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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad themes is 
a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not intended 
to be a "news and events" digest. 
  
 
::::::: 
 
Poland agrees to pay 2 victims of CIA rendition 
Henry Foy, Central Europe Correspondent 
Financial Times, Last updated: February 18, 2015 6:23 pm 

http://ge2p2-center.net/
http://ge2p2-center.net/
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/9ff5cce0-b76a-11e4-981d-00144feab7de.html#axzz3SCwSFIbY


    Poland will be the first country to pay damages for participating in the US Central 
Intelligence Agency’s secret rendition programme after its was found to have hosted a facility 
used for illegal rendition and interrogation. 
   The country will pay €230,000 in compensation to two terror suspects held at a CIA site in 
Poland between 2002 and 2003, the first state-level fine in relation to the programme set up by 
the US to increase counter-terrorism activity after the September 11 attacks. 
   Politicians in Poland, an important US ally, have admitted that the country did host a CIA 
“black site”, but a six-year long domestic investigation into the facility has so far failed to 
provide any judgments. 
Grzegorz Schetyna, foreign minister, said on Wednesday that Poland would accept the ruling of 
the European Court of Human Rights ordering it to pay the former detainees. 
   “We will abide by this ruling because we are a law-abiding country,” Mr Schetyna told local 
radio. “It is a question of the coming weeks, a month.” 
   Last July, the European court ruled Poland had violated the rights of Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri 
and Abu Zubaydah in permitting the CIA to imprison them in the country. 
   After the two men subsequently sued the country, the court also ordered Poland to pay 
compensation. That ruling was appealed but upheld this week. 
   Both men are currently being held at the US military detention centre in Guantánamo Bay, 
Cuba, raising potential issues with how they will be paid. 
   “There is a question with how the money will be spent, whether we will pay them directly,” 
said Mr Schetyna.  
   The court ordered Poland to pay €130,000 to Mr Zubaydah and €100,000 to al-Nashiri, who 
has been charged with organising the 2000 attack on the USS Cole that killed 17 American 
seamen. 
   Other European countries such as Italy, Lithuania, Macedonia and Romania have either 
admitted their role or been found to have participated in elements of the CIA programme. 
   Poland’s own investigation into the detention centre has rumbled on since 2008 with little 
visible progress…. 
 
European Court of Human Rights : Information Note on the Court’s case-law 
No. 176  July 2014 
Extraordinary rendition to CIA of suspected  terrorist facing capital charges: violation 
Al Nashiri v. Poland - 28761/11 
Judgment 24.7.2014 [Section IV 
[See pdf below, Article 3, page 13 for overview of the facts of the case, decision inventory and 
rationales.] 
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/CLIN_2014_07_176_ENG.pdf 
 
::::::: 
 
Leaders from around the world are “All In” to end the AIDS epidemic among 
adolescents 
UNAIDS, UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO, PEPFAR, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria, the MTV Staying Alive Foundation and youth movements represented by PACT and Y+ 
join President Uhuru Kenyatta to launch All In, a new platform for action against the adolescent 
AIDS epidemic. 

http://www.ft.com/topics/organisations/Central_Intelligence_Agency
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/CLIN_2014_07_176_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/CLIN_2014_07_176_ENG.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2015/february/20150217_PR_all-in
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2015/february/20150217_PR_all-in


   NAIROBI, 17 February 2015—While major advances have been made in almost every area of 
the response to HIV, progress for adolescents is falling behind, said leaders in the global 
response to end the AIDS epidemic. 
   AIDS has become the leading cause of death for adolescents in Africa and the second leading 
cause of death among adolescents globally. Just one in four children and adolescents under the 
age of 15 have access to life-saving antiretroviral treatment. Deaths are declining in all age 
groups, except among 10–19 year olds. 
   New HIV infections among adolescents are not declining as quickly as among other age 
groups. Adolescent girls, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, are most affected. In South Africa in 
2013, more than 860 girls became infected with HIV every week, compared to 170 boys. 
   To address this inequity, UNAIDS, UNICEF and partners have launched All In, a 
new platform for action to drive better results for adolescents by encouraging 
strategic changes in policy and engaging more young people in the effort. 
   Leaders from around the world met today in Nairobi, Kenya, where President Uhuru Kenyatta 
launched the new platform, which will help address one of the most pressing gaps in the AIDS 
response.  
   “By including adolescents in decision-making processes that have a direct effect on their lives, 
this initiative will be a catalyst for change,” said President Kenyatta. “Kenya is proud to support 
this new initiative.” 
   All In focuses on four key action areas: engaging, mobilizing and empowering adolescents as 
leaders and actors of social change; improving data collection to better inform programming; 
encouraging innovative approaches to reach adolescents with essential HIV services adapted to 
their needs; and placing adolescent HIV firmly on political agendas to spur concrete action and 
mobilize resources…. 
 
