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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad themes is 
a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not intended 
to be a "news and events" digest. 
  
::::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
It was an extraordinary week for UN Security Council debate and action. We include content 
just below from separate sessions on Syria and Children in Armed Conflict. Other actions are 
covered in Agency Watch below. 
 
Middle East - Security Council, 7418th meeting - Video 
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http://ge2p2-center.net/
http://webtv.un.org/search/middle-east-security-council-7418th-meeting/4136705861001?term=Security%20Council


26 Mar 2015 - The situation in the Middle East 
Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 
(2014), 2165 (2014) and 2191 (2014) (S/2015/206).  
   This video segment includes the statements of Valerie Amos, UN Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator on the humanitarian situation in the 
Syrian Arab Republic, and a response from H.E. Bashar Ja'afari, Permanent Representative of 
the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations. 
S/2015/206 
UNTV Video: http://webtv.un.org/search/middle-east-security-council-7418th-
meeting/4136705861001?term=Security%20Council 
 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Valerie Amos: Security Council Briefing on Syria - New York, 26 March 
2015 
Report from UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
[Full text] 
 
Mr. President, 
   We are in the fifth year of a war in Syria characterized by breathtaking levels of savagery and 
it is just over one year since this Council adopted resolution 2139. The resolution demanded 
action by the parties to the conflict, to cease attacks against civilians and facilitate humanitarian 
access to those in need. We had all hoped that the resolution would compel the parties to 
reduce the violence and lead to a significant improvement in the situation of people in Syria. 
    By any measure, however, the situation in Syria has dramatically worsened. 
Civilians continue to bear the brunt of this conflict. The Secretary-General has submitted report 
after report highlighting the failure of the parties to meet their basic minimum legal obligations. 
Indiscriminate aerial bombings, including the use of barrel bombs, car bombs, mortar attacks, 
unguided rockets and the use of other explosive devices in populated areas, are the hallmarks 
of this conflict. 
   Fighting continues to escalate across the country. Increased violence in Idlib city in the past 
few days is particularly worrying and has the potential to displace hundreds of thousands more 
people. I am concerned that civilians could become trapped in the city if the fighting escalates. 
People must be given safe passage and be allowed to leave if this becomes necessary. 
 
Mr. President, 
   I have previously reported on the worsening socio-economic situation in the country which 
has eroded the development gains made over a generation. Today, a Syrian's life expectancy is 
estimated to be 20 years less than when the conflict started. Unemployment is around 58 per 
cent, up from around 10 per cent in 2010; and nearly two thirds of all Syrians are now 
estimated to be living in extreme poverty. 
  
Mr. President, 
   The inability of this Council and countries with influence over the different parties at war in 
Syria, to agree on the elements for a political solution in the country, means that the 
humanitarian consequences will continue to be dire for millions of Syrians. 
   Children are particularly badly affected with 5.6 million children now in need of assistance. 
Well over two million children are out of school. A quarter of Syria's schools have been 
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damaged, destroyed or taken over for shelter. It will take billions of dollars to repair damaged 
schools and restore the education system. 
   Nutritional surveys indicate a worrying decline in the nutritional status of children. Three 
governorates – Hama, Aleppo and Deir-ez-Zor – have Global Acute Malnutrition rates above 10 
percent among the children sampled: a level considered as “serious” according to WHO 
standards. The overall country-wide Global Acute Malnutrition Rate was 7.2 per cent. This is 
considered to be “poor”. 
   The health system in Syria has been destroyed. Only half of the network of primary health 
centers which existed before the conflict are still working. Physicians for Human Rights has 
documented 233 attacks on 183 medical facilities, with 610 medical staff killed over the last 
four years. 
   Basic services continue to be deliberately attacked and cut. For example, some 450,000 
people in Dar’a had their water cut for two weeks in February. And even when basic services 
are restored, people only have sporadic access due to the systemic degradation of basic 
infrastructure. NGOs reviewing satellite imagery report that 83 per cent of the lights have gone 
out in Syria over the past four years. This is an average. The cuts are even higher in areas like 
Aleppo. 
   As needs grow humanitarian organizations need to reach more people, but we are facing 
increasing difficulties in reaching the 4.8 million people who live in areas which are hard to 
reach. And as the violence escalates and conflict lines continue to shift, I fear that these 
numbers will rise. Access continues to be constrained by insecurity and active fighting but the 
parties to the conflict are increasingly, deliberately obstructing the delivery of life-saving aid. 
   In parts of the country under ISIL control, a number of humanitarian offices have been 
closed. As a result WFP was forced to halt distribution to 700,000 people in ISIL-controlled 
areas of Aleppo, Hasakeh, Deir ez-Zor and Raqqa governorates and FAO distributions in the 
northern governorates - the agricultural belt of the country – have also been reduced in the 
past few months. 
   The Syrian Government continues to put in place restrictive administrative hurdles, hampering 
the effective delivery of aid and have insisted that the United Nations share beneficiary lists. In 
February, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs instructed the United Nations that all communications 
with government ministries and public service providers be routed through the MFA. 
At a time when needs are growing, and the humanitarian community should be scaling up its 
response, the Government continues to put in place measures that are not practical and slow 
down our response. 
   So far this year the United Nations has requested access to 33 locations for the delivery of aid 
through inter-agency convoys. Only three have been agreed. To Al Wa’er, Talbiseh and Ar 
Rastan in Homs. Despite the approval and support of the Governor, Syrian state security forces 
removed surgical and other medical and reproductive health supplies from the convoys to Al 
Wa’er and Talbiseh. Urgently needed medical supplies, including surgical items, are scheduled 
to be delivered to Ar Rastan on 30th March. I ask this Council to make it clear to the 
Government of Syria that these convoys must be allowed to proceed and their security forces 
should allow the free passage of all supplies to people in need. 
 
Mr. President, 
   There has been some confusion about the number of people in besieged and hard to reach 
locations. In besieged areas people cannot leave and assistance cannot get in on a regular 
basis. 



   In February, the United Nations could not deliver any food or medicines to besieged locations. 
UNRWA has restarted delivery of some assistance to Yarmouk on 4th March. However, food 
distribution takes place only three times a week, with around 200 families receiving parcels on 
each distribution day. UNRWA estimates that the 18,000 people trapped in Yarmouk require 
400 food parcels daily to meet their basic needs. 
   An additional 228,000 people are now living under siege in Government-controlled 
neighborhoods of Deir ez-Zor, by ISIL. They are unable to leave the city and only minimal 
supplies have been air lifted in by the Government. This increases the total number of people 
besieged in Syria from 212,000 to an estimated 440,000. 
 
Mr. President, 
  This situation cannot continue. 185,500 people are in areas besieged by the Government, 
despite their assertions that they have a responsibility to look after their own people. The rest 
are in areas besieged by armed groups. The authority of this Council is being undermined.    
People trapped in besieged locations are becoming more and more desperate. We must be 
allowed to deliver essential humanitarian items, such as food, nutritional supplies for children, 
medicines and medical items. Time is running out. More people will die. 
   The United Nations and its humanitarian partners continue to do everything we can to try to 
save lives and we are still getting aid to millions of people each month, including through cross 
border operations. The pledging conference in Kuwait on 31st March is an opportunity to raise 
some of the resources required to maintain our life saving work. I encourage governments to 
give generously. 
 
We also need the Council's continued strong support in the following areas: 
   To remain strong advocates for compliance with international humanitarian and human rights 
law. Making it clear that parties to the conflict, including the Government, which bears a special 
responsibility as a Member of the United Nations, cannot act with impunity. 
   On the issue of denial of access, where parties arbitrarily withhold consent to relief operations 
there must be consequences and accountability. Council members may wish to consider the 
concrete steps they would like to take, given the violations of the Council's demands on access 
contained in resolution 2139. 
   And on the repeated targeting of health facilities and personnel, the Syrian armed forces, 
non-state armed groups and terrorist groups must be held accountable for their actions. 
 
Mr. President, 
   Day after day, month after month, year after year, the death, destruction and violence in 
Syria grows. As Council members have said many times, there is no humanitarian solution to 
the crisis. The international community must demonstrate greater determination to reach a long 
overdue political solution. 
   Thank you. 
 
::::::: 
 
25 March 2015 
UN Security Council – Open debate: Children and armed conflict 
SC/11832 
Former Child Soldier Describes Forced Recruitment during Security Council Debate, 
Urges International Community to Aid Other Children Released by Armed Groups 
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7414th Meeting (AM)  
UN Security Council 
Citing ‘New and Grave’ Threats, Speakers Spotlight Strategies to Tackle Abuse, Chart Progress 
of Protection Campaigns 
 
Security Council Open Debate on Children and Armed Conflict: Statement Delivered 
by Leila Zerrougui 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict 25 Mar 2015  
Statement delivered in French 
 
25 March 2015 
SG/SM/16617-SC/11833 
At Security Council Debate on Children, Armed Conflict, Secretary General Says 
‘Children of the World Should Be Students, Not Soldiers’ 
[Excerpts] 
I thank the Permanent Representative of France for organizing this important and timely 
debate.  The world’s children are increasingly under threat in theatres of war.  Last year was 
considered one of the worst ever for children in areas affected by conflict. 
 
An estimated 230 million children live in countries and areas where armed groups are fighting.  
Up to 15 million children were directly affected by the violence.  The perpetrators of violations 
against children in armed conflict are increasingly diverse and brutal… 
 
…Globally, in conflict situations, the main perpetrators of grave violations against children are 
armed groups.  These groups constitute the vast majority of parties listed in the annexes of my 
annual report on children and armed conflict. 
 
Since I last addressed the Council on this issue one year ago, hundreds of thousands more 
children have been confronted with the emergence or intensification of conflict, and have 
endured new and grave threats posed by armed groups.  Sadly, this includes some of the worst 
human rights violations a child can experience — including death, injury, imprisonment and 
torture, sexual abuse, forced recruitment and abduction.  There is rarely anyone to hear their 
protests or advocate for their rights. 
 
The rise of violent extremism in conflict areas is particularly disturbing.  The tactics of groups 
such as Da’esh and Boko Haram make little distinction between civilians and combatants.  
These groups not only constitute a threat to international peace and security, but often target 
girls and boys.  No cause can justify such acts. 
 
Children have the right to be protected in their schools, in their homes, in their communities. 
 Increasingly, children are snatched from a normal life of school and family, abducted by armed 
groups and thrown into a life of violence and horror.  From north-eastern Nigeria to Iraq, from 
South Sudan to Syria, we have witnessed a wave of such abductions used to terrorize and 
humiliate entire communities… 
 
…We agree that we cannot tolerate a world in which children are killed and maimed, where 
they are abducted, subject to sexual violence, forced to become soldiers, and where schools 
and hospitals are attacked.  That is why we engage not just with Governments, but also armed 
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groups to stop grave violations against children.  My Special Representative has worked with 
many such groups, and will work with more, to ensure we are doing our utmost to protect 
children in these most difficult environments. 
 
The resolutions adopted by the Council over the past 16 years have built a solid framework and 
given us tools to better engage with Governments and non-State actors not only to end, but 
also to prevent, these violations. 
 
We have seen concrete outcomes of our efforts that have translated into thousands of children 
now going to school instead of battle, and playing in fields instead of fighting on them.  By 
protecting children, we contribute to building durable peace and to helping countries reach their 
full potential. 
 
But, we must act collectively and expeditiously.  I call on the international community to 
continue supporting this work and this mandate, and to always ensure that the children’s best 
interests are at the heart of any response we undertake. 
 
Allow me to end on a positive note.  I would like to take this opportunity to commend my 
Special Representative and UNICEF [United Nations Children’s Fund] for their campaign 
“Children Not Soldiers”, which they launched a year ago to end the recruitment and use of 
children by Government forces by 2016…. 
 
The progress they have accomplished to date is encouraging.  With the support of the United 
Nations, Chad completed all the requirements to make its army child-free.  Six of the seven 
countries involved in the campaign are now engaged with the UN to end and prevent the 
recruitment of children in their security forces, and some of them are making commendable 
progress. 
 
…The children of the world should be students, not soldiers.  They deserve to grow up in 
communities that offer them safety and the chance to reach their full potential.  These are 
fundament rights of all children — not aspirations.  Member States have the obligation to take 
all necessary measures to fulfil them. 
 
:::::::  
 
Wars in Syria and Iraq drive highest asylum numbers in 22 years  
UNHCR Press Release 
   26 March 2015, GENEVA – The wars in Syria and Iraq, as well as armed conflicts, human 
rights violations and deteriorating security and humanitarian conditions in other countries, 
pushed the number of asylum applications in industrialized countries to a 22-year high last year, 
according to a UNHCR report released today. 
   The UNHCR's Asylum Trends 2014 report puts the estimated number of new asylum 
applications lodged in industrialized countries throughout the year at 866,000, a 45 per cent 
increase from 2013, when 596,600 claims were registered. The 2014 figure is the highest since 
1992, at the beginning of the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
   UN High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres put the new figures in their historical 
context. "In the 1990s, the Balkan wars created hundreds of thousands of refugees and asylum 
seekers," Guterres said. "Many of them found refuge in industrialized countries in Europe, North 

http://www.unhcr.org/5512b8d59.html


America and elsewhere. Today, the surge in armed conflicts around the world presents us with 
similar challenges, in particular the dramatic situation in Syria. Our response has to be just as 
generous now as it was then – providing access to asylum, resettlement opportunities and other 
forms of protection for the people fleeing these terrible conflicts." 
   Syrians were by far the largest group among those seeking asylum in 2014, with almost 
150,000 applications, one in every five asylum claims in the industrialized world. Iraqis 
accounted for 68,700 applications, almost double the number in 2013. Afghans were the third 
largest group, with almost 60,000 applications, followed by citizens of Serbia (and Kosovo) and 
Eritreans…. 
   It is worth noting that the Russian Federation, which is not included in this report for 
methodological reasons, received some 265,400 applications for temporary asylum and 5,800 
applications for refugee status from Ukrainians during 2014. At the same time, the number of 
Ukrainians seeking asylum in the 44 countries included in the report went up from 1,400 in 
2013 to 15,700 in 2014… 
   UNHCR's Asylum Trends 2014 report is based on data received from 44 governments in 
Europe, North America and parts of the Asia-Pacific. The number of people applying for refugee 
status in industrialized countries is just one element in the global picture of forced displacement 
from conflict and persecution. Worldwide, by the end of 2013, 51.2 million individuals were 
forcibly displaced as a result of persecution, conflict, generalized violence or human rights 
violations. Of these, some 16.7 million people were refugees and 33.3 million were internally 
displaced in their own country. Close to 1.2 million were asylum-seekers. UNHCR's forthcoming 
Global Trends 2014 report, due in June 2015, will provide a complete picture of global 
displacement in 2014. 
   The Asylum Trends 2014 report and annex tables are available here: 
:: Report 
:: Annexes [Excel tables -zip file] 
 
:::::::  
 
UNODC launches new global initiative to boost criminal justice responses to foreign 
terrorist fighters 
Press Release - UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime   
   Valletta/Vienna, 25 March 2015 - The growing involvement of individuals as Foreign Terrorist 
Fighters (FTF) in various conflicts and terrorist activities has resulted in an increasingly 
dangerous threat to international peace and security. In response, the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has launched a new initiative aimed at bolstering countries' criminal 
justice responses to this phenomenon. The initiative, which runs to 2019, will assist Member 
States in criminalizing the FTF phenomenon, in areas such as terrorist recruitment, incitement 
to terrorism, terrorism financing, and terrorist training, among others. 
   While not a new occurrence, the extent of the involvement of FTFs in conflicts and acts of 
terrorism today is unparalleled. With terrorist groups such as Al-Qaida, the Al-Nusra Front, and 
Islamic State all recruiting foreign nationals, the threat posed by terrorism now encapsulates 
not just end-target countries, but also countries of origin and transit. In this, the threat of 
individuals travelling to conflict zones, becoming further radicalized, receiving combat training, 
and then returning to their home countries with the aim of carrying out terrorist acts is more 
serious than ever. 
   In light of this issue, a three-day conference held in collaboration with the United Nations 
Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED), the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

http://www.unhcr.org/551128679.html
http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/2014AsylumTrends.zip
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2015/March/unodc-launches-new-global-initiative-to-boost-criminal-justice-responses-to-foreign-terrorist-fighters.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2015/March/unodc-launches-new-global-initiative-to-boost-criminal-justice-responses-to-foreign-terrorist-fighters.html


Mediterranean (PAM) and the International Institute for Justice and the Rule of Law in Malta 
(IIJ), ended today in Valletta. Representatives from the Mediterranean basin - including Algeria, 
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia and Yemen - and the Balkan countries - 
among them Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, and The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia - were present to discuss and evaluate the threat that FTFs pose to their 
countries and regions. Additionally, Belgium, France, Italy, Japan, the Russian Federation, 
Turkey, the United Kingdom, and the United States were represented, together with five United 
Nations agencies and six international and regional organizations… 
   …UNODC's global initiative covers both foreign cooperation and domestic assistance: the 
former is critical given the transnational dimension of FTFs which makes a purely national 
approach insufficient; the latter meanwhile is central to efforts needed to strengthen national 
legislation against this emerging trend in terrorist operations and to enhance domestic 
capacities of criminal justice and law enforcement officials… 
 
::::::: 
 
Easier access to the most reliable and up-to-date stats on children through UNICEF’s 
revamped data websites 
   NEW YORK, 23 March 2015 – UNICEF has made all its data on health, nutrition, education, 
water and sanitation, child protection, and HIV/AIDS publicly available, in an easily searchable 
format which includes redesigned country profiles and a new data visualisation tool for the 
creation of charts, maps and graphs: UNICEF DATA AND ANALYTICS. All of which make UNICEF 
the most reliable and up-to-date source of statistics on women and children. 
   Problems that go unmeasured often go unsolved. Consistent, credible data about children, 
their families and their communities are critical to the improvement of children’s lives and 
indispensable to the realisation of their rights.  
   UNICEF’s data provide a fuller picture than ever before of the situation of children across the 
globe. The data tells intricate and detailed stories about where and how children are born and 
cared for, how they grow, learn, work and connect with others, and how they make their way in 
the world. 
 
::::::: 
 
GERMANWINGS FLIGHT 9525 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  
26/3/15 
   The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) extends its profound sympathies to the 
families of the passengers and crew who were so tragically lost in Germanwings Flight 9525. 
    ICAO supports the internationally-recognized approach whereby a completed accident 
investigation will  officially determine the causes and contributing factors of the accident, and 
concurrently provide safety recommendations on appropriate preventative measures to avoid 
recurrences, as well as guidelines for future consideration by ICAO, States and airlines.  
   ICAO has developed international standards and recommended practices on the security of 
flight crew compartments which are presently contained in the following Annexes to the 
Convention on International Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention): 
:: Annex 6—Operation of Aircraft 
:: Annex 8—Airworthiness of Aircraft 
:: Annex 17—Security  

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_81347.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_81347.html
http://www.data.unicef.org/index.php?section=unicef_aboutus
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/GERMANWINGS-FLIGHT-9525.aspx


    The relevant sections of Annexes 6, 8, and 17 are attached to this statement for further 
reference.  
  Annex 1 – Personnel Licensing requires that all airline pilots undergo a periodic medical 
examination (by a doctor who is trained in aviation medicine) that includes both a physical and 
a mental assessment. If there is any concern from this medical screening then a further, more 
specialized, assessment can be undertaken that may include neuropsychological testing. Pilots 
also undergo periodic simulator checks as well as checks of performance during routine 
operations.   
 
::::::: 
 
WMO Statement on the Status of the Global Climate in 2014 
World Meteorological Organization, WMO-No. 1152 : March 2015  :: 24 pages 
Report pdf: https://www.wmo.int/media/sites/default/files/1152_en.pdf 
Foreword 
The warming trend observed over the past few decades continued in 2014, which WMO has  
ranked as nominally the warmest year since modern instrumental measurements began in the 
mid-1800s. Although 2014 broke the record by only a few hundredths of a degree – less than 
the margin of uncertainty – this result means that 14 of the 15 hottest years on record occurred 
during the twenty-first century. The evidence for human-induced global warming is therefore 
increasingly robust. 
 
Although discussions of climate change focus primarily on atmospheric warming near the 
Earth’s surface – which is, of course, where we live our lives – the warming of the ocean is also  
critically important. This is because the ocean absorbs over 93 per cent of the excess heat  
trapped by rising atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases. The WMO Statement on  
the Status of the Global Climate in 2014 reports that global-average sea-surface temperatures  
for 2014 were warmer than for any previous year on record. We need to maintain and even  
strengthen our ocean observing systems in order to better understand sea-temperature trends 
and their implications for long-term climate change. 
 
This Statement also highlights extremes that occurred in 2014 at the national and regional 
levels. Europe, for example, was unusually warm, with 19 countries reporting record 
temperatures for the year. Severe flooding and flash floods occurred in many countries, 
particularly in the Balkans, South Asia, and parts of Africa and South and Central America. 
 
Natural climate variability creates such extremes every year, but the high incidence of flooding  
around the world is consistent with an accelerated hydrological cycle driven by the additional  
energy captured in the atmosphere by greenhouse gases. As a result of improved scientific  
understanding and modelling techniques, good progress has been made on attributing certain  
observed climate extremes and weather events to human-induced climate change. WMO is 
working with its Members and leading scientific organizations to further advance attribution  
research with a view to incorporating it into operational climate services in the near future. 
 
Despite expectations that an El Niño could develop, the event did not materialize, making 2014 
a neutral El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO) year. El Niño is typically associated with elevated 
global temperatures. Not only does this mean that 2014 was exceptionally warm despite not 
being an El Niño year, but the failure of ENSO to mature poses important scientific questions 

https://www.wmo.int/media/sites/default/files/1152_en.pdf
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demanding further research. Another interesting phenomenon in 2014 was the behaviour of the 
seas around Antarctica. While parts of Antarctica’s land-based glaciers are melting, the sea ice 
expanded to a record extent for the third year in a row. Again, this is an exciting and important 
area for continued observation and research. 
 
