bargain on efficiency 
The panel concurs with a widely shared view among stakeholders that systemic change in 
humanitarian aid delivery is needed in order to raise new money and use it more effectively. 
Greater efficiency will create a virtuous circle by drawing in more funding. Since the status quo 
is not an option, the panel calls on donors and implementing organisations to come together in 
a Grand Bargain. As part of that agreement, donors would not simply give more but give better, 
by being more flexible, and aid organisations would reciprocate with greater transparency and 
cost-consciousness. 
 
The elements of a Grand Bargain include provision of more cash-based assistance, where 
appropriate, and recognition of the comparative advantages of local, national and international 
implementing organisations for delivery of services. To improve response time the panel 
suggests the creation of a repository of pre-qualified organisations to dispense with repeated 
screening of NGOs, as well as more work on strengthening local capacity. 
 
The panel wants donors to commit to more multiyear funding and less earmarking, since 
flexible funding is the lifeblood of humanitarian operations. And donors should simplify and 
harmonise their reporting requirements, leaving aid workers more time to perform their life-
saving activities. And we need greater transparency from implementing organisations so that 
everyone can “follow the money” on its journey from donor to recipient. A global data platform 
to provide open and transparent data would help reduce transaction costs and increase 
effectiveness. 
 
By committing to joint needs assessments, such as those carried out in northern Syria and 
during the Nepal earthquake, humanitarian organisations would increase donors’ trust. True 
transparency is within our grasp thanks to digital technology and this should be extended to 



   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

include communities receiving aid: humanitarian organisations can learn and improve by 
listening to the people they serve. 
 
If we are to move towards a model of collaborative efficiency, the panel would like government 
donors and aid organisations to agree to a Grand Bargain. By doing so, they will clearly 
demonstrate a common commitment to the greater good. 
 
The panel presents this report conscious that the implementation of its recommendations will 
depend upon the will of many to carry them forward. Panel members are committed to 
continuing to offer their assistance in the process of making these proposals a reality. 
 
 
[Table, Excerpt from Grand Bargain discussion, p.24] 
The panel recommends: 
That by the World Humanitarian Summit donors and aid organisations work towards a collective 
roadmap for stretching available money to reach more people in need. 
 
The main elements of a Grand Bargain are: 
For aid organisations and donors to work more closely together towards: 
…More financial transparency. 
…More support and funding tools to national first responders. 
…Scale up use of cash-based programming and more coordination in its delivery. 
 
For aid organisations to commit to: 
…Reduce duplication and management costs. 
…Periodic functional expenditure reviews. 
…More joint and impartial needs assessments. 
…A Participation Revolution: listen more to and include beneficiaries in decisions that affect 
them. 
 
For donors to commit to: 
…More multi-year humanitarian funding. 
…Less earmarks to humanitarian aid organisations. 
…More harmonized and simplified reporting requirements. 
 
 
Panel Members 
Co-Chairs 
Ms. Kristalina Georgieva, Bulgaria, Vice President for Budget and Human Resources, the     
   European Commission 
HRH Sultan Nazrin Shah, Malaysia, Ruler of Perak, Malaysia 
Panelists in alphabetical order 
Ms. Hadeel Ibrahim, the United Kingdom, Executive Director, Mo Ibrahim Foundation 
Mr. Badr Jafar, the United Arab Emirates, Managing Director, the Crescent Group 
Mr. Walt Macnee, Canada, Vice Chairman, MasterCard 
Mr. Trevor Manuel, South Africa, Senior Advisor, Rothschild Group 
Ms. Linah Mohohlo, Botswana, Governor, Bank of Botswana 
Mr. Dhananjayan Sriskandarajah, Sri Lanka, Secretary-General, CIVICUS 
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Ms. Margot Wallström, Sweden, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
The Rockefeller Foundation Announces $130 Million Initiative to Reduce Global 
Food Loss and Waste  
January 21, 2016  
DAVOS, SWITZERLAND—Today, as part of the World Economic Forum’s 2016 Annual Meeting, 
The Rockefeller Foundation announced the launch of YieldWise, a seven-year, $130 million 
initiative that will demonstrate how food loss and waste can be cut in half globally, continuing 
the Foundation’s long legacy in strengthening food security and advancing healthier, more 
productive food systems around the world. 
 
“The amount of food lost or wasted before it ever reaches a table is simply unacceptable, with 
devastating impacts on people, profit, and planet,” said Judith Rodin, president of The 
Rockefeller Foundation. “Yet, it’s a challenge that can be prevented with a blend of existing 
solutions, from technologies that help farmers keep more of what they grow to models for 
private sector engagement that ensure those crops will be bought, rather than left to rot. 
Through YieldWise, The Rockefeller Foundation will finish the business we started with the 
Green Revolution more than a half-century ago—to ensure more of the world’s people are fed 
and the planet’s precious resources are protected.” 
 
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), we grow 
enough food to feed all the 1.2 billion hungry or undernourished people on the planet, yet one-
third is never eaten. Given the projected 2 billion increase in the global population by 2050, the 
need to minimize loss, not just maximize production, is critical. 
 
To do this, through YieldWise, The Rockefeller Foundation will engage private, nonprofit, and 
government actors across the food supply system. With large multinational companies like The 
Coca-Cola Company and Dangote as key collaborators, the initiative will focus on linking small 
and big businesses that can mutually benefit from diversified sources for products and 
enhanced markets. At the same time, the Foundation will make targeted investments toward 
dramatically reducing food waste generated by retail outfits and consumers across the U.S. and 
Europe… 
 
YieldWise’s immediate focus will be in Kenya, Nigeria, and Tanzania, where up to half of some 
crops are lost to inefficient harvesting, storage, processing, and time to market. The Rockefeller 
Foundation will focus on streamlining the supply chain from farm to market, putting proven 
technologies—many of them simple—in the hands of smallholder farmers to increase yield and 
create new paths to prosperity. 
 
“In the global conversation on food waste, we often overlook losses between harvest and retail. 
On 470 million smallholder farms across Africa, lack of access to training and technology 
negatively impacts harvests and farmer livelihoods. When crops and food exports don’t make it 
to market, the economic development and global competitiveness of agriculture-dependent 
nations suffer as well,” said Mamadou Biteye, managing director of The Rockefeller Foundation 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/the-rockefeller-foundation-announces-130-million-initiative-to-reduce-global-food-loss-and-waste/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/the-rockefeller-foundation-announces-130-million-initiative-to-reduce-global-food-loss-and-waste/
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/yieldwise
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/people/judith-rodin/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/our-work/grants/food-and-agriculture-organization/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/our-work/initiatives/food-waste-and-spoilage/
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in Africa. “YieldWise is the first global solution to food loss and waste that works across the 
entire food system: from farm to store to table and beyond.” 
 
YieldWise will focus on behavior change, from how smallholder farmers grow and store their 
crops to how companies account for food loss and waste across their supply chains. It will help 
the economic development and global competitiveness of agriculture-dependent nations, which 
currently suffer when crops and food exports don’t make it to market. Beyond impacts on 
business and trade, it will also help to relieve the 25 percent of freshwater and 20 percent of 
farmland that is currently wasted on the production of unconsumed food. Ultimately, 
YieldWise’s goal is an efficient, productive global food system with minimal loss. 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
Nationwide launch of Mobile Health Program in rural India signals new era of 
mHealth for emerging economies 
Platform overcomes technology barriers; delivers life-saving health information to mothers and 
pregnant women on mass scale 
Jan 15, 2016 (WASHINGTON)—Today, the Government of India launched a nationwide mobile 
health program designed to train community health workers and to directly reach millions of 
women within three years. The program is powered by MOTECH, a robust yet simple-to-use 
mobile health (mHealth) technology developed by Grameen Foundation, with support from the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
 
“Until now, mHealth applications have been relatively small and siloed,” said John Tippett, 
Global Director of Mobile Health at Grameen Foundation. “By allowing systems to work together 
and serve huge numbers of people, MOTECH opens a new era for tackling global health 
problems at scale through mobile technology.”… 
 
India’s Ministry of Health and Family Welfare announced the national roll out of two MOTECH-
powered programs developed by BBC Media Action – Mobile Academy and Kilkari – both aimed 
at addressing health challenges that result in high infant and maternal mortality rates. 
 
Kilkari directly calls pregnant women and mothers, delivering crucial health information targeted 
to their stage of pregnancy or their infant’s age. Mobile Academy uses Interactive Voice 
Response (IVR) messages on mobile phones to train front-line health workers in maternal and 
infant care. The health workers, known as ASHAs (Accredited Social Health Activists), are 
selected by the village they serve, and are central to India’s strategy to improve maternal and 
child health. 
 
“The Government of India has launched Digital India program in order to transform the entire 
ecosystem of public services through the use of Information Technology,” said Shri Jagat 
Prakash Nadda, the Honorable Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare. “We need to 
transform healthcare by empowering people to become active healthcare citizens with choice 
but most powerfully with information and to take more responsibility over their own health and 
life choices… . I am confident that these services will bring us a step closer to the people who 
need our services the most.” 
 

http://www.grameenfoundation.org/press-releases/nationwide-launch-mobile-health-program-rural-india-signals-new-era-mhealth-emerging
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/press-releases/nationwide-launch-mobile-health-program-rural-india-signals-new-era-mhealth-emerging
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As of today’s announcement, national scale-up is underway. Kilkari—which is the Hindi word for 
“a baby’s gurgle,”—is live in six states, and Mobile Academy in four… 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
The annual World Economic Forum generates a good number of strategic announcements, new 
research studies and commentary. We provide selected press releases from this year’s WEF 
aggregated at http://www.weforum.org/press?page=3. We will focus on selected research 
announced at WEF in next week’s edition. 
 
46th Annual Meeting of the World Economic Forum to Focus on Fourth Industrial 
Revolution  
 
36 best quotes from Davos 2016 
 
World Economic Forum Announces New Board of Trustees  
News 23 Jan 2016  
Jim Yong Kim and Marc R. Benioff join the World Economic Forum Board of Trustees 
   Davos-Klosters, Switzerland, 23 January 2016 – The Board of Trustees of the World Economic 
Forum yesterday elected Jim Yong Kim, President, The World Bank, Washington DC; and Marc 
R. Benioff, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Salesforce, USA, as its new members.  
In accordance with the World Economic Forum’s status as the International Organization for 
Public-Private Cooperation, as recognized by the Swiss Federal Council in January 2015, the 
Forum updated its governing body from Foundation Board to Board of Trustees in August. The 
Board of Trustees is set up to support the Forum’s mandate to serve as a representative group 
of key global stakeholders. 
   Jim Yong Kim brings two decades of experience in international development to the 
Foundation Board. Under his presidency, the World Bank adopted in 2012 two goals: ending 
extreme poverty by 2030; and boosting shared prosperity for the bottom 40% of the population 
in developing countries. He also possesses vast experience in healthcare, having led the World 
Health Organization’s HIV/AIDS department between 2003 and 2005, during which time WHO 
introduced the “3 by 5” initiative, the first-ever global goal for AIDS treatment. 
   Marc R. Benioff is a 35-year veteran of the software industry. Having co-founded 
Salesforce.com in February 1999, he has served as its chief executive officer since November 
2001. Alongside his business career, he is well known for his philanthropic work, as well as for 
taking a crusading stand in favour of LGBT rights and other important issues… 
 
Keeping the Web ‘Worldwide’: Report Highlights Risk of Internet Fragmentation  
News 23 Jan 2016  
· New report by the World Economic Forum highlights 28 risks that could lead to fragmentation 
of the Internet  
· Report provides the first systematic overview of the growth of Internet fragmentation 
· The Internet’s openness and dynamism are at risk if Internet fragmentation grows unabated, 
but an open Internet can be preserved through multistakeholder collaboration 
 
Preparing for the Next Pandemic: Fear Cannot be our Motivation  

http://www.weforum.org/press?page=3
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/46th-annual-meeting-of-the-world-economic-forum-to-focus-on-fourth-industrial-revolution
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/46th-annual-meeting-of-the-world-economic-forum-to-focus-on-fourth-industrial-revolution
http://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/01/36-best-quotes-of-davos-2016
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/world-economic-forum-announces-new-board-of-trustees-3447f94a-fd22-406d-bfbc-ec2fefd833b6
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/keeping-the-web-worldwide-report-highlights-risk-of-internet-fragmentation
http://wef.ch/internetfragmentation
http://wef.ch/internetfragmentation
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/preparing-for-the-next-pandemic-fear-cannot-be-our-motivation
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News 22 Jan 2016  
· WHO’s Chan: national and local capacity must be built to prevent economic, growth and 
stability issues that arise from health crises 
· William H. Gates III: Surveillance and primary care are critical to building resiliency 
· World Economic Forum is launching a two-year initiative to manage the risk and impact of 
future epidemics through optimized public-private cooperation under its newly formed Global 
Challenge Initiative on the Future of Health 
 
$100 Trillion by 2025: the Digital Dividend for Society and Business  
News 22 Jan 2016  
· The combined value – to society and industry – of digital transformation across industries 
could be greater than $100 trillion over the next 10 years 
· “Combinatorial” effects of digital technologies – mobile, cloud, artificial intelligence, sensors 
and analytics among others – are accelerating progress exponentially, but the full potential will 
not be achieved without collaboration between business, policy-makers and NGOs 
 
Sustainable Development Goals and Paris Climate Agreement: Now It’s Time to Act  
News 21 Jan 2016  
· The Sustainable Development Goals and climate change go together – at their nexus is 
disaster risk reduction 
· Climate change undermines development gains 
· The Paris Climate Agreement gives the private sector an unprecedented opportunity to foster 
a race to the top of climate ambitions 
   Davos-Klosters, Switzerland, 21 January 2016 – This year’s World Economic Forum Annual 
Meeting is the first opportunity to take stock of the victories of 2015, Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-
General, United Nations, New York, told participants. Now it is time to act. “We have delivered 
the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Climate Agreement (COP21),” he 
said. “The only agenda greater than our promises is to deliver and implement these two 
important agreements.” 
   Ban said the 17 SDGs and climate change are indivisible because climate change undermines 
development gains. “Now, we have a holistic approach,” he said. “The SDGs move us towards 
development models that are more sustainable.” He pointed to the critical nexus between 
development and climate change – disaster risk reduction, which also undermines development 
gains. 
   The Paris Climate Agreement gave the private sector “an unprecedented opportunity” to 
foster a race to the top of climate ambitions, Ban added. There is much work ahead… 
 
United Nations, World Bank Group Launch High-Level Panel on Water in Davos  
News 21 Jan 2016  
· United Nations and World Bank announce launch of High-Level Panel on Water today at World 
Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2016  
· Panel to mobilize urgent action on the Sustainable Development Goal for water, sanitation and 
related targets 
· Co-chaired by the President of Mauritius and the President of Mexico, the panel will comprise a 
group of heads of state and government from developed and developing countries 
 
African Leaders Seek Strategic Partners to Empower Citizens  
News 21 Jan 2016  

http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/100-trillion-by-2025-the-digital-dividend-for-society-and-business
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/sustainable-development-goals-and-paris-climate-agreement-now-it-s-time-to-act
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/united-nations-world-bank-group-launch-high-level-panel-on-water-in-davos
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/african-leaders-seek-strategic-partners-to-empower-citizens
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· Universal access to energy, education and markets seen as prerequisite to sustain rapid 
growth 
· Rather than depend on overseas exports, recent policies and partnerships seek to process and 
trade commodities within the continent 
   Davos-Klosters, Switzerland, 21 January 2016 – The only thing that worries Africa’s political 
and economic leaders about disruptive revolutions in industry, energy, trade and education is 
that they won’t be fast or big enough to keep up with growing demand for them. 
   “More than a century after Edison invented the light bulb, half of Africa is still in the dark,” 
said Akinwumi Ayodeji Adesina, President of the African Development Bank (AfDB), Abidjan. 
“We talk about the Fourth Industrial Revolution, but it all starts with the need for electricity, 
which is like blood in the system. If we don’t have it, we can’t live.” 
   With 645 million Africans deprived of electricity, schools, hospitals and homes suffer. Some 
600,000 women die each year from inhaling the smoke of cooking with wood or dung. To 
secure universal access by 2025, African heads of state have launched a new deal on energy, 
focused on power, potential and partnership. Revolutionary partnership may take several 
forms… 
 
Davos Message from Pope: Don’t Forget the Poor at Dawn of Fourth Industrial 
Revolution  
News 20 Jan 2016  
· Holy Father sees “precious opportunity to build inclusive societies based on respect for human 
dignity, tolerance, compassion and mercy”  
· Also warns the dawn of the Fourth Industrial Revolution brings with it a growing sense that 
large-scale job loss is inevitable 
Read the full message 
 
More Plastic than Fish in the Ocean by 2050: Report Offers Blueprint for Change  
News 19 Jan 2016  
· Most plastic packaging is used only once; new report reveals that 95% of the value of plastic 
packaging material, worth $80 billion-$120 billion annually, is lost to the economy 
· Report predicts that, on the current track, oceans will contain more plastic than fish by 2050 
(by weight) 
· Report offers vision for a global economy in which plastics never become waste, and a 
blueprint for the systemic change and collaboration needed to realize that vision 
· Read the full report here 
 
Five Million Jobs by 2020: the Real Challenge of the Fourth Industrial Revolution  
News 18 Jan 2016  
· The Fourth Industrial Revolution, combined with other socio-economic and demographic 
changes, will transform labour markets in the next five years, leading to a net loss of over 5 
million jobs in 15 major developed and emerging economies  
· Skills and jobs displacement will affect every industry and geographical region, but losses can 
be offset by job growth in key areas 
· A clear majority of businesses believe that investing in skills, rather than hiring more short-
term or virtual workers, is the key to successfully managing disruptions to the labour market for 
the long term 
· The new research by the World Economic Forum is the first of its kind, representing more 
than 13 million employees in nine industry sectors and 15 economies; it aims to guide business 

http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/davos-message-from-pope-don-t-forget-the-poor-at-dawn-of-fourth-industrial-revolution
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/davos-message-from-pope-don-t-forget-the-poor-at-dawn-of-fourth-industrial-revolution
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/Media/MESS_WEF16_ENG.pdf
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/more-plastic-than-fish-in-the-ocean-by-2050-report-offers-blueprint-for-change
http://wef.ch/plasticseconomy
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/five-million-jobs-by-2020-the-real-challenge-of-the-fourth-industrial-revolution
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and policy-makers on how to equip labour forces with the skills to navigate the disruption of the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution 
· Access the full report, infographics and more here. 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
Strategy for Reinforcing UNESCO’s Action for the Protection of Culture and the 
Promotion of Cultural Pluralism in the Event of Armed Conflict 
UNESCO 
November 2015 :: 11 pages 
[Selected paragraphs] 
1. Armed conflicts have always had a devastating effect on culture and heritage, including 
through intentional destructions of significant markers of identity. Destructive ideologies are also 
not new in history. In recent decades, however, culture has been increasingly at the frontline of 
conflicts, with violent extremism1 becoming a significant driver. Today, threats to cultural 
heritage in the event of armed conflict result from intentional destruction, collateral damage, 
forced neglect, as well as from the organized looting and illicit trafficking of cultural objects, 
which today occurs at an unprecedented scale and finances, in some cases, terrorism.  

