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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad themes is 
a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not intended 
to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
 
SDGs – Sustaintable Development Goals  [to 26 September 2015] 
Editor’s Note: 
The UN Sustainable Development Summit continues in New York with a range of side events 
running in parallel with General Assembly activity. The SDGs were adopted unanimously on 
Friday as captured in the announcement text and videos below. 

http://ge2p2-center.net/
http://ge2p2-center.net/


 
UN Sustainable Development Summit 
September 25-27 
UN headquarters, New York 
   More than 150 world leaders are attending the UN Sustainable Development Summit from 
September 25-27 at UN headquarters in New York to formally adopt an ambitious new 
sustainable development agenda. This momentous agenda will serve as the launch pad for 
action by the international community and by national governments to promote shared 
prosperity and well-being for all over the next 15 years. 
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/summit/ 
 
 
Unanimously Adopting Historic Sustainable Development Goals, General Assembly 
Shapes Global Outlook for Prosperity, Peace 
Seventieth Session,  
4th, 5th & 6th Meetings (AM, PM & Night)  
25 September 2015 
GA/11688 

World leaders today embraced a sweeping 15-year global plan of action to end poverty, reduce 
inequalities and protect the environment, known as the Sustainable Development Goals, at the 
opening of a United Nations special summit. 

Titled “Transforming our world:  the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” and contained 
in document A/70/L.1, the agreement on a set of 17 goals and 169 targets would come into 
effect on 1 January 2016, replacing the Millennium Development Goals set in 2000. 

“We have reached a defining moment in human history,” Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said 
prior to the unanimous adoption of the post-2015 development framework, describing it as “a 
promise by leaders to all people everywhere”.  The Goals formed an agenda “for people and the 
planet”, as well as “for shared prosperity, peace and partnership”, he said.  It conveyed the 
urgency of climate action, enshrined gender equality and respect for the rights of all, and 
pledged to leave “no one behind”. 

“The true test of commitment to Agenda 2030 will be implementation,” he said, stressing the 
need for action from all States.  The Agenda also required global partnership involving all 
stakeholders, including parliaments, local governments, civil society and academia.  “No one 
can succeed working alone.” 

Mr. Ban said the Millennium Development Goals had demonstrated the possibilities of working 
together.  The Addis Ababa Action Agenda, adopted at the International Conference on 
Financing for Development in July, had provided a solid funding framework.  The new agenda 
must build on those foundations. 

With the Goals taking effect in 2016, he stressed the need for starting the new era “on the right 
foot”, urging all Governments to adopt a robust universal climate agreement in Paris in 
December.  Recalling the creation of the United Nations 70 years ago, Mr. Ban said the Agenda 
would advance the goals of its visionary Charter dedicated to “We the Peoples”… 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/summit/
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http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/ga11688.doc.htm


 
 
(Part 1) Post-2015 Development Agenda Summit - General Assembly, 5th plenary, 
70th session 
(Part 1) High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly (2nd meeting) 
Video: [2:55.42] http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-1-post-2015-development-agenda-summit-
general-assembly-5th-plenary-70th-session/4510297051001#full-text 
 
Addresses by 
1. His Excellency Raimonds Vējonis, President of the Republic of Latvia 
2. His Excellency Salvador Sánchez Cerén, President of the Republic of El Salvador 
3. His Excellency Uhuru Kenyatta, President and Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Forces of 
the Republic of Kenya 
4. His Excellency Faure Essozimna Gnassingbé, President of the Togolese Republic 
5. Her Excellency Michelle Bachelet Jeria, President of the Republic of Chile 
6. His Excellency Evo Morales Ayma, President of the Plurinational State of Bolivia 
7. His Excellency Arthur Peter Mutharika, President of the Republic of Malawi 
8. His Excellency David Arthur Granger, President of the Republic of Guyana 
9. Her Excellency Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, President of the Republic of Liberia 
10. His Excellency Anote Tong, President, Head of Government and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Kiribati 
11. His Excellency Hage Geingob, President of the Republic of Namibia 
12. His Excellency Juan Carlos Varela Rodríguez, President of the Republic of Panama 
13. His Excellency Muhammadu Buhari, President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
14. His Excellency Tommy Esang Remengesau, President of the Republic of Palau 
15. His Excellency Truong Tan Sang, President of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam 
16. His Excellency János Áder, President of Hungary 
17. His Excellency Elbegdorj Tsakhia, President of Mongolia 
18. His Majesty Don Felipe VI, King of the Kingdom of Spain 
19. Her Excellency Simonetta Sommaruga, President of the Swiss Confederation 
20. His Excellency Juan Orlando Hernández Alvarado, President of the Republic of Honduras 
21. His Excellency Robert Mugabe, President of the Republic of Zimbabwe 
 
 
(Part 2) Post-2015 Development Agenda Summit - General Assembly, 4th plenary, 
70th session 
Video: http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-2-post-2015-development-agenda-summit-general-
assembly-4th-plenary-70th-session/4510090182001#full-text 
 
:: Statements by the Co-Chairs of the High-level Plenary Meeting 
:: Statement by the Secretary-General Statement by the representative of civil society :: 
Consideration of draft resolution (A/70/L.1) 
List of Speakers: 
1. Her Excellency Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović, President of the Republic of Croatia 
2. His Excellency Sauli Niinistö, President of the Republic of Finland 
3. His Excellency Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, President of Turkmenistan 
4. His Excellency Juan Manuel Santos Calderón, President of the Republic of Colombia 
5. His Excellency Abdel Fattah Al Sisi, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt 

http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-1-post-2015-development-agenda-summit-general-assembly-5th-plenary-70th-session/4510297051001#full-text
http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-1-post-2015-development-agenda-summit-general-assembly-5th-plenary-70th-session/4510297051001#full-text
http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-1-post-2015-development-agenda-summit-general-assembly-5th-plenary-70th-session/4510297051001#full-text
http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-1-post-2015-development-agenda-summit-general-assembly-5th-plenary-70th-session/4510297051001#full-text
http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-2-post-2015-development-agenda-summit-general-assembly-4th-plenary-70th-session/4510090182001#full-text
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http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-2-post-2015-development-agenda-summit-general-assembly-4th-plenary-70th-session/4510090182001#full-text
http://webtv.un.org/watch/part-2-post-2015-development-agenda-summit-general-assembly-4th-plenary-70th-session/4510090182001#full-text


6. His Excellency Ralph Gonsalves, Prime Minister of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
7. His Excellency José Maria Pereira Neves, Prime Minister of the Republic of Cabo Verde 
8. His Excellency Perry Gladstone Christie, Prime Minister and Minister of Finance of the 
Commonwealth of the Bahamas 
9. Her Excellency Angela Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany 
10. His Excellency Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of the Republic of India 
11. His Excellency Enda Kenny, Prime Minister of Ireland 
12. Jamaica, 
13. Côte d’Ivoire 
14. Trinidad and Tobago 
15. Afghanistan 
 
::::::: 
 
Address by His Holiness Pope Francis - General Assembly: 3rd plenary meeting, 70th 
Session 
25 Sep 2015 
Video: 52 minutes  
Apostolic Journey - United Nations: Meeting with the members of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations Organization (New York, 25 September 2015) (Video) 
[Text: Arabic  - English  - French  - German  - Italian  - Portuguese  - Spanish ]  
 
[Excerpt] 
…Solemn commitments, however, are not enough, although they are certainly a necessary step 
toward solutions. The classic definition of justice which I mentioned earlier contains as one of 
its essential elements a constant and perpetual will: Iustitia est constans et perpetua voluntas 
ius sum cuique tribuendi. Our world demands of all government leaders a will which is effective, 
practical and constant, concrete steps and immediate measures for preserving and improving 
the natural environment and thus putting an end as quickly as possible to the phenomenon of 
social and economic exclusion, with its baneful consequences: human trafficking, the marketing 
of human organs and tissues, the sexual exploitation of boys and girls, slave labour, including 
prostitution, the drug and weapons trade, terrorism and international organized crime. Such is 
the magnitude of these situations and their toll in innocent lives, that we must avoid every 
temptation to fall into a declarationist nominalism which would assuage our consciences. We 
need to ensure that our institutions are truly effective in the struggle against all these scourges. 
 
The number and complexity of the problems require that we possess technical instruments of 
verification. But this involves two risks. We can rest content with the bureaucratic exercise of 
drawing up long lists of good proposals – goals, objectives and statistics – or we can think that 
a single theoretical and aprioristic solution will provide an answer to all the challenges. It must 
never be forgotten that political and economic activity is only effective when it is understood as 
a prudential activity, guided by a perennial concept of justice and constantly conscious of the 
fact that, above and beyond our plans and programmes, we are dealing with real men and 
women who live, struggle and suffer, and are often forced to live in great poverty, deprived of 
all rights. 
 
To enable these real men and women to escape from extreme poverty, we must allow them to 
be dignified agents of their own destiny. Integral human development and the full exercise of 

http://webtv.un.org/watch/address-by-his-holiness-pope-francis-general-assembly-3rd-plenary-meeting-70th-session/4509243425001
http://webtv.un.org/watch/address-by-his-holiness-pope-francis-general-assembly-3rd-plenary-meeting-70th-session/4509243425001
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human dignity cannot be imposed. They must be built up and allowed to unfold for each 
individual, for every family, in communion with others, and in a right relationship with all those 
areas in which human social life develops – friends, communities, towns and cities, schools, 
businesses and unions, provinces, nations, etc. This presupposes and requires the right to 
education – also for girls (excluded in certain places) – which is ensured first and foremost by 
respecting and reinforcing the primary right of the family to educate its children, as well as the 
right of churches and social groups to support and assist families in the education of their 
children. Education conceived in this way is the basis for the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda and for reclaiming the environment…. 
 
::::::: 
 
Philanthropy leaders call for greater role in tackling global challenges defined in 
new Sustainable Development Goals 
Sep 24, 2015 
New York— Today, more than 150 leaders from philanthropy, government, UN agencies, civil 
society, and business are meeting to consider how the philanthropy community can connect 
more with the Sustainable Development Goals over the next 15 years. “Philanthropy Engaged: 
Implementing and Achieving the Post-2015 Agenda” is being hosted by the SDG Philanthropy 
Platform, a partnership of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Foundation 
Center, and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors (RPA)… 
 
“Governments alone cannot address the critical challenges of sustainable development, nor can 
we expect philanthropy to achieve its maximum potential operating in isolation,” said Helen 
Clark, United Nations Development Programme Administrator. “The SDG Platform for 
Philanthropy will create the linkages necessary to achieve the SDGs, and, ultimately, a more 
just and equitable society.” 
 
Launched over the past year, with support from The MasterCard, Ford, and Conrad N. Hilton 
foundations and others, the SDG Philanthropy Platform connects local and international 
philanthropies with ongoing development programmes, including government-led discussions on 
localizing the SDGs. At the global level, the Platform connects philanthropy to global 
development resources, ensures that funders are included in the development of policy 
agendas, and facilitates partnerships among foundations, governments, the UN, the private 
sector and other civil society organizations. 
 
At the national level, the Platform has begun work in Kenya, Colombia, Indonesia, and Ghana, 
with plans to expand to additional countries in the coming year. In Kenya specifically, the 
Platform contributed to establishing the Kenya Philanthropy Forum, which is a vehicle for 
collective engagement of Kenyan philanthropy in advancing national development plans. 
 
Today’s event also features the launch of www.SDGfunders.org -- a website designed by the 
SDG Philanthropy Platform to facilitate funder engagement in the global development process. 
Through knowledge sharing and access to critical data, the new website enhances opportunities 
for collaboration across sectors — philanthropy, government, UN agencies, civil society, and the 
private sector — to increase the effectiveness of work that addresses common social, 
environmental, and economic challenges… 
 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/09/24/philanthropy-leaders-call-for-greater-role-in-tackling-global-challenges-defined-in-new-sustainable-development-goals.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/09/24/philanthropy-leaders-call-for-greater-role-in-tackling-global-challenges-defined-in-new-sustainable-development-goals.html
http://www.sdgfunders.org/


SDGfunders.org creates a centralized place for sharing data and knowledge and visualizing 
progress towards global development outcomes, while fostering collaboration. Powered by 
Foundation Center, the site offers interactive maps and dashboards tracking key funding data 
(both from foundations and official development assistance) to individual Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), SDGs, countries, and population groups. It also lists top funders 
and recipients working on specific SDGs; provides access to a collection of literature, including 
case studies and interviews with global experts; and will host an online community that serves 
as a hub for discussions and knowledge sharing worldwide… 
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
 
Zero poverty, zero emissions: eradicating extreme poverty in the climate crisis 
Overseas Development Institute 
September 15, 2015 
Ilmi Granoff, Jason Eis, Will McFarland and Chris Hoy, Charlene Watson, Gaia de Battista, Cor 
Marijs, Amina Khan and Natasha Grist 
ISSN: 2052-7209 :: 56 pages 
Pdf: http://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/9844.pdf 
 
Key messages 
:: Eradicating extreme poverty is achievable by 2030, through growth and reductions in 
inequality. Sustained economic growth in developing countries is crucial for poverty eradication, 
but it is likely to be more moderate and less effective in reducing extreme poverty in the 
coming decades than the prior ones. Addressing growth and inequality together is far more 
effective. This requires building poor people’s human capital (through nutrition, health and 
education) and assets, their access to infrastructure, services, and jobs, and their political  
representation. 
 
:: Avoiding catastrophic climate change requires global emissions to peak by around 2030 and 
fall to near zero by 2100. Nearly all the IPCC’s mitigation scenarios indicate that the global 
economy must reach zero net greenhouse gas emissions before the century’s end to hold the 
global mean temperature rise to less than 2°C, the limit beyond which the world will face 
‘dangerous anthropogenic interference’ with the climate (UNFCCC 2009). Most of these 
scenarios require global emissions to peak by around 2030, the deadline of our global poverty 
eradication target. 
 
:: Unchecked, climate change could draw up to 720 million people back into extreme poverty 
just as we approach the zero poverty goal. This estimate factors in only the most quantifiable 
impacts on the world’s extreme and moderately poor during the period 2030-2050 if current 
emissions trends continue, heading toward 3.5oC mean temperature change by the century’s 
end. 
 
:: Poverty eradication cannot be maintained without deep cuts from the big GHG emitters. It is 
policy incoherent for big GHG emitting countries, especially industrialised ones, to support 
poverty eradication as a development priority, whether through domestic policy or international 
assistance, while failing to shift their own economy toward a zero net emissions pathway. The 
costs of adaptation simply become implausible beyond 2°C. 

http://www.odi.org/publications/9690-zero-poverty-zero-emissions-eradicating-extreme-poverty-climate-crisis
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http://www.odi.org/experts/440-natasha-grist
http://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/9844.pdf


 
:: Low emissions development is both necessary for, and compatible with, poverty eradication. 
The achievement of global zero net emissions requires action by countries across all levels of 
development, moving to development strategies that anticipate the need for declining emissions 
from 2030 toward the zero emissions goal. Evidence to date shows this is compatible with 
poverty eradication. In the regions of the world home to the extreme poor, studies show that 
most emissions reductions necessary by 2030 can enhance growth by anywhere between 1.4% 
and 3.9%. 
 

Press Release 
720 million will return to poverty in the climate crisis  
News | 24 September 2015 
720 million people may fall back into extreme poverty unless we begin to tackle climate change 
immediately, according to a new report published by the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 
today. 
   The report, launched as world leaders gather this week at the United Nations General 
Assembly to agree ‘Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)’ for 2030, found that the eradication 
of extreme poverty is achievable if radical approaches are adopted, but cannot be maintained 
without a greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions peak in 2030, and a fall to near zero by 2100.¹ 
   Speaking at Climate Week, which runs in parallel with SDGs in New York, author Ilmi Granoff 
said “Unchecked, climate change could begin drawing up to 720 million people back into 
extreme poverty just as we approach the 2030 zero poverty goal.² Poverty eradication cannot 
be maintained without deep cuts from the big GHG emitters.” ³ 
   The report ‘Zero poverty, zero emissions. Eradicating extreme poverty in the climate crisis’ 
outlines how ‘low emission’ growth is both necessary for, and compatible with, poverty 
eradication. 
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
 
Refugees/Migrants/IDPs  [to 26 September 2015] 
Editor’s Note: 
The crises across the globe involving refugees, migrants and internally-displaced persons 
continue. The EU context has moved, in our view, to something just short of chaos. We 
continue to track and present the numerous statements, analyses and calls to action from state 
actors, UN agencies and INGOs in the respective “Watch” sections below. 
 
UNHCR welcomes additional support to refugees, and calls for fast implementation 
and additional measures 
Press Releases, 24 September 2015 
UNHCR welcomes the announcements by the European Council to significantly increase 
resources for humanitarian assistance in neighbouring countries to Syria as well as the Justice 
and Home Affairs Council decision to relocate an additional 120,000 people. 

"The relocation plan will not put an end to the problem, but it hopefully will be the beginning of 
a solution," said António Guterres, UN High Commissioner for Refugees. "It is an important step 
toward stabilizing the crisis, but much more needs to be done. The plan can only work if, at 
entry points in Europe, robust facilities are created to receive, assist, register and screen 

http://www.odi.org/news/767-720-million-will-return-poverty-climate-crisis
http://www.unhcr.org/5603af5c6.html
http://www.unhcr.org/5603af5c6.html


people. These facilities must have a capacity that could handle the current average 5000 people 
arriving every day by boat. They must also offer those in need of international protection a 
credible alternative to the present chaotic journeys across border after border at the mercy of 
criminal smugglers." The programme, which is limited compared with the present needs, must 
be quickly implemented. In order for the system to work, effective support for the dignified 
return of those that do not require international protection must also be in place. 

UNHCR also welcomes the announcement that critically needed new funding would be made 
available for refugees in first countries of asylum. "So many refugee emergencies in the Middle 
East and Africa are woefully underfunded, leaving refugees in conditions so dire that many 
chose to move on," Mr. Guterres said. "People will continue to seek safety and survival further 
afield if the root causes of forced displacement are not addressed." 

In relation to strengthening border control at the EU external border, UNHCR insists that the 
management of borders needs to be consistent with national, EU and international law, 
including guaranteeing the right to seek asylum. 

UNHCR is disappointed that, notwithstanding relocation, no further measures have been 
proposed to create more legal pathways for refugees to reach safety in Europe. UNHCR urges a 
substantial and rapid increase in legal opportunities for refugees to access the EU, including 
enhanced resettlement and humanitarian admission, family reunification, private sponsorship, 
and humanitarian and student visas. According to UNHCR's assessment, 1 in 10 Syrian refugees 
are in need of resettlement – a total of 400,000 Syrian refugees. The international community 
as a whole should adopt the type of exceptional response which had been used in other 
humanitarian crises. Without such avenues, refugees will continue to be left with few options, 
and the increase in international efforts to crack down on smugglers and traffickers is unlikely 
to be effective. 

UNHCR has stepped up its operations in countries affected by the current refugee flows and is 
ready to fully support all measures by the European Union and Member States, and other 
stakeholders, in effectively responding to the present crisis. 

::::::: 
::::::: 
 
Cracking the Code: Enhancing Emergency Response and Resilience in Complex 
Crises 
Mercy Corp. 
September 2015 :: 58 pages 
Pdf: https://d2zyf8ayvg1369.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/Cracking%20the%20Code.pdf 
 
FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
If the lessons of the case studies [in this report] are to have impact for crisis-affected people 
around the world, we must use them to rethink not just the specific cases but what they mean 
collectively for how the global humanitarian and development system should be reformed. 
Mercy Corps calls for a sea change in how the international community engages in conflicts and 
fragile states—moving away from short-term humanitarian response in all but the most acute 
crises and where appropriate reducing or refocusing the role of the UN.  

https://d2zyf8ayvg1369.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/Cracking%20the%20Code.pdf
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Based on its experience Mercy Corps calls for a sea change in how the international community 
engages in conflicts and fragile states—moving away from short-term humanitarian response in 
all but the most acute crises and where appropriate reducing or refocusing the role of the UN.  
 