This Statement draws on data provided by leading global and regional climate centres and 
research institutes as well as National Meteorological and Hydrological Services. It is published 
in the six official WMO languages in order to reach a broader audience. 
 
Press Release 
Global Climate in 2014 marked by extreme heat and flooding 
23 March 2015  
Report Released for World Meteorological Day: Climate Knowledge for Climate Action  
   Record ocean heat, high land-surface temperatures and devastating flooding were some of 
the defining characteristics of the global climate in 2014, which was nominally the warmest year 
on record, although by a very small margin, according to a detailed analysis by the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO). 
   The WMO Statement on the Status of the Global Climate in 2014 confirmed the continuation 
of the warming trend over the past few decades, with 14 of the 15 hottest years on record 
occurring this century.   
Arabic (press release; WMO Statement ) Chinese (press release; WMO Statement) Russian 
(press release; WMO Statement) 
 
::::::: 
 
States of Fragility 2015: Meeting Post-2015 Ambitions 
OECD  
Published on March 26, 2015 :: 124 pages 
Report pdf:  
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/4315011e.pdf?itemId=/content/book/9789264227699-
en&mimeType=application/pdf  :: Report highlights 16 pages 
Overview 
   This 2015 OECD report on fragility contributes to the broader debate to define and implement 
post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It points out that addressing fragility in the 
new framework will be crucial if strides in reducing poverty are to be made. It argues in favour 
of proposed SDG 16 – promoting peaceful and inclusive societies – which aims to reduce 
violence of all forms. 
   The 2015 report differs markedly from previous editions as it seeks to present a new 
understanding of fragility beyond fragile states. It assesses fragility as an issue of universal 
character that can affect all countries, not only those traditionally considered “fragile” or 
conflict-affected. To do so, it takes three indicators related to targets of SDG 16 and two from 
the wider SDG framework: violence, access to justice, accountable and inclusive institutions, 
economic inclusion and stability, and capacities to prevent and adapt to social, economic and 
environmental shocks and disasters. It applies them to all countries worldwide, and identifies 
the 50 most vulnerable ones in all five dimensions. The group of countries most challenged on 
all five fronts differs little from the traditional list of fragile states and economies. Still, several 
middle-income countries with disproportionately high levels of crime-related violence, sub-
national conflict or poor access to justice move into the spotlight. 

https://www.wmo.int/media/content/global-climate-2014-marked-extreme-heat-and-flooding
https://www.wmo.int/media/content/global-climate-2014-marked-extreme-heat-and-flooding
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https://www.wmo.int/media/sites/default/files/1152_zh.pdf
https://www.wmo.int/media/sites/default/files/4-15_ru.pdf
https://www.wmo.int/media/sites/default/files/1152_ru.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dac/states-of-fragility-2015-9789264227699-en.htm
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/4315011e.pdf?itemId=/content/book/9789264227699-en&mimeType=application/pdf
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/4315011e.pdf?itemId=/content/book/9789264227699-en&mimeType=application/pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dac/governance-peace/conflictandfragility/docs/FINAL%20States%20of%20Fragility%20Highlights%20document.pdf


   The report concludes that making headway on the targets will require building a new portfolio 
of tools and interventions, and an understanding of the role the international community should 
and can play in assisting this process. 
 
Report Editorial 
   This year has the potential to be a turning point in the history of poverty reduction. As the 
end of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) draws closer, we are witnessing progress 
given that extreme poverty has been halved worldwide, although the majority of  fragile states 
and conflict-affected countries have not met the MDG targets. It is worthy to note that the MDG 
framework did not address the challenges faced by fragile and conflict-affected countries nor 
the context within which the MDGs were being implemented in fragile situations.  
 
It is evident that 15 years on, fragile and conflict-affected countries have been left behind. In 
the run-up to the Special Summit on Sustainable Development in September 2015, the UN 
Secretary-General’s synthesis report puts forward “justice – promoting safe and peaceful 
societies, and strong institutions”, as one of the “six essential elements” for delivering the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for post-2015. The proposed goal on justice and peace 
will be an important step in tackling the challenges faced in fragile environments. 
 
For this reason, the States of Fragility 2015 is highly relevant as it underscores just how  
important it is to recognise the nexus between fragility and poverty. The universal character of 
the post-2015 development framework calls for a broader understanding of fragility, risk and 
vulnerability. The nature of fragility has evolved over the past decade and so must our thinking. 
Conflict remains unparalleled and it can reverse national development gains by more than 20 
years. Recent assessments of fragility have shown that the key drivers of conflict in many of the 
fragile and conflict-affected countries often revolve around injustice, inequality, ethnic tensions 
and, in extreme cases, religious radicalisation of various kinds. Climate change, environmental 
disasters and pandemic diseases such as Ebola have also exposed the vulnerabilities of many 
countries, from small island states in the Pacific to post-conflict West African states. Weak 
institutions could also be a source of collapse in seemingly strong states. 
 
This report presents a truly innovative attempt to capture the diversity of risks and 
vulnerabilities that generate fragility in its many forms. It does so by looking at five main  
dimensions and identifying the countries and economies the most vulnerable to them. The work 
presents some astonishing facts, and opens up new perspectives and proposes a new course of 
action. A huge political push is now needed to radically improve the ways in which the New 
Deal principles are implemented, and to deliver results on the ground. Providers of development 
co-operation must reflect on the conclusions of this report, and channel their support to build 
peace and effective institutions in line with the national priorities of partner countries. 
 
Much research is already underway in the run-up to the UN Special Summit on the Sustainable 
Development Goals framework. This report stands out because of the practical tool it offers for 
understanding and monitoring the multidimensional nature of fragility across the globe. Given 
the universal aspirations of the emerging SDG framework, the model proposed in this report 
could be highly relevant to the work underway to develop an SDG framework that is all 
encompassing. For these reasons, we hope that it will be developed further to support the UN-
led sustainable development agenda and the goal of promoting safe and peaceful societies and 
strong institutions. 



 
Executive summary 
Addressing fragility will be central to realising the post-2015 Sustainable 
Development Goals 
   States of Fragility 2015 is published at an important time for international development 
cooperation. In 2015, the world’s governments will agree on a successor framework to the  
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). This framework will be more ambitious than ever,  
requiring in turn more urgent efforts to reduce the persistent poverty in fragile situations and 
strengthen the institutions that can deliver economic and social development. 
 
Fragile states and economies lag behind in achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
   Many fragile states and economies have made important strides toward reaching the MDGs, 
but as a group they have lagged behind other developing countries. Nearly two-thirds of those 
now considered fragile are expected to fail to meet the goal of halving poverty by 2015. Just 
one-fifth will halve infant mortality by 2015, and just over one-quarter will halve the number of 
people who do not have access to clean water. These trends point to a growing concentration 
of absolute poverty in fragile situations. Today, the 50 countries and economies on the 2015 
fragile states list (which is a sample group for analysis) are home to 43% of people living on 
less than USD 1.25/day; by 2030, the concentration could be 62%. 
 
Fragility should be assessed differently in the post-2015 era 
   This report offers a new tool for assessing fragility that is more comprehensive than the 
traditional single categorisation of “fragile states”, and recognises the diversity of risks and  
vulnerabilities that lead to fragility. It identifies countries the most vulnerable in five dimensions 
of risk and vulnerability linked to fragility, and asks how likely they are to achieve the UN 
OpenWorking Group’s post-2015 goals and targets in those five dimensions: 1) violence 
(peaceful societies); 2) access to justice for all; 3) effective, accountable and inclusive 
institutions; 4) economic foundations; 5) capacity to adapt to social, economic and 
environmental shocks and disasters. 
   This approach to assessing fragility can help to identify national and international priorities by 
shedding light on which countries are the most vulnerable to risks, and can inform international 
financing allocations. This report proposes a model that can be modified to reflect the final 
negotiated development framework that will emerge in late 2015. 
 
Left unaddressed, fragility will impede the post-2015 development goals 
The goal of eradicating poverty will remain beyond the reach of many countries unless 
concentrated efforts begin now to address fragility. If institution building and conflict reduction 
continue at their existing pace, by 2030 nearly half a billion people could remain below the USD 
1.25/day poverty line. Under a moderately optimistic scenario, in which countries’ institutions 
develop and conflict declines faster, that figure could reduce to 420 million people. A best-case 
scenario of rapid institution building and a widespread decline in conflict would reduce poverty 
to 350 million people. 
 
Aid fills a significant finance gap in many fragile states, but there are huge imbalances in its 
distribution 
   While per capita official development assistance (ODA) to fragile situations has almost 
doubled since 2000, aid is distributed unevenly. Afghanistan and Iraq received significant flows 



in the MDG era – 22% of all ODA to fragile states and economies. At the same time, 10 of the 
world’s 11 aid orphans have been part of this pool of countries. 
   Remittances, the largest aggregate flow to fragile states and economies, benefit a small 
number of middle-income countries with big diaspora populations. Only 6% of foreign direct 
investment (FDI) to developing countries in 2012 went to fragile situations, and it was 
concentrated in just ten resource-rich countries. 
 
Development finance can be better monitored and targeted at reducing fragility 
   Aid budgets are still adapting to the Peacebuilding and Statebuilding Goals (PSGs) endorsed 
in 2011 by conflict-affected and fragile countries, development partners and civil society. While 
there is no agreed framework for tracking aid to support the PSGs, a working model found that 
it remained low in 2012. Just 4% of ODA to fragile states and economies was allocated to the 
PSGs for legitimate politics, 2% for security and 3% for justice. 
   Some evidence suggests that aid is better aligned to needs for institution building: least 
developed countries (LDCs) with lower levels of institutional capacity receive higher per capita 
ODA financing. A significant burden of violence is concentrated in lower middle income 
countries, however, and these contexts receive relatively limited per capita aid flows.  
Vulnerability to shocks and disasters is greatest among a cluster of LDCs and lower middle  
income countries, but ODA to these states is not commensurate with their greater exposure. 
   Scaling up ODA to the poorest and most fragile countries could help to make greater inroads 
into reducing fragility in the post-2015 era, as can non-concessional finance to middle-income 
countries and investments in global public goods. 
 
New norms are needed for tracking spending on peace and security 
   No international norms exist for tracking peace and security spending. Only UN peacekeeping 
(almost USD 8.5 billion per year) and ODA expenditures on security are tracked. A small portion 
of ODA, just 1.4% in 2012, is spent on security sector reform in fragile states. Agreeing on 
targets and norms for monitoring spending on global peace, security and conflict prevention 
would sharpen the focus on the quality of international efforts to prevent and reduce crises. 
National ownership and international commitment are needed to reduce fragility. 
   Fragile states have untapped opportunities to pursue development. Capitalising on them will 
require national ownership, international commitment and innovation. Multisectoral efforts to 
reduce violence, build trust in government and improve the quality of public services will be key 
to achieving a post-2015 goal for peaceful and inclusive societies. 
 
Aid will need to be much smarter in the post-2015 era 
   The post-2015 debate offers a historic opportunity to make the international approach to 
fragility and financing “fit-for-purpose”. Far greater international political will is needed to 
support nationally owned and led plans, build national institutions at a faster rate, and help 
countries to generate domestic revenues and attract private finance. To this end, donors must 
be more flexible and risk tolerant to on-budget aid modalities that build national institutions. 
The international community can also develop more demand-driven aid innovations that support 
domestic revenue generation, enable South-South and triangular co-operation, and make 
greater use of public finance instruments that help to attract FDI. 
 
::::::: 
 
Disease Control Priorities, Third Edition : Volume 1. Essential Surgery 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/21568


World Bank, 2015 :: 445 pages 
Debas, Haile T.; Donkor, Peter; Gawande, Atul; Jamison, Dean T.; Kruk, Margaret E.; Mock, 
Charles N. 
Book pdf:  
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/21568/9781464803468.pdf?seq
uence=5 
Annexes: 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/21568/AnnexesEssentialSurgery
.zip?sequence=4 
Overview 
   Essential Surgery is the first volume in the Disease Control Priorities, third edition (DCP3) 
series. DCP3 endeavors to inform program design and resource allocation at the global and 
country levels by providing a comprehensive review of the effectiveness, cost, and cost-
effectiveness of priority health interventions.  
   The volume presents data on the surgical burden of disease, disability, congenital 
anomalies, and trauma, along with health impact and economic analyses of 
procedures, platforms, and packages to improve care in settings with severe budget 
limitations. Essential Surgery identifies 44 surgical procedures that meet the 
following criteria: they address substantial needs, are cost effective, and are 
feasible to implement in low- and middle-income countries. If made universally 
available, the provision of these 44 procedures would avert 1.5 million deaths a year 
and rank among the most cost effective of all health interventions.  
   Existing health care delivery structures can be leveraged to provide affordable and quality 
care, with first-level hospitals capable of delivering the majority of procedures, while addressing 
substantial disparities in safety. Existing infrastructure can also expand access to surgery by 
implementing measures such as task sharing, which has been shown to be safe and effective 
while countries build workforce capacity. Nearly ten years after the second iteration of Disease 
Control Priorities was released, increased attention to the importance of health systems in 
providing access to quality care is once again reshaping the global health landscape. Low- and 
middle-income countries are continuing to set priorities for funding and are making decisions 
across an increasingly complex set of policy and intervention choices with a greater appreciation 
for the value of program and economic evaluations. By reviewing the large burden of surgical 
disorders, the cost-effectiveness of surgical procedures, and the strong public demand for 
surgical services, Essential Surgery makes a compelling case for improving global access to 
surgical care. 
 
Press Release 
Surgery Could Save Millions of Lives in Developing Countries 
March 26, 2015 
:: A new book, “Essential Surgery,” says greater access to surgical care in developing countries 
could avert 1.5 million deaths a year. 
:: Basic surgeries such as setting broken bones or delivering babies via Caesarean section are 
among the most cost-effective health interventions in developing countries. 
:: “Essential Surgery” is the first of nine volumes in the “Disease Control Priorities” series to be 
published by the World Bank Group in 2015 and 2016. 
   Five million people died of injuries in 2012, and 270,000 women died of pregnancy 
complications. Many of these deaths could have been prevented if people had better access to 
surgical care, says a new book published by the World Bank Group. 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/21568/9781464803468.pdf?sequence=5
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/21568/9781464803468.pdf?sequence=5
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/21568/AnnexesEssentialSurgery.zip?sequence=4
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/21568/AnnexesEssentialSurgery.zip?sequence=4
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2015/03/26/surgery-could-save-millions-of-lives-in-developing-countries
http://www.worldbank.org/


   Essential Surgery, launched at the Consortium of Universities for Global Health sixth annual 
conference in Boston, is the first of nine volumes of the third edition of Disease Control 
Priorities (DCP3), a comprehensive review and analysis of the most effective and cost-effective 
approaches to global health. 
   The book finds that basic surgical procedures are among the most cost-effective of all health 
interventions in developing countries. If they were more widely available, essential surgical 
procedures would prevent 1.5 million deaths a year. 
   About 2 billion people lack access to surgical services such as Caesarean sections or setting 
broken bones, even though many surgeries could be offered at district hospitals in developing 
countries. 
   Until relatively recently, surgery was considered too complicated and expensive to 
be an integral part of public health in developing countries. But opinions are 
changing as more evidence emerges of the value and cost-effectiveness of basic 
surgical procedures. 
   “You’ve got a broken arm or a ruptured appendix … everybody knows you need a surgeon. 
And it turns out that kind of surgery is not that hard, not that expensive, and it really makes a 
big, big difference,” said DCP3 and Essential Surgery editor Dean Jamison, senior fellow in 
Global Health Sciences at the University of California, San Francisco, and an emeritus professor 
of global health  at the University of Washington. Jamison was also lead author of the original 
Disease Control Priorities in 1993, as well as of the 1993 World Development Report, Investing 
in Health… 
 
::::::: 
 
EBOLA/EVD  [to 28 March 2015] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC); "Threat to international peace and 
security" (UN Security Council)  
 
Ebola Situation Report - 25 March 2015 
Incorporating the WHO Activity Report 
[Excerpts] 
SUMMARY 
:: A total of 79 new confirmed cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD) were reported in the week to 
22 March: the lowest weekly total in 2015. There were 45 new confirmed cases reported from 
Guinea. Having reported no cases for 3 consecutive weeks, a new confirmed case was reported 
from Liberia on 20 March. Sierra Leone reported 33 new confirmed cases in the week to 22 
March… 
:: In the context of falling case incidence and a receding zone of transmission, treatment 
capacity now far exceeds demand in both Liberia and Sierra Leone. Accordingly, and with 
technical guidance from WHO, national authorities in both countries have begun to implement 
plans for the phased safe decommissioning of surplus facilities. Each country will retain a core 
capacity of high-quality Ebola treatment centres, strategically located to ensure complete 
geographic coverage, with additional rapid-response capacity held in reserve… 
:: There have been almost 25 000 reported confirmed, probable, and suspected cases of EVD in 
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone (table 1), with over 10 000 reported deaths (outcomes for 
many cases are unknown). A total of 45 new confirmed cases were reported in Guinea, 1 in 
Liberia, and 33 in Sierra Leone in the 7 days to 22 March… 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/health
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/5976
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/5976
http://apps.who.int/ebola/current-situation/ebola-situation-report-25-march-2015
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/ebola/ebola-case-definition-contact-en.pdf?ua=1&ua=1


First Ebola vaccine to be tested in affected communities one year into outbreak  
Guinea WHO Country Office   
Ring vaccination starts in Coyah, Guinea 
25 March 2015 
 
Ebola test vaccines appear safe in Phase 2 Liberian clinical trial 
Liberia-U.S. partnership planning Phase 3 trial and study of Ebola survivors. 
March 26, 2015  
 
MSF Report: Pushed to the Limit and Beyond  -- A year into the largest ever Ebola 
outbreak 
March 2015 :: 22 pages 
Pdf: http://www.msf.org.uk/sites/uk/files/ebola_-_pushed_to_the_limit_and_beyond.pdf 
Press Release 
Pushed to the Limit and Beyond: MSF on the global Ebola response one year into the deadliest 
outbreak in history 
March 23, 2015 
   One year ago today, an outbreak of Ebola in the West African country of Guinea was 
announced. Since then, nearly 10,000 people have died of the disease, and it has not yet been 
defeated. Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors Without Borders (MSF) today released a critical 
analysis of the Ebola epidemic over the past year, revealing the shortcomings of the global 
response to the crisis and warning that the outbreak, despite an overall decline in cases, is not 
yet over.  
   The report, Pushed to the Limit and Beyond, is based on interviews with dozens of MSF staff 
involved in the organization’s Ebola intervention. It describes MSF’s early warnings one year ago 
about cases of Ebola spreading in Guinea, the initial denial by governments of the affected 
countries, and the unprecedented steps that MSF was forced to take in the face of global 
inaction as the outbreak engulfed neighbouring states. 
Exposing inefficiencies in aid and health systems 
   “Today we share our initial reflections and take a critical look at both MSF’s response and the 
wider global response to the deadliest Ebola outbreak in history,” says Dr. Joanne Liu, MSF 
international president. “The Ebola epidemic proved to be an exceptional event that exposed 
the reality of how inefficient and slow health and aid systems are to respond to emergencies.” 
   The report details the effects of the several months-long “global coalition of inaction,” during 
which the virus spread wildly, leading MSF to issue a rare call for the mobilization of 
international civilian and military medical assets with biohazard capacity. By the end of August, 
MSF’s ELWA3 centre in Monrovia was overwhelmed with patients. Staff were forced to turn 
away visibly ill people from the front gate, in the full knowledge that they would likely return to 
their communities and infect others. 
   “The Ebola outbreak has often been described as a perfect storm: a cross-border epidemic in 
countries with weak public health systems that had never seen Ebola before,” says Christopher 
Stokes, MSF’s general director. “Yet this is too convenient an explanation. For the Ebola 
outbreak to spiral this far out of control required many institutions to fail. And they did, with 
tragic and avoidable consequences.”… 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
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:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations System Organizational Chart 
:: 8.5" x 11" / 216 x 279 mm :: 11" x 17" / 279 x 432 mm 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
27 March 2015  
SC/11842 
Adopting Two Resolutions on Libya — 2213, 2214 (2015) — Security Council Extends United 
Nations Presence, Eases Arms Embargo to Counter Terrorist Threat 
Unanimously adopting two separate resolutions this evening on Libya, the Security Council, in 
the first, called for an immediate and unconditional ceasefire and extended the United Nations 
Support Mission there (UNSMIL) until 15 September, and in the second, adjusted the arms 
embargo on the country in light of the terrorist threat there. 
 
26 March 2015  
SC/11837 
Humanitarian Chief Notes ‘Breath-Taking Levels of Savagery’ in Syria, Faulting Security Council, 
Countries with Influence for Lack of Agreement on Way Out 
A year after the adoption of resolution 2139 (2014), the situation in Syria had dramatically 
worsened, characterized by “breath-taking levels of savagery”, a top United Nations official told 
the Security Council today. 
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
26 March 2015  
SC/11836 
Losing Sight of Peace between Israel, Palestine ‘Tantamount to Pouring Oil on Regional Flames’, 
Special Coordinator Warns Security Council 
It might already be too late to realize the paradigm of “two States for two peoples”, the Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process told the Security Council today, of the view that 
during his tenure he had been part of a peace process in which “a can is kicked down an 
endless road”. 
 
26 March 2015  
SC/11834 
Unanimously Adopting Resolution 2211 (2015), Security Council Extends Mission, Intervention 
Brigade in Democratic Republic of Congo 
The Security Council today extended until 31 March 2016 the mandate of the United Nations 
Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO), 
including its intervention brigade. 
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26 March 2015  
SC/11835 
Unanimously Adopting Resolution 2212 (2015), Security Council Increases Uniformed Personnel 
of Mission in Central African Republic 
The Security Council today authorized an increase of 750 military personnel, 280 police 
personnel and 20 corrections officers for the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated 
Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA), over the levels authorized by 
resolution 2149 (2014). 
 