 
…12. The two intertwined objectives of UNESCO are the following:  
:: Strengthen the ability of Member States to prevent, mitigate and recover the loss of cultural 
heritage and diversity as a result of conflict, by developing institutional and professional 
capacities for reinforced protection. UNESCO is committed to support national leadership and 
ownership in response, when culture is at risk or attacked in a specific country. Drawing on its 
comparative advantage as the only UN Specialized Agency with a mandate on culture, UNESCO 
will work with national authorities to facilitate a coordinated international response to achieve 
more effective results and impact.  
:: Incorporate the protection of culture into humanitarian action, security strategies and 
peacebuilding processes by engaging with relevant stakeholders outside the culture domain. 
This will be achieved by developing new strategic partnerships with selected actors, in particular 
other UN entities, to build synergies, operational tools and mechanisms to enable the effective 
implementation of the provisions of the UNESCO Conventions, notably of the 1954 Hague 
Convention and its 1999 Protocol, and UNESCO 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting 
and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property ; as 
well as to encourage culturally-sensitive humanitarian, security and peacebuilding approaches.  

 
…30. Together with major humanitarian actors, such as UNHCR, IOM and ICRC, UNESCO will 
propose methodologies, tools and possibly joint operational activities to support the protection of 
cultural diversity as an integral element of refugee and IDP protection. Particular attention will 
be given to mainstreaming due consideration for refugees’ and IDPs’ cultural rights into the 
services that they are offered and benefitting from in camps and host communities. Cultural 
initiatives to promote mutual understanding between refugees/IDPs and host communities will 
also be envisaged.  

31. Cooperation with the military will be further developed, including with UN peace-keeping 
forces, to enhance knowledge and understanding of international humanitarian law related to 
the protection of cultural heritage during conflict. UNESCO will build on the positive experience 
of the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 2100 (2013) that established the UN 

http://wef.ch/futureofjobs
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/unesco_clt_strategy_en.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/unesco_clt_strategy_en.pdf
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Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) and requested it to ensure 
the safeguarding of cultural heritage sites in collaboration with UNESCO. In particular, the 
integration of a module on the protection of cultural heritage and diversity within the standard 
training of peace-keeping forces will be proposed. Ultimately, it is hoped that increased 
awareness of the military on international humanitarian cultural heritage law will lead to the 
operationalization of protected cultural areas4 in zones of conflict; that is significant cultural 
heritage sites, which are clearly identified and protected from the conflict based on a mutual 
agreement between military forces operating in the given area… 

 
47. Based on UNESCO’s experience on the implementation of emergency action plans in times 
of conflict, an estimated amount of 25 million US Dollars, invested in a phased approach over 
the remaining six years of the 37C/4 Medium Term Strategy, is needed to support the 
implementation of all priority actions in the form of extra-budgetary contributions to the recently 
established Heritage Emergency Fund… 

 
Press Release 
UNESCO Strategy Reinforces Protection of Culture and Heritage in Armed Conflict 
22 January 2016 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
Human Development Report 2015 - Work for Human Development  
UNDP - 2015 
eISBN: 978-92-1-057615-4 :: 288 pages 
Report pdf: 
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/corporate/HDR/HDR%202015/HumanDevelop
mentReport_EN.pdf 
Foreword 
Twenty five years ago the first Human Development Report in 1990 began with a simple notion: 
that development is about enlarging people’s choices—focusing broadly on the richness of 
human lives rather than narrowly on the richness of economies. Work is a major foundation for 
both the richness of economies and the richness of human lives but has tended to be 
conceptualized in economic terms rather than in human development terms. The 2015 Human 
Development Report goes beyond that convention in directly linking work to the richness of 
human lives. 
 
This Report starts with a fundamental question—how can work enhance human development? 
The Report takes a broad view of work, going beyond jobs and taking into account such 
activities as unpaid care work, voluntary work and creative work—all of which contribute to the 
richness of human lives. 
 
The Report highlights impressive progress on human development over the past quarter 
century. Today people are living longer, more children are in school and more people have 
access to clean water and basic sanitation. Per capita income in the world has gone up, and 
poverty has gone down, resulting in a better standard of living for many people. The digital 
revolution has connected people across countries and societies. Work has contributed to this 
progress by building people’s capabilities. Decent work has provided people with a sense of 
dignity and an opportunity to engage fully in society. 

http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-strategy-reinforces-protection-culture-and-heritage-armed-conflict
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/hdr/2015-human-development-report/
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/corporate/HDR/HDR%202015/HumanDevelopmentReport_EN.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/corporate/HDR/HDR%202015/HumanDevelopmentReport_EN.pdf
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Considerable challenges remain, from persistent poverty and grinding inequalities to climate 
change and environmental sustainability in general, and to conflict and instability. These all 
create barriers to people fully engaging in decent work, and as a result huge amounts of human 
potential remain untapped. This is of particular concern for young people, women, people with 
disabilities and others who may be marginalized. The Report argues that if the potential of all 
people is harnessed through appropriate strategies and proper policies, human progress would 
be accelerated and human development deficits would be reduced. 
 
The Report reminds us that there is no automatic link between work and human development.  
The quality of work is an important dimension of ensuring that work enhances human 
development. Issues such as discrimination and violence, however, prevent positive links 
between work and human development. Some work is very damaging to human development, 
such as child labour, forced labour and the labour of trafficked workers, all of which constitute 
serious violations of human rights. In many cases workers in hazardous conditions face serious 
risks of abuse, insecurity and loss of freedom and autonomy. 
 
All these issues are becoming even more critical to address as the world of work, driven by 
globalization and technological revolution, is undergoing rapid changes. Globalization has 
generated gains for some and losses for others. The digital revolution has created new 
opportunities, but has also given rise to new challenges, such as irregular contracts and short-
term work, which are asymmetrically distributed between highly skilled and unskilled workers. 
 
The Report makes a strong case that women are disadvantaged in the world of work—in both 
paid and unpaid work. In the realm of paid work, they are engaged in the workforce less than 
men, they earn less, their work tends to be more vulnerable and they are underrepresented in 
senior management and decision-making positions. In terms of unpaid work, they bear a 
disproportionate share of the housework and care work. 
 
The Report identifies sustainable work, which promotes human development while reducing and 
eliminating negative side effects and unintended consequences, as a major building block of 
sustainable development. Such work would expand opportunities for the present generation 
without shrinking those for future ones. 
 
The Report argues that enhancing human development through work requires policies and 
strategies in three broad areas—creating work opportunities, ensuring workers’ well-being and 
developing targeted actions. The first area focuses on national employment strategies and 
seizing opportunities in the changing world of work, while the second area covers such 
important issues as guaranteeing workers’ rights and benefits, expanding social protection and 
addressing inequalities. Targeted actions should focus on sustainable work, addressing 
imbalances in paid and unpaid work and interventions for specific groups—for example, for 
youth and people with disabilities. Above all, there needs to be an agenda for action pursuing a 
New Social Contract, a Global Deal, and the Decent Work Agenda. 
 
This year’s Report is particularly timely, following shortly after the UN Sustainable Development 
Summit, where the new Sustainable Development Goals were adopted, including Goal 8’s 
explicit emphasis on work: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full 
and productive employment, and decent work for all. 
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In this context there should be serious discussion about the challenges created by the ongoing  
changes in the world of work. Opportunities should be taken to strengthen the links between 
work and human development. During the past 25 years the human development concept, 
reports and indices have generated considerable debate, dialogue and discussions around the 
world on development challenges and policy issues. I expect this year’s report to be no 
exception in its capacity to generate dialogue and debate around the concept of human 
development and strategies to advance it. 
Helen Clark 
Administrator 
United Nations Development Programme 
 
Helen Clark: Speech at the launch of the 2015 Human Development Report 
Jan 18, 2016 
Palais des Nations - Geneva, Switzerland 
 
::::::: 
:::::::  
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
21 January 2016  
Global partners join forces at Davos to connect the unconnected by 2020 
Estimated cost of connecting next 1.5 billion is USD 450 billion 
   Davos,– A new global dialogue focused on getting the next 1.5 billion unconnected people 
online was forged at a special session of the UN Broadband Commission for Sustainable 
Development held at the World Economic Forum in Davos today… 
   A new Discussion Paper developed by ITU as a contribution to the work of the Commission 
presented at the session estimates that it will take global investment of USD 450 billion in 
network infrastructure to connect the next 1.5 billion unconnected people worldwide… 
 
Internet of Things could be the low-cost ‘connectivity key’ that transforms lives in 
developing countries 
New report from ITU and Cisco Systems throws spotlight on exciting development potential of 
hyper-connected world 
   Honolulu, 19 January 2016 – A new report from ITU and networking giant, Cisco, identifies 
the Internet of Things (IoT) as a major global development opportunity that has the potential 
to improve the lives of millions and dramatically accelerate progress towards the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. 
   Launched today at the Pacific Telecommunications Council annual meeting in Hawaii, 
“Harnessing the Internet of Things for Global Development” outlines how IoT could have a 
major impact in areas such as grassroots delivery of health care and education, positively 
transforming communities within a time frame that would have been unimaginable even a few 
years ago.  
   The joint report argues that strong demand for IoT technologies has created a huge array of 
IoT devices that are readily available, affordable and scalable for developing countries, 
providing an ideal platform to energize growth in emerging economies and improve people’s 
quality of life significantly – all with minimal investment. 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/01/18/helen-clark-speech-at-the-launch-of-the-2015-human-development-report.html
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2016/03.aspx#.VqP22lIt0Q0
http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2016
http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/publications/davos-discussion-paper-jan2016.pdf
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2016/02.aspx#.VqP2cVIt0Q0
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2016/02.aspx#.VqP2cVIt0Q0
http://www.itu.int/en/action/broadband/Documents/Harnessing-IoT-Global-Development.pdf
https://www.ptc.org/ptc16.html
http://www.itu.int/en/action/broadband/Documents/Harnessing-IoT-Global-Development.pdf
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   The IoT concept refers broadly to the growing number of devices – from computers and 
smartphones to simple sensors and RFID chips – that are connected to the Internet and able to 
communicate with other devices, often without the need for human intervention. IoT is already 
extensively deployed in stock and inventory systems, fleet management, environmental 
monitoring and many industrial processes. 
   The ITU/Cisco report points to evidence of IoT already having an important impact on health, 
education and livelihood programmes (such as agricultural productivity) in developing countries. 
It cites three prime drivers that, if supported, could create an ‘IoT revolution’ in the developing 
world:  
Availability:  
   :: IoT devices are already common, cheap and easy replaceable in developing markets. Basic 
infrastructure to support IoT (Wi-Fi, Internet cafés, etc.) is already in place in many developing 
communities, with near-ubiquitous basic mobile connectivity (95% global 2G coverage, 
according to ITU’s latest statistics) and growing levels of 3G coverage (89% of the world’s 
urban dwellers – but only 29% of rural inhabitants).  
   :: IoT devices are increasingly being used in rugged, remote and inhospitable environments. 
‘Extreme conditions’ operating parameters are now being built into IoT specs as more and more 
devices are required to operate outside in varying conditions and climates – making them well-
adapted for challenging environments. 
Affordability:  
   :: IoT R&D costs continue to be absorbed by strong demand in developed world markets, and 
there is little cost associated with ‘tweaking’ IoT devices for the developing world. The report 
also notes that in many cases, more complex developed world infrastructure is not required or 
necessary for developing markets; ‘core IoT’ is readily available and provides a digital backbone 
to build upon.  
Scalability: 
   :: IoT devices are designed to be scalable. Many devices already offer very simple ‘plug & 
play’ functionality and do not require skilled technicians for installation or maintenance. 
Reduced and alternate power supplies (such as solar) can maintain sensors and networks 
where there is no consistent electricity supply, making them ideal for countries struggling with 
irregular or unavailable grid power. Finally, IoT devices also tend to be highly flexible, offering 
short- or long-term solutions and expansion at the household’s, the community’s or the 
country’s ‘own’ speed. 
   “The Internet of Things is one of the most exciting areas of our fast-evolving ICT industry, 
offering huge potential for disruption and transformation. In the context of global development 
challenges, this means we have the potential to surmount long-standing hurdles in basic 
services like health care, both quickly and affordably. IoT could prove the long-awaited new 
approach that will help turn-around developing economies and greatly improve millions of 
people’s day-to-day lives,” said ITU Secretary-General Houlin Zhao… 
 
New global platform to assist development of Smart Sustainable Cities 
International standards to help achieve smart-city ambitions  
   Geneva, 18 January 2016 – The first World Smart City online community was launched today 
to assist city stakeholders in their efforts to develop Smart Sustainable Cities. The new 
community aims to identify the top ‘pain points’ presenting challenges to city development.  
   The community launch is part of the build-up to the first World Smart City Forum, organized 
by IEC in partnership with ISO and ITU. The Forum will be held in Singapore on 13 July 2016, 
co-located with the World Cities Summit www.worldcitiessummit.com.sg/ … 

http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2015/57.aspx
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2016/01.aspx#.VqP2OlIt0Q0
http://www.worldsmartcity.org/
http://www.worldcitiessummit.com.sg/
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::::::: 
:::::::  
 
World Employment and Social Outlook - Trends 2016 
ILO – International Labour Organization 
19 January 2016 :: 91 pages 
   The ILO's World Employment and Social Outlook - Trends 2016 includes a forecast of global 
unemployment levels, looking at the situation in developed, emerging and developing 
economies, with detailed charts and numbers. The report also focusses on the share of 
vulnerable employment as well as on the scale of the informal economy. It provides policy 
guidance to boost decent work opportunities around the globe.  
   Report pdf: http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---
publ/documents/publication/wcms_443480.pdf 
 
Press Release 
World Employment and Social Outlook – Trends 2016 
Global unemployment projected to rise in both 2016 and 2017 
Despite falling unemployment levels in some developed economies, new ILO analysis - World 
Employment and Social Outlook (WESO) - shows the global job crisis is not likely to end, 
especially in emerging economies. 
News | 19 January 2016  
GENEVA (ILO News) – Continuing high rates of unemployment worldwide and chronic 
vulnerable employment in many emerging and developing economies are still deeply affecting 
the world of work, warns a new ILO report.  
 
The final figure for unemployment in 2015 is estimated to stand at 197.1 million and in 2016 is 
forecast to rise by about 2.3 million to reach 199.4 million. An additional 1.1 million jobless will 
likely be added to the global tally in 2017… 
 
“The significant slowdown in emerging economies coupled with a sharp decline in commodity 
prices is having a dramatic effect on the world of work,” says ILO Director-General Guy Ryder.  
 
“Many working women and men are having to accept low paid jobs, both in emerging and 
developing economies and also, increasingly in developed countries. And despite a drop in the 
number of unemployed in some EU countries and the US, too many people are still jobless. We 
need to take urgent action to boost the number of decent work opportunities or we risk 
intensified social tensions,” he adds.  
 
In 2015, total global unemployment stood at 197.1 million – 27 million higher than the pre-crisis 
level of 2007.  
 
Emerging economies worst hit 
The unemployment rate for developed economies decreased from 7.1 per cent in 2014 to 6.7 
per cent in 2015. In most cases, however, these improvements were not sufficient to eliminate 
the jobs gap that emerged as a result of the global financial crisis.  
 
Moreover, the employment outlook has now weakened in emerging and developing economies, 

http://www.ilo.org/global/research/global-reports/weso/2016/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_443480.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_443480.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_443500/lang--en/index.htm
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notably in Brazil, China and oil-producing countries.  
 
“The unstable economic environment associated with volatile capital flows, still dysfunctional 
financial markets and the shortage of global demand continue to affect enterprises and deter 
investment and job creation,” explains Raymond Torres, Director of the ILO Research 
Department.  
 
