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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad themes is 
a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not intended 
to be a "news and events" digest. 
  
 
::::::: 
 
Migration  
 
UNHCR Statement on Southeast Asia Sea Movements 
Press Releases, 20 May 2015 
   UNHCR welcomes the commitment announced today by the Foreign Ministers of Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Thailand to resolve the issue of the thousands of refugees and migrants stranded 
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in boats in the Bay of Bengal and off the coast of Southeast Asia. This is an important initial 
step in the search for solutions to this issue, and vital for the purpose of saving lives. 
   It is now urgent for people to be brought ashore without delay, and that immediate first aid 
and other care is provided for all who are in need. We look forward to seeing this happen 
without delay. 
   UNHCR agrees with the Ministers that further action will be needed. This includes addressing 
root causes. It will need to take into account looking properly at the needs of those in need of 
international protection. As with other regions of the world where we are seeing large 
movements of people by sea, countries in the region will need to work together for this to be 
addressed meaningfully and successfully. 
   UNHCR itself is ready to work with countries in the region to find solutions to the plight of 
these people. These ultimately may include returning people to their home countries voluntarily 
and once conditions allow. 
 
Joint Statement on Andaman Sea: IOM, UNHCR, OHCHR, UN SRSG Migration & 
Development 
Search and rescue at sea, disembarkation, and protection of the human rights of refugees 
and migrants now imperative to save lives in the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea 
05/19/15 
 
We strongly urge the leaders of Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand to protect migrants and 
refugees stranded on vessels in the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea, to facilitate safe 
disembarkation, and to give priority to saving lives, protecting rights, and respecting human 
dignity. 
 
Grave events in the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea in recent days involving migrants and 
refugees – Rohingya and others – from Bangladesh and Myanmar confirm that vulnerable 
people around the world are moving in search of safety and dignity, fleeing persecution, abject 
poverty, deprivation, discrimination, and abuse. Such perilous journeys, whether by land, sea, 
or air, have become a global phenomenon. 
 
In Southeast Asia, more than 88,000 people have made the dangerous voyage by sea since 
2014, including 25,000 who arrived in the first quarter of this year alone. Nearly 1,000 are 
believed to have perished at sea due to the precarious conditions of the voyage, and an equal 
number because of mistreatment and privation at the hands of traffickers and abusive 
smugglers. In the Bay of Bengal, migrants and refugees are fed only white rice and are 
subjected to violence, including sexual violence. Women are raped. Children are separated from 
their families and abused. Men are beaten and thrown overboard. 
 
We are deeply concerned at reports that boats full of vulnerable women, men and children are 
unable to land and are stranded at sea without access to urgently needed food, water, and 
medical assistance. We urge States in the region to protect the lives of all aboard by allowing 
the passengers on these overcrowded boats to disembark safely. 
 
We urgently call on leaders, with the support of ASEAN, to: 
:: Make saving lives the top priority by inter alia significantly strengthening Search and Rescue 
(SAR) Operations.   
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:: Stop boat push-backs and measures to ‘help on’ boats to leave territorial waters, while 
ensuring that all measures taken are in strict accordance with the principle of non-refoulement 
and other fundamental human rights standards. 
:: Provide for effective, predictable disembarkation to a place of safety with adequate and 
humane reception conditions. 
:: Avoid the use of immigration detention and other punitive measures, and ensure that the 
human rights of all migrants and refugees are protected, and that all actions in regard to 
children are guided by the best interests of the child. 
:: Set in place screening procedures staffed jointly by government and relevant international 
organization personnel to identify the individual circumstances of all those arriving, including a) 
individuals in need of protection as refugees, asylum-seekers, or stateless persons, b) victims of 
trafficking or persons at risk of torture or other cruel, inhumane, or degrading treatment if 
returned to their country of origin, c) migrants with health conditions in need of emergency 
medical care and first aid assistance, and d) migrants or others interested in voluntary return 
home. 
:: Expand avenues for safe and legal migration, including for labour migration at all skills levels. 
Expand efforts to prosecute traffickers and smugglers for their crimes in full accordance with 
international standards for human rights, while fully respecting the rights of victims. 
:: Redouble efforts, nationally and through strengthened international cooperation, to address 
‘push factors’ and the root causes of refugee and migrants flows, including discrimination, 
deprivation, persecution, and violations of human rights. 
:: Put in place dedicated measures to combat xenophobia and discrimination against any group 
on the basis of race, sex, language, religion, ethnicity, nationality and national origin, or other 
status. 
António Guterres, UN High Commissioner for Refugees; Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights; William L. Swing, Director-General of the International 
Organization for Migration; and Peter Sutherland, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General for International Migration and Development. 
 
::::::: 
 
Gaza Economy on the Verge of Collapse, Youth Unemployment Highest in the Region 
at 60 Percent  
   JERUSALEM, May 21, 2015 - Blockades, war and poor governance have strangled Gaza's 
economy and the unemployment rate is now the highest in the world according to the 
latest World Bank economic update. The report will be presented to the Ad Hoc Liaison 
Committee (AHLC), a forum of donors to the Palestinian Authority, at the bi-annual meeting in 
Brussels on May 27, 2015.The report estimates that Gaza’s GDP would have been about four 
times higher than it currently is if it weren’t for the conflicts and the multiple restrictions. It also 
states that the blockade in place since 2007 has shaved around 50 percent off Gaza’s GDP.  
Unemployment in Gaza is the highest in the world at 43 percent. Even more alarming is the 
situation of youth unemployment which soared to more than 60 percent by the end of 2014… 
Date: May 21, 2015  
 
Economic monitoring report to the ad hoc liaison committee  
Working Paper – 96601 (English) 
2015/05/27 
Official PDF, 40 pages 1.66 mb 
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Abstract  
This report covers two distinct subjects. Chapter I of the report, as has been the norm with the 
World Bank Ad Hoc Liaison Committee report, focuses on the assessment of recent 
macroeconomic and fiscal developments and government policies in West Bank and Gaza. 
Chapter II presents an analysis of Gaza's stark economic decline over the past 20 years and its 
human impact. It also presents a mix of policies that should ensure sustainable development of 
the Gaza strip and put an end to human suffering therein. The report also contains an annex 
which provides an overview of progress in meeting the pledges made for Gaza's reconstruction 
at the October 2014 Cairo Conference. Although the connection between the chapters of this 
report may not be obvious as they treat a diverse set of issues facing the Palestinian economy 
and public finances, together they provide insights into key policy and institutional development 
actions and reforms, which need to be taken by the Palestinian Authority, the Government of 
Israel, and the donor community to reverse the recent and worrisome slowdown in economic 
growth, to enable effective and efficient management of public finances in order to avoid a 
dangerous fiscal crisis and to support inclusive economic growth and poverty reduction. 
 
::::::: 
 
Statement by UNODC Executive Director Yury Fedotov: The killing of women and 
girls shames every society 
Vienna, 19 May 2015 – United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
The following is a statement by Yury Fedotov, UNODC Executive Director: 
 
Women and girls continue to be killed in large numbers around the world. Based on estimates 
from UNODC at least 43,000 women were murdered by their intimate partners or family 
members in 2012. 
 
These murders, however, are only the most visible and brutal sign of what is happening to 
millions of women. Hidden from our view are the dreadful daily experiences of violence, 
including terrible sexual violence, that blights the lives of women and girls. Such experiences 
occur in the countryside and in cities alike; as well as in schools, work places and especially the 
home. 
 
We must also acknowledge that, just as no society is immune from these violent acts, we are all 
part of the solution. No woman or young girl must be allowed to feel isolated or in danger. This 
means promoting inclusive societies that not only provide women with much needed security, 
but also offers them opportunity, equality and prosperity. 
 
UNODC is working to unravel the gender bias that has been woven into many legislations and 
criminal justice systems and which perpetuates impunity for these violent acts. Our work 
encourages all those in the criminal justice system to respect and protect women and girls and 
to view domestic violence as a serious crime. 
 
Violence against women and girls, in all its many forms, shames us all. To end this serious 
crime, we must all work in a spirit of partnership and cooperation to change laws, change 
perceptions and change behaviours. If not, we will continue to see this violent crime undermine 
our efforts to build better, more inclusive societies. 
 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2015/May/statement-by-unodc-executive-director-yury-fedotov_-the-killing-of-women-and-girls-shames-every-society.html
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::::::: 
 
"Mandela Rules" passed, standards on the treatment of prisoners enhanced for the 
21st century 
Passage of landmark resolution at the Vienna Crime Commission revises the 1955 standard 
minimum rules for treatment of prisoners, ensuring they remain the universally acknowledged 
benchmark for prison administrations worldwide  
Vienna, 22 May 2015    United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  
Following agreement on UN rules for the treatment of prisoners, the head of UNODC, Yury 
Fedotov, praised Member States' efforts and said the resolution heralded a new era for the 
improvement of prisoners' treatment everywhere. 
 
"I offer my warmest congratulations to Member States for their constructive spirit and 
commitment in passing the resolution on the UN standard minimum rules. Thanks to your work, 
the world now has an updated blueprint offering practical guidance on how prisons should be 
managed safely, securely and humanely," the UNODC's Executive Director said. 
 
Countries are encouraged to reflect the "Mandela Rules" in their national legislation so that 
prison administrators can apply them in their daily work. 
 
At their core, the rules stress the overriding principle that all prisoners shall be treated with 
respect due to their inherent dignity and value as human beings. "Most importantly", Mr. 
Fedotov went on, "the rules stress that prisoners will be protected from torture and other cruel 
or inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. This means the rules probably represent 
one of the most significant human rights advances in recent years." 
 
The revision focussed on nine thematic areas, including health care in prisons, investigations of 
deaths in custody, disciplinary measures including strict limitations on the use of solitary 
confinement, professionalization of prison staff and independent inspections, among other 
topics. 
 
Mr. Fedotov was speaking on the margins of the 24th Session of the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice, which is held in Vienna every year. His comments came as the 
Crime Commission drew to a close, and endorsed the revision of the rules for subsequent 
adoption by the General Assembly. 
 
The UN Standard Minimum Rules on the Treatment of Prisoners are to be named the "Mandela 
Rules" to honour the legacy of the late President of South Africa. These rules are an essential 
update of the original rules adopted at the very first Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice in Geneva in 1955. 
 
Use and application of United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal 
justice 
UN Economic and Social Council 
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
Twenty-fourth session  Vienna, 18-22 May 2015 
Agenda item 6  Distr.: Limited 
21 May 2015 :: 36 pages 
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::::::: 
 
UN experts call for the universal ratification and implementation of the Optional 
Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
22 May 2015  
Joint statement on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the adoption of the Optional 
Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution 
and child pornography and on the involvement of children in armed conflict 
 
New York/Geneva, 22 May 2015 – On Monday, 25th May, the world celebrates the 15th 
anniversary of the adoption of the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC) on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OPSC) and on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC). 
 
UN children’s rights experts welcome the steady progress made since May 2010 when the UN 
Secretary-General launched the Global Campaign for the universal ratification and 
implementation of the Optional Protocols to the CRC. Thanks to significant efforts made across 
regions over the past five years, the OPSC is now in force in 169 countries, while the OPAC has 
been ratified by 159 states. 
 
“As we near the goal of universal ratification and as discussions on the post-2015 global 
development agenda are intensifying, the protection of children from all forms of violence in all 
contexts, can truly become a priority for all!” said the Special Representative of the UN 
Secretary-General on Violence against Children, Marta Santos Pais. 
 
“Ratification is a crucial step to promote the adoption and effective implementation of laws and 
policies to realize all children’s rights. But the implementation of the Optional Protocols requires 
much more than that – continuous efforts and commitments of governments are needed”, 
Benyam Dawit Mezmur, Chairperson of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 
highlighted. 
 
The Protocol on the sale children, child prostitution and child pornography provides detailed 
guidance to support States in the implementation of their obligations to prohibit, criminalize, 
prevent, and ensure accountability for offences of sexual violence and exploitation. 
Furthermore, States must provide access to child-sensitive justice, as well as recovery, 
reintegration and compensation for child victims of sexual exploitation and sale for the purposes 
of forced labour or illegal adoption, among others. 
 
“These abhorrent crimes of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography call for 
a strong legal framework in all Member States criminalising these offences and putting in place 
a robust child protection system in order to eradicate them “, stressed Maud de Boer-
Buquicchio, UN Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 
pornography. 
 
The Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict prohibits children from 
taking part in hostilities, encourages all States to set their minimum age of conscription at 
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eighteen years, and raises awareness of States’ obligation to criminalize the recruitment and 
use of girls and boys. It also prohibits the recruitment under the age of 18 by armed groups, 
who are the main recruiters of children. 
 
“Fifteen years ago, with the adoption of the OPAC, governments agreed that children do not 
belong in national security forces. However, recruitment and use of children remains of concern 
and much more remains to be done to protect children growing up in countries affected by 
conflict”, emphasized Leila Zerrougui, the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General 
for Children and Armed Conflict. In line with the campaign “Children Not Soldiers” that aims to 
end the recruitment and use of children by government armed forces by 2016, the Special 
Representative calls on all member states to fulfil the promise made to children by making sure 
that national legal frameworks are aligned with international standards and by ensuring 
accountability for those who violate children’s rights. 
 
With the solid normative foundation provided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child and 
its Optional Protocols, guidance by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, and the lessons 
learned from the past years of implementation, the occasion of the anniversary of the Optional 
Protocols offers real momentum to safeguard all children’s rights the world over. 
 
Protecting children from violence, including sexual exploitation and abuse, in all settings and 
contexts, including in situations of armed conflict, is a strong moral and legal imperative 
Member States are required to respect and uphold. Furthermore, sustainable development and 
durable peace will only be achieved in a world in which children can grow up and develop to 
their fullest potential in an environment free from violence, fear and discrimination. For this 
reason, we call upon all countries who have not done so to ratify and effectively implement the 
two first Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child as a matter of urgent 
priority, and to consider ratifying the third Optional Protocol on a communications procedure to 
ensure access to justice for children whose rights have been violated. 
 
:: Office of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General on Violence against Children  
http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org 
:: Office of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/ 
:: Committee on the Rights of the Child 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
:: Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx 
 
::::::: 
 
Progress Toward Sustainable Energy: Global Tracking Framework 2015 
2015 SUMMARY REPORT 
World Bank 
May 2015 
Key findings :: 8 pages 
Summary report :: 80 pages 
Full report (coming soon/pdf) 
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Overview 
Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) is a global initiative co-chaired by the secretary-general of 
the United Nations and the president of the World Bank. It draws the world’s attention to three 
key development objectives for the energy sector by 2030 — ensuring universal access to 
electricity and modern cooking solutions, doubling the rate of improvement of energy efficiency, 
and doubling the share of renewable energy (RE) in the global energy mix. These objectives 
have been endorsed by the UN General Assembly, which in 2011 declared 2012 the Year of 
Sustainable Energy for All and in 2012 made 2014–24 the Decade of Sustainable Energy for 
All… 
 
…The report explores complementary themes. It provides further analysis of the investment 
volumes and geographic and technological distributions needed to meet the SE4All objectives. It 
explores the extent to which countries around the world have access to the technology and 
knowledge to progress toward those objectives. And it identifies the improvements in data 
collection methodologies and capacity building that will be needed to provide a more nuanced 
and accurate picture of progress over time. 
 
The report also introduces and explores “nexus” concepts focusing on the links between energy 
and four priority areas of development: water, food, human health, and gender. Links between 
most of these areas and energy are well established but often presented in isolation from each 
other. The analysis considers the existing data and indicators as well as the related gaps that 
might be filled for tracking aspects of SE4All’s work related to these …nexus issues. 
 
Press Release 
New Report Finds World Progressing on Sustainable Energy Goals But Still Far From Finish Line  
   NEW YORK, May 18, 2015—The world is heading in the right direction to achieve universal 
access to sustainable energy by 2030 but must move faster, says a new report that tracks the 
progress of the Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) initiative. The report – Progress Toward 
Sustainable Energy: Global Tracking Framework 2015”  – finds that 1.1 billion people in the 
world still live without electricity and almost 3 billion still cook using polluting fuels like 
kerosene, wood, charcoal and dung. And, while picking up steam, renewable energy generation 
and energy efficiency improvements will need to accelerate dramatically, it says. The report is 
the second in a series that tracks the world’s progress toward SE4All’s three goals of universal 
energy access, doubling the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency, and doubling the 
share of renewable energy in the global energy mix – all to be met by 2030.  
Date: May 18, 2015  
 
::::::: 
 
Secretary-General Appoints High-Level Panel on Humanitarian Financing 
21 May 2015 
SG/SM/16772-SG/A/1570-IHA/1369 
Secretary-General 
Press Release: The following announcement was made today by UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon: 
One of the most important challenges facing the humanitarian system today is the growing gap 
between the increasing numbers of people in need of assistance and sufficient resources to 
provide relief. 
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Over the last decade, the demand for humanitarian aid has risen dramatically.  The number of 
people in need has more than doubled since 2004 to over 100 million today, and current 
humanitarian funding requirements for 2015 stand at $19.1 billion, up from $3.4 billion in 2004. 
 