There should be a much increased focus on conflict sensitivity and peace building, on market 
sensitivity and economic development. National and local governments should take ownership 
wherever possible, with an increased focus on national and local civil society. This must be done 
while increasing both the duration and flexibility of international engagement.  
 
We make the following specific recommendations: 
1. ADOPT A MORE DECENTRALIZED, DIVERSE APPROACH TO CONFLICTS AND FRAGILE 
STATES. 
:: The World Humanitarian Summit should establish a high-level panel to review the roles, 
mandates and comparative advantages of different humanitarian agencies, including UN 
agencies. 
:: Donors should, where appropriate, support NGOs to fulfill a large-scale coordination and 
operational role in cases where the UN is politically unable to meet urgent humanitarian needs. 
:: Donors should increase their risk tolerance for operating in highly fragile and conflict-affected 
places, particularly their willingness to program remotely at scale by supporting local partner 
networks. 
:: Humanitarian agencies should pool their learning for how to manage partnership-based 
response, “remote management” and other successful responses in conflicts—and integrate 
those lessons into future responses. 
:: Humanitarian actors should commit to using international external action only as a last 
resort—instead prioritizing local capacity. Sometimes a direct humanitarian response by 
international actors is vital to saving lives and reducing suffering. But it should not be the option 
of first resort, nor should it be used beyond the point at which it is appropriate. 
 
2. FOCUS ON TACKLING THE ROOT CAUSES OF CRISES. 
:: Donors should increase support for peace-building and conflict-reduction programs as part of 
long-term resilience- enhancing strategies for fragile states. 
:: Implementing agencies, supported by donors, should make conflict sensitivity analysis based 
on local knowledge a prerequisite for engagement in conflict-affected countries. 
:: Donors should increase support for market-based economic development and financial 
inclusion as part of long- term resilience-enhancing strategies for fragile states. This should 
include an explicit focus on increasing resilience to avoid unintended harm. 
:: Implementing agencies, supported by donors, should make market sensitivity analysis a 
prerequisite for engagement in conflict-affected countries. 
:: The World Humanitarian Summit should propose new frameworks for vulnerability 
assessments, and monitoring and evaluation, in fragile states. These should include indicators 
that measure the absorptive, adaptive and transformational capacity of systems — that is, 
measuring resilience criteria rather than just measuring outputs. 
:: International NGOs should support donors and private-sector organizations to take on greater 
levels of risk. There is enormous potential to extend finance to vulnerable populations, but 
providers need help so that commercial risks can be mitigated. 
 
3. ENSURE APPROACHES TO FRAGILE STATES ARE BOTH LONG TERM AND FLEXIBLE. 



:: The World Humanitarian Summit should call for new frameworks for action in fragile states. 
These should focus on local governance and prioritize a partnerships approach—able to identify 
public- and private-sector actors who will remain engaged in the long term. 
:: Donors should provide long-term, flexible funding to finance strategic plans for fragile states, 
structured so that they strengthen local governance wherever possible. 
:: Donors and implementing agencies should increase the use of systems approaches and 
adaptive management, including multiyear financing and the increased use of mechanisms like 
inception phases. 
 
Press Release 
Refugee Crisis in Europe Demands Bold Thinking  
DR Congo, Lebanon, Syria, Uganda, September 22, 2015 
Mercy Corps offers blueprint in new report  
   Washington, DC — The current humanitarian crisis in Europe is further evidence of massive 
unmet humanitarian needs worldwide and calls into question whether or not today’s 
international system of governance, development and aid is fit for the task. Mercy Corps 
believes it is not. According to the global organization, the existing system is unsustainable—
both overstretched and underfunded – and there is an urgent need for one that is more cost-
effective, less bureaucratic and more nimble… 
22Sep2015_NR_Cracking the Code.pdf 
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
 
UK’s Department for International Development, Unilever, and the Clinton Giustra 
Enterprise Partnership join forces to improve health and well-being for 100 million 
people in Africa and South Asia 
Transformative partnership to help the world meet Sustainable Development Goals 
  
September 25, 2015 (New York, NY) - In the week that the new Sustainable Development Goals 
are adopted, Justine Greening, UK Secretary of State for International Development (DFID), 
President Bill Clinton, Founder of the Clinton Foundation, and Paul Polman, CEO of Unilever, 
announce a new partnership – Transform - to create jobs, increase incomes, and improve the 
health and well-being of 100 million people in developing countries by 2025. 
 
The Sustainable Development Goals commit to eradicating extreme poverty, fighting justice and 
inequality, and taking urgent action on climate change. The most recent figures show that 17 
percent of people in the developing world still live at or below $1.25 a day[1] and an estimated 
2.4 billion are without access to adequate sanitation.[2] 
 
Transform will be a five year, minimum £10 million, initiative that will initially focus on water, 
sanitation and hygiene, with the potential to expand to household energy. It will identify and 
develop social business models that serve low-income households and contribute to the 
evidence base around behaviour change, with a focus on digital and mobile, to improve health 
and well-being on a large scale. 
 
Transform is the first initiative to be launched since Unilever and DFID committed to working 
together to help the world’s poor in 2014 – the first partnership of its kind between a leading 
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international business and DFID. The Clinton Giustra Enterprise Partnership (CGEP) joins the 
partnership as the first Initiative Level Partner, bringing its expertise in last-mile distribution. 
All three organizations will engage their global teams across Africa and South Asia in a 
collaborative process to identify commercially viable investments, provide capital, and deliver 
technical expertise and capacity building to support Transform. 
 
“Since 2008, CGEP has been empowering communities, farmers, and aspiring entrepreneurs in 
Latin America to lift themselves from poverty, create jobs for others, and scale-up these 
improvements to reach even more lives. Today’s announcement will enable us to expand this 
model to Africa, with the help, resources, and expertise of the U.K. Department for 
International Development, and Unilever. Through this innovative partnership, more and more 
people across Africa will be able to strengthen their livelihoods and improve their communities 
through cleaner water and sanitation,” said President Bill Clinton. 
 
UK International Development Secretary Justine Greening said: “This weekend the world will 
come together to adopt a new set of Global Goals to end extreme poverty over the next 15 
years. We know that we will not achieve this with aid alone, which is why we need to unleash 
new finance, expertise and innovation to turbo charge development. Transform is a great 
example of the kind of partnership we need to do this, using the best in our resources, 
networks and know-how to boost social enterprises and change behaviour across Africa and 
Asia, creating jobs and improving the lives of millions of people.” 
 
Paul Polman, CEO Unilever, said: “There is no business case for enduring poverty. The 
Sustainable Development Goals are a once in a lifetime opportunity to end poverty and tackle 
climate change. Through the Unilever Sustainable Living Plan we have committed to realizing 
these goals across our supply chain – empowering women, enhancing the livelihoods of millions 
of workers and improving the health and well-being of more than a billion people. But, 
transformational change requires transformational partnerships. Delivering the goals can 
happen only if business, governments and civil society work together.” 
 
“CGEP’s last-mile distribution enterprise models have the potential to provide work and income 
to countless numbers of women living in low-income communities in developing countries while 
providing fortified food and affordable products to hard-to-reach areas. By creating direct and 
frequent connections to their customers they are also well positioned to be effective in 
catalyzing positive changes in behaviour in the areas of health, sanitation, and nutrition,” said 
Frank Giustra, co-founder of CGEP. 
 
A call for project proposals will be open, via Unilever’s Foundry platform, which was launched in 
2014 as a hub to collaborate with innovative digital marketing startups. Today, that platform is 
being expanded to enable social entrepreneurs to engage and partner with Unilever. Please visit 
https://foundry.unilever.com/brightfuture/transform for further details. 
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
 
Combatting Cyber Violence Against Women & Girls: A Worldwide Wake-up Call – A 
REPORT BY THE UN BROADBAND COMMISSION FOR DIGITAL DEVELOPMENT WORKING 
GROUP ON BROADBAND AND GENDER 

https://foundry.unilever.com/brightfuture/transform
http://www.broadbandcommission.org/events/Pages/4th-WG-G-Meeting.aspx


United Nations Broadband Commission for Digital Development :: ITU - UNESCO 
September 2015 :: 70 pages 
Pdf: http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/reports/bb-wg-gender-report2015.pdf 
 
[Excerpt from Executive Summary] 
Millions of women and girls around the world are subjected to deliberate violence because of 
their gender. Violence against women and girls (VAWG) knows no boundaries, cutting across 
borders, race, culture and income groups, profoundly harming victims, people around them, 
and society as a whole. 
 
The growing reach of the Internet, the rapid spread of mobile information and communications 
technologies (ICTs) and the wide diffusion of social media have presented new opportunities 
and enabled various efforts to address VAWG. However, they are also being used as tools to 
inflict harm on women and girls. Cyber-VAWG is emerging as a global problem with serious 
implications for societies and economies around the world. The statistics pose risks to the peace 
and prosperity for all enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, and, in particular, to the 
goals of inclusive, sustainable development that puts gender equality and the empowerment of 
women as key to its achievement…. 
 
Press Release 
Urgent action needed to combat online violence against women & girls, says new UN report 
Millions affected globally, but most countries still failing to effectively address growing problem 
   New York, 24 September 2015 – A new report released today by the United Nations 
Broadband Commission reveals that almost three quarters of women online have been exposed 
to some form of cyber violence, and urges governments and industry to work harder and more 
effectively together to better protect the growing number of women and girls who are victims of 
online threats and harassment. 
     The report notes that despite the rapidly growing number of women experiencing online 
violence, only 26 percent of law enforcement agencies in the 86 countries surveyed are taking 
appropriate action…. 
   Without concerted global action to curb the various escalating forms of online violence, an 
unprecedented surge of ‘cyber violence against women and girls (cyber VAWG)’ could run 
rampant and significantly impede the uptake of broadband by women everywhere, the report 
contends. It notes that cyber VAWG already exists in many forms, including online harassment, 
public shaming, the desire to inflict physical harm, sexual assaults, murders and induced 
suicides. 
The rapid spread of the Internet means that effective legal and social controls of online anti-
social and criminal behaviours continue to be an immense challenge. And in the age of the 
social Internet and ‘anywhere, anytime’ mobile access, cyber violence can strike at any time, 
and can relentlessly follow its targets everywhere they go… 
   Key findings of the report include: 
:: An estimated 73 percent of women have already been exposed to, or have experienced, 
some form of online violence. 
:: Women in the age range of 18 to 24 are uniquely likely to experience stalking and sexual 
harassment in addition to physical threats. 
:: Nine million women in the European Union’s 28 countries alone have experienced online 
violence as young as 15 years old. 

http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/reports/bb-wg-gender-report2015.pdf
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2015/36.aspx#.VgZ_U5ct0Q0
http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Pages/default.aspx


:: One in five female Internet users live in countries where harassment and abuse of women 
online is extremely unlikely to be punished.  
:: In many countries women are reluctant to report their victimization for fear of social 
repercussions. 
:: Cyber VAWG puts a premium on emotional bandwidth, personal and workplace time, financial 
resources and missed wages.  
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
 
How advancing women’s equality can add $12 trillion to global growth 
Report| McKinsey Global Institute  
September 2015 |  
Jonathan Woetzel, Anu Madgavkar, Kweilin Ellingrud, Eric Labaye, Sandrine Devillard, Eric 
Kutcher, James Manyika, Richard Dobbs, and Mekala Krishnan 
Overview  
Gender inequality is not only a pressing moral and social issue but also a critical economic 
challenge. If women—who account for half the world’s working-age population—do not achieve 
their full economic potential, the global economy will suffer. While all types of inequality have 
economic consequences, in our new McKinsey Global Institute (MGI) report, The power of 
parity: How advancing women’s equality can add $12 trillion to global growth, we focus on the 
economic implications of lack of parity between men and women. 
A “best in region” scenario in which all countries match the rate of improvement of the fastest-
improving country in their region could add as much as $12 trillion, or 11 percent, in annual 
2025 GDP. In a “full potential” scenario in which women play an identical role in labor markets 
to that of men, as much as $28 trillion, or 26 percent, could be added to global annual GDP by 
2025. MGI’s full-potential estimate is about double the average estimate of other recent studies, 
reflecting the fact that MGI has taken a more comprehensive view of gender inequality in work. 
:: Executive Summary PDF–989KB 
:: Full Report PDF–3MB 
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
 
THE STATE OF BROADBAND 2015: BROADBAND AS A FOUNDATION FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
A REPORT BY THE BROADBAND COMMISSION FOR DIGITAL DEVELOPMENT - SEPTEMBER 
2015 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and UNESCO 
100 pages 
Pdf: http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/reports/bb-annualreport2015.pdf 
 
[Excerpt from Introduction] 
…A large body of evidence has now been amassed that affordable and effective broadband 
connectivity is a vital enabler of economic growth, social inclusion and environmental 
protection. Although global mobile cellular subscriptions will exceed 7 billion in 2015 (with 
nearly half of these subscriptions for mobile broadband), growth in mobile cellular subscriptions 
has slowed markedly. The total number of unique mobile subscribers is between 3.7-5 billion 

http://www.mckinsey.com/insights/growth/how_advancing_womens_equality_can_add_12_trillion_to_global_growth
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people (according to different sources), with some observers interpreting this as an indication 
that the digital divide may soon be bridged. 
 
However, the digital divide is proving stubbornly persistent in terms of access to broadband  
Internet, including the challenge of extending last-mile access to infrastructure to remote and 
rural communities. According to ITU’s latest data, 43% of the world’s population is now online 
with some form of regular access to the Internet. This leaves 57% or some 4.2 billion of the 
world’s people who still do not enjoy regular access to the Internet (ITU, 20157). In the Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs), only one out of every ten people is online. The gender digital 
divide is also proving incredibly difficult to overcome, reflecting broader social gender 
inequalities. 
 
Alarmingly, there are indications that Internet growth is slowing, as broadband services extend 
out of urban areas to more remote, less densely populated areas. However, empowering people 
via broadband needs much more than infrastructure alone – extending access must be 
accompanied by the development of relevant content in different forms (e.g., print, audio, 
video) and new services (e.g., e-commerce and payments in local languages). Among the 4.2 
billion people who are not online, many people may be unaware of the Internet’s potential or 
cannot use it, because there is little or no useful content in their native language. It is vital to 
improve awareness of the Internet and its content, particularly in languages that are not well-
represented online.  
 
Further, access to technology and ICTs must also be combined with relevant skills, 
opportunities and capacities – another divide that is very visible in terms of its gender 
dimension. The lack of (or limited) Internet access in rural/remote areas is a major concern that 
requires innovative approaches and solutions. This report focuses especially on universal 
access/service as a means of reaching underserved areas and promoting digital inclusion for 
all… 
 
Press Release 
Global broadband growth slows sharply: 4 billion still offline 
UN Broadband Commission releases new country-by-country data on state of broadband access 
worldwide 
   Geneva, 21 September, 2015 – Broadband Internet is failing to reach those who could benefit 
most, with Internet access reaching near-saturation in the world’s rich nations but not 
advancing fast enough to benefit the billions of people living in the developing world, according 
to the 2015 edition of the State of Broadband report… 
   Released today just ahead of the forthcoming SDG Summit in New York and the parallel 
meeting of the Broadband Commission for Sustainable Development on September 26, the 
report reveals that 57% of the world’s people remain offline and unable to take advantage of 
the enormous economic and social benefits the Internet can offer. 
   Access to information and communication technologies, particularly broadband Internet, has 
the potential to serve as a major accelerator of development, with the importance of ICT 
connectivity specifically recognized in the new UN Sustainable Development Goals. With the 17 
goals now firmly on the global agenda, governments and private industry both have a strong 
interest in finding ways to get people online, the report argues. 
   The Broadband Commission comprises more than 50 leaders from across a range of 
government and industry sectors who are committed to actively assisting countries, UN experts 
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and NGO teams to fully leverage the huge potential of ICTs to drive new national SDG 
strategies in key areas like education, healthcare and environmental management….  
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
 
Statement of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Fatou Bensouda, 
following the transfer of the first suspect in the Mali investigation: “Intentional 
attacks against historic monuments and buildings dedicated to religion are grave 
crimes”  
26/09/2015  
The surrender by Niger authorities of the suspect, Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi and his transfer 
earlier today to the custody of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or the "Court") is a 
welcome development.  It represents an important step forward in the fight against impunity, 
not only in Mali but also in the broader Sahel and Sahara region of Africa, whose populations 
have in recent years been subjected to unspeakable crimes.   
 
Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi, also known as "Abou Tourab", is accused of allegedly committing the 
war crime of intentionally directing attacks against ten buildings dedicated to religion and 
historic monuments in the ancient city of Timbuktu, Mali.  A zealous member of an armed 
group, self-proclaimed "Ansar Dine", he played a predominant and active role in the functioning 
of the local structure put in place during the group's occupation of Timbuktu in 2012, as 
detailed in my Office's application for the warrant of arrest which led to his surrender. 
 
The people of Mali deserve justice for the attacks against their cities, their beliefs and their 
communities.  Let there be no mistake: the charges we have brought against Ahmad Al Faqi Al 
Mahdi involve most serious crimes; they are about the destruction of irreplaceable historic 
monuments, and they are about a callous assault on the dignity and identity of entire 
populations, and their religious and historical roots.  The inhabitants of Northern Mali, the main 
victims of these attacks, deserve to see justice done.   
 
Intentional attacks against historic monuments and buildings dedicated to religion are serious 
crimes under the Rome Statute – the founding treaty of the ICC, adopted by more than 120 
states from around the world.  No longer should such reprehensible conduct go unpunished.   It 
is rightly said that "cultural heritage is the mirror of humanity." Such attacks affect humanity as 
a whole. We must stand up to the destruction and defacing of our common heritage. 
 
This is the first time that on the strength of the evidence collected my Office has brought such 
charges against a suspect in proceedings before this Court.  We will continue to do our part to 
highlight the severity of such war crimes with the hopes that such efforts will deter the 
commission of similar crimes in the future.   
 
I am grateful to the authorities of Mali and Niger for their cooperation in this surrender, as well 
as other regional and international actors who facilitate the work of the Court in the region.   
 
This is our first significant step in Mali, built on the heels of our investigations.  I am confident 
that our close collaboration with the Malian authorities will continue to generate positive results 
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for our common cause of holding to account those most responsible for perpetrating atrocity 
crimes in the country.  
 
Source:  Office of the Prosecutor  
Audio and Video 
YouTube (for viewing) 
Video (MPEG-4) for download 
Audio (MPEG-3) for download 
 
 
Situation in Mali: Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi surrendered to the ICC on charges of war 
crimes regarding the destruction of historical and religious monuments in Timbuktu 
26/09/2015  
Case: The Prosecutor v. Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi 
   Today, 26 September 2015, Mr Ahmad Al Mahdi Al Faqi (Abu Tourab), was surrendered to 
the International Criminal Court (ICC) by the authorities of Niger and arrived at the Court's 
Detention Centre in the Netherlands. Mr Al Faqi is suspected, according to an ICC arrest 
warrant issued on 18 September 2015, of war crimes allegedly committed in Timbuktu, Mali, 
between about 30 June 2012 and 10 July 2012, through intentionally directing attacks against 
buildings dedicated to religion and/or historical monuments. This is the first case to be brought 
before the ICC concerning the destruction of buildings dedicated to religion and historical 
monuments.  
 