“In addition, policy-makers need to focus more on strengthening employment policies and 
tackling excessive inequalities. There is much evidence that well-designed labour market and 
social policies are essential for boosting economic growth and addressing the jobs crisis and 
almost eight years after the start of the global crisis, a strengthening of that policy approach is 
urgently needed,” adds Torres… 
 
The authors of the WESO also document the fact that job quality remains a major challenge. 
While there has been a decrease in poverty rates, the rate of decline in the number of working 
poor in developing economies has slowed and vulnerable employment still accounts for over 46 
per cent of total employment globally, affecting nearly 1.5 billion people.  
 
Vulnerable employment is particularly high in emerging and developing economies, hitting 
between half and three-quarters of the employed population in those groups of countries, 
respectively, with peaks in Southern Asia (74 per cent) and sub-Saharan Africa (70 per cent).  
Tackling informal employment 
 
Meanwhile, the report shows that informal employment – as a percentage of non-agricultural 
employment – exceeds 50 per cent in half of the developing and emerging countries with 
comparable data. In one-third of these countries, it affects over 65 per cent of workers.  
 
“The lack of decent jobs leads people to turn to informal employment, which is typically 
characterized by low productivity, low pay and no social protection. This needs to change. 
Responding urgently and vigorously to the scale of the global jobs challenge is key to successful 
implementation of the United Nations’ newly adopted 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development,” concludes Ryder.  
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
22 January 2016  
GA/11755 

http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
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General Assembly Adopts Text Recognizing Dire Human Impact of Conflict-Driven 
Illicit Trade in Diamonds, Reaffirming Support for Kimberley Process 
   Precious gemstones were meant for development, not catalysing civil war, the General 
Assembly heard today as it adopted a resolution recognizing the devastating human impact of 
conflicts fuelled by the trade in illicit diamonds, while reaffirming support for the Kimberley 
Process initiative aimed at halting their flow into legitimate markets. 
 
22 January 2016  
HR/5288 
Experts Call for Action to Preserve, Revitalize Indigenous Languages under Threat of 
Extinction, at New York Headquarters Meeting, 19-21 January 
   New York, 22 January 2016 (Department of Economic and Social Affairs) — A three-day 
meeting at United Nations Headquarters in New York brought together experts from around the 
world to identify best practices and recommend ways to preserve and revitalize indigenous 
languages. 
 
21 January 2016  
SG/A/1629-WOM/2056 
Secretary-General Announces First Members of High-level Advisory Group for Every 
Woman Every Child 
   United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today announced the first members of the 
High-level Advisory Group for Every Woman Every Child, who will help provide leadership and 
inspire actions for women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health in the transition from the 
Millennium Development Goals to the universal Sustainable Development Goals agenda. 
 
21 January 2016  
SG/SM/17481-IHA/1385 
At Davos Meeting, Secretary-General Calls for Predictable Consistency in 
Sustainable Way of Funding, Providing Humanitarian Support 
 
21 January 2016  
ORG/1624 
At Least 51 United Nations Personnel Killed in Deliberate Attacks against 
Peacekeeping Operations in 2015 
   At least 51 United Nations and associated personnel were killed in the line of duty during the 
course of 2015, according to the United Nations Staff Union’s Standing Committee for the 
Security and Independence of the International Civil Service. 
 
19 January 2016  
SC/12210 
Concrete Action Critical to Alleviating Human Suffering, Speakers Say, at Security 
Council Debate on Protection of Civilians 
   The situation of civilians in armed conflict zones — who were increasingly becoming targets 
themselves — remained “grim and bleak” even in the twenty-first century, stressed high-level 
briefers as the Security Council took on the issue of protection of civilians today. 
 
19 January 2016  
DSG/SM/929-SC/12211 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11755.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11755.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/hr5288.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/hr5288.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sga1629.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sga1629.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17481.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17481.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/org1624.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/org1624.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12210.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12210.doc.htm
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Deputy Secretary-General, at Security Council, Stresses Need for Redoubled Efforts, 
‘Ever More Concrete Actions’ to Ensure Protection of Civilians in Conflicts 
Security Council: Protection of civilians in armed conflict (7606th meeting) 
(Part 1) The protection of civilians in armed conflict - Security Council, 7606th meeting 
19 Jan 2016  
[Video: 2:58:20] 
(Part 2) The protection of civilians in armed conflict - Security Council, 7606th meeting 
[Video: 3:17:50] 
(Part 3) The protection of civilians in armed conflict - Security Council, 7606th meeting 
[Video: 2:35:15] 
  The open debate underscored “the responsibilities of national actors for the protection of 
civilians and consider questions relating to the conduct of hostilities, humanitarian access, 
attacks on humanitarian and medical staff and facilities and displacement.” It also addressed 
the role of the Council in restoring the centrality of international humanitarian law to 
international efforts to protect civilians and in energizing compliance and accountability 
measures 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 23 January 
2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Selected Press Releases 
Widespread human rights abuses by all sides as South Sudan peace process gets 
underway  
    JUBA/GENEVA (21 January 2016) – Widespread human rights violations and abuses have 
been committed in South Sudan by all parties to the conflict since December 2013, including 
hundreds of extra-judicial killings, enforced disappearances, sexual violence, forced recruitment 
and indiscriminate attacks against civilians, according to a UN report published today. 
   The report, by the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), shows that “very few places in areas of conflict 
have been safe, as the parties have intentionally attacked traditional safe havens, such as 
places of worship, hospitals and, from time to time, United Nations bases.” 
   These attacks reveal a shocking disregard for civilian life, the report says, with an increasing 
number of armed groups and communities being involved in the violence. “From the middle of 
2015, a new pattern emerged, particularly in the central and southern counties of Unity State, 
with entire villages being burned down, food crops destroyed and livestock looted. There are 
indications that this may have been a deliberate strategy by the government or the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) aimed at depriving civilians of any source of livelihood with a 
view to forcing their displacement,” says the report. 
    The report documents at least 280 cases of conflict-related sexual violence, including gang-
rape, sexual slavery and forced abortion. There has also been sharp increase in child 
recruitment, with at least 13,000 to 15,000 child soldiers, recruited mainly, but not solely, by 
opposition forces, as of December 2015. 
   “Despite the severity of the human rights and humanitarian law violations perpetrated by 
both sides to the conflict, there are no tangible accountability mechanisms beyond the rhetoric 
of the main belligerents,” says the report… 
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/dsgsm929.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/dsgsm929.doc.htm
http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-1-the-protection-of-civilians-in-armed-conflict-security-council-7606th-meeting/4712113477001#full-text
http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-1-the-protection-of-civilians-in-armed-conflict-security-council-7606th-meeting/4712113477001#full-text
http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-2-the-protection-of-civilians-in-armed-conflict-security-council-7606th-meeting/4712534741001
http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-3-the-protection-of-civilians-in-armed-conflict-security-council-7606th-meeting/4712534744001
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16976&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16976&LangID=E
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Staggering civilian death toll in Iraq – UN report  
   BAGHDAD/GENEVA (19 January 2016) – A UN report released today details the severe and 
extensive impact on civilians of the ongoing conflict in Iraq, with at least 18,802 civilians killed 
and another 36,245 wounded between 1 January 2014 and 31 October 2015. Another 3.2 
million people have been internally displaced since January 2014, including more than a million 
children of school age. 
   Of the total number of casualties, at least 3,855 civilians were killed and 7,056 wounded 
between 1 May and 31 October last year – the period covered by the report, although the 
actual figures could be much higher than those documented. About half of these deaths took 
place in Baghdad.  
   The report, compiled by the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) and the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), is based largely on testimony obtained directly 
from the victims, survivors or witnesses of violations of international human rights or 
international humanitarian law, including interviews with internally displaced people… 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Selected Announcements 
Committee on the Rights of the Child examines the report of Zambia 
22 January 2016 

Committee on the Rights of the Child considers the report of Brunei Darussalam 
21 January 2016 

Committee on the Rights of the Child considers the report of Kenya 
21 January 2016 

Committee on the Rights of the Child considers the report of Benin 
20 January 2016 

UN Committee to review Brunei’s record on children’s rights 
19 January 2016 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
22 January 2016 
UN Special Rapporteurs on sale of children, child pornography and child 
prostitution; contemporary forms of slavery; and the right to the highest attainable 
standard of health - Visit to Nigeria, 18 to 22 January 2016 
 
22 January 2016 
Nigeria / Boko Haram: “The reintegration of women and children essential to the 
path towards lasting peace” – UN experts 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16964&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16987&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16979&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16980&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16975&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16962&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16983&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16983&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16983&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16986&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16986&LangID=E
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SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 23 January 2016] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
23 Jan 2016  
Yemen: Statement of the Humanitarian Coordinator for Yemen, Jamie McGoldrick on 
his visit to Taizz, Ibb and the city of Taizz [EN/AR]  
 
21 Jan 2016  
World: Mr. Stephen O’Brien, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Statement on preparations 
for the World Humanitarian Summit, 19 January 2016, Geneva  
 
20 Jan 2016  
Syrian Arab Republic: Joint statement: An appeal to end the suffering in Syria 
[EN/AR]  
[See Week in Review above] 
 
19 Jan 2016  
occupied Palestinian territory: UN officials call for an immediate revocation of plans 
to transfer Palestinian Bedouin in the Jerusalem area  
   Source: UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, UN Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: occupied Palestinian territory Today, the 
Coordinator for Humanitarian and UN Development Activities for the occupied Palestinian 
territory (oPt), Robert Piper, and the Director of UNRWA Operations West Bank, Felipe Sanchez, 
called for an immediate end to Israeli plans to transfer Palestinian Bedouin currently living 
within the occupied Palestinian territory in the Jerusalem area. The call follows a visit today with 
diplomats from 17 countries* to the Palestinian Bedouin community of Abu Nuwar, the site of 
recent demolitions and aid confiscations by the Israeli authorities… 
 
19 Jan 2016  
South Sudan: South Sudan: Humanitarian community appeals for $1.3 billion to 
assist 5.1 million people in need  
   Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: South Sudan (Juba, 
19 January 2016): The South Sudan Humanitarian Response Plan for 2016, which was officially 
launched today in Juba, requests US$1.3 billion to respond to the most life-threatening needs of 
5.1 million of people across South Sudan. A total of 114 humanitarian organizations, including 
international and national NGOs and UN agencies have projects in the plan 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/statement-humanitarian-coordinator-yemen-jamie-mcgoldrick-his-visit-taizz-ibb-and-city
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/statement-humanitarian-coordinator-yemen-jamie-mcgoldrick-his-visit-taizz-ibb-and-city
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/mr-stephen-o-brien-united-nations-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/mr-stephen-o-brien-united-nations-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/mr-stephen-o-brien-united-nations-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-statement-appeal-end-suffering-syria-enar
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-statement-appeal-end-suffering-syria-enar
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/un-officials-call-immediate-revocation-plans-transfer
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/un-officials-call-immediate-revocation-plans-transfer
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-humanitarian-community-appeals-13-billion-assist-51-million-people
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-humanitarian-community-appeals-13-billion-assist-51-million-people
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19 Jan 2016  
Somalia: $885 million needed for humanitarian aid in Somalia  
   Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia Country: Kenya, Somalia, Yemen (Mogadishu, 19 January 
2016) - The humanitarian community in Somalia today launched a prioritized Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) for 2016 in Mogadishu calling on the international community to ensure 
predictable and timely funding. The new plan is seeking USD $885 million to reach 3.5 million 
people with urgent life-saving assistance...  
 
 
UNICEF [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html 
Selected Press Releases 
Davos 2016: Humanitarian, philanthropic and insurance leaders call for “paradigm 
shift” in global response to crises 
   DAVOS, Friday 22 January - In the face of escalating humanitarian needs and costs, the 
heads of three of the world’s largest humanitarian organizations, along with senior 
representatives from leading philanthropic and insurance organizations have called for a 
“paradigm shift” in the world’s approach to humanitarian assistance. 
 
An appeal to end the suffering in Syria 
   NEW YORK, 21 January, 2016 - More than 120 humanitarian organizations and United 
Nations agencies issued a joint appeal today urging the world to raise their voices and call for 
an end to the Syria crisis. 
[See Week in Review above] 
 
Slovenia and UNICEF in new partnership for refugee and migrant children on the 
move 
   LJUBLJANA, Slovenia, 19 January 2016 – With up to 3,000 refugees and migrants passing 
through Slovenia each day, UNICEF and the Government of Slovenia today announced a 
partnership aimed at improving the care and protection of children on the move. 
 
Concern over health of children on the move during harsh winter - UNICEF 
   GENEVA, 19 January 2016 – Children arriving into a harsh winter in southeastern Europe are 
physically exhausted, scared, distressed and often in need of medical assistance, UNICEF 
warned. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40 
Press Releases, 20 January 2016 
Report warns refugee women on the move in Europe are at risk of sexual and 
gender-based violence  
 
Press Releases, 18 January 2016 

http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/885-million-needed-humanitarian-aid-somalia
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89711.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89944.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89944.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89848.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89853.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89853.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_89845.html
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40
http://www.unhcr.org/569f99ae60.html
http://www.unhcr.org/569f99ae60.html
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IKEA Brighter Lives for Refugees campaign raises 30.8 million euros for renewable 
energy sources for refugee families  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
01/22/16 
Migrant Arrivals in Europe by Sea Reached 36,556 in First 21 Days of 2016: IOM 
   Greece - IOM reports that deaths of migrants and refugees in the Mediterranean already 
make this the deadliest January on record. 
 
Guinea Revives Border Health Screening to Mitigate Risk of Spread of Ebola  
01/22/16 
   Guinea - Following the confirmation of a new Ebola case in Sierra Leone on January 12 – and 
confirmation of another case on January 20th – IOM and its partners are reactivating cross-
border health screening at Guinea’s borders with Sierra Leone and reinforcing their surveillance 
capacity in Forecariah Prefecture, the border area closest to the outbreak. 
 
IOM Ghana Combats Child Trafficking through Education in Volta Region 
01/22/16 
   Ghana - IOM Ghana, with support from UNICEF, has launched a project to increase child 
protection and combat child trafficking in eight districts of the Volta Region. 
 
IOM Supports Salvadorean Call Centre for Migrants Abroad  
01/22/16 
   El Salvador - IOM has handed over equipment to El Salvador’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
strengthen its call center operation, which last year assisted approximately 267,000 
Salvadoreans living abroad. 
 
Migrant Arrivals in Greece in January Spike 2,100 Percent from a Year Ago: IOM  
01/19/16 
   Greece - Since the beginning of 2016, IOM estimates that 31,244 migrants and refugees have 
arrived in Greece by sea. 
 
 
UN Women  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.unwomen.org/news/stories 
Date:  22 January 2016 
Stakeholders tackle how to make the SDGs a reality for women and girls  
   At a UN Women-organized Multi-Stakeholder Forum on 21 January in preparation for the 60th 
session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW60), States, civil society and the 
United Nations system discussed ways to accelerate realization of gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and implementing related commitments in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 
 
Date:  22 January 2016  
UN Women’s HeForShe IMPACT CEOs from Fortune 500 companies reveal gender 
data  

http://www.unhcr.org/569ca2de6.html
http://www.unhcr.org/569ca2de6.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/migrant-arrivals-europe-sea-reached-36556-first-21-days-2016-iom
http://www.iom.int/news/guinea-revives-border-health-screening-mitigate-risk-spread-ebola
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-ghana-combats-child-trafficking-through-education-volta-region
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-supports-salvadorean-call-centre-migrants-abroad
http://www.iom.int/news/migrant-arrivals-greece-january-spike-2100-percent-year-ago-iom
http://www.unwomen.org/news/stories
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/1/stakeholders-tackle-how-to-make-the-sdgs-a-reality-for-women-and-girls
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/1/heforshe-parity-report
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/1/heforshe-parity-report
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   Ten of the world’s leading companies have released new workforce gender diversity figures, 
including details on leadership roles and board membership, in UN Women’s inaugural 
HeForShe Parity Report. 
 