WHO supports global “All In” initiative for adolescents living with HIV 
February 2015 -- WHO joined global agencies and leaders to launch the "All In" initiative that 
aims to prioritize and scale up HIV services for adolescents. There are over 2 million 
adolescents living with HIV/AIDS, which is a leading cause of death among this population 
group.  
 
::::::: 
 
World Day of Social Justice 2015 
“There is no inevitability, no excuse: Forced labour can be stopped”  
ILO Director-General Guy Ryder vows ILO leadership in fight against forced labour on World 
Day of Social Justice. 
International Labour Organization   
Statement | 20 February 2015  
   World Day of Social Justice should galvanize action against poverty and social exclusion. Work 
done in conditions of freedom, equity, security and human dignity – decent work - is a key to 
inclusion and it is a conduit of social justice. Yet the global situation gives cause for grave 
concern.  
   The economic gap continues to widen, with the richest 10 per cent earning 30 to 40 per cent 
of total income while the poorest 10 per cent earn between 2 and 7 per cent.  
   In 2013, 939 million workers – 26.7 per cent of total employment, were still coping on US$2 a 
day or less. Millions of young people facing a future of unemployment or working poverty are 
losing hope in promises of economic and social progress.  

http://allintoendadolescentaids.org/
http://www.who.int/entity/hiv/en/index.html
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/who-we-are/ilo-director-general/statements-and-speeches/WCMS_345645/lang--en/index.htm


   The situation is aggravated by the widespread absence of basic social protection. Millions of 
people are subjected to unacceptable conditions of work and the denial of fundamental rights.  
   This year, the UN is putting the spotlight on human trafficking and modern slavery – a 
fundamental right and freedom denied.  
   Today, about 21 million women, men and children are forced to work under inhuman 
conditions on farms, in sweatshops, on board fishing vessels, in the sex industry or in private 
homes. Their sweat generates US$ 150 billion in illegal profits annually.  
   Women and children are particularly at risk of being abducted and sold into slavery in times 
of violent conflict. In some instances, forced labour keeps entire families and communities in 
abject poverty for generations.  
   There is growing recognition that the situation must change and good experience in 
documenting and tackling forced labour is accumulating.  
   Ending forced labour calls for integrated approaches. Governments, employers and their 
organizations, trade unions and civil society organizations, each have a role to play in 
protecting, defending and empowering those who are vulnerable, as well as creating 
opportunities for decent work for all. 
   The 2014 Protocol to the ILO Forced Labour Convention (No. 29)  sets out preventive 
measures that can be taken and also calls on governments to ensure that victims of forced 
labour have access to effective remedies, such as compensation.  
   There is no inevitability, no excuse: with commitment and the right policies and institutions, 
forced labour can be stopped. Let us forge alliances to make this a reality 
Today the ILO recommits to working for social justice through the world of work.  
:: ILO topic portal on forced labour  
 
::::::: 
 
IMO Secretary-General reiterates need to address unsafe migration by sea 
International Maritime Organization   
Secretary-General Sekimizu calls for action to address criminals who organize illegal and 
unregulated sea passage by migrants, putting thousands of lives at risk.  
16/02/2015  
     Following the events of recent days in which more than 2000 migrants were rescued from 
the Mediterranean Sea and several hundred lost their lives, International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) Secretary-General Koji Sekimizu today (Monday 16 February) called for more concerted 
action to address the issue of criminals who organize illegal and unregulated sea passage by 
migrants, putting thousands of lives at risk.    
   “We do not seek to prevent migration. People have the human right to migrate. But it is time 
to stop illegal, unregulated passage arranged by people smugglers. Not only do they put the 
lives of the migrants in danger, they also endanger the rescue services and merchant shipping 
which take part in the rescue operations. Something needs to be done against the smugglers or 
the situation will not improve. It is placing an intolerable strain on rescue services and on 
merchant vessels,” Mr. Sekimizu said…. 
   …“This is a serious issue for IMO and a humanitarian tragedy. There is a strong tradition of 
search and rescue at sea and this will continue but the search and rescue services provided by 
a number of countries are overstretched. Even with the contribution of the Italian Navy and 
Italian Coast Guard, more than 600 merchant ships were diverted last year to go to the support 
of persons in distress at sea. This is beyond acceptable limits and without the Italian efforts 
many more would have died. The efforts of Italian rescuers – and others – are greatly 