 
[back to table of contents] 
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:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
25 September 2015  
GA/11688 
Unanimously Adopting Historic Sustainable Development Goals, General Assembly Shapes 
Global Outlook for Prosperity, Peace 
World leaders today embraced a sweeping 15-year global plan of action to end poverty, reduce 
inequalities and protect the environment, known as the Sustainable Development Goals, at the 
opening of a United Nations special summit. 
 
25 September 2015  
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GA/11686 
United Nations Helps Dispel Darkness of Unrestrained Ambitions, Selfishness, Pope Francis Tells 
General Assembly, as Seventieth Session Gets Under Way 
The achievements of the United Nations in the past 70 years were lights which helped to dispel 
the darkness of the disorder caused by unrestrained ambitions and collective forms of 
selfishness, said Pope Francis today, in a historic address to the General Assembly. 
 
24 September 2015  
DSG/SM/893-ENV/DEV/1562 
New Agenda Concerns ‘Intergenerational Justice’, Allowing Children to Grow Up Free from 
Want, Harm or Fear, Says Deputy Secretary-General at High-Level Meeting 
Following are UN Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson’s remarks at the United Nations High-
Level Meeting on Children and the Sustainable Development Goals:  Giving Every Child a 
Chance, in New York today. 
 
24 September 2015  
SG/SM/17106-ENV/DEV/1563 
Secretary-General, at Unilever Dinner, Urges Private Sector to Bring Sustainability into Core of 
Business Operations, Develop ‘Progressive’ Climate Policies 
Following are UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s remarks, as prepared for delivery, at the 
Unilever dinner on “Better Growth through Sustainable Development”, in New York today. 
 
24 September 2015  
SG/SM/17104 
Secretary-General, in Message, Urges Faith Leaders to Speak Out against Hatred, Discrimination 
against Migrants, Refugees, at Time of Rising Extremism 
Following is UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s message, delivered by Thomas Gass, Assistant 
Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and Inter-Agency Affairs, Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs, to the high-level event:  “Meeting the Moral Imperative to End Extreme 
Poverty”, in New York today. 
 
21 September 2015  
SG/SM/17090-REF/1212 
Secretary-General, Concerned at Deteriorating Situation of Refugees, Migrants across Europe, 
Urges States to Adhere to International Obligations 
The following statement was issued today by the Spokesman for UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 26 
September 2015] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true 
Human Rights Council holds panel discussion on good governance in public service 
9/24/2015 
 
More needs to be done to protect women’s sexual and reproductive health and rights – UN and 
regional experts On the occasion of the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development / 25-27 September 2015 
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9/24/2015 
 
Human Rights Council holds general debate on human rights bodies and mechanisms 
9/22/2015 
 
Human Rights Council hears presentation de reports on indigenous issues 
9/21/2015 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
Saudi Arabia must immediately halt execution of children – UN rights experts urge  
22 September 2015 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 26 September 2015] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
20 Sep 2015 
International push needed to encourage parties to Yemeni conflict to end violations against 
children, Leila Zerrougui urges 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
25 Sep 2015  
Nigeria: Under-Secretary-General and Emergency Relief Coordinator Stephen O’Brien Opening 
Statement to High-Level Event on the Lake Chad Basin, New York, 25 September 2015  
 
25 Sep 2015  
Nigeria: Lake Chad Basin: Humanitarian Brief - An Overlooked Crisis in an Overlooked Region 
(Sept 2015)  
 
24 Sep 2015  
Ukraine: Under-Secretary-General and Emergency Relief Coordinator Stephen O’Brien 
Statement on Ukraine [EN/UK/RU]  
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Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: Ukraine (New York, 24 
September 2015): I am alarmed by news that the de facto authorities in eastern Ukraine have 
ordered UN agencies in Luhansk to end operations and to leave the area by tomorrow, 25 
September. This follows the de facto authorities’ rejection of applications by UN agencies and all 
international NGOs working in Luhansk to work in the area. Several international NGOs have 
been informed that they must leave...  
 
24 Sep 2015  
World: UN Secretary-General appoints new members to global emergency fund's advisory group  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: World (New York, 24 
September 2015) – United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today announced the 
appointment of seven new members of the Advisory Group of the Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF), the UN’s global emergency response fund. The Advisory Group’s 18 members 
provide policy guidance to the Secretary-General and advice on the use and impact of CERF, 
through the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs...  
 
24 Sep 2015  
Yemen: UN humanitarian chief recognizes Saudi Arabia’s contribution to aid appeal for Yemen  
 
20 Sep 2015  
Syrian Arab Republic: UN Humanitarian Chief: International Community must increase support 
to Syrian refugees and host communities in Jordan  
 
 
UNICEF [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78364.html 
Selected press release and news notes 
World Health Organization removes Nigeria from polio-endemic list  
NEW YORK/GENEVA, 25 September 2015 – The World Health Organization announced today 
that polio is no longer endemic in Nigeria. This is the first time that Nigeria has interrupted 
transmission of wild poliovirus, bringing the country and the African region closer than ever to 
being certified polio-free. 
 
UNICEF: Sustainable Development Goals beginning of the 'drive to turn commitments into 
action’  
NEW YORK, 25 September 2015 - “Today’s welcome decision marks the end of a process – and 
a beginning. The drive to turn commitments into action. 
 
UNICEF launches new appeal to support refugee and migrant children in Europe 
GENEVA / NEW YORK, 25 September – UNICEF is appealing for US$14 million to assist refugee 
and migrant children in Europe, following an 80 per cent increase in the number of children on 
the move into the continent – many escaping conflicts in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 
UNICEF response to EU summit on refugee and migrant crisis 
NEW YORK/GENEVA/BRUSSELS, 23 September 2015 – "UNICEF welcomes the recognition by 
the EU that the best interests of children are paramount in their relocation within the EU and 
that the special needs of children for health care and protection should be a primary concern.  
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UNICEF and The Philips Foundation, together with partners, launch the Maternal and Newborn 
Health Innovations Project 
NEW YORK, 23 September 2015 – UNICEF and The Philips Foundation, together with Concern 
Worldwide, Maker and Gearbox, have launched the Maternal and Newborn Health Innovations 
Project, to help save lives and improve the health of pregnant women and children in Kenya. 
 
UN Agencies release new data on levels and trends in child malnutrition 
22 September 2015 - UNICEF, the World Health Organization and the World Bank Group today 
released updated estimates on child malnutrition, including stunting, wasting and excessive 
weight.   These figures update the child malnutrition numbers in recently released 2015 Global 
Nutrition Report and today’s new estimates include data from 62 new surveys from 57 
countries. 
 
UNICEF ramps up mobile response for child refugees and migrants in Croatia, as numbers climb 
ZAGREB, Croatia/GENEVA, 22 September 2015 – UNICEF has established two mobile units of 
child protection and welfare experts in Croatia, as an estimated 10,000 women and child 
refugees and migrants have entered the country in the past week alone.  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40 
UNHCR welcomes additional support to refugees, and calls for fast implementation and 
additional measures  
24 September 2015 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
Half a Million Migrants Cross Mediterranean, While Almost 3,000 Die So Far in 2015 
09/25/15 
   New York - A record half a million migrants have crossed the Mediterranean so far in 
2015, many of them women and children fleeing war in Syria and seeking asylum in the 
European Union, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) said today. Tragically 
almost 3,000 migrants and refugees fleeing war and poverty perished in these journeys, most 
from drowning after their flimsy craft succumbed to the waves. 
 
IOM Receives New Funding to Intensify Response to Migration Flows to Europe  
09/25/15 
   Switzerland - As tens of thousands of migrants leave Greece for Western Europe, 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) is meeting the challenge with teams on the 
ground in Transit Centers in Presevo, Serbia, and Gevgalja, Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYRoM). This week, IOM learned it will receive £5.75 million from the Department 
for International Development (DFID) of the United Kingdom, to help the Geneva-based agency 
deal with the humanitarian emergency. 
  
 IOM Welcomes EU Decision on Vulnerable Migrants/Refugees  
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09/25/15 
   Switzerland - The International Organization for Migration (IOM) welcomes the 
announcements by the European Council to significantly increase resources for humanitarian 
assistance in neighbouring countries to Syria as well as the Justice and Home Affairs Council 
decision to relocate an additional 120,000 people. 
 
IOM, Tawipay Sign MoU on Enhancing Transparency in Remittances Market  
09/25/15 
Switzerland - The International Organization for Migration (IOM) Deputy Director General, Laura 
Thompson and François and Pascal Briod, TawiPay CEO and Head of Product, respectively, 
yesterday signed a Memorandum of Understanding, launching a public-private partnership to 
contribute to the lowering of remittances transaction costs globally and to the monitoring of 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) target 10.c. 
 
IOM Helps Detained Ethiopian Children in Malawi to Voluntarily Return Home  
09/25/15 
   Malawi - Thirty six unaccompanied migrant children among a total of 387 Ethiopian migrants 
held in Malawian prisons for immigration offenses will return home this week to join their 
families with the help of IOM and the Government of the United States. 
The voluntary return operation is organized by IOM in close cooperation with the Malawian 
Ministry of Home Affairs and Internal Security and the Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. IOM 
is providing this assistance under its US State Department, Bureau of Population, Refugee and 
Migration (PRM) funded regional project ‘Addressing Irregular Migration Flows in Southern 
Africa Phase V’. 
 
IOM Study Reveals Locals and Migrants in Dar es Salaam Port at Higher Risk of Contracting 
HIV/AIDS and STIs  
09/25/15 
   Tanzania - A groundbreaking study commissioned by the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) in partnership with the South African Development Community (SADC) and the 
support of Tanzania Commission for Aids (TACAIDS) has revealed that key populations working 
around the Port have a higher risk to contracting HIV/AIDS and STIs due to the complexities of 
sexual networks within their environment. 
 
Japan supports IOM’s Ebola prevention activities among migrants entering Guinea  
09/25/15 
   Guinea - With support of the Government of Japan, IOM recently donated materials, such as 
tents, separation corridors, thermoflashes, tables, chairs, soap, chlorine, handwashing stations 
and other related materials, for the opening of 26 Ebola screening checkpoints in coastal areas 
in Guinea. This follows the donation of 40 motorbikes to seven district health authorities in the 
same areas to support community surveillance activities, and trainings for health workers, 
volunteers and port authorities. 
 
IOM Continues to Support Migrants on the Colombia-Venezuela border  
09/25/15 
   Colombia - As part of the International Organization for Migration’s support to the Colombian 
government to provide support to citizens who have returned from Venezuela, to date over 
3,000 people have been transported from the border to several Colombian cities. 
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Majority of Internally Displaced People in Bangui and Boda, CAR Want to Return Home  
09/25/15 
   Central African Republic (CAR) - Nearly two years after the Central African Republic (CAR) 
conflict began, 378,425 people remain displaced within the country.  IOM’s latest Return 
Intention Survey of IDPs in Bangui and Boda (read full report here) reveals that 86% of 
surveyed internally displaced persons (IDPs) are ready to leave the displacement sites within 
the next four weeks. All IDPs interviewed indicated that they would not want to settle anywhere 
other than their place of residence before the conflict.  
 
IOM Signs Agreement with Private Sector to Assist Vulnerable Salvadorans  
09/25/15 
  El Salvador - The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Business Foundation 
for Educational Development (FEPADE) this week signed a cooperation agreement in El 
Salvador that will enable cooperation between both entities and implement joint activities for 
prevention of violence, and its effects in the migration processes, that affect vulnerable 
Salvadoran population. 
 
IOM Welcomes EU Decision on Vulnerable Migrants/Refugees 
09/24/15 
   The International Organization for Migration (IOM) welcomes the announcements by the 
European Council to significantly increase resources for humanitarian assistance in neighbouring 
countries to Syria as well as the Justice and Home Affairs Council decision to relocate an 
additional 120,000 people. 
   IOM Director  General William Lacy Swing on Thursday said Europe's decision is long overdue, 
and comes as the logical response after the world community waited far too long to face up to 
its responsibility to tackle conditions in Syria and other trouble zones. 
 
IOM Assists in Relocation of Vulnerable Women and Children from Iraq to Germany 
09/22/15 
   Iraq - IOM yesterday (21/09) facilitated the relocation of 65 women and children from Dohuk 
to Erbil to Baden-Württemberg, Germany. 
 
IOM Evacuates 342 Ethiopian Migrants from Yemen 
09/22/15 
   Yemen - IOM in Yemen this week (20/09) resumed humanitarian evacuations after one 
month. 
 
Costa Rica, Panama Sign Ground-breaking Agreement to Protect Rights of Migrants 
09/22/15 
   Costa Rica - The Governments of Costa Rica and Panama last week (17/09) signed in San 
Jose a ground-breaking agreement to protect the labor rights for migrants. 
 
IOM Calls for Better Protection of Migrants in Crises 
09/22/15 
   Vietnam - While the spotlight continues to fall on the risky journeys migrants make to Europe, 
migrants are also vulnerable to wars, natural disasters and pandemics during their journey. 
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IOM Supports Prevention of Violence against Women in Central America 
09/22/15 
   El Salvador - The International Organization for Migration (IOM) this week participated in the 
9th Meeting of Chief Committee for the BA1 Project, called Prevention of Violence against 
Women in Central America, where the progress and challenges that the project faced in the 
regional, national and local level were analysed. 
 
Irregular Migration Focus of Annual Meeting of Indonesian Police Spokespersons 
09/22/15 
   Indonesia - Indonesian National Police public affairs officers from across the country are 
meeting this week for an IOM-facilitated training on transnational crimes. It is part of an effort 
to educate the general public about a range of issues including people smuggling and human 
trafficking. 
 
OM Combats Food Insecurity in Mauritania  
09/22/15 
   Mauritania - The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has launched a project 
funded by the Government of the United States, to combat food insecurity and increase 
livelihood opportunities for host communities and Malian refugees in the Bassiknou department 
of the Hodh Ech Chargui region of southeast Mauritania. 
 
IOM Opens Community Peace and Cultural Center in Turkana, Kenya 
09/22/15 
   Kenya - Three years ago, the United Nations Trust Fund for Human Security funded a three 
year programme to strengthen human security in the border communities of Turkana County in 
Kenya. This programme culminates this year, with the official opening of a Community Peace 
Centre in Lokiriama, Loima Sub County of Turkana County this week. 
 
IOM Responds to Flash Flooding in Freetown, Sierra Leone 
09/22/15 
   Sierra Leone - Last week’s  (16/09) torrential rains (147mm over 6 hours) in Sierra Leone 
caused heavy flooding and extensive damage to roughly 1,400 homes in the capital city of 
Freetown as well as low lying areas in the provinces of Bo and Pujehun. Nine deaths have been 
reported with more predicted. Roads, drainage and power infrastructure also suffered 
significant damage and more heavy rain is expected in the coming days. 
 
 
UN Women  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.unwomen.org/news/stories 
Selected Press Releases 
Press release: Business leaders commit millions to gender equality  
Date : September 26, 2015  
   Leading global companies and foundations are committing millions in additional financing for 
gender equality at a Business and Philanthropy Leaders’ Forum organized by UN Women today.  
 
“With just the press of a button you can depress a person” – Executive Director on cyber 
violence  
Date : September 25, 2015  
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   Opening remarks by UN Women Executive Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka at the 
Broadband Commission for Digital Development Gender Working Group meeting and launch of 
the report on cyber violence against women and girls, New York, 24 September.  
 
UN Women welcomes agreement on post-2015 development agenda  
Date : September 25, 2015  
With great anticipation for the journey we are about to embark upon, UN Women welcomes the 
agreement by Member States on the post-2015 development agenda adopted today at the UN 
Summit.  
 
Commonwealth Secretariat and UN Women sign new MoU to advance gender equality and 
women’s empowerment  
Date : September 22, 2015  
   UN Women Executive Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngucka and Commonwealth Secretary-
General Kamalesh Sharma signed a Memorandum of Understanding in New York on 22 
September to strengthen collaboration in advancing gender equality and women’s 
empowerment.  
 
Three new discussion papers highlight gender dimensions of various government policies  
Date : September 21, 2015  
   The newest additions to the discussion papers series include a paper that explores the 
intersectionality of gender equality, social reproduction and growth in addition to two studies 
that examine the gender dimensions of government policies that seek to increase access to 
social services and social protection.  
 
 
WHO & Regionals [to 26 September 2015] 
WHO Welcomes Sustainable Development Goals  
   26 September 2015-- As 150 world leaders launch the new Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDGs), WHO’s Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health 2015 aims to 
end all preventable deaths of women, children, and adolescents by 2030. Its’ Noncommunicable 
Disease (NCD) Progress Monitor tracks the response of 194 countries. WHO's new partnership 
to support countries in improving primary health care also supports the 40 health targets within 
the SDGs.  
 
WHO responds to increasing health needs in Yemen as health facilities continue to shut down  
Sana’a, 22 September 2015 — WHO is delivering extensive health support in response to the 
crisis in Yemen, providing almost 200 tonnes of critical medical supplies and more than 745 000 
litres of fuel to keep health services operational amidst intensifying fighting. 
 
Yemen’s 6-month conflict has left thousands of people in need of treatment, caused extensive 
damage to health facilities, and fanned a dengue fever outbreak. WHO warns that the numbers 
of people needing health care are likely to increase. Numerous health facilities are on the verge 
of collapsing under the weight of the conflict.  
 
“The situation is alarming,” says Dr Ahmed Shadoul, WHO Representative for Yemen. “ The 
health crisis is deepening as more health facilities run out of basic supplies and more hospitals 
and blood-transfusion centres stop functioning. Health facilities are operating at minimum 
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capacity. These supplies are a crucial lifeline. Without support, many hospitals would close 
down preventing millions of people from accessing health."… 
 
Ministry of Health, WHO and partners step up response to cholera outbreak in Iraq  
20 September 2015, Baghdad – Under the provision of the International Health Regulations 
(IHR 2005), the Ministry of Health of Iraq, in consultation with WHO, declared a cholera 
outbreak in governorates of Najaf, Diwaniya, and parts of west Baghdad on 15 September 
2015, and announced a stepping up of measures to stop transmission and prevent further 
spread of the disease. 
 
The declaration came after a sudden increase in the number of acute watery diarrhoea diseases 
cases. Laboratory tests conducted in the central public health laboratory confirmed the 
presence of Vibrio cholerae subtype 01 Inaba in 38 out of a total of 106 stool samples tested. A 
cholera task force comprising officials from the Ministry of Health, WHO, and other United 
Nations partners has been set up to lead the response and coordinate with local health 
authorities in affected areas to control the disease which can, if not timely controlled, spread 
rapidly and widely.  
 