Date:  20 January 2016  
UN announces first-ever High-Level Panel on Women’s Economic Empowerment  
   Eminent experts to highlight the interactions between economic growth and gender to 
galvanize political will and leadership to implement the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
 
WHO & Regionals [to 23 January 2016] 
El Niño threatens at least 60 million people 
   22 January 2016 -- WHO and partners predict a major global increase in health-related 
emergencies this year due to El Niño. According to a new WHO report, severe drought, 
flooding, rains and temperature rises are all known effects of El Niño that can lead to food 
insecurity, malnutrition, disease outbreaks, acute water shortages and disruption of health 
services.  
Read the story on El Niño and health  
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs) 
:: 21 January 2016 - Zika virus infection – France - Saint Martin and Guadeloupe  
:: 21 January 2016 - Guillain-Barré syndrome – El Salvador  
:: 21 January 2016 - Zika virus infection – Haiti  
:: 20 January 2016 - Zika virus infection – Bolivia  
:: 20 January 2016 - Zika virus infection – Guyana, Barbados and Ecuador  
:: 19 January 2016 - Human infection with avian influenza A(H7N9) virus – China 
 
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
WHO African Region AFRO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO  
:: As the Zika virus spreads, PAHO advises countries to monitor and report birth anomalies and 
other suspected complications of the virus (01/18/2016) 
:: PAHO helps countries in the Americas prepare for spread of Zika (01/16/2016) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Collaboration on refugee and migrant health 21-01-2016 
   Countries in the WHO European Region have agreed to prepare a common framework for 
coordinated collaboration and action on refugee and migrant health, based on solidarity and 
mutual assistance and in the spirit of the 2030 Sustainable Development agenda, whereby "no 
one should be left behind" 
   …The document states, among other issues: 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/1/wee-high-level-panel-launch
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/el-nino/22january2015/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/el-nino/22january2015/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/csr/don/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/21-january-2016-zika-france/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/21-january-2016-gbs-el-salvador/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/21-january-2016-zika-haiti/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/20-january-2016-zika-bolivia/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/20-january-2016-zika-guyana-barbados-ecuador/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/don/19-january-2016-avian-influenza-china/en/index.html
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11574&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11574&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11571&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/migration-and-health/news/news/2016/01/collaboration-on-refugee-and-migrant-health2
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:: Migrants and refugees do not pose an additional threat to health security in host 
communities. 
:: Screening can be an effective public health instrument but should be non-discriminatory and 
non-stigmatizing and should benefit both the individual and the public. 
:: Special attention should be paid to the most vulnerable groups, such as children, pregnant 
women, the elderly, people with disabilities and victims of torture. 
:: Health records and health cards must be made portable as a priority… 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: New delivery rooms in camps for the internally displaced in Iraq save the lives of mothers and 
babies 
20 January 2016  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
Press Release 
Report warns refugee women on the move in Europe are at risk of sexual and 
gender-based violence 
20 January 2016  
…The report also highlights some key recommendations for governments and EU agencies: 
:: Establish a coordinated response system within and across borders that protects women and 
girls; 
:: Acknowledge the protection risks and put personnel and procedures in place specifically to 
prevent, identify, and respond to sexual and gender-based violence; 
:: Ensure response to sexual and gender-based violence that recognizes women will not stop to 
report SGBV or access services; and 
:: Provide legal pathways to protection, especially for women, children and sexual and gender-
based violence survivors, including effective family reunification and prioritization of these 
refugees with specific needs in relocation and resettlement opportunities. 
   Download the full joint report here. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Jan 19, 2016 
Helen Clark: Speech at the event "From COP21 to COP22, International Geneva’s 
mobilization continues" 
Palais des Nations - Geneva, Switzerland 
 

http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/new-delivery-rooms-in-camps-save-mothers-and-give-life.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/new-delivery-rooms-in-camps-save-mothers-and-give-life.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.unfpa.org/press/report-warns-refugee-women-move-europe-are-risk-sexual-and-gender-based-violence
http://www.unfpa.org/press/report-warns-refugee-women-move-europe-are-risk-sexual-and-gender-based-violence
http://www.unhcr.org/569f8f419.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/01/19/helen-clark-from-cop21-to-cop22-international-geneva-s-mobilization-continues.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/01/19/helen-clark-from-cop21-to-cop22-international-geneva-s-mobilization-continues.html
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KAICIID, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Cooperation to Promote 
Social Cohesion in Arab Region 
Jan 19, 2016 
   The Vienna-based International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID) and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) will cooperate to promote intercommunal peace, particularly 
in communities hosting large numbers of refugees, and to address vulnerabilities resulting from 
conflict and crisis in the Arab States region including Iraq and Syria. Youth, Women, Refugees, 
Religious Leaders and Media are key beneficiaries. 
 
Helen Clark: Speech on Sustainable Development Goal Implementation – the UN 
Development System and UNDP’s Roles 
Jan 18, 2016 
Palais des Nations - Geneva, Switzerland 
 
Helen Clark: Speech at the launch of the 2015 Human Development Report 
Jan 18, 2016 
Palais des Nations - Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 23 January 2016] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
19 January 2016 
Report of the Secretary-General on critical milestones towards coherent, efficient 
and inclusive follow-up and review at the global level  
(Advance unedited copy :: 30 pages)  
   Paragraph 90 of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda requested the Secretary General, 
in consultation with Member States, to prepare a report for consideration at the current 70th 
session of the General Assembly in preparation for the 2016 meeting of the HLPF which outlines 
critical milestones towards coherent, efficient and inclusive follow-up and review at the global 
level.  
  Report pdf: 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/9599SG%20report%20on%20follow
%20up%20and%20review%20-%20FINAL%20FOR%20POSTING.pdf 
 

 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
21/01/2016  
New 'Champions 12.3' Coalition Inspires Action to Halve Global Food Waste  
  UNEP Executive Director is among 30 CEOs, government ministers, global institution 
executives, and civil society leaders seeking to increase political and social momentum to 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/01/19/kaiciid-united-nations-development-programme-undp-cooperation-to-promote-social-cohesion-in-arab-region-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2016/01/19/kaiciid-united-nations-development-programme-undp-cooperation-to-promote-social-cohesion-in-arab-region-.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/01/18/sustainable-development-goal-implementation-the-un-development-system-and-undp-s-roles.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/01/18/sustainable-development-goal-implementation-the-un-development-system-and-undp-s-roles.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/speeches/2016/01/18/helen-clark-speech-at-the-launch-of-the-2015-human-development-report.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/follow-up
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/follow-up
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2016
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/9599SG%20report%20on%20follow%20up%20and%20review%20-%20FINAL%20FOR%20POSTING.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/9599SG%20report%20on%20follow%20up%20and%20review%20-%20FINAL%20FOR%20POSTING.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=26862&ArticleID=35846&l=en
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achieve Target 12.3 of the Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
21 Jan 2016 
UN report flags climate impacts 
   Climate change is raising the vulnerability of communities around the world to a raft of 
hazards, including drought, storms and floods which wreak havoc on food production and public 
health, according to the UN’s latest Human Development Report. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html 
19 January 2016 
Advocates appointed to build widespread support for SDGs 
   New York - UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced today the appointment of a group 
of eminent persons to assist in the campaign to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) that world leaders unanimously adopted last September.  
 
 
UNESCO  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Press Releases/News 
23.01.2016  
Education is a human right and a security imperative says UNESCO Director General 
   UNESCO Director-General urged for political leadership and private sector engagement to 
make education a central focus of the humanitarian response to the Syria Crisis, speaking at a 
special session organized during the World Economic Forum in Davos on 22 January with UN 
Special Envoy for Global Education Gordon Brown. 
 
23.01.2016  
Collaboration to connect 1.5 billion people by 2020 
   Connectivity and the transformational force of ICT are vital to the success of the 17 
sustainable development goals, affirmed UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova during a 
special session of the UN Broadband Commission held during the World Economic Forum in 
Davos on 20 January. 
 
22.01.2016 
UNESCO Strategy Reinforces Protection of Culture and Heritage in Armed Conflict 
22 January 2016 
[See Week in Review above] 
 
21.01.2016 
In Davos, UNESCO Director General calls for stronger partnerships to Protect 
Cultural Heritage under attack 
 
21.01.2016 

http://www.unisdr.org/archive
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/47463
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/sdgs-advocates.html
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://en.unesco.org/news
http://en.unesco.org/news/education-human-right-and-security-imperative-says-unesco-director-general
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/collaboration_to_connect_15_billion_people_by_2020/#.VqQE5VIt0Q0
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-strategy-reinforces-protection-culture-and-heritage-armed-conflict
http://en.unesco.org/news/davos-unesco-director-general-calls-stronger-partnerships-protect-cultural-heritage-under
http://en.unesco.org/news/davos-unesco-director-general-calls-stronger-partnerships-protect-cultural-heritage-under
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UNESCO Director General expresses concerns after the destruction of the Monastery 
of Deir Mar Elia / St Elijah’s in Mosul (Iraq) 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
22/01/2016  
Madrid meeting looks to overcome tourism’s vulnerabilities to crime and terrorism 
 
21/01/2016  
New multi-year initiative launched to step up global response to trafficking in 
persons and the smuggling of migrants 
[See Week in Review above] 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
22 January, 2016  
Benchmarking sustainability and building resilience to natural disasters  
    The April 2015 earthquake in Nepal was another reminder of the devastating consequences 
of natural disasters and their impact on lives.  
 
Women empowerment through decent jobs and sustainable construction  
   21 January 2016 – On 7-8 December 2015 the Gender Equality Unit in UN-Habitat, in 
collaboration with the Urban Economy Branch, hosted the first Expert Group Meeting for the 
Women in sustainable housing. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2015/en/ 
22-12-2015 
El Niño lowers early production outlook in Southern Africa 
   Crop and livestock production prospects in Southern Africa have been weakened by the El 
Niño weather phenomenon that has depressed rains and increased temperatures. A reduced 
agricultural output would build on last year’s disappointing season, which has already 
contributed to higher food prices and “could acutely impact the food security situation in 2016,” 
according to a special GIEWS alert. 
 
WTO trade ministers move to eliminate agriculture export subsidies, but differences 
remain on other measures 
   While welcoming the Nairobi agreement, FAO Director General José Graziano da Silva 
stressed the need for a global trade framework in which countries can balance their pursuit of 
their national food security and development objectives without harming their trading partners. 
21-12-2015 
 
New DFID-FAO agreement paves way for stronger, easier collaboration 
   The Department for International Development of the United Kingdom (DFID) and FAO are 
deepening their partnership with a new agreement that will benefit ongoing and future 

http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-director-general-expresses-concerns-after-destruction-monastery-deir-mar-elia-st-elijah
http://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-director-general-expresses-concerns-after-destruction-monastery-deir-mar-elia-st-elijah
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2016/January/madrid-meeting-looks-to-overcome-tourisms-vulnerabilities-to-crime-and-terrorism.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2016/January/new-multi-year-initiative-launched-to-step-up-global-response-to-trafficking-in-persons-and-the-smuggling-of-migrants.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2016/January/new-multi-year-initiative-launched-to-step-up-global-response-to-trafficking-in-persons-and-the-smuggling-of-migrants.html
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
http://unhabitat.org/benchmarking-sustainability-and-building-resilience-to-natural-disasters/
http://unhabitat.org/women-empowerment-through-decent-jobs-and-sustainable-construction/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2015/en/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/369894/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/372986/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/372986/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/359047/icode/
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collaborations in areas such as hunger reduction, land rights, forest governance, and 
community resilience to crises. 
21-12-2015 
 
Resurgence in global wood production 
   In 2014, growth in wood products, including industrial roundwood, sawnwood, wood-based 
panels and pulp and paper, ranged from 1 to 5 percent, surpassing the pre-recession levels of 
2007, according to new data published by FAO today. The fastest growth was registered in 
Asia-Pacific and Latin America and Caribbean. 
18-12-2015 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
ILO Forced Labour Convention 
United Kingdom joins renewed fight to end forced labour   
22 January 2016  
   The UK has ratified the 2014 Protocol to the Forced Labour Convention, 1930, adding its 
support to Norway and Niger in the campaign to end modern slavery 
 
World Employment and Social Outlook – Trends 2016 
Global unemployment projected to rise in both 2016 and 2017   
19 January 2016  
   Despite falling unemployment levels in some developed economies, new ILO analysis - World 
Employment and Social Outlook (WESO) - shows the global job crisis is not likely to end, 
especially in emerging economies. 
 
Syrian Refugees and Labour Market 
ILO welcomes the introduction of work permits for refugees in Turkey   
18 January 2016  
   The International Labour Organization (ILO) has welcomed the decision of the Turkish 
Government to issue work permits for refugees. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/359583/icode/
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/standards/WCMS_445132/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_443500/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/ankara/news/WCMS_444117/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 23 January 2016] 
https://www.wmo.int/pages/index_en.html 
19 January 2016 
WMO Renews Call for New Images for International Cloud Atlas  
   The World Meteorological Organization is issuing another call for the submission of high 
quality photographs of clouds to feature as “reference images” in the next edition of the 
International Cloud Atlas. 
   The aim is to produce a user-friendly, digital-based product, which is an authoritative, 
comprehensive and up-to-date source of reference and is also interesting and accessible to a 
wide audience. It will also include new types of cloud. 
 
13 January 2016 
Jason-3 satellite to monitor oceans 
   The Jason-3 satellite was launched Sunday evening, 17 January, from the Vandenberg Air 
Force Base in California, United States of America. Jason-3 will continue the time series of mean 
sea-level measurements that started in 1992 with the launch of the Topex-Poseidon satellite 
and continued with Jason-1 and -2. 
   The satellite's measurements of ocean waves and ocean surface topography will provide 
essential input to numerical forecasts of sea state and ocean currents and to other applications 
in the areas of marine meteorology and operational oceanography. Measurements will also be 
used in numerical prediction models that couple the atmosphere and the oceans and are used 
for seasonal forecasting. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
22 January 2016 
Risk management guide for small and medium enterprises launched 
   VIENNA, 22 January 2016 - The United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO), the International Trade Centre (ITC) and the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) launched a handbook to help small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
better manage potential risks.  
   SMEs are considered a fundamental part of the global economy, however, setting them up 
and keeping them afloat is no easy task as usually only half of them remain in successful 
operation after five years.  
   Finding customers, having access to finance and getting adequate employees for the job are 
all challenges facing most entrepreneurs. Therefore, the early identification and the effective 
management of such risks could help improve the performance of SMEs and assure their 
sustainability.  
   The new publication, titled “ISO 31000 – Risk management” aims at helping SMEs improve 
the identification of opportunities and threats, and effectively allocate resources for risk 
treatment…  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
22 January 2016 

https://www.wmo.int/pages/index_en.html
https://www.wmo.int/media/content/wmo-renews-call-new-images-international-cloud-atlas
https://www.wmo.int/media/content/jason-3-satellite-monitor-oceans
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http://www.unido.org/en/news/press/risk-management-guide-for-small-and-medium-enterprises-launched.html
http://media.unwto.org/news
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UNWTO and neZEH partners present e-toolkit prototype to help hotels become 
Nearly Zero Energy 
   The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and its partners of the Nearly Zero Energy Hotels 
(NEZEH) initiative, have present the prototype of a new tool to engage the tourism sector in 
energy efficiency. The online tool was unveiled at the NEZEH International Conference held in 
the framework of FITUR Green  
 
22 January 2016 
Investor consolidates role as catalyst of tourism development in Africa 
   Promoting sustainable development in Africa through the facilitation of networking and 
business opportunities in African tourism constitutes the main objective of the Tourism 
Investment and Business Forum for Africa, organized by the World Tourism Organization and 
Casa África at the FITUR International Tourism Fair. Some twenty African tourism ministers 
attended the seventh edition of this initiative, which was inaugurated by UNWTO Secretary-
General Taleb Rifai, he Minister of Industry, Energy and Tourism of the Government of Spain, 
José Manuel Soria and the Director General of Casa África, Luis Padrón. 
 
21 January 2016 
Sustainable tourism initiatives recognized by the UNWTO Awards 
   The Itaipu Technological Park (Brazil), the Treetop Walking Path (Lithuania), the Sisterhood 
of Survivors Program (Nepal) and Re-Inventing the Government in Tourism (Indonesia) were 
the winners of the 12th UNWTO Awards for Excellence and Innovation in Tourism. The projects 
were selected among more than 100 candidatures from 30 countries  
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
21 January 2016  
Global partners join forces at Davos to connect the unconnected by 2020 
Estimated cost of connecting next 1.5 billion is USD 450 billion 
 
19 January 2016   
Internet of Things could be the low-cost ‘connectivity key’ that transforms lives in 
developing countries 
New report from ITU and Cisco Systems throws spotlight on exciting development potential of 
hyper-connected world 
 
18 January 2016  
New global platform to assist development of Smart Sustainable Cities 
International standards to help achieve smart-city ambitions  
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 23 January 2016] 
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http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
US Department of State  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2016/index.htm 
01/22/16   
Strengthening the International Response to the Global Refugee Crisis  
Office of the Spokesperson; Washington, DC 
[See Week in Review above] 
 
 
USAID [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
January 22, 2016 
Administrator Smith to Host Discussion on the Future of Power in Africa at White 
House Launch of the Power Africa Roadmap  
   On Monday January 25, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator 
Gayle Smith will host a discussion with honored guests, President of the World Bank Jim Yong 
Kim and President of the African Development Bank Group Akinwumi Adesina, on the future of 
power on the African continent. U.S. National Security Advisor Ambassador Susan Rice will give 
concluding remarks. The event will also feature the launch of a Power Africa Roadmap that will 
outline the way forward for the initiative. 
 
 
DFID  [to 23 January 2016] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
22 January 2016 
Justine Greening announces £30 million in support for refugees arriving in Europe in 
Winter 
DFID  Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
22/01/2016 
EU supports vaccination campaign to combat polio in Ukraine  
   The European Commission is providing €1.2 million to support a third round of polio 
vaccinations in Ukraine following the start of an outbreak in August last year.  
  
21/01/2016 
Horn of Africa: Total of €77 million in EU humanitarian aid for 2016 
   With the Horn of Africa continuing to face a multitude of crises from recurrent cycles of 
conflict to natural disasters, affecting millions of people, the EU has today announced €77 
million in humanitarian aid for the region in 2016.  
 