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:P029
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.imo.org/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/03-migrants-SG.aspx


appreciated but we have reached the point where we need to focus more effort on the 
prevention side.”  
   IMO will host an inter-agency meeting on the Travelling of Migrants by Sea on 4 March 2015, 
with the expected participation of the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), Interpol and other organizations and members of the Global Migration Group as well 
as interested Member States and shipping industry bodies. The high-level inter-agency meeting 
will develop potential ways forward both by individual agencies and through the Global 
Migration Group.  
 
::::::: 
 
Youth & Consequences: Unemployment, Injustice and Violence - Afghanistan, 
Colombia, Somalia 
Mercy Corps 
February 2015 :: 60 pages 
pdf: 
https://www.mercycorps.org/sites/default/files/MercyCorps_YouthConsequencesReport_2015.p
df 
   Our new report…tackles some of the most persistent assumptions driving youth programming 
in fragile states. Drawing on interviews and surveys with youth in Afghanistan, Colombia and 
Somalia, we find the principal drivers of political violence are rooted not in poverty, but in 
experiences of injustice: discrimination, corruption and abuse by security forces.  
   In light of these findings, many familiar approaches — vocational training programs, for 
instance, and civic engagement — are unlikely, in isolation, to have much effect on stability. We 
need a new approach, one that tackles the sources of instability, not just the symptoms. 
   In addition to documenting our findings, and the risks of getting youth development wrong, 
this report provides recommendations for getting youth-focused programming right, including: 
:: End siloed, single-sector programming, and support multi-sectoral, multi-year programs that 
create systems within which youth can thrive; 
:: Target the most vulnerable youth – and be vigilant about ensuring programs don’t just reach 
privileged youth in urban centers; 
:: Shape future "countering violent extremism" (CVE) strategies through rigorous, iterative 
analyses of the political, social and economic factors that drive youth to support political 
violence; and 
:: Increase investments in two-track governance programs that connect youth "voices" with 
meaningful reforms on issues of corruption, predatory justice systems and exclusive governance 
structures. 
 
[Excerpt from press release] 
   …With more than half the world’s population under 30 and 300,000 child soldiers fighting in 
conflicts around the globe, Mercy Corps urges the international community to reevaluate its 
collective approach to deterring youth from engaging in political violence…. 
   “With youth forming the backbone of many paramilitary and terrorist organizations, efforts by 
the Obama Administration and others to counter violent extremism must recognize the critical 
importance of addressing the underlying grievances driving young people to join these groups,” 
says Neal Keny-Guyer, Chief Executive Officer of Mercy Corps. “The Administration’s renewed 

https://www.mercycorps.org/research-resources/youth-consequences-unemployment-injustice-and-violence?source=WOW00088&utm_source=release&utm_medium=media%20relations&utm_campaign=youth%20conflict%20report
https://www.mercycorps.org/sites/default/files/MercyCorps_YouthConsequencesReport_2015.pdf
https://www.mercycorps.org/sites/default/files/MercyCorps_YouthConsequencesReport_2015.pdf


focus on approaches to preventing violence presents a golden opportunity for the U.S. to invest 
wisely and appropriately in adolescents living in fragile states.” 
 
::::::: 
 
From a Whisper to a Shout: A Call to End Violence against Children in Alternative 
Care 
SOS Children’s Villages International, University of Bedfordshire 
2014 :: 72 pages 
[From Executive Summary] 
   …This report draws on evidence from an extensive global literature review, and assessments 
of the implementation of the Guidelines (UN-endorsed Guidelines for the Alternative Care of 
Children) in 21 countries around the world. It makes bold claims about high levels of 
vulnerability and risk of violence facing children in alternative care, but concludes that violence 
is not inevitable, and with an emphasis on providing quality care it is possible to mitigate the 
risks of harm for all children. 
 