“The Ministry of Health has been closely monitoring the situation and the implementation of the 
country cholera contingency plan has immediately been stepped up. We already started 
positioning and distributing medicines and other supplies for case management to locations 
where they are most needed,” said Dr Adela Hamoud, Minister of Health, who added, “We 
expect the number of cases to increase within the coming days but we are working with WHO 
and other health partners to manage this situation and contain the spread of the bacteria to 
other high-risk governorates in the country”… 
 
Global Alert and Response (GAR) – Disease Outbreak News (DONs) 
:: Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) – Kuwait  23 September 2015 
 
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
WHO African Region AFRO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO  
:: Brazil’s “More Doctors” initiative has taken health care to 63 million people (09/22/2015) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Former top Indian bureaucrat appointed to WHO Advisory Group on emergency, outbreak 
response  
   New Delhi, 25 September 2015: A former top Indian bureaucrat and ex-Governor of Manipur 
and Mizoram states, Vinod Kumar Duggal, has been appointed to the World Health 
Organization’s Advisory Group to strengthen response to outbreaks and emergencies with 
health and humanitarian consequences. He is the only representative from WHO South-East 
Asia Region in the Advisory Group to WHO Director General Dr Margaret Chan and will be 
serving the organization on an honorary basis… 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
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:: New agenda for sustainable development: towards a healthier, equitable and peaceful future 
for all 25-09-2015  
:: Refugees and migrants are more prone to foodborne diseases 24-09-2015  
:: Europeans are living longer, but can it last? European health report 2015 23-09-2015 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Months of health preparations in place as hajj pilgrimage begins       
21 September 2015 – An estimated 2 million Muslims from 184 countries are taking part in the 
annual hajj gathering in Saudi Arabia’s holy city of Mecca. The Government of Saudi Arabia has 
increased the number of health workers and health facilities for the hajj and has issued advice 
to pilgrims on health precautions, including immunization and personal hygiene. 
:: WHO responds to increasing health needs in Yemen as health facilities continue to shut down 
22 September 2015  
:: Ministry of Health, WHO and partners step up response to cholera outbreak in Iraq 
20 September 2015  
:: Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) and the hajj 
September 2015 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Asia-Pacific countries pledge to eliminate parent-to-child transmission of HIV and syphilis  
BEIJING, 24 September 2015 – Representatives from 20 countries agreed on ambitious new 
targets to eliminate parent-to-child transmission of HIV and syphilis at the 10th Asia Pacific 
Prevention of Parent-to-Child Transmission of HIV and Syphilis Task Force Meeting.  
Read the joint news release 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
UNAIDS calls on governments and the pharmaceutical industry to maintain commitment to 
accessible and affordable medicines 
24 September 2015  
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
As Europe’s Refugee Crisis Worsens, Thousands of Women and Girls on the Move Urgently 
Need Reproductive Health Care 
22 September 2015   Press Release 
   UNITED NATIONS, NEW YORK/ISTANBUL – With hundreds of thousands of refugees and 
migrants moving from Greece through the Balkans to reach Western and Northern Europe, the 
countries along the transit routes need urgent support to ensure that women and girls have 
access to life-saving sexual and reproductive health care and are protected from violence, 
UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, said in an appeal for $4.2 million in humanitarian 
assistance launched today.   
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
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Gina Casar: Speech at side-event on “Social Harmony for Sustainable Development: Promoting 
respect and understanding in a time of intolerance”  
Sep 26, 2015 New York, USA 
 
World leaders adopt Sustainable Development Goals 
Sep 25, 2015 
As the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit kicks off Friday, more than 150 world 
leaders will adopt the new 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) will support 
governments around the world in tackling the new agenda and taking it forward over the next 
15 years. 
 
Helen Clark: Speech at the UNDG event to adopt the Post-2015 Development Agenda: “From 
Global Conversation to Global Action: Making the SDGs Work” 
Sep 25, 2015 United Nations - New York, USA 
 
Helen Clark: Speech at the High-Level Side Event hosted by G20 Turkish Presidency, “G20’s 
Contribution to implementation of the SDGs” 
Sep 25, 2015United Nations - New York, USA 
 
Helen Clark: Speech at the Interactive Dialogue on Ending Poverty and Hunger 
Sep 25, 2015United Nations - New York, USA 
 
Helen Clark: Statement on the Adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals 
Sep 25, 2015United Nations - New York, USA 
 
Helen Clark: Speech at the Post-2015 Partnership Platform for Philanthropy Meeting - 
Philanthropy Engaged: Implementing and Achieving the Post-2015 Agenda 
Sep 24, 2015 Ford Foundation - New York, USA 
 
Philanthropy leaders call for greater role in tackling global challenges defined in new 
Sustainable Development Goals 
Sep 24, 2015 
Today, more than 150 leaders from philanthropy, government, UN agencies, civil society, and 
business are meeting to consider how the philanthropy community can connect more with the 
Sustainable Development Goals over the next 15 years. “Philanthropy Engaged: Implementing 
and Achieving the Post-2015 Agenda” is being hosted by the SDG Philanthropy Platform, a 
partnership of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Foundation Center, and 
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors (RPA) 
 
Helen Clark: Opening Remarks at the Final Meeting and Launch of Final Report of the 
Broadband Commission Working Group on Gender 
Sep 24, 2015 United Nations - New York, USA 
 
Inclusive Business a Key Contributor to the new Global Development Agenda 
Sep 24, 2015 
From small social entrepreneurships to large national and multinational companies, from urban 
neighborhoods to remote communities, from the farmyard to the schoolhouse, an increasing 
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number of companies have rallied around the Business Call to Action (BCtA) by committing to 
inclusive business models designed to support the new sustainable development agenda and 
drive growth.  
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 26 September 2015] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
25 Sep 2015, UN Secretary-General’s Advisory Group on Sustainable Transport Welcomes New 
Sustainable Development Agenda –  
The United Nations Secretary-General’s High-Level Advisory Group on Sustainable Transport 
lauds the global community for adopting the historic Agenda 2030 at the Sustainable 
Development Summit currently taking place at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
Selected Press Releases  
UNEP Executive Director Hails Adoption of 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda  
26/09/2015 00:00:00  
 
Global Environmental Leaders Explore Policies to Put World on Inclusive Sustainable Growth 
Path  
High-Level Panel in New York Seeks to Build Momentum for the 2030 Sustainable Development 
Agenda  
26/09/2015 00:00:00  
 
UNEP Live SDG Portal Launched at UN Summit Meetings in New York  
25/09/2015 00:00:00  
 
UNEP Executive Director Discusses Sustainable Stock Exchanges with Finance Leaders  
24/09/2015  
 
New Countries Ratify the Minamata Convention on Mercury as UNEP Calls for Early Entry into 
Force and Effective Implementation  
On the Eve of the UN Sustainable Development Summit 2015  
24/09/2015  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
Selected Press Releases 
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Korea’s new disasters network 
24 Sep 2015 
   Korea’s advance towards a national integrated public-safety communications network is being 
heralded as an example of how disaster risk reduction represents a major business opportunity. 
 
Local knowledge protects Cameroon harvest 
22 Sep 2015 
   Farmers in northwestern Cameroon are deploying traditional knowledge to boost the survival 
of their crops, thereby curbing the risk of disasters posed by increasingly unpredictable weather 
patterns 
 
Local knowledge saves lives in Vanuatu 
22 Sep 2015 
   The Pacific Region has a wealth of traditional knowledge for disaster risk reduction. It is 
rarely advertised or documented, but passed on by word of mouth from generation to 
generation. One striking example came to light after one of the worst cyclones this year. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
UNESCO joins global push to tackle inequalities at the Post-2015 summit 
26 September 2015 
 
UNESCO calls to combat online and offline violence against women and girls  
25 September 2015 
 
Laureates named for UNESCO’s newly-created Prize on Education for Sustainable Development  
25 September 2015 
 
With Iraq, Jordan, Egypt and Australia, Director-General calls for joint action to protect cultural 
heritage 
24 September 2015 
 
Director-General calls for immediate stop to new destructions of cultural heritage in Yemen 
24 September 2015 
 
UNESCO launches the 6th publication in the Internet Freedom series 
22 September 2015 
Adding to global knowledge resources about the Internet, UNESCO has launched a new study 
called “Principles for governing the Internet”. This reviews and analyses more than 50 Internet-
specific declarations and frameworks relevant to Internet principles. 
   The review provided important context for UNESCO’s comprehensive Internet Study, titled 
“Keystones to foster inclusive Knowledge Societies: Access to information and knowledge, 
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Freedom of Expression, Privacy and Ethics on a Global Internet, as mandated by UNESCO 
Resolution 52 of the 37th General Conference.  
   As the sixth edition in the UNESCO Internet Freedom series, this study encompasses both 
quantitative and qualitative assessments of more than 50 declarations, guidelines, and 
frameworks. The issues contained in these documents are assessed in the context of UNESCO’s  
interested areas such as access, freedom of expression, privacy, ethics, Priority Gender 
Equality, and Priority Africa, and sustainable development, etc.  
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
UNODC Executive Director Statement on the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals 
25/09/2015  
… I welcome the fact that the Sustainable Development Goals recognize these destructive 
challenges and seek to correct their influence. The SDG goals tackle wildlife crime, human 
trafficking, drug abuse, HIV, violence against women, and call for the promotion of peaceful 
and inclusive societies, as well as access to justice and accountable institutions. UNODC, in its 
work, addresses issues such as combatting illicit financial flows, human trafficking, corruption 
and bribery, and substance abuse that impact on development…. 
 
UNODC Executive Director Statement on World Tourism Day, 2015 
25/09/2015 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/press-releases/ 
Latin America is preparing for COP 21  
   Bogota, 21 September 2015– Environmentalists, government and NGO officials gathered in 
Bogota, Colombia between 20 and 23 September for the Latin American summit, as part of 
preparations for the UN Conference on Climate Change (COP21) in Paris... 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2015/en/ 
World's 2030 goals put hunger and agriculture at the center of global policy 
   Food security, nutrition and sustainable agriculture are key to achieving the entire set of 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030, FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva 
has told world leaders in a plenary address at United Nations headquarters. 
25-09-2015 
 
FAO and China announce second phase of programme to boost agribusiness in Uganda 
   FAO, China and Uganda have signed a two year agreement worth almost $2.5 million to 
support small-scale farmers in Uganda in boosting their production, including through 
sustainable technologies. The agreement marks the second phase of a partnership initially 
established in 2012 to make training and technical advice available to the Ugandan agriculture 
sector. 
25-09-2015 
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FAO Director-General: food security and the migration crisis 
   "Rural development and food security are central to the global response to the refugee crisis. 
War causes hunger and hunger too, kills and forces people from their homes," the FAO 
Director-General said. 
24-09-2015 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/index.htm 
EU, IFAD and ASEAN launch 16 million euro programme to support smallholder farmers 
   Makati City, Philippines 21 September 2015 – A new development programme designed to 
improve the income and food security of 10 million small-scale farmers and rural producers was 
launched earlier this month at the 37th meeting of the ASEAN Ministers of Agriculture and 
Forestry (AMAF) in Makati City. 
   Supported by the European Union (EU) in partnership with the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the 
16 million euro ASEAN Farmers' Organizations Support Programme (AFOSP) will assist farmers’ 
organizations to more effectively influence agriculture and food security policy on a national, 
regional and global level.  
   “Approximately 80 per cent of agriculture investments are made by smallholders who provide 
80 per cent of the world’s food supply. These farmers deserve support from governments and 
international finance institutions,” said Hoonae Kim, Director, Asia and the Pacific, IFAD.  
Some 40 national organizations and 300 local associations will benefit from AFOSP investments 
in agriculture services, training centres and marketing facilitation.  
   IFAD currently invests in rural development in eight ASEAN member countries including 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, Philippines and Viet Nam.  
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm 
Sustainable Development Goals 
Social protection for all to change people’s lives by 2030   
21 September 2015  
   As the international community gets ready to formally endorse the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), the ILO’s Isabel Ortiz explains why social protection is a key 
component of the new global development agenda. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
ICAO Secretary General Makes Strong Case for Aviation at Special UN Summit on Post-2015 
Sustainable Development Agenda 
25/9/15 
 
ICAO Launches New Aircraft Tracking Website 
   MONTRÉAL,  22 SEPTEMBER 2015 – The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
announced the launch today of its new centralized online information area for aircraft tracking 
developments. 
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   The new aircraft tracking information area, available on the ICAO Public Website, provides a 
detailed timeline and all supporting reports and documentation relating to the call for and 
realization of the world’s first global aircraft tracking requirements. 
    ICAO Member States recommended the adoption of a new 15-minute aircraft tracking 
Standard during discussions amongst the over 850 participants to the UN specialized agency’s 
2015 High-Level Safety Conference (HLSC) in February of this year… 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
Internet on ships a key to recruiting and retaining seafarers, IMO symposium told  
25/09/2015  
   IMO symposium addresses "Shipping's future needs people: Is global maritime education and 
training on course?".   
 
World Maritime Day 2015: Maritime education and training 
24/09/2015  
   IMO is celebrating World Maritime Day, with the theme “Maritime education and training”.  
 

 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 26 September 2015] 
https://www.wmo.int/media/?q=news  
WMO and partners prepare health sector for El Niño 
22 September 2015  
   Preparedness efforts to limit the impact of this year’s El Niño are gaining momentum in  
South America, with a special focus on sectors which are most vulnerable to extreme climate 
conditions. 
    A mature and strong El Niño is now present in the tropical Pacific Ocean and is likely to 
intensify further. It is the strongest since 1997-1998 and is potentially among the four strongest 
events since 1950, according to the latest WMO Update. 
 
Record Global Temperatures and high impact weather and climate extremes 
22 September 2015  
   Global mean temperatures near the Earth’s surface continued to set new records between 
2011 and 2015, consistent with rising levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, according 
to preliminary findings of the assessment of the state of the climate in the current 5 years 
period 
 
Research Award for Young Scientists 2015 
21 September 2015  
   Mr. Shun Chi-ming, Director of the Hong Kong Observatory presented the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) Research Award for Young Scientists 2015 on behalf of 
WMO to Professor Tai Pui-Kuen of the Earth System Science Programme of The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong (CUHK) on 1 September.  Professor Tai is the first Hong Kong scientist 
receiving the Award and his award-winning research is titled “Threat to future global food 
security from climate change and ozone air pollution” that he published in the Journal of 
“Nature Climate Change”.  
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UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.unido.org/en/news-centre/news.html 
UNIDO to support industrial upgrading and modernization in Southern Africa 
Thursday, 24 September 2015 
   BRUSSELS, 23 September 2015 – The industrial sector in countries of the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) is set to benefit from support provided by the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
World Tourism Day: Celebrating the billion opportunities brought about by the tourism sector 
24 September 2015 
   Under the theme ‘One billion tourists, one billion opportunities’, World Tourism Day 2015 
emphasizes the impact of the sector on economic growth, job creation and development. 
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
Urgent action needed to combat online violence against women & girls, says new UN report 
Millions affected globally, but most countries still failing to effectively address growing problem 
   New York, 24 September 2015 – A new report released today by the United Nations 
Broadband Commission reveals that almost three quarters of women online have been exposed 
to some form of cyber violence, and urges governments and industry to work harder and more 
effectively together to better protect the growing number of women and girls who are victims of 
online threats and harassment. 
     The report notes that despite the rapidly growing number of women experiencing online 
violence, only 26 percent of law enforcement agencies in the 86 countries surveyed are taking 
appropriate action….  
 
Global broadband growth slows sharply: 4 billion still offline 
UN Broadband Commission releases new country-by-country data on state of broadband access 
worldwide 
Geneva, 21 September, 2015 – Broadband Internet is failing to reach those who could benefit 
most, with Internet access reaching near-saturation in the world’s rich nations but not 
advancing fast enough to benefit the billions of people living in the developing world, according 
to the 2015 edition of the State of Broadband report… 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 

http://www.unido.org/en/news-centre/news.html
http://www.unido.org/news/press/unido-to-support-ind.html
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2015-09-24/world-tourism-day-celebrating-billion-opportunities-brought-about-tourism-s
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2015/36.aspx#.VgZ_U5ct0Q0
http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/2015/35.aspx#.VgZ_H5ct0Q0
http://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/reports/bb-annualreport2015.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/


JOINT STATEMENT BY THE LIAISON GROUP OF THE BIODIVERSITY-RELATED CONVENTIONS 
on the occasion of the UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT 
25-27 September 2015 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, United Nations Environment Programme 
2015-09-25 
Biodiversity and sustainable development are inextricably linked. Biodiversity, at the level of 
ecosystems, species and genes, forms the foundation of the Earth’s life support systems and 
provides the services that underpin human lives and prosperity. Our social and economic well 
-being depends on biodiversity, as does our future. 
 
World leaders are now gathered at United Nations Headquarters in New York poised to adopt,  
after several years of intense discussions, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, an 
ambitious set of universal goals and targets to tackle the challenges facing the world today.  
 
Given its importance for sustainability and human well-being, it is not surprising that 
biodiversity and healthy ecosystems, including aquatic and terrestrial wildlife and genetic 
resources, feature prominently in the goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda, including in 
poverty eradication, food security and sustainable agriculture, sustainable water management, 
economic growth, cities and human settlements, sustainable consumption and production, and 
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions…  
 
…The implementation phase of the Sustainable Development Goals will provide a tremendous  
opportunity to mainstream biodiversity and its values into key national priorities and to achieve 
the objectives of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 
Agreed by 192 governments in 2010 and further reaffirmed in the outcome document of the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) adopted by the UN General 
Assembly in 2012, the Strategic Plan has been recognized as a United Nations-wide framework 
for action on biodiversity.  
 
Similarly, the biodiversity-related conventions that the world has agreed to over the last four  
decades can contribute significantly to the implementation of the Sustainable Development oals.  
The seven global biodiversity-related conventions work together to harness the benefits of  
collaboration, and to ensure more coherent, efficient and effective implementation, both 
uilaterally and through a Biodiversity Liaison Group comprising the heads of their Secretariats…. 
 
 
STATEMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL IVERSITY 
BRAULIO FERREIRA DE SOUZA DIAS on the occasion of WORLD TOURISM DAY 27 SEPTEMBER 
2015  
“One Billion Tourists, One Billion Opportunities”  
2015-09-24 
With continued growth and deepening diversification, tourism has become one of the fastest 
growing economic sectors in the world. And because tourism is closely linked to development, it 
has become a key driver for socio-economic progress. For areas of unique natural beauty that 
attract large numbers of visitors, a healthy biodiversity is one of tourism’s greatest assets and 
fundamental to its long-term growth.  
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Tourism helps create jobs, promotes local culture and fuels development. Preliminary results in 
the first quarter of 2015, according to the World Tourism Organization, point to 1.18 billion 
international arrivals for the year, a 4 per cent increase over 2014, in a sector that generates 1 
in 11 jobs globally, contributes about 10 per cent of the world's gross development product, 
and 6 per cent of the world´s total exports. Tourism plays an especially crucial and increasing 
role in developing countries, which harbour the majority of the Earth's species, both as 
destinations and as new sources of tourists… 
 
…Sustainable tourism is a compelling lens through which to understand the importance of 
biodiversity. It helps raise awareness of environmental values. It can also serve as a tool to 
finance protection of natural areas and increase their economic importance. In other words, it 
can help improve environmental management and planning. It is important that we work 
towards an ecosystem-based approach to tourism, reduce its global consumption footprint and 
promote ways for the sector to make a fair contribution to the continuation of the services and 
products that ecosystems themselves provide. This means that we must adopt innovative 
approaches to build relevant green economy dimensions into tourism development, 
management and planning… 
 
…Managed well, tourism can play a positive role in the social, cultural, economic, environmental 
and political development of destinations and as such represents a significant development 
opportunity for many countries and communities. By working together, we can harness the 
immense potential of tourism to drive economic growth, protect the environment and promote 
sustainable development and ensure that we live our lives in harmony with nature. 
 

:::::: 
 
US Department of State 
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/index.htm 
[website not responding] 
 
 
USAID [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
USAID and China Sign Memorandum on Development Cooperation  
September 25, 2015 
   U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Acting Administrator Alfonso Lenhardt 
and People's Republic of China Minister of Commerce Gao Hucheng signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) today to create a framework to facilitate expanded U.S.-China 
collaboration, communication and cooperation to achieve our shared objectives on development 
issues. 
 
United States Announces Additional Humanitarian Aid for Syria Crisis  
September 21, 2015 
   The United States announced today nearly $419 million in additional humanitarian assistance 
to help those affected by the conflict in Syria. With this new funding, total U.S. humanitarian 
assistance since the start of the crisis is now more than $4.5 billion. 
 