20/01/2016 
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EU announces €29 million in humanitarian aid for Somalia  
   Today, the European Commission has announced €29 million in humanitarian support for the 
most vulnerable populations in Somalia for 2016. The new funding comes as nearly five million 
people are in need of humanitarian assistance...  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Press Releases  
Two Female Scientists Laureates of the 2015 AU Kwame Nkrumah Scientific Awards 
honoured for their valuable discoveries and findings  
   Addis Ababa, 21 January 2014- The African Union Commission (AUC) awarded prices to two 
female top African scientists: Prof. Merzouk Hafida from Algeria representing the North region 
and Prof. Yalemtsehay Mekonnen from Ethiopia, representing the East region, for their scientific 
achievements and valuable discoveries and findings that has contributed to the development 
agenda of the Continent. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Union  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
EU announces €77 million in humanitarian aid for the Horn of Africa for 2016  
Date: 21/01/2016  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 21 January 2016 With the Horn of Africa 
continuing to face a multitude of crises from recurrent cycles of conflict to natural disasters, 
affecting millions of people, the EU has announced €77 million in humanitarian aid for the 
region in 2016.  
 
EU Humanitarian aid to the Horn of Africa  
Date: 21/01/2016  
   European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 21 January 2016 The Horn of Africa continues to 
face a multitude of crises – from natural disasters, including the El Niño phenomenon, to 
conflict – with consequences for millions of people.  
 
EU announces €29 million in humanitarian aid for Somalia  
Date: 20/01/2016  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 20 January 2016 Today the European 
Commission has announced €29 million, for 2016, in humanitarian support for the most 
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vulnerable populations in Somalia. The new funding comes as nearly five million people are in 
need of humanitarian assistance and over one million people remain...  
 
State of Play: Measures to Address the Refugee Crisis    
Date: 19/01/2016  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 19 January 2016 State of Play: Measures to 
Address the Refugee Crisis Updated on 18 January The European Agenda on Migration adopted 
by the Commission in May 2015 set out the need for a comprehensive approach to migration 
management.  
 

 

OECD  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
22-January-2016 
Signing ceremony on Wednesday 27 January 2016 to mark major milestone towards 
implementation of OECD/G20 BEPS Project  
   Ministers and top tax officials from more than 30 countries will sign an international 
agreement at the OECD on Wednesday 27 January 2016 that will significantly advance the fight 
against corporate tax avoidance.  
 
19-January-2016 
Latin America: tackle twin challenges of inequality and low productivity to raise 
living standards  
   Education, social protection and entrepreneurship are among the areas where priority action 
is needed to halt the slowdown in economic growth and tackle inequality across Latin America, 
according to the OECD.  
  
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
January 23, 2016 
Haiti: EOM/OAS Calls for Political Dialogue to Complete Electoral Process 
 
January 23, 2016 
Haiti: OAS Electoral Observation Mission Expresses Concern over Political Impasse 
ahead of Second Round of Elections 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/news/ 
22/01/2016 
FINAL COMMUNIQUÉ OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF 
FOREIGN MINISTERS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION ON 
AGGRESSIONS ON THE EMBASSY OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA IN TEHRAN 
AND ITS CONSULATE GENERAL IN MASHHAD 
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http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/signing-ceremony-on-wednesday-27-january-2016-to-mark-major-milestone-towards-implementation-of-oecdg20-beps-project.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/signing-ceremony-on-wednesday-27-january-2016-to-mark-major-milestone-towards-implementation-of-oecdg20-beps-project.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/latin-america-tackle-twin-challenges-of-inequality-and-low-productivity-to-raise-living-standards.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/latin-america-tackle-twin-challenges-of-inequality-and-low-productivity-to-raise-living-standards.htm
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-003/16
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-002/16
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-002/16
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/news/
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/topic/?t_id=10837&ref=4262&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/topic/?t_id=10837&ref=4262&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/topic/?t_id=10837&ref=4262&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/topic/?t_id=10837&ref=4262&lan=en
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The OIC welcomes the Libyan political parties’ formation of the Government of 
National Accord 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) welcomed the accord reached by the Libyan 
political parties in forming the Government of National Accord (GNA) and commended this 
important political step towards the preservation of the unity and sovereignty of Libya and the 
restoration of its security and stability... 
20/01/2016 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
22 Jan 2016 
International chamber of commerce and UNCTAD pledge to work together on 2030 
development agenda 
Geneva, Switzerland 
The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and UNCTAD have pledged to strengthen their 
work maximizing the benefits of international trade and investment for economic and social 
development, and laid out plans for new collaborative efforts to advance the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in September 
2015. 
   UNCTAD Secretary-General Mukhisa Kituyi and ICC Secretary General John Danilovich issued 
a joint statement when they met at the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum, taking 
place in Davos, Switzerland, 20–23 January, 2016. 
   "Both UNCTAD and ICC are strongly committed to implementing the United Nations 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and can collaborate in a number of important areas such 
as trade facilitation, e-commerce, investment and competition law," Dr. Kituyi said. "The private 
sector will play a significant role in fulfilling the implementation of the SDGs and we are very 
pleased to partner with ICC, being the largest representative business organization in the 
world."… 
 
 
World Trade Organisation [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
New publication: “Trade in value-added and global value chains: statistical profiles” 
[undated] 
   These statistical profiles show the value-added content in an economy’s exports, its 
participation in global value chains and the contribution of services to the value-added content 
of exports. They also cover trade in intermediate goods and services, trade facilitation and 
foreign direct investment.  

http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/topic/?t_id=10834&ref=4261&lan=en
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/topic/?t_id=10834&ref=4261&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=290
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=290
http://www.iccwbo.org/about-icc/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
http://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2016
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/miwi_e/countryprofiles_e.htm


   

Navigation to Main Sections: :: Week in Review  :: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch  :: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
                                         :: Foundation/Major Donor Watch  :: Journal Watch  

 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/Pages/default.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
United Nations, World Bank Group Launch High Level Panel on Water  
   Call for Action on Water January 21, 2016—The Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
the President of the World Bank jointly announce their intention to form a new panel to mobilize 
urgent action...  
Date: January 21, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
Promoting Equality of Opportunity for Marginalized Roma is a Smart Economic 
Choice, says World Bank  
   WASHINGTON, DC, January 20, 2016 — Ensuring equal opportunities for marginalized Roma 
is a win-win for Central and Eastern European (CEE) countries, says a new World Bank report 
Being Fair, Faring Better:...  
Date: January 20, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
Male Youth Who Don’t Work or Study Increase in Latin America  
   One in Five Youth are Ninis and most of them still women WASHINGTON, January 19th, 2016 
– Despite Latin America’s strong performance in the 2000s—with vibrant economic growth and 
a significant reduction...  
Date: January 19, 2016 Type: Press Release 
 
 
IMF  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
January 20, 2016  
Press Release: IMF Executive Board Initiates Selection Process for Next Managing 
Director   
 
January 20, 2016  
Press Release: New IMF Staff Paper Looks at How to Reap the Benefits and Curtail 
the Risks of Virtual Currencies   

http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm
http://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/01/21/united-nations-world-bank-group-launch-high-level-panel-on-water
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/01/20/promoting-equality-of-opportunity-for-marginalized-roma-is-a-smart-economic-choice-says-world-bank
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/01/20/promoting-equality-of-opportunity-for-marginalized-roma-is-a-smart-economic-choice-says-world-bank
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/01/19/male-youth-who-don-t-work-or-study-increase-in-latin-america
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr1619.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr1619.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr1617.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr1617.htm
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Virtual currencies (VCs) and especially their underlying technologies are a potentially important 
advance for the financial sector that could increase efficiency and financial inclusion, but can 
also serve as vehicles for money laundering, terrorism financing, and tax evasion. Achieving a 
balanced regulatory framework that guards against risks without suffocating innovation is a 
challenge that will require extensive international cooperation, says a new staff paper, “Virtual 
Currencies and Beyond: Initial Considerations,” released today by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) during the World Economic Forum. 
 
The report provides an overview of virtual currencies, how they work and how they fit into 
monetary systems, both domestically and internationally. It discusses the potential implications 
of the technological advances underlying virtual currencies, such as the distributed ledger 
system, before examining the regulatory and policy challenges posed by VCs, in the areas of 
consumer protection, financial integrity (money laundering and terrorism financing), taxation, 
financial stability, exchange and capital controls and monetary policy. The paper also sets out 
principles for the design of regulatory frameworks for VCs at both the domestic and 
international levels. 
 
A key conclusion of the paper is that the distributed ledger concept has the potential to change 
finance by reducing costs and allowing for deeper financial inclusion in the longer run. This 
could be especially important for remittances, where transaction costs can be high, around 8 
percent. Distributed ledgers can also shorten the time required to settle securities transactions, 
which currently take up to three days, as well as lower counterparty and settlement risks. 
 
“Virtual currencies and their underlying technologies can provide faster and cheaper financial 
services, and can become a powerful tool for deepening financial inclusion in the developing 
world,” said IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde, who presented the report at the World 
Economic Forum, in Davos, during the panel Transformation of Finance. “The challenge will be 
how to reap all these benefits and at the same time prevent illegal uses, such as money 
laundering, terror financing, fraud, and even circumvention of capital controls.” 
 
January 20, 2016  
Press Release:IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde Presents New Staff Report 
on the Surge of Refugees to Europe at World Economic Forum   
   The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is releasing today a new staff report looking at the 
refugee surge into Europe, aiming to provide a framework to inform discussions with member 
countries who have asked the Fund to bring its cross-country experience to contribute to the 
analysis of this important issue. 
   “The surge in refugees is a challenge facing many parts of the world. It also has many 
dimensions – social, political, and economic,” said IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde, 
who presented the report today at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. “Today we 
are publishing a new study from IMF staff which focuses on the economic dimension of the 
refugee challenge facing Europe. The study indicates that, with appropriate policies – especially 
effective integration into the labor market – the potential from refugees can be harnessed for 
the benefit of all. The circumstances facing each country are different and so should be the 
response but, ultimately, the refugee surge is a global challenge that must be met through 
global cooperation.” 
 
 

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/sdn/2016/sdn1603.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/sdn/2016/sdn1603.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr1613.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2016/pr1613.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/sdn/2016/sdn1602.pdf
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African Development Bank Group  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
22/01/2016  
African Legal Support Facility concludes capacity-building training on PPPs in 
infrastructure projects 
   The African Legal Support Facility (ALSF) and its partners concluded a five-day training 
focused on Public Private Partnerships (PPP) in infrastructure projects. Attended by PPP 
infrastructure experts from Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Côte d'Ivoire, Senegal, Togo, Congo, 
Mauritania and Nigeria, the training was held under the ALSF’s flagship Nomadic PPP training 
programme that seeks to address institutional, legal, contractual and financial aspects of PPPs. 
 
AfDB presents New Deal on Energy for Africa and the Transformative Partnership on 
Energy in Davos 
   21/01/2016 - The African Development Bank Group (AfDB) presented its New Deal on Energy 
for Africa, and launched a Transformative Partnership on Energy at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland, on January 20, 2016. 
 
Rwanda wins US $840,000 SEFA grant to promote green mini-grids 
   21/01/2016 - At the end of 2015, the Government of Rwanda was awarded a US $840,000 
grant from the African Development Bank-hosted Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa (SEFA) to 
promote green mini-grids (GMGs) and pave the way for private investments in this sub-sector. 
The project is expected to support Government efforts to provide electricity connection to at 
least 145,000 rural households and improve off-grid access rate from 5% to 22% by 2018. 
 
€89-million AfDB loan to finance Agricultural Value Chain Development Project in 
Cameroon 
   21/01/2016 - At its regular meeting in Abidjan on Wednesday, January 20, the Board of 
Directors of the African Development Bank (AfDB) approved a €89.291-million loan to finance 
the development of an Agricultural Value Chain Development Project (AVC-DP) in Cameroon. 
 
AfDB approves US $76.7-million for Uganda’s agriculture programme 
   20/01/2016 - The African Development Bank (AfDB) has approved a US $76.7-million loan to 
finance phase two of the Uganda Farm Income Enhancement and Forestry Conservation 
Programme (FIEFOC-2). 
 
AfDB provides universal water supply and sanitation coverage for four towns in 
Ethiopia by 2020 
   20/01/2016 - Four Ethiopian towns will achieve universal coverage for water supply and 
sanitation by 2020 through a new loan from the African Development Bank (AfDB).  
Approved on Wednesday, January 13, 2016, the USD 76.11-million loan will improve the lives of 
nearly one million people in the towns of Adama, Adwa, Bichena and Gode and the nearby 
villages. 
 
Uganda awarded grant to prepare transformational Strategic Program for Climate 
Resilience 
   18/01/2016 - Uganda received approval on Thursday, January 14 of a US $1.5-million 
preparation grant from the Climate Investment Funds’ Pilot Program for Climate Resilience (CIF 
PPCR) to develop a national Strategic Program for Climate Resilience (SPCR). Once developed, 

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/african-legal-support-facility-concludes-capacity-building-training-on-ppps-in-infrastructure-projects-15320/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/african-legal-support-facility-concludes-capacity-building-training-on-ppps-in-infrastructure-projects-15320/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-presents-new-deal-on-energy-for-africa-and-the-transformative-partnership-on-energy-in-davos-15315/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-presents-new-deal-on-energy-for-africa-and-the-transformative-partnership-on-energy-in-davos-15315/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/rwanda-wins-us-840-000-sefa-grant-to-promote-green-mini-grids-15313/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/eur89-million-afdb-loan-to-finance-agricultural-value-chain-development-project-in-cameroon-15312/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/eur89-million-afdb-loan-to-finance-agricultural-value-chain-development-project-in-cameroon-15312/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-approves-us-76-7-million-for-ugandas-agriculture-programme-15306/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-provides-universal-water-supply-and-sanitation-coverage-for-four-towns-in-ethiopia-by-2020-15304/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-provides-universal-water-supply-and-sanitation-coverage-for-four-towns-in-ethiopia-by-2020-15304/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/uganda-awarded-grant-to-prepare-transformational-strategic-program-for-climate-resilience-15298/
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/uganda-awarded-grant-to-prepare-transformational-strategic-program-for-climate-resilience-15298/
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the policy-based SPCR will pave the way for climate-resilient transformation in the country 
through a broad set of resilience projects to be implemented through a unique multi-
stakeholder approach. The African Development Bank (AfDB) will support Uganda as the lead 
implementation agency for the SPCR. 
 
 
Asian Development Bank  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.adb.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/ 
January 18, 2016  
Inaugural meeting of the AIIB’s Board of Directors  
   Beijing, - The inaugural meeting of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank’s Board of 
Directors was convened in Beijing on January 17, 2016. The Board of Directors is made up of 
12 Directors, of which 9 Directors represent regional members and the others non-regional 
members. Mr. Jin Liqun, President of the AIIB, chaired the meeting. 
   The Board approved key policies to enable the start of the Bank’s operations. These include: 
the 2016 Business Plan and Budget, and the Bank’s policies on compensation and benefits, 
finance and pricing, operational and corporate procurement, financing operations and the Public 
Information Interim Policy. The Board also discussed the Bank’s proposed environmental and 
social policy framework, anticipating final approval by late February, and the process and 
timetable for admitting new members into the Bank… 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new 
research and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, 
collaborations, and initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development 
spheres of action.  
   This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund 
raising announcements, programs events or appeals, and generally not include content which is 
primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.adb.org/news
http://www.aiib.org/html/NEWS/
http://www.aiib.org/html/2016/NEWS_0118/86.html
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://amref.org/news/news/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent
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BRAC  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Casa Alianza  [to 23 January 2016] 
Covenant House [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news 
https://www.covenanthouse.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 23 January 2016] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 23 January 2016]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 23 January 2016]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2016 
Heifer International Weekly 
 

http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases.aspx
http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news
https://www.covenanthouse.org/
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html
http://paper.li/HeiferCEO/1434986877
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HelpAge International  [to 23 January 2016]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Posted: 22 January 2016 
HelpAge International calls on the African Union to challenge discrimination against 
older women 
   HelpAge International is urging African Union member states to protect the rights of older 
women across the continent as they meet at the 26th Africa Union Summit. (21-31 January) 
The summit marks the start of the Africa Year of Human Rights, with particular focus on the 
rights of women.  
 

 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
22 Jan 2016 
The International Rescue Committee urges Austria to reconsider decision to cap 
number of asylum seekers  
 
19 Jan 2016 
Unmarried and Separated Syrian Refugee Men in Lebanon Struggle to Get Aid, Face 
Exploitation and Feel ‘Less of a Man’ Study Finds  
 
January 18, 2016  
On Lesbos, much-needed reception center provides crucial services to refugees  
Posted by The IRC on  
   The IRC has opened a refugee transit site in northern Lesbos, historically the first stop for 
exhausted refugees fleeing from countries affected by conflict. The site, named Apanemo, will 
make it easier to provide immediate assistance for new arrivals 
 
 

ICRC  [to 23 January 2016] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
19 January 2016 - Article 
Better serving people in need through cooperation with the World Economic Forum  
   Over the past few years, the ICRC has developed its engagement with the World Economic 
Forum (WEF): ICRC staff regularly attend WEF-organized events and take part in WEF 
initiatives. Since 2014, the president of the ICRC has been a member of the WEF Board of 
Trustees. 
 
