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Editor’s Note: 
The Sentinel resumes publication today following annual leave for the editor. This 
edition covers highlights for the interim period since 2 August 2015. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 
Contents [click on link below to move to associated content] 
:: Week in Review 
:: Key Agency/IGO/Governments Watch - Selected Updates from 30+ entities 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch - Media Releases, Major Initiatives, Research 
:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch -Selected Updates 
:: Journal Watch - Key articles and abstracts from 100+ peer-reviewed journals 
  
 
:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad themes is 
a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not intended 
to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
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Editor’s Note: 
The growing, multiple crises across the globe involving refugees, migrants and internally-
displaced persons leads us to aggregate the summary below, including the extensive activity by 
the IOM over the last week. 
 
Refugees/Migrants/IDPs  [to 29 August 2015] 
 
Geneva Press Briefing: WHO, OCHA, UNCTAD, UNHCR, IOM, OHCHR, UNICEF 28 Aug 
2015  
- Biweekly Geneva Press Briefing Chaired by Ahmad Fawzi, Interim Director of the United 
Nations Information Service in Geneva  
:: Extensive briefing on the refugee/migrant crises. 
:: Briefing Summaries 
 
::::::: 
 
Lamenting Recent Migrant, Refugee Deaths, Secretary-General Appeals to 
Governments for Bolstered Efforts Ahead of Global Meeting at UN Headquarters 
28 August 2015 
SG/SM/17039-REF/1210 
The following statement by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon was issued today: 
 
I am horrified and heartbroken at the latest loss of lives of refugees and migrants in the 
Mediterranean and Europe.  Yesterday saw the grim discovery of the bodies of more than 
70 people inside a truck abandoned near the Austrian border with Hungary.  Reports indicate 
that many of the victims were Syrian asylum seekers — including children. 
 
Recent days have brought yet more news of hundreds of refugees and migrants drowning in 
perilous journeys on the sea.  Earlier this year, I visited search and rescue operations in the 
Mediterranean.  Despite the concerted and commendable efforts of the joint European search 
and rescue operation, which has saved tens of thousands of lives, the Mediterranean Sea 
continues to be a death trap for refugees and migrants. 
 
These repeated tragedies underscore the ruthlessness of people smugglers and traffickers 
whose criminal activities extend from the Andaman Sea to the Mediterranean to the highways 
of Europe.  It also highlights the desperation of people seeking protection or a new life. 
 
A large majority of people undertaking these arduous and dangerous journeys are refugees 
fleeing from places such as Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan.  International law has stipulated — and 
States have long recognized — the right of refugees to protection and asylum.  When 
considering asylum requests, States cannot make distinctions based on religion or other identity 
nor can they force people to return to places from which they have fled if there is a well-
founded fear of persecution or attack.  This is not only a matter of international law; it is also 
our duty as human beings. 
 
I commend those leaders and communities who have stepped up to our shared responsibilities 
and obligations.  But much more is required.  I appeal to all Governments involved to provide 
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comprehensive responses, expand safe and legal channels of migration and act with humanity, 
compassion and in accordance with their international obligations. 
 
Let us also remember:  the high number of refugees and migrants are a symptom of deeper 
problems — endless conflict, grave violations of human rights, tangible governance failures and 
harsh repression.  The Syrian war, for example, has just been manifested on a roadside in the 
heart of Europe. 
 
In addition to upholding responsibilities, the international community must also show greater 
determination in resolving conflicts and other problems that leave people little choice but to 
flee.  Failing that, the numbers of those displaced — more than 40,000 per day — will only rise. 
 
This is a human tragedy that requires a determined collective political response.  It is a crisis of 
solidarity, not a crisis of numbers.  I am encouraged that these issues will be an area of focus 
and priority when world leaders gather at the United Nations Headquarters in New York next 
month for the opening of the General Assembly.  I am organizing a special meeting devoted to 
these global concerns on 30 September. 
 
::::::: 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 29 
August 2015] 
Migrant crisis: “Let’s not pretend Europe’s response is working” – UN rights expert 
warns 
8/28/2015  Press Releases 
GENEVA (25 August 2015) – The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the human rights of 
migrants, François Crépeau, today called on the European Union to establish a human rights-
based, coherent and comprehensive migration policy* which makes mobility its central asset. “It 
is the only way in which the EU can reclaim its border, effectively combat smuggling and 
empower migrants,” he said. 
 
“Let’s not pretend that what the EU and its member states are doing is working. Migration is 
here to stay,” Mr. Crépeau stressed. “Building fences, using tear gas and other forms of 
violence against migrants and asylum seekers, detention, withholding access to basics such as 
shelter, food or water and using threatening languagee or hateful speech will not stop migrants 
from coming or trying to come to Europe.”   
 
“Territorial sovereignty is about controlling the border, knowing who comes in and who leaves. 
It has never been about sealing the border to migration,” the expert said. “Democratic borders 
are porous by nature. Providing migrants and asylum seekers with legal and safe mobility 
solutions will ensure such a control.” 
 
The Special Rapporteur urged Europeans to start focusing on regaining control of their external 
border from the smugglers by increasing mobility solutions available to most migrants, investing 
in integration measures – especially through supporting the action of cities – and developing a 
strong public discourse on diversity and mobility as cornerstones for contemporary European 
societies. 
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“If Europeans want their governments to regain control of their borders, then they must urge 
them to bank on mobility and offer migrants and asylum seekers official channels to enter and 
stay in Europe,” the human rights expert said.  
 
“Opening up the regular labour markets through smart visas allowing people to come to look for 
work and incentivise them to return if they don’t find the job in question would allow for a much 
better regulated and controlled official labour market,” Mr. Crépeau noted. 
 
However, he cautioned, such measures must be supported with sanctions against employers 
who exploit irregular migrants in underground labour markets (in agriculture, construction, care 
or hospitality). “This would considerably reduce the pull factor they exercise on irregular 
migrants and further reduce the market for recruiters, smugglers and exploitative employers,” 
the expert said. 
 
“In addition, there is an obvious urgent need for Europe to create, jointly with other Global 
North countries, a massive resettlement programme for refugees like Syrians and Eritreans that 
could offer protection to 1.5 or 2 million of them over the next five years,” he said, highlighting 
that such a programme would impact the market for smugglers and allow European countries 
to decide who comes and make appropriate preparations. 
 
The Special Rapporteur recalled that, last year, saving lives of migrants and asylum seekers at 
sea was seen as a moral imperative by the international community, which then put pressure 
on the EU to intervene and save the lives of those on the boats. The expert welcomes the 
positive steps taken by the EU and its member states in rescuing migrants and asylum seekers 
at sea. “However, rescuing people who arrive by sea and then turning a blind eye to their plight 
leaving them vulnerable to human rights violations is irresponsible,” the expert said. 
 
“Talking about ‘flows’, ‘marauders’, and ‘swarms’ is an unsubtle way of dismissing the legitimacy 
of the asylum seekers and migrants’ claim to human rights, by creating images linking them to 
toxic waste or natural disasters” he noted. “We are talking about men, women, children and 
even babies, who have faced traumatic experiences. These are people just like you and me, 
and none of us have the moral high ground to say that we would never do the same if we were 
in their shoes.” 
 
The UN Special Rapporteur warned that the political and popular discourse in Europe has seen a 
race to the bottom in the anti-migrant sentiments and use of inappropriate language which is 
often linked to criminalising migrants. “Migrants are human beings with rights. When we 
dehumanise others, we dehumanise ourselves,” he underscored. 
 
Mr. Crépeau called on European political leaders “to show moral and political leadership in 
fighting much more vigorously racism, xenophobia and hate crime, in consolidating the common 
human rights culture that is now framing the evolution of all traditions, in strengthening the 
free movement of persons throughout the EU while developing regulated mobility solutions at 
its external borders, and in celebrating the diversity of cultures and religions as enrichment for 
everyone, citizens and foreigners alike.” 
 
::::::: 
 



IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
IOM on Latest Austrian Truck Tragedy 
08/28/15 
   Austria - IOM condemns the shameful act of neglect that the Austrian authorities say resulted 
in the suffocation of some 71 migrants in the back of a truck in Austria. 
 
IOM Monitors Migrant Flows into Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
08/28/15 
   An estimated 1,500-2,000 migrants are crossing from Greece to the Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) and on into Serbia every 24 hours. 
 
Displacement Escalates in Iraq  
08/28/15 
   Iraq - IOM Iraq’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) updated figures, released yesterday, 
identified 3,176,946 internally displaced Iraqis (529,491 families) across Iraq from January 2014 
to 13 August 2015. 
 
IOM Aids Colombian Deportees from Venezuela  
08/28/15 
   Colombia - IOM has joined a humanitarian team of government entities and international 
agencies assisting the over 1,000 Colombians who have been deported from Venezuela in the 
last few days.  
 
IOM Highlights Psychosocial Needs of Displaced People in Eastern Nigeria  
08/28/15 
   Nigeria - IOM, with financial support from the US, French and German governments, has 
released a report based on a psychosocial needs assessment of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) carried out in Yola, Adamawa State, in eastern Nigeria in April 2015. 
 
IOM Seoul Hosts Counter Trafficking Policy Seminar  
08/28/15 
   Republic of Korea - The lack of effective indicators to identify trafficking victims in the 
Republic of Korea (ROK) is resulting in a situation where victims are sometimes treated as 
criminals, according to IOM. 
 
IOM Resumes Evacuation of South Sudanese Refugees in Ethiopia 
08/28/15 
   Ethiopia - IOM Ethiopia this week resumed its emergency evacuation of South Sudanese 
refugees from the border, which had been halted since late July 2015 as all receiving camps 
had reached their maximum capacity. 
 
::::::: 
 
Statement by First Vice-President Frans Timmermans and Migration and Home 
Affairs Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos 
European Commission - Statement 
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Brussels, 27 August 2015 
   The news of the 50 migrants found asphyxiated in the hull of a ship last night, and the lost 
souls of 20 or more migrants discovered abandoned in a truck on an Austrian highway today 
are frankly shocking. These are sinister, criminal acts, carried out by smugglers with no scruples 
whatsoever. 
   The news of the 50 migrants found asphyxiated in the hull of a ship last night, and the lost 
souls of 20 or more migrants discovered abandoned in a truck on an Austrian highway today 
are frankly shocking. These are sinister, criminal acts, carried out by smugglers with no scruples 
whatsoever. 
   The migration crisis is not somewhere far away. It is happening right in front of us. 
   Chancellor Faymann is right when he says we cannot go on this way.This is not an Austrian 
crisis. This is not an Italian, French, German or a Greek or a Hungarian crisis. This is a 
European crisis and it requires a collective European response. 
   The Commission put that European response on the table - from increasing our presence at 
sea, to cooperating with countries of origin and transit, to clamping down on smuggling 
networks, making returns more effective and implementing the recently adopted common EU 
asylum rules whilst showing solidarity with frontline countries – we have to address the issue 
from all angles. We already announced that further proposals will come soon. 
   Now is the moment for joint actions, and solidarity with all Member States and our partner 
countries in the region. That is also why we will be visiting several of the most affected Member 
States, starting from Calais on Monday and also Austria on 7 September, to discuss further 
support and joint actions. 
   In the meantime, some of the measures proposed by the Commission have already found 
support. All the others now urgently need to be taken up by the EU’s 28 Member States – even 
those who have until now remained reluctant to do so. 
 
::::::: 
 
IMO’s Sekimizu issues fresh condemnation of Mediterranean people smugglers  
International Maritime Agency 
Briefing - 28/08/2015 
Recent incidents in which hundreds of migrants attempting to cross the Mediterranean to 
Europe have lost their lives, including dozens found dead in the holds of the ships that were 
carrying them, have prompted strong condemnation and refreshed calls for concerted action to 
tackle people smugglers from IMO Secretary-General Koji Sekimizu. 
 
Mr Sekimizu said that smugglers were sending people to sea in craft that were totally unsuitable 
for passengers and crowding them on board to levels that were completely unsafe. 
 
“Not only are these activities illegal,” said Sekimizu, “they are also carried out with a callous 
disregard for human life and a total disrespect for any of the internationally accepted standards 
for safety of life at sea, developed and adopted by IMO. These boats should never be allowed 
to go to sea in the first place, and the perpetrators of these appalling crimes against humanity 
must be stopped.” 
 
Mr Sekimizu praised the efforts of vessels operating under the auspices of the European Union 
in intercepting a number of smuggling voyages and saving thousands of lives. However, while 
commending the efforts of those participating in rescue operations, including navies, coast 
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guards, merchant ships and private vessels for their role in rescuing the survivors of these 
potentially deadly voyages, Mr. Sekimizu called for stronger action by governments and the 
international community to prevent migrants undertaking risky sea passages in the first place.  
 
“The sea is an unforgiving place. Any rescue operation is a dangerous undertaking for all 
concerned and places lives at risk – including those of the rescuers,” he said. “Ideally, these 
vessels should be prevented from taking to sea at all. I urge governments and humanitarian 
organizations to better manage migration ashore and authorities in the departure zones to 
redouble their efforts to keep overloaded, unsafe vessels from taking to sea.” 
 
A special session of IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee on unsafe mixed migration by sea was 
held on 9 June, when it was agreed that greater focus needs to be placed on addressing unsafe 
migration by sea through more safe and regular migration pathways. Addressing the meeting, 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said this global issue required everyone to work together 
with a comprehensive approach, which would protect human rights, uphold international law 
and recognize the benefits of migration. The Maritime Safety Committee agreed to continue to 
address matters pertaining to "Unsafe mixed migration by sea", and invited IMO’s Facilitation 
Committee and Legal Committee to do the same.  
 
Mr Sekimizu said the current situation was a truly humanitarian crisis and was simply not 
sustainable.  
 
In July, a new inter-agency platform for information sharing on migrant smuggling by sea was 
launched by IMO, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), in order to better understand unsafe mixed migration by 
sea. It is anticipated that the platform will assist in improved monitoring of incidents associated 
with unsafe and irregular mixed migration by sea globally, with a view to better analysis of 
trends and the identification of potential solutions. 
 