 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/index.htm
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases
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DFID  [to 26 September 2015] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/latest?departments%5B%5D=department-for-international-
development 
Selected Announcements 
Empowering women and girls around the world 
Published 26 September 2015  Speech  DFID  
 
Greening: UK to ‘break chains of dependency’ for women around the world 
Published 25 September 2015   Press release  DFID  
 
Britain backs the Global Goals for Sustainable Development 
Updated 25 September 2015   News story  DFID  
 
Darwin Initiative: applying for main project funding 
Updated 24 September 2015   Detailed guide  Defra and DFID  
Part of a collection: Darwin Initiative: funding schemes and how to apply  
   The Darwin Initiative is a UK government grants scheme that helps to protect biodiversity and 
the natural environment in developing countries and UK Overseas Territories (OTs).  
   Darwin-funded projects usually aim to help preserve biodiversity and the local community that 
lives alongside it. Most projects will include one or more of: 
:: building environmental knowledge 
:: capacity building  
:: research 
:: implementing international biodiversity agreements  
 
UK pledges £115m as PM calls on EU to provide more aid for Syrian conflict 
Published 23 September 2015   Press release  DFID  
 
UK support offered to UN refugee agency 
Published 20 September 2015   Press release  DFID and Home Office  
 
 
ECHO  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
EU's Civil Protection Mechanism helps Serbia cope with refugee influx 
22/09/2015 
   Yesterday, Serbia has activated the EU's Civil Protection Mechanism to benefit from material 
support to help cope with the influx of refugees and asylum seekers in the country. 
   The European Commission's Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC) is working 
closely with the Serbian authorities and the other participating states in the Mechanism to 
coordinate a swift response to the request. 
   Serbia has requested material support for beds, mattresses, hygiene items, vehicles, fuel and 
food… 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
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[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Sep.25.2015   AU Commission Chairperson offers condolences to Hajj stampede victims  
 
Sep.25.2015   1st Meeting of the Working Group to Develop the Model Law on Combating Illicit 
Trafficking in Cultural Goods  
 
Sep.23.2015   JOINT MEDIA ADVISORY : From the MDGs to the SDGs: Africa at a crossroads  
 
Sep.23.2015   Africa Union launches its Learning and Development Strategy as a critical step 
towards the achievement of the Agenda 2063 Vision  
 
 
The African Development Bank Group  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
International Financial Institutions Back New Global Development Agenda with Stepped-Up 
Support 
   25/09/2015 - Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) and the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) hailed the adoption of a sustainable development agenda for the next generation and are 
fully committed to stepping up their support to ensure its success. 
 
African Renewable Energy Fund, cornerstoned by AfDB and SEFA, successfully reaches final 
close at its target of US $200 million of committed capital 
   22/09/2015 - The African Renewable Energy Fund (AREF), a dedicated renewable energy 
fund focused on sub-Saharan Africa, announced during the African Development Bank’s “Energy 
Week” that it successfully reached its final close at its hard cap, with US $200 million of 
committed capital to support small- to medium-scale projects, with investment at the final close 
from European Investment Bank (EIB) and the Global Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
Fund (GEEREF), among other investors. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN Showcases its Products at China-ASEAN Expo  
on Wednesday, 23 September 2015. Posted in 2015, ASEAN Secretariat News  
   NANNING, 23 September 2015 - The 12th China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO) was convened in 
Nanning City, Guangxi Province of China on 18-21 September with the theme "Maritime 
Cooperation." Some 4,600 booths showcased products and services of enterprises from ASEAN 
Member States (AMS), China and the Republic of Korea, as the Special Guest Country, in 5 
pavilions namely, (i) commodity trade; (ii) trade in services; (iii) investment cooperation; (iv) 
advanced technology; and (v) cities of charm.  
 
 
European Union  [to 26 September 2015] 
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http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
European Commission welcomes new 2030 United Nations Agenda for Sustainable Development  
Date: 25/09/2015  
- Press release European Commission Brussels, 25 September 2015 The 2030 Agenda, a 
universal framework for all countries to help eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable 
development by 2030, includes an ambitious set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals and will 
be adopted today at a special UN Summit.  
 
Factsheet: EU support for better management of integration of asylum seekers and refugees  
Date: 25/09/2015  
   European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 25 September 2015 The Commission is today 
holding a meeting to discuss how to optimise the use of EU funds and measures to support the 
integration of asylum seekers and refugees.  
 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – What has the EU achieved?  
Date: 25/09/2015  
   European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 25 September 2015 In 2000 the Millennium 
Development Goals were agreed to reduce poverty and improve the lives of people in 
developing countries. They have delivered encouraging results.  
 
Sustainable Development Goals and the Agenda2030  
Date: 25/09/2015  
   European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 25 September 2015 The 2030 Agenda is the new 
global framework to help eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development by 2030. It 
includes an ambitious set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals, which will be adopted this 
week.  
Speech by Commissioner Marianne Thyssen: EU funds in support of the refugee crisis  
Date: 25/09/2015  
   European Commission - Speech 
 
Commission calls for unhindered humanitarian access in eastern Ukraine  
Date: 25/09/2015  
European - Statement Commission Brussels, 25 September 2015 EU Commissioner for      
Humanitarian and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides has issued the following statement:      
    "The decision of the de facto authorities of certain areas of the Luhansk region to remove 
humanitarian aid agencies from territories under their control will have a very negative 
humanitarian impact on the civilian population and cause the suspension of humanitarian 
operations. 
    There are hundreds of thousands of people in the Luhansk region who urgently need aid. 
The United Nations and international non-governmental organisations provide vital assistance: 
food, medicine, shelter. This decision will only worsen the plight of the already affected civilian 
population, particularly at the onset of the harsh winter conditions. 
    We expect all those with influence to enable the immediate resumption of much needed 
humanitarian operations in certain areas of the Luhansk region and thus live up to their 
obligations under International Humanitarian Law." 
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-5708_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5717_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5712_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5709_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-15-5720_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-15-5725_en.htm


Managing the refugee crisis: Immediate operational, budgetary and legal measures under the 
European Agenda on Migration    
Date: 23/09/2015  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 23 September 2015 Managing the refugee 
crisis: Immediate operational, budgetary and legal measures under the European Agenda on 
Migration  
 
More Responsibility in managing the refugee crisis: European Commission adopts 40 
infringement decisions to make European Asylum System work    
Date: 23/09/2015  
   European Commission - Press release Brussels, 23 September 2015 More Responsibility in 
managing the refugee crisis: European Commission adopts 40 infringement decisions to make 
European Asylum System work. The European Commission adopted today 40 infringement 
decisions against several Member States (see table in Annex) for failing to fully implement 
legislation...  
 
Managing the refugee crisis: Remarks by President Juncker  
Date: 23/09/2015  
   European Commission - Speech - 
 
Refugee Crisis – Q&A on Emergency Relocation  
Date: 22/09/2015  
   European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 22 September 2015 
 
Factsheet on the new framework for Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment: 
Transforming the Lives of Girls and Women through EU External Relations (2016-2020)  
Date: 22/09/2015  
   European Commission - Fact Sheet Brussels, 22 September 2015 Factsheet on the new 
framework for gender equality and women's empowerment through EU external relations 
(2016-2020) What does the EU want to achieve with this new framework?  
 
European Commission Statement following the decision at the Extraordinary Justice and Home 
Affairs Council to relocate 120,000 refugees  
Date: 22/09/2015  
   European Commission Statement Brussels, 22 September 2015 European Commission 
Statement following the decision at the Extraordinary Justice and Home Affairs Council to 
relocate 120,000 refugees 
 

 
OECD  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Healthcare costs unsustainable in advanced economies without reform  
   Healthcare costs are rising so fast in advanced economies that they will become unaffordable 
by mid-century without reforms, according to a new OECD report.  
24-September-2015 
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Comprehensive and co-ordinated international response needed to tackle refugee crisis  
   OECD countries are facing an unprecedented refugee crisis and the situation requires a 
comprehensive and co-ordinated international response to address the immediate needs of 
asylum seekers and the longer-term challenge of helping them integrate. This is the main 
message of two new OECD documents, the 2015 International Migration Outlook and a Policy 
Brief on the Refugee Crisis 
22-September-2015 
 
Support to fossil fuels remains high and the time is ripe for change  
   Government support to fossil fuel consumption and production in OECD countries and key 
emerging economies remains high, at USD 160-200 billion annually, according to a new OECD 
report. This support is hampering global efforts to curb emissions and combat climate change.  
21-September-2015 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/news/ 
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Secretary General expresses sincere condolences on the martyrs of Mina 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Iyad Ameen Madani, 
expressed his sincere condolences and sympathy to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, 
King Salman bin Abdul Aziz, and Crown Prince, His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin Nayef 
bin Abdul Aziz, Minister of Interior and Chairman of the Supreme Committee of Hajj, on the 
pilgrims who have lost their lives during the stampede that occurred in one of the streets of 
Mina yesterday, Thursday, 11 Zulhijjah 1436 (corresponding to 24 September 2015). The 
Secretary General also conveyed his heartfelt condolences to the families of the deceased; 
praying to Allah to bestow on them His mercy and ascribe them as martyrs.... 
25/09/2015 
 
The message of HE Iyad Ameen Madani, Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, on the occasion of the International Day of Peace 
   Today is the International Day of Peace, which more that three decades ago the international 
community established in order to encourage the whole mankind to promote the ideals of 
peace. It is an occasion for all to demonstrate commitment to peace in all viable ways. In this 
regard, I wish to reiterate the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s principled position that 
people, regardless of their ethnic, religion, national or racial identities, who suffer in their 
homes and homelands because of the scourge of conflicts, wars, violence, occupation and 
oppression, deserve and have right to peace and life in dignity.... 
21/09/2015 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
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[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
24 Sep 2015 
Organic agriculture and tourism can help tackle poverty, new UNCTAD report says 
Linking organic agriculture and tourism has a significant potential to help reduce poverty in the 
United Republic of Tanzania, a new UNCTAD report has found.  
   The report, entitled Enhancing Linkages Between the Tourism and Sustainable Agriculture 
Sectors in the United Republic of Tanzania, is based on a pro-poor tourism analysis, and looks 
at ways of generating net benefits for the poor, including unlocking opportunities by building a 
more supportive policy and planning framework. The report highlights opportunities to promote 
participation of, and bring the private sector into, pro-poor partnerships by providing jobs to 
local people and purchasing local agricultural products… 
 
 
World Trade Organisation [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Azevêdo highlights key role of trade in achieving sustainable development goals 
25 September 2015 
   Director-General Roberto Azevêdo is in New York City on 25-26 September to underline how 
cooperation on trade can help achieve new global targets for securing sustainable development.  
 
 
IMF  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
The Post-2015 Development Agenda: Unity in Ambition, Unity in Action   
September 25, 2015  
 
 
World Bank [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Universal health coverage programs that cover one-third of the world are transforming care for 
the poorest and most vulnerable: new World Bank Group report  
   Over past decade, expanding pro-poor coverage in countries paving way toward better health 
outcomes and less inequality   New York City, September 25, 2015 – A World Bank Group 
report released today...  
Date: September 25, 2015 
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Speech by World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim at the United Nations General Assembly  
Date: September 25, 2015 
 
International Financial Institutions Back New Global Development Agenda with Stepped-Up 
Support  
   WASHINGTON, September 25, 2015— Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) hailed today’s adoption of a sustainable development 
agenda for the next generation and are...  
 
Is the Refugee Crisis an Opportunity for an Aging Europe?  
   Europe is facing the biggest inflow of migrants in decades. The number of refugees from 
conflict zones in Syria, Iraq, and elsewhere arriving at southern European shores is rising by the 
day. The resulting...  
Date: September 22, 2015 Type: Opinion 
 
New Principles to Move on a Low Carbon Path, amid Growing Momentum for Carbon Pricing  
Call for Efficient, Effective Pricing of Carbon  
   WASHINGTON, September 20, 2015 – Drawing on experiences with carbon pricing initiatives 
around the world, new research lays out principles for governments...  
 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC) 
http://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/Pages/default.aspx 
Statement of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Fatou Bensouda, following the 
transfer of the first suspect in the Mali investigation: “Intentional attacks against historic 
monuments and buildings dedicated to religion are grave crimes” 
26/09/2015  
   The surrender by Niger authorities of the suspect, Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi and his transfer 
earlier today to the custody of the International Criminal Court ("ICC" or the "Court") is a 
welcome development.  It represents an important step forward in the fight against impunity, 
not only in Mali but also in the broader Sahel and Sahara region of Africa, whose populations 
have in recent years been subjected to unspeakable crimes.  
 
Situation in Mali: Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi surrendered to the ICC on charges of war crimes 
regarding the destruction of historical and religious monuments in Timbuktu 
26/09/2015  
Case: The Prosecutor v. Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi 
   Today, 26 September 2015, Mr Ahmad Al Mahdi Al Faqi (Abu Tourab), was surrendered to 
the International Criminal Court (ICC) by the authorities of Niger and arrived at the Court's 
Detention Centre in the Netherlands. Mr Al Faqi is suspected, according to an ICC arrest 
warrant issued on 18 September 2015, of war crimes allegedly committed in Timbuktu, Mali, 
between about 30 June 2012 and 10 July 2012, through intentionally directing attacks against 
buildings dedicated to religion and/or historical monuments. This is the first case to be brought 
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before the ICC concerning the destruction of buildings dedicated to religion and historical 
monuments.  
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:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action. 
This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcement, programs or appeals. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Universal Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health and Mobile Innovation Will be the Real 
Accelerators for Health Gains in Africa in the Post-MDG Era  
Published: 23 September 2015    By Dr Githinji Gitahi, CEO, Amref Health Africa  
   As the world meets in New York in September 2015 to close the door on the Millennium 
Development Goals and open another on Sustainable Development Goals, , Africa also needs to 
examine herself and her role as the main beneficiary of this global concert of goals and 
targets… 
 
USD$ 30 Million to Fight TB & Malaria in Kenya 
Published: 22 September 2015 Marie Kinyanjui  
Amref Health Africa in Kenya wins Global Fund contract 2015-2017    
   September 16th, 2015. Nairobi, Kenya: - Amref Health Africa in Kenya is the principle 
recipient of USD$ 30,472,094 (Kshs. 3,108,153,588) from the Global...  
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
National Eye Donation Fortnight Programme  
August 25 – September 8  
   Eye Donation Fortnight Programme is celebrated every year to create awareness on eye 
donation amongst the public. Aravind Eye Hospital, Madurai inaugurated the fortnight 
celebrations organising a walk led by blind people. Staff members after blindfolding their eyes 
participated in the rally from Anna Bus Stand to the hospital following the blind guides. District 
Collector, Sri. L. Subramaniam inaugurated the walk. Around 250 staff members participated. 
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On the whole, it was a novel experience for the staff as they could realise how hard it is for a 
blind person to lead a normal life.  
 
 
BRAC  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
BRAC WASH : learning from WASH experiences in Bangladesh 
26 September 2015 
   The BRAC WASH programme began in 2006 and has provided more than 37 million people in 
Bangladesh with hygienic sanitation and more than two million with access to safe water. 
   This report documents the proceedings of a learning workshop that brought together donors, 
government, and national and international NGOs to examine the outcomes of the BRAC WASH 
programme second phase and emerging challenges… 
 
 
CARE International  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases.aspx 
UNGA: CARE Pledges to Economically Empower 30 Million More Women by 2020 
GLOBAL 
25 SEPTEMBER 2015 
Women’s economic empowerment critical for achieving gender equality. 
   ….CARE plans to achieve this goal through influencing corporations on how they do business 
and scaling up programs like increasing the 4.5 million people already enrolled in CARE’s Village 
Savings and Loans Associations.  VSLA members deposit their savings in a group lockbox at 
weekly meetings ¬and earn interest on loans to group members who take out money to start 
businesses, improve their farms or make other investments in their futures. 
   “We want to make capitalism work for the poor—for poor women in particular. We do this by 
connecting people, challenging and shaping corporate strategies, piloting new initiatives, and 
standing up for women’s rights,” said Wolfgang Jamann… 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://drc.dk/news/archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
Casa Alianza  [to 26 September 2015] 
Covenant House [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news 
https://www.covenanthouse.org/ 
President Obama Appoints Covenant House President Kevin Ryan to Advisory Council  
September 24, 2015 
   President Obama announced today that he has appointed Covenant House President Kevin 
Ryan to his Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. See the White 
House announcement here. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 26 September 2015]  
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http://www.ecpat.net/news 
World Leaders Commit to End Sexual Exploitation of Children Through Prostitution and 
Pornography 
Posted on 09/23/2015, 16:27 
   Today, Heads of State gathered for the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit in 
New York unveil the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and set in motion the Post-2015 
Development Agenda. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
After Decades of Life-changing Results, Clubhouses Get the Spotlight They Deserve  
September 2015 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 26 September 2015]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
Historic Conference Works to End the Mass Bombings of Civilians 
Posted on September 21, 2015 12:34 PM  
   More than 20 States and several international organizations are gathering in Vienna, Austria, 
on September 21 and 22, 2015, to discuss a political solution aimed at ending the use of 
explosive weapons in populated areas. 
   “This is the first time States have met to propose a diplomatic process in response to the use 
of explosive weapons in populated areas,” says Anne Hery, Head of Advocacy for Handicap 
International. “And, it’s also the first time that survivors can make their voices heard by the 
international community."  
   "The real impact of these weapons on civilians will be central to the diplomats’ discussions," 
says Hery. "States must bring an end to this intolerable practice. They also need to advance the 
rights and meet the needs of survivors and their families, who are too often left manage on 
their own.”… 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
Heifer International Weekly 
Tuesday, Sep. 22, 2015 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 26 September 2015]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Sustainable development agenda must respond to the global phenomenon of population ageing 
   When the new Sustainable Development Goals are adopted at this year’s UN General 
Assembly, governments must respond to the global phenomenon of population ageing and 
support women and men as they age. 
Posted: 24 September 2015 
 
Older campaigners call on world leaders to "light the way" ahead of key UN summit 
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   Older activists will illuminate cities around the world as part of a global campaign to ‘light the 
way’ to a future where older people can live in dignity, free from suffering, poverty and neglect.  
Posted: 24 September 2015 
 

 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Ending malnutrition on the front lines of fragile states  
Posted by David Miliband on September 23, 2015  
   IRC president David Miliband writes why it’s critical to battle malnutrition in fragile states and 
the changes world leaders need to make to keep millions of children healthy. 
 