18 January 2016 - Statement 
Setting the record straight: the Palestine Red Crescent Society acted impartially 
   In the immediate aftermath of the 13 November 2015 attack against an Israeli family in the 
Hebron area, which resulted in the tragic death of two civilians, numerous reports referred to 
an alleged failure by the Palestine Red Crescent Society to provide due care to the victims… 
 
18 January 2016  
Consultancy opportunity: Study on rainwater re-use for irrigation in Gaza  
Article 

http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/helpage-international-calls-on-the-african-union-to-challenge-discrimination-against-older-women/
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/helpage-international-calls-on-the-african-union-to-challenge-discrimination-against-older-women/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/international-rescue-committee-urges-austria-reconsider-decision-cap-number-asylum-se
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/international-rescue-committee-urges-austria-reconsider-decision-cap-number-asylum-se
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/unmarried-and-separated-syrian-refugee-men-lebanon-struggle-get-aid-face-exploitation
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/unmarried-and-separated-syrian-refugee-men-lebanon-struggle-get-aid-face-exploitation
http://www.rescue.org/blog/lesbos-much-needed-reception-center-provides-crucial-services-refugees
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-cooperation-with-world-economic-forum
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/setting-record-straight-palestine-red-crescent-society-acted-impartially
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/consultant-services-call-applications-study-rainwater-re-use-irrigation-gazas-border-area
https://www.icrc.org/en/resource-centre/result?t=corporate%2Ftree%3A%22Top%2FDocument+Type%2FArticle%22&s=lastmodifieddate&sa=0
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   Call for applications for a study on rainwater re-use for irrigation in Gaza's border area. 
 
 
IRCT  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 23 January 2016]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 23 January 2016]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Field news 
Yemen: Airstrikes in Saada Wound Dozens, Kill An Ambulance Driver, Among Others 
January 22, 2016 
   At roughly 4 p.m. local time on January 21, an airstrike hit the ambulance service of the 
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)-supported Al Gomhoury Hospital in 
Yemen’s Saada governorate, killing one Ministry of Health (MOH) staff member. 
 
Field news 
DRC: MSF Forced to Close Major Humanitarian Project in Mweso Following 
Abduction of Staff 
January 20, 2016 
   Today Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) announces the closure of its 
project in Mweso, Masisi Territory, North Kivu Province, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
after armed actors attacked one of our convoys and abducted two of our staff members from 
December 15 to 16, 2016. 
 
Field news 
Yemen: Medical Supplies Reach Hospitals in Besieged Taiz  
January 19, 2016 
   On Saturday, January 16, after five months of intense negotiations with officials, Doctors 
Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) was able to get a delivery of two trucks full of 
essential medical supplies into the besieged area of the city of Taiz, in southern Yemen. 
Checkpoints and intense fighting have hampered humanitarian aid from reaching the besieged 
enclave since August 2015, which was the last time that hospitals in the area received medical 
supplies in any quantity. Severe shortages meant that wound care and surgery had to be 
stopped on a number of occasions. 
 
Field news 
Yemen: Number of Dead Rises in Aftermath of Bombing of MSF-Supported Hospital 
in Northern Yemen  
January 17, 2016 

http://www.irct.org/
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/yemen-airstrikes-saada-wound-dozens-kill-ambulance-driver-among-others
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/yemen
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/drc-msf-forced-close-major-humanitarian-project-mweso-following-abduction-staff
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/drc-msf-forced-close-major-humanitarian-project-mweso-following-abduction-staff
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/democratic-republic-congo
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/yemen-medical-supplies-reach-hospitals-besieged-taiz
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/yemen-number-dead-rises-aftermath-bombing-msf-supported-hospital-northern-yemen
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/yemen-number-dead-rises-aftermath-bombing-msf-supported-hospital-northern-yemen
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   A patient critically injured last week in a projectile strike on a hospital supported by Doctors 
Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontierès (MSF) in northern Yemen died Saturday night, 
raising the total number of people killed in the attack to six. 
   The blast that hit the Shiara hospital in Razeh on January 10, in northern Yemen, initially 
killed five people and injured eight, two of them critically. While those critically wounded were 
transferred to an intensive care unit in Saada, the rest were treated on the premises of the 
hospital in Razeh.  
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
20 January 2016 
Struggles for a better world are all threatened by the inequality crisis - new alliance 
   As the world’s rich and powerful gather in Davos for the World Economic Forum, an  alliance 
of top international charities, human rights campaigners, women’s rights groups, green groups, 
civil society organisations and trade unions has come together to fight the growing crisis of 
inequality. 
   In a joint statement, the alliance, including ActionAid, Amnesty International, Oxfam, 
Greenpeace and the International Trade Union Confederation warns that growing inequality 
threatens progress on development, environment, women’s rights and human rights. 
   The alliance statement says ‘“Struggles for a better world are all threatened by the inequality 
crisis that is spiralling out of control.  Across the world, we are seeing the gap between the 
richest and the rest reach extremes not seen in a century.’   
   Bringing together powerful global networks and campaigning capacity, the organisations are 
committed to working together to fight for changes to tackle inequality globally and in countries 
across the world, and to reach out to others to build a global movement to counter balance the 
power and influence of the 1%.   
    “Extreme inequality is also frequently linked to rising restrictions on civic space and 
democratic rights. The right to peaceful protest and the ability of citizens to challenge the 
prevailing economic discourse is being curtailed almost everywhere.  
   “Even the future of our planet is dependent on ending this great divide, with the carbon 
consumption of the 1% as much as 175 times that of the poorest. 
   “We choose to imagine a better world than this, where everyone’s human rights are 
respected, protected and fulfilled.  We believe humanity has the talent, technology, and 
brilliance to build that better world, where the interests of the majority are put first.  And we 
believe the time has come to fight for it together.” 

http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-01-20/struggles-better-world-are-all-threatened-inequality-crisis-new
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   The signatories also include the Association for Women’s Rights in Development, global civil 
society alliance CIVICUS, faith-based networks ACT alliance and CIDSE. 
 
18 January 2016 
62 people own the same as half the world, reveals Oxfam Davos report 
   Runaway inequality has created a world where 62 people own as much wealth as the poorest 
half of the world’s population – a figure that has fallen from 388 just five years ago, according 
to an Oxfam report published today ahead of the annual gathering of the world’s financial and 
political elites in Davos. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
An Appeal to End the Suffering in Syria 
[See full-text of appeal in Week in Review above] 
 
 
Pact   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.pactworld.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016
/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
18.01.2016 
Syria crisis: Urgent action is needed to secure children’s safety and care 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2016-01-18/62-people-own-same-half-world-reveals-oxfam-davos-report
http://www.nrc.no/
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9212587
http://www.pactworld.org/news
http://www.pih.org/blog
http://www.path.org/news/index.php
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9357111/k.C14B/Press_Releases_2016/apps/nl/newsletter2.asp
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/publications/news/statement-by-alia-al-dalli-on-humanitarian-crisis
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Following is a statement by Alia Al-Dalli, SOS Children's Villages International Director of Middle 
East and North Africa Region, on the crisis in Syria.  
[Excerpt] 
   Deteriorating humanitarian conditions in the towns of Foah, Kefraya and Madaya are taking a 
profound toll on the population. The children who are caught up in this extreme situation are 
the most vulnerable group, and urgent action is needed to ensure their safety and care. The 
Syrian government, which ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1993, has an 
obligation to protect children in times of conflict by ensuring they have access to proper 
nutrition, healthcare, shelter and education… 
   …While we acknowledge the profound human suffering of all Syrians through nearly five 
years of conflict, children are among the most vulnerable to the physical, social and emotional 
trauma of wartime deprivation. In order to urgently provide for their needs, we call on the 
Syrian government, security forces and all conflict parties to immediately: 
  :: Allow the safe evacuation from Foah, Kefraya and Madaya of at-risk children and those 
without parental care to safe havens, including SOS Children’s Villages interim care centres in 
Syria 
   :: Ensure that humanitarian non-governmental organisations and international agencies have 
safe and unfettered access to these towns to assist children who are malnourished, at risk and 
without care, as well as provide assistance to the suffering population within the besieged areas 
   Such critical steps, along with demonstrated efforts to provide for the safety and well-being of 
affected children, their families and civilians across Syria, are fundamental to building 
confidence in forthcoming multiparty peace talks, and above all to ease the human toll taken by 
the protracted conflict. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 23 January 2016]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
January 19, 2016 | FLOW 
FLOW 2016-2020 Selected Programmes 
The Dutch government has awarded Women for Women International multi-year funding for 
programs in Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Nigeria under its Funding 
Leadership and Opportunities for Women (FLOW) program. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.concordeurope.org/news-room 
[European NGO confederation for relief and development] 

http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
http://www.flowprogramme.nl/Public/NewsPage.aspx?id=17
http://childfundalliance.org/news/
http://www.concordeurope.org/news-room
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
 [Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Press release 19 January 2016  
The Elders welcome the lifting of sanctions against Iran 
The lifting of the sanctions against Iran is a diplomatic breakthrough fully supported by The 
Elders and proof that positive outcomes can be achieved through sustained political dialogue. 
 
Videos 19 January 2016  
Kofi Annan: "We all have a responsibility to assist refugees; they have rights" 
Speaking from Davos to BBC Newsnight, Kofi Annan highlights the need for leadership and 
cooperation, from Europe's refugee crisis to resolving the Syrian civil war and tackling the 
Islamic State. 
 
Press release 17 January 2016  
The Elders welcome UN High-Level Panel report on humanitarian funding 
   The Elders welcome the new report on humanitarian funding by the UN High-Level Panel and 
call on the world’s prosperous nations to show real ethical leadership to alleviate the suffering 
of the most vulnerable. 
 
 
END Fund  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.end.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
22 January 2016 
Gavi launches 'INFUSE' initiative to overcome barriers to immunisation 
Call to entrepreneurs, corporations and implementers to innovate and improve vaccine delivery. 
 
20 January 2016 
Ebola vaccine purchasing commitment from Gavi to prepare for future outbreaks 
Agreement will help push vaccine towards regulatory approval. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 23 January 2016] 

http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/elders-welcome-lifting-sanctions-against-iran
http://theelders.org/article/kofi-annan-responsibility-refugees-rights
http://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2016
http://theelders.org/article/elders-welcome-un-high-level-panel-report-humanitarian-funding
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2016/gavi-launches-infuse-initiative-to-overcome-barriers-to-immunisation/
http://www.gavi.org/Library/News/Press-releases/2016/Ebola-vaccine-purchasing-commitment-from-Gavi-to-prepare-for-future-outbreaks/
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http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
22 January 2016  
(RED) Marks 10 Years of Contributions to Fight AIDS 
DAVOS, Switzerland – The Global Fund congratulates (RED) on 10 years of spectacular private 
sector engagement in the fight against AIDS, as (RED) celebrates its anniversary today at the 
World Economic Forum in Davos and announces that it has generated contributions of more 
than US$350 million 
 
Deal on Mosquito Nets to Yield $93 million in Savings 
18 January 2016  
   GENEVA – As part of a new framework for procuring health products in the most cost-
effective and sustainable way, the Global Fund has reached an agreement to purchase 
insecticide-treated mosquito nets that prevent malaria with projected savings of US$93 million 
over two years. 
   By achieving sharply lower prices for nets – a 38 percent reduction from 2013 – the 
agreement serves the Global Fund’s goal of accelerating progress against malaria, a preventable 
disease that most seriously affects young children and pregnant women. Building on the Global 
Fund’s large-scale purchasing power, the framework improves the supply of an important tool 
to fight the epidemic. 
   The Global Fund projects US$350 million in mosquito net purchases over the next two years 
through its Pooled Procurement Mechanism. A tender process has selected 10 suppliers and 
includes volume commitments from the Global Fund and performance contracts from the 
suppliers. 
    The agreement creates a level of certainty for suppliers, allowing them greater visibility and 
planning time to manufacture and deliver nets. That facilitates lower prices, and yields 
significant savings for the Global Fund partnership. The US$93 million in projected savings is 
equivalent to about 40 million additional nets… 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 23 January 2016] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
An Alliance of Hilton Prize Recipients 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
Jan 20, 2016  
InterAction Joins International Appeal to End Suffering In Syria 
WASHINGTON – On January 20, a group of 129 humanitarian organizations and UN agencies 
issued a joint appeal for immediate action to end the deadly conflict in Syria.  
[See full-text of appeal in Week in Review above] 
 
Locus 
http://locusworld.org/ 
“Locus is a movement focused on engaging those we serve, practitioners, the private sector, 
donors and government to drive adoption of locally owned, integrated solutions.” 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-01-22_RED_Marks_10_Years_of_Contributions_to_Fight_AIDS/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-01-18_Deal_on_Mosquito_Nets_to_Yield_USD_93_million_in_Savings/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases
https://www.interaction.org/newsroom/news-releases/interaction-joins-international-appeal-end-suffering-syria
http://locusworld.org/
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Start Network [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 23 January 2016] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
22/01/2016 
The CHS Alliance welcomes a new chair 
   The CHS Alliance is pleased to announce the appointment of Robert Tickner as the new 
chairperson of its board, effective 19 January 2016. 
   Robert is former Federal Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs in Australia, 
with a distinguished career at International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
most recently as the Acting Under Secretary General, Partnerships. He was the Chief Executive 
Officer of Australian Red Cross from 2005 to 2015. 
   He replaces Robert Glasser, who has stepped down to take up the position of UN Assistant 
Secretary General and Special Representative of the Secretary General for Disaster Risk 
Reduction… 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
Report Synopsis 
Nigeria (Lassa fever)  

http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news
http://www.alnap.org/
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news/chs-alliance-new-chair-robert-tickner
https://www.linkedin.com/in/roberttickner1
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/crisisbriefing/nigeria-lassa-fever
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Date: 2016/01/22 
   On 19 January 2016 we responded to a funding alert in response to the outbreak of Lassa 
fever in Nigeria. 
   The Southern and Northern regions in Nigeria have been affected with an outbreak of an 
endemic acute viral hemorrhagic illness known as Lassa fever for the past three months.    
Communities and villages where health facilities are poor or not available are at higher risk. 
Women, especially pregnant women, are most vulnerable to the fever. 
   According to UN OCHA’s FTS, donors committed/contributed US$155.5 million of 
humanitarian assistance to Nigeria in 2015. The UN-coordinated 2015 Strategic Response Plan 
(SRP) for Nigeria requests US$100.3 million from donors to respond to the crisis. The appeal is 
currently 58% funded at US$57.9 million, and a further US$97.5 million has been contributed or 
committed outside the appeal. 
   Read our full analysis of the current funding situation. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 23 January 2016] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Center for Global Development   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
Selected Press Releases, Blog Posts, Publications 
1/19/16 
A US Law or Executive Order to Combat Gender Apartheid at Work in Discriminatory 
Countries 
Charles Kenny  
   A number of countries worldwide have laws that specifically discriminate against women’s 
participation in the workforce, including bans on particular occupations, restrictions on opening 
bank accounts or taking jobs without a male family member’s authority, and restrictions on 
travel. 
 
1/19/16 
Shine a Light on the Gaps 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and Janeen Madan  
   If Africa’s smallholder farmers are going to lift themselves out of poverty, they need access to 
formal financial services instead of the unstable, inflexible, informal arrangements that they 
currently rely on and that keep them poor. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and Janeen Madan review the 
ways in which digital technology is changing how financial services are delivered and made 
affordable. With the right investments and policies, farmers will be able to access credit, savings 
accounts, insurance, payment platforms, and other financial products that allow them to invest 
in their livelihoods without being exposed to exploitation or untenable risks. 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/NGA_SRP_150323_EN.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/NGA_SRP_150323_EN.pdf
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/START-alert-Nigeria-Lassa-fever.pdf
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
https://phap.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/us-law-or-executive-order-combat-gender-apartheid-work-discriminatory-countries
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/us-law-or-executive-order-combat-gender-apartheid-work-discriminatory-countries
http://www.cgdev.org/publication/ft/shine-light-gaps
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ODI   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
News | 22 January 2016 
Opening up China’s economy could offset the global trade slowdown - new ODI 
paper  
   A new ODI paper, "China's Balancing Act: Why the internationalisation of the renminbi 
matters for the global economy" describes how the effects of increases in trade and investment 
after full RMB internationalisation could offset the global trade slowdown 
 
Gender and resilience: from theory to practice  
Working and discussion papers | January 2016 | Virginie Le Masson 
   This BRACED working paper reflects on what progress has been made to link gender equality 
and resilience in development projects. 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 23 January 2016] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
46th Annual Meeting of the World Economic Forum to Focus on Fourth Industrial 
Revolution  
News 13 Jan 2016  
[See Week in Review above for additional detail] 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research 
from a growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, 
humanitarian response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative.  

 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp 
Press Releases  
Aga Khan Foundation Sponsors Sessions on Writing, Reading and Economics at 
Jaipur Literature Festival 
   19 January 2016 - As part of its joint commitment to reading, learning and the exchange of 
ideas, the Aga Khan Foundation supports the ZEE Jaipur Literature Festival, the world's largest 
free literature festival. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
JANUARY 19, 2016  
Nigerian Governors Partner with Dangote Foundation, Gates Foundation, and USAID 
to Bring Life-saving Vaccines to Children  

http://www.odi.org/media
http://www.odi.org/news/776-china-renminbi-internationalisation-liberalisation-economy-slowdown
http://www.odi.org/news/776-china-renminbi-internationalisation-liberalisation-economy-slowdown
http://www.odi.org/publications/9967-braced-gender-equality
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/46th-annual-meeting-of-the-world-economic-forum-to-focus-on-fourth-industrial-revolution
http://www.weforum.org/press/2016/01/46th-annual-meeting-of-the-world-economic-forum-to-focus-on-fourth-industrial-revolution
http://www.akdn.org/pr.asp
http://www.akdn.org/Content/1385/
http://www.akdn.org/Content/1385/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2016/01/Nigerian-Govs-Partner-with-Dangote-Gates-USAID
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2016/01/Nigerian-Govs-Partner-with-Dangote-Gates-USAID
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   Four northern Nigerian governors, Alhaji Aliko Dangote, Bill Gates, and U.S. Ambassador 
James Entwistle agree to Memorandum of Understanding to improve routine immunization and 
strengthen primary health care. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/ 
Posted January 22, 2016 
Expanded Partnership Seeks Proposals for Summer Programs Serving Baltimore 
Youth 
   Baltimore’s largest charitable funders are teaming up, for the second year, to create new 
summer learning opportunities for city youth. 
 