This is the result of a number of factors, including protracted conflicts which are forcing record 
numbers of people from their homes, water scarcity, food insecurity, demographic shifts, rapid 
urbanization and climate change.  All these and other dynamics are contributing to a situation in 
which current resources and funding flows are insufficient to meet the rising demand for aid. 
 In addition, humanitarian actors are expected to stay longer and longer in countries and 
regions impacted by long-running crises and conflicts. 
 
These are some of the most pressing reasons which led me to establish a High-Level Panel on 
Humanitarian Financing. 
 
I have appointed Kristalina Georgieva and Sultan Nazrin Shah as co-chairs of the Panel.  This 
initiative will bring together distinguished individuals with a wide range of experience and 
expertise, including Hadeel Ibrahim, Badr Jafar, Trevor Manuel, Linah Mohohlo, Walt Macnee, 
Margot Wallström and Dhananjayan Sriskandarajah. 
 
The Panel will examine humanitarian financing challenges and will identify ways in which the 
gap between rising needs and the resources available to meet them can be closed.  It will also 
work on generating solutions around the issues of more timely and predictable funding, as well 
as ways in which resources can be used more effectively. 
 
The Panel is expected to submit its recommendations to me in November 2015 and these 
recommendations will help frame the discussion at the World Humanitarian Summit in 
May 2016. 
 
Panel Members 
   Kristalina Georgieva (Bulgaria) is Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for 
Budget and Human Resources.  Prior to her appointment in November 2014, she was the 
European Union Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 
Response (2010-2014).  During her term in office, she oversaw the delivery of life saving 
assistance to nearly 500 million children, women and men affected by conflicts and natural 
disasters around the world.  From 1993 to 2010, she served in a number of positions in the 
World Bank Group; in her last position, as the World Bank's Vice-President and Corporate 
Secretary, she played a key role in the Bank's governance reform and accompanying capital 
increase in the wake of the 2008 international financial crisis. 
   Sultan Nazrin Shah of Perak (Malaysia) is the eldest son of the late Sultan of Perak.  He has 
assumed the role of Financial Ambassador of the Malaysian International Islamic Financial 
Centre, has been Pro-Chancellor of Universiti Malaya since 1989 and is the Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the Malay College Kuala Kangsar.  He is also an Eminent Fellow at the 
Institute of Strategic and International Studies in Malaysia.  He has written articles and spoken 
on a wide range of issues, including constitutional monarchy in Malaysia, education, Islam, 
ethnic relations and economic development. 
   Hadeel Ibrahim (United Kingdom) is Executive Director of Mo Ibrahim Foundation. 
 Established in 2006, the Foundation, which is a non-grant-making organization, focuses on 



defining, assessing and enhancing governance and leadership in Africa.  She is also co-Chair of 
the Board of Directors of the Africa Center in New York, whose mission is to promote 
partnership, collaboration, dialogue and understanding between African artists, business leaders 
and civil society and their counterparts in the United States and beyond. 
   Badr Jafar (United Arab Emirates) is Chief Executive of the United Arab Emirates’ Crescent 
Group, operating globally across six industry verticals, including natural gas, ports and logistics 
and health care.  He is actively involved with and sits on the boards of various international 
non-profit organizations, spearheading programmes in support of social development, 
secondary education and the arts, and is a prominent advocate of social entrepreneurship. 
 In 2010, he launched the Pearl Initiative in cooperation with United Nations agencies to 
promote a corporate culture of transparency and accountability within the Middle East. 
   Trevor Manuel (South Africa) is a senior adviser to the financial advisory firm Rothschild.  He 
served in the Government of South Africa as Cabinet Minister for 20 years.  He was Minister of 
Trade and Industry from 1994 to 1996 and Minister of Finance from 1996 to 2009.  From 2009 
to 2014, he served as Minister in the Presidency for the National Planning Commission.  During 
his tenure, South Africa reported a budget surplus in 2007 and he increased spending for 
education, housing and sanitation.  In 2008, he chaired the Committee on International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) Governance Reform.  He has received numerous international awards and 
recognition for his accomplishments. 
   Linah Mohohlo (Botswana) is the Governor of the Bank of Botswana.  She has also worked for 
IMF and, in her capacity as Governor of IMF for Botswana, she has been a member of the 
International Monetary and Financial Committee, representing the IMF Africa Group 1 
Constituency.   She served on the Commission for Africa and the Lancet Commission on 
Investing in Health; she is also a member of the Africa Progress Panel.  In 2011, Ms. Mohohlo 
co-chaired the World Economic Forum on Africa.  She is a recipient of a number of professional 
awards, including Botswana’s highest public service award for efficient and devoted service (the 
Presidential Order of Honour). 
   Walt Macnee (Canada) is Vice-Chairman of MasterCard Worldwide and is responsible for 
various senior client and Government relationships.  Previously, he was President of 
International Markets, Global Markets, as well as for the Americas Region.  From 2001 to 2004, 
he was President of MasterCard Canada.  He briefly left MasterCard from 2004 to 2006 when he 
was Executive Vice-President at Canadian Imperial bank of Commerce.  Prior to joining 
MasterCard, he spent 18 years with Toronto Dominion Bank where, in his last position as Senior 
Vice-President, he had full product management and client service responsibility for payment 
cards and personal lending. 
   Margot Wallström (Sweden) is the Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs.  She has had a long 
career in politics in the Swedish parliament, the Swedish Government and the European 
Commission.  She was European Environment Commissioner from 1999 to 2004, and in the 
Swedish Government she was Minister for Consumer Affairs, Women and Youth (1988–1991), 
Minister for Culture (1994–1996) and Minister for Social Affairs (1996–1998).  She was also the 
first of five Vice-Presidents of the 27-member European Commission from 2004 to 2010, and 
worked as Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict from 2010 to 2012. 
   Dhananjayan Sriskandarajah (Sri Lanka) is the Secretary General of CIVICUS: World Alliance 
for Citizen Participation.  In 2009, he was appointed Director General of the Royal 
Commonwealth Society, a large non-governmental organization devoted to Commonwealth 
affairs based in London.  He was the first non-British and youngest person to head this 140-
year-old organization.  Before being appointed to the Society, he was Deputy Director of the 



Institute for Public Policy Research.  He is a researcher, author and commentator on migration 
issues and economic development.  
 
::::::: 
 
In Observance Message, Secretary-General Calls on World Leaders to End Scourge 
of Fistula ‘in Our Lifetime’ 
21 May 2015 
SG/SM/16774-OBV/1468-WOM/2039 
Secretary-General 
Press Release - Following is UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s message for the International 
Day to End Obstetric Fistula, observed on 23 May: 

Obstetric fistula is a devastating yet completely preventable and, in many cases, treatable injury 
of childbirth.  It leaves women, and many girls, incontinent and often stigmatized, abused and 
isolated from families and communities.  At least 2 million women and girls live with the 
condition, and 50,000 to 100,000 new cases occur every year. 

The fact that fistula persists primarily among the poorest and most marginalized women and 
girls in the world is an egregious outcome of social, economic and gender inequalities, the 
denial of human rights and inadequate access to quality reproductive health services, including 
maternal and newborn care.  We can and must put an end to this needless suffering. 

We mark this International Day with the theme, “End fistula, restore women’s dignity.”  I call on 
world leaders to commit to ending the scourge of fistula in our lifetime.  To achieve this goal, 
every fistula-affected nation needs to develop an inclusive, costed and time-bound national 
strategy and action plan.  The international community must also significantly intensify support 
to nations with the greatest need. 

To address the neglected health and human rights issues of fistula, UNFPA, the United Nations 
Population Fund, and its partners, launched the global Campaign to End Fistula.  In the 
12 years since this effort began, much has been accomplished, including providing relief to 
more than 57,000 women and girls through fistula surgical repairs.  However, much more 
needs to be done. 

Echoing the December 2014 United Nations General Assembly resolution on ending fistula, I 
urge the international community to speed up its efforts to end this condition.  This needs to be 
part of a far-reaching and inclusive sustainable development agenda to improve sexual and 
reproductive and newborn health, strengthen health systems, eliminate health inequities and 
increase levels and predictability of funding. 

We have a moral obligation, as a global community, to complete the unfinished agenda of 
eradicating fistula.  Together, let us keep our promises to support universal human rights and 
ensure the health and dignity of women and girls everywhere. 

::::::: 
 
EBOLA/EVD  [to 23 May 2015] 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sgsm16774.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sgsm16774.doc.htm


Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC); "Threat to international peace and 
security" (UN Security Council)  
 
WHO: Ebola Situation Report - 20 May 2015  
 [Excerpts] 
SUMMARY 
:: The week to 17 May saw the highest weekly total of confirmed cases of Ebola 
virus disease (EVD) for over a month, with 35 cases reported from Guinea and Sierra 
Leone. This is a substantial increase compared with 9 cases reported the previous 
week. The geographical area of transmission has also expanded compared with recent weeks, 
with a total of 6 districts reporting cases (3 in Guinea, 3 in Sierra Leone), compared with 3 the 
previous week (2 in Guinea, 1 in Sierra Leone). Capacity for improved community engagement, 
case investigation, and targeted, active surveillance continues to be strengthened in areas of 
continuing transmission to ensure that remaining chains of transmission are detected, 
contained, and brought to an end… 
 
COUNTRIES WITH WIDESPREAD AND INTENSE TRANSMISSION 
:: There have been a total of 26,933 reported confirmed, probable, and suspected 
cases of EVD in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone (figure 1, table 1), with 11,120 
reported deaths (this total includes reported deaths among probable and suspected cases, 
although outcomes for many cases are unknown). A total of 27 new confirmed cases 
were reported in Guinea and 8 in Sierra Leone in the 7 days to 17 May. The outbreak in Liberia 
was declared over on 9 May… 
 
World Health Assembly gives WHO green light to reform emergency and response 
progamme 
News release  
   23 May 2015 ¦ GENEVA - Delegates at the World Health Assembly made a series of decisions 
stemming from the 2014 Ebola virus disease outbreak. These give the WHO Secretariat the go-
ahead to carry out structural reforms so it can prepare for and respond rapidly, flexibly and 
effectively to emergencies and disease outbreaks.  
 
 
Nepal earthquake 2015 - Grade 3 emergency 
:: Health situation report No. 18 pdf, 296kb  22 May 2015    
[Excerpt] 
…The 14 highly affected districts were assessed for their status on carrying out routine 
immunization work. Most of the districts are in a position to resume routine immunization 
despite the severe damage in the physical infrastructure. The cold chain statuses in most of the 
districts are intact and vaccines are safe except in Sindhupalchok district. WHO in close 
coordination with Logistic Management Division and UNICEF is planning to avail generators to 
revitalize the cold chain system… 
 
:: Global Health Cluster  
..Health Cluster 4Ws - 19 May 2015 xlsx, 380kb  
..Health Cluster Bulletin No. 3 pdf, 3.15Mb 18 May 2015 
 
 

http://apps.who.int/ebola/en/current-situation/ebola-situation-report-20-may-2015
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/ebola/ebola-case-definition-contact-en.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/ebola/ebola-case-definition-contact-en.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2015/wha-23-may-2015/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2015/wha-23-may-2015/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nepal/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/emergencies/crises/nepal/who-sitrep18-22-may-2015.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/global_health_cluster/en/index.html
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/emergencies/crises/nepal/nepal_4w_healthcluster_19may2015.xlsx?ua=1
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/emergencies/health_cluster_bulletin_18_may_2015.pdf?ua=1


*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations System Organizational Chart 
:: 8.5" x 11" / 216 x 279 mm :: 11" x 17" / 279 x 432 mm 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
22 May 2015  
SC/11904 
Security Council Press Statement on ISIL’s Violent Seizure of Palmyra, Syria 
 
22 May 2015  
SC/11903 
Security Council Press Statement on Terrorist Attack in Saudi Arabia 
 
22 May 2015  
DC/3561 
Consensus Eludes Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference as Positions Harden on 
Ways to Free Middle East of Mass Destruction Weapons 
After weeks of intense debate, States parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT) concluded the month-long 2015 Review Conference this evening, unable to 
reach consensus on an outcome text that would have delineated steps to speed progress on 
nuclear disarmament, advance non-proliferation and work towards a nuclear-weapon-free zone 
in the Middle East. 
 
22 May 2015  
SC/11901 
Security Council Urges Heightened Cooperation on Illicit Transfer of Small Arms, Light Weapons, 
Adopting Resolution 2220 (2015) with Abstentions 
The Security Council this morning adopted a text urging stronger cooperation in stemming the 
“illicit transfer, destabilizing accumulation and misuse” of small arms and light weapons, 
underlining the suffering they caused to civilians, although six members abstained, citing 
insufficient attention to keeping arms from all non-State actors. 
 
21 May 2015 
GA/AB/4157 
Concerns Aired over Ebola Response Operation’s Top-Heavy Staff Structure as Budget 
Committee Examines 2015 Funding Proposals for Office, Special Political Missions 
Sixty-ninth Session, 40th Meeting (AM) General Assembly 

http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/structure/pdfs/UN%20system%20chart_lettercolor_2013.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/structure/pdfs/UN%20system%20chart_11x17_color_2013.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11904.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11903.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/dc3561.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/dc3561.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11901.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11901.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gaab4157.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gaab4157.doc.htm


Additional $88.1 million was needed to support the “last mile” of the international response to 
the Ebola outbreak in West Africa, the United Nations Controller told the Fifth Committee 
(Administrative and Budgetary) today as delegates reiterated concern about significant 
resources spent to support the operation’s high-level staff positions. 
   Presenting the Secretary-General’s revised budget estimates for biennium 2014-2015 for the 
United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER), Bettina Tucci Bartsiotas, 
Assistant Secretary-General and Controller, said that $81.9 million of the additional requirement 
would be spent to provide field-level support to the affected countries, $2.7 million would go to 
the Office of the Special Envoy, and $3.5 million would fund 25 backstopping positions at 
Headquarters. 
   She explained that the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and Head of UNMEER and 
his Special Envoy on Ebola — both at the Under-Secretary-General level — had separate 
responsibilities, noting that the former maintained a roving presence between the affected 
countries to ensure a regional perspective, as well as unity of purpose, among all responders, 
while the latter would focus on mobilizing the funds needed to ensure that the United Nations 
agencies, funds and programmes had sufficient resources to support vigilance against Ebola 
and bridge efforts to the recovery phase. 
   “The sustained support of Member States in this last mile of the response to finish the job is 
essential,” she said, stressing that the collective investments of the communities, Governments, 
and regional and international stakeholders were too large to allow for progress to be rolled 
back. 
   In its report, the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) 
noted that it continued to remain unconvinced of the need for two Under-Secretary-General 
level positions.  In particular, it questioned why the functions of the Head of UNMEER could not 
have been performed by an incumbent at the Assistant Secretary-General level under the 
strategic guidance of the Special Envoy, or why the functions of the three Ebola crisis managers 
heading the country offices could not be performed by incumbents at the D-2 level. 
   South Africa’s delegate, speaking on behalf of the “Group of 77” developing countries and 
China, expressed disappointment over the Secretary-General’s proposal in favour of the top-
heavy structure.  The Group did not see the need for two positions at the Under-Secretary-
General level for an operation in the drawdown stage, and the Mission’s Head could assume the 
functions of the Special Envoy. 
   Sierra Leone’s delegate said that as UNMEER prepared for its drawdown, he looked forward 
to a seamless transitional strategy.  National sensitization and social mobilization campaigns 
should remain a high priority for United Nations specialized agencies in the subregion, and the 
Mission should consider further enhancing capacities for cross-border surveillance, collaboration 
and coordination. 
 