Bezos Family Foundation to Match Students’ Projects with up to $400,000 for the International 
Rescue Committee’s Relief Efforts  
21 Sep 2015 
 
 

ICRC  [to 26 September 2015] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new 
Missing persons in Lebanon: Forensics training workshop 
   Many people have gone missing during conflict and violence in Lebanon. DNA samples from 
their relatives sometimes make it possible to identify human remains unearthed during 
excavations. 
25-09-2015 | Article  
 
Nepal: Report highlights pressing issues faced by families of the missing 
   The new report, Civil legal issues related to the families of the missing in Nepal, 
commissioned by the ICRC, highlights the legal and administrative issues faced by the families 
of the missing. 
24-09-2015 | Article  
 
France / Italy: Red Cross restores family links for migrants 
   Working with the support of the ICRC, the French and Italian Red Cross Societies recently set 
up a cross-border "restoring family links" operation to help migrants re-establish contact with 
their families. In recent months, an unprecedented number o 
24-09-2015 | Article  
 
South Sudan: Healing the wounds after Maridi fuel truck explosion  
   Since 17 September, the ICRC and the South Sudan Red Cross (SSRC) have been working 
tirelessly to help the victims of the fuel truck explosion in Maridi, which claimed the lives of over 
180 people.  
23-09-2015 | Article  
 
Ukraine: Thousands most affected by conflict receive aid on both sides of front line 
   A new round of aid distributions is being carried out by the ICRC on both sides of the front 
line and will continue until Friday 25 September. 
23-09-2015 | News release  
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The use of force in law enforcement operations 
   States often face situations in which their officials have to use force to maintain or restore 
public security, law and order in armed conflicts or situations of violence that do not meet the 
threshold of applicability of international humanitarian law (IHL). Force in law enforcement 
operations can be used by persons who exercise State powers, including in particular police and 
military forces; such use of force is mainly governed by international human rights law and 
domestic law. The use of force in law enforcement operations has to be strictly regulated by 
States. Notably, States must ensure that national legislation is brought into conformity with 
their international obligations and sanction their officials if they have used force in an excessive 
or otherwise arbitrary way. 
23-09-2015 | Legal factsheet https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/12747/the-use-of-force-in-
law-enforcement-icrc-eng.pdf 
 
Lebanon: 25 years on, still missing but not forgotten 
   The war in Lebanon ended 25 years ago but the fate of thousands of missing people remains 
unknown. There is no effective process in place to address the issue, and many do not speak 
about the missing as society is still reluctant to do so. 
23-09-2015 | Video  
 
Bringing lifesaving help and hope to victims of war 
   The ICRC is providing lifesaving help and hope to extremely vulnerable people suffering from 
some of the world's most devastating conflicts: Yemen, South Sudan, Syria, Iraq, Lake Chad, 
Afghanistan and Ukraine. 
23-09-2015 | Video  
 
Burkina Faso: Red Cross calls for respect for medical personnel 
   Following the recent events in Ouagadougou, the ICRC and the Burkinabe Red Cross are 
reminding all those involved of the importance of respecting the wounded, health workers and 
facilities, and the red cross emblem. 
22-09-2015 | News release  
 
Refugees and migrants have the right to respect and protection  
   Much world attention has recently focused on the tragedies and vulnerability of refugees and 
migrants as they desperately seek a way to escape conflict and hardship and find a place of 
safety. 
21-09-2015 | Article  
 
 
IRCT  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News  
IRCT Scientific Symposium: One week left to submit abstracts  
25 September 2015 
 
News  
European refugee crisis: States must acknowledge their obligation to provide protection and 
care to victims of torture  
22 September 2015 
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Europe is facing an extraordinary influx of persons derived from yet another humanitarian crisis. 
The IRCT calls on the international community to provide protection and adequate care to 
persons who flee torture and other human rights violations, and fully comply with the obligation 
of non-refoulement. 
 
 
Islamic Relief   [to 26 September 2015]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
Unlocking the chains of debt 
September 22, 2015  
   Pakistan’s economy has been paralysed by an unpayable and largely unjust debt burden that 
is preventing the country from reaching its poverty goals and hindering development, says a 
report presented by Islamic Relief during a national conference last week. 
 
Foodpacks for refugees 
September 20, 2015  
   Islamic Relief has distributed hundreds of foodpacks in Jordan, where many Syrian refugees 
are staying. This assistance is much needed for refugees living in host communities in Jordan. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 26 September 2015]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press Release 
MSF Refused Permission to Work in Lugansk 
September 25, 2015 
   The international medical humanitarian organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) is alarmed by the decision of the Humanitarian Committee of the self-
proclaimed Lugansk People's Republic to refuse permission for MSF to provide critical medical 
and humanitarian assistance in Lugansk. MSF is extremely concerned that this will deprive 
vulnerable people in Lugansk of access to essential health care and medicines. 
 
Press release 
MSF Medical Team Concludes Work With Migrant Offshore Aid Station in Mediterranean 
September 23, 2015 
   AMSTERDAM—The international medical humanitarian organization Doctors Without 
Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), was informed yesterday by MOAS (Migrant Offshore 
Aid Station), that MOAS has decided to stop their current search and rescue operation on the 
Mediterranean Sea. 
   As a result, MSF will no longer provide emergency medical assistance and post-rescue care 
onboard the MOAS ship, the MY Phoenix, as it has done since May 2. 
 
Field news 
France: MSF Provides Support to Refugees in Calais 
September 22, 2015 
   Approximately 3,500 refugees are living in a former garbage dump on the outskirts of Calais, 
France. Conditions at the site, known as the "Jungle," are miserable and getting worse, despite 
the efforts of nonprofit organizations on-site and local charitable initiatives. 
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Field news 
South Sudan: MSF and UNICEF Treat 16,000 in Mass Malaria Treatment Campaign 
September 21, 2015 
   In the last seven weeks, Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) teams 
have been treating as many as 4,000 malaria patients every week in its health care facilities in 
the UN protection of civilians camp (PoC) in Bentiu, South Sudan, a staggering 43-fold increase 
from figures at the beginning of the year. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Refugee Crisis in Europe Demands Bold Thinking  
DR Congo, Lebanon, Syria, Uganda, September 22, 2015 
Mercy Corps offers blueprint in new report  
   Washington, DC — The current humanitarian crisis in Europe is further evidence of massive 
unmet humanitarian needs worldwide and calls into question whether or not today’s 
international system of governance, development and aid is fit for the task. Mercy Corps 
believes it is not. According to the global organization, the existing system is unsustainable—
both overstretched and underfunded – and there is an urgent need for one that is more cost-
effective, less bureaucratic and more nimble… 
22Sep2015_NR_Cracking the Code.pdf 
 
Operation Smile  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room 
:: Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Global Goals on poverty, inequality and climate change challenge business as usual  
24 September 2015 
   Oxfam joins world leaders, civil society and people around the world to celebrate the adoption 
of the Sustainable Development Goals by world leaders at the United Nations, but cautions that 
progress toward them must be tangible, political and disruptive.  
 
Inequality trapping hundreds of millions in extreme poverty 
21 September 2015 
    More than 200 million people will be trapped unnecessarily in extreme poverty - despite 
world leaders’ pledge to end it - unless action to tackle economic inequality is accelerated. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Climate and Disaster Displacement  
It is time to act!  
23. september 2015 
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   On average, more than 26 million people are displaced by disasters such as floods and storms 
every year. In 2014, one person was displaced every second. And it will only get worse, as the 
population in vulnerable areas grows and climate change makes extreme weather conditions 
more frequent and more intense.  
 
Statement  
NRC welcomes EU initiatives on refugee crisis - More Urgent Steps Required  
18. september 2015 
   NRC welcomes the announcement by the European Council to boost humanitarian assistance 
to Syria and neighbouring countries and the decision to relocate refugees from front-line states 
to other EU countries. This positive shift in the European response should be followed with 
prompt implementation and the opening of more safe and legal channels for refugees to seek 
protection in Europe. 
 
 
Pact   [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.pactworld.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Announcement | September 23, 2015 
PATH welcomes groundbreaking regulatory approval for contraceptive self-injection 
   Decision marks important step in expanding family planning options for women worldwide 
 
Announcement | September 21, 2015 
PATH honors Alan Magill, a visionary leader in the fight against malaria 
 
 
Plan International  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6150563/k.D0E9/Newsroom.htm 
New Global Goals Could Save 6,500 Children Every Day and Help End Health and Education 
Inequalities  
   Fairfield, Conn. (September 24, 2015) — As world leaders gather to sign a momentous 
international development plan at the 70th United Nations Global Assembly (UNGA) in New York 
on Friday September 25th, Save the Children urges them to ensure that no child is left behind 
in the arenas of health, education, protection, and child survival… 
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SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Hope and hospitality for Syrian refugee children  
25.09.2015 –  
   SOS Children’s Villages runs centre in Lebanon to let children be children, providing care and 
counselling 
 
100 days after devastating Nepal earthquake, SOS continues to help thousands 
22.07.2015 –  
   100 days after a devastating earthquake struck Nepal, killing thousands and affecting 
millions, SOS Children’s Villages has reached more than 40,000 children through the various 
strands of its emergency programme in the country. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 26 September 2015]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 26 September 2015] 
European NGO confederation for relief and development 
http://www.concordeurope.org/news-room 
AGENDA 2030: CONCORD-Beyond 2015 ETF calls for EU action to achieve well-being for all 
within planetary boundaries  
   (Brussels, New York, 24/09/2015) As Heads of State and Government meet in New York to 
formally adopt the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development – the centerpiece of the 
Sustainable Development Summit and 70th UN General Assembly – the CONCORD-Beyond 2015 
European Task Force urges all EU Member States to start prioritizing implementation.  
 
A GAP in Political Will  
23 September 2015 
   European Commission’s new Framework for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment in 
External EU policies leaves a large GAP in Political Will.  
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Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
[Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
News 24 September 2015  
The tipping point for human rights 
   At 12.30pm EDT on Sunday, two Elders will be taking part in the 2015 Social Good Summit, in 
an event live streamed to hundreds of thousands of people around the world. Tune in to watch 
it live. 
 
News 20 September 2015  
Elders in New York: building a stronger UN 
   Watch live: On 26 September Gro Harlem Brundtland, Hina Jilani and Ernesto Zedillo join 
experts, diplomats and UN officials to debate how to strengthen the UN. 
 
 
END Fund  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.end.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala appointed Chair-elect of Gavi Board 
Former Nigerian Minister of Finance joins Vaccine Alliance drive to reach every child with life-
saving vaccines 
   Geneva, 21 September 2015 - Internationally renowned development economist and former 
Nigerian Finance Minister Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala has been appointed Chair-elect of the Board of 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. She will take up the position of Chair from January 2016… 
 
 
Global Fund [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/newsreleases/ 
News 
Global Fund Welcomes Sustainable Development Goals  
25 September 2015 
 
News 
Togo and the Global Fund bolster their partnership  
22 September 2015 
 
News 

http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/tipping-point-human-rights
http://theelders.org/article/elders-new-york-building-stronger-un
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.gavi.org/Library/News/Press-releases/2015/Ngozi-Okonjo-Iweala-appointed-Chair-elect-of-Gavi-Board/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/newsreleases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2015-09-25_Global_Fund_Welcomes_Sustainable_Development_Goals/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2015-09-22_Togo_and_the_Global_Fund_bolster_their_partnership/


Global Fund Welcomes Appointment of Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala as Gavi Chair  
22 September 2015 
 
Results Report 2015  
   The Global Fund released its Results Report 2015, summarizing the remarkable gains made 
against HIV, tuberculosis and malaria by programs supported by the Global Fund partnership. It 
captures our collective determination to serve people affected by these diseases, to strive for 
social justice, and to achieve impact.  
   The top-line highlight is that 17 million lives have been saved, based on data through the end 
of 2014, and that we are on track to reach 22 million lives saved by the end of 2016. The report 
also highlights the broad achievement that the number of people dying from AIDS, TB and 
malaria has declined by more than one-third since 2002, when the Global Fund began investing 
to prevent, treat and care for people affected by the diseases.  
   The report also includes accounts of why it is critically important to build resilient and 
sustainable systems for health, creating substantial positive effects in countries where these 
diseases are rife, with a mutually reinforcing relationship between funding for disease-control 
programs and funding for cross-cutting systems. The report further outlines a focus on gender 
inequalities, which are major drivers of disease transmission, and the fact that in hardest-hit 
countries, girls account for more than 80 percent of all new HIV infections among adolescents. 
   A full copy of the report is available here.  
 
 
Hilton Prize Laureates [to 26 September 2015] 
http://prizelaureates.charity.org/about-us/ 
Hilton Foundation Creates Humanitarian Network 
September 16, 2015 
 
 
InterAction  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
InterAction Members Respond to the Syrian Refugee Crisis  
Sep 21, 2015  
   As the number of displaced people grows amid ongoing political conflict in Syria, InterAction 
members remain committed to the response effort… 
 
 
Start Network [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
Working collaboratively – expecting the unexpected 
September 24, 2015 
Posted by Helen James in Blog. 
   Catherine Dennis, Protection in Practice Project Manager at Oxfam tells us what she has 
learned, one year on from the start of the Disasters Emergency Preparedness Programme 
(DEPP). 
   The big idea of DEPP is to support national capacity for humanitarian work through two big 
networks of INGOs and their partners. This means helping people, strengthening organisations 
and systems to better prepare for emergencies and respond effectively in times of disaster… 
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Start Fund allocates £160,000 for emergency response in Nigeria 
September 21, 2015 
Posted by Helen James in News. 
   The Start Fund has allocated £161,802 to provide a rapid humanitarian response to an influx 
of returnees from Cameroon to Nigeria. 
   The protracted conflict in Northern Nigeria has led to the displacement of hundreds of 
thousands of people fleeing attacks by the terrorist group Boko Haram, in Borno, Adamawa and 
Yobe states. 
   UN OCHA estimated in June 2015 there are 1.4m internally displaced people, while an 
estimated 2.3 million people do not have access to humanitarian aid and are in critical need of 
assistance. 
   In July, the Cameroonian authorities announced they were forcibly sending 15,000 Nigerians 
back to their home country. 
   The returnees are now being relocated to camps without essential personal belongs such as 
blankets, mats, clothing and soap… 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 26 September 2015] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
[An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries.] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS International Alliance  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
London launch of the CHS Alliance highlights sector engagement around how to improve aid 
effectiveness 
22/09/2015 
   The London launch of the CHS Alliance took place yesterday, 21 September 2015, with nearly 
60 key humanitarian and development players in attendance. The event explored ways to 
deliver effective aid responses in relation to the 2015 Humanitarian Accountability Report: On 
the Road to Istanbul, the World Humanitarian Summit, and the Alliance’s mandate to improve 
quality, accountability and people management.  
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 26 September 2015] 
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http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
Humanitarian evidence Programme  
21.09.2015 
   The Humanitarian Evidence Programme is a DFID-funded partnership between Oxfam GB and 
the Feinstein International Center (FIC) at Tufts University. The Programme aims to synthesise 
research in the humanitarian sector… 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ODI   [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
720 million will return to poverty in the climate crisis  
News | 24 September 2015 
  720 million people may fall back into extreme poverty unless we begin to tackle climate 
change immediately, according to a new report by ODI's climate and environment team 
 
Leave no one behind: the real bottom billion  
Briefing papers | September 2015 | Tanvi Bhatkal, Emma Samman and Elizabeth Stuart 
The Millennium Development Goals reduced poverty, though the gains have been close to zero 
for the poorest. This paper explores who has been left behind, and why. 
 
Projecting progress: reaching the SDGs by 2030  
Research reports and studies | September 2015 | Susan Nicolai, Chris Hoy, Tom Berliner and 
Thomas Aedy 
   This report projects progress for the SDGs, showing where – if current trends continue – the 
world will be in 2030 and serves as a wake-up call for the global community. 
 
Theories of Change: time for a radical approach to learning in development  
Research reports and studies | September 2015 | Craig Valters 
   The Theory of Change approach demands a radical shift towards more and better learning in 
development thinking and practice, creating a productive and much-needed space for critical 
reflection. 
 
One foot on the ground, one foot in the air: Ethiopia’s delivery on an ambitious development 
agenda  
Research reports and studies | September 2015 | Amanda Lenhardt, Andrew Rogerson, 
Francesca Guadagno and Tom Berliner 
   Despite starting out with one of the lowest levels of human development in the world in the 
1990s, Ethiopia is one of the few African countries on track to meet most of the Millennium 
Development Goals. This case study explores the drivers of progress and the... 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 26 September 
2015] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be 
exhaustive, but indicative.  

 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Statements on Alan Magill, Malaria Program Director 
September 20, 2015 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
MEDIA ADVISORY: Clinton Global Initiative 2015 Annual Meeting, September 26-29 in New York 
City 
September 25, 2015  
   The 2015 Clinton Global Initiative Annual Meeting will convene more than 1,000 global 
leaders in philanthropy, business, government, and civil society on September 26-29 in New 
York City.Media accreditation is now open.  
 
Press Release  
UK’s Department for International Development, Unilever, and the Clinton Giustra Enterprise 
Partnership join forces to improve health and well-being for 100 million people in Africa and 
South Asia 
September 25, 2015  
   Transformative partnership to help the world meet Sustainable Development Goals   
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/newsroom 
22 September 2015:  
Passion for diversity  
Ford Foundation president calls for greater diversity in the museum sector  
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22 September 2015:  
Hilary Pennington lauded among 20 top philanthropists  
Ford VP for Education, Creativity, and Free Expression is listed as one of today's most influential 
women in philanthropy 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
What’s in a brand? 
September 23, 2015 By Marc Moorghen  
   What our new branding says about the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation and how we put it to 
good use on our new website. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.ikeafoundation.org/news/ 
IKEA Foundation receives ThankYou Award from World Childhood Foundation 
September 25, 2015  
   “IKEA and the IKEA Foundation have demonstrated that protecting the most vulnerable 
members of our society, children, is not only our moral obligation but also good business.” —
Her Royal Highness Princess Madeleine of Sweden 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 26 September 2015] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
New report highlights racial inequities in breastfeeding support 
Sep. 21, 2015  
   Many women of color who want and may try to breastfeed find their efforts thwarted, despite 
their best intentions. The latest study from the Center for Social Inclusion on “Removing 
Barriers to Breastfeeding” aims to tackle the why – why don’t many women of color have the 
opportunity to breastfeed for the recommended six months? And how can we change this “fact” 
so that all mothers and babies have a chance to experience the benefits of breastfeeding?... 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation   [to 26 September 2015] 
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases 
Shortage of nurses not as dire as predicted, but challenges remain to meet nation’s needs  
September 21, 2015  
   News for the nation’s nursing workforce isn’t as dire as had been predicted a decade ago, but 
the nation is still expected to be short of nurses in coming years, according to new research by 
Montana State University nursing economist Peter Buerhaus and other researchers. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/termsearch/8175/listing?f[0]=type%3Anews 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
Wisconsin Evaluates Polling Place Accessibility 
News  Election Initiatives 
September 24, 2015 
   Wisconsin’s Government Accountability Board (GAB) has released a report detailing the 
accessibility of polling places for seniors and people with disabilities during the 2014 and 2015 
election cycles. Using a post-election survey instrument and a customizable inspection tracking 
tool, the board audited 808 polling sites to ensure compliance with Wisconsin state law that 
protects...  
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
Nation's First Medical Makerspace Opens in Texas  
September 25, 2015  
   Every day, nurses create simple fixes to improve patient care and comfort. Now care 
providers at the University of Texas Medical Branch offers tools and materials to encourage 
more creation in the nation's first medical makerspace. 
 