24 March 2015  
SC/11831 
Security Council Tells Parties in South Sudan to Issue Clear Orders against Human Rights 
Abuses, Reach Agreement on Transitional Government Arrangements 
Underscoring the seriousness and urgency of the situation in South Sudan, the Security Council 
today called on all parties to armed conflict to issue clear orders prohibiting all violations of 
international humanitarian law and human rights abuses without further delay. 
 
27 March 2015  
SG/SM/16625-SC/11841 
Strongly Condemning Religious-Based Attacks, Secretary-General Urges Security Council to Help 
Middle East End Atrocity Crimes, Reclaim Historic Diversity 
Following are UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s remarks at the Security Council open debate 
on victims of attacks and abuses on ethnic or religious grounds in the Middle East, in New York 
today: 
 
25 March 2015  
SG/SM/16617-SC/11833 
At Security Council Debate on Children, Armed Conflict, Secretary General Says ‘Children of the 
World Should Be Students, Not Soldiers’ 
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
27 Mar 2015 
Ban Ki-moon on the victims of attacks and abuses on ethnic or religious grounds in the Middle 
East - Security Council, 7419th meeting (English)  
Opening remarks by H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon, United Nations Secretary-General at the 7419th 
meeting of the Security Council on the issue of the victims of attacks and abuses on ethnic or 
religious grounds in the Middle East. 
 
27 Mar 2015 
Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein on the victims of attacks and abuses on ethnic or religious grounds in the 
Middle East - Security Council, 7419th meeting (English)  
Statement by Mr. Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
at the 7419th meeting of the Security Council on the issue of the victims of attacks and abuses 
on ethnic or religious grounds in the Middle East. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 28 March 
2015] 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11835.doc.htm
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http://webtv.un.org/search/zeid-raad-al-hussein-on-the-victims-of-attacks-and-abuses-on-ethnic-or-religious-grounds-in-the-middle-east-security-council-7419th-meeting/4138326771001?term=Security%20Council
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http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true 
Libyan human rights defenders under attack – UN report  
   GENEVA (25 March 2015) – A UN human rights report released on Wednesday reveals a 
catalogue of violent attacks and threats against Libyan rights defenders, across Libya – and in 
some cases even after they are forced to leave the country. 
   Attacks, including killings, abductions, torture and other ill-treatment, unlawful deprivation of 
liberty and death threats by phone and on social media since the escalation of fighting in May 
2014 have been documented in the joint report by the UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) 
and the UN Human Rights Office. Armed groups across the country have targeted human rights 
defenders seeking to shed light on and address human rights violations and abuses… 
   …“Given the increasing risks, the killings of prominent human rights defenders and repeated 
threats, many have fled the country, fallen silent, or have been forced to work in secret at great 
risk to themselves and their loved ones,” the report notes…. 
   The full report is available on the OHCHR website at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/LY/HumanRightsDefendersLibya.pdf 
 
Human Rights Council to hold special session on terrorist attacks, abuses and violations 
committed by Boko Haram 
3/27/2015 
 
Human Rights Council creates mandate of Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy 
3/26/2015 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict  [to 28 March 2015] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
Security Council Open Debate on Children and Armed Conflict: Statement Delivered by Leila 
Zerrougui 
25 Mar 2015  
Statement delivered in French 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/search?page=&comid=4a0950336&cid=49aea93a7d&scid=49aea93a40 
26 March 2015  
Wars in Syria and Iraq drive highest asylum numbers in 22 years 
 
 
UNOCHA [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/press-releases 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15752&LangID=E
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27 Mar 2015  
Syrian Arab Republic: UN Humanitarian Chief Valerie Amos to address the Third International 
Humanitarian Pledging Conference for Syria in Kuwait [EN/AR]  
 
27 Mar 2015  
Yemen: Statement of the Yemen Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. Johannes van Der Klaauw  
 
26 Mar 2015  
Syrian Arab Republic: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Valerie Amos: Security Council Briefing on Syria - New York, 26 March 2015  
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
26 Mar 2015  
occupied Palestinian territory: Occupation practices and continued conflict drive humanitarian 
needs in the occupied Palestinian territory, a UN OCHA Annual Overview concludes [EN/AR/HE]  
 
25 Mar 2015  
Central African Republic: La Communaute Humanitaire condamne l’assassinat d’un personnel 
medical en Republique Centrafricaine  
 
24 Mar 2015  
Vanuatu: Flash appeal launched for cyclone-affected Vanuatu  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78364.html 
Yemen: Work for children continues, UNICEF says 
NEW YORK, 28 March 2015 – “Although the deteriorating situation in Yemen is curtailing 
operations, UNICEF continues to work to provide vital assistance for children in the country 
through a small number of international staff and more than 100 national staff, working with 
local as well as international partners 
 
Cyclone Pam: new appeal for children amid critical funding shortfall - UNICEF 
NEW YORK/VANUATU, 24 March 2015 – UNICEF has only around fifteen per cent of the money 
it needs to get life-saving aid to thousands of children and their families, after Cyclone Pam 
wreaked havoc in Vanuatu and other Pacific islands.  The children’s organisation revealed the 
huge funding shortfall as it announced a new US$4.8 million humanitarian appeal, as part of a 
wider United Nations US$29.9 million ask for Vanuatu launched today.  
 
Easier access to the most reliable and up-to-date stats on children through UNICEF’s revamped 
data websites 
NEW YORK, 23 March 2015 – UNICEF has made all its data on health, nutrition, education, 
water and sanitation, child protection, and HIV/AIDS publicly available, in an easily searchable 
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format which includes redesigned country profiles and a new data visualisation tool for the 
creation of charts, maps and graphs. All of which make UNICEF the most reliable and up-to-
date source of statistics on women and children. 
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
 
UN Women  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unwomen.org/ 
UN Women Executive Director calls on stakeholders to “Step It Up” for gender equality to 
achieve “Planet 50:50 by 2030” in Ghana  
Date : March 26, 2015  
Accra, Ghana- UN Women Executive Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka paid an official visit to 
Ghana from 24-26 March, to engage with key stakeholders and participate in the international 
programme by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) on the theme “Ebola: What next?”. 
She met with key stakeholders in the capital, Accra, including a high-level meeting with the 
President of the Republic of Ghana, H.E. John Dramani Mahama, on 25 March.  
 
"Women’s input and leadership is essential for global challenges” – Deputy Executive Director  
Date : March 23, 2015  
The annual Women in Parliaments Global Forum, taking place from 23-25 March in Addis Ababa 
under the theme of New Leadership for Global Challenges focuses on the need for leaders to 
share insights to navigate the future. The 2015 Forum, co-hosted by the African Union, co-
financed by the European Commission will highlight the post-2015 development agenda, as well 
as celebrate the 20-year anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the 
blueprint for advancing women’s human rights. Participants include parliamentarians from every 
region, with working group sessions co-organized by UN Women, UNDP, World Bank and 
others. The Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Executive Director, Lakshmi Puri delivered 
the keynote address on the post-2015 development agenda.  
 
UN Women Executive Director on high-level mission to Sierra Leone in solidarity over the impact 
of Ebola  
Date : March 23, 2015  
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of UN Women Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngcuka visits Sierra Leone to meet with President H. E. Ernest Bai Koroma, the 
Government of Sierra Leone and other stakeholders to discuss the gender dimensions of the 
Ebola virus.  
  
 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://undesadspd.org/IndigenousPeoples.aspx 
Participation during March negotiations on post-2015 development agenda 
March 27, 2015  
From 25 to 27 March 2015, Permanent Forum member Joan Carling attended the 
intergovernmental negotiations on sustainable development goals and targets...  
 
 
WHO & Regionals  [to 28 March 2015] 
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:: Millions of Syrians endure deteriorating health crisis: WHO calls for increased funding 
   March 2015 – It is estimated that there are more than 1.3 million people in need of health 
assistance in Aleppo. Ahead of next week’s third International Humanitarian Pledging 
Conference for Syria in Kuwait, the WHO appeals for US$ 124 million to continue its support to 
health services in the Syrian Arab Republic.  
 
:: Cyclone Pam delivers a devastating blow to health services in Vanuatu  
25 March 2015 --WHO is responding to the health needs of those affected by Tropical Cyclone 
Pam – a storm which has been described as the strongest cyclone in the Pacific in more than a 
decade. To be able to respond to these crisis and provide emergency medical supplies and 
support to re-establishment of the health system WHO is requesting US$ 3 Million. 
- WHO donor alert for Cyclone Pam 
 
:: Global Alert and Response (GAR): Disease Outbreak News (DONs) 
- 26 March 2015   Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) – Saudi Arabia 
 
:: The Weekly Epidemiological Record (WER) 27 March 2015, vol. 90, 12 (pp. 109–120) 
includes: 
- Reducing mortality from emerging diseases 
- Meningococcal disease control in countries of the African meningitis belt, 2014 

 
 
:: WHO Regional Offices 
WHO African Region AFRO 
:: First Ebola Vaccine to Be Tested in Affected Communities One Year into Outbreak Ring 
Vaccination Starts in Coyah, Guinea  25 March 2015  
 
:: Central African Republic: health emergency at a crossroads  25 March 2015  
 
:: Message of the Regional Director on the occasion of World Tuberculosis Day 2015 
Infographic: Gear Up to end TB [jpg, 759kb] 
 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO/WHO urges better detection and treatment of tuberculosis to "End TB" in the Americas 
(03/23/2015) 
 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: One year of polio-free certification  27 March 2015 
 
:: World Water Day 2015: Water and Sustainable Development  22 March 2015 
 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Europe leading the way in plain packaging legislation for tobacco products 26-03-2015  
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:: New WHO report shows that transparency and cooperation help to reduce high prices for new 
medicines 26-03-2015  
 
:: Using price policies to promote healthier diets 23-03-2015 
 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Millions of Syrians endure deteriorating health crisis: WHO calls for increased funding 
   Aleppo, Syria, 27 March, 2015 – Ahead of next week’s third International Humanitarian 
Pledging Conference for Syria in Kuwait, WHO appeals for US$ 124 million to continue its 
support to health services in the Syrian Arab Republic… 
 
:: WHO and health partners respond to increased health needs as a result of conflict in Yemen 
26 March 2015  
 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Japan verified as achieving measles elimination  
   MANILA, 27 March 2015 – Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia and Japan have been verified as 
having achieved measles elimination by the Measles Regional Verification Commission. The 
three countries join Australia, Macao SAR (China), Mongolia and the Republic of Korea as 
countries and areas in the Western Pacific Region that have successfully eliminated measles 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
UNAIDS calls for integration of services to end the dual epidemics of tuberculosis and HIV 
24 March 2015 | PDF 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unfpa.org/public/ 
Bringing family planning and maternal health services to rural Tajikistan 
24 March 2015 
   GARM, Tajikistan – Life can be hard in the remote Rasht Valley of Tajikistan. Residents face 
high levels of unemployment and chronic power shortages. Many women have little access to 
information about their own... - See more at: 
http://www.unfpa.org/news#sthash.oTZ0l7g4.dpuf 
 
World records shattered for HIV testing  
23 March 2015 
   ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia/GABORONE, Botswana – Record-breaking numbers of people in 
eastern Africa have received HIV counselling and testing through two historic initiatives in 
Ethiopia, Botswana, South Africa and Tanzania...  
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
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27 Mar 2015  
UNDP welcomes new OECD report on fragility  
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) report, States of 
Fragility 2015: Meeting Post-2015 Ambitions, stresses the importance of recognizing the link 
between fragility and poverty. According to the report, 43 per cent of people living in the 50 
most fragile states live on less than US$1.25 per day, and this figure could rise to 62 per cent 
by 2030, if efforts are not taken to address shocks and vulnerabilities in fragile states. UNDP  
and New York University’s Center for International Cooperation co-hosted the report’s launch.  
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
26 Mar 2015  
Helen Clark: Speech at the opening of the Symposium on Designing Funds for Performance, 
Based on a Shared Theory of Change 
New York, United States of America 
 
25 Mar 2015  
Development partners renew funding for Guinea-Bissau  
International development partners pledged today over 1 billion Euros to support Guinea-
Bissau’s social and economic development. The funding will support the Government’s 
Development Strategy Plan, Terra Ranka (meaning a fresh start), which aims to ensure long-
term sustainable development, consolidate peace and stability, and increase economic growth. 
 
25 Mar 2015  
Japan pledges US$ 237.4 million to UNDP for fight against poverty 
The Government of Japan is providing US$ 237.4 million to support the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP)  
 
24 Mar 2015  
UNDP to lead early recovery efforts in Vanuatu in wake of Cyclone Pam 
The Vanuatu Government, along with the UN and other development partners, launched a Flash 
Appeal today for financial aid to help people and communities devastated by Cyclone Pam. 
 
24 Mar 2015  
Keeping TB patients under treatment is a priority in Iraq 
The sectarian violence that dramatically increased in much of Iraq in 2014 has displaced more 
than 2.5 million people. This, combined with the quarter of a million refugees fleeing to 
northern Iraq from the conflict in Syria, have put a great strain on a health system that had 
been making modest progress in its recovery from the prolonged crisis of the past decade.  
 
24 Mar 2015  
Africa women MPs discuss ways to boost numbers in political sphere  
African women Members of Parliament see political will, financing and enhancing education 
opportunities as some of the ways to increase the participation of women in the political sphere. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 28 March 2015] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
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UN General Assembly – Post-2015 intergovernmental negotiations (Sustainable development 
goals and targets) 
23 Mar 2015 - 27 Mar 2015  
New York 
:: Statements & Presentations (74) 
:: Proposed 6 themes for Interactive Dialogues during the Post-2015 United Nations Summit  
:: Targets in the proposed SDGs framework  
:: Technical report by the Bureau of the United Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC) on the 
process of the development of an indicator framework for the goals and targets of the post-
2015 development agenda (Working draft)  
:: Webcasts of meetings available: 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=13&nr=968&menu=1634 
 
Announcing the UN Water for Life Award Winners 2015 
   23 Mar 2015 - The Water for Life Awards 2015: Themed ‘Water and Sustainable 
Development’ will be presented at the formal opening of the Water for Life Voices Exhibition at 
United Nations Headquarters in New York City on March 30.  
   For the first time, the jury has awarded two projects as co-winners of category 2 - 'Best 
participatory, communication, awareness-raising and education practices'.  
   The winning projects and programmes are 
:: For Category 1 'Best water management practices' Cultivando Água Boa / Cultivando Agua 
Buena, Brazil  
:: For Category 2 'Best participatory, communication, awareness-raising and education 
practices' Social arts for community mobilization and safe water access – Project India and 
South African DWS / WESSA Eco-Schools Water Project, South Africa… 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
Selected Press Releases  
Norway Submits its Climate Action Plan ahead of Paris 2015 Agreement  
   Ahead of the Paris Conference on Climate Change  
27/03/2015  
 
Countries Get Serious About Wildlife Crime, Pledge Tougher Penalties for Traffickers and 
Kingpins  
   At the International Conference on Illegal Wildlife Trade… 
27/03/2015  
 
Elephant poaching rates virtually unchanged in 2014  
   CITES MIKE programme says that elephant populations continue to decline owing to steady 
poaching trends. Positive progress in East Africa, but situation deteriorating in Central and West 
Africa. First compliance measures adopted.  
24/03/2015  
 
 
DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html 
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Wanted: 600 million jobs 
26 March 2015, New York  
   Most people joining the global workforce today will only have a few years of school with 
limited skills to make a living. Most will toil from dawn to dusk in harsh conditions, usually in 
agriculture or demanding physical labour, earning less than $1.25 per day. Some of the lucky 
ones with university degrees will take a job that undervalues them. This is a reality that 
ECOSOC and the ILO wish to change… 
 
Financing for development: Regional dimension critical on way to Addis Ababa and beyond 
25 March 2015, Geneva  
   2015 is a landmark year, providing a historical opportunity to chart a new era of sustainable 
development. Mobilizing the required financing will be key to ensure that change actually 
happens. Financing needs are huge. Investment requirements in infrastructure only are 
estimated at $5-7 trillion annually… 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
26/03/2015 –  
UNODC Chief says public and private sectors must band together to end corruption’s pernicious 
threat 
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 

 
25/03/2015 –  
UNODC launches new global initiative to boost criminal justice responses to foreign terrorist 
fighters 
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/press-releases/ 
2015/02/26 - UN-Habitat launches call for Urban Youth Fund applications 
    Nairobi 26 February 2015- UN-Habitat on Thursday launched call for applications for the 
Urban Youth Fund.  
   In its seventh year, the Fund provides grants to projects led by young people aged 15-32 
years who are piloting innovative approaches to employment, good urban governance, shelter, 
secure tenure and risk rehabilitation.  
   The Fund aims to assist youth-led organizations in designing and implementing projects that 
will contribute to sustainable urbanization in the developing world. Furthermore, the Fund seeks 
to gain insight from successful grassroots youth projects and create greater awareness of the 
need for youth mainstreaming in development policies and strategies… 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2015/en/ 
27-03-2015 
Saving our soils 
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   Soil is a finite resource, meaning its loss and degradation is not recoverable within a human 
lifespan. As a core component of land resources, agricultural development and ecological 
sustainability, soil is the basis for food, feed, fuel and fibre production and for many critical 
ecosystem services. 
24-03-2015 
 
Crisis–stricken farmers need urgent help to plant in the Central African Republic 
   Farmers in the Central African Republic are in urgent need of seeds and tools for the 
upcoming planting season in April to prevent further deterioration of the livelihoods of 
vulnerable populations in the conflict-stricken country, the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) said today. 
23-03-2015 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/index.htm 
25 March: New project to create vital employment opportunities for youth and women in Jordan 
English | Arabic 
 
24 March: IFAD-support better connects Indonesia's small farmers to markets 
English 
 
23 March: United Nations agency head visits Ireland to discuss 'the cost of inaction' 
English  
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm 
ILO Blog 
Farm workers walk a fine line between exploitation and forced Labour   
26 March 2015  
  The Head of ILO's Special Action Programme to Combat Forced Labour, Beate Andrees, writes 
about the new documentary "Food Chains", produced by actress Eva Longoria about the 
conditions of farmer workers in the United States. 
 
  
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/pressrelease.aspx 
ICAO Meeting Highlights Importance Of Cooperative Air Transport And Tourism Approaches In 
Africa-Indian Ocean Region 
27/3/15 
 
GERMANWINGS FLIGHT 9525 
26/3/15 
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
ICAO Recognizes Global Aviation Training Achievements at Special Dublin Ceremony 
25/3/15 
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Cameroon grateful for ICAO aviation security capacity-building assistance as Boko Haram 
threats continue to evolve 
24/3/15 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.imo.org/MediaCentre/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 28 March 2015] 
https://www.wmo.int/media/?q=news 
Global Climate in 2014 marked by extreme heat and flooding 
23 March 2015  
Report Released for World Meteorological Day: Climate Knowledge for Climate Action  
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
World Meteorological Day 23 March 2015: Climate Knowledge for Climate Action 
20 March 2015  
   Climate Knowledge for Climate Action is the theme of World Meteorological Day on 23 March, 
highlighting both recent advances in climate science and the need for decisive measures to limit 
climate change. 
   Ceremonies and events around the world will showcase the contribution of National 
Meteorological Services to safety, well-being and sustainable development. 
   Over the last twelve months, thousands of lives have been saved around the world by 
improved weather forecasting, early-warning systems and disaster readiness.  The economic 
benefits of climate services such as seasonal outlooks have been worth hundreds of millions of 
dollars.  
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unido.org/en/news-centre/news.html 
Boosting the trade capacity of Least Developed Countries 
Tuesday, 24 March 2015 
   MAPUTO, 24 March 2015 – Twenty four participants from Burundi, Chad, Ethiopia, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Senegal, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo and Uganda are attending a training 
course that aims to build the regional trade capacity… 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
24 March 2015  
UNWTO saddened by tragic crash of Germanwings airline 
   UNWTO is deeply saddened by the crash of Germanwings Flight 4U 9525. On behalf of the 
international tourism community, UNWTO expresses its sympathies and condolences to the 
families and friends of the victims onboard. 
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ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
ITU deploys emergency communication equipment in Vanuatu 
Bid to coordinate relief efforts in aftermath of Tropical Cyclone Pam 
   Geneva, 26 March 2015 – ITU deployed emergency telecommunication equipment to Vanuatu 
following the devastation caused by Cyclone Pam, a category 5 tropical storm which hit the 
archipelago on Friday, 13 March.  
   ITU dispatched 40 satellite phones, 10 Broadband Global Area Network terminals and 35 solar 
panels to the Island nation to support relief coordination efforts. 
   “The frequency and intensity of disasters is increasing worldwide with a disproportionate 
impact on developing countries,” said ITU Secretary General Houlin Zhao. “We are working with 
our partners to increase the capacity of Member States to integrate ICTs in their disaster risk 
reduction policies. ITU is also encouraging governments, especially those in developing 
countries, to invest in telecommunication infrastructure that is resilient to disasters.”… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/for-the-press/press-releases/ 
28.03.15 
#Unite4Heritage campaign launched by UNESCO Director-General in Baghdad 
   UNESCO Director-General, Irina Bokova, launched #Unite4Heritage at Baghdad University – a 
social media campaign to counter the propaganda of cultural cleansing and the destruction of 
cultural heritage, to support Iraqi youth and to mobilise young people across the world for its 
protection. The launch took place in front of students, government ministers and university 
officials. 
 