KEY FINDINGS 
:: Effective implementation of the Guidelines and quality care reduce children’s vulnerability to 
violence. 
:: Competent oversights and independent complaints mechanisms reduce the risk of violence 
against children. 
:: Systematic collection and analysis of data is critical to designing and implementing effective 
systems to protect children. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
   Preventing and responding to violence against children in alternative care is a shared 
responsibility. While states bear the primary responsibility to implement protective measures to 
prevent violence, all stakeholders – international and regional organisations, donors, NGOs, care 
providers, civil society, the private sector, communities, families, and children and young people 
– must be empowered to work together to hold states accountable and to do everything 
possible to protect children. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO STATES: 
1. States should strengthen national legislation and policy to ensure that there are specific 
provisions against violence in all forms of alternative care. 
   Legislation should address all forms of abuse and neglect; harmful institutional practice that  
could include abusive forms of discipline or control; and peer violence. 
2. States should ensure that removal of a child from the care of the family is viewed “as a 
measure of last resort … and for the shortest possible duration” (§14). 
   States should invest in preventive services, including family strengthening and capacity 
building to assist parents to care for and protect their children. In situations of violence and 
abuse, sanctions should be directed at the perpetrators rather than automatically removing 
children for protective purposes. 
3. States should improve their ability and the capacity of their competent authorities to monitor 
the quality of alternative care provision. 
   This includes providing sufficient standards and guidelines to ensure that any monitoring is 
based on valid criteria; adequate resources to ensure authorities have the practical tools to fulfil  

http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/insights/publications/research/from-a-whsiper-to-a-shout-a-call-to-end-violence-a
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/insights/publications/research/from-a-whsiper-to-a-shout-a-call-to-end-violence-a
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/getmedia/23004818-24b0-4b17-8470-8cc855c1949f/SOSpublication-Guidelines-AlternativeCare.pdf?ext=.pdf
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/getmedia/23004818-24b0-4b17-8470-8cc855c1949f/SOSpublication-Guidelines-AlternativeCare.pdf?ext=.pdf


their responsibilities, including the capacity to elicit the views of children; and the necessary  
follow-up mechanisms with the power to impose sanctions on alternative care provision that 
fails to meet standards. 
4. States should assume their primary role as the coordinator of alternative care provision with 
all other stakeholders. 
   States have a primary role as coordinators or alternative care provision to ensure that 
alternative care providers within the care system provide a range of suitable alternative care 
options, fulfil their obligations to provide independent reporting mechanisms, and ensure  
meaningful child participation (see below). 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO ALTERNATIVE CARE PROVIDERS/ CARE SYSTEM (STATE AND NON-
STATE): 
1. Alternative care providers should ensure that specialist services are available for families and  
children that experience violence, and that their services constitute quality care. 
  These services should be both preventive – to avoid removing the child from the family 
environment – and rehabilitative – to ensure that children and their families that have 
experienced violence are provided with the support to heal. 
2. Alternative care providers should ensure that they develop adequate, independent and 
confidential mechanisms for children and others to report violence in alternative care. 
   Reporting mechanisms are essential to ensure that children do not suffer in silence and that  
violence is not perpetrated with impunity. Children should be provided with confidential support 
in order to report violence (or any other complaints) and adequate mechanisms to follow up on 
reports and protect children should be in place. 
3. Alternative care providers should take measures to ensure that all children and where 
appropriate their families are able to meaningfully participate in any decisions relating to 
alternative care placements. 
   Children should be empowered to participate according to their capacity in all decisions  
affecting their alternative care provision. Parents and other family members should be kept  
informed of decisions and where appropriate provided with the opportunity to participate in  
decision-making processes. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO ALL STAKEHOLDERS: 
1. All stakeholders should collaborate in collecting comprehensive data and expanding 
contributions to research on violence against children. 
  In particular, it is important to have information on the child population in alternative care, to 
ensure appropriate policies are in place and adequate resources are provided for their quality 
care. This also involves ensuring that children’s voices are heard in research into their  
experiences of violence, and are provided with opportunities to offer their own understandings  
and solutions. 
2. All stakeholders should contribute towards coordinated efforts to raise awareness and 
educate society on violence against children in alternative care. 
   This includes ensuring that children are informed that violence is not a necessary or  
legitimate element of alternative care: either as a form of discipline or control. It also means  
challenging levels of tolerance in society that allow violence against children to continue with 
impunity. 
 
CONCLUSION 



   This report stands as a testament to the violence suffered by children in alternative care. It 
finds that to the best of our knowledge, children in alternative care are vulnerable to violence, 
and that the systems in place to care for them put them at further risk of harm. 
   This report also stands witness to the great resilience of children; who with strength and 
dignity prevail in the most difficult circumstances, even without the necessary care and 
protection. 
   But it is also a call for change. With knowledge, political will and resources it is possible to 
change the experiences of children in alternative care, so that they receive the quality care they 
deserve. In doing so we meet our obligations to respect and protect their rights, but we also 
demonstrate our true measure, as societies that care for our most vulnerable. 
 