The State of Obesity 2015: Better Policies for a Healthier America  
September 21, 2015  
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   The 2015 annual report, The State of Obesity, shows that United States adult obesity rates 
remained mostly steady―but high―this past year. Rates increased in Kansas, Minnesota, New 
Mexico, Ohio and Utah and remained stable in other states. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 26 September 2015] 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2015/index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
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:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and develoBarrospment. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Spring 2015, Volume 10, Number 2 
http://pnpcsw.pnpco.com/cadmus/testvol.asp?year=2015&journal=ajdm 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Infection Control 
September 2015  Volume 43, Issue 9, p905-1026, e47-e59  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
September 2015   Volume 49, Issue 3 , Supplement 2, S125-S218  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
Theme: Evidence-Based Behavioral Counseling Interventions as Clinical Preventive 
Services: Perspectives of Researchers, Funders, and Guideline Developers 
Edited by Robert J. McNellis, Susan J. Curry  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 105, Issue 9 (September 2015)  

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2015/index.htm
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http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
September 2015; 93 (3)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 26 September 2015) 
Research article    
The prevalence of self-reported underuse of medications due to cost for the elderly: 
results from seven European urban communities 
Aurima Stankuniene, Mindaugas Stankunas, Mark Avery, Jutta Lindert, Rita Mikalauskiene, 
Maria Melchiorre, Francisco Torres-Gonzalez, Elisabeth Ioannidi-Kapolou, Henrique Barros, 
Arūnas Savickas, Raimondas Radziunas, Joaquim Soares  
BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:419 (26 September 2015)  
 
Research article    
Comparing efficiency of health systems across industrialized countries: a panel 
analysis 
Bianca Frogner, H.E. Frech, Stephen Parente  
BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:415 (25 September 2015)  
 
Research article    
A scoping review of cost-effectiveness of screening and treatment for latent 
tubercolosis infection in migrants from high-incidence countries 
Lorenzo Zammarchi, Gianluigi Casadei, Marianne Strohmeyer, Filippo Bartalesi, Carola Liendo, 
Alberto Matteelli, Maurizio Bonati, Eduardo Gotuzzo, Alessandro Bartoloni, the COHEMI project 
study group  
BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:412 (24 September 2015)  
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 26 September 2015) 
Research article    
Managing the risk of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus during the endgame: oral 
poliovirus vaccine needs 
Radboud Duintjer Tebbens, Kimberly Thompson  
BMC Infectious Diseases 2015, 15:390 (24 September 2015)  
Abstract 
Background 
The Global Polio Eradication Initiative plans for coordinated cessation of oral poliovirus vaccine 
(OPV) use, beginning with serotype 2-containing OPV (i.e., OPV2 cessation) followed by the 
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remaining two OPV serotypes (i.e., OPV13 cessation). The risk of circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus (cVDPV) outbreaks after OPV cessation of any serotype depends on the serotype-
specific population immunity to transmission prior to its cessation.  
Methods 
Based on an existing integrated global model of poliovirus risk management policies, we 
estimate the serotype-specific OPV doses required to manage population immunity for a 
strategy of intensive supplemental immunization activities (SIAs) shortly before OPV cessation 
of each serotype. The strategy seeks to prevent any cVDPV outbreaks after OPV cessation, 
although actual events remain stochastic.  
Results 
Managing the risks of OPV cessation of any serotype depends on achieving sufficient population 
immunity to transmission to transmission at OPV cessation. This will require that countries with 
sub-optimal routine immunization coverage and/or conditions that favor poliovirus transmission 
conduct SIAs with homotypic OPV shortly before its planned coordinated cessation. The model 
suggests the need to increase trivalent OPV use in SIAs by approximately 40 % or more during 
the year before OPV2 cessation and to continue bOPV SIAs between the time of OPV2 cessation 
and OPV13 cessation.  
Conclusions 
Managing the risks of cVDPVs in the polio endgame will require serotype-specific OPV SIAs in 
some areas prior to OPV cessation and lead to demands for additional doses of the vaccine in 
the short term that will affect managers and manufacturers.  
 
Research article    
An economic analysis of poliovirus risk management policy options for 2013–2052 
Radboud Duintjer Tebbens, Mark Pallansch, Stephen Cochi, Steven Wassilak, Kimberly 
Thompson  
BMC Infectious Diseases 2015, 15:389 (24 September 2015)  
Abstract 
Background 
The Global Polio Eradication Initiative plans for coordinated cessation of oral poliovirus vaccine 
(OPV) after interrupting all wild poliovirus (WPV) transmission, but many questions remain 
related to long-term poliovirus risk management policies.  
Methods 
We used an integrated dynamic poliovirus transmission and stochastic risk model to simulate 
possible futures and estimate the health and economic outcomes of maintaining the 2013 status 
quo of continued OPV use in most developing countries compared with OPV cessation policies 
with various assumptions about global inactivated poliovirus vaccine (IPV) adoption.  
Results 
Continued OPV use after global WPV eradication leads to continued high costs and/or high 
cases. Global OPV cessation comes with a high probability of at least one outbreak, which 
aggressive outbreak response can successfully control in most instances. A low but non-zero 
probability exists of uncontrolled outbreaks following a poliovirus reintroduction long after OPV 
cessation in a population in which IPV-alone cannot prevent poliovirus transmission. We 
estimate global incremental net benefits during 2013–2052 of approximately $16 billion 
(US$2013) for OPV cessation with at least one IPV routine immunization dose in all countries 
until 2024 compared to continued OPV use, although significant uncertainty remains associated 
with the frequency of exportations between populations and the implementation of long term 
risk management policies.  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2334/15/389


Conclusions 
Global OPV cessation offers the possibility of large future health and economic benefits 
compared to continued OPV use. Long-term poliovirus risk management interventions matter 
(e.g., IPV use duration, outbreak response, containment, continued surveillance, stockpile size 
and contents, vaccine production site requirements, potential antiviral drugs, and potential safer 
vaccines) and require careful consideration. Risk management activities can help to ensure a 
low risk of uncontrolled outbreaks and preserve or further increase the positive net benefits of 
OPV cessation. Important uncertainties will require more research, including characterizing 
immunodeficient long-term poliovirus excretor risks, containment risks, and the kinetics of 
outbreaks and response in an unprecedented world without widespread live poliovirus 
exposure.  
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Editorials  
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this as: BMJ 2015;351:h4897  
Donald W Light, professor1,  
Joel Lexchin, professor2 
Author affiliations 
The FDA does not protect patients from harmful or ineffective drugs, but approves both 

The Vioxx disaster in the early 2000s triggered a crisis of mistrust in the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), as evidence emerged that it had downplayed or ignored evidence of 
serious cardiovascular harm associated with Vioxx (rofecoxib), a cyclo-oxygenase-2 selective 
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug. 

The result was a renewed emphasis on drug safety throughout a product’s lifecycle. At the 
same time, drug companies, which provide most of the funds for the FDA’s review of their 
drugs, kept pushing for faster approvals and new uses for old drugs, supposedly so that more 
patients could benefit. Any possible risks in getting new drugs to market more quickly would be 
offset by more intensive monitoring once they were being prescribed. 

Two linked papers (doi:10.1136/bmj.h4633, 10.1136/bmj.h4679) provide valuable accounts of 
how the FDA is using faster reviews for what it deems to be important new drugs and using 
supplemental approvals for existing drugs more widely.1 2 This is just what patients and their 
doctors are said to want—more patients benefiting from taking more new drugs sooner, 
generating revenue for the companies to fund more breakthrough research. 

Put in the context of the FDA’s larger record, however, these studies give cause for concern 
about whether most new drugs are any more effective than existing products or whether their 
safety has been adequately assessed. The term “safe and effective” misleads patients and 
prescribers. Although the US Congress and the FDA require “substantial evidence of 
effectiveness” to approve new drugs, they require no evidence of substantial effectiveness.3 
Companies provide substantial evidence of effectiveness through trials that in most cases prove 
only that the product being tested has a non-zero level of effectiveness. The result is that 
independent reviews find that 85-90% of new drugs provide few or no advantages for 
patients.4 The FDA’s flexible criteria and low threshold for approval do not reward more 
research for breakthroughs but instead reward more research for minor variations that can clear 
this low threshold. 

The growing number and widening application of expedited review programs are accompanied 
by evidence that many of the clinical trials accepted by an industry compliant FDA have features 
that contribute to biased results and compromised science (see box).5 6 As a consequence, 
these trials are incapable of providing patients or doctors with valid information on what new 
clinical benefits a drug provides. The result is an ever larger number of drugs approved on the 
basis of weaker evidence and in shorter time periods. We documented this for cancer drugs,5 
and a much more comprehensive review comes to similar conclusions across many areas of 
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medicine overseen by the FDA.6 Yet both of the linked studies point out that Congress is poised 
to advocate for still more accelerated reviews based on even less evidence. 

Some features of trials that make drugs look safer and more effective than they are 
:: Random samples from biased populations that exclude people more likely to have adverse 
reactions or less likely to generate positive outcomes; prescribing to patients in actual clinical 
practice often produces weaker, less consistent outcomes and more adverse reactions 
:: Non-randomized trials in unrepresentative populations 
:: Benefits often measured with surrogate endpoints rather than real clinical outcomes that 
matter to patients 
:: Trials primarily designed to measure benefits, not harms 
:: Trials lacking a comparator or control arm (single arm) 
:: Trials not blinded or easily unblinded 
:: High doses used to generate evidence of benefit for the drug under evaluation 
:: Trials too short to pick up adverse reactions to high doses but long enough to pick up the 
benefits 
:: Poor measurement and reporting of the number needed to treat and number needed to harm 
:: Trials stopped early because results look beneficial at that point in time; this prevents full 
evaluation and reporting of harms and benefits 

Do patients and doctors really want medicines for cancer and other life threatening conditions 
approved this way—quickly, with marginal evidence of real benefit? Do they know that faster 
reviews are associated with a significant increase in serious safety problems7 and the risk of 
patients being admitted to hospital with or dying from adverse reactions?8 Canadian data show 
that faster review increases the chances of harm serious enough to warrant a severe warning or 
market withdrawal from one in five to one in three.9 

In most drug research, harm is called “safety” or “safety events,” a fig leaf of pharmaceutical 
English covering up the real thing. The “risk-benefit ratio” can also obscure the real chance of 
serious harm. When the possibility of benefit declines, the chance of being harmed stays the 
same, so the ratio of harms to benefits increases.10 Prescription drugs are the fourth leading 
cause of death in the United States and the third leading cause in Europe, according to one 
authority.11 12 

These twin studies are part of a series drawing on impressive datasets assembled under 
Kesselheim’s direction at Harvard University. However, these data are hard to abstract and 
collate and require searches through multiple FDA databases, along with Freedom of 
Information Act requests. Wang and Kesselheim could not locate the FDA medical reviews 
containing the clinical evidence for the basis of approval for 80% of the supplemental 
applications. Just one medical review was available among the 66 approvals in 2013-14. Only 
slightly more than 30% of supplemental approvals were supported by trials against active 
comparators, and more than 70% of approvals were based on trials using surrogate endpoints. 
Effectively, the FDA has been granting most supplemental approvals without evidence of 
meaningful clinical benefit. 

FDA data on drug withdrawals are equally lacking. A recent review of safety warnings finally 
concludes that, “Remarkably, no comprehensive source of information on black-box warnings 
and withdrawals is available.”13 
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The United States and other countries need an alternative paradigm—one in which research 
focuses on better medicines for patients rather than for profits, where clinical trials with low risk 
of bias look for real benefits and faithfully report harms. Such a paradigm of ethical, open, not 
for profit research already exists at research institutes such as the Mario Negri Institute for 
Pharmacological Research.14 Although this institute accepts funding from drug companies, it 
operates under rules and practices for keeping drug research independent, transparent, and 
accountable. The institute’s leaders have long advocated for publicly funded regulators whose 
deliberations are transparent and accountable. With so much misdirected investment, biased 
science, and harm resulting from industry directed research, with little offsetting benefit, 
perhaps it is time to consider the Mario Negri public health model for developing better 
medicines for patients. 
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id1     http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7616-9182 
Abstract 
Objective The increasing rate of outbreaks in humans of zoonotic diseases requires detailed 
examination of the education, research, and practice of animal health and its connection to 
human health. This study investigated the collaboration network of different fields engaged in 
conducting zoonotic research from a transdisciplinary perspective. 
Methods Examination of the dynamics of this network for a 33-year period from 1980 to 2012 is 
presented through the development of a large scientometric database from Scopus. In our 
analyses we compared several properties of these networks, including density, clustering 
coefficient, giant component, and centrality measures over time. We also elicited patterns in 
different fields of study collaborating with various other fields for zoonotic research. 
Results We discovered that the strongest collaborations across disciplines are formed among 
the fields of medicine; biochemistry, genetics, and molecular biology; immunology and 
microbiology; veterinary; agricultural and biological sciences; and social sciences. Furthermore, 
the affiliation network is growing overall in terms of collaborative research among different 
fields of study such that more than two-thirds of all possible collaboration links among 
disciplines have already been formed. 
Conclusions Our findings indicate that zoonotic research scientists in different fields (human or 
animal health, social science, earth and environmental sciences, engineering) have been 
actively collaborating with each other over the past 11 years. (Disaster Med Public Health 
Preparedness. 2015;9:496–503) 
 
Systematic Review 
Global Health Security Demands a Strong International Health Regulations Treaty 
and Leadership From a Highly Resourced World Health Organization 
Frederick M. Burkle  
Senior Fellow and Scientist, Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts  
Senior International Public Policy Scholar, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 
Washington, DC.  
Abstract 
If the Ebola tragedy of West Africa has taught us anything, it should be that the 2005 
International Health Regulations (IHR) Treaty, which gave unprecedented authority to the 
World Health Organization (WHO) to provide global public health security during public health 
emergencies of international concern, has fallen severely short of its original goal. After 
encouraging successes with the 2003 severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) pandemic, the 
intent of the legally binding Treaty to improve the capacity of all countries to detect, assess, 
notify, and respond to public health threats has shamefully lapsed. Despite the granting of 2-
year extensions in 2012 to countries to meet core surveillance and response requirements, less 
than 20% of countries have complied. Today it is not realistic to expect that these gaps will be 
solved or narrowed in the foreseeable future by the IHR or the WHO alone under current 
provisions. The unfortunate failures that culminated in an inadequate response to the Ebola 
epidemic in West Africa are multifactorial, including funding, staffing, and poor leadership 
decisions, but all are reversible. A rush by the Global Health Security Agenda partners to fill 
critical gaps in administrative and operational areas has been crucial in the short term, but 
questions remain as to the real priorities of the G20 as time elapses and critical gaps in public 
health protections and infrastructure take precedence over the economic and security needs of 
the developed world. The response from the Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network and 
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foreign medical teams to Ebola proved indispensable to global health security, but both deserve 
stronger strategic capacity support and institutional status under the WHO leadership granted 
by the IHR Treaty. Treaties are the most successful means the world has in preventing, 
preparing for, and controlling epidemics in an increasingly globalized world. Other options are 
not sustainable. Given the gravity of ongoing failed treaty management, the slow and 
incomplete process of reform, the magnitude and complexity of infectious disease outbreaks, 
and the rising severity of public health emergencies, a recommitment must be made to 
complete and restore the original mandates as a collaborative and coordinated global network 
responsibility, not one left to the actions of individual countries. The bottom line is that the 
global community can no longer tolerate an ineffectual and passive international response 
system. As such, this Treaty has the potential to become one of the most effective treaties for 
crisis response and risk reduction worldwide. Practitioners and health decision-makers 
worldwide must break their silence and advocate for a stronger Treaty and a return of WHO 
authority. (Disaster Med Public Health Preparedness. 2015;9:568–580) 
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organisations after a disaster 
Christopher A. Curtis* 
Article first published online: 5 MAR 2015 
DOI: 10.1111/disa.12130 
Abstract 
The purpose of this study is to discover how coordination and communication between the 
government and service organisations responsible for the relief effort following Hurricane 
Katrina contributed to the poor outcomes for the communities impacted by the storm. Two 
hypotheses were tested in this study: communication was positively correlated with the degree 
of coordination immediately following Katrina; and miscommunication was negatively correlated 
with the degree of coordination after the storm. Quantitative content analysis of media reports 
was used to analyse the data and test the hypotheses. Both communication and 
miscommunication were found to be positively correlated with coordination. The results of this 
study suggest that increasing interorganisational communication and establishing clearly 
defined roles for organisations must be a high priority in revamping organisational protocol on 
disaster response if any new approach is to be successful. 
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Stephanie Matti* 
Article first published online: 5 MAR 2015 
DOI: 10.1111/disa.12128 
Abstract 
Since 2001, there has been a growing consensus that sexual exploitation and abuse of intended 
beneficiaries by humanitarian workers is a real and widespread problem that requires 
governance. Codes of conduct have been promoted as a key mechanism for governing the 
sexual behaviour of humanitarian workers and, ultimately, preventing sexual exploitation and 
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abuse (PSEA). This article presents a systematic study of PSEA codes of conduct adopted by 
humanitarian non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and how they govern the sexual 
behaviour of humanitarian workers. It draws on Foucault's analytics of governance and speech 
act theory to examine the findings of a survey of references to codes of conduct made on the 
websites of 100 humanitarian NGOs, and to analyse some features of the organisation-specific 
PSEA codes identified. 
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Matthieu Lauras1,*, Sébastien Truptil2 and Frédérick Bénaben3 
Article first published online: 5 MAR 2015 
DOI: 10.1111/disa.12122 
Abstract 
Managing complex emergency situations is a challenging task, mainly due to the heterogeneity 
of the partners involved and the critical nature of such events. Whatever approach is adopted to 
support this objective, one unavoidable issue is knowledge management. In the context of our 
research project, gathering, formalising and exploiting all the knowledge and information about 
a given crisis situation is a critical requirement. This paper presents some research results 
concerning this specific topic: from a theoretical point of view, the generic dimensions of crisis 
characterisation are defined, while from a technical point of view, we describe a software 
solution able to collect that knowledge (based on meta-models and ontologies). This is used to 
confront the characteristics of the situation (context) with characteristics of the resources (relief 
system) in order to design a suitable response. Finally, an illustrative example concerning a 
crash between a tanker truck and a train is described. 
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Extract 
Evidence on effectiveness is pivotal for public health practice and policy making. Despite, the 
journal publishes pretty few papers on effectiveness research, and this holds for other major 
public health journals as well. This paradox should be solved. To jump to my conclusion: the 
return on investments leading to evidence on public health interventions should be increased, 
both for researchers and for developers. I provide some considerations, also based on personal 
experiences with this type of research. 
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An Examination of Evolving Crowd Management Strategies at Pilgrimage Sites: A 
Case Study of ‘Hajj’ in Saudi Arabia, 188 -212 
The growing popularity of large crowded events has complicated their management, leading to 
the exploration of new crowd management strategies targeted at streamlining operations to 
address the risks from stampedes, infrastructure collapse, health, and terrorist threats. The 
emphasis has been to alleviate financial losses, keep event organizers safe from liability, and 
most importantly keep the attendees safe. Effective communication among and between 
officials and guests has been identified as a key element in this process. However, few scholars 
have investigated these strategies among heterogeneous crowds that congregate at religious 
sites. To overcome this gap, the authors use a case study approach focusing on initiatives 
adopted in managing approximately 3 million pilgrims from over 140 countries, congregating in 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia during the Hajj pilgrimage season. Findings suggest that the recently 
popularized use of Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) wrist bands for counting pilgrims at 
ports of entry and mosque gates alone is inadequate. A more networked approach that 
integrates the voices of Hajj pilgrims in risk communication is needed. Setting up Community 
Response Grids (CRGs) to use social media channels among pilgrim visitors need to be 
explored. 
 