Posted January 20, 2016 
New Federal Policies Could Reduce Racial Wealth Gap While Helping Families Build 
Savings 
   The Annie E. Casey Foundation recommends federal policy changes to narrow the wide gap in 
savings between white families and families of color. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 23 January 2016] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/ 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies, the Japanese Government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.aecf.org/contact/newsroom/
http://www.aecf.org/blog/expanded-partnership-seeks-proposals-for-summer-programs-serving-baltimore-youth
http://www.aecf.org/blog/expanded-partnership-seeks-proposals-for-summer-programs-serving-baltimore-youth
http://www.aecf.org/blog/new-federal-policies-could-reduce-racial-wealth-gap-while-helping-families-build-savings
http://www.aecf.org/blog/new-federal-policies-could-reduce-racial-wealth-gap-while-helping-families-build-savings
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News
https://www.ghitfund.org/
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news
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Grameen Foundation    [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
Jan 15, 2016 
Nationwide launch of Mobile Health Program in rural India signals new era of 
mHealth for emerging economies 
01/15/2016  
Platform overcomes technology barriers; delivers life-saving health information to mothers and 
pregnant women on mass scale 
[See Week in Review above for additional detail] 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.ikeafoundation.org/news/ 
January 18, 2016  
   …Our Brighter Lives for Refugees campaign is helping the United Nations Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR) bring light and energy to refugee camps in Asia, Africa and the Middle East. 
Thanks to the support of IKEA’s co-workers and customers, the campaign has raised a total of 
€30.8 million to fund renewable energy and education in the camps. This has made them safer, 
better places for the families who live in them… 
   When night falls many refugee camps are plunged into darkness, making them dangerous 
and unsuitable places for families. So far, 284,000 refugees and their neighbours living in 
nearby communities in Ethiopia and Jordan have received the benefits of solar-powered 
lanterns and streetlights… 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 23 January 2016] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research [ January 20, 2016 ]  
A New Platform for Brain-Wide Imaging and Reconstruction of Neurons 
   The MouseLight Project team at Janelia unveils a microscope and method for long-range 
tracing of neurons in the mouse brain. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Jan. 21, 2016  
Two new senior leadership positions announced 
   BATTLE CREEK, Mich. – The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) today announced the selection 
of two key senior leadership executives. Aranthan (AJ) Jones II has been named chief policy 
and communications officer, effective Feb. 1, 2016. This is a newly created executive position 
that will set the leadership direction for all of the foundation’s policy, communication and 
advocacy investments worldwide.  
   Gail C. Christopher, D.N., currently WKKF’s senior advisor and vice president for policy, will be 
providing leadership for an unprecedented effort to be announced next week on behalf of the 
foundation. 
   Both will report to President and CEO La June Montgomery Tabron, and reflect a change in 
the leadership structure at WKKF. Jones and Christopher will serve on the foundation’s 

http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/press-releases/nationwide-launch-mobile-health-program-rural-india-signals-new-era-mhealth-emerging
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/press-releases/nationwide-launch-mobile-health-program-rural-india-signals-new-era-mhealth-emerging
http://www.ikeafoundation.org/news/
http://www.ikeafoundation.org/programmes/brighter-lives/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/new-platform-brain-wide-imaging-and-reconstruction-neurons
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2016/01/two-new-senior-leadership-positions-announced
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executive leadership team, which provides overall planning, execution and direction for the 
foundation.   
   “These two positions are critical for the foundation as we seek to make paramount advances 
through our worldwide investments in racial equity, education, health and well-being, economic 
security, civic engagement, leadership development and public policy,” said Tabron… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
Press release 
January 15, 2016 
Nuclear Materials Security Index Warns of Slowing Progress 
   The Nuclear Threat Initiative’s third public assessment of nuclear materials security conditions 
around the world finds that progress on reducing the threat of catastrophic nuclear terrorism 
has slowed and major gaps remain in the global nuclear security system. The MacArthur-
supported Nuclear Materials Security Index was created to assess the security of nuclear 
materials around the world and to engage governments to take actions and provide assurances 
about the security of the world’s deadliest materials. For the first time, this year’s index also 
assesses the potential for sabotage of nuclear facilities around the world. The latest edition 
comes in advance of the fourth Nuclear Security Summit in Washington, D.C., which will gather 
more than 50 world leaders to discuss the issue.   
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation   [to 23 January 2016] 
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases 
Press Releases 
New training on working with government officials guides private foundation staff 
to stay in compliance with the law  
January 21, 2016  
   Today, a free, interactive training tool is available from Learn Foundation Law to help private 
foundation staff navigate the rules and regulations surrounding interactions with government 
officials. These regulations include the IRS tax rules and federal, state and local ethics rules that 
prevent government officials from accepting inappropriate gifts or ... 
 
Press Releases 
Monitoring jaguars and other charismatic species in Bolivia’s Alto Madidi  
By Rob Wallace Wildlife Conservation Society January 19, 2016  
   Alto Madidi, on the upper Madidi River where the Andean foothills flatten out onto to the 
Amazonian floodplain, is a magical place and the sixth site on our two-year altitudinal transect 
in Madidi National Park.  
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 

http://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macfound.org/press/publications/nuclear-materials-security-index-warns-slowing-progress/
http://www.nti.org/
http://www.ntiindex.org/news-items/press-release-placeholder/
http://www.ntiindex.org/
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases/2016/01/21/new-training-on-working-with-government-officials-guides-private-foundation-staff-to-stay-in-compliance-with-the-law
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases/2016/01/21/new-training-on-working-with-government-officials-guides-private-foundation-staff-to-stay-in-compliance-with-the-law
http://www.learnfoundationlaw.org/courses-work-withGov.html
http://learnfoundationlaw.org/index.html#.VqEQzPkrJD9
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases/2016/01/19/monitoring-jaguars-and-other-charismatic-species-in-bolivia-s-alto-madidi
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information
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http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
Press Release 
Pew Praises Bipartisan Senate Bill to Reauthorize Child Nutrition Act 
January 19, 2016 Press Release 
Kids' Safe and Healthful Foods Project 
   WASHINGTON—The Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee unveiled 
legislation Jan. 18 to provide a five-year reauthorization of the Child Nutrition Act, which 
expired Sept. 30 and governs the national school lunch and breakfast programs.  
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
HUD Awards $1 Billion Through National Disaster Resilience Competition  
January 21, 2016    
13 states/communities to receive funding for resilient infrastructure and housing projects       
   WASHINGTON, D.C.—Today, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
Secretary Julián Castro and the Rockefeller Foundation announced the winners of the $1 billion 
National Disaster Resilience Competition (NDRC).  Secretary Castro traveled to Norfolk, Virginia 
where he joined Governor Terry McAuliffe in announcing the winners of the competition. 
Through NDRC, HUD will provide funding for resilient housing and infrastructure projects to 
states and communities that were impacted by major disasters between 2011 and 2013… 
 
The Rockefeller Foundation Announces $130 Million Initiative to Reduce Global 
Food Loss and Waste  
January 21, 2016  
   DAVOS, SWITZERLAND—Today, as part of the World Economic Forum’s 2016 Annual 
Meeting, The Rockefeller Foundation announced the launch of YieldWise, a seven-year, $130 
million program… 
[See Week in Review above for additional detail] 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 23 January 2016] 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
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http://www.packard.org/news/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases
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http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom
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http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2016/index.htm
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The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Summer 2015, Volume 10, Number 3 
http://pnpcsw.pnpco.com/cadmus/testvol.asp?year=2015&journal=ajdm 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Infection Control 
January 2016  Volume 44, Issue 1, p1-124, e1-e7  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
January 2016  Volume 50, Issue 1, p1-128, e1-e32 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 106, Issue 1 (January 2016) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
January 2016; 94 (1)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 23 January 2016) 
Research article 
Using Participatory Learning & Action research to access and engage with ‘hard to 
reach’ migrants in primary healthcare research  
Communication problems occur in general practice consultations when migrants and general 
practitioners do not share a common language and culture.  

http://pnpcsw.pnpco.com/cadmus/testvol.asp?year=2015&journal=ajdm
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-015-1247-8
http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-015-1247-8
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Mary O’Reilly-de Brún, Tomas de Brún, Ekaterina Okonkwo, Jean-Samuel Bonsenge-Bokanga, 
Maria Manuela De Almeida Silva, Florence Ogbebor, Aga Mierzejewska, Lovina Nnadi, Evelyn 
van Weel-Baumgarten, Chris van Weel, Maria van den Muijsenbergh and Anne MacFarlane 
BMC Health Services Research 2016 16:25  
Published on: 20 January 2016 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 23 January 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 23 January 2016)  
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 23 January 2016)  
Debate 
The need for pragmatic clinical trials in low and middle income settings – taking 
essential neonatal interventions delivered as part of inpatient care as an illustrative 
example  
Mike English, Jamlick Karumbi, Michuki Maina, Jalemba Aluvaala, Archna Gupta, Merrick 
Zwarenstein and Newton Opiyo 
Published on: 18 January 2016 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 23 January 2016) 
Research article 
‘We are all scared for the baby’: promoting access to dental services for refugee 
background women during pregnancy  
Vulnerable populations such as people with refugee backgrounds are at increased risk of poor 
oral health. Given that maternal characteristics play a significant role in the development of 
dental caries in children... 
Elisha Riggs, Jane Yelland, Ramini Shankumar and Nicky Kilpatrick 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2016 16:12  
Published on: 21 January 2016 
 
Research article 
eRegistries: Electronic registries for maternal and child health  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
http://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-016-0556-z
http://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-016-0556-z
http://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-016-0556-z
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-015-0787-6
http://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-015-0787-6
http://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12884-016-0801-7
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The Global Roadmap for Health Measurement and Accountability sees integrated systems for 
health information as key to obtaining seamless, sustainable, and secure information exchanges 
at all levels of health... 
J. Frederik Frøen, Sonja L. Myhre, Michael J. Frost, Doris Chou, Garrett Mehl, Lale Say, Socheat 
Cheng, Ingvild Fjeldheim, Ingrid K. Friberg, Steve French, Jagrati V. Jani, Jane Kaye, John 
Lewis, Ane Lunde, Kjersti Mørkrid, Victoria Nankabirwa… 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2016 16:11  
Published on: 19 January 2016 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 23 January 2016) 
Research article 
Sexual violence and general functioning among formerly abducted girls in Northern 
Uganda: the mediating roles of stigma and community relations - the WAYS study  
Although sexual violence in war is associated with long-term mental health problems, little is 
known about its association with general functioning and the factors that explain this 
association.  
Kennedy Amone-P’Olak, Tlholego Molemane Lekhutlile, Emilio Ovuga, Rosemary Ann Abbott, 
Richard Meiser-Stedman, David Gage Stewart and Peter Brian Jones 
BMC Public Health 2016 16:64  
Published on: 22 January 2016 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 23 January 2016) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 1 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
British Medical Journal 
21 January 2016 (vol 352, issue 8041) 
http://www.bmj.com/content/352/8041 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Brown Journal of World Affairs 
Volume XXI Issue 1 Fall–Winter 2014 
http://brown.edu/initiatives/journal-world-affairs/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2735-4
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-016-2735-4
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.bmj.com/content/352/8041
http://brown.edu/initiatives/journal-world-affairs/
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Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 94, Number 1, January 2016, 1-76 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/1/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
November/December 2015  Volume 21, Issue 2  Pages C1–C1, 1–366 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 23 January 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://www.resource-allocation.com/ 
(Accessed 23 January 2016) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
February 2016 - Volume 29 - Issue 1  pp: v-vi,1-98 
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
December 2015  Volume 15, Issue 3  Pages iii–iii, 115–275 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2015.15.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 26, Issue 1, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development Policy Review 
January 2016  Volume 34, Issue 1  Pages i–ii, 5–174 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2016.34.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/94/1/en/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v21.2/issuetoc
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
http://www.resource-allocation.com/
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2015.15.issue-2/issuetoc
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2016.34.issue-1/issuetoc
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Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 11, Issue 1, 2016  
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume  9  - Issue 06 - December 2015 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
January 2016   Volume 40, Issue 1  Pages 1–182 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2016.40.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
January 2016, Volume 33, Issue 1  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 15,   In Progress   (June 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2016, Volume 6, Issue 1  
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume  144  - Issue 02 - January 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 25, Issue 6, 1 December 2015 
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2016.40.issue-1/issuetoc
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/6
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Eurosurveillance 
Volume 21, Issue 3, 21 January 2016 
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/Public/Articles/Archives.aspx?PublicationId=11678 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 59,   In Progress   (February 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 7, Issue 6, December 2015 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/7/6/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 42, Issue 3, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 9 No. 1, Spring 2015  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
Issue Focus: The Ottoman Genocides of Armenians, Assyrians, and Greeks  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
December 2015 | Volume 3 | Issue 4  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Governance 
http://blogs.shu.edu/ghg/category/complete-issues/spring-autumn-2014/ 
[Accessed 23 January 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 11, Issue 1-2, 2016  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 

http://www.eurosurveillance.org/Public/Articles/Archives.aspx?PublicationId=11678
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/7/6/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current
http://blogs.shu.edu/ghg/category/complete-issues/spring-autumn-2014/
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current
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Special Issue: Conceptualising the agency of highly marginalised women: Intimate 
partner violence in extreme settings  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 23 January 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
December 2015; Volume 34, Issue 12  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Affordability, Access, Models Of Care & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 17, Issue 2  December 2015 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
Special Issue: Evidence of the Impact of Human Rights-Based Approaches to Health  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume  11  - Issue 01 - January 2016 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 30 Issue 10 December 2015  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 23 January 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 37, Number 4, November 2015 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/human_rights_quarterly/toc/hrq.37.4.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current
http://www.hhrjournal.org/
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/human_rights_quarterly/toc/hrq.37.4.html
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Human Service Organizations Management, Leadership & Governance 
Volume 39, Issue 5, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wasw21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 65 November 2015 
http://odihpn.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/HE_65_web.pdf 
Special Feature: The Crisis in Iraq 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 5, No 2 (2015) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/14 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 23 January 2016]  
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 8 Issue 1 January 2016  
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
EDITORIAL 
Violence against children and education  
Karen Devries 
Int. Health (2016) 8 (1): 1-2 doi:10.1093/inthealth/ihv076  
Extract 
   In most countries around the world, children and adolescents spend more time in school than 
any other single location besides the family home. Whether or not children and adolescents are 
able to attend school, whether they are safe in school and whether they leave school with 
necessary learning and skills, are affected by their experiences of violence—at home, at school 
and in the community.  
   Before children get to school, they are often exposed to violence at home. Analysis of the 
Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys data from 28 countries shows that 43% of children aged 2–
14 years in African countries, and 9% in ‘transitional’ states, have experienced severe physical 
violence from caregivers.1 There are a host of negative health and social consequences 
associated with exposure to physical violence in childhood, especially during this early period. 
These include increased risk of depressive disorders and suicide attempts,2 poor educational 
attainment3 and increased risk of perpetrating or experiencing intimate partner …  
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wasw21/current
http://odihpn.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/HE_65_web.pdf
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/14
http://www.idpjournal.com/content
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/8/1/1.full
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Innovative financing for late-stage global health research and development: the 
Global Health Investment Fund 
Joseph Robert Fitchetta,*, Julia Fan Lib and Rifat Atuna 
Author Affiliations 
aHarvard School of Public Health, Boston, MA, UK 
bSeven Bridges Genomics, London, UK 
Abstract 
Innovative financing strategies for global health are urgently needed to reinvigorate investment 
and new tools for impact. Bottleneck areas along the research and development (R&D) pipeline 
require particular attention, such as the transitions from preclinical discovery to clinical study, 
and product development to implementation and delivery. Successful organizations mobilizing 
and disbursing resources through innovating financing mechanisms include UNITAID, the Global 
Fund, and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. Although precise numbers are poorly documented, 
estimated investment in low-income settings falls seriously short of local need. This 
commentary discusses the newly established Global Health Investment Fund as a case study to 
support late-stage global health R&D.  
 