21 May 2015  
SG/SM/16774-OBV/1468-WOM/2039 
In Observance Message, Secretary-General Calls on World Leaders to End Scourge of Fistula ‘in 
Our Lifetime’ 
 
21 May 2015  
SG/SM/16772-SG/A/1570-IHA/1369 
Secretary-General Appoints High-Level Panel on Humanitarian Financing 
 
 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sgsm16774.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sgsm16774.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sgsm16772.doc.htm


UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 23 May 
2015] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true 
Government responsibility for equity and quality in education must be our first concern – UN 
expert 
5/21/2015 
Sp. Rapporteur on the right to education 
 
SE Asia / Migrants: “Saving the lives of those stranded at sea should remain the priority” – UN 
rights experts 
5/21/2015 
Migration and Human Rights 
Sp. Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
Sp. Rapporteur on torture 
Sp. Rapporteur on summary executions 
Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons especially women and children 
 
Guide to the Treaty Body system published in all six UN languages  
   GENEVA 20 May 2015 – A simple guide to the key role the Human Rights Treaty Bodies play 
in protecting human rights has been produced by the UN Human Rights Office in the UN’s six 
official languages.  
   The guide, entitled “The Human Rights Treaty Bodies – Protecting Your Rights”, explains 
what the independent expert Committees are; how States parties’ compliance with treaties is 
monitored by the Treaty Bodies and what role governments and others, such as civil society, 
play in the process.  
   The eight-page guide which is available online and also as a published booklet explains the 
reporting cycle and the individual complaints process. 
   “This booklet is part of our ongoing efforts to make the work of the Treaty Bodies, which lie 
at the heart of the international human rights protection system, more visible and accessible,” 
said Ibrahim Salama, head of the Human Rights Treaties Division. “We hope this simple guide 
will be of use to a wide range of stakeholders, including government officials, civil society 
representatives, media, students, and the general public.”  
   The online booklet is available here: 
Arabic: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_ar.pdf 
Chinese: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_ch.pdf 
English: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_en.pdf 
French: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_fr.pdf 
Russian: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_ru.pdf 
Spanish: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_sp.pdf 
 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15991&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15991&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15992&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15992&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15982&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_ar.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_ch.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_fr.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_ru.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/TB/TB_booklet_sp.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx


 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict  [to 23 May 2015] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
22 May 2015 
UN experts call for the universal ratification and implementation of the Optional Protocols to the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40 
UNHCR and partners appeal for US$207 million for Burundi Emergency  
22 May 2015 
 
UNHCR Statement on Southeast Asia Sea Movements  
20 May 2015 
 
Tanzania - Urgent efforts underway as seven Burundians die in diarrhoea outbreak in refugee 
camp  
17 May 2015 
 
 
International Organization for Migration  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
IOM Appeals for USD 84 million for Population Affected by Conflict in Yemen  
05/22/15 
   Yemen - IOM has launched a US$ 84 million regional appeal to meet the immediate needs of 
populations affected by the conflict in Yemen. 
 
IOM Sees Progress in SE Asia Migrant Crisis, But Warns More Must be Done  
05/22/15 
   Indonesia - The migrant crisis in Southeast Asia has entered a new phase, with over half of 
those originally estimated to be at sea now on dry land. 
 
Over 20,000 Migrants and Refugees Arrive in Horn of Africa from Yemen 
05/22/15 
   Somalia - Conflict and a complex humanitarian emergency has forced some 20,000 vulnerable 
people to flee from Yemen to the Horn of Africa over the past two months. They include 
refugees from Somalia, migrant workers from third countries and Yemeni civilians. 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/un-experts-call-for-the-universal-ratification-and-implementation-of-the-optional-protocols-to-the-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child/
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-release/un-experts-call-for-the-universal-ratification-and-implementation-of-the-optional-protocols-to-the-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40
http://www.unhcr.org/555f04979.html
http://www.unhcr.org/555c53ca9.html
http://www.unhcr.org/5559985f6.html
http://www.unhcr.org/5559985f6.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-appeals-usd-84-million-population-affected-conflict-yemen
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-sees-progress-se-asia-migrant-crisis-warns-more-must-be-done
http://www.iom.int/news/over-20000-migrants-and-refugees-arrive-horn-africa-yemen


 
Malawians Displaced by Floods Willing to Return Home 
05/22/15 
Malawi - This week the latest round of IOM’s Malawi Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) report 
showed 107,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) living in 131 open displacement sites across 
six districts. 
 
Nigeria Adopts National Migration Policy  
05/22/15 
   Nigeria - The Government of Nigeria has formally adopted a National Policy on Migration and 
its Implementation Plan, with support from IOM and the European Union (EU).  
 
IOM Evacuates Somalis from Yemen  
05/21/15 
   Somalia -  IOM, in close coordination with the Federal Government of Somalia, this week 
conducted its first evacuation of 95 Somali nationals stranded in Yemen. 
 
IOM Welcomes Decision to Save Lives of Migrants at Sea in Southeast Asia  
05/20/15 
   Geneva - IOM has welcomed the commitment by Indonesia and Malaysia to allow thousands 
of migrants – currently abandoned at sea by smugglers –  to come ashore. 
 
Joint Statement on Andaman Sea: IOM, UNHCR, OHCHR, UN SRSG Migration & Development 
05/19/15 
Search and rescue, disembarkation, and protection of human rights of refugees and migrants 
are needed to save lives in the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea. 
 
IOM Tracks Ramadi Displacement, Meets Humanitarian Needs  
05/19/15 
    Iraq - IOM Iraq’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) has recorded 40,608 individuals 
(6,768 families) displaced by violence in Ramadi since 15 May.  
 
Mediterranean Sea Crossings Continue to Climb 
05/19/15 
   Italy - Over 12,460 migrants arrived by sea to Italy in the month of May, according to IOM 
estimates. 
 
Ethiopia Sensitizes Public to Risks of Irregular Migration  
05/19/15 
Ethiopia - IOM Ethiopia yesterday (18/5) organized a sensitization workshop on the impact of 
irregular migration. The Addis Ababa event was attended by 120 public figures, community 
representatives and potential migrants. 
 
Earthquake Forces Nepal’s Overseas Workers to Face Tough Choices  
05/19/15 
   Nepal - Millions of Nepalese overseas workers are facing tough choices about how to respond 
to the April 25 earthquake that could have profound and immediate impacts on household and 
national economies. 

http://www.iom.int/news/malawians-displaced-floods-willing-return-home
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IOM Pilots Humanitarian Evacuation for Burundians Fleeing to Tanzania 
05/19/15 
   Tanzania - IOM, in coordination with regional authorities and UN partners, has successfully 
completed a pilot evacuation programme on foot aimed at decongesting Kagunga, a small 
village on the Tanzania-Burundi border, currently hosting an estimated 50,000 Burundian 
refugees. 
 
IOM Joins Emergency Cholera Response on Kenya-Somali Border 
05/19/15 
   Somalia - In late April 2015, the number of acute watery diarrhea (AWD) and suspected 
cholera cases in the Kenyan-Somali border town of Dhobley in the Lower Juba region of 
Somalia started to increase rapidly. 
 
IOM Aids Chadians Fleeing Boko Haram, Affected Border Communities  
05/19/15 
   Chad - Since the beginning of January 2015, an estimated 32,000 Chadians and other 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) have fled Boko Haram attacks and crossed the border from 
Nigeria into Chad’s Lac Chad region. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 
22 May 2015  
Chad: Revue de Presse Humanitaire au Tchad, du 25 avril au 22 mai 2015  
 
21 May 2015  
Mali: Arrival of the new Humanitarian Coordinator in Mali  
Mali (Bamako, 20 May 2015) - The new Humanitarian Coordinator in Mali, Ms. Mbaranga 
Gasarabwe, has officially taken office. Ms. Gasarabwe was appointed at the helm of Mali’s 
humanitarian community on 8 May by the United Nations Secretary-General. She succeeds Mr. 
David Gressly who recently completed his mission in the country.  
 
20 May 2015  
occupied Palestinian territory: UN Officials: Israel must halt plans to transfer Palestinian 
Bedouins [EN/AR/HE]  
Source: UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Country: occupied Palestinian territory The Humanitarian 
Coordinator for the occupied Palestinian territory, James W. Rawley, and the Director of 
UNRWA Operations West Bank, Felipe Sanchez, expressed their grave concern today that Israel 
is rapidly advancing plans to transfer Palestinian Bedouins in the central West Bank from their 
current communities.  
 
18 May 2015  
Iraq: The UN is rushing assistance to help people fleeing Ramadi but funds are running out and 
stocks are almost gone [EN/AR/KU]  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, UN Assistance Mission for Iraq 
Country: Iraq 18 May 2015: UN agencies are rushing humanitarian assistance to people fleeing 
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Ramadi for the second time in a month. Close to 25,000 people have fled Ramadi following ISIL 
attacks and fierce fighting in the city. Most of the displaced are fleeing towards Baghdad, with 
many trying to enter through security checkpoints.  
 
18 May 2015  
South Sudan: Statement Mr. Toby Lanzer, the Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan: 
"International Humanitarian Law Violated in Leer and Malakal"  
Source: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, UN Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator in South Sudan Country: South Sudan Juba, 18 May 2015: “Military operations in 
Unity and Upper Nile states over the past three days in particular have again devastated 
countless lives. Eyewitness accounts report targeted rape and killing of civilians, including 
children. The offensive in Unity has left thousands of homes burnt and Leer hospital is again 
under threat of destruction.  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
Europe’s roadmap for Sendai Framework 
22 May 2015 
   A disaster resilience education and research Roadmap for Europe 2030 has been launched in 
response to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, which was adopted by the 
international community in March. 
 
Sendai Framework raised at World Health Assembly 
20 May 2015 
   In a statement to the 68th World Health Assembly, the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNISDR), today said that the new Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction “has fully 
embraced the concept of health resilience and recognized that it must be a key area of focus 
for disaster risk reduction in the immediate future if we are to succeed in reducing existing 
levels of risk, and to avoid the creation of new risk.” 
 
 
UNICEF [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78364.html 
Selected press release and news notes 
Cholera outbreak triggers UNICEF relief operation at Burundi-Tanzania border 
   BUJUMBURA, Burundi/NAIROBI, Kenya/DAR-ES-SALAAM, Tanzania, 21 May 2015 – UNICEF 
has rushed relief supplies to Tanzania’s north-western border with Burundi, in response to a 
devastating cholera outbreak which has so far claimed 27 lives among the 50,000 Burundian 
refugees gathered on the shores of Lake Tanganyika.  
 
UNICEF and ARM Unleash Technology to Transform Children’s Lives 
    LONDON/NEW YORK, 19 May 2015 – UNICEF and ARM have announced a multi-year 
partnership to accelerate the development of new technologies to overcome the barriers that 
prevent millions of families from accessing basic health, education and support services. The 
partnership’s first action is to collaborate with global product strategy and design firm frog on a 
‘Wearables for Good’ challenge to generate ideas for new and innovative devices that tackle 
maternal and child health needs in emerging economies. 
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Every Newborn Action Plan Progress Report, Strategies toward Ending Preventable Maternal 
Mortality launch at 68th World Health Assembly 
   GENEVA, Switzerland, 19 May 2015 — Since the Every Newborn Action Plan (ENAP) was 
endorsed at the World Health Assembly one year ago, 15 of the 18 countries with some of the 
highest burden of maternal and newborn mortality have taken steps to improve care for 
mothers and their newborns. 
 
Children killed, abducted and raped in South Sudan attacks – UNICEF 
   JUBA, South Sudan/NAIROBI, Kenya, 18 May 2015 -  Dozens of children have been killed, at 
least 12 raped and others abducted and recruited in a series of attacks in South Sudan’s Unity 
State over a two-week period, according to eyewitness accounts received by UNICEF. 
 
UNICEF’s critical supplies reach affected children and families during Yemen humanitarian pause 
   SANA’A, Yemen 17 May, 2015 – UNICEF is distributing critical humanitarian aid for hundreds 
of thousands of children and affected civilians across Yemen during a five day humanitarian 
pause. Despite reports of heavy fighting in certain parts of the country, lifesaving supplies are 
reaching hospitals, health centres, affected communities and displaced people. These include 
medicine for childhood illnesses like diarrhea and acute respiratory infections, nutrition supplies, 
midwifery and hygiene kits and water tanks.  
 
 
UN Women  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unwomen.org/ 
Selected Press Releases 
“We must make a concerted effort to remove all barriers to education for girls and 
adolescents”– Yannick Glemarec  
Date : May 22, 2015  
   Statement by UN Women’s Deputy Executive Director, Yannick Glemarec, at the World 
Education Forum 2015 high-level statements and closing ceremony, on 21 May, in Incheon, 
Republic of Korea. 
 
“Progress for women is progress for all.” – Lakshmi Puri  
Date : May 21, 2015  
   Statement by Deputy Executive Director of UN Women, Ms. Lakshmi Puri, at the launch of UN 
Women’s flagship report, Progress of the World’s Women: Transforming Economies, Realizing 
Rights, on 21 May at the International Labour Organization Headquarters, in Geneva, 
Switzerland.  
 
New Gender Alert highlights the need to ensure leadership roles for women in post-earthquake 
Nepal  
Date : May 19, 2015  
   According to a new Gender Alert on the crisis, the participation and leadership of women and 
girls in the assessment, planning and implementation of the humanitarian and early recovery 
response is crucial to ensuring the needs and vulnerabilities of women and girls are identified 
and addressed. 
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“Gender equality must remain a top priority in order to close the health equity gap worldwide”– 
Lakshmi Puri  
Date : May 19, 2015  
   Statement by the UN Women Deputy Executive Director Ms. Lakshmi Puri, at the 68th Session 
of the World Health Assembly, “Women and Health: 20 years of Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action” held on 19 May, in Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://undesadspd.org/IndigenousPeoples.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WHO & Regionals [to 23 May 2015] 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
WHO African Region AFRO 
:: Dr Moeti urges intensified actions to address heart diseases in children  19 May 2015  
:: Burundian crisis triggers emerging humanitarian emergency in Tanzania - 19 May 2015  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO/WHO honors Nicaragua, Uruguay and four tobacco control advocates with the 2015 
World No Tobacco Day awards 05/22/2015 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Access to maternal and child health care in Nepal brings joy amid destruction  [undated] 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Day 4 of the World Health Assembly: highlights for the European Region 22-05-2015  
:: Moving environment and health forwards 22-05-2015  
:: Day 3 of the World Health Assembly: highlights for the European Region 21-05-2015  
:: Day 2 of the World Health Assembly: highlights for the European Region 20-05-2015 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO Regional Director calls for respect and safety for health care workers and facilities  21 
May 2015 
:: WHO delivers additional medicines and medical supplies to Yemen  18 May 2015  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
UNDP and UNAIDS back efforts by least-developed countries to secure sustainable access to 
treatment 
21 May 2015 | PDF 
 
UNAIDS calls for sustained commitment to develop an effective HIV vaccine 
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18 May 2015 | PDF 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unfpa.org/public/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
22 May 2015  
Helen Clark: Speech at the Astana Economic Forum on High-Level Plenary Session  
Astana, Kazakhstan 
 
21 May 2015  
UNDP and UNAIDS back efforts by least-developed countries to secure sustainable access to 
treatment 
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Joint United Nations Programme 
on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) would like to call attention to the urgent and compelling case for the 
international community to take all measures possible to protect the health of people living in 
least-developed countries (LDCs). 
 
21 May 2015  
Magdy Martínez-Solimán: Remarks at Climate Change and Development Forum, 7th Pacific 
Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM7) 
Tokyo, Japan 
 
21 May 2015  
UNDP partnership with Green Climate Fund provides opportunity for Pacific Small Islands to 
move from vulnerability to resilience 
UNDP has been selected as one of the first seven accredited implementing agencies of the 
Global Climate Fund and has the comparative advantage and experience of working with 19 
countries across all SIDS regions and with global environmental funds for addressing climate 
change.  
 
21 May 2015  
Japan to provide USD 1 million for jumpstarting early recovery in Nepal’s three most Earthquake 
affected districts 
The Government of Japan and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) on have 
signed an agreement for US$1 million emergency grant in the aftermath of the two devastating 
Nepal earthquakes to manage debris and create emergency employment through a cash-for-
work programme. 
 
19 May 2015  
Innovation as a driver for sustainable development: UNDP’s Innovation Facility publishes its 
Year in Review Report 
UNDP’s Innovation Facility launches its Annual Review for 2014, showing why innovation is 
becoming increasingly important in international development and for UNDP itself.  
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19 May 2015  
UNDP launches new “EnergyPlus” Guidelines to support Sustainable Energy for All  
The UN Development Programme yesterday launched its newest flagship publication, ‘The 
EnergyPlus Guidelines’, at the opening of the 2nd UN Sustainable Energy for All Forum (SE4ALL) 
in New York City.  
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 23 May 2015] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Post-2015 intergovernmental negotiations | 18 - 22 May 2015 
Food for thought paper on a possible Technology Facilitation Mechanism  
Revised Proposal for themes for Interactive Dialogues during the Post-2015 United Nations 
Summit (revision 3)  
 
Editor’s Note: 
The link below is to the video capture of the concluding session of week-long negotiations 
around the SDGs as a key next step. 
(9th meeting) Intergovernmental negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda 
22 May 2015 - Informal meetings of the plenary of the process of intergovernmental 
negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda, pursuant to resolution 69/244 and 
decisions 69/550 and 69/555.  
 
 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
 
Sustainable Development Goal Indicators website 
Article 
Activities of the Friends of the Chair Group (FOC) on broader measures of progress 
19 May 2015  
   At its 44th session, held from 26 February to 1 March 2013, the United Nations Statistical 
Commission created the Friends of the Chair group (FOC) on broader measures of progress, in 
response to the request of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20 
Conference) to launch a programme of work on broader measures of progress to complement 
gross domestic product (GDP) in order to better inform policy decisions. The Commission also 
requested the FOC to monitor the debate on development frameworks, and to undertake an 
active dialogue with United Nations bodies and the policy sphere to ensure that a robust 
statistical measurement approach was incorporated from the outset in the preparations for the 
post-2015 development agenda. 
 