27.03.15 
Director-General calls for the protection of Yemen’s cultural heritage 
As conflict escalates in Yemen, the Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, today urged all 
parties to protect the country’s cultural heritage. 
  "The cultural heritage of a nation is essential for its citizens to preserve their identity, to 
benefit from their diversity and their history and to build themselves a peaceful future,” the 
Director-General said. “The heritage of Yemen is unique, reflecting centuries of Islamic thought, 
rich exchange and dialogue. I call on the people of Yemen, as well as on countries in the region 
engaging in military operations in Yemen, to do all they can to protect Yemen’s invaluable 
cultural heritage”.  
   "Experience shows that cultural heritage is never more vulnerable than during times of 
conflict. It is crucial that all parties refrain from targeting, by shelling or by air strikes, or using 
for military purposes cultural heritage sites and buildings." Irina Bokova cautioned.  
   In this connection, Irina Bokova recalled the obligations under international humanitarian law 
to protect cultural heritage, in particular the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of 
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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CBD Convention on Biological Diversity [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
New Development Partnership with Afghanistan  
March 24, 2015 
   The White House announced that the U.S. Government will make up to $800 million available 
to support a New Development Partnership with Afghanistan. The initiative will help Afghanistan 
achieve self-reliance and reinforce our commitment to results and accountability by linking 
funds to specific reforms in combating corruption, promoting rule of law, strengthening 
women’s rights, and enhancing private sector growth. 
 
 
DFID  [to 28 March 2015] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/latest?departments%5B%5D=department-for-international-
development 
DFID Review of Digital in Development Programmes 
Published 27 March 2015  Corporate report  DFID  
 
Launch of the Humanitarian Leadership Academy 
Published 25 March 2015  Speech  DFID  
 
UK leads global crackdown on illegal wildlife trade 
Published 25 March 2015   Press release  Defra and DFID  
 
Declaration: London Conference on the Illegal Wildlife Trade 
Updated 24 March 2015   Policy paper  Defra, DFID, FCO and Home Office  
 
UK Commitment to Action on Illegal Wildlife Trade (IWT) 
Updated 24 March 2015   Policy paper  Defra, DFID, FCO and Home Office  
 
Greening: Drug resistant TB threatens to reverse decades of progress 
Published 24 March 2015   Press release  DFID  
 
 
ECHO  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
EU Commissioner Stylianides addresses high-level aid conference in Dubai 
24/03/2015 
This year's annual edition of the Dubai International Humanitarian Aid and Development 
Conference (DIHAD) is taking place within the context of growing complexities for the 
humanitarian community…  
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Ebola epidemic: One year of fighting the virus 
23/03/2015 
Today marks one year since the World Health Organisation reported the outbreak of Ebola in 
Guinea. The epidemic has left deep scars on the lives of people not only in Guinea, but also in 
Sierra Leone and Liberia… 
 
World Water Day 2015: Access to water is a priority in humanitarian action  
22/03/2015 
Today, more than 750 million people or around 10% of the world's population face chronic lack 
of clean water, according to the UN. It is a growing challenge. By 2050, three quarters of 
humanity could be in this situation…  
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
Mar.28.2015   General Elections in the Federal Republic of Nigeria  
 
Mar.26.2015   PTA bank has pledged support for the fight against Ebola By providing a capacity 
building grant of USD 50 000 to AAEST  
 
Mar.26.2015   AUEOM deploys 70 observers across Nigeria  
 
Mar.23.2015 - Mar.25.2015   Roundtable on Intra-Regional Migration and Labour Mobility within 
Africa, Serena Hotel, Kigali, Rwanda  
 
Mar.23.2015 - Mar.25.2015   Women in Parliaments Global Forum (WIP) Summit 2015, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia  
 
Mar.24.2015   AUC and UNDP discuss measures to sensitize women Members of Parliament 
(MPs) on issues of parliamentary development, elections and transformative leadership  
 
Mar.24.2015   World TB Day Message by His Excellency Dr Mustapha Sidiki Kaloko the 
Commissioner for Social Affairs, African Union Commission  
 
Mar.23.2015   Opening Remarks by H.E. Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma Chairperson of the 
African Union Commission on the Occasion of the Women in Parliaments (WIP) Annual Summit 
2015, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
 
 
The African Development Bank Group  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
Ebola doctors come home: AfDB joins ECOWAS and Government of Côte d’Ivoire in welcome 
ceremony 
   27/03/2015 - One year ago, on March 23, 2014, an epidemic of Ebola virus disease (EVD) 
was declared in West Africa. Beginning in Guinea, EVD quickly spread to Liberia and Sierra 
Leone, taking the lives of over 10,000 people. 
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Deauville Partnership Countries Boosting jobs and growth by focusing on micro, small and 
medium enterprises 
   27/03/2015 - Unemployment was one of the main sources of popular discontent that led to 
the revolutions of 2010-2011 in Tunisia and Egypt. It played a role in the changes or rather, 
major upheavals, that subsequently took place in Jordan, Morocco, Libya and the Yemen as 
well. 
 
SEFA to support Solar Power Plant in Chad 
   27/03/2015 - The Sustainable Energy Fund for Africa (SEFA) has just approved a USD 
780,000 preparation grant for the development of a first phase 40 MW of Starsol* Solar PV 
Plant near N’Djamena in Chad as the first Independent Power Producer (IPP) scheme to be 
connected to the national grid. Specifically, the SEFA grant will finance the costs related to 
technical assistance for the completion of the plant design and grid study, as well as advisors 
for legal and financial structuring of a bankable IPP. 
 
Morocco’s growth diagnostic: Addressing constraints to leverage economic potential 
   23/03/2015 - Working in close collaboration, the Kingdom of Morocco, African Development 
Bank (AfDB) and the United States Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), have conducted an 
exhaustive study on constraints and strengths impeding the country’s determination to promote 
a strong, sustained and shared growth. The study, entitled Morocco’s Economic Growth 
Analysis: Identifying Constraints to Broad-Based Growth* is derived from in-depth data-driven 
analysis supported by consultations with all government ministries, private sector, academia 
and civil society in Morocco. 
 
 
ASEAN   [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
ASEAN Senior Information Officials Launch Virtual Learning Resource Centre Website  
   NGWE SAUNG BEACH, 26 March 2015 - The ASEAN Virtual Learning Resource Centre (AVLRC) 
website was soft launched at the 13th Senior Officials Meeting Responsible for Information 
(SOMRI) in Ngwe Saung Beach, Myanmar. His Excellency U Ye Htut, Union Minister for 
Information of Myanmar officiated the soft launch. 
   Capitalising on new media platforms, the AVLRC is primarily envisioned to become a 
reference for those studying ASEAN countries or the ASEAN Community. It aims to provide 
convenient, reliable, and timely information and knowledge about the ASEAN region such as its 
culture, history, natural and cultural heritage, educational opportunities, news, statistics and 
travel, among other information. 
   "The AVLRC will ensure that students who want to know more about the regional community 
have a ready and accessible source of information consolidated in one online portal,'' stressed U 
Tint Swe, Director General of Myanma Radio and Television, Ministry of Information, Myanmar, 
and Chair of the 13th SOMRI… The AVLRC can be accessed through http://learning.asean.org/ . 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
UNCTAD designs business-to-consumer electronic-commerce index 
E-commerce finally taking off in developing countries 
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UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2015/003 
Geneva, Switzerland, (24 March 2015)  
   Small European countries top the ranking of 130 economies according to their readiness for 
business-to-consumer (B2C) e-commerce, a new UNCTAD study shows. According to a new 
UNCTAD B2C E-commerce Index included in the study, the highest e-commerce readiness is 
found in Luxembourg, Norway and Finland.  
   Among developing and emerging economies, the front-runners are all in East Asia, namely 
the Republic of Korea, Hong Kong (China) and Singapore (see table). Meanwhile, in terms of 
actual levels of online shopping, countries with large populations – such as Brazil, China and the 
Russian Federation – are performing better than predicted, suggesting that large markets 
facilitate e-commerce. 
   The Information Economy Report 20151,  subtitled “Unlocking the Potential of E-commerce 
for Developing Countries”, was released on 24 March. Its B2C E-commerce Index draws on data 
on Internet use, secure servers, credit card penetration and postal delivery. Assessing e 
commerce readiness can serve as a first step towards formulating a national e-commerce 
strategy. 
:: Full report: http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ier2015_en.pdf  
:: Overview: http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ier2015overview_en.pdf 
 
Global mapping of cyberlaws reveals significant gaps despite progress 
UNCTAD/PRESS/PR/2015/004 
Geneva, Switzerland, (24 March 2015) 
    As growing concerns over cybercrime affect the willingness of both buyers and sellers to 
make transactions online, new UNCTAD research shows that the enactment of laws that 
facilitate security and trust in online transactions varies considerably across the world, with 
significant gaps in many developing countries. 
   The findings are included in UNCTAD’s Information Economy Report 2015: Unlocking the 
Potential of E-commerce for Developing Countries1,  which was released on 24 March…. 
   …The UNCTAD report underlines that compatibility and interoperability between different 
legal systems are essential to facilitate cross-border e-commerce. Even in developed regions 
with a certain degree of legal harmonization, different requirements set in national laws may 
hamper such transactions, and the need to align laws with international legal instruments 
remains.  
   Several Governments need to allocate sufficient resources to develop cyberlaws, while the 
next challenge they face is to enforce such laws, both domestically and in regard to cross-
border transactions. 
   In addition, the UNCTAD report says, security and trust are fundamental aspects for creating 
an environment conducive to electronic commerce. An increased incidence of online fraud and 
of data breaches are growing concerns, requiring adequate legal responses at the national and 
international levels. The UNCTAD report presents a new global map of cyberlegislation in four 
areas: cybercrime, e-transactions, consumer protection, and privacy and data protection. It 
shows that the adoption of such laws is generally high in developed countries, but highly 
inadequate in many other parts of the world. 
   The share of countries that have adopted a law is typically highest for e-transactions and 
lowest for the protection of online consumers (see table). But patterns vary by region. For 
example, in Central America, seven out of eight countries have consumer protection legislation 
in place, but more than half of the countries lack laws related to data protection and 
cybercrime. The subregion with the weakest coverage of e-commerce legislation is Central 
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Africa, where only two out of nine countries have laws on e-transactions, online consumer 
protection and data protection, and only one country has adopted cybercrime legislation… 
:: UNCTAD's global mapping of cyberlaws available online: unctad.org/cyberlawtracker. 
:: Full report: http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ier2015_en.pdf 
 
 
World Trade Organisation [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally  limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
26 March 2015 
Azevêdo says lack of trade finance can be a significant trade barrier for developing countries 
Director-General Roberto Azevêdo, in opening the seminar on “Trade Finance in Developing 
Countries” at the WTO on 26 March 2015, pointed to a recent WTO Secretariat paper that 
showed trade financing gaps are “the highest in the poorest countries, notably in Africa and 
Asia”. He said that “lack of development in the financial sector can be a significant barrier to 
trade”, and told participants “let’s redouble efforts to work together and resolve this problem” 
 
26 March 2015 
Azevêdo urges continued support for fund helping developing countries implement international 
standards 
Director-General Roberto Azevêdo, at a reception for participants in the Standards and 
Development Facility (STDF) meeting at the WTO on 26 March, said that the one of the most 
frequent issues raised by business people in developing countries are the difficulties they face in 
meeting required standards. He welcomed the recent extension of the STDF programme for the 
next five years, stressing that the “partnership has accomplished a great deal”. 
 
 
OECD  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
States of Fragility 2015: Meeting Post-2015 Ambitions 
OECD   Published on March 26, 2015 :: 124 pages 
Report pdf:  
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/4315011e.pdf?itemId=/content/book/9789264227699-
en&mimeType=application/pdf  :: Report highlights 16 pages 
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
 
Group of 77 
http://www.g77.org/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Thembela Ngculu (Mr), Counsellor of the 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations, on the occasion of the 
third session of the third session of the Intergovernmental Process on the Post-2015 
Developement Agenda (New York, 25 March 2015) 
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Statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by Ambassador Kingsley Mamabolo, 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations, on agenda 
item 132: Programme budget implications of Draft Resolution A/C/69/L.55 on the 
establishment of the United Nations Nelson Mandela Prize at the first part of the 
resumed sixty-ninth session of the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly (New York, 24 
March 2015) 
 
 
IMF  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week]  
March 26, 2015  
Press Release: IMF Executive Board Approves US$29.8 Million in Debt Relief Under the 
Catastrophe Containment and Relief Trust for Guinea   
 
 
World Bank [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
 [We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number 
of country-level announcements are added each week] 
New Poverty Mapping Report Helps Government Reach the Poorest  
   LUSAKA, March 27, 2015 – A new joint report by the World Bank and the Central Statistical 
Office (CSO) recommends that using poverty statistics at ward and constituency levels could be 
more effective in determining allocation of resources to reduce poverty in the country, 
compared to using other national level statistics. The report, titled Mapping Subnational Poverty 
in Zambia, shows poverty rates at district, constituency, and ward levels using data from the 
2010 Population and Housing Census and the Living Conditions Monitoring Survey also of 2010. 
The report finds that national level averages of poverty mask important concentrations of 
poverty in some areas, and also a great heterogeneity of poverty incidence at subnational levels 
in many parts of the country… 
Date: March 26, 2015  
 
Surgery Could Save Millions of Lives in Developing Countries  
   Essential Surgery identifies 44 procedures as essential to provide in developing countries, 
including those that treat injuries, obstetric complications, abdominal emergencies, cataracts, 
and congenital anomalies, among others. It estimates that universal access to this set of 
procedures would prevent 6% to 7% of all preventable deaths in low- and middle-income 
countries. Such procedures rank among the most cost-effective of all health interventions and 
are feasible to promote globally. Many could be delivered at the first-level hospitals, says the 
book. The book adds that the cost-effectiveness of essential surgical services along with strong 
public demand for them suggest that “universal coverage of essential surgery should be 
implemented early on the path or universal health coverage.”…  
Date: March 26, 2015  
[see more extensive treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
World Bank Significantly Expands Disaster Risk Management Product Offerings for Clients 
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March 24, 2015 
Broader set of potential losses covered 
   WASHINGTON, March 24, 2015—The World Bank today announced the expansion of the 
menu of eligible instruments to transact with clients to manage disaster risk. The enhanced 
flexibility also broadens the definition of disaster risks from those related to meteorological and 
geological events, to now include pandemics, epidemics and other events affecting health 
issues such as morbidity, mortality and longevity. 
   Previously, the Bank could only offer member countries coverage in the form of derivatives. 
Now, the range of instruments has been expanded to include insurance and re-insurance 
contracts and other similar mechanisms. The World Bank has played an important role in 
developing the market for disaster risk transfer with 18 transactions worth $1.4 billion in 
coverage to date. 
   “This additional flexibility will allow the Bank to better respond to client needs by continuing 
to enhance what we can offer in our role as intermediary with the markets,” said World Bank 
Vice President and Treasurer, Madelyn Antoncic. Our participation in what ultimately becomes a 
risk transfer transaction provides an important demonstration effect to crowd in the private 
sector as risk takers.” 
   Engaging with the World Bank has a number of advantages. Clients benefit by leveraging 
private sector risk capital to manage the financial impact of natural disasters and other 
catastrophic events and by making use of the World Bank’s technical expertise, convening 
power and standing in the financial markets. World Bank intermediation also provides protection 
to the client against the credit risk of a private sector counterparty.  Eligible clients include 
client countries, their sub-national entities and regional and international organizations. 
   The World Bank is a global leader in disaster risk management providing customized support 
to client countries to assess exposure to vulnerabilities and address disaster risks. It also 
provides technical and financial support for risk assessments, risk reduction, preparedness, 
financial protection, and resilient recovery and reconstruction. 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: NGO/Collaborations/Initiatives Watch 
We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action. 
This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
announcement, programs or appeals. 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Amref Health Africa calls for greater synergy and investment to reach, treat and cure every TB 
case 
Published: 24 March 2015  
   World TB Day 2015 Tuberculosis remains one of the world’s deadliest communicable diseases. 
In 2013, an estimated nine million people developed tuberculosis (TB) and 1.5 million died from 
the disease… 
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Aravind Eye Care System  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.aravind.org/currentnews1/CurrentNews.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.brac.net/content/stay-informed-news#.VPstwC5nBhV 
Website unreachable. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases.aspx 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://drc.dk/news/archive/ 
No new digest content identified.  

 
 
Casa Alianza  [to 28 March 2015] 
Covenant House [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news 
https://www.covenanthouse.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 28 March 2015]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 28 March 2015]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 28 March 2015]  
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http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
International Rescue Committee  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Humanitarian crisis on the border: The plight of unaccompanied children  
Posted by The IRC on March 27, 2015  
   Some 60,000 unaccompanied children fleeing violence in Central America crossed the U.S. 
border last summer. The IRC joined the effort to ensure that they were treated humanely and 
their rights protected… 
 
 
ICRC - International Committee of the Red Cross [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/index.jsp 
Yemen: ICRC concerned at civilian casualties amid escalating violence 
News release 
26 March 2015  
   The ICRC in Yemen, worried by the recent escalation of violence in the country, expressed 
concern on Thursday at reports of civilian casualties following air strikes in the capital Sana'a 
and other parts of the country. Ordinary Yemenis – already hit hard by years of conflict – are 
now enduring the effects of this escalation. 
   "All parties involved in the current round of violence are bound by the rules governing the 
conduct of hostilities," said Cedric Schweizer, who heads the ICRC delegation in Yemen. 
 
Arms Trade Treaty: Newest addition to international humanitarian law discussed at Malaysia 
regional conference 
News release 
25 March 2015  
   Kuala Lumpur / Geneva (ICRC) – The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) – the newest addition to 
international humanitarian law (IHL) – is the focus of a regional conference being held in Kuala 
Lumpur this week. 
   70 experts from over 20 countries and National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies from 
across the Asia-Pacific region have gathered for the Regional Conference on the Arms Trade 
Treaty and Strengthening International Humanitarian Law, organized by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 
 
Niger: Humanitarian law manual for armed forces 
News release 
25 March 2015  
   Niamey (ICRC) – An instruction manual on international humanitarian law was officially 
presented today to Niger's Ministry of National Defence. It was drafted by the country's defence 
and security forces with support from the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
 
Jordan: Medical associations discuss health care in detention 
News release 
22 March 2015  
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   The second regional conference on health care in detention organized by the ICRC started 
today in Amman, attended by representatives of medical associations from nine Middle Eastern 
and North African countries. 
 
 
IRCT  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
Statements & declarations  
Turkey cracks down on civil society organisations, fines Human Rights Foundation of Turkey 
27 March 2015 
   The Human Rights Foundation of Turkey, Europe’s largest IRCT member, was fined by the 
country’s Social Security Institution (SSI) due to an alleged administrative irregularity. Despite 
demonstrating no irregularities through official records and other strong evidence, the centre 
was fined… 
 
News  
IRCT urges African Commission to consider experts’ statement in support of Egyptian victims of 
virginity testing 
27 March 2015 
   The International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRCT) urges the African 
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights to consider experts’ statement in support of 
Egyptian victims of virginity testing. 
   The submission of the Independent Forensic Expert Group (IFEG) statement on Virginity 
Testing supports Samira Ibrahim Mahmoud and Rasha Ali Abdel-Rahman who were subjected to 
a forced genital examination while being detained at a military prison in 2011. Another 15 
female detainees were forced to undergo the same examinations, aimed at protecting soldiers 
from allegations of rape. 
   The expert statement on Virginity Testing discusses the physical and psychological effects 
and medical perspectives on forcibly conducting virginity testing upon women. The experts 
conclude that virginity tests are “medically unreliable and inherently discriminatory, and, in 
almost all instances, when conducted forcibly, result in significant physical and mental pain and 
suffering.”… 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 28 March 2015]  
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/press/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases/Field News 
Field news 
MSF Treating Scores of Wounded in Yemen As Fighting Spreads 
March 26, 2015 
   Scores of people have been wounded in fighting in Yemen over recent days, with many 
treated at the Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors Without Borders (MSF) hospital in the southern 
city of Aden. 
   Clashes in Aden have increased after Houthi fighters entered the city this morning. Looting is 
ongoing amidst the clashes and general chaos. The MSF hospital in the city has so far received 
80 injured people today. More are coming. 
 
Field news 
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Ready, Set, Slow Down: Promising New DR-TB Drugs Grab Headlines but Don't Reach Patients 
March 23, 2015 
   For two years, companies and researchers have received awards, accolades, and reams of 
media coverage for introducing two new drugs to tackle TB. Meanwhile, patients are largely 
stuck facing the same dismal outcomes they have for decades.  
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Mercy Corps Launches Humanitarian Response on Front Lines of Ukraine Conflict 
Global Organization Responds to Ongoing Crisis Affecting Innocent Civilians  
   Kyiv, Ukraine, March 25, 2015 – The global humanitarian agency Mercy Corps is launching an 
emergency response on the front lines of the conflict in eastern Ukraine to help people in 
urgent need.  
   More than 1.8 million people – at least 60 percent of them elderly – have fled their homes 
since fighting erupted last April. Mercy Corps will initially work in the embattled region of 
Luhansk Oblast, delivering emergency assistance to an estimated 22-30,000 civilians. 
   “Thousands of innocent people caught in the crossfire have run out of resources – and 
options,” says Stu Willcuts, Mercy Corps’ country director in Ukraine. “Our goal is to ensure 
people have access to the basic necessities: food, clean water, shelter and essential household 
supplies.” 
    Throughout the harsh winter, people living in conflict-affected areas and those who have fled 
from the fighting have endured frigid temperatures reaching -22F (-30C), many without access 
to functioning heat or electricity. Primary public services have been shut down or interrupted by 
shelling and rocket attacks. Household items such as blankets, cold-weather clothing and wood 
and coal for heat are urgently needed. 
   “As we’ve worked to set up our operations, people are telling us, ‘If I am going to die, it will 
be at home,’” says Willcuts. “We hope all parties will hold to the peace agreement, thus 
allowing the global humanitarian community to enter the country, assess the humanitarian 
services needed in previously inaccessible areas and bring lifesaving help to battle-weary 
civilians.” 
   Funded by a $2.5 million grant from the USAID Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance, 
Mercy Corps will first deliver non-food items, shelter repair items and vouchers to enable people 
to buy what they need, and some psychosocial support for children.  
   In addition, Mercy Corps will work with its partner HelpAge International to meet the unique 
needs of the elderly population… 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/news_events/media-room/ 
Upcoming Mission Schedule [Home page] 
Mar 21 - 29 | Lubumbashi, DRC 
Mar 23 - 27 | Hanoi, Vietnam 
Mar 27 - Apr 4 | Dakhla, Morocco 
Apr 5 - 11 | Taganrog, Russia 
Apr 6 - 10 | Hanoi, Vietnam 
Apr 8 - 18 | Cape Coast, Ghana 
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OXFAM [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Mar 26, 2015  
NIH Upgrades Status of PIH Clinician Infected with Ebola 
The National Institutes for Health changed the clinical status of the PIH clinician infected with 
Ebola virus disease from critical to serious condition today.  
 