 
International Human Rights Law Review 
Volume 4, Issue 2, 2015  
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/22131035/4/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 14, Part 4, Pages 323-564 (December 2015) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/14/part/P4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
January 2016   Volume 42, p1-74  
http://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712%2815%29X0012-9 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 23, Issue 2, 2016 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current 
[Reviewed earlier]  
 
 
International Migration Review 
Winter 2015  Volume 49, Issue 4  Pages 843–1070, e33–e48 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2015.49.issue-4/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier]  
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Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
November 2015 - Volume 13 - Issue 3  pp: 200-296 
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
January 19, 2016, Vol 315, No. 3 
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
January 2016, Vol 170, No. 1 
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Asian Development  
Vol 1, No 1 (2015) 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
February 2016, Issue 1, Pages 1-205  
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/41/1/page/1 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 118, Pages 1-298 (January 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/118 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Human Trafficking 
Volume 1, Issue 4, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhmt20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
January 2016, Volume 70, Issue 1  
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
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Volume 11, Issue 3, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/.U2V-Elf4L0l#.VAJEj2N4WF8 
Forum: The Sustainable Development Goals  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Infectious Diseases (JGID)  
[Reviewed earlier] 
October-December 2015  Volume 7 | Issue 4   Page Nos. 125-174 
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 26, Number 4, November 2015 
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_health_care_for_the_poor_and_underserved/toc/hpu.
26.4.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 5 Issue 3   2015 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/5/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 17, Issue 6, December 2015 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/17/6/page/1 
Special issue : Mental Health and Substance Use 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 13, Issue 4, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 213 Issue 3 February 1, 2016  
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
January 2016  Volume 28, Issue 1  Pages 1–158 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v28.1/issuetoc 
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Research Articles 
Mobile Phones and Education in Sub-Saharan Africa: From Youth Practice to Public 
Policy (pages 22–39) 
Gina Porter, Kate Hampshire, James Milner, Alister Munthali, Elsbeth Robson, Ariane de Lannoy, 
Andisiwe Bango, Nwabisa Gunguluza, Mac Mashiri, Augustine Tanle and Albert Abane 
Article first published online: 11 JUN 2015 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.3116 
Abstract 
Young people's use of mobile phones is expanding exponentially across Africa. Its 
transformative potential is exciting, but findings presented in this paper indicate how the 
downside of mobile phone use in African schools is becoming increasingly apparent. Drawing on 
mixed-methods field research in 24 sites across Ghana, Malawi and South Africa and associated 
discussions with educational institutions, public policy makers and network providers, we 
examine the current state of play and offer suggestions towards a more satisfactory alignment 
of practice and policy which promotes the more positive aspects of phone use in educational 
contexts and militates against more damaging ones. 
 
Reversing the Telescope: Evaluating NGO Peer Regulation Initiatives (pages 40–56) 
Angela M. Crack 
Article first published online: 1 JUN 2014 | DOI: 10.1002/jid.3010 
Abstract 
This article investigates perceptions of the extent to which non-governmental organization 
(NGO) peer regulation initiatives have been effective in enhancing accountability in the 
humanitarian sector. It is based upon semi-structured interviews with individuals with 
responsibility for accountability policy from leading NGOs and focuses on two of the best-known 
initiatives: Humanitarian Accountability Partnership and Sphere. It finds that the initiatives have 
prompted positive changes in practice, but there are significant concerns about their deleterious 
impacts. Participants describe a host of challenges, including the tendency of peer regulation to 
become excessively bureaucratic and labour intensive. They cast some doubt on the potential of 
the initiatives to assist NGOs to be more accountable to affected communities. 
 
 
The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics  
Winter 2015  Volume 43, Issue 4  Pages 673–913 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-4/issuetoc 
Special Issue: SYMPOSIUM: Harmonizing Privacy Laws to Enable International 
Biobank Research: Part I 
[14 articles] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
January 2016, Volume 42, Issue 1  
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 4 Issue 4 December 2015  
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 37, Issue 1 (February 2016) 
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v37/n1/index.html 
Original Article 
Mass immunization with inactivated polio vaccine in conflict zones – Experience 
from Borno and Yobe States, North-Eastern Nigeria 
A polio eradication team explains how they planned and accomplished success with a mass 
immunization campaign despite warlike conditions in the two Nigerian states. This example 
offers important lessons 
Faisal M Shuaibu, Gerida Birukila, Samuel Usman, Ado Mohammed, Michael Galway, 
Melissa Corkum, Eunice Damisa, Pascal Mkanda, Frank Mahoney, Gatei Wa Nganda, 
John Vertefeuille, Anna Chavez, Sule Meleh, Richard Banda, Almai Some, Hyelni Mshelia, Al-
Umra Umar, Ogu Enemaku, and Andrew Etsano 
J Public Health Pol 37: 36-50; advance online publication, November 5, 2015; 
doi:10.1057/jphp.2015.34 
Abstract 
The use of Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV) in routine immunization to replace Oral Polio Vaccine 
(OPV) is crucial in eradicating polio. In June 2014, Nigeria launched an IPV campaign in the 
conflict-affected states of Borno and Yobe, the largest ever implemented in Africa. We present 
the initiatives and lessons learned. The 8-day event involved two parallel campaigns. OPV target 
age was 0–59 months, while IPV targeted all children aged 14 weeks to 59 months. The Borno 
state primary health care agency set up temporary health camps for the exercise and treated 
minor ailments for all. The target population for the OPV campaign was 685 674 children in 
Borno and 113 774 in Yobe. The IPV target population for Borno was 608 964 and for Yobe 
111 570. OPV coverage was 105.1 per cent for Borno and 103.3 per cent for Yobe. IPV 
coverage was 102.9 per cent for Borno and 99.1 per cent for Yobe. (Where we describe 
coverage as greater than 100 per cent, this reflects original underestimates of the target 
populations.) A successful campaign and IPV immunization is viable in conflict areas. 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
06 December 2015; volume 12, issue 113 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Knowledge Management for Development Journal 
Vol 11, No 1 (2015) 
http://journal.km4dev.org/journal/index.php/km4dj/index 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Jan 23, 2016  Volume 387  Number 10016  p311-402  e9-e12  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
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Editorial 
Healthy migration needs a long-term plan 
The Lancet 
Summary 
“It occurred to me that no matter where I lived, geography could not save me”, wrote Isabel 
Wilkerson in The Warmth of Other Suns, recounting stories of black Americans migrating north 
in the twentieth century. Today, these same words could be used by international migrants who 
have relocated either by choice or as refugees, many of whom have inadequate access to 
health care. 
 
Comment 
Implementation of the malaria candidate vaccine RTS,S/AS01 
Brian Greenwood, Ogobara K Doumbo 
Published Online: 05 November 2015 
Summary 
As vaccine manufacturers tackle increasingly intractable pathogens, vaccines will be developed 
that show efficacy, but that are less efficacious than established vaccines. Consequently, 
regulatory and public health authorities will be faced with difficult decisions about whether such 
vaccines should be recommended for implementation and, if so, under what circumstances. The 
RTS,S/AS01 malaria candidate vaccine provides an important example of such a challenge. 
 
Comment 
The future leadership of WHO 
Sally C Davies, Somsak Akksilp, Keizo Takemi, Precious Matsoso, Jarbas Barbosa Da Silva Junior 
Summary 
In about 3 month’s time, the Director-General of WHO will call for nominations from the 
Executive Board and Member States for her successor. The selection process will then be 
launched and a new Director-General elected in 2017. 
 
Public health impact and cost-effectiveness of the RTS,S/AS01 malaria vaccine: a 
systematic comparison of predictions from four mathematical models 
Melissa A Penny, Robert Verity, Caitlin A Bever, Christophe Sauboin, Katya Galactionova, Stefan 
Flasche, Michael T White, Edward A Wenger, Nicolas Van de Velde, Peter Pemberton-Ross, 
Jamie T Griffin, Thomas A Smith, Philip A Eckhoff, Farzana Muhib, Mark Jit, Azra C Ghani 
367 
Open Access 
Summary 
Background 
The phase 3 trial of the RTS,S/AS01 malaria vaccine candidate showed modest efficacy of the 
vaccine against Plasmodium falciparum malaria, but was not powered to assess mortality 
endpoints. Impact projections and cost-effectiveness estimates for longer timeframes than the 
trial follow-up and across a range of settings are needed to inform policy recommendations. We 
aimed to assess the public health impact and cost-effectiveness of routine use of the 
RTS,S/AS01 vaccine in African settings. 
Methods 
We compared four malaria transmission models and their predictions to assess vaccine cost-
effectiveness and impact. We used trial data for follow-up of 32 months or longer to 
parameterise vaccine protection in the group aged 5–17 months. Estimates of cases, deaths, 
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and disability-adjusted life-years (DALYs) averted were calculated over a 15 year time horizon 
for a range of levels of Plasmodium falciparum parasite prevalence in 2–10 year olds (PfPR2–
10; range 3–65%). We considered two vaccine schedules: three doses at ages 6, 7·5, and 9 
months (three-dose schedule, 90% coverage) and including a fourth dose at age 27 months 
(four-dose schedule, 72% coverage). We estimated cost-effectiveness in the presence of 
existing malaria interventions for vaccine prices of US$2–10 per dose. 
Findings 
In regions with a PfPR2–10 of 10–65%, RTS,S/AS01 is predicted to avert a median of 93 940 
(range 20 490–126 540) clinical cases and 394 (127–708) deaths for the three-dose schedule, 
or 116 480 (31 450–160 410) clinical cases and 484 (189–859) deaths for the four-dose 
schedule, per 100 000 fully vaccinated children. A positive impact is also predicted at a PfPR2–
10 of 5–10%, but there is little impact at a prevalence of lower than 3%. At $5 per dose and a 
PfPR2–10 of 10–65%, we estimated a median incremental cost-effectiveness ratio compared 
with current interventions of $30 (range 18–211) per clinical case averted and $80 (44–279) 
per DALY averted for the three-dose schedule, and of $25 (16–222) and $87 (48–244), 
respectively, for the four-dose schedule. Higher ICERs were estimated at low PfPR2–10 levels. 
Interpretation 
We predict a significant public health impact and high cost-effectiveness of the RTS,S/AS01 
vaccine across a wide range of settings. Decisions about implementation will need to consider 
levels of malaria burden, the cost-effectiveness and coverage of other malaria interventions, 
health priorities, financing, and the capacity of the health system to deliver the vaccine. 
Funding 
PATH Malaria Vaccine Initiative; Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Global Good Fund; Medical 
Research Council; UK Department for International Development; GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance; 
WHO. 
 
 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Jan 2016  Volume 16  Number 1  p1-130  e1-e9 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 20, Issue 1, January 2016 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995/20/1/page/1 
Original Paper 
The Influence of Women’s Empowerment on Child Immunization Coverage in Low, 
Lower-Middle, and Upper-Middle Income Countries: A Systematic Review of the 
Literature  
Sara Thorpe, Kristin VanderEnde, Courtney Peters… 
Abstract 
Objectives 
An estimated 1.5 million children under five die annually from vaccine preventable diseases, and 
17% of these deaths can be averted with vaccination. Predictors of immunization coverage, 
such as maternal schooling, are well documented; yet, preventable under-five mortality 
persists. To understand these patterns, researchers are exploring the mother–child relationship 
through an empowerment framework. This systematic review assesses evidence of the 
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relationship between women’s agency as a component of empowerment and vaccine 
completion among children <5 years in lower-income countries. 
Methods 
We searched in Socindex, Pubmed, Web of Science and Women’s Studies International for 
peer-reviewed articles focused on two measures of women’s agency—decision-making and 
freedom of movement—and child vaccination. Our initial search identified 406 articles and 
abstracts for screening; 12 studies met the inclusion and exclusion criteria. 
Results 
A majority (83 %) of studies revealed at least one positive association of measures for women’s 
agency with immunization coverage. These relationships varied by geographic location, and 
most studies focused on women’s decision making rather than freedom of movement. No 
included study came from Latin America or the Middle East. 
Conclusions 
Overall, women’s agency, typically measured by decision-making, was positively associated with 
the odds of complete childhood immunizations. Yet, the concept of agency was inconsistently 
defined and operationalized. Future research should address these inconsistencies and focus on 
under-represented geographic regions including Latin America and the Middle East. 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
January 2016; 36 (1)  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
September 2015  Volume 93, Issue 3  Pages 447–649 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/milq.2015.93.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 529 Number 7586 pp255-432  21 January 2016 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
January 2016, Volume 22 No 1 pp1-113 
http://www.nature.com/nm/journal/v22/n1/index.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
January 21, 2016  Vol. 374 No. 3 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
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Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 
December 2015; 44 (6)  
http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration  
OxMo – Vol. 5, No. 2 
http://oxmofm.com/current-issue/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Pediatrics  
January 2016, VOLUME 137 / ISSUE 1 
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/137/1?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 33, Issue 12, December 2015 
http://link.springer.com/journal/40273/33/12/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PLOS Currents: Disasters 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
[Accessed 23 January 2016] 
[No new content] 
 
 
PLoS Currents: Outbreaks 
http://currents.plos.org/outbreaks/ 
(Accessed 23 January 2016) 
[No new content] 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 23 January 2016)  
Editorial  
Sharing Clinical Trial Data: A Proposal from the International Committee of Medical 
Journal Editors  
Darren B. Taichman, Joyce Backus, Christopher Baethge, Howard Bauchner, Peter W. de 
Leeuw, Jeffrey M. Drazen, John Fletcher, Frank A. Frizelle, Trish Groves, Abraham Haileamlak, 
Astrid James, Christine Laine, Larry Peiperl, Anja Pinborg, Peush Sahni, Sinan Wu  
| published 20 Jan 2016 | PLOS Medicine  
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10.1371/journal.pmed.1001950 
 
Essay  
Sharing Individual Participant Data (IPD) within the Context of the Trial Reporting 
System (TRS)  
Deborah A. Zarin, Tony Tse  
| published 19 Jan 2016 | PLOS Medicine  
10.1371/journal.pmed.1001946 
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
http://www.plosntds.org/  
(Accessed 23 January 2016) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 23 January 2016] 
Research Article 
Factors Contributing to Maternal and Child Mortality Reductions in 146 Low- and 
Middle-Income Countries between 1990 and 2010  
David M. Bishai, Robert Cohen, Y. Natalia Alfonso, Taghreed Adam, Shyama Kuruvilla, Julian 
Schweitzer  
| published 19 Jan 2016 | PLOS ONE  
Abstract 
Introduction 
From 1990–2010, worldwide child mortality declined by 43%, and maternal mortality declined 
by 40%. This paper compares two sources of progress: improvements in societal coverage of 
health determinants versus improvements in the impact of health determinants as a result of 
technical change. 
Methods 
This paper decomposes the progress made by 146 low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) in 
lowering childhood and maternal mortality into one component due to better health 
determinants like literacy, income, and health coverage and a second component due to 
changes in the impact of these health determinants. Health determinants were selected from 
eight distinct health-impacting sectors. Health determinants were selected from eight distinct 
health-impacting sectors. Regression models are used to estimate impact size in 1990 and again 
in 2010. Changes in the levels of health determinants were measured using secondary data. 
Findings 
The model shows that respectively 100% and 89% of the reductions in maternal and child 
mortality since 1990 were due to improvements in nationwide coverage of health determinants. 
The relative share of overall improvement attributable to any single determinant varies by 
country and by model specification. However, in aggregate, approximately 50% of the mortality 
reductions were due to improvements in the health sector, and the other 50% of the mortality 
reductions were due to gains outside the health sector. 
Conclusions 
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Overall, countries improved maternal and child health (MCH) from 1990 to 2010 mainly through 
improvements in the societal coverage of a broad array of health system, social, economic and 
environmental determinants of child health. These findings vindicate efforts by the global 
community to obtain such improvements, and align with the post-2015 development agenda 
that builds on the lessons from the MDGs and highlights the importance of promoting health 
and sustainable development in a more integrated manner across sectors. 
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[No new relevant content identified] 
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Volume  30  - Issue 06 - December 2015 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Preventive Medicine 
Volume 82, Pages 1-118 (January 2016) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00917435/82 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Ethics 
Volume 8 Issue 3 November 2015  
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Special Symposium: Antimicrobial Resistance 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
January 2016; 26 (2)  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 34 Issue 4 December 2015  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 23 January 2016] 
Review    
Unmet reproductive health needs among women in some West African countries: a 
systematic review of outcome measures and determinants 
Martin Ayanore, Milena Pavlova, Wim Groot Reproductive Health 2016, 13:5 (16 January 2016)  
Abstract 
Background 
Identifying relevant measures of women’s reproductive health needs is critical to improve 
women’s chances of service utilization. The study aims to systematically review and analyze the 
adequacy of outcome measures and determinants applied in previous studies for assessing 
women reproductive health needs across West Africa.  
Methods 
Evidence on outcomes and determinants of unmet reproductive health needs among women of 
childbearing age in diverse multicultural, religious, and ethnic settings in West African countries 
was systematically reviewed. The review included recent English language publications (from 
January 2009 - March 2014). Clinical studies particularly on obstetric care services and 
reproductive services in relation to HIV/AIDS were excluded. We acknowledge the possibility to 
have excluded non-English publications and yet-to-be-published articles related to the study aim 
and objectives. Outcomes and determinants were assessed and defined at three main levels; 
contraceptive use, obstetric care, and antenatal care utilization.  
Results 
Results show increasing unmet need for women’s reproductive health needs. Socio-cultural 
norms and practices resulting in discontinuation of service use, economic constraints, travel 
distance to access services and low education levels of women were found to be key predictors 
of service utilization for contraception, antenatal and obstetric care services. Outcome measures 
were mainly assessed based on service utilization, satisfaction, cost, and quality of services 
available as core measures across the three levels assessed in this review.  
Conclusions 
Evidence from this review indicates that currently applied measures of women’s reproductive 
health needs might be inadequate in attaining best maternal outcomes since they appear rather 
broad. More support and research for developing and advancing context-related measures may 
help to improve women’s maternal health.  
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January 2016  Volume 21, Issue 1  Pages 1–156 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol. LII No. 3 2015   December 2015 
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
Sustainable Energy 
This issue focuses on sustainable energy, and explores topics such as universal energy access, 
increasing the use of renewable energy, improved energy efficiency and the nexus between 
energy and development.  
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