::::::: 
 
The Rockefeller Foundation, AUC and IFAD launch L4Ag (Leadership for Agriculture) 
Network 
African Ministers of Agriculture and Finance join hands to catalyze greater financial investment 
in Africa’s Agriculture sector. 
Press Release 
   Rome, Italy – February 15th, 2015 – The Rockefeller Foundation, the African Union 
Commission and the International Fund for Agriculture Development today launched the 
‘Leadership for Agriculture (L4Ag): The Network for African Ministers of Finance and Agriculture’ 
on the sidelines of this year’s International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)’s 
Governing Council Meeting. 
 
    L4Ag is an exclusive network of Africa’s ministers of finance and of agriculture who are 
coming together to provide leadership and strategic thinking to transform and energize Africa’s 
agricultural sector, to position it as a major contributor to economic growth across the 
continent.   
 
   Formed in early 2014, L4Ag aims to promote strategic networking amongst member ministers 
and stakeholders to increase commitment to investing in agriculture; enable members to share 
best practices in innovative success cases in Africa for replication in their respective countries; 
promote a structured approach to agriculture productivity across in Africa; encourage stronger 
accountability measures for agricultural productivity; and to transform the smallholder farm into 
a productive unit and the farmer into a businessperson.  
 
  The network was first convened by the Rockefeller Foundation at 2014’s Fin4Ag conference in 
Nairobi, together with the African Union Commission. It is open to membership by all of Africa’s 
Finance and Agriculture ministers, and currently has a growing membership led by the founding 
countries of Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and Equatorial Guinea. The network was 
joined by Ghana, Madagascar, Sudan and Chad at the launch, and together the ministers 
expressed confidence that it would catalyze the much needed development and investment in 
Africa’s agriculture. There was also representation from Mozambique, Angola and Zimbabwe. 
 
  “Across Africa, the majority of people depend on agriculture for their livelihoods, yet millions 
of smallholder farmers and their families remain trapped in poverty. Corporates and financial 
institutions shy away from making greater investments in the sector due to perceived risks,” 
said Mamadou Biteye, Managing Director of the Rockefeller Foundation Africa Regional Office. 

http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom/rockefeller-foundation-auc-ifad-launch
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom/rockefeller-foundation-auc-ifad-launch


“We can change this, and the new Leadership for Agriculture Network will play an essential role 
by sharing knowledge among African ministers of agriculture and of finance, particularly about 
national reforms that can transform agriculture towards enhanced resilience and more inclusive 
economic growth for farmers, communities, and nations.”  
 
   "It is only through collective action and investment that we can ensure that Africa’s future 
includes a vibrant and productive rural economy that begins on the smallholder family farm, 
which makes up 80 per cent of all farms in sub-Saharan Africa. Investing in the smallholder 
farmer is investing in the resilience of food systems, the vigour of communities, and the 
strength of nations," said Kanayo F. Nwanze, IFAD President.  
 
   “This ministerial network contributes to the outcomes of the African Union Malabo Declaration 
on Accelerated Africa Agriculture Growth and Transformation, which calls for partnerships and 
collaboration at multi-sectoral and multi-institutional level. This underscores the importance of 
Africa’s finance and agriculture sectors sharing information and working together in order to 
achieve the goal of a food and nutrition secure, and poverty free Africa.” said H.E Rhoda Peace 
Tumusiime, Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture of the African Union Commission.  
 
   Together, the Rockefeller Foundation and the AUC already have a number of initiatives in 
Africa that are aimed at improving the lives of poor and vulnerable people in agriculture and 
other sectors. In 2014 they signed a Memorandum of Understanding to promote increased 
cooperation between them in their efforts towards Africa’s progress. 
  
::::::: 
 
Too much health and medical research may be unnecessary, unethical, unscientific, 
and wasteful, warns new network 
Evidence-Based Research Network (EBRNetwork) 
Launch Press Release 18 February 2015 
    Researchers, research funders, regulators, sponsors and publishers of research fail to use 
earlier research when preparing to start, fund or publish the results of new studies. To embark 
on research without systematically reviewing evidence of what is already known, particularly 
when the research involves people or animals, is unethical, unscientific, and wasteful. 
    To address this problem a group of Norwegian and Danish researchers have initiated an 
international network, the ‘Evidence-Based Research Network’ (EBRNetwork). The EBRNetwork 
brings together initial partners from Australia, Canada, Denmark, the Netherlands, Norway, the 
UK, and USA, and was established in Bergen, Norway in December 2014. 
   At the ‘Bergen meeting’ partners agreed the aim of the EBRNetwork is to reduce waste in 
research by promoting: 
:: No new studies without prior systematic review of existing evidence 
:: Efficient production, updating and dissemination of systematic reviews 
   The EBRNetwork issues a call for interested individuals and organizations to join the 
EBRNetwork and work together in developing a consensus statement to address this challenge 
to the very heart and values of research. To become a member of the EBRNetwork please 
contact info@ebrnetwork.org   
 