Mar 26, 2015  
Haiti: Mosaics to Bring Inspiration, Hope to Rehab Patients 
Mosaic artist Laurel True, members of the Mirebalais Mosaic Collective, and University Hospital 
staff and patients collaborated to design, create, and install mosaics throughout the new Center 
of Excellence in Rehab and Education in Mirebalais, Haiti.The project was made possible 
through a successful Kickstarter campaign.  
 
 
PATH  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6150563/k.D0E9/Newsroom.htm 
Save the Children Says West Virginia Governor’s Education Cuts Short-Sighted 
March 25, 2015 
 
Save the Children Applauds the Bipartisan Global Food Security Act to Advance the Fight for 
Child Survival 
March 25, 2015 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
26 March 2015  
Bringing the voices of children to the United Nations 
A 14-year-old boy who currently lives with an SOS family in Chile spoke in front of global 
leaders at an event in the United Nations on Wednesday, 25 March. 
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   Rodrigo, who has been supported by SOS Children's Villages Chile since he was 8 and is in 
the process of re-integrating with his biological family, advocated for young people’s rights to 
be listened to in the development of a new agenda to replace the Millennium Development 
Goals. UN member states will agree in September on the sustainable development goals, which 
will guide global efforts until 2030. 
   He was in New York City as youth representative for the Global Movement for Children in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, of which SOS Children’s Villages is member. “My role was to 
represent all the children of Latin America”, he explained… 
 
 
Tostan  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 28 March 2015]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
Women for Women International (WfWI) issued the following statement regarding the killing of 
Farkhunda at the Shah do Shamshira shrine in Kabul. 
Wednesday, March 25, 2015 (Kabul, Afghanistan) –  
   “As we mourn the brutal killing of Farkhunda, we stand in solidarity with fellow Afghans and 
echo calls for President Ghani to ensure that Farkhunda’s murder is fully investigated and that 
the perpetrators are held accountable. She was an educated woman and a respected religious 
scholar who used her voice in the public square. The violent and heinous attack that has 
sparked outrage does not represent the future of Afghanistan, but a turning point. 
   “On Sunday, our Social Empowerment Manager Frozan Marofi was one of the 35 women who 
defied local traditions and carried Farkhunda in the funeral procession. Frozan’s courage, faith 
and desire for justice guided her actions because in her words, ‘Farkhunda is every Afghan 
mother, daughter and sister.’ On Tuesday morning our staff joined thousands of Afghans in 
Kabul to rally and march for justice and security. And today in Washington, our local colleagues 
will join the rally in front of Congress to carry that message forward. The courage of the Afghan 
women who refused to allow men to carry Farkhunda’s body to the burial site continues to 
galvanize the call around the world for justice and security for all Afghans. 
   “Online and in the streets, we see an awakening in civil society that is rejecting violent 
extremism and manipulation of faith. The response to Farkhunda's murder and calls for justice 
are an important reminder that the forces that claimed Farkhunda’s life are not the future of 
Afghanistan. Afghans value building a society that engenders equality, provides security and 
protects all of its citizens.”… 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/press 

http://www.tostan.org/latest-news
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases
http://www.womenforwomen.org/wfwi-statement-regarding-protests-and-growing-call-justiceforfarkhunda
http://www.womenforwomen.org/wfwi-statement-regarding-protests-and-growing-call-justiceforfarkhunda
http://childfundalliance.org/
http://www.dec.org.uk/press


[Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.elrha.org/news/elrha 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
END Fund  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.end.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GAVI [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/newsreleases/ 
25 March 2015 
Reuters Corrects Inaccurate Article on Global Fund Grants to Malawi  
 
Doing the Right Thing: Human Rights for Those Affected by TB  
 
 
Hilton Prize Laureates Collaborative  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://hiltonprizelaureatescollaborative.net/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ODI   [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
Research Reports and Studies 
Improving the odds for progress in Nigeria  
Research reports and studies, March 2015 
Victoria Chambers and Clare Cummings, with David Booth 
   This policy brief examines the experience of two public sector reform programmes which have 
made tangible advances in Nigeria - despite challenging political and socio-economic conditions 
– by utilising innovative working methods.  
 
Social enterprise landscape in Ghana  
Research reports and studies, March 2015 
Emily Darko 

http://www.elrha.org/news/elrha
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/newsreleases/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/newsreleases/2015-03-25_Reuters_Corrects_Inaccurate_Article_on_Global_Fund_Grants_to_Malawi/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/announcements/2015-03-25_Doing_the_Right_Thing_Human_Rights_for_Those_Affected_by_TB/
http://hiltonprizelaureatescollaborative.net/
http://www.odi.org/media
http://www.odi.org/publications/9431-improving-odds-progress-nigeria
http://www.odi.org/experts/1331-clare-cummings
http://www.odi.org/experts/93-david-booth
http://www.britishcouncil.org.gh/sites/britishcouncil.gh/files/social_enterprise_landscape_in_ghana_report.pdf
http://www.odi.org/experts/608-emily-darko


   This paper seeks to outline the social enterprise landscape in Ghana. It reviews the enabling 
environment and the scope of capacity-building activities supporting social enterprise to provide 
an overview of the profile of existing social enterprises and social innovation activity.  
 
Transforming the lives of girls and young women – Year two country briefings  
Research reports and studies, March 2015 
Nicola Jones, Bekele Terefra, Janey Stephenson, Taveeshi Gupta, Paola Pereznieto, Anita 
Ghimire, Fiona Samuels, Carol Watson, Grace Bantebya Kyomuhendo, Florence Muhanguzi 
Kyoheirwe, Elizabteth Presler-Marshall, Tran Thi Van Anh 
   This set of four country briefings draws on evidence from the year 2 qualitative and 
participatory field research of the "Transforming the lives of girls and young women" project. 
They examine how social norms interact and impact on adolescent girls and their ability to 
achieve their full capabilities.  
 
Understanding changing social norms and practices around girls' education and marriage  
Research reports and studies, March 2015 
Carol Watson 
   The report details the lessons learned from the second year of fieldwork research conducted 
for the DFID funded project "Transforming the lives of girls and young women". 
 
What causes animosity between groups? Evidence from Israeli settlements in the Palestinian 
territory  
Research reports and studies, March 2015 
Massimiliano Calì and Sami H. Miaari 
   This paper focuses on the impact of a specific policy, which accentuates the inequality in 
access to resources across groups in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
 
Does the wage bill affect conflict? Evidence from Palestine  
Research reports and studies, March 2015 
Massimiliano Calì, Sami Miaari and Belal Fallah  
   This paper revisits the relationship between local economic conditions and political violence in 
the context of the Israeli Palestinian (I-P) conflict. 
 
Trade, employment and conflict: Evidence from the Second Intifada  
Research reports and studies, March 2015 
Massimiliano Calì and Sami H. Miaari 
   This paper moves beyond the commodity prices analysis and considers how exogenous 
changes in the entire exports and imports baskets affect conflict.  
 
Resilience scan 2014: A review of key 2014 literature, debates, social media, blogs and events 
on resilience  
Research reports and studies, March 2015 
Tanner, T., Bahadur, A.V., Simonet, C. and Betts, H 
   This ‘resilience scan’ summarises the developments during 2014 in thinking and practice in 
the field of resilience, framed by a set of summaries focused on: 1. Insights from renowned 
resilience experts; 2. A review of academic literature from 2014; 3. Recommended blogs and 
twitter feeds; 4. A calendar of key resilience events.  
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The Sphere Project [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
[Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Muslim Charities Forum  [to 28 March 2015] 
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news 
[An umbrella organisation for Muslim-led international NGOs based in the UK. It was set up in 
2007 and works to support is members through advocacy, training and research, by bringing 
charities together. Our members have a collective income of £150,000,000 and work in 71 
countries.] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS International Alliance 
The Boards of HAP and People In Aid have decided to merge, creating the CHS  
International Alliance 
18 March 2015 
   We are now looking to appoint an Executive Director who will lead this new organisation from 
its inception into the future. The new Alliance will aim, through its mission, to ensure respect 
for the rights and dignity of communities and people affected by crisis and enhance the 
effectiveness and impact of humanitarian action by building a culture of quality and 
accountability. 
   The strategic mandates of the new organisation will be to: 
:: Strengthen the capacity of individuals, organisations and systems to deliver quality and  
accountable assistance. 
:: Lead and facilitate the development, promotion and maintenance of the Core Humanitarian  
Standard on Quality and Accountability. 
:: Lead improvements in people management and engagement, in Humanitarian and  
Development organisations 
:: Manage the development, promotion and maintenance of the Core Humanitarian Standard,  
including monitoring, reporting and verification.  
:: Collect and use evidence to influence policy and practice at local, national, regional and  
international level. 

http://www.sphereproject.org/news/
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/media/news
http://www.alnap.org/
http://www.alnap.org/pool/vacancies/executive-director-of-the-chs-international-alliance.pdf
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:: Stimulate and facilitate learning, continuous improvement and innovation to contribute to  
organisational and operational effectiveness. 
:: Humanitarian Practice Network (HPN)  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.odihpn.org/the-humanitarian-space/news/announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
:: People In Aid   [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.peopleinaid.org/ 
Why gender matters - but not just gender - in aid work 
In the third in our series of articles looking at gender and leadership, Dr Silke Roth, Associate 
Professor of Sociology in the Department of Sociology, Social Policy and Criminology at the 
University of Southampton, shares her insight into how gender matters within aid organisations.  
Read the full story  (27 March 2015) 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 28 March 2015] 
https://phap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

 *                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be 
exhaustive, but indicative.  

 
BMGF (Gates Foundation)  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
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Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
March 24, 2015 
Gauging Midwest Preparedness for Immigration Action 
   States in the Midwest are not uniformly prepared to implement immigration policies advanced 
by President Obama, potentially jeopardizing $650 million in additional tax revenues for their 
governments, according to a report from The Chicago Council on Global Affairs. The MacArthur-
supported report highlights actions that state and city government agencies, immigrant-serving 
nonprofits, and legal service providers can take to ensure they are poised to support 
applications from hundreds of thousands of undocumented workers eligible for the President’s 
Expanded Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals and the Deferred Action for Parents of 
Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents.  
 
  
Open Society Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/termsearch/8175/listing?f[0]=type%3Anews 
Time to Acknowledge Obstruction of Khmer Rouge Prosecutions 
March 23, 2015  News 
   A failure by UN and international officials to admit that the Cambodian government is now 
deliberately obstructing the work of the Khmer Rouge tribunal risks undermining its integrity 
and reputation.  
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
The Rockefeller Foundation Appoints Rajiv Shah to Board of Trustees  
   NEW YORK, March 24, 2015 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- The Rockefeller Foundation, now 
in its second century of advancing the well-being of humanity, today announced the 
appointment of Dr. Rajiv Shah to its Board of Trustees. Dr. Shah was most recently head of the 
United States Agency for International Development, the international development arm of the 
Department of State, where he led a team of nearly 10,000 staff across more than 70 countries.  
   "The Rockefeller Foundation is committed to innovative thinking, and to forging effective 
partnerships in order to solve the biggest challenges of our time," said Board Chair David 
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http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/the-rockefeller-foundation-appoints-rajiv-shah-to-board-of-trustees-300054678.html


Rockefeller, Jr. "Dr. Shah is an international development renaissance man, equally 
knowledgeable in health and agriculture, with experience in philanthropy and government, all of 
which makes him an outstanding addition to our board. I am delighted to welcome him… 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
County Health Rankings Show Declines in Premature Death Rates  
Wed Mar 25  
The 2015 County Health Rankings show that premature deaths are dropping, with 60 percent of 
the nation’s counties seeing declines. This marks the highest drop in the country for counties 
with populations of 65,000 or more. 
 
Partners HealthCare to Boost and Sustain Personal Health Tracker Use  
Tue Mar 24  
RWJF grant will help consumers select personal health trackers that will help them develop and 
stick to physical activity plans.  
 
'Open Humans' Project: Sharing Personal Health Information to Accelerate Medical 
Breakthroughs  
Project describes how to donate your body to science—without having to die.  
   Tue Mar 24 2015   Boston, Mass.—A group of top university scientists just launched a project 
to build a community of researchers and participants who want to benefit medical progress—by 
using technology to open up health data. 
   The “Open Humans Network,” created by researchers from Harvard, New York University and 
the University of California San Diego, is backed by a $1 million investment from the John S. 
and James L. Knight Foundation and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, each of which 
contributed $500,000 in separate grants. 
   The project aims to break down barriers that make it difficult for willing individuals to access 
and share their data with researchers. To this end, the Open Humans Network creates an online 
system that helps match people who want to share their health data with researchers who 
would benefit from access to more information. 
   “Think of it as open-sourcing your body,” says the project’s director, Jason Bobe who also 
runs the project’s parent organization, PersonalGenomes.org. “There is tremendous potential 
for accelerating medical discoveries by helping individuals take their health and personal data 
out of data silos and making the data more broadly used.” 
   The Open Humans Network hopes to accelerate scientific discoveries by making far more data 
available. The premise is that more individuals will join scientific studies if they are empowered 
with the choice to share their data. And the greater availability of shared data will allow 
scientists to conduct more studies, and produce more robust and meaningful results... 
 
 
Skoll Foundation  [to 28 March 2015] 
http://www.skollfoundation.org/latest-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 28 March 2015] 

http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
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http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2015/index.htm 
Engagement is a more complicated but more constructive route to reducing carbon emissions 
Last week the Guardian newspaper launched a campaign urging the Wellcome Trust and the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation to sell our investments in fossil fuel companies. Wellcome Trust 
director Jeremy Farrar explains the Trust’s position in a comment piece first published by the 
Guardian.  
26 March 2015 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Vol. 9, No. 3–Summer 2014 
http://www.pnpco.com/pn03000.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Infection Control 
March 2015   Volume 43, Issue 3, p199-312  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2015   Volume 48, Issue 3, p241-364, e1-e4  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 105, Issue S2 (April 2015)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
Editor’s Choice 
A New Era for Population Health: Government, Academia, and Community Moving 
Upstream Together 
Bechair Choucair, Jay D. Bhatt 
American Journal of Public Health: April 2015, Vol. 105, No. S2: S144–S144. 
[No abstract] 
Editorials 

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2015/index.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2015/WTP059004.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2015/WTP059004.htm
http://www.pnpco.com/pn03000.html
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2015.302564
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2015.302564
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/action/doSearch?Contrib=Choucair%2C+B
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/action/doSearch?Contrib=Bhatt%2C+J+D


Improving Population Health by Learning From Systems and Services 
Glen P. Mays, F. Douglas Scutchfield 
American Journal of Public Health: April 2015, Vol. 105, No. S2: S145–S147. 
[No abstract] 
The Value of the “System” in Public Health Services and Systems Research 
Craig W. Thomas, Liza Corso, Judith A. Monroe 
American Journal of Public Health: April 2015, Vol. 105, No. S2: S147–S149 
[No abstract] 
Building a Culture of Health: A Critical Role for Public Health Services and Systems 
Research 
Alonzo L. Plough 
American Journal of Public Health: April 2015, Vol. 105, No. S2: S150–S152. 
[No abstract] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
March 2015; 92 (3)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 28 March 2015) 
Research article  
Inefficiency, heterogeneity and spillover effects in maternal care in India: a spatial 
stochastic frontier analysis 
Yohannes Kinfu1* and Monika Sawhney2  
Author Affiliations 
BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:118  doi:10.1186/s12913-015-0763-x 
Published: 25 March 2015  
Abstract (provisional) 
Background  
Institutional delivery is one of the key and proven strategies to reduce maternal deaths. Since 
the 1990s, the government of India has made substantial investment on maternal care to 
reduce the huge burden of maternal deaths in the country. However, despite the effort access 
to institutional delivery in India remains below the global average. In addition, even in places 
where health investments have been comparable, inter- and intra-state difference in access to 
maternal care services remain wide and substantial. This raises a fundamental question on 
whether the sub-national units themselves differ in terms of the efficiency with which they use 
available resources, and if so, why?  
Methods  
Data obtained from round 3 of the country’s District Level Health and Facility Survey was 
analyzed to measure the level and determinants of inefficiency of institutional delivery in the 
country. Analysis was conducted using spatial stochastic frontier models that correct for 
heterogeneity and spatial interactions between sub-national units. Results Inefficiency 
differences in maternal care services between and within states are substantial. The top one 
third of districts in the country has a mean efficiency score of 90 per cent or more, while the 
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bottom 10 per cent of districts exhibit mean inefficiency score of as high as over 75 per cent or 
more. Overall mean inefficiency is about 30 per cent. The result also reveals the existence of 
both heterogeneity and spatial correlation in institutional delivery in the country.  
Conclusions  
Given the high level of inefficiency in the system, further progress in improving coverage of 
institutional delivery in the country should focus both on improving the efficiency of resource 
utilization—especially where inefficiency levels are extremely high—and on bringing new 
resources in to the system. The additional investment should specifically focus on those parts of 
the country where coverage rates are still low but efficiency levels are already at a high level. In 
addition, given that inefficiency was also associated inversely with literacy and urbanization and 
positively related with proportion of households belonging to poor households, investment in 
these areas can also improve coverage of institutional delivery in the country.  
Research article  
Integrating an infectious disease programme into the primary health care service: a 
retrospective analysis of Chagas disease community-based surveillance in Honduras 
Ken Hashimoto12*, Concepción Zúniga3, Jiro Nakamura24 and Kyo Hanada56  
Author Affiliations 
BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:116  doi:10.1186/s12913-015-0785-4 
Published: 24 March 2015  
Abstract (provisional) 
Background  
Integration of disease-specific programmes into the primary health care (PHC) service has been 
attempted mostly in patient-centred disease control such as HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis but 
rarely in vector control. Chagas disease is controlled principally by interventions against the 
triatomine vector. In Honduras, after successful reduction of household infestation by vertical 
approach, the Ministry of Health implemented community-based vector surveillance at the PHC 
services (health centres) to prevent the resurgence of infection. This paper retrospectively 
analyses the effects and process of integrating a Chagas disease vector surveillance system into 
health centres.  
Methods  
We evaluated the effects of integration at six pilot sites in western Honduras during 2008–2011 
on; surveillance performance; knowledge, attitude and practice in schoolchildren; reports of 
triatomine bug infestation and institutional response; and seroprevalence among children under 
15 years of age. The process of integration of the surveillance system was analysed using the 
PRECEDE-PROCEED model for health programme planning. The model was employed to 
systematically determine influential and interactive factors which facilitated the integration 
process at different levels of the Ministry of Health and the community.  
Results  
Overall surveillance performance improved from 46 to 84 on a 100 point-scale. Schoolchildren’s 
attitude (risk awareness) score significantly increased from 77 to 83 points. Seroprevalence 
declined from 3.4% to 0.4%. Health centres responded to the community bug reports by 
insecticide spraying. As key factors, the health centres had potential management capacity and 
influence over the inhabitants’ behaviours and living environment directly and through 
community health volunteers. The National Chagas Programme played an essential role in 
facilitating changes with adequate distribution of responsibilities, participatory modelling, 
training and evaluation.  
Conclusions  
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We found that Chagas disease vector surveillance can be integrated into the PHC service. 
Health centres demonstrated capacity to manage vector surveillance and improve performance, 
children’s awareness, vector report-response and seroprevalence, once tasks were simplified to 
be performed by trained non-specialists and distributed among the stakeholders. Health 
systems integration requires health workers to perform beyond their usual responsibilities and 
acquire management skills. Integration of non-patient-centred vector control is feasible and can 
contribute to strengthening the preventive capacity of the PHC service.  
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 28 March 2015) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
(Accessed 28 March 2015) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 28 March 2015) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
(Accessed 28 March 2015) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpublichealth/content 
Study protocol    
Supporting adolescent girls to stay in school, reduce child marriage and reduce 
entry into sex work as HIV risk prevention in north Karnataka, India: protocol for a 
cluster randomised controlled trial 
Tara S Beattie, Parinita Bhattacharjee, Shajy Isac, Calum Davey, Prakash Javalkar, Sapna Nair, 
Raghavendra Thalinja, Gautam Sudhakar, Martine Collumbien, James F Blanchard, Charlotte 
Watts, Stephen Moses, Lori Heise BMC Public Health 2015, 15: 
Research article    
A systematic review of the effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of peer education 
and peer support in prisons 
Anne-Marie Bagnall, Jane South, Claire Hulme, James Woodall, Karen Vinall-Collier, Gary Raine, 
Karina Kinsella, Rachael Dixey, Linda Harris, Nat Wright BMC Public Health 2015, 15: 
Review    
A new public health context to understand male sex work 
Victor Minichiello, John Scott, Denton Callander BMC Public Health 2015, 15:282 (24 March 
2015) 
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BMC Research Notes  
(Accessed 28 March 2015) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
British Medical Journal 
28 March 2015(vol 350, issue 8000) 
http://www.bmj.com/content/350/8000 
[New issue; No relevant content identified] 
 