The platform was initiated following the Inter-agency High-level Meeting to Address Unsafe 
Mixed Migration, which was held at IMO Headquarters in March, with the aim of aim of 
facilitating dialogue and promoting enhanced cooperation and harmonization between United 
Nations agencies, international organizations, non-governmental organizations, Governments 
and the shipping industry.  
 
::::::: 
 
INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION IN THE AMERICAS: Third Report of the Continuous 
Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI) 2015 
Organization of American States (OAS), OECD 
234 pages  :: pdf - http://www.oas.org/docs/publications/SICREMI-2015-ENGLISH.pdf 
Overview from press release 
   In the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, international migration increased by 
17% between 2010 and 2013. At this rate of increase, the level of immigration flows would 
double in four years, according to the Third Report of the Continuous Reporting System on 
International Migration in the Americas – (SICREMI 2015), jointly produced by the OAS, 20 of 
its member countries and the OECD, with technical support from the Multilateral Investment 
Fund of the IDB. 
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   The report also highlights: 
:: The growing immigration in Latin America and the Caribbean is essentially due to increasing 
intra-regional migration. 
:: The level of authorized migration increased 60 percent between 2010 and 2013, mostly in 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Mexico. 
:: Large increases in immigrant populations occurred mostly within the same region or from 
neighboring regions. 
:: The United States is the main country of residence of the migrants of the region, with the 
following exceptions: for Nicaraguans, Costa Rica is the main country of residence; for 
Bolivians, Chileans, Paraguayans, and Uruguayans, it is Argentina; for Colombians, Venezuela; 
for Argentines, Spain; for Surinamese, the Netherlands, and for U.S. citizens, Mexico. 
:: In the Caribbean, 64% of immigrants come from the region itself. 
:: In relation to their population, Argentina, Barbados, Belize and Costa Rica have levels of 
permanent authorized migration higher than that of the US. 
:: In Brazil, Canada, Cuba and the United States the majority of immigrants come from outside 
the hemisphere. 
:: In Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Mexico and Paraguay, the 
majority of migrants come from a single neighboring country. 
:: In the Southern Cone, permits based on international agreements have had a notable effect 
on migration. 
:: Migration to Spain from the Americas in 2013 was 86,000 people, one-fourth of its highest 
level in 2007, when it reached 344,000. 
 
::::::: 
::::::: 
 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
Politics must change to build world we want 
28 AUGUST 2015 
by Martin Chungong, Secretary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
When more than 180 parliamentary leaders from across the globe meet in New York later this 
month, the unique gathering will have the potential to kick-start wide-ranging political action to 
bring dramatic change to our world for generations to come.  
 
As the heads of national parliaments, Speakers of Parliament are also the official voice of all the 
people in their countries. Among the most senior political leaders nationally, they also have the 
power to do politics differently.  
 
That political muscle and a will to effect political reform that empowers all, especially the poor, 
the marginalized, women and youth, will be needed now as never before.  
 
An agreement to be adopted at the UN in September to eradicate poverty in 15 years and to 
leave no-one behind in the quest for peace and prosperity through 17 sustainable development 
goals (SDGs) will be the most ambitious global effort yet to achieve what has proved impossible 
so far.  
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With three billion people still living on less than US$ 2.50 a day, according to the UN, it is clear 
that business-as-usual politics, unreformed economies and infrastructures, and inadequate 
responses to corruption will not deliver the goals. The SDGs provide a mandate to tackle these 
obstacles to progress head-on.  
 
Parliaments are powerful agents of change. It is by ratifying international agreements, passing 
budgets and legislation, monitoring their implementation and ensuring government is 
accountable to the people, that parliaments can drive that change. Their engagement on 
national development plans that put the well-being of the people up front and centre can make 
parliaments the linchpin for success in driving development forward.  
 
This will require the buy-in of 45,000 parliamentarians in the world, representing virtually the 
totality of the global population.  
 
In recent history, one African parliament’s refusal to adopt the national budget unless more 
resources were allocated to maternal and child health is a good case in point. It shows that 
where there is a political will, there is a way. It is also an all-too rare illustration of the power 
parliamentarians have to hold governments to their word. They must never be afraid to wield 
that power.  
 
Reforming economies to prioritize the well-being of people will also go a long way to win back 
trust in parliamentarians and the public’s faith in politics. This is a real challenge facing 
democracy today.  
 
Clearly, the political leadership required to fulfil this vision of a brave new world will have to be 
as much in the hands of the world’s parliamentary leaders as in those of heads of government. 
Speakers of Parliament will de facto be in the vanguard of parliamentary action. After their 
quinquennial World Conference on key global issues ends in New York, their individual 
leadership in mobilizing parliaments will help determine how each country fares in the long run.  
 
However, we know that progress on development is built on solid foundations of peace and 
democracy. Both are under assault today. Our world continues to be threatened by conflict, 
terrorism, abuses of human and political rights and inequality.  A parliament that is 
representative of all voices in society and which unabashedly acts to protect them, is a 
fundamental pillar of the rule of law and good governance. These are also prerequisites for 
sustainable development.  
 
But not all parliaments have the capacity to take on the heavy demands of the SDG baton. 
Countries in conflict, post-conflict, in transition, and with weak or fledgling democracies will 
need help to prepare their parliaments to fulfil their role. Equal attention will have to be paid to 
fulfilling SDG 16 on building effective, accountable institutions as to the other goals.  
 
Governments must not renege on their commitment. Without this essential cog in the 
machinery of implementation, the SDGs will remain laudable but unattainable ideals.  
 
The impetus for change, including of mindsets, must be there at the starting blocks.  There is 
no time to waste. Politicians the world over must fulfil their responsibilities and deliver on the 
demands of their people. It is what the people expect of them.  



 
VIDEO: Fourth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament (IPU) - Press 
Conference 
28 Aug 2015  
The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) on the upcoming Fourth World Conference of Speakers of 
Parliament. Participants: Mr. Saber Chowdhury, President of the IPU; Mr. Martin Chungong, 
Secretary-General of the IPU.  
:: The Fourth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament 
 
:::::: 
 
The Economic & Social Cost of Illiteracy - A snapshot of illiteracy in a global context 
Final report from the World Literacy Foundation 
24 August 2015 :: 18 pages 
Pdf: http://worldliteracyfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/WLF-FINAL-ECONOMIC-
REPORT.pdf 
Executive Summary 
   Over the years, there have been many attempts to place an economic value on the cost of 
illiteracy in various nations. There are disputes about the methodologies used to calculate such 
figures. But the fact remains that it costs the global economy more than USD $1 trillion dollars 
each year because up to one in five people worldwide struggle with illiteracy. 
   Functional illiteracy means a person may be able to read and write simple words, but cannot 
apply these skills to tasks such as reading a medicine label, balancing a chequebook, or filling 
out a job application. 
   Globally, more than 796 million people in the world cannot read and write. About 67 million 
children do not have access to primary school education and another 72 million miss out on 
secondary school education. 
   The findings of this final report include: 
:: The cost of illiteracy to the global economy is estimated at USD $1.2 trillion. 
::The effects of illiteracy are very similar in developing and developed countries. This includes 
illiterates trapped in a cycle of poverty with limited opportunities for employment or income 
generation and higher chances of poor health, turning to crime and dependence on social 
welfare or charity (if available)… 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID Announces $10 Million in New Global Research Collaboration 
Friday, August 28, 2015 
   WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Agency for International Development’s (USAID) U.S. Global 
Development Lab today announced $10 million for 45 new research projects that will address 
evidence gaps and advance technical capacity in critical areas of development. Spanning 23 
USAID partner countries, the 45 new projects are funded through the Partnerships for 
Enhanced Engagement in Research (PEER) program, an initiative designed to foster 
collaborative global research. The U.S. National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and 
Medicine implements the program. 
   “In order to achieve greater development impact, we must work collaboratively to strengthen 
scientific expertise all over the world,” said Ann Mei Chang, Executive Director of the U.S. 
Global Development Lab.  “Through programs like PEER, we support a network of university 
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researchers who are sourcing, developing and applying local solutions to critical development 
challenges around the world.” 
   The latest cohort of PEER projects - representing the fourth cycle of the program - were 
selected from over 500 high-quality proposals and represent close to $50 million dollars of 
leveraged funds through collaborations with U.S.-funded counterparts. Through the PEER 
program, USAID supports researchers in developing countries working in partnership with U.S. 
government-funded researchers. These new awards will allow scientists and engineers to 
collaborate on a variety of crucial research areas, such as wildlife protection, biodiversity 
conservation, water resource sustainability, satellite monitoring of natural resources, fisheries 
management, food security, disaster mitigation, and others. The PEER program also supports 
regional workshops and trainings for awardees. 
   Among the 45 new awards, the PEER program will support: 
   :: Experts from Afghanistan, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan  who are generating sustainable solutions to critical water issues in the region. :: 
Scientists will examine water resource management, glacier dynamics, related policies, and the 
effects of climate change on transboundary water systems. 
   :: American and Kenyan scientists working together as part of East Africa’s strategic efforts to 
reduce threats to the region’s rich wildlife heritage, including poaching, trafficking, disease, and 
human-animal conflicts. 
   :: Use of geospatial data and satellite imagery to investigate climate change through SERVIR, 
a joint program between the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and USAID. 
PEER research projects will strengthen capacity of local stakeholders to integrate earth 
observation information in decision-making, with the goal of improved environmental 
management and resilience to climate change. 
   :: Researchers in Indonesia and Brazil tackling a broad range of biodiversity issues affecting 
livelihoods, food security, climate adaptation, and education. 
   The PEER program is a collaboration between USAID and eight federal science agencies: 
NASA, the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA),the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), the National Science Foundation (NSF), the Smithsonian Institution (SI), the United 
States Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Research Service (USDA/ARS), the United States 
Forest Service (USFS), and the United States Geological Survey (USGS). Since its launch in 
2011, PEER has supported more than 190 researchers in over 40 countries, with a total 
investment of over $45 million.   
   The next call for PEER pre-proposals will open in October 2015.To learn more about the PEER 
program and to view a complete list of the latest award recipients please visit the PEER website. 
 
::::::: 
 
Ebola Situation Report - 26 August 2015  
[Excerpts] 
SUMMARY 
:: There were 3 confirmed cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD) reported in the week to 23 
August, all of which were reported from Guinea. No new confirmed cases were reported from 
Sierra Leone for the second consecutive week. Overall case incidence has held at 3 confirmed 
cases per week for 4 consecutive weeks. In addition, the number of contacts under observation 
continues to fall, from over 800 on 16 August to approximately 600 on 23 August throughout 4 
prefectures in Guinea and 2 districts in Sierra Leone… 
 

http://sites.nationalacademies.org/pga/peer/index.htm
http://apps.who.int/ebola/current-situation/ebola-situation-report-26-august-2015


Sierra Leone celebrates milestone on road to ending Ebola 
   25 August 2015 -- Sierra Leone celebrated an important milestone on Monday, 24 August 
2015. For the first time in more than a year, there are no people being treated for Ebola virus 
disease and no confirmed cases of Ebola in the country. However, Ebola transmission is 
considered officially ended when Sierra Leone goes 42 days with no cases.  
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:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations System Organizational Chart 
:: 8.5" x 11" / 216 x 279 mm :: 11" x 17" / 279 x 432 mm 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
28 August 2015  
SG/SM/17039-REF/1210 
Lamenting Recent Migrant, Refugee Deaths, Secretary-General Appeals to Governments for 
Bolstered Efforts Ahead of Global Meeting at UN Headquarters 
 
28 August 2015  
SG/SM/17038-OBV/1508 
Amid Growing Use of Enforced Disappearances by Non-State Actors, Secretary-General Urges 
Prompt Action in Message on International Day Commemorating Victims 
   Following is UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s message for the International Day of the 
Victims of Enforced Disappearances, observed on 30 August 
 
28 August 2015  
SC/12029 
Security Council, in Statement, Welcomes Peace Accord Signing by South Sudan’s President, 
Affirming Readiness to Ensure Full Compliance 
   Welcoming the 26 August signature by South Sudan’s President Salva Kiir on the agreement 
to resolve the conflict in that country, as well as earlier signatures by other parties, the Security 
Council this afternoon confirmed its intention to move swiftly to update the mandate of the 
United Nations Mission there, known as UNMISS, to support implementation of key tasks in the 
accord. 
 
27 August 2015  
SG/SM/17036-DC/3579 
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Secretary-General, Deeply Disturbed by Ongoing Reports of Chemical Weapons Use in Syria, 
Recalls Security Council Text Stating This Will Not Be Tolerated 
 
27 August 2015  
SC/12025 
Amid Ongoing Devastation, Syria’s Warring Parties Must Allow Humanitarian Access to All 
‘Wherever They May Be Located’, Top Aid Official Tells Security Council 
   The more than four-year-long conflict in Syria was characterized by a “callous disregard for 
human life” that “seemingly knows no bounds”, the top United Nations humanitarian official told 
the Security Council today. 
 
24 August 2015  
SG/SM/17031 
Secretary-General Condemns Terror Acts by Da’esh against Syrian Civilians, Heritage, Outraged 
by Brutal Murder of Retired Chief Archaeologist 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 29 August 
2015] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true 
   “Time is of the essence” – UN experts call for global rules for the immediate search of the 
disappeared International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances - Sunday 30 August 
2015 
8/28/2015  Press Releases 
 
Migrant crisis: “Let’s not pretend Europe’s response is working” – UN rights expert warns 
8/28/2015  Press Releases 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
[to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict [to 29 August 2015] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
24 Aug 2015 
Statement on the situation in Yemen by Leila Zerrougui, Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict 
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Expressing alarm at dramatic increases in the scale and impact of grave violations against 
children in Yemen, Leila Zerrougui today called on all parties to the conflict to respect their 
obligations under international law to protect civilians – including children – from harm… 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40 
50,000 Afghan refugees from Pakistan returned this year under UNHCR voluntary programme  
28 August 2015 
 
Clashes in Central African Republic town of Bambari displaces thousands  
27 August 2015 
 
UNHCR assists refugees at Greece-FYR Macedonia border, reiterates readiness to help affected 
governments  
23 August 2015 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
27 Aug 2015  
Syrian Arab Republic: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Stephen O’Brien, Statement to the Security Council on Syria, New York, 27 August 
2015  
 
27 Aug 2015  
Chad: “Additional financial support now needed”, says Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for 
the Sahel  
 
27 Aug 2015  
Myanmar: Resilient communities of Myanmar face flood recovery with courage and dignity  
 
25 Aug 2015  
South Sudan: Under-Secretary-General Stephen O’Brien Briefing to the Security Council: The 
Humanitarian situation in South Sudan  
 
23 Aug 2015  
Central African Republic: Central African Republic: Humanitarian Coordinator strongly condemns 
attack against humanitarian workers in Bambari  
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UNICEF [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78364.html 
Selected press release and news notes 
New release of children by armed group in Central African Republic brings total to more than 
600 since May 
   BATANGAFO, Central African Republic, August 28 2015 – An additional 163 children – 
including 5 girls - have been released by an armed group in the Central African Republic.  
 
Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus elimination in India will spare thousands of deaths: UNICEF 
   NEW DELHI, 27 August 2015 – The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, announced today 
during the Call to Action 2015 Summit that Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus (MNT) has been 
eliminated in India. This landmark achievement will save the lives of countless mothers and 
their newborns, UNICEF said.  
 
World Tennis No. 1 Novak Djokovic Takes Centre Court For Children With Appointment as 
UNICEF’s Newest Goodwill Ambassador 
   NEW YORK, 26 August 2015 – UNICEF today announced Novak Djokovic’s appointment as a 
Goodwill Ambassador. Djokovic, the number one ranked tennis player in the world, has focused 
on the issues of vulnerable children and their communities through his previous position as a 
UNICEF Serbia Ambassador and his own Novak Djokovic Foundation. 
 
Bringing education to the children of Pibor, South Sudan 
  PIBOR, South Sudan, 25 August 2015 – A national campaign to increase school attendance 
and participation was launched today in the Greater Pibor Administrative Area. 
 
Severe water shortages compound the misery of millions in war-torn Syria - says UNICEF  
   AMMAN, Jordan, 25 August 2015- Amid the unremitting brutality of the war in Syria and a 
scorching summer heat wave, there is increasing evidence that parties to the conflict are using 
water to achieve military and political gains.  
 
UNICEF supports children fleeing violence and on the move in Europe  
   GENEVA/SKOPJE MK, 25 August 2015 - UNICEF has established a child-friendly space with a 
mobile team near Geveglija town, at the border with Greece to provide much needed support to 
women and children on the move through the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases 
IOM on Latest Austrian Truck Tragedy 
08/28/15 
   Austria - IOM condemns the shameful act of neglect that the Austrian authorities say resulted 
in the suffocation of some 71 migrants in the back of a truck in Austria. 
 
IOM Monitors Migrant Flows into Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
08/28/15 
   An estimated 1,500-2,000 migrants are crossing from Greece to the Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) and on into Serbia every 24 hours. 
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Displacement Escalates in Iraq  
08/28/15 
   Iraq - IOM Iraq’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) updated figures, released yesterday, 
identified 3,176,946 internally displaced Iraqis (529,491 families) across Iraq from January 2014 
to 13 August 2015. 
 
IOM Aids Colombian Deportees from Venezuela  
08/28/15 
   Colombia - IOM has joined a humanitarian team of government entities and international 
agencies assisting the over 1,000 Colombians who have been deported from Venezuela in the 
last few days.  
 
IOM Highlights Psychosocial Needs of Displaced People in Eastern Nigeria  
08/28/15 
   Nigeria - IOM, with financial support from the US, French and German governments, has 
released a report based on a psychosocial needs assessment of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) carried out in Yola, Adamawa State, in eastern Nigeria in April 2015. 
 
IOM Seoul Hosts Counter Trafficking Policy Seminar  
08/28/15 
   Republic of Korea - The lack of effective indicators to identify trafficking victims in the 
Republic of Korea (ROK) is resulting in a situation where victims are sometimes treated as 
criminals, according to IOM. 
 
IOM Resumes Evacuation of South Sudanese Refugees in Ethiopia 
08/28/15 
   Ethiopia - IOM Ethiopia this week resumed its emergency evacuation of South Sudanese 
refugees from the border, which had been halted since late July 2015 as all receiving camps 
had reached their maximum capacity. 
 
 
UN Women  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.unwomen.org/news/stories 
Selected Press Releases 
"Because, if not now, when? If not us, who?" – Executive Director  
Date : August 28, 2015  
   Opening remarks by UN Women Executive Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka at the World 
Assembly of Women in Tokyo, Japan on 28 August 2015. 
 
Statement of the Executive Director of UN Women for the 500th day since the Chibok 
kidnappings  
Date : August 25, 2015  
   This week, 500 days will have passed since the kidnapping of more than 200 girls from their 
hostel in Chibok, northern Nigeria. In a statement, UN Women Executive Director Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngcuka calls for the global community to do more to protect girls, as well as boys, and 
prevent the spread of extremist groups such as Boko Haram. 
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Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://undesadspd.org/IndigenousPeoples.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WHO & Regionals [to 29 August 2015] 
Water, sanitation and hygiene to eliminate neglected tropical diseases 
   27 August 2015 -- WHO releases a global plan today to better integrate water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) services with other public health interventions to accelerate progress in 
eliminating and eradicating neglected tropical diseases by 2020. Targeted water and sanitation 
interventions are expected to bolster ongoing efforts to tackle 16 neglected tropical diseases 
that affect more than 1 billion of the world’s most vulnerable populations.  
 
Improving preterm birth outcomes: new guidance  
   August 2015 - WHO’s new guidance WHO recommendations on interventions to improve 
preterm birth outcomes has been launched to help prevent the complications and consequences 
of preterm birth. Adding to efforts worldwide to further reduce child mortality, the guidance 
offers recommendations on interventions which can be provided to the mother when preterm 
birth is imminent and to the preterm infant after birth, with the aim of improving outcomes for 
preterm infants.  
 
WHO Fact Sheets: 
Rabies  
28 August 2015  
Ebola virus disease  
26 August 2015 
 
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
WHO African Region AFRO 
:: Last Ebola case in Sierra Leone 
   Sierra Leone celebrated an important milestone on Monday, 24 August 2015. For the first 
time in more than a year, there are no people being treated for Ebola virus disease and no 
confirmed cases of Ebola in the country. Surrounded by singing, dancing and clapping health-
care workers, Adama Sankou, palm oil trader, was released from the Makheni Ebola treatment 
unit. In the ceremony held to mark the final Ebola case, the President of Sierra Leone, Ernest 
Bai Koroma, described Madame Sankou's release as "the beginning of the end of Ebola.""'Ebola 
nor don don" (Ebola is not yet finished), the President…  
:: WHO staff on the ground essential to breaking Ebola transmission chains - 24 August 2015  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Latin American and Caribbean Countries Commit to a 75% Reduction in New HIV Infections 
in Adults and Young People by 2020 (08/24/2015) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
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WHO European Region EURO 
:: Exploring the cultural contexts of health and well-being 28-08-2015 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Safe corridor needed to deliver health care to over 3 million people in Taiz, Yemen 
Sana’a, 27 August 2015 – In Yemen, conflict and a resulting humanitarian crisis have left 
thousands of people in need of treatment, caused extensive damage to health facilities, and 
fanned a dengue fever outbreak in Taiz. The governorate has witnessed an extreme spike in 
cases of dengue fever in the past 2 weeks and a humanitarian corridor is needed not only to 
ensure access to health care for more than 3 million people in Taiz but to assess the outbreak 
and institute control measures. Read more about the situation in Taiz 
:: Water, sanitation and hygiene to eliminate neglected tropical diseases 
27 August 2015  
:: Pakistan second endemic country to introduce IPV into routine immunization schedule 
24 August 2015  
:: WHO steps up response to the critical health needs in Taiz and Hodeida governorates as the 
humanitarian situation worsens 
23 August 2015  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: WHO, DOH, KOICA Launch AcCESS for MNH project to improve health of mothers and 
newborns in Davao Region  
   DAVAO, Philippines, 28 August 2015 – The World Health Organization (WHO), Korea 
International Cooperation Agency (KOICA), and the Department of Health (DOH) Regional 
Office XI launched on 18 August 2015 at SMEX Convention Center, Davao City a three-year 
Subnational Initiative (SNI) project called "Accelerating Convergence Efforts through Systems 
Strengthening for Maternal and Newborn Health" or AcCESS for MNH. The project aims to 
improve the health of mothers and newborns in 10 local government units (LGUs) in Davao 
Region. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Helen Clark: Speech at World Assembly of Women on “Women’s Empowerment through 
Sanitation” Tokyo, Japan 
Aug 29, 2015 
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Helen Clark: Speech at World Assembly of Women on  “Gender Equality and Women’s 

Leadership” 
Aug 28, 2015 Tokyo, Japan 
 
UNDP launches storytelling contest to amplify climate coverage on the run up to Paris summit 
Aug 27, 2015 
UNDP has launched today a global storytelling contest, Voices2Paris, to contribute to raising 
public awareness on the negative impacts of climate change as well as on the opportunities and 
solutions seen in actions by individuals and governments alike across vulnerable developing 
countries worldwide. 
 
Helen Clark: Bishop Sir Paul Reeves Memorial Lecture 2015 on “The promise and challenge of 
2015 for sustainable development” 
Aug 26, 2015 
Auckland University of Technology (AUT), Auckland, New Zealand 
 
South-South cooperation initiative aims to enhance regional resilience in Africa 
Aug 26, 2015 
African countries convene in Mozambique this week for a south-south Leadership Development 
Forum on climate change and disaster risk reduction (DRR). 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 29 August 2015] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
Selected Press Releases  
Largest Ever Citizen Consultation on Climate Change Fri, Aug 28, 2015  
   The vast majority of global citizens - almost 80 per cent - feel very concerned about the 
impacts of climate change, whilst two out of three citizens think that climate action is an 
opportunity to improve their quality of life. 
   These are the top findings of the largest ever citizen consultation on climate change carried 
out by the more than 100 partners of the World Wide Views Alliance ahead of the UN Climate 
Change Conference in Paris in December. 
   The synthesis report of the study is now available in English, French, English, Spanish, Arabic, 
Russian and Chinese. 
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UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
Selected Press Releases 
Hurricane Katrina raised the bar for disaster risk management 
28 Aug 2015 
   The head of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), Margareta Wahlström, today 
said the true legacy of Hurricane Katrina, America’s costliest hurricane disaster, was to raise the 
bar for disaster risk management worldwide. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/press-releases/ 
Amman Youth Declaration Calls For Action From Local Governments On Peacebuilding  
   Amman, 26 August 2015 – The Amman Youth Declaration on youth and peacebuilding has 
been adopted by the more than 400 youth delegates attending the Global Forum on Youth, 
Peace and Security recently held in Jordan.  
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2015/en/ 
Ancient crops preserved for future generations in Arctic seed vault 
   Potato varieties once thought lost to the Andean people who introduced them to the world 
will now be stored for perpetuity deep in the Arctic ice. The deposit is being made at the 
Svalbard Global Seed Vault, a back-up facility in the permafrost far north of the Arctic Circle 
that currently holds over 860,000 food crop seeds from all over the world. 
27-08-2015 
 
Open-access database will help water-scarce countries get more crop per drop 
   A new open-access data portal to be developed by FAO will use satellite imagery to help 
water-scarce countries in the Near East and North Africa better manage this precious resource. 
24-08-2015 
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IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/index.htm 
26 August: Angola receives IFAD financing to strengthen artisanal fisheries and aquaculture 
English | Portugese  
 
26 August: Kenya and IFAD join with development partners to enhance cereal production in 
semi-arid counties 
English 
 
26 August: IFAD and Cambodia sign historic host country agreement 
English 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
IMO’s Sekimizu issues fresh condemnation of Mediterranean people smugglers 
28/08/2015 Recent incidents in which hundreds of migrants attempting to cross the 
Mediterranean to Europe have lost their lives, including dozens found dead in the holds of the 
ships that were carrying them   
 
Funding agreed for Global Maritime Energy Efficiency Partnerships Project (GloMEEP) 
27/07/2015 IMO, GEF and UNDP sign agreement to allocate US$2.0 million to global maritime 
energy efficiency partnership project.   
 

 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 29 August 2015] 
https://www.wmo.int/media/?q=news  
January – July 2015 Warmest on Record 
25 August 2015  
   The combined globally averaged temperature over land and ocean surfaces for January to 
July 2015, and for the month of July, was the highest on record for the period, driven by 
continuing high sea surface temperatures, according to the U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration… 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.unido.org/en/news-centre/news.html 
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Partnering with the OPEC Fund for International Development to grow shrimp value chain in 
Latin American region  
   VIENNA, 25 August 2015 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
and the OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) will combine their technical and 
financial resources to help improve the productivity... 
 
Norwegian development agency reviews UNIDO, calls it leading implementing agency within the 
Aid-for-Trade family 
   VIENNA, 25 August 2015 – A report commissioned by the Norwegian Agency for Development 
Cooperation (Norad) has found that the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) plays a special and unique role in the field of trade capacity-building (TCB) and is 
widely recognized as a ‘centre of excellence’ in this area.  
   The “Review of Norad’s support to UNIDO’s Trade Capacity-Building Programme 2005-2013”, 
was carried out by the Saana Consulting Group and made public this week… 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
East African countries commit to advance regional tourism cooperation 
   The first UNWTO East Africa Tourism Development Forum brought together Tourism Ministers 
and representatives from East Africa and the Vanilla Islands to explore areas of further regional 
cooperation (Mombasa, Kenya, 20-22 August 2015). 
25 August 2015 
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
US Department of State 
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
USAID [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
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USAID Announces $10 Million in New Global Research Collaboration  
August 28, 2015 
   The U.S. Agency for International Development’s (USAID) U.S. Global Development Lab today 
announced $10 million for 45 new research projects that will address evidence gaps and 
advance technical capacity in critical areas of development. Spanning 23 USAID partner 
countries, the 45 new projects are funded through the Partnerships for Enhanced Engagement 
in Research (PEER) program, an initiative designed to foster collaborative global research. The 
U.S. National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine implements the program. 
 