Event 
First meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
1 Jun 2015 / 10:00 2 Jun 2015 / 18:00  
   The First Meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) will take place on 1-2 June 2015 in New York. 
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UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
Selected Press Releases  
On Climate Finance Day: New UN Report Lays Out Financial Reforms Needed to Harness Multi-
Trillion Investments towards Insulating Countries, Communities from Climate Shocks and Build 
Market Resilience  
   'The Coming Financial Climate' report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) identifies 
measures that cover risk, capital mobilization, transparency and a shift in the financial culture to 
make climate security an integral part of a sustainable financial system.  
22/05/2015  
 
New Report Outlines Strategies to Increase Funding for Black Carbon Reduction  
Rapid implementation of measures to reduce black carbon in a range of sectors would deliver 
multiple benefits and near term results in health, climate and other areas  
21/05/2015  
 
Crime Fighters Recognized for Tackling Illegal Trade in Wildlife, Chemicals and Waste  
Environment crime undermines sustainable development. It is not only a threat to species, to 
habitats and to ecosystems, but also to human health, livelihoods and national economies  
21/05/2015  
 
Efficient Resource Use Key to New Industrial Revolution in Asia Pacific, report says  
High Potential for Low-Carbon and Resource-Efficient Growth  
19/05/2015 
 
Countries Move Forward on Important Issues for Sustainable Management of Chemicals and 
Waste  
Key decisions adopted at the meeting include the listing of four new chemicals under the 
Stockholm and Rotterdam Conventions.  
18/05/2015  
 
UN Report Outlines Ways to Achieve Clean, Sustainable Off-Grid Lighting for Africa  
New Publication Highlights Effective Policies to Accelerate Cost-Effective, Healthy Solutions.  
18/05/2015  
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html 
Global economy growing at modest pace 
19 May 2015, New York  
   The world economy continues to grow at a modest pace, with a gradual improvement 
projected for the second half of 2015 and 2016, according to the United Nations World 
Economic Situation and Prospects as of mid-2015 report, launched today. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
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22/05/2015 –  
“Mandela Rules” passed, standards on the treatment of prisoners enhanced for the 21st century 
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
22/05/2015 –  
Crime Commission closes with call to tackle some of world’s most daunting challenges 
 
19/05/2015 –  
Statement by UNODC Executive Director Yury Fedotov: The killing of women and girls shames 
every society 
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/press-releases/ 
Planning needs to change in the occupied West Bank – UN-Habitat 
   Ramallah, 21 May 2015 - We call on the Israeli Civil Administration (ICA) to considerably 
improve the pace by which plans are approved. The Palestinian communities in Area C have 
waited far too long to have plans that provide them with fair opportunities to develop their 
homes and livelihoods. It could be the start to building trust, and essential step towards a 
renewed peace process. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2015/en/ 
FAO signs partnership and liaison office agreement with Kazakhstan 
   FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva and Kazakhstan's Minister of Agriculture 
Assylzhan Mamytbekov have signed an agreement establishing an FAO Partnership and Liaison 
Office in the country. 
23-05-2015 
 
Kazakhstan showing leadership on food security in Central Asia 
   Eradicating chronic hunger and malnutrition worldwide will require the collaboration of both 
developed and emerging economies, and Kazakhstan is well positioned for leadership in this 
area, according to FAO's Director-General. 
21-05-2015 
 
Angling for gender equality in the seafood industry 
   While women are estimated to make up half of all people in the fisheries sector, their work 
often goes unrecognized and underpaid, their access to opportunities and resources remains 
limited and their representation in positions of leadership trails far behind other industries. 
19-05-2015 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/index.htm 
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18 May: Ghana receives IFAD financing to help smallholder farmers boost agricultural 
production and transformation 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm 
World Employment and Social Outlook 2015 
Following decades of rapid increase, global supply chain jobs shrink   
21 May 2015  
How many jobs worldwide are linked to global supply chain 
   GENEVA (ILO News) – Global supply chains (GSCs)* developed at a fast rate over the last 
two decades and the number of jobs associated with them grew rapidly from the late 1990s 
until the financial crisis, reaching almost 500 million by 2007. But after a sharp drop in 2009, 
GSC-related jobs have only recovered modestly and their share of total employment in 
emerging economies has continued to decline, according to the ILO’s World Employment and 
Social Outlook 2015 . 
   The flagship report of the International Labour Organization looks at a sample of 40 countries 
with available data and estimates that GSC-related jobs increased from 296 million in 1995 to 
492 million in 2007, and then dropped to 453 million by 2013. 
 
World Employment and Social Outlook 2015 
ILO warns of widespread insecurity in the global labour market   
19 May 2015  
   How is the world of work changing? Are permanent contracts the norm or the exception? 
GENEVA (ILO News) – Only one quarter of workers worldwide is estimated to have a stable 
employment relationship, according to a new report by the International Labour Organization 
(ILO). 
   The World Employment and Social Outlook 2015 (WESO)   finds that, among countries with 
available data (covering 84 per cent of the global workforce), three quarters of workers are 
employed on temporary or short-term contracts, in informal jobs often without any contract, 
under own-account arrangements or in unpaid family jobs.  
   Over 60 per cent of all workers lack any kind of employment contract, with most of them 
engaged in own-account* or contributing family work in the developing world. However, even 
among wage and salaried workers, less than half (42 per cent) are working on a permanent 
contract…. 
 
Syrian refugee crisis 
Informally employed Syrian refugees, working under harsh conditions, further strain Jordanian 
labour market   
18 May 2015  
   The arrival of hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees in neighbouring Jordan has increased 
unemployment in areas in which they are highly concentrated, and further strained the host 
country’s infrastructure, resources and public services. This has increased competition in some 
sectors and added to the informality of the labour market, a new joint report by the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) and Institute for Applied International Studies (Fafo) 
finds. 
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ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.imo.org/MediaCentre/Pages/Home.aspx 
Nippon Foundation announces major financial support for enhanced World Maritime University 
   21/05/2015 Nippon Foundation willing to establish US$100 million endowment fund to 
support WMU.   
 
IMO Secretary-General inaugurates new World Maritime University building 
   20/05/2015 Expanded, state-of-the-art, premises for the World Maritime University (WMU) 
formally opened.  
 

 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 23 May 2015] 
https://www.wmo.int/media/?q=news 
World Meteorological Congress: Facing Up to Climate Change, Extreme Weather 
21 May 2015  
    GENEVA 21 May 2015 (WMO) - The World Meteorological Congress meets from 25 May to 12 
June with a focus on how to strengthen weather and climate services to meet the needs of a 
growing global population and cope with climate variability and change, extreme weather and 
related shocks on all socio-economic sectors. 
Congress takes place every four years and decides on the strategy, policies, priorities, budget 
and office holders of the 191-Member World Meteorological Organization (WMO). 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unido.org/en/news-centre/news.html 
UNIDO and UfM to promote inclusive and sustainable socio-economic development in the region 
Friday, 22 May 2015 
   VIENNA, 22 May 2015 - The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
and the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) will work closely to identify joint opportunities to 
advance inclusive and sustainable development… 
  
Reducing persistent organic pollutants emissions in East and Southeast Asia  
Monday, 18 May 2015 
   PHNOM PENH, 18 May 2015 – Representatives of the governments of Cambodia, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Mongolia, the Philippines, and Viet Nam today took part in the launch of a 
regional project...  
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
UNWTO Commission for Europe outlines policy priorities 
20 May 2015 
   Increased regional cooperation, visa facilitation and the customization of visitor experiences 
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through mobile technologies were some of the topics in focus at the 58th Meeting of the 
UNWTO Commission for Europe and Seminar on Mobile Technologies for Improving the Tourism 
Experience (Haifa, Israel, 12-13 May). 
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
New report offers guidance to e-waste management in Latin America 
International collaboration yields region-specific e-waste roadmap 
   Geneva, 19 May 2015 – A study undertaken by ITU in collaboration with other international 
and regional organizations has concluded with the release of a report outlining the state of e-
waste management in Latin America. The report offers guidance to the region on the steps to 
be taken towards environmentally sustainable e-waste management. 
   e-Waste is one of the world’s fastest-growing waste streams, with an estimated 42-million 
metric tons generated in 2014. Developing countries are known to bear the largest e-waste 
burden. Often ill-equipped to treat e-waste efficiently, these countries have first-hand 
experience of the adverse effects of e-waste on the environment and on the health of citizens. 
   The study was co-conducted by ITU; the Secretariat of the Basel Convention; the Basel 
Convention Regional Centre for South America (CRBAS); the World Health Organization (WHO); 
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO); the Organization of United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO); the Economic Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC); and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO)… 
Download the full report in Spanish (.pdf) 
Download a summary in English (.ppt)  
 
ITU and Iridium enhance telecommunication capacity for emergencies following natural 
disasters 
Iridium donates new emergency telecommunication equipment to ITU 
   Geneva, 20 May 2015 – Iridium Communications Inc, a satellite communications company 
that offers global voice and data communications coverage, has donated new emergency 
telecommunication equipment to ITU. The donation, which consists of 25 satellite phones and 
batteries, will strengthen ITU’s telecommunication capacity in response to natural disasters… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/for-the-press/press-releases/ 
World Education Forum adopts Declaration on the Future of Education 
   Incheon, Republic of Korea, 21 May: A transformative vision for education over the next 15 
years has been adopted at the World Education Forum, which concluded today in Incheon, 
Republic of Korea. The Incheon Declaration was welcomed by the global education community, 
including government ministers from more than 100 countries, non-governmental organizations 
and youth groups. It encourages countries to provide inclusive, equitable, quality education and 
life-long learning opportunities for all. The Declaration will underpin the education targets in the 
Sustainable Development Goals that will be ratified at the United Nations in September. 
[Link to text of Declaration not identified] 
 
UNESCO Director-General calls for immediate cessation of hostilities in Palmyra 
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20.05.15 
    The Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, has called for an immediate end to hostilities 
in Palmyra (Syria) following reports from several sources that armed extremist groups have 
infiltrated the World Heritage site, where fighting is now ongoing. 
   “I am deeply concerned by the situation at the site of Palmyra. The fighting is putting at risk 
one of the most significant sites in the Middle East, and its civilian population,” said Irina 
Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO.  
   “I reiterate my appeal for an immediate cessation of hostilities at the site. I further call on the 
international community to do everything in its power to protect the affected civilian population 
and safeguard the unique cultural heritage of Palmyra. Finally, it is imperative that all parties 
respect international obligations to protect cultural heritage during conflict, by avoiding direct 
targeting, as well as use for military purposes, ” declared the Director-General.  
   Palmyra contains the monumental ruins of a great city that was one of the most important 
cultural centres of the ancient world. From the 1st to the 2nd century, the art and architecture 
of Palmyra, standing at the crossroads of several civilizations, married Graeco-Roman 
techniques with local traditions and Persian influences. The splendour of the ruins of Palmyra, 
rising out of the Syrian desert north-east of Damascus is testament to the unique aesthetic 
achievement of a wealthy caravan oasis intermittently under the rule of Rome from the Ist to 
the 3rd century AD. The grand colonnade constitutes a characteristic example of a type of 
structure which represents a major artistic development… 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
Negotiators Adopt Geneva Act of Lisbon Agreement at Diplomatic Conference 
   Negotiators approved a revision of an international registration system providing protection 
for names that identify the geographic origin of products such as coffee, tea, fruits, wine, 
pottery, glass and cloth. 
May 20, 2015 PR/2015/779 
 
 
CBD Convention on Biological Diversity [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
Press Releases 
Bio-Bridge Initiative funding agreement signed to promote technical and scientific cooperation 
on biodiversity 
   Montreal, 19 May 2015 – The Republic of Korea and the Secretariat of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD), with the purpose of promoting technical and scientific co-operation 
and to support achievement of the goals and targets of the Convention, have today signed a 
funding agreement for the implementation of the 2015-2020 Bio-Bridge Initiative.2015-05-08 
 
International Day for Biological Diversity 2015  [22 May 2015] 
Biodiversity for Sustainable Development  
   This year’s theme reflects the importance of efforts made at all levels to establish a set of 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as part of the United Nations Post-2015 Development 
Agenda for the period of 2015-2030 and the relevance of biodiversity for the achievement of 
sustainable development.  
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   The selection of the theme also underlines the adoption of the Gangwon Declaration, by 
ministers and participants to the High-level Segment of the twelfth meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). The Gangwon Declaration 
welcomed the importance given to biodiversity in the outcome document of the Open Working 
Group on Sustainable Development Goals and called for the further integration and 
mainstreaming of biodiversity in the Post-2015 Development Agenda… 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
USAID Announces Additional $9 Million for Nepal Earthquake Response  
May 19, 2015 
   U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) announced an additional $9 million in 
assistance dedicated to earthquake response and recovery efforts.  The announcement brings 
the total amount of U.S. humanitarian assistance for the disaster to nearly $47 million, 
including: $32.5 million in funding from USAID and $14.3 million from the U.S. Department of 
Defense. 
 
U.S. Signs Loan Guarantee Agreement for Ukraine  
May 18, 2015 
   The United States today reaffirmed its strong commitment to the people of Ukraine by signing 
a $1 billion sovereign loan guarantee agreement with the Government of Ukraine. The 
guarantee will help the Government of Ukraine continue to institute reforms that tackle 
corruption, improve the business climate, put the economy on a sustainable path to growth, 
and make government more responsive to the people. 
 
 
DFID  [to 23 May 2015] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/latest?departments%5B%5D=department-for-international-
development 
Funding for development research 
Updated 20 May 2015  Detailed guide  DFID  
 
Nepal earthquake: UK aid response 
Updated 20 May 2015  News story  DFID, FCO and MOD  
 
Women and girls receive support as Britain helps rebuilding efforts in Nepal 
Published 20 May 2015   Press release  DFID  
 
Factsheet: The UK's humanitarian aid response to the Syria crisis 
Updated 19 May 2015   Statistics  DFID  
 
 
ECHO  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Nepal: Additional assistance via the EU Civil Protection Mechanism  
22/05/2015 
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  The European Commission is facilitating the deployment of a large cargo of equipment to 
Nepal. International Humanitarian Partnership countries (Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Finland 
and Luxembourg) will establish a "base camp" for 60 humanitarian workers to support relief 
operations in the Sindhupalchowk district. 60 humanitarian workers to support relief operations 
in the Sindhupalchowk district. 
 
EU boosts assistance for the Sahel to increase resilience 
22/05/2015 
   The European Commission is providing assistance worth €34 million for immediate food aid 
for the most vulnerable people in Mauritania, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Gambia, Mali, Niger and 
Chad. Coming at the start of the lean season in the Sahel region,...  
 
EU helps bring new vital aid into Yemen  
21/05/2015 
   The European Commission is giving €5.1 million in humanitarian funding for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to respond to the crisis in Yemen. This will allow essential 
supplies to be delivered to populations…  
 
:::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.ipu.org/english/news.htm 
Press Releases 
World's young MPs tackle conflict and economic crisis - 22 May 2015  
 
IPU welcomes steps to reduce tensions in the Maldives - 21 May 2015  
 
 
African Union [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
May.21.2015    
H.E Dr. Aisha L. Abdullahi, Commissioner for Political Affairs and H.E Joseph Nourrice, 
Ambassador of Seychelles to Ethiopia, representing the PRC Sub-Committee on Refugees jointly 
present a cheque of USD 100,000 to UNHCR Uganda  
 
May.20.2015    
Customs Experts gather for the 2nd time in Harare, Zimbabwe to discuss Coordinated Border 
Management in Africa  
 
May.20.2015    
AU Foundation appoints Executive Director, plans high-profile initial awareness- and fundraising 
events  
   Cape Town, South Africa – 20 May 2015: The Council of the recently launched African Union 
(AU) Foundation has appointed an Executive Director, lined up key events and made critical 
decisions to allow for the immediate functioning of the Foundation. In its second Council 
Member meeting held on Wednesday 20 May 2015, in Cape Town, South Africa, the Council 
decided to appoint Mr. Louis Napo Gnagbe, as the Executive Director, for a maximum period of 
two years 
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The African Development Bank Group  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
African countries reach tipping point as pilots for renewable energy, climate resilience and 
sustainable forests 
   22/05/2015 - At its governing body meetings last week, the $8.1 billion Climate Investment 
Funds (CIF) endorsed 9 African nations to serve as pilot countries for critical aspects of climate-
smart development, with six pilot countries for climate resilience and three for sustainable 
forests. In addition, governments unanimously endorsed Ghana’s ambitious investment plan to 
transform and promote its renewable energy sector. 
 
SE4All Action Agendas set stage for mobilizing investment in sustainable energy in Africa 
   20/05/2015 - African countries are one step closer to realizing the goals of universal energy 
access through following a coordinated approach to energy sector development at the country 
level according to speakers at a special session held during the Second Sustainable Energy for 
All (SE4All) Forum in New York. 
 