 
Brown Journal of World Affairs 
Volume XXI Issue 1 Fall–Winter 2014 
http://brown.edu/initiatives/journal-world-affairs/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 93, Number 3, March 2015, 133-208 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/93/3/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
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Extract 
   As of 26 November 2014, 15 935 cases of Ebola had been reported to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), of whom 5689 have died.1 It is widely believed that these figures are 
underreported and the actual number of cases and deaths is higher.2 Six cases and one death 
were reported outside West Africa.3 This unprecedented outbreak took professionals and policy 
makers by surprise as it occurred where it was not expected and developed on a scale that 
could not have been predicted. Or at least, that has been the accepted view. A consideration of 
the population affected and the weak health infrastructure of the countries most affected 
should have led to a recognition that, once a contagious disease such as Ebola developed in this 
setting, the scope for rapid spread was great, given the high population density and degree of 
connectivity among the people of the region.4 Unlike previous outbreaks that occurred in 
remote rural areas of central Africa,5 this developed in a densely populated area and, very 
quickly, outbreaks occurred in the capitals of the main affected countries (Guinea, Sierra Leone 
and Liberia). Rapid initial spread was facilitated by lack …  
Ebola’s media outbreak: lessons for the future 
José Joaquín Mira , Susana Lorenzo , María Teresa Gea , Jesús Aranaz , Carlos Aibar  
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/cku237 188-189 First published online: 12 January 2015  
Extract 
   On 8 August 2014, the World Health Organization (WHO’s) Emergency Committee declared 
the Ebola virus disease (EVD or ‘Ebola’) outbreak a Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern. On 6 October 2014, the first case of EVD contracted in Europe was diagnosed.1 A 
healthcare worker was infected, after providing treatment to an Ebola patient in Spain. This 
secondary case, like those that occurred in Dallas, tested both the responsiveness of the 
healthcare system, and the attitudes and skills of the population, the health professionals and 
the media. 
   Virulence and infectivity are epidemiological characteristics that define the magnitude and 
significance of an infectious disease. EVD virulence is evident as shown by its lethality. The 
number of cases this time exceeded past outbreaks suggesting people that infectivity was 
greater.2 These factors coalesced to generate social alarm. 
Unlike EVD, transmitted by direct contact with an infected patient or contaminated material, 
virus fear can spread in… 
Immigrants’ health and health inequality by type of integration policies in European 
countries 
Davide Malmusi  
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/cku156 293-299 First published online: 18 September 
2014  
Abstract 
Background: Recent efforts to characterize integration policy towards immigrants and to 
compare immigrants’ health across countries have rarely been combined so far. This study 
explores the relationship of country-level integration policy with immigrants’ health status in 
Europe.  
Methods: Cross-sectional study with data from the 2011 European Union Survey on Income and 
Living Conditions. Fourteen countries were grouped according to a typology of integration 
policies based on the Migrant Integration Policy Index: ‘multicultural’ (highest scores: UK, Italy, 
Spain, Netherlands, Sweden, Belgium, Portugal, Norway, Finland), ‘exclusionist’ (lowest scores: 
Austria, Denmark) and ‘assimilationist’ (high or low depending on the dimension: France, 
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Switzerland, Luxembourg). People born in the country (natives, n = 177 300) or outside the 
European Union with >10 years of residence (immigrants, n = 7088) were included. Prevalence 
ratios (PR) of fair/poor self-rated health between immigrants in each country cluster, and for 
immigrants versus natives within each, were computed adjusting by age, education, occupation 
and socio-economic conditions.  
Results: Compared with multicultural countries, immigrants report worse health in exclusionist 
countries (age-adjusted PR, 95% CI: men 1.78, 1.49–2.12; women 1.58, 1.37–1.82; fully 
adjusted, men 1.78, 1.50–2.11; women 1.47, 1.26–1.70) and assimilationist countries (age-
adjusted, men 1.21, 1.03–1.41; women 1.21, 1.06–1.39; fully adjusted, men 1.19, 1.02–1.40; 
women 1.22, 1.07–1.40). Health inequalities between immigrants and natives were also highest 
in exclusionist countries, where they persisted even after adjusting for differences in socio-
economic situation.  
Conclusion: Immigrants in ‘exclusionist’ countries experience poorer socio-economic and health 
outcomes. Future studies should confirm whether and how integration policy models could 
make a difference on migrants’ health. 
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Heterogeneity (pages 106–141) 
Mary M. Kritz and Douglas T. Gurak 
Article first published online: 26 MAR 2015 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12177 
Abstract 
This paper uses confidential ACS data to compare the characteristics of immigrants from ten 
Asian and Latino origins and the total foreign born in traditional, emerging, and dispersed 
areas. The correlates of dispersed settlement were estimated for each group and the total 
foreign born using multinomial logistic regression. The findings show that the characteristics of 
immigrants in dispersed settlements differ both within and across national origin groups and 
also between national groups and the total foreign born. Several relationships, particularly those 
for education and occupation measures, differ significantly and call into question the 
homogeneity assumption commonly made by studies of the total foreign born or pan-ethnic 
groups. 
MULTI-SITED FAMILIES 
Transnational Families Between Africa and Europe (pages 142–172) 
Valentina Mazzucato, Djamila Schans, Kim Caarls and Cris Beauchemin 
Article first published online: 18 NOV 2014 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12153 
Abstract 
This paper provides a descriptive and comparative analysis of transnational families with 
members located in Africa and Europe. It is thus far the only quantitative study, to our 
knowledge, that includes cross-country comparisons and focuses on the African European 
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context. By comparing both countries of origin and destination, differences in family 
arrangements are found among Ghana, Senegal, and the Democratic Republic of Congo as well 
as within these groups depending on the European destination countries. Findings show that 
dates of arrival and migrant legal status are most commonly associated with transnational 
family forms. Family and gender norms at origin, migration motivations, destination country 
family reunification and migration policies, and destination country characteristics related to 
language, employment opportunities, and educational system help to explain the differences 
found. 
Reunifying Versus Living Apart Together Across Borders: A Comparative Analysis of 
sub-Saharan Migration to Europe (pages 173–199) 
Cris Beauchemin, Jocelyn Nappa, Bruno Schoumaker, Pau Baizan, Amparo González-Ferrer, Kim 
Caarls and Valentina Mazzucato 
Article first published online: 11 NOV 2014 | DOI: 10.1111/imre.12155 
Abstract 
This article studies the process of reunification in Europe among “living apart together across 
borders” (LATAB) couples of African origin (DR Congo, Ghana, and Senegal). Couple reunion is 
conceived as a multilevel process, wherein state selection (through immigration policies in 
destination countries) interacts with self-selection (at the couple level), under influence of the 
social context at origin. Based on event history analyses of the MAFE project, empirical results 
show that LATAB is a majority and durable living arrangement for sub-Saharan migrants, that 
the odds if reunifying depend on gender and inter-generational relationships, and that 
restrictive contexts at destination do not deter couple reunion. 
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[+] Author Affiliations  
JAMA. 2015;313(12):1221-1222. doi:10.1001/jama.2015.2057.  
References  
Ebola virus is among the most deadly pathogens, with case fatality rates of up to 90%.1 Ebola 
virus is categorized as a tier 1 pathogen by the US government because of its potential for 
deliberate misuse with significant potential for mass casualties. The current outbreak of Ebola 
virus in West Africa with more than 23 000 cases and 9000 deaths2 also demonstrates the long-
underestimated public health threat that Ebola virus poses as a natural human pathogen. There 
are no licensed vaccines or postexposure treatments for combating Ebola virus. However, 
substantial progress has been made in developing vaccines and antivirals that can protect 
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laboratory animals against lethal disease.1,3 Advancing these interventions for human use is a 
matter of utmost urgency. 
 
In this issue of JAMA, Lai et al4 report the use of a first-generation recombinant vesicular 
stomatitis virus–based Ebola vaccine (VSVΔG-ZEBOV)5 to treat a physician who experienced a 
needlestick in an Ebola treatment unit in Sierra Leone during the current Ebola virus outbreak. 
A single dose of the VSVΔG-ZEBOV vaccine was administered approximately 43 hours after the 
potential exposure. The patient experienced a transient febrile syndrome after vaccination. 
Importantly, no evidence of Ebola virus infection was detected, and the vaccine elicited strong 
innate and Ebola virus–specific adaptive immune responses. Most significantly, the vaccine, 
which expresses the surface glycoprotein of Ebola virus, was able to induce an IgG antibody 
response against the Ebola virus glycoprotein at a level that has been associated with protection 
of nonhuman primates.5 
 
It is difficult to draw any definitive conclusions from a single case report. The inability to detect 
evidence of Ebola virus infection most likely is because there was not an actual exposure; 
however, it cannot be completely ruled out that the intervention was effective in controlling 
Ebola virus replication. Even though this patient experienced some adverse events after 
vaccination, the patient reported having traveler’s diarrhea prior to receiving the VSVΔG-ZEBOV 
vaccine; therefore, it is also not possible to draw any strong conclusions regarding any adverse 
events from this case in regard to the safety of the vaccine. This is the second time that the 
VSVΔG-ZEBOV vaccine has been used to treat a potential exposure to Ebola virus. The initial 
use occurred in 2009 for a laboratory worker in Germany6 and also involved a needlestick 
injury. The results of that incident were nearly identical; however, the severity of adverse 
events following vaccination was less notable in the German case compared with the patient in 
the case report by Lai et al.4 
 
The 2 incidents involving the use of the VSVΔG-ZEBOV vaccine for the treatment of high-risk 
Ebola virus exposures further reinforce the need for public health approaches that prevent and 
control outbreaks. Efforts to develop effective vaccines and treatments against Ebola virus 
began soon after its discovery in 1976. However, advances were slow until the decade of the 
2000s when at least 10 different preventive vaccines were developed that conferred complete 
protection in the criterion standard nonhuman primate models.1 Postexposure treatments and 
therapies that can protect nonhuman primates against Ebola virus have been much more 
difficult to develop. 
 
Similar to the rabies vaccine, the VSVΔG-ZEBOV vaccine can be used both as a conventional 
preventive vaccine and as a postexposure treatment. When used as a treatment, the VSVΔG-
ZEBOV vaccine protected 50% of nonhuman primates against lethal Ebola virus (Zaire species) 
infection when given shortly after exposure.7 
 
Only 2 potential therapies, ZMapp8 and TKM-Ebola,9 have been shown to completely protect 
100% of nonhuman primates from a lethal Ebola virus (Zaire species) infection when 
administered after exposure. Both drugs have been administered under compassionate use 
during the current outbreak to treat a number of patients repatriated to Europe and the United 
States. Even though these patients have had very high survival rates, the role of ZMapp and 
TKM-Ebola in the outcome is unknown because in many cases they received multiple types of 
experimental therapies, including convalescent serum, and also likely benefited from the 
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advanced supportive medical care in specialized facilities. Other treatments such as brincidofovir 
and favipiravir also have been used to treat patients infected with Ebola virus during the current 
outbreak; however, their benefit is even more difficult to measure because neither treatment 
has been associated with strong protection of nonhuman primates against Ebola virus. 
 
An important point noted in the report by Lai et al4 is that the patient declined other 
experimental drugs in lieu of the VSVΔG-ZEBOV vaccine. This also raises issues regarding 
patient consent and the use of experimental therapies. This is an important consideration 
because ultimately the patient or a representative of the patient makes the decision and should 
be informed of all options, available data, and risks. It is unknown what other drugs were 
offered to the patient in the report by Lai et al.4 Shortages of ZMapp during the current Ebola 
virus outbreak have been reported, and it is clear that even though promising antivirals have 
been developed, they have yet to be produced at levels sufficient for the large numbers of 
cases associated with an outbreak of this magnitude. 
 
The need for antiviral treatments for Ebola virus infection is unquestionable, and stockpiles of 
ZMapp and TKM-Ebola are critically needed. However, the most effective way to prevent and 
control outbreaks and to protect high-risk personnel, including medical staff and laboratory 
workers, is through the use of preventive vaccines along with use of appropriate personal 
protective equipment. Historically, there has been a small global market for developing an Ebola 
virus vaccine and there was no financial interest for large pharmaceutical companies to become 
involved. The current epidemic has spurred substantial scientific activity to develop vaccines. 
 
Companies, including GlaxoSmithKline, Merck, and Johnson & Johnson, are attempting to fast-
track the licensure of several Ebola virus vaccines. Phase 1 trials have been initiated, and 
studies at some test sites have been completed for the GlaxoSmithKline chimpanzee 
adenovirus-based Ebola virus vaccine and the first-generation Merck-acquired VSVΔG-ZEBOV 
vaccine. It is encouraging that these large pharmaceutical companies have joined the campaign 
to address Ebola virus, but small biotech firms also have made important contributions. 
Moreover, much of the progress during the last decade is a direct result of basic research and 
early-stage product development funded by the US government, including the Department of 
Defense, the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, and the National Institutes of 
Health, in particular the Partnerships for Biodefense Program, which has been instrumental in 
the development of many of the lead candidate interventions. 
 
Reports to date suggest that some adverse events could be associated with the VSVΔG-ZEBOV 
vaccine, which is not unusual because this vaccine uses a replication-competent virus. Profectus 
Biosciences has developed a novel next-generation vesicular stomatitis virus–based Ebola virus 
vaccine that has been engineered for enhanced safety and has been shown to confer complete 
protection of nonhuman primates against Ebola virus.10 Phase 1 trials are also expected soon 
with the newer Profectus vaccine and it may prove to be safer than the first-generation vaccine 
candidate. 
 
In addition to Profectus, other companies, including Novavax, are moving forward with Ebola 
virus vaccine candidates. Having a variety of competing vaccines should mitigate risk and 
ensure that in the near future an effective licensed Ebola virus vaccine will be available for 
human use. Even though vaccination of large populations in endemic areas in Africa may not be 
practical, vaccination of medical staff and first responders will be of value, particularly because 
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medical staff have been at high risk for infection in the current Ebola virus outbreak. In 
addition, ring vaccination strategies can be valuable in controlling outbreaks, particularly if 
rapid-acting single-injection vaccines, such as the vesicular stomatitis virus–based Ebola virus 
vaccines, are available. 
 
Although it is not possible to know with absolute certainty whether the first-generation VSVΔG-
ZEBOV vaccine used to treat the potential high-risk exposure had any influence on survival of 
the exposed patient in the report by Lai et al,4 this incident serves as an example of how 
important it is to have safe and effective countermeasures available in sufficient quantities that 
can be rapidly deployed for emergency use for both medical workers and affected populations. 
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Extract 
The threat of drug resistance deserves careful attention from clinicians and public health 
officials advocating antiretroviral use as a way to control the human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV) epidemic. Such antiretroviral use includes early treatment and preexposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP) and postexposure prophylaxis (PEP). Concerns about drug resistance were raised before 
rolling out widespread antiretroviral therapy in Africa, based on the assumption that adherence 
to therapy would be poor and drug resistance would become prevalent. Defying expectations, 
the benefits of antiretroviral therapy for improving health, averting death, and preventing 
transmission were subsequently proven to outweigh the risks of drug resistance, and adherence 
to therapy in African populations is often outstanding [1]… 
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Extract 
   An effective therapy for Ebola virus disease (EVD) not only will lower the case-fatality rate but 
also will provide an incentive for patients to seek treatment, thereby enhancing primary and 
secondary prevention efforts. While several experimental drugs are being considered, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) has prioritized Ebola convalescent whole blood (CWB) and 
convalescent plasma (CP) transfusion for evaluation because this can be done relatively quickly 
and, if proven to be safe and effective, could be implemented without delay [1]. The use of 
blood from recuperated individuals has a long history of use for treatment of other serious 
infectious diseases and, with appropriate precautions, is generally considered safe [2].   
However, the WHO has indicated that this intervention must be considered as experimental for 
EVD and, therefore, that initial studies should be conducted within a clinical trial framework [1].  
   In this issue of The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Gutfraind and Meyers [3] extend an Ebola 
virus transmission model published by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) [4] 
to include large-scale hospital-based convalescent donations and transfusions. Using 
epidemiological estimates for Ebola in Liberia and assuming that convalescent transfusions 
reduce the case-fatality rate to 12.5% [5], they calculated that, under a 30% hospitalization 
rate, CWB and CP transfusions are estimated to reduce the number of deaths in Liberia by 65 
(0.37%; 95% confidence interval [CI], .07%–2.6%) and 151 (0.9%; 95% CI, .21%–11%), 
respectively. They conclude that transfusion therapy for Ebola is a low-cost measure that can 
potentially save many lives in Liberia but will not measurably influence incidence.  
   There are, however, at least 8 major issues to consider in determining the advisability of 
implementing a large-scale CWB… 
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Abstract 
Purpose  
Many research ethics committees (RECs) have been established in low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs) in response to increased research in these countries. How well these RECs 
are functioning remains largely unknown. Our objective was to assess the usefulness of a self-
assessment tool in obtaining benchmarking data on the extent to which RECs are in compliance 
with recognised international standards.  
Methods  
REC chairs from several LMICs (Egypt, South Africa and India) were asked to complete an 
online self-assessment tool for RECs with a maximum score of 200. Individual responses were 
collected anonymously.  
Results  

The aggregate mean score was 137.4±35.8 (∼70% of maximum score); mean scores were 
significantly associated with the presence of a budget (p<0.001), but not with duration of 
existence, frequency of meetings, or the presence of national guidelines. As a group, RECs 
achieved more than 80% of the maximum score for the following domains: submission 
processes and documents received, recording of meeting minutes, criteria for ethical review and 
criteria for informed consent. RECs achieved less than 80% of the maximum score for the 
following domains: institutional commitment, policies and procedures of the REC, membership 
composition and training, policies and procedures for protocol review, elements of a decision 
letter and criteria for continuing review.  
Conclusions  
This study highlights areas where RECs from LMICs can improve to be in compliance with 
recommended international standards for RECs. The self-assessment tool provides valuable 
benchmarking data for RECs and can serve as a quality improvement method to help RECs 
enhance their operations.  
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Editorial 
Dementia: turning fine aspirations into measurable progress 
The Lancet 
Summary 
“I look young, but I am actually quite old”, pronounced WHO Director-General Margaret Chan at 
the first Ministerial Conference on Global Action Against Dementia, hosted by WHO, the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and the UK Department of 
Health in Geneva on March 16–17. Dr Chan continued, with great clarity and sincerity, to 
describe her own desire to grow old gracefully and with dignity, contrasting her own aspirations 
with the plight of 47 million people worldwide who struggle to cope with the debilitating effect 
of dementia, a disorder that is expected to double in prevalence over the next two decades, 
and that comes with an estimated health bill worldwide in excess of US$600 billion. 
Editorial 
1 year on—lessons from the Ebola outbreak for WHO 
The Lancet 
Summary 
   This week has seen what is likely to be the beginning of an onslaught of criticism levelled 
against WHO for its handling of the Ebola outbreak in west Africa. First, ahead of the 1-year 
anniversary of the outbreak's start, an article by the Associated Press (AP) reported that WHO 
deliberately delayed declaring the Ebola epidemic as an emergency in early June, 2014, waiting 
instead until Aug 8 to finally make the announcement. AP obtained internal emails and 
documents suggesting that senior WHO officials were not only told of the desperate situation, 
but also received anguished pleas for help. Instead of taking urgent and decisive action, the 
article said WHO decided that managing the political repercussions in countries would outweigh 
the benefits that declaring an emergency would bring. It “could be seen as a hostile act”, said 
one memo. Downplaying the epidemic may have cost lives, said AP. In response, WHO insisted 
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that the spread of the virus was unprecedented, and the lack of resources and intelligence on 
the ground hindered its ability to act. 
   Second, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), who did more than any other organisation to bring 
the world's attention to Ebola and who led the operational response against the outbreak, 
published their searingly critical report—Pushed to the limit and beyond—this week. Despite 
early warnings about the severity of the outbreak and urgent calls for help, MSF were ignored 
by governments and WHO. They dubbed the response a “global coalition of inaction”. MSF 
described the horrors of having to turn patients away because their health centres and staff 
were simply overwhelmed. 
  This year will see at least three further international, independent investigations into WHO's 
conduct in the Ebola response. Regrettably, it is likely that WHO's reputation is going to suffer 
more wounds in the coming months. The Lancet's focus will be to try and draw larger lessons 
from the Ebola outbreak. In early May, we will be publishing a collection of essays on global 
health security, together with one of the first analyses of the deeper consequences of Ebola. 
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Cotlear, DPhil, T Dmytraczenko, PhD, Patricia Frenz, PhD, Prof Patrícia Garcia, PhD, Octavio 
Gómez-Dantés, MPH, Felicia M Knaul, PhD, Prof Carles Muntaner, PhD, Juliana Braga de Paula, 
MSc, Felix Rígoli, MD, Prof Pastor Castell-Florit Serrate, PhD, Adam Wagstaff, PhD 
Published Online: 15 October 2014 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(14)61646-9 
Summary 
Starting in the late 1980s, many Latin American countries began social sector reforms to 
alleviate poverty, reduce socioeconomic inequalities, improve health outcomes, and provide 
financial risk protection. In particular, starting in the 1990s, reforms aimed at strengthening 
health systems to reduce inequalities in health access and outcomes focused on expansion of 
universal health coverage, especially for poor citizens. In Latin America, health-system reforms 
have produced a distinct approach to universal health coverage, underpinned by the principles 
of equity, solidarity, and collective action to overcome social inequalities. In most of the 
countries studied, government financing enabled the introduction of supply-side interventions to 
expand insurance coverage for uninsured citizens—with defined and enlarged benefits 
packages—and to scale up delivery of health services. Countries such as Brazil and Cuba 
introduced tax-financed universal health systems. These changes were combined with demand-
side interventions aimed at alleviating poverty (targeting many social determinants of health) 
and improving access of the most disadvantaged populations. Hence, the distinguishing 
features of health-system strengthening for universal health coverage and lessons from the 
Latin American experience are relevant for countries advancing universal health coverage. 
Series 
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Dr Daniel Cotlear, DPhil,  Octavio Gómez-Dantés, MD, Felicia Knaul, PhD, Prof Rifat Atun, FRCP, 
Ivana C H C Barreto, PhD, Prof Oscar Cetrángolo, MPhil, Prof Marcos Cueto, PhD, Prof Pedro 
Francke, MSc, Patricia Frenz, MD, Ramiro Guerrero, MSc, Prof Rafael Lozano, MD, Robert 
Marten, MPH, Prof Rocío Sáenz, MD 
Published Online: 15 October 2014 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(14)61647-0 
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Latin America continues to segregate different social groups into separate health-system 
segments, including two separate public sector blocks: a well resourced social security for 
salaried workers and their families and a Ministry of Health serving poor and vulnerable people 
with low standards of quality and needing a frequently impoverishing payment at point of 
service. This segregation shows Latin America's longstanding economic and social inequality, 
cemented by an economic framework that predicted that economic growth would lead to rapid 
formalisation of the economy. Today, the institutional setup that organises the social 
segregation in health care is perceived, despite improved life expectancy and other advances, 
as a barrier to fulfilling the right to health, embodied in the legislation of many Latin American 
countries. This Series paper outlines four phases in the history of Latin American countries that 
explain the roots of segmentation in health care and describe three paths taken by countries 
seeking to overcome it: unification of the funds used to finance both social security and Ministry 
of Health services (one public payer); free choice of provider or insurer; and expansion of 
services to poor people and the non-salaried population by making explicit the health-care 
benefits to which all citizens are entitled. 
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Editorial 
Comprehensive approach to better malaria control 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(15)70113-1 
Malaria is a complex and deadly disease but is also treatable and preventable. In 2000, an 
estimated 350 million to 500 million malaria cases led to the death of 1 million people, mostly 
African children. Since then, the establishment of the Millennium Development Goals for 
reducing global malaria incidence and mortality, have driven greater awareness and progress 
towards malaria control, and more than 4 million lives have been saved. 
 