Maternal and Child Survival Initiative Saves Millions of Lives  
August 26, 2015 
USAID Sets New Goal to Reach Additional 38 Million Women With Increased Access to Care 
During Childbirth 
   The United States Agency for International Development today released a new report 
showing that its maternal and child survival efforts have resulted in nearly two-and-a-half 
million more children surviving and 200,000 maternal deaths averted since 2008 in USAID’s 24 
priority countries. In addition, the USAID report details how to reach 38 million of the most 
vulnerable women around the world with increased access to health care during delivery by 
2020. 
 
USAID Funds Emergency Education for Children in South Sudan  
August 25, 2015 
   The U.S. Government today announced an additional $6 million grant from the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID) to UNICEF to provide education to children and youth 
affected by conflict. The additional contribution brings USAID's total grant to UNICEF for 
emergency education in South Sudan over two years to $23.5 million. 
 
 
DFID  [to 29 August 2015] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/latest?departments%5B%5D=department-for-international-
development 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
EU gives €1.5 million in humanitarian assistance to refugees and migrants in the Western 
Balkans 
26/08/2015 
   The European Commission is releasing an additional €1.5 million in humanitarian funding to 
assist refugees and migrants in Serbia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. The aid 
will support humanitarian partners in helping with the...  
 
The European Union assists 620 Peruvian families affected by the cold wave 
25/08/2015 
   In response to the damages caused by low temperatures in Peru, the European Commission, 
through its Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) has allocated €127 200 to 
meet the most urgent needs of the affected families...  
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:::::: 
 
African Union [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Aug.26.2015 - Aug.28.2015    
African Union Regional Consultative Meeting for Western Africa Region for the Development and 
Consolidation of the Common African Position on the World Humanitarian Summit, Istanbul, 
Turkey 2016 26-28 August 2015, Abuja, Nigeria  
 
 
The African Development Bank Group  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
AfDB unveils plan to empower African Women in Agriculture 
   27/08/2015 - The office of the Special Envoy on Gender (SEOG) and the Department for 
Agriculture and Agro-industry (OSAN) of the African Development Bank (AfDB) launched a new 
report, “Economic Empowerment of African Women through Equitable Participation in 
Agricultural Value Chains” on Thursday, August 27 at its headquarters in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. 
The event gathered high-level participants, including stakeholders from both the private and 
public sectors from the countries and sectors examined by the report – cocoa, coffee, cotton 
and cassava sectors in Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Burkina Faso and Nigeria, respectively. 
 
First two projects of Africa Climate Change Fund approved to support climate finance readiness 
in Africa 
   27/08/2015 - The newly established Africa Climate Change Fund (ACCF) has approved its first 
two projects in the past month. One will support Mali with preparatory funding to advance its 
low-carbon, climate resilient development agenda, and the second will strengthen data and 
information on climate change vulnerabilities and opportunities for 54 African countries. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Union  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
Migrant integration – education indicators in 2014 - Proportion of early school leavers in the EU 
notably higher for non-EU citizens than for nationals  
Statistics | 21/08/2015 11:00 | Eurostat - Statistical Office 
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Joint statement by First Vice-President Timmermans and Commissioner Avramopoulos on Calais 
and European migration priorities  
Justice and citizens rights | 20/08/2015 16:33 | European Commission 
 
 
OECD  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
Migration: When the Borders Expand 
E-223  August 28, 2015 
The SICREMI Report 2015 
   In the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, international migration increased by 
17% between 2010 and 2013. At this rate of increase, the level of immigration flows would 
dou8ble in four years, according to the Third Report of the Continuous Reporting System on 
International Migration in the Americas – (SICREMI 2015), jointly produced by the OAS, 20 of 
its member countries and the OECD, with technical support from the Multilateral Investment 
Fund of the IDB… 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/news/ 
Selected Press Releases 
OIC Condemns Destruction of Historical Monuments in Syria and Iraq by Daesh 
   The Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Iyad Ameen Madani, 
condemned the destruction of historical monuments in Syria and Iraq by Daesh, the latest being 
the Baal Shamin Temple in Syria. Madani said that the action is at variance with all religious and 
humanitarian values and international norms, which encourage the protection of monuments 
and places of worship and all cultural, religious and civilisational symbols... 
27/08/2015 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
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World Trade Organisation [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMF  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Bank [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
World Bank, Novak Djokovic Foundation Partner to Promote Early Childhood Development in 
Serbia and Globally  
   New York, August 26, 2015 – In a major boost for young children around the world, the 
World Bank and the Novak Djokovic Foundation today announced a new partnership to promote 
early childhood development,...  
Press Release  
 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
Politics must change to build world we want 
28 AUGUST 2015 
by Martin Chungong, Secretary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)  
   When more than 180 parliamentary leaders from across the globe meet in New York later this 
month, the unique gathering will have the potential to kick-start wide-ranging political action to 
bring dramatic change to our world for generations to come.  
   As the heads of national parliaments, Speakers of Parliament are also the official voice of all 
the people in their countries. Among the most senior political leaders nationally, they also have 
the power to do politics differently… 
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:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
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initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action. 
This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcement, programs or appeals. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Stop Female Genital Cutting! Join the Alternative!  
Published: 25 August 2015 Marie Kinyanjui  
More than 1200 girls join ARP. 
   Amazing news! On Friday the 28th of August the largest Alternative Rite of Passage (ARP) 
ever will take place in Loitokitok, Kenya. More than 1,200 girls will take part in this passage as a 
way of publicly denouncing Female Genital Cutting. This ritual, that marks the transition from 
girl to woman, thanks to financing of the Dutch Postcode Lottery, has been developed by Amref 
Flying Doctors, together with the Masai. The key to success: an intensive dialogue with the 
tribal elders.  
 
AMREF Kenya Rebrands: Legal Change of Name 
Published: 25 August 2015 Marie Kinyanjui  
   AMREF Kenya is now Amref Health Africa in Kenya August 14th, 2015. Nairobi, Kenya: - 
Under the Non-Governmental Act, AMREF Kenya has legally changed its name to Amref Health 
Africa in Kenya.  
 
Pomp and Colour as Free Fistula Camp is Launched in Kajiado 
Published: 24 August 2015 Marie Kinyanjui  
   A colorful procession through Kajiado town last Friday marked the launch of a free surgical 
camp to treat obstetric fistula, organised by Amref Health Africa and the Kajiado County with 
support from Bayer Healthcare, the Dutch Postcode Lottery and the SRHR Alliance. The camp is 
being held this week at the Kajiado District Hospital, and targets operations of at least 50 
women who have been living with the distressing condition.  
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
National Eye Donation Fortnight Programme  
August 25 – September 8  
   Eye Donation Fortnight Programme is celebrated every year to create awareness on eye 
donation amongst the public. Aravind Eye Hospital, Madurai inaugurated the fortnight 
celebrations organising a walk led by blind people. Staff members after blindfolding their eyes 
participated in the rally from Anna Bus Stand to the hospital following the blind guides. District 
Collector, Sri. L. Subramaniam inaugurated the walk. Around 250 staff members participated. 
On the whole, it was a novel experience for the staff as they could realise how hard it is for a 
blind person to lead a normal life.  
 
Geneva Forum for Health Award for Aravind Eye Care System  
Geneva, Switzerland, May 19  
   Aravind Eye Care System was presented with Geneva Forum for Health Award by the Health 
Practice of McKinsey and Company during the World Health Assembly. The award recognises 
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organization’s innovations in healthcare delivery providing high quality low cost eye care to 
millions across India. Dr. R.D. Ravindran, Chairman received the award on behalf of Aravind.  
 
 
BRAC  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.brac.net/content/stay-informed-news#.VPstwC5nBhV 
BRAC commits to protest violence and sexual harassment against women and girls every month 
   27 August 2015, Dhaka. On 14 April 2015 during the pohela boishakh celebrations around 20 
women and girls were sexually abused in Dhaka University's TSC and Suhrawardy Udyan gate 
areas. Similar kind of incidents took place in different parts of the country on the same day, 
stirring the entire nation. Practices like child marriage, dowry and violence against women and 
girls are issues that Bangladesh continues to struggle with. A national survey carried out by the 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics...  
 
Bangladesh achieves the highest level of breastfeeding and the greatest increase in 
complementary feeding 
   26 August 2015, Dhaka. Interpersonal contact between healthcare workers and mothers have 
produced a large scale improvement in infant and young child feeding programme and in hand 
washing habits, said speakers at a seminar yesterday. Referring to a baseline and an endline 
survey conducted in 2010 and 2014 respectively in 50 sub-districts where community-based 
Alive & Thrive programme was implemented by BRAC, they said exclusive breastfeeding went 
up to 88 per cent from 48 per cent… 
 
BRAC USA - August 2015 Newsletter 
 
 
CARE International  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases.aspx 
New deal just the start of long road to peace in South Sudan, say agencies 
 SOUTH SUDAN 
28 AUGUST 2015 
   The signing of the peace agreement by President Salva Kiir Mayardit is a positive step toward 
ending the brutal 20 month civil war but aid agencies CARE, IRC, Oxfam, and World Vision say 
it is only the beginning of a long, hard journey towards peace and reconciliation. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://drc.dk/news/archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
Casa Alianza  [to 29 August 2015] 
Covenant House [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news 
https://www.covenanthouse.org/ 
Katrina Ten Years Later 
August 25, 2015 
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   Ten years ago Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans.  Covenant House New Orleans and 
Covenant House Texas played a major role in providing immediate crisis care and long-term 
support for victims and their families.  Watch this CBS National News report on New Orleans ten 
years later, and how two brave young people who survived Hurricane Katrina are now part of 
our Covenant House family… 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 29 August 2015]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
Letter to the Editor Regarding NYC Safe  
New York Times, August 17, 2015 
Re “An Initiative Aims to Help Violent Mentally Ill People” (news article, Aug. 7): 
   The introduction of NYC Safe should be the city’s first step in a coordinated and humane 
effort to protect all New Yorkers, including those living with serious mental illness. To truly  
accomplish this, increased investment must be made in community-based mental health  
programs that provide comprehensive supports including, but not limited to, housing… 
KENNETH J. DUDEK 
President, Fountain House 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 29 August 2015]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 29 August 2015]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Minimum standards for age and disability-inclusive humanitarian responses launched 
Posted: 14 August 2015 
   HelpAge International has worked with six other agencies to launch a new set of minimum 
standards to support ageing and disability inclusive responses in humanitarian crises…    
   The Minimum Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action are intended 
to inform humanitarian organisations about the actions needed to ensure their responses are as 
inclusive as possible. It's comprised of key standards and includes sections on shelter, nutrition,    
food security and livelihoods, education, health and protection. 
   "These new minimum standards provide guidance to allow humanitarian actors to review, 
develop and monitor their progress in supporting the needs of these two highly vulnerable 
groups", said Justin Derbyshire, Director of Programmes at HelpAge International. 
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   "As such they make a direct contribution to support the quality and accountability of future 
humanitarian programming."… 
The ADCAP programme 
   The Minimum Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action has been 
developed as part of the Age and Disability Capacity Building (ADCAP) programme, led by 
HelpAge International as part of a portfolio of capacity strengthening projects under the Start 
Network. 
   ADCAP is an initiative of the Age and Disability Consortium, a group of seven agencies 
working to promote age and disability inclusive humanitarian assistance: CBM, 
DisasterReady.org, Handicap International, HelpAge International, IFRC, Oxford Brookes 
University and RedR UK. The programme is funded by the UK Department for International 
Development (DFID) and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). 
 

 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Urgent needs remain as floods reach 1.7 million people in Myanmar  
Posted by The IRC on August 28, 2015  
   The IRC is continuing to respond to widespread flooding in Myanmar that the United Nations 
says has displaced more than 1.7 million people. IRC mobile health teams and water and 
sanitation experts are working urgently to provide medical care, clean water and other 
emergency support in isolated communities. 
 
26 Aug 2015 
South Sudan: Deal Just Start of Long Road to Peace  
 
 

ICRC  [to 29 August 2015] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new 
Families of the missing live with uncertainty about the fate of their loved ones 
News release 
28 August 2015  
   Kampala (ICRC) – Families of thousands of missing persons in northern Uganda continue to 
live in the sorrowful ambiguity of the loss of their loved ones, unsure whether to wait for their 
uncertain return or consider them as dead. 
Yemen: Situation deteriorating in Taiz 
News release 
28 August 2015  
   Geneva / Sana'a – The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is seriously 
concerned about an increase in fighting in the city of Taiz. There has been indiscriminate 
shelling of civilian areas. Essential infrastructure is being destroyed. 
 
Syria: Emergency medical supplies delivered following heavy fighting in north-east  
News release 
27 August 2015  
   Damascus (ICRC) – Health-care needs are growing in north-eastern Syria as a result of the 
fighting, including a bomb explosion in Qamishli on 19 August. Medical supplies have been 
delivered this week to hospitals in the cities of Qamishli, Ras el-Ein and Hassakeh as part of a 

http://www.helpage.org/what-we-do/emergencies/adcap-age-and-disability-capacity-building-programme/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
http://www.rescue.org/blog/urgent-needs-remain-floods-reach-17-million-people-myanmar
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/south-sudan-deal-just-start-long-road-peace-26088
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/families-missing-live-uncertainty-about-fate-their-loved-ones
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/yemen-situation-deteriorating-taiz
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-emergency-medical-supplies-delivered-following-heavy-fighting-north-east
https://www.icrc.org/en/resource-centre/result?t=corporate%2Ftree%3A%22Top%2FDocument+Type%2FNews+release%22&s=lastmodifieddate&sa=0


joint operation by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Syrian Arab 
Red Crescent (SARC). 
 
International Day of the Disappeared: ICRC calls for more efforts to establish fate of missing 
from Bougainville conflict 
News release 
27 August 2015  
   Port Moresby (ICRC) – Governments and civil societies around the world must do more to 
establish the fate and whereabouts of people who disappear in conflicts or other circumstances 
and give stronger support to the families left behind, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross has said. Under international law, this obligation lies clearly with authorities and all former 
parties to the conflict. 
 
Lebanon: Violence erupts in country’s biggest Palestinian camp 
News release 
26 August 2015  
   Beirut / Tyre (ICRC) – Clashes in Ein el-Helweh Palestinian refugee camp in Lebanon's 
southern district of Saida have been among the fiercest in recent years and resulted in many 
casualties. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) today distributed surgical and 
other medical supplies to several health-care facilities treating the wounded inside and outside 
the camp. One of the wounded was transferred to the ICRC's Weapon Traumatology and 
Training Center in Tripoli. In addition, the ICRC today distributed drinking water, jerrycans and 
hygiene kits to 35 families who fled the violence in the camp and found refuge in mosques. 
 