 
ASEAN   [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
ASEAN Enhances Awareness and Technical Capacity on Trademarks and Madrid Protocol  
Friday, 22 May 2015.  
   YANGON, 22 May 2015 - ASEAN Member States continue to intensify efforts to modernize 
their trademarks regime, including through accession to Madrid Protocol, as part of the 
intellectual property (IP) initiatives to transform ASEAN into an innovative and competitive 
region as envisioned in ASEAN Economic Community. The Madrid Protocol makes it faster, 
cheaper and easier for regional businesses to file trademark applications in multiple 
jurisdictions. 
 
 
European Union  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://europa.eu/newsroom/index_en.htm 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Europe's organised civil society examines EU migration and development policies at EESC...  
Employment and social rights | 22/05/2015 12:01 | European Economic and Social Committee 
 
Article - Migration: MEPs debate EU response  
Justice and citizens rights | 20/05/2015 12:14 | European Parliament 
 
Press release - Financing for development: EU countries to stick to foreign aid commitments  
External relations and foreign affairs | 19/05/2015 12:46 | European Parliament 
 
 
OECD  [to 23 May 2015] 
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http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Improving job quality and reducing gender gaps are essential to tackling growing inequality  
21-May-2015 
   Income inequality has reached record highs in most OECD countries and remains at even 
higher levels in many emerging economies. The richest 10 per cent of the population in the 
OECD now earn 9.6 times the income of the poorest 10 per cent, up from 7:1 in the 1980s and 
9:1 in the 2000s, according to a new OECD report.  
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp 
Inauguration of Luis Almagro Lemes as Secretary General of the OAS  
May 22, 2015 
   The Secretary General-elect of the Organization of American States (OAS), Luis Almagro 
Lemes, will assume his office on Tuesday, May 26 at 17:00 EDT (21:00 GMT) in a 
Protocolary Meeting of the Permanent Council of the hemispheric Organization, to be held in the 
Hall of the Americas at its headquarters in Washington, DC. 
 
OAS Drug Commission Publishes Report on Alternatives to Incarceration for Drug-Related 
Offenses 
E-185  May 21, 2015 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv2/news/ 
Third International Forum for Humanitarian Work Adopts Mechanisms to Address Risks of 
Access to the Affected in Armed Conflicts 
   The participants in the Third International Forum for Humanitarian Work recommended the 
need to encourage humanitarian organizations in the region to integrate risk management 
related to humanitarian action within its functions and allocate the necessary resources for that. 
The reason is that ensuring the security of humanitarian workers in conflict zones has become 
an urgent necessity deliberated extensively at the Forum sessions.  
   The final communique welcomed the commitment of humanitarian organizations in the region 
to the humanitarian principles. However, it urged them to strengthen their capabilities in this 
area through cooperation among themselves and with other agencies, such as the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, the Red Crescent. It also encouraged them to spread these 
principles and develop codes of conduct.  
   It is noteworthy that the Third International Forum for Humanitarian Work, organized in Doha 
by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, in collaboration with Qatar Charity, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Islamic Relief Organization, and a 
number of research centers, witnessed the attendance of more than 140 participants from 
about 20 countries, representatives of more than 60 different entities… 
22/05/2015 [No link to text of final communique identified] 
 
Secretary General lauds the launching of the King Salman ibn Abdulaziz Releif and Humanitarian 
Work Centre by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
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   The Secretary General of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Mr Iyad Ameen 
Madani, welcomed the launching by the Custodian of The Two Holy Mosques King Salman Ibn 
Abdulaziz of the King Salman Ibn Abdulaziz Relief and Humanitarian Action Centre in Riyadh as 
a continuation of the King’s humanitarian initiatives towards societies affected disasters or 
crises. He recalled that the announcement by the Custodian of Two Holy Mosques King Salman 
Ibn Abdulaziz to allocate $1 billion for relief and humanitarian work for the centre, in addition to 
previous allocations in response to humanitarian and relief needs of the Yemeni people, fall 
under the scope of his aim to remove the plight of peoples, communities and states facing 
disasters and crises.... 
20/05/2015 
 
Humanitarian Situation Deteriorating, Third International Forum for Humanitarian Work hears 
   DOHA: The Third International Forum for Humanitarian Work began in Doha on May 19 amid 
warnings from the OIC that the humanitarian situation in several Muslim countries is worsening 
and that growing numbers of refugees are causing state institutes to collapse... 
19/05/2015 
 
OIC Welcomes the Adoption of "Riyadh Declaration" at the Yemeni National Dialogue 
Conference 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), welcomed the consensus reached by the 
participants in the Yemeni National Dialogue Conference, held in Riyadh under the theme 
"Saving Yemen", and their adoption of the document "Riyadh Declaration"... 
19/05/2015 
 
OIC Secretary General Welcomes the Signature of the Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation 
in Mali 
   The Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Mr Iyad Ameen 
Madani, welcomed the signature on 15th May 2015 in Bamako of the Agreement for Peace and 
Reconciliation that resulted from the Algiers peace process. He commends the Algerian –led 
international mediation which also includes the OIC for brokering the balanced deal that serves 
as a good basis for durable peace in Mali... 
17/05/2015 
 
OIC Calls for Humanitarian Action to address the plight of Rohingya and Bangladeshi Refugees 
   The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has been monitoring the situation facing 
thousands of Rohingya and Bangladeshi refugees, asylum-seekers and economic migrants 
stranded on boats in the Andaman Sea and Straits of Malacca... 
17/05/2015 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
Statement by H.E. Mr. Kingson J.N. Mamabolo, Permanent Representative of South Africa to the 
United Nations and Chairman of the Group of 77, on the conclusion of the fifth session of the 
Post-2015 Developemnt Agenda (New York, 22 May 2015) 
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… The Group maintains it view that poverty remains the greatest global challenge afflicting 
developing countries and therefore poverty eradication must remain the overriding objective of 
the post-2015 development agenda. In dealing with this compelling challenge Member States 
efforts must be underpinned by Agenda 21, Johannesburg Plan of Action and the Rio principles 
in particular principle 7, namely Common but Differentiated Responsibilities. The Group 
reiterates its long- standing view that for developing countries poverty eradication remains the 
sine qua non for the realization of sustainable development and the realization of the objectives 
of the post-2015 development agenda. In our view this is the approach that should continue to 
guide our debate on the post-2015 development agenda…. 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Thembela Ngculu (Mr), Counsellor for 
Sustainable Development at the South African Permanent Mission to the United Nations, on the 
occasion of the debate on the revision of SDGs targets (New York, 21 April 2015) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr Lyle Davidson, Counsellor at the 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations, on agenda item 132: 
Programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015: United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency 
Response, at the second part of the resumed sixty-ninth session of the Fifth Committee of the 
United Nations General Assembly (New York, 21 May 2015) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Thembela Ngculu (Mr), Counsellor for 
Sustainable Development at the South African Permanent Mission to the United Nations, on the 
occasion of the debate on "Follow-up and review for the Post-2015 Development Agenda" (New 
York, 20 May 2015) 
 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Mr Mahlatse Mminele, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of the South Africa to the United Nations, on the occasion of the follow-up and 
review session of the post-2015 development agenda (New York, 18 May 2015) 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Trade Organisation [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMF  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
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World Bank [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Gaza Economy on the Verge of Collapse, Youth Unemployment Highest in the Region at 60 
Percent  
   JERUSALEM, May 21, 2015 - Blockades, war and poor governance have strangled Gaza's 
economy and the unemployment rate is now the highest in the world according to the 
latest World Bank economic update. The report will be presented to the Ad Hoc Liaison 
Committee (AHLC), a forum of donors to the Palestinian Authority, at the bi-annual meeting in 
Brussels on May 27, 2015.The report estimates that Gaza’s GDP would have been about four 
times higher than it currently is if it weren’t for the conflicts and the multiple restrictions. It also 
states that the blockade in place since 2007 has shaved around 50 percent off Gaza’s GDP.  
Unemployment in Gaza is the highest in the world at 43 percent. Even more alarming is the 
situation of youth unemployment which soared to more than 60 percent by the end of 2014… 
Date: May 21, 2015  
 
Guinea: World Bank Supports Improved Maternal and Child Health Services Beyond Ebola 
Outbreak  
   WASHINGTON, May 20, 2015 — The World Bank Group’s Board of Executive Directors today 
approved US$15.1 million for women and children to expand access to maternal, child health 
and nutrition services in Faranah and Labe, two of the poorest regions in Guinea. The Primary 
Health Services Improvement Project, funded with a grant and credit from the International 
Development Association* (IDA), will target women, and children under five, by making 
available urgently needed medicines and recruiting and training health workers for rural health 
centers in Faranah and Labe.  These two regions are home to around 1.9 million people, or 
approximately one fifth of Guinea’s total population. Of those, 52 percent are female and 20 
percent are children under five. The Ebola crisis, which first emerged in December 2013, has 
taken a major toll on families, communities and the economy in Guinea.  
Date: May 20, 2015  
 
World Bank: The Trade Challenge for Latin America and the Caribbean  
Stronger and Broader Integration Key to Revert Region’s Lag in Global Trade    
   LIMA, May 19th, 2015 – Back in the 1980’s, trade ties for Latin America and the Caribbean 
were very similar to those of East Asia -- thin and focused on a single key player in the North, 
United States and Japan, respectively. Today, East Asia’s trade network is much denser and 
productive, crisscrossing among its countries and extending to the north. In contrast, Latin 
America’s remains narrow and dominated by the United States, followed at a very distant 
second by Brazil. The World Bank’s latest flagship report for the region, “Latin America and the 
Rising South: Changing World, Changing Priorities” launched here today, provides an in-depth 
look at these global connections in trade and finance, and a sober assessment of their promise 
and trials for the region.  
Date: May 19, 2015  
 
New Report Finds World Progressing on Sustainable Energy Goals But Still Far From Finish Line  
   NEW YORK, May 18, 2015—The world is heading in the right direction to achieve universal 
access to sustainable energy by 2030 but must move faster, says a new report that tracks the 
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progress of the Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) initiative. The report – Progress Toward 
Sustainable Energy: Global Tracking Framework 2015”  – finds that 1.1 billion people in the 
world still live without electricity and almost 3 billion still cook using polluting fuels like 
kerosene, wood, charcoal and dung. And, while picking up steam, renewable energy generation 
and energy efficiency improvements will need to accelerate dramatically, it says. The report is 
the second in a series that tracks the world’s progress toward SE4All’s three goals of universal 
energy access, doubling the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency, and doubling the 
share of renewable energy in the global energy mix – all to be met by 2030.  
Date: May 18, 2015  
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: NGO/Collaborations/Initiatives Watch 
We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action. 
This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcement, programs or appeals. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Let’s Restore Women’s Dignity 
23 May 2015 
   Today is International Day to End Obstetric Fistula. Obstetric fistula (OF) are debilitating 
complications of obstructed labor, which result in uncontrollable leaking of urine and/or faeces, 
leading to devastating, stigmatized and dehumanizing conditions for the affected women. It is 
sad to note that this condition mostly affects poor, marginalised women in the developing 
world. There are at least two million women living with fistula, primarily in sub-Saharan Africa 
and South Asia with 50,000 – 100,000 women and girls affected each year in Africa alone… 
   …The theme of this year’s International Day to End Obstetric Fistula, “End fistula, restore 
women’s dignity”, resonates completely with women who recover from this debilitating 
condition.  Not only are they physically sound again, but they are able to rediscover their 
dignity, regain their place in community and start life anew. For many years Amref Health Africa 
has implemented fistula repair programmes across East Africa, Malawi and other areas to 
promote safe motherhood and contribute to ending obstetric fistula. Amref Health Africa’s 
comprehensive prevention and management of fistula is improving women’s and communities’ 
health contributing to lasting health change in Africa. 
   On this International Day to End Fistula, Amref Health Africa renews its commitment to 
working with governments, development partners and civil society organisations to: 
:: Explore innovative ways of engaging communities to promote prevention and management of 
fistula 
:: Work hand-in-hand with relevant bodies and institutions to build skills of frontline health 
workers in preventing and managing fistula 
:: Increase health education among girls and women and the community at large to end fistula 
:: Implement quality programmes to end stigma surrounding fistula and restore the dignity of 
women who are suffering from fistula 
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   Amref Health Africa realises that governments are solely responsible for ensuring the right to 
health for their citizens and commits to supporting the governments to meet this objective. To 
that extent, Amref Health Africa urges governments as well as their development partners to 
meet the following obligations for accelerating the abandonment of female genital cutting, one 
of the contributing factors to fistula: 
:: Replace female genital cutting by adopting alternative rites of passage 
:: Allocate adequate resources to support the empowerment of women and adolescents 
:: Ensure frontline workers are knowledgeable and skilled in the prevention and management of 
fistula 
:: Support the implementation of innovative programs to empower communities to promote 
maternal and newborn health 
:: Ensure adequate resources are in place to sustain youth-friendly health facilities and access 
to sexual health and reproductive rights education among youth. 
 
Amref Health Africa Signs MOU with Kenya School of Government 
Published: 21 May 2015 Marie Kinyanjui  
   Amref Health Africa signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Kenya School of 
Government (KSG) on 15th May 2015, to collaborate in training, research and consultancy. 
Specifically, the two institutions will collaborate in delivery of training programs at County level 
in Kenya, jointly bid for funding and utilize their respective training faculty to conduct courses 
as well as consultancy work. 

 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.brac.net/content/stay-informed-news#.VPstwC5nBhV 
LGED and BRAC launches Community Road Safety Program 
   On 18 May 2015, the Local Government Engineering Department (LGED) and BRAC's 
community road safety programme signed an agreement to pilot a two year long road safety 
awareness programme in the upazillas of Teknaf and Ukhyia in Cox's Bazar and Sreepur and 
Kapashia in Gazipur. This endeavour is a component of LGED's Second Rural Transport 
Improvement Project (RTIP-II) which is funded by the World Bank. As per the World Health 
Organization, 18,000 Bangladeshis lose their lives every year due to road accients… 
 
BRAC announces USD 1.5 million contribution to Nepal 
[undated]   
   BRAC, the international NGO based in Bangladesh, announces contribution of USD 1 million 
from its fund to Nepal earthquake victims. In addition to this, BRAC Bangladesh, BRAC Bank 
and BRAC University staff will contribute their one-day basic salary, which is USD 300,000 in 
total. BRAC Social Enterprises will also contribute another USD 200,000, totalling BRAC’s 
contribution to Nepal to USD 1.5 million. Moreover, BRAC already took initiative to mobilise USD 
15 million from international donors. BRAC International and BRAC’s affiliates in UK and USA will 
raise these additional funds…  
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CARE International  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases.aspx 
One Month After The Earthquake, People Have not Lost Their Hope 
NEPAL 
22 May 2015 
   One month after the devastating 7.8 magnitude earthquake in Nepal, providing safe 
emergency shelter for the upcoming monsoon season remains one of the most pressing needs. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://drc.dk/news/archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Casa Alianza  [to 23 May 2015] 
Covenant House [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news 
https://www.covenanthouse.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 23 May 2015]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 23 May 2015]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 23 May 2015]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu joins HelpAge International’s action/2015 campaign to make older 
people count 
   Today, Archbishop Desmond Tutu is backing young and old to demand that everyone counts 
when governments agree global goals to reduce poverty at the UN later this year. 
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Posted: 22 May 2015 
 

 
International Rescue Committee  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
21 May 2015 
IRC welcomes "interim solution" in East Asia refugee and migrant crisis but more must be done  
 
Burundi Crisis: The IRC ramps up emergency support for refugees flooding into Tanzania  
Posted by The IRC on May 21, 2015  
   As violence and fear drive thousands of Burundians to Tanzania, IRC teams are working to 
meet the refugees' urgent needs. Some 50,000 people are stranded in a tiny Tanzanian fishing 
village hit by cholera and other diseases. 
 
 

ICRC  [to 23 May 2015] 

https://www.icrc.org/en 
Iraq: Unimpeded access key to reaching victims of fighting in Ramadi  
News release 
22 May 2015  
 
Philippines: ICRC assists displaced people in Maguindanao 
News release 
22 May 2015  
   Manila (ICRC) – More than 63,000 people, displaced by the month-long fighting in March 
between government security forces and armed groups in Maguindanao province (Mindanao), 
received relief assistance distributed by the Philippine Red Cross (PRC) and the ICRC. 
 
Nigeria: Massive long-term effort needed to tackle humanitarian crisis in north 
News release 
21 May 2015  
   Geneva/Abuja (ICRC) – On his first official visit to Nigeria, the president of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Peter Maurer has called on the international community and 
other humanitarian organizations to do more to address the devastating consequences of the 
humanitarian crisis in the Lake Chad region. 
 
Burundi: ICRC appeals for restraint 
News release 
19 May 2015  
   Bujumbura/Geneva (ICRC) – The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is 
extremely concerned about the tense pre-election atmosphere in Burundi and its humanitarian 
impact on the people of that country. The organization is appealing for calm among all parties 
involved and asks that health-care staff be allowed to do their work safely and that medical 
facilities not be interfered with. 
 