With the aim of accelerating progress toward malaria elimination, the Roll Back Malaria (RBM) 
partnership has coordinated the development of the Global Malaria Action Plan 2 (GMAP2), 
Towards a Malaria-Free World: A Global Case for Investment and Action 2016–2030—the 
second generation of an RBM consensus document that provides a practical, multisectoral, 
action-oriented guide toward better control of malaria transmission. The draft of the English 
version of the document was under review until March 18, allowing interested partners and 
individuals to contribute. Representatives from more than 90 countries participated in the 
development of the consensus document. The approach is extremely collaborative and involves 
academia, the private sector, research bodies, and governments. The consensus document will 
be accompanied by a second document, the Global Technical Strategy (GTS) for Malaria 2016–
2030, which will be presented to the World Health Assembly in May, 2015. 
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The five chapters of GMAP2 provide a comprehensive overview of how resources should be 
mobilised. Its strategy sets out how to reduce malaria case incidence globally by 90% in 2030 
compared with 2015, and how to eliminate malaria from at least 35 countries by 2030 in which 
malaria was transmitted in 2015. Crucial to reaching global malaria targets is adequate funding, 
and GMAP2 estimates that US$8 billion of investment will be needed annually between 2026 
and 2030 to reach its goals, as well as an additional annual $673 million to fund malaria 
research and development. If achieved, this will lead to 12 million lives saved and 2·9 billion 
cases averted. The report highlights that if the 2030 targets are not met, the costs will be 
catastrophic. If the coverage of malaria interventions were to revert to the 2007 level, there 
would be an additional 2 billion malaria cases and 4·9 million deaths, leading to $5·8 billion in 
direct costs to health systems and households. Returns on investment in malaria control, 
according to the report, will be higher than expected: $4·6 trillion in economic benefits in 2030. 
 
Small investments can bring major returns. The report highlights the case of Neema Gunda, a 
widow and head of a household in rural Tanzania—thanks to the bednets and instruction on 
their correct use she and her family get sick less often. Although small investments can make 
enormous differences to individual lives, substantial investments will have worldwide benefits 
for billions of people. But to have the greatest effect worldwide, investments will need to be 
channelled into locally tailored interventions sensitive to the needs of specific nations, regions, 
and villages. 
 
The report also focuses on how environmental, social, cultural, and biological factors are all 
interconnected elements in the control of the disease. Biological factors, such as the growing 
problem of resistance to antimalarial drugs and insecticides, represent one of the biggest 
threats to reaching the 2030 goal. Agriculture, education, housing, water and sanitation, and 
tourism are also all important, as well as the interfaces between land use, climate change, and 
environmental policy. Stakeholders in all these areas need to intensify their engagement. 
 
Despite progress, as of today, about 3 billion people are at risk in 109 countries. Ongoing 
advances in the fight against malaria will contribute to the realisation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG), and progress towards the SDGs will support the continued reduction 
and elimination of malaria. Tackling malaria is essential if sustainable changes are to be made 
for people living in areas where it is endemic. For example, it creates healthier, more productive 
workforces which can help attract trade and commerce, it makes a substantial contribution to 
improvements in child health, and protects households from lost earnings and the costs of 
seeking care. The SDGs provide an unprecedented opportunity to widen the circle of 
engagement and intensify multisectoral action and cross-country collaboration to defeat 
malaria. The comprehensive approach of GMAP2 will help ensure this opportunity will be taken 
and will guide us, we hope, towards a brighter future of malaria control. 
Comment 
Applied public health research on the frontline 
Arto A Palmu, Helena Käyhty 
Published Online: 17 February 2015 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(15)70052-6 
Summary 
Prevention of pneumococcal disease in resource-poor countries, including many Asian countries, 
is desperately needed. The implementation of pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCVs) has 
been slow due to scarce funding, but also because the burden of pneumococcal disease is 
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poorly known. However, with the financial assistance of the GAVI Alliance, the introduction of 
PCVs has been accelerated.1 
Comment 
Rotavirus vaccines roll-out in resource-deprived regions 
Miguel L O'Ryan, Ralf Clemens 
Published Online: 28 January 2015 
Open Access  
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(14)71089-8 
Tables and Figures 
References 
Rotaviruses cause 30–50% of severe diarrhoea cases in children younger than 5 years, leading 
to about 450 000 deaths every year.1 Infections during the first months of life are protective 
against symptomatic reinfections later on, setting the stage for vaccine development.2, 3 The 
existence of four major genotypes—G1[P8], G2[P4], G3[P8], and G4[P8]—created a great 
challenge because in-vitro studies suggested that antibodies to a specific type neutralised only 
that type, raising the question of whether it would be necessary for a vaccine to include all 
common genotypes. 
 
During the 1990s the first licensed vaccine, Rotashield (Wyeth Laboratories, Collegeville, PA, 
USA), which contained an attenuated simian and three simian–human reassortant strains of the 
virus, showed that 70–90% of cases of severe rotavirus disease could potentially be prevented 
in lower-middle-income and high-income countries with vaccination.4 However, intestinal 
intussusception was induced in about one in 11 000 children who received the vaccine, leading 
to its withdrawal and posing a large challenge for new candidate vaccines because future trials 
needed to include 60 000 children to reasonably assure safety.5, 6 Post-licensure studies of the 
second-generation vaccines Rotarix (GlaxoSmithKline, Brentford, UK), which contains a single 
human attenuated strain, and RotaTeq (Merck, Kenilworth, NJ, USA) based on five human-
bovine reassortant strains, suggest an acceptable class effect risk for intestinal intussusception 
of somewhere between one in 20 000 and one in 100 000 individuals.7 Importantly, both 
vaccines showed high efficacy (more than 80%) against severe rotavirus disease in prelicensure 
studies5, 6 and against several predominating genotypes. As trials were progressively done in 
various regions worldwide, it became clear that protective efficacy for both vaccines was lower 
in resource-deprived countries than in high-income countries8 and that efficacy might not be 
the same among serotypes and genotypes, especially against G2[P4].5, 9 
 
First licensed in 2006, these vaccines have been progressively introduced worldwide and dozens 
of effectiveness trials, done mostly in high or middle-high income countries, have confirmed 
efficacy rates reported in prelicensure trials. A major unanswered question is how effective 
these vaccines will be in real-world scenarios in the poorest regions of the world (where 
diarrhoea mortality is at its highest) and in the presence of varied circulating types. Children 
might be infected in their first months of life in these regions (where a first infection is not as 
protective as in higher-income regions) such that children develop several severe episodes of 
rotavirus disease throughout their first years.3, 10 Vaccine effectiveness could be substantially 
lower in these regions, and, thus, meticulous prospective studies are essential for policy 
decisions and for the potential design and assessment of new vaccine strategies. 
 
In The Lancet Infectious Diseases, Naor Bar-Zeev and colleagues11 report results of the second 
effectiveness study to be done in Africa (Blantyre, Malawi). In the first study, Michelle Groome 
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and colleagues12 showed 57% (95% CI 40–68) effectiveness against rotavirus diarrhoea that 
required a minimum of overnight hospital admission in children in South Africa younger than 2 
years who were vaccinated at 6 and 14 weeks of life. Bar-Zeev and colleagues11 report 64% 
(24–83) effectiveness for reduction of emergency room visits (compared with rotavirus test-
negative controls) for rotavirus in children younger than 5 years (94% of samples tested from 
children younger than 2 years) using an accelerated 6 and 10 week of age schedule with the 
monovalent human rotavirus vaccine. Early effect was documented with roughly 10% 
reductions every year in rotavirus detection rates in infants during their first and second years 
of age, and an overall rate reduction of near 15% after 2 years for all children younger than 5 
years. Genotype G2[P4] was the most commonly detected (25% of samples tested), but the 
vaccine had a lower non-significant effectiveness point estimate of 53% (95% CI −28 to 83) for 
G2[P4] than it did for G1[P8] (82%, 42–95), strongly suggesting lower effectiveness against 
this genotype. 
 
That data for vaccine effectiveness in Malawi are similar to, if not better than, those for other 
efficacy trials is good news and findings can probably be extrapolated to regions with similar 
socioeconomic conditions. Differential serotype and genotype effectiveness will have to be 
continuously monitored and the search for even better vaccines and strategies must continue. 
Although, the natural history of rotavirus infection and disease in low-resource regions10 
suggests that oral vaccines that mimic protection conferred by natural infections might have 
reached their maximum effectiveness, this figure is still substantial and vaccines could 
potentially prevent nearly 300 000 deaths of infants and children every year. 
 
Articles 
Comparison of two-dose priming plus 9-month booster with a standard three-dose 
priming schedule for a ten-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine in Nepalese 
infants: a randomised, controlled, open-label, non-inferiority trial 
Mainga Hamaluba, Rama Kandasamy, Shyam R Upreti, Giri R Subedi, Shrijana Shrestha, Shiva 
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Comment 
Sustainability: Five steps for managing Europe's forests 
Support resilience and promote carbon storage, say Silvano Fares and colleagues. 
We outline five key issues that European forestry managers should address to develop Europe's 
forests sustainably and with resilience in mind4. Policies and plans must account for the trade-
offs between forests' capacity to store carbon, adapt to climate change and yield wood products 
and other ecosystem services. 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
March 26, 2015  Vol. 372 No. 13 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Review Article 
Chikungunya Virus and the Global Spread of a Mosquito-Borne Disease 
Scott C. Weaver, Ph.D., and Marc Lecuit, M.D., Ph.D. 
N Engl J Med 2015; 372:1231-1239 March 26, 2015 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMra1406035 
Chikungunya virus infection is a rapid-onset, febrile disease with intense asthenia, arthralgia, 
myalgia, headache, and rash. This mosquito-borne alphavirus has spread throughout the 
Caribbean and into much of Central America. Further spread in the Americas seems likely. 
Correspondence 
Ebola Virus Disease among Children in West Africa 
N Engl J Med 2015; 372:1274-1277 March 26, 2015 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMc1415318 
To the Editor: 
The epidemic of Ebola virus disease (EVD) in West Africa has caused clinical illness and deaths 
among persons with reported ages ranging from less than 1 year to more than 100 years. Most 
published estimates of key epidemiologic parameters have been based on patients of all 
ages1,2 and have thus been dominated by cases in which patients are 16 years of age or older, 
and as of January 5, 2015, these cases accounted for 79% of the confirmed and probable cases 
for which age has been reported. 
 
Here we investigate the progression and outcome of EVD in confirmed and probable pediatric 
cases reported from Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, stratified according to age. The absolute 
and per capita case incidence of EVD among children younger than 16 years of age has been 
significantly and consistently lower than the incidence among adults in all three countries 
(Figure 1A, 1B, and 1CFigure 1Age-Group–Specific Incidence of Ebola Virus Disease in West 
Africa, Incubation Period, Intervals from Onset to Death and Onset to Hospitalization, and Case 
Fatality Rate.). This pattern is similar to that observed in past EVD outbreaks.3,4 However, 
because the current epidemic is so large, it provides an opportunity to explore the ways in 
which epidemiologic and clinical parameters vary according to age. Although the age 
distribution of confirmed, probable, and suspected cases is similar in all three countries (Fig. S3 
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in the Supplementary Appendix, available with the full text of this letter at NEJM.org), the 
proportion of pediatric cases (those younger than 16 years of age) among all cases increased 
over the course of 2014 (Figure 1C, and Fig. S4 in the Supplementary Appendix). 
 
The mean incubation period (the average time from infection until symptom onset) was 
shortest, on average, in the youngest children, with means ranging from 6.9 days (95% 
confidence interval [CI], 5.1 to 9.5) in 14 children younger than 1 year of age to 9.8 days (95% 
CI, 8.7 to 11.1) in 184 children 10 to 15 years of age (Figure 1D, and Table S1 and Fig. S5 in 
the Supplementary Appendix). Younger children also had shorter times from symptom onset to 
hospitalization and from symptom onset to death (Figure 1D, and Fig. S6 and S7 and Tables S2 
and S3 in the Supplementary Appendix). There was no clear evidence that age affected the 
distribution of the intervals between symptom onset and hospital discharge, between 
hospitalization and death, between hospitalization and hospital discharge, or between symptom 
onset and onward transmission (Fig. S8 to S11 and Tables S4 to S7 in the Supplementary 
Appendix). 
 
Almost all children with EVD who were younger than 1 year of age had fever (92%) before 
clinical presentation, and children younger than 16 years of age were more likely than adults to 
present with fever (P<0.001) (Table S8 and Fig. S13 in the Supplementary Appendix). Children 
were less likely than adults (i.e., persons 16 years of age or older) to report pain in the 
abdomen, chest, joints, or muscles, difficulty breathing or swallowing, and hiccups between 
symptom onset and clinical presentation (P<0.001); however, this finding may reflect the 
difficulty young children have in reporting such symptoms rather than a different symptom 
profile (Table S8 and Fig. S12 in the Supplementary Appendix). The case fatality rate (CFR) was 
lowest among children between 10 and 15 years of age and highest among those 4 years of 
age or younger (Figure 1E, and Fig. S14 and S15 and Table S9 in the Supplementary Appendix). 
The CFR for persons younger than 45 years of age (most of whom are 5 to 44 years of age) 
was lower than that among those 45 years of age or older (Figure 1E), a finding that is in line 
with that of an earlier report.5  
 