Yemen: ICRC office in Aden attacked 
News release 
25 August 2015  
   Sana'a/Geneva (ICRC) – The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) strongly 
condemns an attack which has taken place on its offices in the city of Aden in Yemen. 
Unidentified gunmen stormed the building on Monday (24 August, 2015) and held staff at 
gunpoint. Cars, cash and equipment were subsequently stolen. As a result, fourteen 
international staff members have been relocated. 
 
Weapons: ICRC sounds alarm on arms trade 
News release 
24 August 2015  
   Geneva/Cancun, Mexico - The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has voiced 
concern that many countries are still involved in illegal arms transfers despite having committed 
themselves to an international treaty to regulate the flow of such weapons. The organisation 
says that hundreds of thousands of civilians are being killed, injured or forcibly displaced in 
conflicts fuelled by such transfers. 
 
 
IRCT  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Islamic Relief   [to 29 August 2015]  
http://www.islamic-relief.org/category/news/ 
“This football match means so much” 
August 28, 2015  
   As part of its work to empower blind people in the Chechen Republic to access mainstream 
opportunities, Islamic Relief has supported a football contest with a difference. 
The tournament, which was held earlier this month in Grozny, saw four teams of blind amateur 
footballers competing on a pitch designed for the Paralympic Games. 
 
Protecting children across the world 
August 26, 2015  

Philippines  
    Islamic Relief’s child protection experts have received specialist training in helping faith 
leaders become agents of positive change. 
 
Aid for stranded Rohingya 
August 24, 2015  
   People displaced from Myanmar and Bangladesh are receiving lifesaving food aid in Islamic 
Relief’s latest project in Indonesia. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 29 August 2015]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press release 
South Sudan: Two MSF Aid Workers Killed as Fighting Continues in Unity State 
August 25, 2015 
    Two South Sudanese aid workers from the international medical humanitarian organization 
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) were killed last week in South Sudan's 
Unity State, where conflict continues to take a heavy toll on the civilian population. 
 
Press release 
Syria: MSF Treats Patients with Symptoms of Exposure to Chemical Agents 
August 25, 2015 
   Four patients exhibiting symptoms of exposure to chemical agents were treated at a hospital 
run by international medical organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF) in northern Syria’s Aleppo governorate on August 21.   
 
Field news 
The Fear that Follows Them: Providing Mental Health Care for Refugees in Chad 
August 27, 2015 
   Attacks perpetrated by Boko Haram in the Lake Chad region of Chad have increased over 
recent weeks, and military presence in the area has also expanded in response. The number of 
people who have been forced to flee their homes has more than doubled, bringing the total 
number of displaced in the area to 75,000. The fear that has been instilled in the population—
consisting of refugees from Niger and Nigeria, as well as Chadians themselves—has only been 
exacerbated by the continuing violence which shows no sign of abating. 
 
Field news 
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Delivering Medical Training for Health Care Workers in Gaza 
August 26, 2015 
   For health care workers living in the Gaza Strip, it is extremely difficult to access the 
specialized medical training they need to develop their skills and provide the best quality care. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Overlooked Humanitarian Crisis Taints Ukraine Independence Day 
Ukraine, August 24, 2015 
Mercy Corps opens telephone hotline to help people access water, food and other basic services  
   Kyiv, Ukraine. - Mercy Corps is one of the very few organizations working to bring 
humanitarian relief to civilians on the front lines of the conflict in Luhansk Oblast in the east of 
Ukraine, where violence is fueling a continuing humanitarian crisis. Since conflict erupted last 
year, 1.4 million people have been forced to flee their homes, and 5 million people are in urgent 
need of humanitarian assistance. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-room 
:: Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
South Sudan deal just start of long road to peace 
26 August 2015 
   The signing of the peace agreement by President Salva Kiir Mayardit is a positive step toward 
ending the brutal 20 month civil war but aid agencies CARE, IRC, Oxfam and World Vision say it 
is only the beginning of a long, hard journey towards peace and reconciliation. 
 
35 aid organizations and 150,000 people launch public call to end Gaza blockade 
26 August 2015 
    Over 150,000 people from around the world have joined 35 organizations in calling for world 
leaders to press the Israeli government to lift the blockade on Gaza as its reconstruction could 
take 17 years with just 5% of building materials allowed in one year on since the end of the last 
conflict. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Somalia  
Hopes of Somali returnees 
Abdirisak Aden Ahmed (27.08.2015)  
   After nine years of living at the Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya, Hawa and one of her sons 
have finally returned to Baidoa, Somalia, to reunite with her other two children.  
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Palestine  
Fresh funding saves schools in Gaza 
Mazen Naim & Karl Schembri (24.08.2015) 
   After months of insecurity, Palestinian parents and children were relieved to learn that their 
schools will reopen this autumn.  
   The UN agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) declared this week that after managing to 
increase donor contributions, it will be opening its schools for over 500,000 Palestinian students 
across the Middle East. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
10 Years in Rwanda: Leaders Reflect  
Posted on August 27, 2015 
Comment  
   Inshuti Mu Buzima (IMB), PIH's sister organization in Rwanda, has made tremendous 
progress over the years. On the occasion of IMB's 10th anniversary, we asked five leaders to 
reflect on the changes. Their memories and insights are below. 
 
 
PATH  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6150563/k.D0E9/Newsroom.htm 
Press Release 
10 Years after Hurricane Katrina, Save the Children “Prep Rallies” and Lassie Inspire Kids to 
Take Action  
August 27, 2015 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
The Sustainable Development Goals for Children 
   26.08.2015 - In four short months the MDGs will be history and the Post-2015 SDGs will take 
their place as the global development challenge for the next 15 years. Here's how SOS 
Children's Villages will contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 29 August 2015] 
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http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 29 August 2015]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
Women for Women International's Monthly Newsletter - August 2015 
Dr. Denis Mukwege to be Honored by WfWI 
   On November 10, Dr. Denis Mukwege will receive WfWI's Champion of Peace Award…which 
aims to build momentum toward expanding our work to engage men as allies in supporting 
women’s empowerment.  Steadfast in his belief that survivors of rape and sexual violence 
deserve dignity, justice, and a chance to rebuild, Dr. Mukwege is an international leader fighting 
for social change for women. Dr. Mukwege has been the recipient of numerous awards 
worldwide for his lifesaving work and advocacy against sexual violence as a weapon of war and 
is a two-time Nobel Peace Prize nominee… 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
World leaders have agreed upon the text of the post-2015 development agenda and it contains 
good news for our global advocacy campaign. 
[undated] 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 29 August 2015] 
European NGO confederation for relief and development 
http://www.concordeurope.org/news-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
[Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Opinion Fernando H Cardoso 27 August 2015  
Fernando Henrique Cardoso: "Wherever democracy is at risk, there is Carter" 
Writing in Americas Quarterly, Fernando Henrique Cardoso pays tribute to his fellow Elder, 
Jimmy Carter, outlining his relationship with Latin America, their friendship and his role a "great 
moral leader of our time". 
 
 

http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
http://email.womenforwomen.org/public/?q=preview_message&fn=Link&t=1&ssid=30603&id=ecvfpryanbmmx4ixpmtj4a2tzijue&id2=h9y1e4589loytk1b7sqd3ivy6jria&subscriber_id=apqhaldgctapqxoierfmqsexhdpmbpf&delivery_id=brtkyxuvglogtfbaksntfiyebqexbna&messageversion_id=avvpfrujtezenjspiybhqofxrdaqbpf&tid=3.d4s.AvmE5A.BASC.Zlsc..vrsN.b..s.Y08.a.Vd8X4A.Vd8wxA.xpiaTg
http://childfundalliance.org/news/
http://childfundalliance.org/world-leaders-have-agreed-upon-the-text-of-the-post-2015-development-agenda-and-it-contains-good-news-for-our-global-advocacy-campaign/
http://childfundalliance.org/world-leaders-have-agreed-upon-the-text-of-the-post-2015-development-agenda-and-it-contains-good-news-for-our-global-advocacy-campaign/
http://www.concordeurope.org/news-room
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/news-media/opinion
http://theelders.org/article/fernando-henrique-cardoso-wherever-democracy-risk-there-carter
http://americasquarterly.org/content/jimmy-carter-great-moral-leader-our-time-fernando-henrique-cardoso


END Fund  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.end.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/newsreleases/ 
Ecobank Collaborates with The Global Fund To Eliminate Malaria, TB and HIV/AIDS In Nigeria  
   Lagos, 27 August 2015 – Ecobank and the Global Fund continue their innovative financing 
partnership program to contribute to the fight against malaria, TB and HIV/AIDS. The program 
is designed to strengthen the financial management skills of program implementers in Nigeria, 
South Sudan and Senegal. Ecobank has pledged USD 3 million towards the scheme. 
   During the second phase of the program, which officially kicked off in Abuja yesterday, six 
Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) who battle TB and HIV/AIDS in Nigeria will receive 
extensive onsite training over the next twelve weeks…  
 
 
Hilton Prize Laureates [to 29 August 2015] 
http://prizelaureates.charity.org/about-us/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
Creating Economic Opportunities for Youth 
Aug 24, 2015  
   Global youth unemployment has reached staggering levels. At InterAction Forum 2015, youth 
delegates from FHI 360 and IREX joined senior leaders from the NGO and corporate world to 
discuss the challenge of matching young professional’s competencies and job requirements in a 
global 21st Century... 
 
 
Start Network [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 29 August 2015] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
[An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support its members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
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charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries.] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
Global Forum Summary Paper 
Knox Clarke, P. and Obrecht, A  
28 July 2015 :: 119pp  
English | Annexes 
   The Global Forum for Improving Humanitarian Action, held in New York on 4-5 June 
2015, sought to explore these issues and bring greater clarity and progression to thinking 
around context and its impact on humanitarian action. 
   Specifically, the aim of the Global Forum was to: 
:: Produce a set of quality recommendations to improve humanitarian action in a variety 
of different response contexts; and 
:: Identify propositions to make the international humanitarian system more adaptable, in order 
to support more effective humanitarian action across different response contexts. 
   This report provides the key findings from the Global Forum. 
   The Global Forum was an official consultation for the WHS. As such, it drew on 
recommendations made through previous WHS regional consultations as well as the work of the 
WHS Thematic Teams. The Forum was in part dedicated to further distilling and prioritising 
these recommendations. The results of the Forum will be shared with the WHS organisers 
for incorporation in its final report to the UN Secretary-General. 
 
 
CHS International Alliance  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
Displacement in Gambella region, Ethiopia 
Report Synopsis 
Date: 2015/08/25 
   On 25 August 2015 we responded to a funding alert in response to displacement in the 
Gambella region of Ethiopia. 
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   UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) data states that close to 216,604 South 
Sudanese refugees have arrived in Gambella escaping the conflicts ongoing in South Sudan 
since mid-December 2013. 
   According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)’s Financial 
Tracking Service (FTS), donors have committed or contributed US$304.4 million of humanitarian 
assistance to Ethiopia so far in 2015. The United States is the top donor, having contributed or 
committed US$152.8 million to the crisis. 
   So far in 2015, US$11.1 million has been disbursed to the Gambella region of Ethiopia, of 
which 87.4% is for assistance to displaced populations. Out of total funding in 2015, US$77 
million is allocated to support refugees or internally displaced persons (IDPs) elsewhere in 
Ethiopia (not including Gambella). 
   Read our full analysis of the current funding situation. 
   Download the data as Excel and OpenDocument. 
 
 
ODI   [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
ODI Annual Report 2014-2015: global reach, global presence 
August 2015 
2015 is a watershed year for international development and for ODI. 
   Governments are set to adopt a new global framework – the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) – to eradicate extreme deprivation, reduce inequality and expand opportunity. 
   While the new goals have raised the level of ambition, there is unfinished business from the 
Millennium Goals (MDGs). The poorest and most marginalised people are still being left behind.     
Climate change has become the defining challenge of our generation – posing a real and 
imminent threat to human development in the 21st century.   
  With so much at stake, ODI has risen to the challenge over the past year: unravelling the 
tangled relationship between many aspects of development, humanitarian action and the 
response to climate change. 
   Through our distinctive mix of research, convening power and communications, we have 
achieved global reach and global presence – making us uniquely placed to generate the ideas, 
influence the policies and inform the public debates that shape the prospects for international 
development. 
    This report summarises the cumulative impact of our work over 2014-2015. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
Myanmar version of the Sphere Handbook now available 
28 August 2015 | Sphere Project 
   The Sphere Handbook 2011 edition has just been published in Myanmar language. With this 
new version, the Handbook is now available in 25 languages.  
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 29 August 2015] 
https://phap.org/ 
PHAP Special Event Series: Practical dilemmas of principled action  
28 August 2015  
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https://phap.org/news/2015/phap-special-event-series-practical-dilemmas-principled-action


   The upcoming World Humanitarian Summit has intensified discussion on the humanitarian 
principles. Opinions vary – with some seeing them as unrealistic, irrelevant ideals, while others 
believe that our most urgent need is a commitment to the practice of principled humanitarian 
action…In September and October 2015, PHAP is organizing a special series of live online 
discussions structured around the principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality, and 
independence. 
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:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be 
exhaustive, but indicative.  

 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
President Clinton and Chelsea Clinton to Convene World Leaders at the 11th Clinton Global 
Initiative Annual Meeting to Explore “The Future of Impact” 
August 27, 2015  
   At the close of CGI’s 10th anniversary year, more than 1,000 top leaders from philanthropy, 
business, government, and civil society will help define the next decade for addressing the 
world’s most pressing challenges, September 26-29 in New York City. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/newsroom 
27 August 2015  
Ten years after Katrina: Learning from New Orleans 
The storm surfaced deep inequities in the city.  
Can New Orleans be a just city?  
A short documentary considers the state of justice and equity in New Orleans a decade after 
Katrina. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
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https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-clinton-and-chelsea-clinton-convene-world-leaders-11th-clinton-global
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/president-clinton-and-chelsea-clinton-convene-world-leaders-11th-clinton-global
http://www.fordfoundation.org/newsroom
http://www.fordfoundation.org/newsroom/news-from-ford/974
http://www.fordfoundation.org/newsroom/news-from-ford/973
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search


 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.ikeafoundation.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 29 August 2015] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
Research [ August 27, 2015 ]  
Imaging Techniques Set a New Standard for Super-Resolution in Live Cells 
New imaging methods dramatically improve the spatial resolution provided by structured 
illumination microscopy, one of the best imaging techniques for seeing inside living cells. 
 