Qatar: Forum on making humanitarian work safer and more effective 
News release 
19 May 2015  
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   Kuwait (ICRC) – The third International Forum for Humanitarian Action is meeting today in 
Doha to discuss how to make humanitarian work safer and more effective given the current 
challenges. 
 
 
IRCT  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
News  22 May 2015 
CVT: 30 years, 30,000 torture survivors helped 
  
Statements & declarations  22 May 2015 
United Nations Committee against Torture reaffirms its concern for torture in Colombia  
 
News   21 May 2015 
CAT provides blueprint for implementation of right to rehabilitation to Colombia and Serbia 
  
News  19 May 2015 
African Commission adopts landmark resolution on the right to rehabilitation for victims of 
torture 
    The African Commission adopted the Resolution on the Right to Rehabilitation for Victims of 
Torture at its 56th ordinary session in Banjul, The Gambia. 
    The recommended text for the resolution was presented to Commissioner Mute, Chairperson 
of the Committee for the Prevention of Torture in Africa (CPTA) by a number of civil society 
organisations working with torture victims, including a number of IRCT’s members in Africa: 
CSVR, CSU, IMLU, PRAWA and ACTV. 
   The resolution calls on state parties to the African Charter to implement domestic laws 
prohibiting torture and to include clear provisions on the obligation to provide rehabilitation for 
victims of torture. Furthermore, it urges them to ensure that all victims of torture and their 
dependants are offered appropriate medical care, have access to appropriate social 
rehabilitation and are provided with adequate compensation. 
   Challenges facing rehabilitation services in Africa are highlighted in the resolution, including 
the continuing impunity for acts of torture and the lack of understanding with regards to the 
needs of victims of torture, particularly in terms of their rehabilitation, and the inadequate 
funding of rehabilitation services. In addition, the resolution points to the urgent need for 
effective institutional mechanisms to ensure that victims of torture are able to access 
appropriate rehabilitation services, and voices concern that lengthy court processes adversely 
affect the rehabilitation of torture victims… 
  
News  18 May 2015 
Voices of torture victims must be at centre of new strategic direction to eradicate torture  
 “A need has been identified for a new strategic direction that focuses on the inhumanity of 
torture and incorporates more of a human aspect into the debate. This should have at its centre 
the voices and faces of victims of torture” concluded a report released on 15 May by Wilton 
Park - an international forum for strategic discussion. The report outlines the outcomes of a 
conference of 50 of the world’s leading experts in torture eradication, among them IRCT 
members and staff. To read the report please click here. 
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MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 23 May 2015]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Alarming Humanitarian Situation in South Sudan as Conflict Escalates 
May 22, 2015 
Juba/Nairobi, May 22, 2015: 
   Escalating fighting in South Sudan is exposing civilans to widespread violence and severely 
restricting the provision of desperately needed aid, the international medical humanitarian 
organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) said today. 
An upsurge of violence in Unity, Jonglei and Upper Nile states has resulted in the suspension of 
medical services, destruction of health structures and evacuation of medical staff. 
 
Field news 
Jordan: Scaling Up Services for Syrian Mothers and Children Refugees in Irbid 
May 20, 2015 
   The Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) mother and child project in 
Irbid, northern Jordan, has been augmented to perform complicated deliveries, including 
Caesarean sections, and provide improved neonatal care to Syrian refugees in the region. 
 
Field news 
Treating HIV in DRC: "They Couldn't Just Let Me Die Like That" 
May 18, 2015 
   Despite the tremendous progresses made in the fight against HIV/AIDS, many patients in 
West and Central Africa still struggle to get the treatment they need. Barely a third of the 
people in those two regions who need anti-retroviral (ARV) treatment receive it 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/news 
Blog 
May 18, 2015 
Mother Learns to Feed Daughter with Cleft 
 
May 17, 2015 
The Pulse of Myanmar 
Devin Wilson, Operation Smile Volunteer 
 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve 
every opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 23 May 2015] 
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http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Aid delivered as cholera confirmed among Burundian refugees in Tanzania 
20 May 2015 
   Overcrowding and a lack of clean water and sanitation facilities have led to cholera among 
the estimated 40,000 Burundian refugees including in the Tanzanian border town of Kagunga. 
 
Burundi refugees exceed 105,000 - over 70,000 in Tanzania alone 
17 May 2015 
   The number of refugees arriving in Tanzania has risen exponentially over the past week as 
people pour over Burundi’s borders, with new arrivals citing fear of violence and intimidation as 
primary reasons for leaving. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Iraq  
Urgent to get more aid into Anbar 
Tiril Skarstein (21.05.2015)  
   Ten thousands of civilians who have been forced to flee the recent fighting in Ramadi in the 
western Anbar province in Iraq, are in desperate need of assistance. “We urgently need to get 
more aid into Anbar”, said the Head of Programmes at NRC in Baghdad, Salah Noori. 
 
Yemen  
Need for a lasting ceasefire 
Tiril Skarstein (20.05.2015)  
   A five day pause in the fighting has not been sufficient to help millions of Yemenis in dire 
need of assistance. NRC calls for a lasting ceasefire.  
 
New report  
Fleeing your home, living stateless 
NRC and Tilburg University (18.05.2015)  
   In Lebanon where over one million Syrian refugees have escaped the conflict, it is estimated 
that 36,000 children born to Syrian parents are at risk of becoming stateless. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Press release | May 19, 2015 
Unique Seattle partnership impacts global health with launch of new water treatment product 
   Outdoor gear manufacturer Mountain Safety Research and international nonprofit PATH bring 
Community Chlorine Maker from idea to market 
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Plan International  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
18/05/2015: Rape and violence in schools must stop, says Plan International 
   More must be done to combat rape and gender-based violence in schools, child rights 
organisation Plan International has said. 
   The charity is campaigning to make gender-based violence more present in the global 
sustainable development agenda. 
   Plan believes it is as a major barrier to allowing girls to finish their education. 
Millions affected 
   “School-related gender-based violence (SRGBV) is a global phenomenon affecting millions of 
children and young people around the world,” said Nigel Chapman, CEO of Plan International. 
“It harms their education and undermines the prospect of achieving gender equality in schools.” 
The organisation has been working with girls in West Africa who have experienced rape and 
other types of gender-based violence while at school… 
 
 
Save The Children [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6150563/k.D0E9/Newsroom.htm 
Statement From Save the Children On The Violence In South Sudan 
   Washington, D.C. (May 20, 2015) — Save the Children is horrified and deeply saddened by 
reports of the killing, maiming, rape and abduction of children in Unity State, South Sudan, in 
the last two weeks. We are particularly disturbed by the deliberate targeting of children by 
armed groups, the on-going recruitment of children into these armed groups, and the continued 
reports of the rape of children by armed groups. 
   These acts constitute grave violations against children under UN Security Resolution 1612 and 
Save the Children calls upon all parties to the conflict to ensure the protection of civilians, 
including children, and to uphold all principles enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, which was ratified in South Sudan less than two weeks ago… 
 
Save The Children Launches Charity-Driven Game, Sustainaville, On Mobile, PC And MAC 
May 19, 2015 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 23 May 2015]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
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ChildFund Alliance  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/press 
[Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Opinion  
Ela Bhatt 20 May 2015  
India and climate change: our record, role and responsibility 
    In the lead up to the forming of a global climate deal later this year, Ela Bhatt urges India to 
consider the link between poverty and climate change, and to make a strong national 
commitment to a cleaner, greener future. Published in The Huffington Post. 
 
 
END Fund  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.end.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GAVI [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
19 May 2015 
The Arab League supports Gavi efforts on immunisation and saving children's lives with 
vaccines 
Support will enhance advocacy efforts across Arab League countries 
 
 
Global Fund [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/newsreleases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Laureates [to 23 May 2015] 
http://prizelaureates.charity.org/about-us/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction 

http://childfundalliance.org/
http://www.dec.org.uk/press
http://theelders.org/news-media
http://theelders.org/article/india-and-climate-change-our-record-role-and-responsibility
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ela-bhatt/what-is-equitable-for-pla_b_7313512.html
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.gavi.org/Library/News/Statements/2015/The-Arab-League-supports-Gavi-efforts-on-immunisation-and-saving-children-s-lives-with-vaccines/
http://www.gavi.org/Library/News/Statements/2015/The-Arab-League-supports-Gavi-efforts-on-immunisation-and-saving-children-s-lives-with-vaccines/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/newsreleases/
http://prizelaureates.charity.org/about-us/


http://www.interaction.org/media-center/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
Start for Change 2015 – Highlights from our Annual Conference 
May 22, 2015 
Posted by Tegan Rogers 
   …Our Annual Conference took place yesterday, which saw more than 200 of the world’s 
leading humanitarians pack out Mary Ward House in London. 
   The day kicked off with the announcement that five new members have been invited to join 
the Start Network: Welthungerhilfe, Mercy Corps, Community World Service Asia, GOAL and 
Norwegian Refugee Council. Later that day attendees heard insights from NRC’s Secretary 
General Jan Egeland and Community World Service Asia’s Deputy Director, Allan Calma. 
   There was celebration of Start’s achievements over the past year, particularly in the areas of 
the Start Fund and Start Build, which are facilitating collaborative approaches to deliver better 
solutions for people in crises. Staff working on Fund and Build projects around the world shared 
videos describing the impact of their work, which provided Conference attendees with an insight 
into the difference Start is making on the ground… 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 23 May 2015] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
[An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support is members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries.] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS International Alliance 
The Boards of HAP and People In Aid have decided to merge, creating the CHS  
International Alliance 
18 March 2015 
:: Humanitarian Practice Network (HPN)  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.odihpn.org/the-humanitarian-space/news/announcements 
Webinar Series: Community-led protection and survival 
Wednesday, 20 May 2015 
by Local to Global Protection (L2GP)  
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   Three webinars from the Local to Global Protection (L2GP) initiative trying to bridge the gap 
between the rhetoric and nice words to actually supporting locally-led protection and survival 
:: People In Aid   [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.peopleinaid.org/ 
Global Healthy Workplace Summit 2015: Factors to consider when implementing a healthy 
workplace programme 
By Jonathan Potter 
   In this final article on the Global Healthy Workplace Summit 2015, Jonathan Potter, Executive 
Director of People In Aid, highlights four factors to consider when implementing a wellness 
programme. 
(22 May 2015) 
 
New case study: BRAC adopts a new HR model 
   In 2012, BRAC decided to implement a new strategic HR model to ensure the organisation's 
effectiveness and sustainability. This case study examines the HR initiatives undertaken, as well 
as the challenges, lessons learned, and impact of the model. 
(21 May 2015) 
 
How does a humanitarian aid worker become an 'exemplary field leader'? 
   This final article on the research of Dr Scott Breslin highlights the features of exemplary 
humanitarian aid workers that contribute to their effectiveness and wellbeing at work. It then 
presents three recommendations for HR practitioners to ensure workplace conditions which 
support successful recruitment and retention of staff, as well as staff wellbeing and effective 
performance. 
(20 May 2015) 
 
New case study: ActionAid Uganda reduces staff attrition with a new recruitment policy 
   In this case study, ActionAid Uganda shares an initiative it undertook to improve its staff 
recruitment process. By embedding a comprehensive recruitment guideline in its HR Policy 
manual, ActionAid Uganda has reduced staff attrition from 13% in 2013 to 10% in 2014. 
(20 May 2015) 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.elrha.org/news/elrha 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA)   [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/ 
Tanzania refugee crisis 
Report Synopsis 
Date: 2015/05/22 
   On 21 May 2015 we responded to a funding alert in response to the Burundian refugee crisis 
in Tanzania. 
   The announcement of Burundian President Pierre Nkurunziza running for an unconstitutional 
third term in the June 2015 presidential elections has led to public unrest and threats forcing 
thousands of Burundians to seek refuge in neighbouring countries. 
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   On 17 May 2015, UNHCR announced that over 70,000 Burundian refugees had arrived in 
Tanzania since the start of the unrest in early April. A Tanzanian regional health official has 
announced that 33 Burundian refugees have died from the cholera outbreak in a refugee camp 
in northwest Tanzania. 
  According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)’s Financial 
Tracking Service (FTS), EU Institutions (ECHO) are the only donor to Tanzania in 2015, 
committing/contributing US$3.3 million to the crisis. There is currently no UN-coordinated 
appeal for Tanzania in 2015. 
Read our full analysis of the current funding situation. 
 
 
ODI   [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
Building adaptive water resources management in Ethiopia  
Research reports and studies | May 2015 |  
Beatrice Mosello, Roger Calow, Josephine Tucker, Helen Parker, Tena Alamirew, Seifu Kebede, 
Tesfay Alemseged, Assefa Gudina 
   What does it take to build adaptive water resources management in Ethiopia: a country 
experiencing fast economic growth, widespread social and political transformation, and impacts 
of climate change? This study reports on the current institutional system for water... 
 
Speaking truth to power: why energy distribution, more than generation, is Africa’s poverty 
reduction challenge  
Working and discussion papers | May 2015 |  
James Ryan Hogarth; Ilmi Granoff 
This paper revisits the roles that energy plays in poverty reduction. 
 
The impact of climate change on the achievement of the post-2015 sustainable development 
goals  
Research reports and studies | May 2015 |  
Alberto Ansuategi, Valerie Houlden, Anil Markandya, Laura Onofri, Helen Picot, Georgia-Marina 
Tsarouchi and Nigel Walmsley 
   This report considers impacts on development over the next 15 years, under two scenarios 
for the 2015 climate change agreement: a high-ambition agreement and a low-ambition 
agreement. It looks at associated policies and levels of investment in mitigation and 
adaptation... 
 
Comment 
Doing development differently: breaking the glass ceiling  
Articles and blogs | 20 May 2015 |  
Leni Wild and David Booth 
   How we can create a 'bandwagon effect' and bring top decision-makers on board with more 
locally led, politically smart and adaptive development practices 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 23 May 2015] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

*                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be 
exhaustive, but indicative.  

 
BMGF (Gates Foundation)  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 23 May 2015] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Press Release  
Chelsea Clinton & Ben Fry Discuss New Developments in Open Data and Visualizations on 
NoCeilings.org at Internet Week  
May 21, 2015  
 
Speeches for the Clinton Foundation 
[undated webpage, but media reports, including the New York Times report below, identify 
release as 21 May 2015] 
   In addition to contributions and grants, listed here, speeches by President, Secretary, and 
Chelsea Clinton have helped support the implementation of the Clinton Foundation’s work 
around the world… 
 
New York Times, May 21, 2015 - By MAGGIE HABERMAN  
Clinton Foundation Releases List of Speeches That Filled Its Coffers 
   The Clinton Foundation, facing heavy scrutiny of its fund-raising during Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s 2016 presidential campaign, released on Thursday a list of paid speeches by the 
Clintons that generated at least $12 million for the organization.  
   The list shows that Bill, Hillary and Chelsea Clinton turned over to the foundation from $12 
million to as much as $26 million in speaking fees. 
   The list shows the speeches filled the foundation’s coffers in a range of amounts and over 
years, with Mr. Clinton giving roughly 70 speeches since 2002, including three that brought in 
from $500,001 to $1 million. 
   Mrs. Clinton, the former secretary of state, gave roughly 15 speeches and Chelsea Clinton 
gave six, bringing in between $370,000 and $800,000… 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 23 May 2015] 
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http://www.fordfoundation.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
Gerbode and Hewlett Foundations Invite Applications for 2015 Theater Commissioning Awards  
May 19, 2015  
Press Release 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
May 20, 2015 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Names Peter Laugharn New President and CEO, Effective January 
1, 2016 
Former CEO of Firelight Foundation, Laugharn deemed a "perfect fit" to lead Foundation 
   AGOURA HILLS, CA – The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, which has awarded $1 billion in 
grants in the U.S. and around the world to improve the lives of disadvantaged and vulnerable 
people, today named Peter Laugharn its incoming President and CEO, effective January 1, 
2016. Laugharn has 25 years of foundation and nonprofit experience internationally, focusing 
on improving the well-being of vulnerable children. He most recently served as executive 
director of the Firelight Foundation, a Hilton Foundation grantee… 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Making water first for thirst 
May 22, 2015  
   Safe, accessible drinking water is critical to the health of our communities and our children. 
We know that increasing water consumption helps reduce chronic disease, supports health and 
learning and plays an important role in addressing childhood obesity. 
   Ellen Braff-Guajardo, a WKKF program officer, and Kenneth Hecht, director of policy at WKKF 
grantee Nutrition Policy Institute, University of California, recently published an article in 
Grantmakers in Health’s “Views from the Field” that outlines key challenges and opportunities 
for establishing healthy school and community water environments. To learn more, read the full 
article.  
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
Publication 
Assessing the Costs of Jails 
Published May 21, 2015 
   Hidden costs make jails far more expensive than previously understood, according to a report 
by the Vera Institute of Justice. The report shows that while the U.S. Department of Justice 
estimated that local communities spent $22.2 billion on jails in 2011, that figure fails to take 
into account significant costs such as employee benefits and inmate medical care that may not 
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be included in jail budgets. The report was supported by MacArthur through the Safety and 
Justice Challenge, which seeks to reduce over-incarceration by changing the way America thinks 
about and uses jails. 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/termsearch/8175/listing?f[0]=type%3Anews 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Pew: Clean Energy Investment Shifting to Developing Nations 
May 19, 2015 
   Investment in and deployment of electricity infrastructure is shifting from the industrialized 
economies of the Northern Hemisphere to the developing economies collectively known as the 
“global south” and from fossil fuels toward clean energy, according to research released today 
by The Pew Charitable Trusts. 
   The report, Power Shifts—Emerging Clean Energy Markets, examines clean energy investment 
and deployment trends in developing countries. The report finds that 100 nations outside of the 
Group of 20 and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development attracted a total 
of $62 billion in clean energy investment from 2009 to 2013, much of it in a relatively small 
number of countries. In fact, almost half (45 percent) of the total five-year investment, $27.9 
billion, occurred in 10 markets, where clean energy capacity grew by 91 percent, three times 
faster than any other supply option, over the five years... 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
Remarks by Dr. Judith Rodin at the University of Maryland School of Public Policy 
Commencement  
[Undated] 
 