Military Foreign Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (FHA/FDR) Evolution: 
Lessons Learned for Civilian Emergency Management Response and Recovery 
Operations, 274 -308 
The military and civilian models for emergency management differ significantly in both structure 
and execution. In order to appreciate the differences, similarities, and potential value of each 
approach, it is important to first frame these systems through a common lens of the emergency 
management cycle, mission areas, and system, as practiced in the United States. This analysis 
deliberately does not focus on the use of military in support of domestic emergency 
management operations within the United States. Instead, case studies were carefully chosen 
to highlight the military contribution to international disaster response through foreign 
humanitarian assistance (FHA) and foreign disaster relief (FDR) military mission. Ultimately the 
strengths and weaknesses of these military emergency support operations were assessed and 
lessons learned extracted. These lessons learned were then aligned with the civilian model and 
recommendations made suggesting the adoption of military techniques to civilian emergency 
management actions in response to catastrophic disasters. 
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INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION POLICY 
Conceptualizing and Measuring Immigration Policies: A Comparative Perspective 
(pages 555–600) 
Liv Bjerre, Marc Helbling, Friederike Römer and Malisa Zobel 
Article first published online: 22 MAY 2014 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12100 
Abstract 
In the last decade, researchers have developed many innovative ideas for the construction of 
indices measuring immigration policies. Methodological considerations have, however, been 
largely absent from the discussion. To close this gap, this paper investigates the characteristics 
of existing indices by critically comparing and discussing them. We start by providing a 
definition of immigration policy which may serve as a benchmark when assessing the indices. 
By means of the analytical framework developed by Munck and Verkuilen (2002), which we 
adapt and customize for our analysis, we then evaluate the conceptualization, measurement, 
and aggregation, as well as the empirical scope of thirteen immigration policy indices. We 
discuss methodological strengths and weaknesses of the indices, how these affect the research 
questions that can be answered and what the next steps in index building within the field of 
immigration policy should be 
 
The “Tiering” of Citizenship and Residency and the “Hierarchization” of Migrant 
Communities: The United Arab Emirates in Historical Context (pages 601–632) 
Manal A. Jamal 
Article first published online: 13 FEB 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12132 
Abstract 
The local population of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) constitutes less than 11.5 percent of the 
total population. In response to their growing numerical minority status, many Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states, including the UAE, have become more stringent about their citizenship, 
nationality, and employment policies. The natural questions to follow are: Why have UAE 
nationality and citizenship laws diverged from the anticipated “opening” of nationality and 
citizenship policies that some assumed would accompany globalization? In the specific context 
of the UAE, what factors have shaped and changed these policies over time? 
 
MIGRATION IMPACTS 
The Impact of Temporary Migration on Source Countries (pages 697–726) 
Nicola Cantore and Massimiliano Calì 
Article first published online: 10 APR 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12178 
Abstract 
We quantify the home country effects of different types of temporary and permanent migration 
patterns using a global integrated model for three developing countries. Our results suggest 
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that migration (whether permanent or temporary) is beneficial for income as well as for poverty 
reduction in the home countries as it raises remittances, labor productivity, trade, and foreign 
direct investment and it provides incentives for human capital accumulation. These channels 
offset the negative impact of “brain drain.” In the simulations, temporary migration programs 
yield better outcomes than permanent migration due to the productivity gains induced in the 
home countries by returning migrants. 
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Summary 
In the last months of 2015, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), introduced in 1990, will 
be declared at an end, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), running to 2030, will be 
launched.1 The reduced representation of health, from three of eight MDGs to one of 17 SDGs, 
has been met with disappointment by the global health community. However, we suggest that 
the SDGs offer substantial, and possibly strengthened, opportunities to improve child health 
worldwide and in the UK. 
 
Comment 
Reframing NCDs and injuries for the poorest billion: a Lancet Commission 
Gene Bukhman, Ana Olga Mocumbi, Richard Horton 
Summary 
In the post-2015 era, the Sustainable Development Goals have come to include non-
communicable diseases (NCDs). And yet the world's poorest people are still unlikely to benefit 
from this expanded focus. Despite efforts by WHO and many others, the development 
community has mainly understood NCDs as a problem linked to ageing, urbanisation, affluence, 
and lifestyle choices.1 This perspective is also reflected in some of the agreed global targets for 
NCD control.2 
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Perspective 
Politics and Universal Health Coverage — The Post-2015 Global Health Agenda 
Vin Gupta, M.D., Vanessa B. Kerry, M.D., Eric Goosby, M.D., and Robert Yates, M.B.A. 
N Engl J Med 2015; 373:1189-1192 
September 24, 2015 
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMp1508807 
When the United Nations summit for the adoption of the post-2015 development agenda begins 
on September 25, the attainment of universal health coverage (UHC) is expected to garner 
substantial attention. Bolstered by increasing evidence that UHC improves health outcomes,1 
countries are seeking to build health-related goals around the concept of health care for all. Yet 
many lower- and middle-income countries (LMICs) have not created UHC systems. How can the 
global community translate vision into policy, especially in the face of complicated politics? 
 
To elucidate some of the political dynamics involved, we developed a conceptual model 
describing sociopolitical factors that have helped catalyze reform in selected countries. We 
focused on trends over time in these variables during the lead-up to major health care 
legislation. Based on interviews with high-level former policymakers, civil-society members, and 
academics who oversaw the successful implementation of UHC initiatives in LMICs, our 
framework draws on information from Chile, Mexico, China, Thailand, Turkey, and Indonesia — 
countries with emerging economies that have recently instituted UHC schemes. 
 
We sought to understand how each country's political landscape evolved to support UHC, 
examining how key factors had changed in the years preceding health care reform. We aimed 
to highlight the dominant sociopolitical forces that influenced debates on welfare expansion, 
rather than including all potential variables. Moreover, since several of these variables are 
challenging to define quantitatively, we tried to characterize patterns of change — whether the 
condition or characteristic was increasing or decreasing during the years immediately preceding 
reform. We hope that illumination of these political roadmaps can help other LMICs address 
complicated domestic politics and relevant social ills in pursuing legislative change. 
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The first variable we identified, social solidarity, is perhaps the hardest to measure; it reflects 
the willingness of a citizenry to support expansion of the welfare state. Historically, quantitative 
metrics have been used to show that greater social cohesion is associated with low levels of 
income inequality, crime, government corruption, and rising per-capita gross domestic product. 
By such measures, Chile would appear to have the most cohesive society of the six countries 
we studied, since it has used its comparative wealth to nurture an educated citizenry with free 
access to media, information, and other resources. Turkey and Mexico are also comparatively 
affluent countries with moderate income inequality and growing rates of literacy and skilled 
labor as measured, for instance, by the Knowledge Index (see the Supplementary Appendix, 
available with the full text of this article at NEJM.org). 
 
We found no evidence, however, that economic strength necessarily translated into strong 
societal solidarity. Representatives of Chile, Mexico, Turkey, and China note that the 
heterogeneity of their peoples' political beliefs, cultural values, and religious affiliations create 
clear societal fault lines that would be expected to hinder expansion of a public good such as 
UHC. Assessments based on formal metrics such as the Global Peace Index, which measures 
societal cohesion, corroborate these observations.2 Indeed, expansion of social welfare 
programs is often viewed as a zero-sum proposition: the quality of medical care is expected to 
decline, or budgetary resources to be sapped, as health coverage expands. Chilean officials cite 
the frequency of protests against the governing regime, and experts on Turkey and Mexico note 
racial, sex-based, and socioeconomic disparities that have resulted in fractious societies. In 
China, authoritarian policies are considered the primary cause of poor social solidarity. By 
contrast, observers in Thailand and Indonesia perceive considerable social harmony attributable 
to the near-universality of Buddhism and Islam, respectively, in those countries; religion is a 
socially unifying force despite their relative poverty. 
 
The second factor, economic growth, was present in all six countries when they adopted UHC in 
the early-to-mid-2000s. Julio Frenk, Mexico's minister of health during its implementation of 
Seguro Popular, told us how strong financial health not only permitted the government to 
finance welfare expansion but tempered objections from members of the finance ministry who 
favored greater austerity. 
 
The third variable, legislative decorum, is meant to capture the relative ease of ensuring that 
the political agenda of an incumbent party or regime becomes law. This variable depends on 
the functionality and power of a country's legislature. In Thailand, for example, the executive 
and legislative branches unwaveringly support extant UHC schemes despite an otherwise 
contentious political climate. Most of the other countries may face disagreements on 
implementation but no ongoing efforts to repeal UHC policies. In China and Turkey, the lack of 
opposition may be attributable to political systems that thwart opposition of any kind. In Mexico 
and Indonesia, health care reform efforts have been spearheaded by popular presidents such as 
Vicente Fox and Joko Widodo. Although Fox didn't run on welfare-state expansion nearly to the 
extent that Widodo did, his appointees pushed UHC forward aggressively in the early 2000s, 
and Seguro Popular arguably became his most enduring legacy. Populism holds strong appeal in 
emerging democratic economies, and supporting expansion of social welfare policies such as 
UHC is a proven electoral strategy. 
 
The final two variables may be the most vulnerable to change over time. Public disaffection 
refers to a consensus that an incumbent regime is not competent to provide government 
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services such as health coverage or social assistance. In an interview, Harvard's Rifat Atun, an 
expert on Turkey's path to UHC, described how a decade of dysfunctional governments and 
social outrage after the 1999 Marmara earthquake precipitated the election of a populist, Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan, who promoted UHC as a central campaign promise. In Mexico, Frenk helped to 
cultivate public outrage in the rural provinces by drawing attention to the inequities of the 
Mexican health system. In China, according to Harvard's William Hsiao, fears of grassroots 
revolution contributed to the Communist Party decision to expand the welfare state. 
 
Finally, five of the six countries had a transformative leader who was elected with a populist 
mandate; only China lacked such a leader. The near-universality of this factor suggests that 
countries require charismatic and committed leadership to attain UHC. (Indeed, even UHC 
systems in high-income countries in Europe and North America have been associated with 
political champions — Bismarck in Germany, Obama in the United States, Douglas in Canada, 
and Bevan in the United Kingdom.) 
 
We offer this model as a first step in elucidating the politics that have shaped some UHC 
movements. We focused on trends, not current status alone, among sociopolitical conditions 
that have promoted reform. Elements of the model have been considered by others. For 
example, U.S. Senators Ron Wyden (D-OR) and Michael Bennett (D-CO) have described the 
importance of both popular will and a functional legislature working in a bipartisan manner to 
pass UHC.3 European health policy experts have remarked on the importance of charismatic 
and committed leadership in bolstering European UHC movements.4 Perhaps the most well-
established factor is the influence of mass media and the Internet in framing debates on a 
regime's welfare policies.5 As experience in Mexico and Turkey highlights, mass-media 
campaigns using powerful language to define a UHC movement can rally the public behind an 
otherwise failing and unpopular incumbent. 
 
Of course, it is difficult to determine the extent to which each variable contributed to successful 
legislation, what the most crucial ingredient was, and to what degree it was modifiable; further 
work is needed to elucidate these subtleties. We hope, however, that the framework generates 
discussion within LMICs such as Bolivia, Nigeria, Turkmenistan, and Venezuela, which have 
some of the necessary political ingredients to pursue UHC but have thus far failed to achieve it. 
What gaps exist in these countries, and are the relevant conditions changeable? As the global 
health and development community embarks on new goals, a better understanding of the links 
between health and politics could help foster durable changes that increase access to health 
care. 
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Abstract 
Background 
A candidate tetravalent dengue vaccine is being assessed in three clinical trials involving more 
than 35,000 children between the ages of 2 and 16 years in Asian–Pacific and Latin American 
countries. We report the results of long-term follow-up interim analyses and integrated efficacy 
analyses. 
Full Text of Background... 
Methods 
We are assessing the incidence of hospitalization for virologically confirmed dengue as a 
surrogate safety end point during follow-up in years 3 to 6 of two phase 3 trials, CYD14 and 
CYD15, and a phase 2b trial, CYD23/57. We estimated vaccine efficacy using pooled data from 
the first 25 months of CYD14 and CYD15. 
Full Text of Methods... 
Results 
Follow-up data were available for 10,165 of 10,275 participants (99%) in CYD14 and 19,898 of 
20,869 participants (95%) in CYD15. Data were available for 3203 of the 4002 participants 
(80%) in the CYD23 trial included in CYD57. During year 3 in the CYD14, CYD15, and CYD57 
trials combined, hospitalization for virologically confirmed dengue occurred in 65 of 22,177 
participants in the vaccine group and 39 of 11,089 participants in the control group. Pooled 
relative risks of hospitalization for dengue were 0.84 (95% confidence interval [CI], 0.56 to 
1.24) among all participants, 1.58 (95% CI, 0.83 to 3.02) among those under the age of 9 
years, and 0.50 (95% CI, 0.29 to 0.86) among those 9 years of age or older. During year 3, 
hospitalization for severe dengue, as defined by the independent data monitoring committee 
criteria, occurred in 18 of 22,177 participants in the vaccine group and 6 of 11,089 participants 
in the control group. Pooled rates of efficacy for symptomatic dengue during the first 25 months 
were 60.3% (95% CI, 55.7 to 64.5) for all participants, 65.6% (95% CI, 60.7 to 69.9) for those 
9 years of age or older, and 44.6% (95% CI, 31.6 to 55.0) for those younger than 9 years of 
age. 
Full Text of Results... 
Conclusions 
Although the unexplained higher incidence of hospitalization for dengue in year 3 among 
children younger than 9 years of age needs to be carefully monitored during long-term follow-
up, the risk among children 2 to 16 years of age was lower in the vaccine group than in the 
control group. (Funded by Sanofi Pasteur; ClinicalTrials.gov numbers, NCT00842530, 
NCT01983553, NCT01373281, and NCT01374516.) 
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September 24, 2015 
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMe1509442 
Initial text 
The most advanced candidate vaccine against dengue viruses, called CYD-TDV, is progressing 
toward potential registration and review by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 2016. CYD-
TDV is a formulation of four chimeric yellow fever 17D vaccine viruses, each one engineered to 

http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/373/13/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1506223#Background
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1506223#Methods
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1506223#Results
http://clinicaltrials.gov/show/NCT00842530
http://clinicaltrials.gov/show/NCT01983553
http://clinicaltrials.gov/show/NCT01373281
http://clinicaltrials.gov/show/NCT01374516
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe1509442
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/373/13/


express the surface envelope and prM (membrane) proteins from one of the four serotypes of 
dengue virus. The surface envelope protein is a target of virus-neutralizing antibodies. The 
safety and efficacy of CYD-TDV after the administration of three doses over a 12-month period 
was recently measured in two pediatric phase 3 trials in Latin America1 and Southeast Asia.2 
The short-term safety profile was encouragingly benign. However, the efficacy profile during 25 
months of disease surveillance was complex. The most striking benefit to vaccinees was a large 
reduction (by 67 to 80%) in dengue hospitalizations. On the other hand, efficacy against any 
disease caused by serotype 2 viruses ranged from 35 to 50% and was lower still for vaccine 
recipients who were seronegative at baseline (i.e., those with no serologic evidence of previous 
dengue virus infection). 
 
Hadinegoro et al. now provide in the Journal3 updated efficacy results from the third year of 
hospital-based surveillance from two phase 3 trials (CYD14 and CYD15) and the third and 
fourth years of one phase 2b trial (CYD23/57). Most eye-catching is the suggestion that CYD-
TDV vaccination was associated with an elevated risk of hospitalization for dengue among 
children younger than 9 years of age (but most markedly, among those 2 to 5 years of age) 
when they were naturally infected in the third year after vaccination. There is some comfort in 
the fact that CYD-TDV vaccination did not increase the frequency of genuinely severe, life-
threatening complications (e.g., dengue shock syndrome)… 
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Erica E. Harris1, Julie A. Ruth1 
1Rutgers University–Camden, NJ, USA  
Abstract 
Nonprofit organizations rely on contributions to achieve mission-based objectives. While many 
determinants of contributions have been uncovered (e.g., fundraising budget, organization age, 
and operational efficiency), little is known about the role that celebrity affiliation plays in 
generating contributions. Using a sample of more than 500 industry-diverse charities with 
known celebrity affiliations, we find support for the celebrity-lift hypothesis—that celebrity-
affiliated nonprofits are associated with increased contributions. We also find that celebrity 
affiliation has a substitution effect such that fundraising expenses are lower at celebrity-
affiliated organizations.  
 
Nonprofit Performance - Accounting for the Agency of Clients 
Lehn M. Benjamin1, David C. Campbell2 
1Indiana University, Indianapolis, USA  
2University of California, Davis, USA  
Abstract 
Performance is a key concern for nonprofits providing human services. Yet our understanding of 
what drives performance remains incomplete. Existing outcome measurement systems track the 
programmatic activities staff complete and the extent to which participants respond in 
programmatically intended ways. However, clients do not just receive services and respond as 
intended and staff do not simply complete program activities. Drawing on a data set of 47 
interviews with frontline staff in eight human service nonprofits, we show how frontline staff 
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work in a partnership with clients to set an agenda for change and achieve desired results. We 
call this co-determination work and argue that it represents a critical and often neglected 
dimension of nonprofit performance.  
 
National Culture and Prosocial Behaviors - Results From 66 Countries 
Gil Luria1, Ram A. Cnaan2,3, Amnon Boehm1 
1University of Haifa, Israel  
2University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA  
3Kyung Hee University, South Korea  
Abstract 
Numerous studies have attempted to explain prosocial behaviors. Most of these studies focus 
on individual and contextual factors. Although existing data on the national level have 
demonstrated significant differences between countries in the frequency of prosocial behaviors, 
the reasons for these differences have rarely been explored. We hypothesize that Hofstede’s 
national culture perspective can explain this variance. We applied five societal culture structures 
to explaining cross-national variations: individualism (IND)–collectivism, power distance (PD), 
uncertainty avoidance (UA), masculinity, and future orientation (FO). Analysis of data from 66 
countries supported our hypotheses: IND correlated positively and PD correlated negatively with 
prosocial behaviors. Contrary to our hypothesis, UA and FO correlated negatively with prosocial 
behaviors. Furthermore, PD and UA interact with IND in prediction of prosocial behaviors. We 
further explored the effect of the cultural dimensions on specific prosocial behaviors separately 
and found which of them are related to the cultural dimensions.  
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Abstract 
The current Ebola outbreak poses a threat to individual and global public health. Although the 
disease has been of interest to the scientific community since 1976, an effective vaccination 
approach is still lacking. This fact questions past global public health strategies, which have not 
foreseen the possible impact of this infectious disease. To quantify the global research activity 
in this field, a scientometric investigation was conducted. We analyzed the research output of 
countries, individual institutions and their collaborative networks. The resulting research 
architecture indicated that American and European countries played a leading role regarding 
output activity, citations and multi- and bilateral cooperations. When related to population 
numbers, African countries, which usually do not dominate the global research in other medical 
fields, were among the most prolific nations. We conclude that the field of Ebola research is 
constantly progressing, and the research landscape is influenced by economical and 
infrastructural factors as well as historical relations between countries and outbreak events. 
Author Summary 
For the first time in the history of the disease, the Ebola virus left its local setting and affected 
people not only in isolated rural areas, but reached larger towns and cities leading to worldwide 
repercussions. This development prompted a joint global response to this health threat. This 
encompassed not only immediate relief efforts, but also an up search in global research work. 
In this study, the scientific output in Ebola research available in one of the mayor medical 
search platforms was characterized. We studied among others the origin of research, the 
collaboration between countries and the research topics. Partly, the obtained data was 
weighted against economic parameters. We attained a detailed map of the research activities 
from the discovery of Ebola in 1976 up to today. Our research provides the first overview of the 
worldwide Ebola research output. It might help stakeholders in Ebola research to better plan 
investigations with a global perspective. 
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10.1371/journal.pntd.0003852 
Introduction [excerpt] 
War and the ensuing health system breakdowns in the Islamic State (IS)–occupied Syria and 
Iraq significantly increase the risk of a new wave of infectious disease epidemics in the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA). Proactive engagement to enable health system capacity and 
resilience—including expanding immunization programs and building biotechnology capacity for 
vaccines that specifically target diseases in the region—would help minimize the impact if and 
when outbreaks occur. A program of vaccine science diplomacy with selected countries in the 
MENA region could help to avert an international public health crisis possibly similar in scope 
and magnitude to the 2014 Ebola virus outbreak in West Africa… 
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   The World Health Organization defines female genital cutting as any procedure that removes 
or injures any part of a female's external genitalia for nonmedical reasons (1). Cutting brings no 
documented health benefits and leads to serious health problems. Across six African countries, 
for example, a cohort of 15-year-old girls is expected to lose nearly 130,000 years of life 
because of cutting (2). We report data that question an influential approach to promoting 
abandonment of the practice.  
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