Research [ August 26, 2015 ]  
Neurodegenerative Disease Clogs Nuclear Pores 
HHMI scientists have discovered how the most common genetic defect in amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis kills nerve cells. 
 
Institute [ August 24, 2015 ]  
Royal Society Honors HHMI Scientists 
Four HHMI scientists are among those honored by the prestigious Royal Society. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Celebrating Black Breastfeeding Week Aug. 25-31 
Aug. 24, 2015  
    Breastfeeding moms, and the families and communities that support them, and organizations 
like the W.K. Kellogg Foundation recognize the third annual Black Breastfeeding Week as an 
important time to acknowledge racial inequities within the first food movement, and explore 
ways to work together to ensure every mother and baby has the strongest chance at 
breastfeeding success… 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
Annual Report 2014 
Time For Change 
Essay by Julia M. Stasch, MacArthur Foundation President 
Guided by values we have embraced for 37 years, we will double down on our commitment to a 
world that is more just, verdant, and peaceful. For us, this is a world where actions are moral, 
rational and fair, where the planet and its people flourish, without violence and war… 
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Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation   [to 29 August 2015] 
https://www.moore.org/newsroom/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/termsearch/8175/listing?f[0]=type%3Anews 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
2015 Winners of the RWJF Sports Award  
August 25, 2015  
   The Tony Hawk Foundation, Chicago Fire Foundation and Doc Wayne Youth Services were 
honored as the 2015 winners of the inaugural RWJF Sports Award for their innovative 
approaches to using sports to improve the culture of health in their communities. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 29 August 2015] 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2015/index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
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:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
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exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Winter 2015, Volume 10, Number 1 
http://pnpcsw.pnpco.com/cadmus/testvol.asp?year=2015&journal=ajdm 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Infection Control 
September 2015  Volume 43, Issue 9, p905-1026, e47-e59  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
September 2015   Volume 49, Issue 3 , Supplement 2, S125-S218  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
Theme: Evidence-Based Behavioral Counseling Interventions as Clinical Preventive 
Services: Perspectives of Researchers, Funders, and Guideline Developers 
Edited by Robert J. McNellis, Susan J. Curry  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 105, Issue 9 (September 2015)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
August 2015; 93 (2)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 29 August 2015) 
Research article    
Perspectives of health care providers on the provision of intermittent preventive 
treatment in pregnancy in health facilities in Malawi 
P. Yoder, Xavier Nsabagasani, Erin Eckert, Allisyn Moran, Yazoumé Yé BMC Health Services 
Research 2015, 15:354 (29 August 2015)  
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Research article    
Estimating the cost of referral and willingness to pay for referral to higher-level 
health facilities: a case series study from an integrated community case 
management programme in Uganda 
Agnes Nanyonjo, Benson Bagorogoza, Frida Kasteng, Godfrey Ayebale, Fredrick Makumbi, 
Göran Tomson, Karin Källander, for the inSCALE study group BMC Health Services Research 
2015, 15:347 (28 August 2015) 
 
Research article    
Risk factors for delay in age-appropriate vaccinations among Gambian children 
Aderonke Odutola, Muhammed Afolabi, Ezra Ogundare, Yamu Lowe-Jallow, Archibald Worwui, 
Joseph Okebe, Martin Ota BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:346 (28 August 2015)  
Abstract 
Background 
Vaccination has been shown to reduce mortality and morbidity due to vaccine-preventable 
diseases. However, these diseases are still responsible for majority of childhood deaths 
worldwide especially in the developing countries. This may be due to low vaccine coverage or 
delay in receipt of age-appropriate vaccines. We studied the timeliness of routine vaccinations 
among children aged 12–59 months attending infant welfare clinics in semi-urban areas of The 
Gambia, a country with high vaccine coverage.  
Methods 
A cross-sectional survey was conducted in four health centres in the Western Region of the 
Gambia. Vaccination dates were obtained from health cards and timeliness assessed based on 
the recommended age ranges for BCG (birth–8 weeks), Diphtheria-Pertussis–Tetanus (6 weeks–
4 months; 10 weeks–5 months; 14 weeks–6 months) and measles vaccines (38 weeks–
12 months). Risk factors for delay in age-appropriate vaccinations were determined using 
logistic regression. Analysis was limited to BCG, third dose of Diphtheria-Pertussis -Tetanus 
(DPT3) and measles vaccines.  
Results 
Vaccination records of 1154 children were studied. Overall, 63.3 % (95 % CI 60.6–66.1 %) of 
the children had a delay in the recommended time to receiving at least one of the studied 
vaccines. The proportion of children with delayed vaccinations increased from BCG [5.8 % (95 
% CI 4.5–7.0 %)] to DPT3 [60.4 % (95 % CI 57.9 %-63.0 %)] but was comparatively low for 
the measles vaccine [10.8 % (95 % CI 9.1 %–12.5 %)]. Mothers of affected children gave 
reasons for the delay, and their profile correlated with type of occupation, place of birth and 
mode of transportation to the health facilities.  
Conclusion 
Despite high vaccination coverage reported in The Gambia, a significant proportion of the 
children’s vaccines were delayed for reasons related to health services as well as profile of 
mothers. These findings are likely to obtain in several countries and should be addressed by 
programme managers in order to improve and optimize the impact of the immunization 
coverage rates.  
 
Research article    
A survey of the availability, prices and affordability of essential medicines in Jiangsu 
Province, China 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/15/347
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/15/347
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Xiaoyu Xi, Weixia Li, Jun Li, Xuan Zhu, Cong Fu, Xu Wei, Shuzhen Chu BMC Health Services 
Research 2015, 15:345 (27 August 2015)  
Abstract 
Background 
Field surveys conducted in China before the implementation of the essential medicine policy 
showed that Chinese individuals faced less access to essential medicines. This paper aims to 
evaluate the availability, prices and affordability of essential medicines in Jiangsu Province, 
China after the implementation of the policy in 2009.  
Methods 
A cross-sectional survey was conducted in Jiangsu in 2013 using the World Health 
Organization/Health Action International (WHO/HAI) methodology. Data on the availability and 
prices of 50 essential medicines were collected from the public and private healthcare sectors.  
Results 
The mean availabilities of innovator brands and lowest priced generics (LPGs) were 11.5 % and 
100 % in primary healthcare facilities, 36.8 % and 32.6 % in the secondary and tertiary 
sectors, and 18.7 % and 42.9 % in the private sector, respectively. The median price ratios 
(MPRs) were 1.26 to 2.05 for generics and 3.76 to 27.22 for innovator brands. Treating ten 
common diseases with LPGs was generally affordable, whereas treatment with IBs was less 
affordable.  
Conclusions 
The high availability of LPGs at primary healthcare facilities reflects the success of the essential 
medicine policy, while the low availability in secondary and tertiary levels and in private 
pharmacies reflects a failure to implement the policy in these levels. The health policy should be 
fully developed and enforced at the secondary and tertiary levels and in the private sector to 
ensure equitable access to health services.  
 
Research article    
Community-level effect of the reproductive health vouchers program on out-of-
pocket spending on family planning and safe motherhood services in Kenya 
Francis Obare, Charlotte Warren, Lucy Kanya, Timothy Abuya, Ben Bellows BMC Health Services 
Research 2015, 15:343 (25 August 2015)  
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 29 August 2015) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 29 August 2015)  
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 29 August 2015) 
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Research article    
Obstetric fistula in low-resource countries: an under-valued and under-studied 
problem – systematic review of its incidence, prevalence, and association with 
stillbirth 
Karen Cowgill, Jennifer Bishop, Amanda Norgaard, Craig Rubens, Michael Gravett BMC 
Pregnancy and Childbirth 2015, 15:193 (26 August 2015) 
[Open Access] 
Abstract 
Background 
Obstetric fistula (OF) is a serious consequence of prolonged, obstructed labor in settings where 
emergency obstetric care is limited, but there are few reliable, population-based estimates of 
the rate of OF. Stillbirth (SB) is another serious consequence of prolonged, obstructed labor, yet 
the frequency of SB in women with OF is poorly described. Here, we review these data.  
Methods 
We searched electronic databases and grey literature for articles on OF in low-resource 
countries published between January 1, 1995, and November 16, 2014, and selected for 
inclusion 19 articles with original population-based OF incidence or prevalence data and 44 with 
reports of frequency of SB associated with OF.  
Results 
OF estimates came from medium- and low-HDI countries in South Asia and Africa, and varied 
considerably; incidence estimates ranged from 0 to 4.09 OF cases per 1000 deliveries, while 
prevalence estimates were judged more prone to bias and ranged from 0 to 81.0 OF cases per 
1000 women. Reported frequency of SB associated with OF ranged from 32.3 % to 100 %, with 
estimates from the largest studies around 92 %. Study methods and quality were inconsistent.  
Conclusions 
Reliable data on OF and associated SB in low-resource countries are lacking, underscoring the 
relative invisibility of these issues. Sound numbers are needed to guide policy and funding 
responses to these neglected conditions of poverty.  
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpublichealth/content 
(Accessed 29 August 2015) 
Research article    
An evaluation of psychological distress and social support of survivors and contacts 
of Ebola virus disease infection and their relatives in Lagos, Nigeria: a cross 
sectional study − 2014 
Abdulaziz Mohammed, Taiwo Sheikh, Saheed Gidado, Gabriele Poggensee, Patrick Nguku, 
Adebola Olayinka, Chima Ohuabunwo, Ndadilnasiya Waziri, Faisal Shuaib, Joseph Adeyemi, 
Ogbonna Uzoma, Abubakar Ahmed, Funmi Doherty, Sarah Nyanti, Charles Nzuki, Abdulsalami 
Nasidi, Akin Oyemakinde, Olukayode Oguntimehin, Ismail Abdus-salam, Reginald Obiako  
BMC Public Health 2015, 15:824 (27 August 2015)  
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 29 August 2015) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
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BMJ Open 
2015, Volume 5, Issue 8  
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
British Medical Journal 
22 August 2015 (vol 351, issue 8022) 
http://www.bmj.com/content/351/8022 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Brown Journal of World Affairs 
Volume XXI Issue 1 Fall–Winter 2014 
http://brown.edu/initiatives/journal-world-affairs/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 93, Number 8, August 2015, 513-588 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/93/8/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
July/August 2015  Volume 20, Issue 6  Pages C1–C1, 1–97 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v20.6/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 29 August 2015] 
[No new content] 
 
 
Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://www.resource-allocation.com/ 
(Accessed 29 August 2015) 
[No new content] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
August 2015   Volume 15, Issue 2  Pages ii–iii, 59–114 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2015.15.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Development in Practice  
Volume 25, Issue 5, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
The origins of international child sponsorship 
 