The Rockefeller Foundation Global Fellowship Program on Social Innovation Comes to Cape 
Town  
   CAPE TOWN—The Bertha Centre for Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship at the University 
of Cape Town’s Graduate School of Business has joined an international partnership to convene 
the second annual Rockefeller Foundation Global Fellowship Program on Social Innovation. The 
fellowship brings together 21 social innovators from around the world for four intensive learning 
modules over the course of a year.…  
[Undated] 
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Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
RWJF Commits $25 Million to Broaden Health Research  
Three programs will offer innovative research opportunities.  
May 19, 2015 
   Princeton, N.J.—The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) today announced an initial 
$25 million commitment over the next three years to fund innovative research on policies, laws, 
system interventions, and community dynamics that improve health and well-being, with 
emphasis on sectors not typically associated with health, such as transportation and housing. 
   The research grants will support RWJF’s vision, released in 2014, to work with others to build 
a national Culture of Health in which everyone has the opportunity to live their healthiest life 
possible. 
   “For decades, we have supported a research agenda that supports evidence-based 
approaches to solve some of the most complex health issues facing America, but we want to go 
even deeper to address root causes of inequitable health outcomes and possible solutions 
based in creative collaboration across sectors and disciplines,” said Alonzo Plough, PhD, MPH, 
chief science officer and vice president of Research, Evaluation and Learning at RWJF. “This 
funding will support analyses of the impact of innovative programs and policies on overall 
health and well-being. We will explore topics that extend beyond the traditional understanding 
of health as just the absence of illness, to a broader understanding of well-being that is 
influenced by a range of factors affecting communities, the environment, and other social and 
economic determinants of health.” 
   Research projects will be solicited that examine the factors necessary to building a Culture of 
Health by identifying problems and finding evidence for what works. RWJF hopes to identify 
analytic methods that will help determine if the consequences of specific actions, both 
interventions and policy changes, actually improve population health, well-being, and equity. 
   Three expert organizations will lead new research programs: 
:: Evidence for Action, led by a team at the University of California, San Francisco, will support 
investigator-initiated research that spans the full range of topics and methodologies needed to 
build an evidence base for a Culture of Health. 
:: Policies for Action, based at Temple University, will specifically explore how policies, laws and 
regulations in both the public and private sectors can support a Culture of Health. This new 
project builds on the work and insights of the Temple team’s six years of experience with its 
Public Health Law Research program, an RWJF grantee. 
:: Systems for Action, at the University of Kentucky, will specifically explore ways to better align 
and integrate public health delivery and financing systems with health care, social services, and 
other community systems, incorporating the Kentucky team’s experience running RWJF’s 
National Coordinating Center for Public Health Services and Systems Research. 
   RWJF officials said the roughly $25 million in new research funding adds to robust research 
and evaluation funding available through its current areas of focus, including reducing childhood 
obesity; expanding access to affordable, high-quality health coverage; increasing value of U.S. 
health care; and others. In addition to working with researchers who focus on traditional 
approaches to health research, RWJF is seeking new relationships with experts in fields not 
traditionally associated with health and building a broader capacity in population health 
science… 
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Wellcome Trust  [to 23 May 2015] 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2015/index.htm 
New survey to explore barriers to public engagement with research  
   The top 15 funders of publicly-funded research in the UK are working together in a 
Consortium to review the current state of public engagement with research within higher 
education, research institutes and clinical settings across the UK.  
21 May 2015 
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:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Vol. 9, No. 3–Summer 2014 
http://www.pnpco.com/pn03000.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Infection Control 
May 2015   Volume 43, Issue 5, p423-546, e1-e17 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
May 2015  Volume 48, Issue 5, p491-646, e5-e10  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 105, Issue 5 (May 2015)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
May 2015; 92 (5)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 23 May 2015) 
Research article    
Does a voucher program improve reproductive health service delivery and access in 
Kenya? 
Rebecca Njuki, Timothy Abuya, James Kimani, Lucy Kanya, Allan Korongo, Collins Mukanya, Piet 
Bracke, Ben Bellows, Charlotte Warren BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:206 (23 May 
2015)  
Abstract (provisional) 
Background  
Current assessments on Output-Based Aid (OBA) programs have paid limited attention to the 
experiences and perceptions of the healthcare providers and facility managers. This study 
examines the knowledge, attitudes, and experiences of healthcare providers and facility 
managers in the Kenya reproductive health output-based approach voucher program.  
Methods  
A total of 69 in-depth interviews with healthcare providers and facility managers in 30 voucher 
accredited facilities were conducted. The study hypothesized that a voucher program would be 
associated with improvements in reproductive health service provision. Data were transcribed 
and analyzed by adopting a thematic framework analysis approach. A combination of inductive 
and deductive analysis was conducted based on previous research and project documents. 
Results  
Facility managers and providers viewed the RH-OBA program as a feasible system for increasing 
service utilization and improving quality of care. Perceived benefits of the program included 
stimulation of competition between facilities and capital investment in most facilities. Awareness 
of family planning (FP) and gender-based violence (GBV) recovery services voucher, however, 
remained lower than the maternal health voucher service. Relations between the voucher 
management agency and accredited facilities as well as existing health systems challenges 
affect program functions.  
Conclusions  
Public and private sector healthcare providers and facility managers perceive value in the 
voucher program as a healthcare financing model. They recognize that it has the potential to 
significantly increase demand for reproductive health services, improve quality of care and 
reduce inequities in the use of reproductive health services. To improve program functioning 
going forward, there is need to ensure the benefit package and criteria for beneficiary 
identification are well understood and that the public facilities are permitted greater autonomy 
to utilize revenue generated from the voucher program 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 23 May 2015) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 23 May 2015)  
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 23 May 2015) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpublichealth/content 
(Accessed 23 May 2015) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
(Accessed 23 May 2015) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
Research article    
Culturally appropriate methodology in obtaining a representative sample of South 
Australian Aboriginal adults for a cross-sectional population health study: 
challenges and resolutions 
Tania Marin, Anne Taylor, Eleonora Grande, Jodie Avery, Graeme Tucker, Kim Morey BMC 
Research Notes 2015, 8:200 (19 May 2015)  
Abstract (provisional) 
Background  
The considerably lower average life expectancy of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians, compared with non-Aboriginal and non-Torres Strait Islander Australians, has been 
widely reported. Prevalence data for chronic disease and health risk factors are needed to 
provide evidence based estimates for Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
population health planning. Representative surveys for these populations are difficult due to 
complex methodology. The focus of this paper is to describe in detail the methodological 
challenges and resolutions of a representative South Australian Aboriginal population-based 
health survey.  
Methods  
Using a stratified multi-stage sampling methodology based on the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
2006 Census with culturally appropriate and epidemiological rigorous methods, 11,428 
randomly selected dwellings were approached from a total of 209 census collection districts. All 
persons eligible for the survey identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander and were 
selected from dwellings identified as having one or more Aboriginal person(s) living there at the 
time of the survey.  
Results  
Overall, the 399 interviews from an eligible sample of 691 SA Aboriginal adults yielded a 
response rate of 57.7%. These face-to-face interviews were conducted by ten interviewers 
retained from a total of 27 trained Aboriginal interviewers. Challenges were found in three main 
areas: identification and recruitment of participants; interviewer recruitment and retainment; 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpublichealth/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1756-0500/8/200
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1756-0500/8/200
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1756-0500/8/200


and using appropriate engagement with communities. These challenges were resolved, or at 
least mainly overcome, by following local protocols with communities and their representatives, 
and reaching agreement on the process of research for Aboriginal people.  
Conclusions  
Obtaining a representative sample of Aboriginal participants in a culturally appropriate way was 
methodologically challenging and required high levels of commitment and resources. Adhering 
to these principles has resulted in a rich and unique data set that provides an overview of the 
self-reported health status for Aboriginal people living in South Australia. This process provides 
some important principles to be followed when engaging with Aboriginal people and their 
communities for the purpose of health research.  
 
 
British Medical Journal 
23 May 2015(vol 350, issue 8009) 
http://www.bmj.com/content/350/8009 
[New issue; Ne relevant content identified] 
 