The shorter incubation period in children, the relatively high risk of death among children 
younger than 5 years of age (as compared with older children), and the more rapid progression 
to death highlight the importance of including children among case contacts for follow-up, of 
examining children for early signs of disease during active case finding, and of explaining the 
risk of EVD to parents, guardians, and caregivers. All persons in whom EVD is suspected, but 
especially children, need the earliest possible referral for diagnostic testing, and children need 
age-appropriate treatment. The causes of the relatively rapid disease progression and relatively 
high CFR in the youngest children requires further investigation. 
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Being Nonprofit-Like in a Market Economy 
Understanding the Mission-Market Tension in Nonprofit Organizing 
Matthew L. Sanders1 
1Utah State University, Logan, USA  
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Nonprofit organizations experience a tension between pursuing their social missions and 
meeting the demands of a market economy. This mission-market tension is an everyday, 
practical concern for nonprofit practitioners. Yet, scholars know very little about how nonprofit 
practitioners define and manage this tension. Drawing on contradiction-centered perspectives of 
organizing, data from an ethnographic study of a single U.S. nonprofit organization demonstrate 
that the mission-market tension was defined and managed by organizational members as both 
a contradictory and interconnected phenomenon. This framing was enabled by specific 
communication practices that supported a productive and generative relationship between these 
seemingly incompatible goals. Findings suggest that the mission-market tension is an inherent 
condition of nonprofit organizing and highlight the central role of communication in successfully 
managing mission and market concerns.  
Nonprofit Organizational Effectiveness - Analysis of Best Practices 
Kellie C. Liket1, Karen Maas1 
1Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands  
Abstract 
In the face of increased accountability pressures, nonprofits are searching for ways to 
demonstrate their effectiveness. Because meaningful tools to evaluate effectiveness are largely 
absent, financial ratios are still the main indicators used to approximate it. However, there is an 
extensive body of literature on determinants of nonprofit effectiveness. In this study, we test 
the extent to which these assertions in the literature align with practitioner views. To increase 
the practical value of our comparative exercise, we create a self-assessment survey on the basis 
of the practices that find support in both academia and practice. This provides managers with a 
tool to assess the extent to which the identified practices are present in their organizations and 
with suggestions, which might lead to improvements in their effectiveness. Intermediaries can 
use the tool to provide better information to donors. Funders can use it in their selection of 
grantees, and capacity-building efforts.  
The Role of Internal Branding in Nonprofit Brand Management- An Empirical 
Investigation 
Gordon Liu1, Chris Chapleo2, Wai Wai Ko3, Isaac K. Ngugi2 
1University of Bath, UK  
2Bournemouth University, Dorset, UK  
3Brunel University, Uxbridge, UK  
Abstract 
Internal branding refers to an organization’s attempts to persuade its staff to buy-in to the 
organization’s brand value and transform it into a reality. Drawing from self-determination 
theory and leadership theory, we seek to develop a deeper understanding of the process of 
internal branding in the nonprofit sector. More specifically, we propose and examine the 
mediating effects of the staff’s emotional brand attachment, staff service involvement, and the 
moderating effect of charismatic leadership on the brand orientation behavior–organizational 
performance relationship using data obtained from the representatives of 301 nonprofit 
organizations in the United Kingdom. On a general level, the findings suggest that staff 
emotional brand attachment and staff service involvement are linked to brand orientation and 
organizational performance. Moreover, charismatic leadership increases the strength of this 
linkage. All of these findings extend the literature on internal branding.  
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PLOS Currents: Disasters 
[Accessed 28 March 2015] 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
The Hospital Incident Command System: Modified Model for Hospitals in Iran 
March 27, 2015 · Brief Incident Report  
Introduction: Effectiveness of hospital management of disasters requires a well-defined and 
rehearsed system. The Hospital Incident Command System (HICS), as a standardized method 
for command and control, was established in Iranian hospitals, but it has performed fairly 
during disaster exercises. This paper describes the process for, and modifications to HICS 
undertaken to optimize disaster management in hospitals in Iran. 
Methods: In 2013, a group of 11 subject matter experts participated in an expert consensus 
modified Delphi to develop modifications to the 2006 version of HICS. 
Results: The following changes were recommended by the expert panel and subsequently 
implemented: 1) A Quality Control Officer was added to the Command group; 2) Security was 
defined as a new section; 3) Infrastructure and Business Continuity Branches were moved from 
the Operations Section to the Logistics and the Administration Sections, respectively; and 4) the 
Planning Section was merged within the Finance/Administration Section. 
Conclusion: An expert consensus group developed a modified HICS that is more feasible to 
implement given the managerial organization of hospitals in Iran. This new model may enhance 
hospital performance in managing disasters. Additional studies are needed to test the feasibility 
and efficacy of the modified HICS in Iran, both during simulations and actual disasters. This 
process may be a useful model for other countries desiring to improve disaster incident 
management systems for their hospitals.  
An Analysis of Cesarean Section and Emergency Hernia Ratios as Markers of Surgical 
Capacity in Low-Income Countries Affected by Humanitarian Emergencies from 
2008 – 2014 at Médecins sans Frontières Operations Centre Brussels Projects 
March 27, 2015 · Research article  
Background: Surgical capacity assessments in low-income countries have demonstrated critical 
deficiencies. Though vital for planning capacity improvements, these assessments are resource 
intensive and impractical during the planning phase of a humanitarian crisis. This study aimed 
to determine cesarean sections to total operations performed (CSR) and emergency 
herniorrhaphies to all herniorrhaphies performed (EHR) ratios from Médecins Sans Frontières 
Operations Centre Brussels (MSF-OCB) projects and examine if these established metrics are 
useful proxies for surgical capacity in low-income countries affected by crisis. 
Methods: All procedures performed in MSF-OCB operating theatres from July 2008 through June 
2014 were reviewed. Projects providing only specialty care, not fully operational or not offering 
elective surgeries were excluded. Annual CSRs and EHRs were calculated for each project. Their 
relationship was assessed with linear regression. 
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Results: After applying the exclusion criteria, there were 47,472 cases performed at 13 sites in 
8 countries. There were 13,939 CS performed (29% of total cases). Of the 4,632 
herniorrhaphies performed (10% of total cases), 30% were emergency procedures. CSRs 
ranged from 0.06 to 0.65 and EHRs ranged from 0.03 to 1.0. Linear regression of annual ratios 
at each project did not demonstrate statistical evidence for the CSR to predict EHR 
[F(2,30)=2.34, p=0.11, R2=0.11]. The regression equation was: EHR = 0.25 + 0.52(CSR) + 
0.10(reason for MSF-OCB assistance).  
Conclusion: Surgical humanitarian assistance projects operate in areas with critical surgical 
capacity deficiencies that are further disrupted by crisis. Rapid, accurate assessments of surgical 
capacity are necessary to plan cost- and clinically-effective humanitarian responses to baseline 
and acute unmet surgical needs in LICs affected by crisis. Though CSR and EHR may meet 
these criteria in ‘steady-state’ healthcare systems, they may not be useful during humanitarian 
emergencies. Further study of the relationship between direct surgical capacity improvements 
and these ratios is necessary to document their role in humanitarian settings.  
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Editorial 
Testing and Treating the Missing Millions with Tuberculosis 
Madhukar Pai, Puneet Dewan  
Published: March 24, 2015 
DOI: 10.1371/journal.pmed.1001805  
[No abstract] 
Policy Forum 
Strengthening the Detection of and Early Response to Public Health Emergencies: 
Lessons from the West African Ebola Epidemic 
Mark J. Siedner, Lawrence O. Gostin, Hilarie H. Cranmer, John D. Kraemer  
Published: March 24, 2015 
DOI: 10.1371/journal.pmed.1001804  
Summary Points 
:: The international response to the West African Ebola virus disease epidemic has exemplified 
the great potential of the global public health community. However, the protracted early 
response also revealed critical gaps, which likely resulted in exacerbation of the epidemic. 
:: It is incumbent on international health partners to learn from missteps that occurred in the 
early stages of the epidemic and strengthen our public health capacity to better respond to 
future public health emergencies. 
:: Strategies to consider include development of a more precise system to risk stratify 
geographic settings susceptible to disease outbreaks, reconsideration of the 2005 International 
Health Regulations Criteria to allow for earlier responses to localized epidemics before they 
reach epidemic proportions, increasing the flexibility of the World Health Organization director 
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general to characterize epidemics with more granularity, development of guidelines for best 
practices to promote partnership with local stakeholders and identify locally acceptable 
response strategies, and, most importantly, making good on international commitments to 
establish a fund for public health emergency preparedness and response. 
:: The recent success of the global action to stem the Ebola virus disease epidemic is laudable 
but should not encourage complacency in our efforts to improve the global public health 
infrastructure. 
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Geographic Distribution and Mortality Risk Factors during the Cholera Outbreak in a 
Rural Region of Haiti, 2010-2011  
Anne-Laure Page, Iza Ciglenecki, Ernest Robert Jasmin, Laurence Desvignes, Francesco 
Grandesso, Jonathan Polonsky, Sarala Nicholas, Kathryn P. Alberti, Klaudia Porten, Francisco J. 
Luquero  
Research Article | published 26 Mar 2015 | PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
10.1371/journal.pntd.0003605 
Abstract 
Background 
In 2010 and 2011, Haiti was heavily affected by a large cholera outbreak that spread 
throughout the country. Although national health structure-based cholera surveillance was 
rapidly initiated, a substantial number of community cases might have been missed, particularly 
in remote areas. We conducted a community-based survey in a large rural, mountainous area 
across four districts of the Nord department including areas with good versus poor accessibility 
by road, and rapid versus delayed response to the outbreak to document the true cholera 
burden and assess geographic distribution and risk factors for cholera mortality. 
Methodology/Principal Findings 
A two-stage, household-based cluster survey was conducted in 138 clusters of 23 households in 
four districts of the Nord Department from April 22nd to May 13th 2011. A total of 3,187 
households and 16,900 individuals were included in the survey, of whom 2,034 (12.0%) 
reported at least one episode of watery diarrhea since the beginning of the outbreak. The two 
more remote districts, Borgne and Pilate were most affected with attack rates up to 16.2%, and 
case fatality rates up to 15.2% as compared to the two more accessible districts. Care seeking 
was also less frequent in the more remote areas with as low as 61.6% of reported patients 
seeking care. Living in remote areas was found as a risk factor for mortality together with older 
age, greater severity of illness and not seeking care. 
Conclusions/Significance 
These results highlight important geographical disparities and demonstrate that the epidemic 
caused the highest burden both in terms of cases and deaths in the most remote areas, where 
up to 5% of the population may have died during the first months of the epidemic. Adapted 
strategies are needed to rapidly provide treatment as well as prevention measures in remote 
communities. 
Author Summary 
In October 2010, a large cholera outbreak was declared in Haiti and rapidly spread throughout 
the country, quickly overwhelming the existing health system. Specialized treatment structures 
were opened rapidly, generally in cities or large villages, and decentralized treatment units or 
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rehydration points were gradually opened later on. To gain insight into the true burden of the 
cholera outbreak in the community and on potential geographical differences due to 
accessibility, we conducted a survey in April–May 2011 in a large rural area across four 
mountainous districts in the Nord department. We interviewed 3,187 households, corresponding 
to 16,900 individuals, of whom 2,034 (12%) had had diarrhea, probably cholera, since the 
beginning of the outbreak. The two most remote districts showed higher proportions of 
population affected by the disease, up to 16.2%, and higher proportions of deaths among 
patients with probable cholera, up to 15.2%, than the two districts with better accessibility. 
Remote populations, older patients, severe cases and those not seeking care were at increased 
risk of dying of the disease. These results show the very high burden of the cholera outbreak in 
remote areas, emphasizing the need to develop strategies to rapidly provide treatment and 
prevention measures in remote communities. 
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Abstract 
Filoviruses cause hemorrhagic fever resulting in significant morbidity and mortality in humans. 
Several vaccine platforms that include multiple virus-vectored approaches and virus-like 
particles (VLPs) have shown efficacy in nonhuman primates. Previous studies have shown 
protection of cynomolgus macaques against homologous infection for Ebola virus (EBOV) and 
Marburg virus (MARV) following a three-dose vaccine regimen of EBOV or MARV VLPs, as well 
as heterologous protection against Ravn Virus (RAVV) following vaccination with MARV VLPs. 
The objectives of the current studies were to determine the minimum number of vaccine doses 
required for protection (using EBOV as the test system) and then demonstrate protection 
against Sudan virus (SUDV) and Taï Forest virus (TAFV). Using the EBOV nonhuman primate 
model, we show that one or two doses of VLP vaccine can confer protection from lethal 
infection. VLPs containing the SUDV glycoprotein, nucleoprotein and VP40 matrix protein 
provide complete protection against lethal SUDV infection in macaques. Finally, we demonstrate 
protective efficacy mediated by EBOV, but not SUDV, VLPs against TAFV; this is the first 
demonstration of complete cross-filovirus protection using a single component heterologous 
vaccine within the Ebolavirus genus. Along with our previous results, this observation provides 
strong evidence that it will be possible to develop and administer a broad-spectrum VLP-based 
vaccine that will protect against multiple filoviruses by combining only three EBOV, SUDV and 
MARV components.  
Research Article 
Linking Human Health and Livestock Health: A “One-Health” Platform for Integrated 
Analysis of Human Health, Livestock Health, and Economic Welfare in Livestock 
Dependent Communities 
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Bigogo, Robert F. Breiman, Guy H. Palmer, Terry F. McElwain  
Published: March 23, 2015 
DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0120761  
Abstract 
Background 
For most rural households in sub-Saharan Africa, healthy livestock play a key role in averting 
the burden associated with zoonotic diseases, and in meeting household nutritional and socio-
economic needs. However, there is limited understanding of the complex nutritional, socio-
economic, and zoonotic pathways that link livestock health to human health and welfare. Here 
we describe a platform for integrated human health, animal health and economic welfare 
analysis designed to address this challenge. We provide baseline epidemiological data on 
disease syndromes in humans and the animals they keep, and provide examples of relationships 
between human health, animal health and household socio-economic status. 
Method 
We designed a study to obtain syndromic disease data in animals along with economic and 
behavioral information for 1500 rural households in Western Kenya already participating in a 
human syndromic disease surveillance study. Data collection started in February 2013, and each 
household is visited bi-weekly and data on four human syndromes (fever, jaundice, diarrhea 
and respiratory illness) and nine animal syndromes (death, respiratory, reproductive, 
musculoskeletal, nervous, urogenital, digestive, udder disorders, and skin disorders in cattle, 
sheep, goats and chickens) are collected. Additionally, data from a comprehensive socio-
economic survey is collected every 3 months in each of the study households. 
Findings 
Data from the first year of study showed 93% of the households owned at least one form of 
livestock (55%, 19%, 41% and 88% own cattle, sheep, goats and chickens respectively). 
Digestive disorders, mainly diarrhea episodes, were the most common syndromes observed in 
cattle, goats and sheep, accounting for 56% of all livestock syndromes, followed by respiratory 
illnesses (18%). In humans, respiratory illnesses accounted for 54% of all illnesses reported, 
followed by acute febrile illnesses (40%) and diarrhea illnesses (5%). While controlling for 
household size, the incidence of human illness increased 1.31-fold for every 10 cases of animal 
illness or death observed (95% CI 1.16–1.49). Access and utilization of animal source foods 
such as milk and eggs were positively associated with the number of cattle and chickens owned 
by the household. Additionally, health care seeking was correlated with household incomes and 
wealth, which were in turn correlated with livestock herd size. 
Conclusion 
This study platform provides a unique longitudinal dataset that allows for the determination and 
quantification of linkages between human and animal health, including the impact of healthy 
animals on human disease averted, malnutrition, household educational attainment, and income 
levels. 
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Building Health Care System Capacity to Respond to Disasters: Successes and 
Challenges of Disaster Preparedness Health Care Coalitions 
Lauren Walsha1 c1 id1, Hillary Craddocka1, Kelly Gulleya1, Kandra Strauss-Riggsa1 and 
Kenneth W. Schora1 
a1 National Center for Disaster Medicine and Public Health, Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences, Rockville, Maryland USA  
Abstract 
Introduction  
This research aimed to learn from the experiences of leaders of well-developed, disaster 
preparedness-focused health care coalitions (HCCs), both the challenges and the successes, for 
the purposes of identifying common areas for improvement and sharing “promising practices.” 
Hypothesis/Problem  
Little data have been collected regarding the successes and challenges of disaster 
preparedness-focused HCCs in augmenting health care system preparedness for disasters. 
Methods  
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with a sample of nine HCC leaders. Transcripts were 
analyzed qualitatively. 
Results  
The commonly noted benefits of HCCs were: community-wide and regional partnership building, 
providing an impartial forum for capacity building, sharing of education and training 
opportunities, staff- and resource-sharing, incentivizing the participation of clinical partners in 
preparedness activities, better communication with the public, and the ability to surge. 
Frequently noted challenges included: stakeholder engagement, staffing, funding, rural needs, 
cross-border partnerships, education and training, and grant requirements. Promising practices 
addressed: stakeholder engagement, communicating value and purpose, simplifying processes, 
formalizing connections, and incentivizing participation. 
Conclusions  
Strengthening HCCs and their underlying systems could lead to improved national resilience to 
disasters. However, despite many successes, coalition leaders are faced with obstacles that may 
preclude optimal system functioning. Additional research could: provide further insight 
regarding the benefit of HCCs to local communities, uncover obstacles that prohibit local 
disaster-response capacity building, and identify opportunities for an improved system capacity 
to respond to, and recover from, disasters. 
Brief Report 
Preparing for Euro 2012: Developing a Hazard Risk Assessment 
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Evan G. Wonga1, Tarek Razeka1, Artem Luhovya1, Irina Mogilevkinaa2, Yuriy Prudnikova2, 
Fedor Klimovitskiya2, Yuriy Yutovetsa2, Kosar A. Khwajaa1 and Dan L. Deckelbauma1 c1 
a1 Centre for Global Surgery, McGill University Health Centre, Montreal, Quebec, Canada  
a2 Donetsk Research and Development Institute of Traumatology and Orthopedics, Donetsk 
National Medical University, Donetsk, Ukraine  
Abstract 
Introduction  
Risk assessment is a vital step in the disaster-preparedness continuum as it is the foundation of 
subsequent phases, including mitigation, response, and recovery. 
Hypothesis/Problem To develop a risk assessment tool geared specifically towards the Union of 
European Football Associations (UEFA) Euro 2012. 
Methods  
In partnership with the Donetsk National Medical University, Donetsk Research and 
Development Institute of Traumatology and Orthopedics, Donetsk Regional Public Health 
Administration, and the Ministry of Emergency of Ukraine, a table-based tool was created, 
which, based on historical evidence, identifies relevant potential threats, evaluates their impacts 
and likelihoods on graded scales based on previous available data, identifies potential mitigating 
shortcomings, and recommends further mitigation measures. 
Results  
This risk assessment tool has been applied in the vulnerability-assessment-phase of the UEFA 
Euro 2012. Twenty-three sub-types of potential hazards were identified and analyzed. Ten 
specific hazards were recognized as likely to very likely to occur, including natural disasters, 
bombing and blast events, road traffic collisions, and disorderly conduct. Preventative 
measures, such as increased stadium security and zero tolerance for impaired driving, were 
recommended. Mitigating factors were suggested, including clear, incident-specific 
preparedness plans and enhanced inter-agency communication. 
Conclusion  
This hazard risk assessment tool is a simple aid in vulnerability assessment, essential for 
disaster preparedness and response, and may be applied broadly to future international events. 
Comprehensive Review 
Literature Review on Medical Incident Command 
Rune Rimstada1a2a3 c1 and Geir Sverre Brauta4a5 
a1 Department of Research and Development, Norwegian Air Ambulance Foundation, Drøbak, 
Norway  
a2 Department of Industrial Economics, Risk Management, and Planning, University of 
Stavanger, Stavanger, Norway  
a3 Medicine, Health, and Development, Oslo University Hospital, Oslo, Norway  
a4 Department of Research, Stavanger University Hospital, Stavanger, Norway  
a5 Stord Haugesund University College, Haugesund, Norway  
Abstract 
Introduction  
It is not known what constitutes the optimal emergency management system, nor is there a 
consensus on how effectiveness and efficiency in emergency response should be measured or 
evaluated. Literature on the role and tasks of commanders in the prehospital emergency 
services in the setting of mass-casualty incidents has not been summarized and published. 
Problem  
This comprehensive literature review addresses some of the needs for future research in 
emergency management through three research questions: (1) What are the basic assumptions 

https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614158&fulltextType=BT&fileId=S1049023X15000096#aff1
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614158&fulltextType=BT&fileId=S1049023X15000096#aff1
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614158&fulltextType=BT&fileId=S1049023X15000096#aff1
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614158&fulltextType=BT&fileId=S1049023X15000096#aff2
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614158&fulltextType=BT&fileId=S1049023X15000096#aff2
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614158&fulltextType=BT&fileId=S1049023X15000096#aff2
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614158&fulltextType=BT&fileId=S1049023X15000096#aff2
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614158&fulltextType=BT&fileId=S1049023X15000096#aff1
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614158&fulltextType=BT&fileId=S1049023X15000096#aff1
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614158&fulltextType=BT&fileId=S1049023X15000096#cor1
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614152&fulltextType=RV&fileId=S1049023X15000035
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614152&fulltextType=RV&fileId=S1049023X15000035#aff1
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614152&fulltextType=RV&fileId=S1049023X15000035#aff1
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614152&fulltextType=RV&fileId=S1049023X15000035#aff3
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614152&fulltextType=RV&fileId=S1049023X15000035#cor1
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614152&fulltextType=RV&fileId=S1049023X15000035#aff4
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9614152&fulltextType=RV&fileId=S1049023X15000035#aff4


underlying incident command systems (ICSs)? (2) What are the tasks of ambulance and 
medical commanders in the field? And (3) How can field commanders’ performances be 
measured and assessed? 
Methods  
A systematic literature search in MEDLINE, PubMed, PsycINFO, Embase, Cochrane Central 
Register of Controlled Trials, Cochrane Library, ISI Web of Science, Scopus, International 
Security & Counter Terrorism Reference Center, Current Controlled Trials, and PROSPERO 
covering January 1, 1990 through March 1, 2014 was conducted. Reference lists of included 
literature were hand searched. Included papers were analyzed using Framework synthesis. 
Results  
The literature search identified 6,049 unique records, of which, 76 articles and books where 
included in qualitative synthesis. Most ICSs are described commonly as hierarchical, 
bureaucratic, and based on military principles. These assumptions are contested strongly, as is 
the applicability of such systems. Linking of the chains of command in cooperating agencies is a 
basic difficulty. Incident command systems are flexible in the sense that the organization may 
be expanded as needed. Commanders may command by direction, by planning, or by influence. 
Commanders’ tasks may be summarized as: conducting scene assessment, developing an action 
plan, distributing resources, monitoring operations, and making decisions. There is considerable 
variation between authors in nomenclature and what tasks are included or highlighted. There 
are no widely acknowledged measurement tools of commanders’ performances, though several 
performance indicators have been suggested. 
Conclusion  
The competence and experience of the commanders, upon which an efficient ICS has to rely, 
cannot be compensated significantly by plans and procedures, or even by guidance from 
superior organizational elements such as coordination centers. This study finds that neither a 
certain system or structure, or a specific set of plans, are better than others, nor can it conclude 
what system prerequisites are necessary or sufficient for efficient incident management. 
Commanders need to be sure about their authority, responsibility, and the functional demands 
posed upon them. 
Comprehensive Review 
A Literature Review of Medical Record Keeping by Foreign Medical Teams in Sudden 
Onset Disasters 
Anisa J. N. Jafara1 c1, Ian Nortona2, Fiona Leckya3 and Anthony D. Redmonda1 
a1 HCRI, Ellen Wilkinson Building, University of Manchester, Manchester, United Kingdom  
a2 National Critical Care and Trauma Response Center, Darwin, Australia  
a3 EMRiS Group, ScHARR, Sheffield, United Kingdom  
Abstract 
Background Medical records are a tenet of good medical practice and provide one method of 
communicating individual follow-up arrangements, informing research data, and documenting 
medical intervention. 
Methods The objective of this review was to look at one source (the published literature) of 
medical records used by foreign medical teams (FMTs) in sudden onset disasters (SODs). The 
published literature was searched systematically for evidence of what medical records have 
been used by FMTs in SODs. 
Findings The style and content of medical records kept by FMTs in SODs varied widely 
according to the published literature. Similarly, there was great variability in practice as to what 
happens to the record and/or the data from the record following its use during a patient 
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encounter. However, there was a paucity of published work comprehensively detailing the exact 
content of records used. 
Interpretation Without standardization of the content of medical records kept by FMTs in SODs, 
it is difficult to ensure robust follow-up arrangements are documented. This may hinder 
communication between different FMTs and local medical teams (LMTs)/other FMTs who may 
then need to provide follow-up care for an individual. Furthermore, without a standard method 
of reporting data, there is an inaccurate picture of the work carried out. Therefore, there is not 
a solid evidence base for improving the quality of future response to SODs. Further research 
targeting FMTs and LMTs directly is essential to inform any development of an internationally 
agreed minimum data set (MDS), for both recording and reporting, in order that FMTs can 
reach the World Health Organization (WHO) standards for FMT practice. 
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Public Health: Beyond the Role of the State 
Angus Dawson* 
University of Birmingham, UK 
Marcel Verweij 
Wageningen University, The Netherlands 
Extract 
    Most of the papers in this issue of Public Health Ethics—more generally a large part of 
academic work in our field—are concerned with ethical problems of disease prevention and 
health promotion activities within nation states. Such discussions often involve reflection on the 
exact obligations of governments and public health officials acting on behalf of the state while 
pursuing these ends. In liberal approaches to such discussions, it is common to see a minimal 
role for the state and a focus on promoting the freedom and responsibility of individual citizens. 
Indeed, some choose to see public health ethics as being centrally about the conflict between 
individuals and the state (Holland, 2007; Nuffield Council on Bioethics 2007; Krebs 2008). In 
various places we have argued that public health ethics should not be conceptualized as being 
centred on conflicts between individual liberty and the responsibility of the state to protect 
health (Dawson 2010; Dawson 2011; Verweij & Dawson 2013, Verweij 2014). In this editorial, 
we suggest that we can see another problem that arises from the individual-vs-state way of 
structuring such discussions. Public health as an activity goes beyond the role of the state.  
   Some may argue that public health necessarily involves state action (Rothstein, 2002). This 
makes some sense, as it is certainly true that many interventions to protect health involve the 
exertion of power over citizens or even coercive policies, through, for example, the enforcement 
of legislation. In a previous paper, we have taken and argued for a broader view of public 
health, legitimate public health activity and public health ethics (Verweij and Dawson, 2007).  
There we argued that public health ought to be seen as involving collective interventions to 
protect and promote population health… 
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In Depth 
Infectious Diseases 
A reassuring snapshot of Ebola 
Gretchen Vogel 
Summary 
As Ebola has taken its horrific toll across West Africa, passing from person to person in its 
longest known chains of human infections, researchers worried the virus might mutate to 
become even more threatening. New viral genome data from Mali suggest a glimmer of good 
news: The Ebola virus that infected eight people there in October and November had not 
changed significantly from the one that infected people at the beginning of the known outbreak, 
back in March 2014. Diagnostic tests, experimental antibody-based treatments, and potential 
vaccines for Ebola are all developed based on the virus's recent sequence. If it were to change 
too much, cases could go unrecognized, and treatments and vaccines could become ineffective. 
Mutations might even lead to more dramatic symptoms or allow the virus to pass from person 
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to person more easily. But genome sequences of four recent Ebola virus samples suggest that 
the virus, so far, has remained fairly stable.  
In Depth 
Social Sciences 
Measuring child abuse's legacy 
Emily Underwood 
Summary 
The notion that victims of physical abuse as kids are more likely to abuse their own children, 
often described as the "cycle of violence," is widely held but sparsely documented. Now, the 
first large, longitudinal study to track how victims of child abuse treat their own children has 
found little evidence of a cycle of violence, but suggests that sexual abuse and neglect may 
indeed be passed down the generations. The study, published this week in Science, also makes 
a controversial claim: that heightened surveillance of families with a history of abuse may have 
biased some studies taken as evidence for the cycle of violence.  
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Intergenerational transmission of child abuse and neglect: Real or detection bias? 
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Abstract 
The literature has been contradictory regarding whether parents who were abused as children 
have a greater tendency to abuse their own children. A prospective 30-year follow-up study 
interviewed individuals with documented histories of childhood abuse and neglect and matched 
comparisons and a subset of their children. The study assessed maltreatment based on child 
protective service (CPS) agency records and reports by parents, nonparents, and offspring. The 
extent of the intergenerational transmission of abuse and neglect depended in large part on the 
source of the information used. Individuals with histories of childhood abuse and neglect have 
higher rates of being reported to CPS for child maltreatment but do not self-report more 
physical and sexual abuse than matched comparisons. Offspring of parents with histories of 
childhood abuse and neglect are more likely to report sexual abuse and neglect and that CPS 
was concerned about them at some point in their lives. The strongest evidence for the 
intergenerational transmission of maltreatment indicates that offspring are at risk for childhood 
neglect and sexual abuse, but detection or surveillance bias may account for the greater 
likelihood of CPS reports.  
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