DOI:10.1080/09614524.2015.1064362 
Brad Watson*  
pages 867-879 
Published online: 12 Aug 2015 
Abstract 
International child sponsorship typically involves the pairing of an individual, identifiable child, 
or young adult in a developing country with an individual donor or sponsor in a relatively 
wealthy country. Regular payments by sponsors, accompanied by the exchange of personal 
information, characterise a fundraising phenomenon which currently links sponsors to more 
than eight million children globally. Although child sponsorship underpins a multi-billion dollar 
flow of funds to developing countries, its origins have become obscured by the passing of time, 
to the point where many international NGOs utilising it as a fundraising mechanism are unaware 
of the aims and context of its early use. This article argues that the pairing of individual children 
with international donors was initiated by the UK-based Save the Children Fund and the Society 
of Friends Relief Mission in post-First World War Austria in 1919. Unlike the long-term support 
that would characterise later programmes, early sponsorship funded the short-term assistance 
of children and avoided the creation of dependency. 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 10, Number 5 (September 2015) 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume  9  - Issue 04 - August 2015 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
July 2015   Volume 39, Issue 3   Pages 407–609 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2015.39.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
August 2015, Volume 32, Issue 8  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Epidemics 
Volume 13,   In Progress   (December 2015) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
2015, Volume 5, Issue 1  
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume  143  - Issue 11 - August 2015 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 25, Issue 4, 29 August 2015 
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 56,   In Progress   (October 2015) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 7, Issue 4, August 2015 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/7/4/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 42, Issue 2, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 9 No. 1, Spring 2015  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
Issue Focus: The Ottoman Genocides of Armenians, Assyrians, and Greeks  
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
June 2015 | Volume 3 | Issue 2 
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Governance 
http://blogs.shu.edu/ghg/category/complete-issues/spring-autumn-2014/ 
[Accessed 29 August 2015] 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 10, Issue 8, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 29 August 2015] 
Research 
Attitudes and behaviours of maternal health care providers in interactions with 
clients:  systematic review 
Mannava P, Durrant K, Fisher J, Chersich M and Luchters S Globalization and Health 2015, 
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Disease Elimination Special Issue 
EDITORIAL 
Eradication and elimination: facing the challenges, tempering expectations 
David H. Molyneux 
Extract 
   The words eradication, elimination and control have been regularly defined in attempts to 
avoid inappropriate use of terminology while addressing the realities and challenges of public 
health programmes.1,2 
   Whitty3 has recently outlined the dangers of raising expectations in the face of political, 
financial, biological and logistical efforts of eradication or elimination programmes, emphasising 
these risks in search of a holy grail. Bockarie et al.4 noted five categories that defined the 
elimination or endgame challenges—biological, socio-geographic, logistic, strategic and 
technical—providing examples from current programmes. These have created significant 
strategic and resource impediments to progress in implementation, requiring changes in 
approach often with significant financial implications.  
   A variety of strategies are used to reduce incidence and prevalence of infectious diseases: 
vaccination (smallpox, polio, measles), chemotherapy (onchocerciasis, lymphatic filariasis, 
schistosomiasis), vector control, (onchocerciasis, malaria, schistosomiasis) and provision of 
improved clean water and sanitation (trachoma, guinea worm, soil transmitted helminths, 
schistosomiasis). Such strategies are more effective when combined, for example, 
chemotherapy, vector control and behaviour change, thereby achieving proportionately greater 
and more rapid impact on transmission.  
   Eradication as a concept is specifically defined as a reduction to zero global incidence of a 
specific pathogen, not a disease, which results from such an infection. This represents a crucial 
distinction—the words disease and infection are often used interchangeably but incorrectly. 
Even WHO reporting recently on the yaws programme in India entitled their publication 
‘Eradication of yaws in India.’ Thus, even WHO are unable to consistently use correct 
terminology. Another example is the call for the eradication of malaria. However, eradication is 
defined as the removal from the planet of a specific infection; raising the question, which of the 
five human species of Plasmodium is to be targeted? This is yet to be specified… 
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Abstract 
Background  
Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) are increasing worldwide. A lack of training and experience 
in NCDs among public health workers is evident in low- and middle- income countries.  
Methods  
We describe the design and outcomes of applied training in NCD epidemiology and control 
piloted in Tanzania that included a 2-week interactive course and a 6-month NCD field project. 
Trainees (n=14 initiated; n=13 completed) were epidemiology-trained Ministry of Health or 
hospital staff. We evaluated the training using Kirkpatrick's evaluation model for measuring 
reactions, learning, behavior and results using pre- and post-tests and closed-ended and open-
ended questions.  
Results  
Significant improvements in knowledge and self-reported competencies were observed. 
Trainees reported applying competencies at work and supervisors reported improvements in 
trainees' performance. Six field projects were completed; one led to staffing changes and 
education materials for patients with diabetes and another to the initiation of an injury 
surveillance system. Workplace support and mentoring were factors that facilitated the 
completion of projects. Follow-up of participants was difficult, limiting our evaluation of the 
training's outcomes.  
Conclusions  
The applied NCD epidemiology and control training piloted in Tanzania was well received and 
showed improvements in knowledge, skill and self-efficacy and changes in workplace behavior 
and institutional and organizational changes. Further evaluations are needed to better 
understand the impact of similar NCD trainings and future trainers should ensure that trainees 
have mentoring and workplace support prior to participating in an applied NCD training.  
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Abstract  
Deaths from non-communicable diseases are increasing worldwide. Low and middle-income 
countries, particularly those in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), are projected to see the most rapid 
increase over the next two decades. While non-communicable diseases such as diabetes and 
cardiovascular disease increasingly contribute to mortality in SSA, communicable diseases such 
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as malaria and HIV/AIDS remain major causes of death in this region, leading to a double 
burden of disease. In this paper, we use World Health Organization data and life table 
techniques to: (1) delineate the magnitude and toll of the double burden of disease in four SSA 
countries: Ghana, Gabon, Botswana, and Kenya, and (2) scrutinize assumptions linking changes 
in disease patterns to economic development and modernization. Our findings suggest that 
non-communicable and communicable diseases warrant equal research attention and financial 
commitment in pursuit of health equity. 
 
Mexican Immigrant Health: Health Insurance Coverage Implications 
Henry Shelton Brown, Kimberly J. Wilson, Jacqueline L. Angel  
pp. 990-1004  
Abstract  
A key facet of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is the expansion of health 
insurance coverage. However, even with the PPACA, an estimated 11.2 million undocumented 
immigrants will remain uncovered. The majority of the remaining uncovered immigrant 
population is of Mexican origin. We assess the long-term benefits and short-term costs of 
providing coverage to male migrants from Mexico, employing data from the 2007–2011 Mexican 
Migration Project (MMP) and the 2009 Medical Expenditures Panel (MEPS) survey. Our results 
show that health status prior to migration, age at time of interview, emigrating from Central 
Mexico, and use of health services in the U.S. all predict declines in health at a significant level. 
We also find that having spent more than 10 cumulative years in the U.S. has borderline 
significance in predicting health decline (p=.052). Estimated coverage costs for health insurance 
for largely undocumented immigrants increase over time, but remain lower than those of 
comparable U.S.-born individuals. We conclude with several policy implications. 
 
 
Journal of Humanitarian Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
Volume 5 Issue 2  
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/5/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 17, Issue 4, August 2015 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/17/4/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 13, Issue 2, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current#.VQS0KOFnBhW 
Special Issue: Implementing Human Rights: Civil Society and Migration Policies 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 212 Issue 3 August 1, 2015  
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 

https://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/journal_of_health_care_for_the_poor_and_underserved/v026/26.3.brown.html
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/jhlscm/5/2
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903/17/4/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/wimm20?open=13#vol_13
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current#.VQS0KOFnBhW
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/current


[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of International Development 
July 2015  Volume 27, Issue 5  Pages 573–715 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v27.5/issuetoc 
Special Issue: The Political Economy of Africa's Emergent Middle Class  July 2015 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics  
Summer 2015  Volume 43, Issue 2  Pages 174–430 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-1/issuetoc 
Special Issue: SYMPOSIUM: Intersections in Reproduction: Perspectives on Abortion 
and Assisted Reproductive Technologies 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
August 2015, Volume 41, Issue 8  
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS) 
Volume 4 Issue 3 September 2015 
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 36, Issue 3 (August 2015) 
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v36/n3/index.html 
Commentary: How useful is ‘burden of disease’ to set public health priorities for 
infectious diseases? 
The authors use the example of Nipah virus to question the use of ‘burden of disease’ for 
setting priorities for controlling infectious diseases. 
Ruth Berkelman and James LeDuc 
J Public Health Pol 36: 283-286; advance online publication, April 30, 2015; 
doi:10.1057/jphp.2015.15 
 
Middle east respiratory syndrome corona virus (MERS CoV): The next steps 
Supplemental surveillance is urgently needed to detect MERS CoV when it arrives in a country 
carried by people who have worked in the Middle East. 
Iype Joseph 
J Public Health Pol 36: 318-323; advance online publication, March 26, 2015; 
doi:10.1057/jphp.2015.9 
 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.v27.5/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.2015.43.issue-1/issuetoc
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
http://jpids.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v36/n3/index.html
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v36/n3/abs/jphp201515a.html
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v36/n3/abs/jphp201515a.html
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jphp/journal/v36/n3/abs/jphp20159a.html