 
Brown Journal of World Affairs 
Volume XXI Issue 1 Fall–Winter 2014 
http://brown.edu/initiatives/journal-world-affairs/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 93, Number 5, May 2015, 285-360 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/93/5/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Chronicle of Philanthropy 
May 4, 2015  Volume 27, Issue 9 
https://philanthropy.com/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
May/June 2015  Volume 20, Issue 5  Pages C1–C1, 1–76 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v20.5/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
[Accessed 23 May 2015] 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/ 
[No new relevant content identified] 
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Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://www.resource-allocation.com/ 
(Accessed 23 May 2015) 
[No new relevant content identified] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
April 2015  Volume 15, Issue 1  Pages ii–iii, 1–57 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2015.15.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 25, Issue 4, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current[Reviewed earlier] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 10, Number 3 (May 2015) 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume  9  - Issue 02 - April 2015 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
April 2015  Volume 39, Issue 2  Pages 185–405 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2015.39.issue-2/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
May 2015, Volume 32, Issue 5  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 11,   In Progress   (June 2015) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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End of Life Journal 
2015, Volume 5, Issue 1  
http://eolj.bmj.com/content/current 
[No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume  143  - Issue 08 - June 2015 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HYG&tab=currentissue 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 25, Issue 3, 01 June 2015  
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/3 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 54,   In Progress   (July 2015) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 7, Issue 2, April 2015 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/7/2/page/1 
Feeding More than 9 Billion by 2050: Challenges and Opportunities 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 42, Issue 2, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current 
The Impact of ‘Women's Empowerment in Agriculture’ on Household Vulnerability to 
Food Insecurity in the KwaZulu-Natal Province 
Stanley Sharaunga, Maxwell Mudhara & Ayalneh Bogale 
pages 195-223 
Free access 
DOI:10.1080/08039410.2014.997792 
Abstract 
It is argued that empowering women in smallholder agriculture is very crucial in reducing 
vulnerability to food insecurity among rural households. This study contributes to this literature 
by adapting the vulnerability as expected poverty approach to determine which dimensions of 
‘women's empowerment in agriculture’ reduces household's vulnerability to food insecurity 
based on cross-section data collected from 300 randomly selected primary female heads-of-
households in Msinga rural areas of KwaZulu-Natal. It was found that empowering women in 
socio-cultural aspects that creates hindrances in agriculture reduces the probability of their 
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households being vulnerable to food insecurity. Surprisingly, access to irrigation and improved 
water-use security did not significantly influence household vulnerability to food insecurity. 
However, other forms of women's empowerment including economic agency and physical 
capital empowerment were found to reduce the likelihood of a household being vulnerable to 
food insecurity. Women with high levels of financial capital empowerment invested less in other 
capital assets and were more vulnerable to food insecurity in the future. In addition to women's 
empowerment, demographic characteristics of a household influence its vulnerability status. A 
household's vulnerability to food insecurity reduces as the husband's income increases but 
increases with increased dependency ratio. It was concluded that empowerment in agriculture 
alone is not a panacea to reduce household vulnerability to food insecurity. Efforts should be 
made to improve physical assets that determine the off-farm income earning and agricultural 
production capacity of households. 
NGO Effectiveness: Evidence from the Field of Child Labour in El Salvador 
Ivica Petrikova 
pages 225-244 
DOI:10.1080/08039410.2015.1010567 
Abstract 
This article examines the impact that relations among three non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) working with child labourers in El Salvador have on the effectiveness of the NGO's 
development assistance. Each of the organisations has chosen a different approach to child 
labour – one of them views it as an inevitable consequence of poverty that cannot be addressed 
separately from other developmental problems, while another one regards it a violation of 
children's human rights in need of imminent eradication. The third organisation falls somewhere 
in between, promoting child-labour bans in theory but not fully enforcing them in practice. The 
three NGOs neither collaborate nor communicate with each other. As a result, the overall effect 
of their work is hindered by a small scale of projects, high transaction costs, potential 
duplication, and contradicting strategies to addressing child labour. Some of these shortcomings 
could be improved via intensifying organisations' mutual coordination. However, more 
communication on its own would likely not lead to greater coherence in the approach to 
addressing child labour on the national level, as it appears that the NGOs devise their strategies 
and projects on the basis of their donors' preferences rather than on the basis of their 
beneficiaries' needs. I conclude with the observation that in order to increase their 
effectiveness, NGOs working in child labour, and in other divisive development topics, should be 
in closer coordination not only with each other but also with the governments of the countries 
where they work. 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 9 No. 1, Spring 2015  
http://www.utpjournals.press/toc/gsi/current 
Issue Focus: The Ottoman Genocides of Armenians, Assyrians, and Greeks  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
March 2015 | Volume 3 | Issue 1  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Global Health Governance 
http://blogs.shu.edu/ghg/category/complete-issues/spring-autumn-2014/ 
[Accessed 23 May 2015] 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 10, Issue 5-6, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
Special Issue: Circumcision and HIV prevention: Emerging debates in science, 
policies and programs  
[New issue] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 23 May 2015] 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
May 2015; Volume 34, Issue 5  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 16, Issue 2 December 2014 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-16-issue-2/ 
Papers in Press: Special Issue on Health Rights Litigation 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume  10  - Issue 02 - April 2015 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 30 Issue 5 June 2015  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 23 May 2015] 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Human Rights Quarterly 
Volume 37, Number 2, May 2015 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/human_rights_quarterly/toc/hrq.37.2.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Human Service Organizations Management, Leadership & Governance 
Volume 39, Issue 2, 2015 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wasw21/current#.VTLPmJMw1hW 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
ISSUE 63 January 2015 
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue-63 
The Typhoon Haiyan response 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
IDRiM Journal 
Vol 4, No 2 (2014) 
http://idrimjournal.com/index.php/idrim/issue/view/12 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 23 May 2015]  
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 7 Issue 3 May 2015  
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Disaster Resilience in the Built Environment 
Volume 6 Issue 1  
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijdrbe/6/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
Volume 13,   In Progress   (September 2015) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22124209/13 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
June 2015  Volume 35, p1  
http://www.ijidonline.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Mass Emergencies & Disasters 
March 2015 (VOL. 33, NO. 1) 
http://www.ijmed.org/issues/33/1/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology  
Volume 22, Issue 3, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tsdw20/current#.VSj2SpMw1hX 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Migration Review 
Spring 2015  Volume 49, Issue 1  Pages 3–268 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/imre.2015.49.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Intervention – Journal of Mental Health and Psychological Support in Conflict Affected Areas 
March 2015 - Volume 13 - Issue 1  pp: 1-102 
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
New Frontiers issue of Intervention 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
May 19, 2015, Vol 313, No. 19 
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
May 2015, Vol 169, No. 5 
http://archpedi.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Journal of Community Health  
Volume 40, Issue 3, June 2015 
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900/40/3/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 114,   In Progress   (May 2015) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03043878/114 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
June 2015, Volume 69, Issue 6  
http://jech.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 11, Issue 1, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/.U2V-Elf4L0l#.VAJEj2N4WF8 
Forum: The Sustainable Development 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Global Infectious Diseases (JGID)  
April-June 2015  Volume 7 | Issue 2   Page Nos. 53-94 
http://www.jgid.org/currentissue.asp?sabs=n  
State of the globe: Ebola outbreak in the western world: Are we really ready? 
Miguel Reina-Ortiz1, Ismael Hoare1, Vinita Sharma2, Ricardo Izurieta1 
1 Department of Global Health, College of Public Health, University of South Florida, Florida, 
USA 
2 Department of Community and Family Health, College of Public Health, University of South 
Florida, Florida, USA 
Excerpt 
   …In summary, if we are to prevent an Ebola outbreak to ever occur in the Western World, we 
would need to consider the additional following steps: Educate the population to avoid 
overflowing of healthcare services, but at the same time to recognize early symptoms properly; 
implement triage units or sentinel posts closer to the most vulnerable populations (if and when 
needed); care for the uninsured; educate and train healthcare workers; establish sterilizing 
units directly under the command of Health Departments; and recruit and train staff and 
volunteers. We deem the prospects of an Ebola outbreak to occur in the US and the Western 
World still very low; however, we believe it is important to address the weaknesses in our 
healthcare systems to be better prepared for such a challenge should it occur. 
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Volume 26, Number 2, May 2015 Supplement 
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_health_care_for_the_poor_and_underserved/toc/hpu.
26.2A.html 
SUPPLEMENT FOCUS: Shining the Light on Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and 
Pacific Islander Health 
Introduction: Shining the Light on Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific 
Islander Health 
Winston Tseng, Simona C. Kwon  
Author’s Note: In liieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:  
   The United States’s diverse Asian American and Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (AA and 
NHPI) populations have grown faster than those of any other racial/ethnic group over the past 
three decades.* , Out of the shadows and into the light, the health and health care issues faced 
by our AA and NHPI communities across the U.S., its territories, and freely associated states 
matter more and more to the vitality and future of the nation. 
   In 2015, we mark the 30th anniversary of the Heckler Report, the seminal Report of the 
Secretary’s Task Force on Black and Minority Health documenting national health inequities by 
race and ethnicity, which led to the establishment of the Office of Minority Health by Congress 
in 1986. Notably, the report concluded that Asian/Pacific Islanders in aggregrate were healthier 
than any other racial group in the U.S. In this supplement, Ponce and colleagues– Ko Chin and 
Caballero* present a community perspective on the leadership of Assistant Secretary for Health, 
Dr. Howard Koh, and his work in shepherding new national health equity initiatives, including 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010, the reauthorization of the Office of 
Minority Health (OMH), the creation of the first national U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Plan for Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Health, and the 
new HHS data standards for race, ethnicity, sex, primary language, and disability status from 
Section 4302 of the Affordable Care Act (ACA)., In addition, the National Standards for 
Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Service in Health and Health Care were updated in 2013 
to provide a comprehensive framework of health and health care organizations for the delivery 
of culturally respectful and linguistically responsive care and services to all. We honor the 
heroes and transformative ideas that have worked to advance AA and NHPI health equity. 
   Asian American and NHPI advocates, researchers, and community leaders have also made 
tremendous strides in building local and regional community coalitions to document health 
disparities and advance health equity on behalf of our diverse communities over the past 
decades., In this supplement, Trinh-Shevrin and colleagues 
   Authors across the articles by Huang, Islam, is to focus on addressing NHPI health conditions 
and health care services. This work ahead of us must start with recognizing the effects of 
structural racism, federal policies, and U.S. occupation on NHPI health, if it is to address racial 
justice and restore the agency and civil rights of NHPI indigenous communities across Hawaii, 
the Pacific Islands, and the continental U.S.– 
   The health equity goals of the HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities, 
National Stakeholder Strategy for Achieving Health Equity and Healthy People 2020 offer an 
opportunity for strengthening public-private partnerships between government and 
communities to document further the structural health inequities disfavoring AA and NHPI 
populations., The new HHS data standards that examine granular ethnicity and primary 
languages, as they are implemented across national surveys (e.g., National Health and Nutrition 
Examination Survey, National Health Interview Survey, Behavioral Risk Factors Surveillance 
System, Youth Risk Behavioral Surveillance System) and administrative health data systems 
(e.g., Medicare, Medicaid, Medical Expenditure Panel Survey, Physician Quality Reporting 
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Initiative, and Uniform Data System) and reported through Healthy People 2020 and other 
public health dissemination venues, will allow us to track and monitor many key health issues 
facing AA and NHPI populations for the first time at a national level. 
   The National Stakeholder Strategy for Achieving Health Equity defines health equity as the 
“attainment of the highest level of health for all people. Achieving health equity requires valuing 
everyone equally with focused and ongoing societal efforts to address avoidable inequalities, 
historical and contemporary injustices, and the elimination of health and health care 
disparities.”24[page 9] The definition of disparities by HHS and the Healthy People program has 
changed over time; initially the term disparities was understood as denoting disparities by race 
and ethnicity and focused on health behaviors and conditions. The conception of disparities in 
Healthy People 2020 is much broader today and includes health disparities by race and 
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, disability status, and geography as well as an examination 
of other... 
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Excerpt 
   Worldwide, meningitis and pneumonia are the leading cause of morbidity and mortality in 
children. Invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD) is the leading cause of vaccine-preventable 
deaths, accounting for 11% of deaths in children <5 years globally in the pre-pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccine (PCV) era [1], and it causes significant disease burden in Latin America (LA) 
and the Caribbean.  
   According to data published by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) in July 2014, 
25 countries from LA and the Caribbean have introduced PCVs in their immunization schedules. 
Bolivia is the latest country that has introduced the 13-PCV in their national immunization 
program. The First Latin American Meeting of Pneumococcus: Epidemiology and Impact of 
Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccines was held in San José, Costa Rica in August 2014 given the 
importance of analyzing the data of the post-PCVs era and its impact since their introduction in 
different countries… 
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http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Strengthening clinical research in children and young people 
The Lancet 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60974-6 
Summary 
“The time has come to protect children and young people through research not from research”, 
said Bobbie Farsides, Professor of Bioethics at Brighton and Sussex Medical School and Chair of 
the Working Party for the Nuffield Council on Bioethics, which published its report Children and 
clinical research: ethical issues on May 14. “It will always be easier to say ‘no’ to research with 
children on the grounds that it's too difficult, but we should challenge the idea that it is 
acceptable to continue to offer health care to children without seeking to improve the evidence 
base for many of the treatments provided”, added Farsides. [Download the report] 
Articles 
Socioeconomic inequalities in adolescent health 2002–2010: a time-series analysis 
of 34 countries participating in the Health Behaviour in School-aged Children study 
Dr Frank J Elgar, PhD, Timo-Kolja Pförtner, PhD, Irene Moor, MSc, Bart De Clercq, MSc, 
Gonneke W J M Stevens, PhD, Candace Currie, PhD 
Published Online 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(14)61460-4 
Summary 
Background 
Information about trends in adolescent health inequalities is scarce, especially at an 
international level. We examined secular trends in socioeconomic inequality in five domains of 
adolescent health and the association of socioeconomic inequality with national wealth and 
income inequality. 
Methods 
We undertook a time-series analysis of data from the Health Behaviour in School-aged Children 
study, in which cross-sectional surveys were done in 34 North American and European countries 
in 2002, 2006, and 2010 (pooled n 492 788). We used individual data for socioeconomic status 
(Health Behaviour in School-aged Children Family Affluence Scale) and health (days of physical 
activity per week, body-mass index Z score [zBMI], frequency of psychological and physical 
symptoms on 0–5 scale, and life satisfaction scored 0–10 on the Cantril ladder) to examine 
trends in health and socioeconomic inequalities in health. We also investigated whether 
international differences in health and health inequalities were associated with per person 
income and income inequality. 
Findings 
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From 2002 to 2010, average levels of physical activity (3·90 to 4·08 days per week; p<0·0001), 
body mass (zBMI −0·08 to 0·03; p<0·0001), and physical symptoms (3·06 to 3·20, p<0·0001), 
and life satisfaction (7·58 to 7·61; p=0·0034) slightly increased. Inequalities between 
socioeconomic groups increased in physical activity (−0·79 to −0·83 days per week difference 
between most and least affluent groups; p=0·0008), zBMI (0·15 to 0·18; p<0·0001), and 
psychological (0·58 to 0·67; p=0·0360) and physical (0·21 to 0·26; p=0·0018) symptoms. Only 
in life satisfaction did health inequality fall during this period (−0·98 to −0·95; p=0·0198). 
Internationally, the higher the per person income, the better and more equal health was in 
terms of physical activity (0·06 days per SD increase in income; p<0·0001), psychological 
symptoms (−0·09; p<0·0001), and life satisfaction (0·08; p<0·0001). However, higher income 
inequality uniquely related to fewer days of physical activity (−0·05 days; p=0·0295), higher 
zBMI (0·06; p<0·0001), more psychological (0·18; p<0·0001) and physical (0·16; p<0·0001) 
symptoms, and larger health inequalities between socioeconomic groups in psychological (0·13; 
p=0·0080) and physical (0·07; p=0·0022) symptoms, and life satisfaction (−0·10; p=0·0092). 
Interpretation 
Socioeconomic inequality has increased in many domains of adolescent health. These trends 
coincide with unequal distribution of income between rich and poor people. Widening gaps in 
adolescent health could predict future inequalities in adult health and need urgent policy action. 
Funding 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
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http://nvs.sagepub.com/content/current 
Two Approaches to Nonprofit Financial Ratios and the Implications for Managerial 
Incentives 
Adam Eckerd1 
1Virginia Tech, Alexandria, USA  
Abstract 
Nonprofits compete in donation markets for resources and are expected to report on the 
financial stewardship of the organization. Without a clear comparative signal to differentiate 
organizations in this resource market, simple financial ratios have been used as proxy measures 
of relative organizational efficiency. Two conceptual models can be applied to the use of these 
ratios: first, as dichotomous conformance thresholds that identify poor performers who are 
unable to meet some minimum standard, or second, as directly comparable scales of 
performance where more optimized ratios can be used to distinguish the best performers.   
These two different conceptual models imply two different managerial approaches and potential 
organizational outcomes. This research assesses the extent to which nonprofits that are 
evaluated by an external evaluator appear to use the ratios as thresholds to pass or as scales to 
optimize.  
Anatomy of the Nonprofit Starvation Cycle 
An Analysis of Falling Overhead Ratios in the Nonprofit Sector 
Jesse D. Lecy1, Elizabeth A. M. Searing1 
1Georgia State University, Atlanta, USA  
Abstract 
The nonprofit starvation cycle is a debilitating trend of under-investment in organizational 
infrastructure that is fed by potentially misleading financial reporting and donor expectations of 
increasingly low overhead expenses. Since its original reporting in 2004, the phenomenon has 
been referenced several times, but seldom explored empirically. This study uses 25 years of 
nonprofit data to examine the existence, duration, and mechanics behind the nonprofit 
starvation cycle. Our results show a definite downward trend in reported overhead costs, 
reflecting a deep cut in administrative expenses partially offset by an increase in fundraising 
expenses. The organization’s size is instrumental to its behavior, with a sharp rise in reported 
overhead occurring when revenues equal $100,000, but diminishing at $550,000. Finally, the 
brunt of the cuts have fallen on nonexecutive staff wages and professional fees, which 
heightens the concern of potentially ill effects derived from a fixation on overhead cost 
reduction.  
International Nonprofit Collaboration - Examining the Role of Homophily 
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Yannick C. Atouba1 Michelle Shumate2 
1Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, New Brunswick, USA  
2Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, USA  
Abstract 
The importance and popularity of interorganizational collaboration among nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) have grown considerably in recent years. Despite these growths, 
however, not much is known about why NGOs network the way they do or why NGO networks 
are structured the way they are. Using homophily theory and exponential random graph 
modeling, this study examines the patterns of interorganizational collaborative ties among 
infectious diseases international NGOs (INGOs) in 2007 (n = 94). The results suggest that these 
NGOs are more likely to collaborate when they have the same status, when they have similar 
(closer) founding dates, when they are headquartered in the same global hemisphere 
(north/south), when they have common funding partners, and when they are headquartered in 
the same geographic regions. Overall, the findings from this study suggest that various sources 
of homophily inform partner selection among infectious disease INGOs.  
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http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
The Duration of an Exposure Response Gradient between Incident Obstructive 
Airways Disease and Work at the World Trade Center Site: 2001-2011 
May 20, 2015 · Research article  
Background: Adverse respiratory effects of World Trade Center (WTC) exposure have been 
widely documented, but the length of time that exposure remains associated with disease is 
uncertain. We estimate the incidence of new cases of physician-diagnosed obstructive airway 
disease (OAD) as a function of time since 9/11/2001 in WTC-exposed firefighters. 
Methods: Exposure was categorized by first WTC arrival time: high (9/11/2001 AM); moderate 
(9/11/2001 PM or 9/12/2001); or low (9/13-24/2001). We modeled relative rates (RR) and 95% 
confidence intervals (CI) of OAD incidence by exposure over the first 10 years post-9/11/2001, 
estimating the time(s) of change in the RR with change point models. We further examined the 
relationship between self-reported lower respiratory symptoms and physician diagnoses. 
Results: Change points were observed at 15 and 84 months post-9/11/2001, with relative 
incidence rates for the high versus low exposure group of 4.02 (95% CI 2.62-6.16) prior to 15 
months, 1.90 (95% CI 1.49-2.44) from months 16 to 84, and 1.20 (95% CI 0.92-1.56) 
thereafter. Incidence in all exposure groups increased after the WTC health program began to 
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offer free coverage of OAD medications in month 63. Self-reported lower respiratory symptoms 
in the first 15 months had 80.6% sensitivity, but only 35.9% specificity, for eventual OAD 
diagnoses. 
Conclusions: New OAD diagnoses are associated with WTC exposure for at least seven years. 
Some portion of the extended duration of that association may be due to delayed diagnoses. 
Nevertheless, our results support recognizing OAD among rescue workers as WTC-related even 
when diagnosed years after exposure. 
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Effective Coverage and Systems Effectiveness for Malaria Case Management in Sub-
Saharan African Countries 
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Abstract 
Scale-up of malaria preventive and control interventions over the last decade resulted in 
substantial declines in mortality and morbidity from the disease in sub-Saharan Africa and many 
other parts of the world. Sustaining these gains will depend on the health system performance. 
Treatment provides individual benefits by curing infection and preventing progression to severe 
disease as well as community-level benefits by reducing the infectious reservoir and averting 
emergence and spread of drug resistance. However many patients with malaria do not access 
care, providers do not comply with treatment guidelines, and hence, patients do not necessarily 
receive the correct regimen. Even when the correct regimen is administered some patients will 
not adhere and others will be treated with counterfeit or substandard medication leading to 
treatment failures and spread of drug resistance. We apply systems effectiveness concepts that 
explicitly consider implications of health system factors such as treatment seeking, provider 
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compliance, adherence, and quality of medication to estimate treatment outcomes for malaria 
case management. We compile data for these indicators to derive estimates of effective 
coverage for 43 high-burden Sub-Saharan African countries. Parameters are populated from the 
Demographic and Health Surveys and other published sources. We assess the relative 
importance of these factors on the level of effective coverage and consider variation in these 
health systems indicators across countries. Our findings suggest that effective coverage for 
malaria case management ranges from 8% to 72% in the region. Different factors account for 
health system inefficiencies in different countries. Significant losses in effectiveness of 
treatment are estimated in all countries. The patterns of inter-country variation suggest that 
these are system failures that are amenable to change. Identifying the reasons for the poor 
health system performance and intervening to tackle them become key priority areas for 
malaria control and elimination policies in the region 
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Abstract 
Poor sanitation contributes to morbidity and mortality in the developing world, but there is 
disagreement on what policies can increase sanitation coverage. To measure the effects of 
alternative policies on investment in hygienic latrines, we assigned 380 communities in rural 
Bangladesh to different marketing treatments—community motivation and information; 
subsidies; a supply-side market access intervention; and a control—in a cluster-randomized 
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trial. Community motivation alone did not increase hygienic latrine ownership (+1.6 percentage 
points, P = 0.43), nor did the supply-side intervention (+0.3 percentage points, P = 0.90). 
Subsidies to the majority of the landless poor increased ownership among subsidized 
households (+22.0 percentage points, P < 0.001) and their unsubsidized neighbors (+8.5 
percentage points, P = 0.001), which suggests that investment decisions are interlinked across 
neighbors. Subsidies also reduced open defecation by 14 percentage points (P < 0.001).  
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The report of the Open Working Group of the United Nations General Assembly on Sustainable 
Development Goals, submitted to the Assembly in August 2014, contained 17 goals with 169 
targets covering a broad range of sustainable development issues. In this issue, the UN 
Chronicle takes a closer look at those proposed Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 10, Issue 2, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current#.Uzg2bFcWNdc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°74 - January 2015 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/74/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Yale Human Rights & Development Law Journal 
Volume XIV, Issue 2 
http://www.law.yale.edu/academics/YHRDLJcurrentissue.htm 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
           #                               #                               #                               # 
 
The Sentinel is a service of the Center for Governance, Evidence, Ethics, Policy, Practice [ge2p2] which 
is solely responsible for its content, and is an open access publication, subject to the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). Copyright is 
retained by ge2p2.  

 
           #                               #                               #                               # 
 
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rvch20?open=10#vol_10
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current#.Uzg2bFcWNdc
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/74/
http://www.law.yale.edu/academics/YHRDLJcurrentissue.htm
http://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.wordpress.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