 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
06 August 2015; volume 12, issue 109 
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Knowledge Management for Development Journal 
Vol 11, No 1 (2015) 
http://journal.km4dev.org/journal/index.php/km4dj/index 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Lancet 
Aug 29, 2015   Volume 386  Number 9996  p829-930  
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
An Ebola vaccine: first results and promising opportunities 
The Lancet 
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   Today, The Lancet publishes the first results from a phase 3 cluster randomised trial of a 
novel Ebola virus vaccine. The study, sponsored and led by WHO, is a remarkable scientific and 
logistical achievement. In the midst of an extreme public health emergency, researchers, health 
workers, and community facilitators in Guinea included 7651 people in a trial to test the efficacy 
of a recombinant, replication-competent vesicular stomatitis virus-based vaccine expressing a 
surface glycoprotein of Ebola (Zaire). The authors conclude that their interim analysis indicates 
the vaccine “might be highly efficacious and safe”. 
   The technique used in the trial was “ring vaccination”. This method involves identifying a 
newly diagnosed person with Ebola, and then tracking down their contacts and contacts of 
contacts. This procedure is not without its challenges (it was the same approach used to 
eradicate smallpox). To identify this often complex network of contacts required the help of 
family and friends in many small and dispersed communities across the most affected parts of 
the country. That such a trial was even possible is a testament not only to the skill of the 
research teams but also to the commitment of communities to defeating an epidemic that has 
devastated their nation. Over 90% of the study's staff were from Guinea. Before this work, no 
clinical trial on this scale had ever been performed in the country. 
   This study will be the subject of intense scientific scrutiny and debate. But what do the results 
mean for those most at risk of Ebola virus infection in west Africa? The vaccine is not yet 
licensed. More data on efficacy are needed before it can be widely deployed. But if the evidence 
proves sufficient for licensing, a Global Ebola Vaccine Implementation Team, also under WHO's 
leadership, has been preparing the ground for its introduction—creating guidelines for the 
vaccine's use, strategies for community engagement, and mechanisms to expand country 
capacity for the vaccine's distribution and delivery. In addition, the GAVI Alliance has approved 
substantial funding for the procurement and deployment of the vaccine. 
   One important message goes beyond even Ebola—the power of multilateralism and inclusive 
partnership to devise and execute critical clinical research. Ebola has been a catastrophe for 
west Africa. But out of this epidemic has come the opportunity to build unprecedented 
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collaborations to generate evidence to advance health. There have been few better examples to 
prove the value and importance of WHO to strengthen global health security. 
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Summary 
Background 
A recombinant, replication-competent vesicular stomatitis virus-based vaccine expressing a 
surface glycoprotein of Zaire Ebolavirus (rVSV-ZEBOV) is a promising Ebola vaccine candidate. 
We report the results of an interim analysis of a trial of rVSV-ZEBOV in Guinea, west Africa. 
Methods 
For this open-label, cluster-randomised ring vaccination trial, suspected cases of Ebola virus 
disease in Basse-Guinée (Guinea, west Africa) were independently ascertained by Ebola 
response teams as part of a national surveillance system. After laboratory confirmation of a new 
case, clusters of all contacts and contacts of contacts were defined and randomly allocated 1:1 
to immediate vaccination or delayed (21 days later) vaccination with rVSV-ZEBOV (one dose of 
2 × 107 plaque-forming units, administered intramuscularly in the deltoid muscle). Adults (age 
≥18 years) who were not pregnant or breastfeeding were eligible for vaccination. Block 
randomisation was used, with randomly varying blocks, stratified by location (urban vs rural) 
and size of rings (≤20 vs >20 individuals). The study is open label and masking of participants 
and field teams to the time of vaccination is not possible, but Ebola response teams and 
laboratory workers were unaware of allocation to immediate or delayed vaccination. Taking into 
account the incubation period of the virus of about 10 days, the prespecified primary outcome 
was laboratory-confirmed Ebola virus disease with onset of symptoms at least 10 days after 
randomisation. The primary analysis was per protocol and compared the incidence of Ebola 
virus disease in eligible and vaccinated individuals in immediate vaccination clusters with the 
incidence in eligible individuals in delayed vaccination clusters. This trial is registered with the 
Pan African Clinical Trials Registry, number PACTR201503001057193. 
Findings 
Between April 1, 2015, and July 20, 2015, 90 clusters, with a total population of 7651 people 
were included in the planned interim analysis. 48 of these clusters (4123 people) were 
randomly assigned to immediate vaccination with rVSV-ZEBOV, and 42 clusters (3528 people) 
were randomly assigned to delayed vaccination with rVSV-ZEBOV. In the immediate vaccination 
group, there were no cases of Ebola virus disease with symptom onset at least 10 days after 
randomisation, whereas in the delayed vaccination group there were 16 cases of Ebola virus 
disease from seven clusters, showing a vaccine efficacy of 100% (95% CI 74·7–100·0; 
p=0·0036). No new cases of Ebola virus disease were diagnosed in vaccinees from the 
immediate or delayed groups from 6 days post-vaccination. At the cluster level, with the 
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inclusion of all eligible adults, vaccine effectiveness was 75·1% (95% CI −7·1 to 94·2; 
p=0·1791), and 76·3% (95% CI −15·5 to 95·1; p=0·3351) with the inclusion of everyone 
(eligible or not eligible for vaccination). 43 serious adverse events were reported; one serious 
adverse event was judged to be causally related to vaccination (a febrile episode in a 
vaccinated participant, which resolved without sequelae). Assessment of serious adverse events 
is ongoing. 
Interpretation 
The results of this interim analysis indicate that rVSV-ZEBOV might be highly efficacious and 
safe in preventing Ebola virus disease, and is most likely effective at the population level when 
delivered during an Ebola virus disease outbreak via a ring vaccination strategy. 
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ReEBOV Antigen Rapid Test kit for point-of-care and laboratory-based testing for 
Ebola virus disease: a field validation study 
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Groppelli, Andrew Simpson, Tim Brooks, Susan Hula, Wilfred Nyoni, Alhaji B Sankoh, Santigi 
Kanu, Alhaji Jalloh, Quy Ton, Nicholas Sarchet, Peter George, Mark D Perkins, Betsy Wonderly, 
Megan Murray, Nira R Pollock 
Summary 
Background 
At present, diagnosis of Ebola virus disease requires transport of venepuncture blood to field 
biocontainment laboratories for testing by real-time RT-PCR, resulting in delays that complicate 
patient care and infection control efforts. Therefore, an urgent need exists for a point-of-care 
rapid diagnostic test for this disease. In this Article, we report the results of a field validation of 
the Corgenix ReEBOV Antigen Rapid Test kit. 
Methods 
We performed the rapid diagnostic test on fingerstick blood samples from 106 individuals with 
suspected Ebola virus disease presenting at two clinical centres in Sierra Leone. Adults and 
children who were able to provide verbal consent or assent were included; we excluded patients 
with haemodynamic instability and those who were unable to cooperate with fingerstick or 
venous blood draw. Two independent readers scored each rapid diagnostic test, with any 
disagreements resolved by a third. We compared point-of-care rapid diagnostic test results with 
clinical real-time RT-PCR results (RealStar Filovirus Screen RT-PCR kit 1·0; altona Diagnostics 
GmbH, Hamburg, Germany) for venepuncture plasma samples tested in a Public Health England 
field reference laboratory (Port Loko, Sierra Leone). Separately, we performed the rapid 
diagnostic test (on whole blood) and real-time RT-PCR (on plasma) on 284 specimens in the 
reference laboratory, which were submitted to the laboratory for testing from many clinical sites 
in Sierra Leone, including our two clinical centres. 
Findings 
In point-of-care testing, all 28 patients who tested positive for Ebola virus disease by RT-PCR 
were also positive by fingerstick rapid diagnostic test (sensitivity 100% [95% CI 87·7–100]), 
and 71 of 77 patients who tested negative by RT-PCR were also negative by the rapid 
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diagnostic test (specificity 92·2% [95% CI 83·8–97·1]). In laboratory testing, all 45 specimens 
that tested positive by RT-PCR were also positive by the rapid diagnostic test (sensitivity 100% 
[95% CI 92·1–100]), and 214 of 232 specimens that tested negative by RT-PCR were also 
negative by the rapid diagnostic test (specificity 92·2% [88·0–95·3]). The two independent 
readers agreed about 95·2% of point-of-care and 98·6% of reference laboratory rapid 
diagnostic test results. Cycle threshold values ranged from 15·9 to 26·3 (mean 22·6 [SD 2·6]) 
for the PCR-positive point-of-care cohort and from 17·5 to 26·3 (mean 21·5 [2·7]) for the 
reference laboratory cohort. Six of 16 banked plasma samples from rapid diagnostic test-
positive and altona-negative patients were positive by an alternative real-time RT-PCR assay 
(the Trombley assay); three (17%) of 18 samples from individuals who were negative by both 
the rapid diagnostic test and altona test were also positive by Trombley. 
Interpretation 
The ReEBOV rapid diagnostic test had 100% sensitivity and 92% specificity in both point-of-
care and reference laboratory testing in this population (maximum cycle threshold 26·3). With 
two independent readers, the test detected all patients who were positive for Ebola virus by 
altona real-time RT-PCR; however, this benchmark itself had imperfect sensitivity. 
Funding 
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Can randomized trials eliminate global poverty? 
A new generation of economists is trying to transform global development policy through the 
power of randomized controlled trials. 
Jeff Tollefson 
   In 70 local health clinics run by the Indian state of Haryana, the parents of a child who starts 
the standard series of vaccinations can walk away with a free kilogram of sugar. And if the 
parents make sure that the child finishes the injections, they also get to take home a free litre 
of cooking oil. 
   These simple gifts are part of massive trial testing whether rewards can boost the stubbornly 
low immunization rates for poor children in the region. Following the model of the randomized 
controlled trials (RCTs) that are commonly used to test the effectiveness of drugs, scientists 
randomly assigned clinics in the seven districts with the lowest immunization rates to either give 
the gifts or not. Initial results are expected next year. But smaller-scale experiments suggest 
that the incentives have a good chance of working. In a pilot study conducted in India and 
published in 2010, the establishment of monthly medical camps saw vaccination rates triple, 
and adding on incentives that offered families a kilogram of lentils and a set of plates increased 
completion rates by more than sixfold1. 
   “We have learned something about why immunization rates are low,” says Esther Duflo, an 
economist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, who was involved 
in the 2010 experiment and is working with Haryana on its latest venture. The problem is not 
necessarily that people are opposed to immunization, she says. It is that certain obstacles, such 
as lack of time or money, are making it difficult for them to attend the clinics. “And you can 
balance that difficulty with a little incentive,” she says. 
    This is one of a flood of insights from researchers who are revolutionizing the field of 
economics with experiments designed to rigorously test how well social programmes work. 
Their targets range from education programmes to the prevention of traffic accidents. Their 
preferred method is the randomized trial. And so they have come to be known as the 
'randomistas'… 
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Abstract 
Background 
In 2013, a stockpile of oral cholera vaccine (OCV) was created for use in outbreak response, 
but vaccine availability remains severely limited. Innovative strategies are needed to maximize 
the health impact and minimize the logistical barriers to using available vaccine. Here we ask 
under what conditions the use of one dose rather than the internationally licensed two-dose 
protocol may do both. 
Methods and Findings 
Using mathematical models we determined the minimum relative single-dose efficacy (MRSE) at 
which single-dose reactive campaigns are expected to be as or more effective than two-dose 
campaigns with the same amount of vaccine. Average one- and two-dose OCV effectiveness 
was estimated from published literature and compared to the MRSE. Results were applied to 
recent outbreaks in Haiti, Zimbabwe, and Guinea using stochastic simulations to illustrate the 
potential impact of one- and two-dose campaigns. At the start of an epidemic, a single dose 
must be 35%–56% as efficacious as two doses to avert the same number of cases with a fixed 
amount of vaccine (i.e., MRSE between 35% and 56%). This threshold decreases as vaccination 
is delayed. Short-term OCV effectiveness is estimated to be 77% (95% CI 57%–88%) for two 
doses and 44% (95% CI −27% to 76%) for one dose. This results in a one-dose relative 
efficacy estimate of 57% (interquartile range 13%–88%), which is above conservative MRSE 
estimates. Using our best estimates of one- and two-dose efficacy, we projected that a single-
dose reactive campaign could have prevented 70,584 (95% prediction interval [PI] 55,943–
86,205) cases in Zimbabwe, 78,317 (95% PI 57,435–100,150) in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and 
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2,826 (95% PI 2,490–3,170) cases in Conakry, Guinea: 1.1 to 1.2 times as many as a two-dose 
campaign. While extensive sensitivity analyses were performed, our projections of cases 
averted in past epidemics are based on severely limited single-dose efficacy data and may not 
fully capture uncertainty due to imperfect surveillance data and uncertainty about the 
transmission dynamics of cholera in each setting. 
Conclusions 
Reactive vaccination campaigns using a single dose of OCV may avert more cases and deaths 
than a standard two-dose campaign when vaccine supplies are limited, while at the same time 
reducing logistical complexity. These findings should motivate consideration of the trade-offs 
between one- and two-dose campaigns in resource-constrained settings, though further field 
efficacy data are needed and should be a priority in any one-dose campaign. 
Editors' Summary 
Background 
Cholera—a bacterial gut infection caused by Vibrio cholerae—is a major global killer. Every year, 
epidemics (outbreaks) of cholera make 2 to 3 million people ill and kill about 100,000 people. 
People get cholera by eating food or drinking water contaminated with feces from an infected 
person, so cholera epidemics occur in places with poor sanitation such as slums and refugee 
camps. Earthquakes, floods, and other natural disasters that disrupt water and sanitation 
systems can also trigger cholera epidemics. Most people who become infected with V. cholerae 
have no or mild symptoms, but they may shed bacteria in their feces for up to two weeks. 
Other infected individuals develop severe diarrhea, producing profuse watery feces. The 
standard treatment for cholera is replacement of the fluids and salts lost through diarrhea by 
drinking an oral rehydration fluid or, in the worst cases, by fluid replacement directly into a 
vein. With prompt treatment, less than 1% of patients die, but untreated patients with severe 
cholera can die from dehydration within hours of developing symptoms. 
Why Was This Study Done? 
The best way to control cholera is to ensure that everyone has access to safe water and good 
sanitation, but this is often impossible in poor countries, in refugee camps, or after natural 
disasters. In 2013, the World Health Organization created a global stockpile of an oral cholera 
vaccine (a preparation given by mouth that stimulates the immune system to attack V. 
cholerae) for use in cholera outbreaks. The licensed protocol for the currently stockpiled vaccine 
requires two doses of the vaccine to be given two weeks apart, but it can be difficult to ensure 
that everyone at risk of infection receives two doses. Moreover, the stockpile contains only one 
to two million doses of vaccine, which would have been insufficient to protect every individual 
at risk of infection in several recent cholera outbreaks. Here, the researchers use mathematical 
modeling to investigate whether one dose of oral cholera vaccine, rather than two doses, could 
be used to maximize the health impact of cholera vaccination and minimize logistical barriers to 
cholera vaccination during cholera outbreaks. 
What Did the Researchers Do and Find? 
The researchers used cholera transmission models to determine the “minimum relative single-
dose efficacy” (MRSE), the threshold at which single-dose vaccination campaigns begun after an 
outbreak has started (reactive vaccination) are expected to be as or more effective than two-
dose campaigns with the same amount of vaccine. The researchers report that, at the start of 
an epidemic, the MRSE is between 35% and 56%. That is, a single dose of vaccine must be at 
least 35%–56% as efficacious as two doses to avert the same number of cases with a fixed 
amount of vaccine. By searching the literature, the researchers estimated that the short-term 
protection against infection provided by oral cholera vaccines is 77% for two doses and 44% for 
one dose—a one-dose relative efficacy of 57%, which is above the MRSE estimate. Finally, the 



researchers used their models to project that, in three recent cholera outbreaks, a single-dose 
campaign could have prevented between 1.1 and 1.2 times more cases of cholera than a two-
dose campaign using the same amount of vaccine. 
What Do These Findings Mean? 
The finding that the relative single-dose efficacy of oral cholera vaccination is above the 
estimated MRSE suggests that one-dose reactive vaccination campaigns might avert more cases 
and deaths than a standard two-dose campaign when vaccine supplies are limited. The 
accuracy of this and other study findings is limited, however, by the assumptions used to build 
the mathematical models and by the quality of the data used to run them. In particular, a lack 
of data on the efficacy of single-dose vaccination limits the ability to apply these findings. Thus, 
before one-dose campaigns are used widely, more data on the effectiveness on one-dose 
vaccination must be obtained. Notably, by increasing herd immunity (the vaccination of a 
significant portion of a population provides some protection for individuals in the population 
who have not been vaccinated), one-dose campaigns are likely to provide better population-
level protection than two-dose campaigns. On the other hand, the individual who is given one 
rather than two vaccine doses is more vulnerable to cholera illness if exposed to cholera-
causing bacteria. Strategies that balance the trade-off between individual- and population-level 
benefits must be carefully considered to ensure the best future use of the oral cholera vaccine 
stockpile. Moreover, every effort should be made to increase the size and availability of this 
stockpile. 
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Gender Determinants of Vaccination Status in Children: Evidence from a Meta-
Ethnographic Systematic Review  
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Pem Namgyal, Joachim Hombach  
Research Article | published 28 Aug 2015 | PLOS ONE  
10.1371/journal.pone.0135222 
Abstract 
Using meta-ethnographic methods, we conducted a systematic review of qualitative research to 
understand gender-related reasons at individual, family, community and health facility levels 
why millions of children in low and middle income countries are still not reached by routine 
vaccination programmes. A systematic search of Medline, Embase, CINAHL, Cochrane Library, 
ERIC, Anthropological Lit, CSA databases, IBSS, ISI Web of Knowledge, JSTOR, Soc Index and 
Sociological Abstracts was conducted. Key words were built around the themes of 
immunization, vaccines, health services, health behaviour, and developing countries. Only 
papers, which reported on in-depth qualitative data, were retained. Twenty-five qualitative 
studies, which investigated barriers to routine immunisation, were included in the review. These 
studies were conducted between 1982 and 2012; eighteen were published after 2000. The 
studies represent a wide range of low- to middle income countries including some that have 
well known coverage challenges. We found that women's low social status manifests on every 
level as a barrier to accessing vaccinations: access to education, income, as well as autonomous 
decision-making about time and resource allocation were evident barriers. Indirectly, women's 
lower status made them vulnerable to blame and shame in case of childhood illness, partly 
reinforcing access problems, but partly increasing women's motivation to use every means to 
keep their children healthy. Yet in settings where gender discrimination exists most strongly, 
increasing availability and information may not be enough to reach the under immunised. 
Programmes must actively be designed to include mitigation measures to facilitate women's 
access to immunisation services if we hope to improve immunisation coverage. Gender 
inequality needs to be addressed on structural, community and household levels if the number 
of unvaccinated children is to substantially decrease. 
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Abstract 
Background Pneumonia is a leading cause of death among children less than five years old 
during humanitarian emergencies. Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) and Streptococcus 
pneumoniae are the leading causes of bacterial pneumonia. Vaccines for both of these 
pathogens are available to prevent pneumonia. 
Problem This study describes an economic analysis from a publicly funded health care system 
perspective performed on a birth cohort in Somalia, a country that has experienced a protracted 
humanitarian emergency. 
Methods An impact and cost-effectiveness analysis was performed comparing: no vaccine, Hib 
vaccine only, pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 10 (PCV10) only, and both together 
administered through supplemental immunization activities (SIAs). The main summary measure 
was the incremental cost per disability-adjusted life-years (DALYs) averted. One-way sensitivity 
analysis was conducted for uncertainty in parameter values. 
Results Each SIA would avert a substantial number of cases and deaths. Compared with no 
vaccine, the DALYs averted by two SIAs for two doses of Hib vaccine was US $202.93 (lower 
and upper limits: $121.80-$623.52), two doses of PCV10 was US $161.51 ($107.24-$227.21), 
and two doses of both vaccines was US $152.42 ($101.20-$214.42). Variables that influenced 
the cost-effectiveness for each strategy most substantially were vaccine effectiveness, case 
fatality rates (CFRs), and disease burden. 
Conclusions The World Health Organization (WHO) defines a cost-effective intervention as 
costing one to three times the per capita gross domestic product (GDP; in 2011, for 
Somalia=US $112). Based on the presented model, Hib vaccine alone, PCV10 alone, or Hib 
vaccine and PCV10 given together in SIAs are cost-effective interventions in Somalia. The 
WHO/Strategic Advisory Group of Experts decision-making factors for vaccine deployment 
appear to have all been met: the disease burden is large, the vaccine-related risk is low, 
prevention in this setting is more feasible than treatment, the vaccine duration probably is 
sufficient for the vulnerable period of the child’s life, cost is reasonable, and herd immunity is 
possible. 
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Introduction Health care workers (HCWs) who participate in humanitarian aid work experience a 
range of ethical challenges in providing care and assistance to communities affected by war, 
disaster, or extreme poverty. Although there is increasing discussion of ethics in humanitarian 
health care practice and policy, there are very few resources available for humanitarian workers 
seeking ethical guidance in the field. To address this knowledge gap, a Humanitarian Health 
Ethics Analysis Tool (HHEAT) was developed and tested as an action-oriented resource to 
support humanitarian workers in ethical decision making. 
While ethical analysis tools increasingly have become prevalent in a variety of practice contexts 
over the past two decades, very few of these tools have undergone a process of empirical 
validation to assess their usefulness for practitioners. 
Methods A qualitative study consisting of a series of six case-analysis sessions with 16 
humanitarian HCWs was conducted to evaluate and refine the HHEAT. 
Results Participant feedback inspired the creation of a simplified and shortened version of the 
tool and prompted the development of an accompanying handbook. 
Conclusion The study generated preliminary insight into the ethical deliberation processes of 
humanitarian health workers and highlighted different types of ethics support that humanitarian 
workers might find helpful in supporting the decision-making process. 
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