::::::: 
 

http://ebrnetwork.org/
http://ebrnetwork.org/
http://ebrnetwork.org/
mailto:info@ebrnetwork.org


Editor’s Note: 
A series of articles and opinion pieces this week – primarily in the Wall Street Journal – have 
addressed the mix of donations to the Clinton Foundation from corporations and foreign 
governments. We include this content below (subscription required) and Clinton Foundation 
responses.  
 
Wall Street Journal 
2/19/2015 
Politics and Policy  
Clinton Foundation Rethinking Foreign Donations 
Family’s charities will reconsider overseas contributions if Hillary Clinton runs for president 
Hillary Clinton’s Complex Corporate Ties  
The Clinton Foundation and other family charities have collected donations from companies 
Hillary Clinton promoted as secretary of state.  
Kim Strassel: The Clinton Foundation Super PAC  
It’s past time to drop the fiction that the Clinton Foundation is a charity.  
 
02/18/15  
Clinton Foundation Defends Acceptance of Foreign Donations  
The Clinton Foundation defended its practice of accepting donations from overseas 
governments.  
 
02/17/15  
Opinion 
Foreign Government Gifts to Clinton Foundation on the Rise  
Donations from foreign governments raise ethical questions as Hillary Clinton ramps up her 
expected bid for the presidency  
 
 
Statement from the Clinton Foundation 
Statement  
19 February 2015 
   Like other global charities, the Clinton Foundation receives support from individuals, 
organizations and governments from all over the world. Contributions are made because the 
Foundation's programs improve the lives of millions of people around the globe.  The Clinton 
Foundation has a record of transparency that goes above what is required of U.S. charities. 
 This includes the voluntary disclosure of contributions on the Foundation's website. Should 
Secretary Clinton decide to run for office, we will continue to ensure the Foundation's policies 
and practices regarding support from international partners are appropriate, just as we did 
when she served as Secretary of State. 
 
Blog:  Bringing People Together to Find Solutions 
Robert Harrison 
Chief Executive Officer, Clinton Global Initiative Share 
19 February 2015 
   The Clinton Foundation works across the globe to expand opportunity and help millions of 
people live their best life story. The work of the Clinton Global Initiative (CGI), one of the 
Foundation’s initiatives, helps bring people together from the public sector, the private sector, 

http://www.wsj.com/public/search?article-doc-type=%7BPolitics+and+Policy%7D&HEADER_TEXT=politics+and+policy&mod=flashline
http://www.wsj.com/articles/clinton-foundation-to-reconsider-foreign-donations-if-hillary-clinton-runs-for-president-1424386491?KEYWORDS=clinton+foundation
http://www.wsj.com/articles/hillary-clintons-complex-corporate-ties-1424403002?KEYWORDS=clinton
http://www.wsj.com/articles/kim-strassel-the-clinton-foundation-super-pac-1424391547?KEYWORDS=clinton
http://www.wsj.com/articles/clinton-foundation-defends-acceptance-of-foreign-donations-1424302856?KEYWORDS=clinton
http://www.wsj.com/articles/foreign-government-gifts-to-clinton-foundation-on-the-rise-1424223031?KEYWORDS=clinton
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases/statement-clinton-foundation-0
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/blog/2015/02/19/bringing-people-together-find-solutions
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/blog/authors/robert-harrison


and civil society to address today’s great global challenges. We do this because it’s increasingly 
clear that in our interdependent world, sustainable positive change depends on creative 
collaboration between partners from different sectors. 
   As part of their participation in CGI, members make “Commitments to Action” to address 
challenges of their choosing in ways that are new, specific, and measurable. Recently, a Wall 
Street Journal article questioned the work of some CGI members and their motivations. 
Here are the facts: since CGI was created in 2005, CGI members have made nearly 3,200 
commitments to improve more than 430 million lives in 180 countries. These commitments are 
helping address issues such as climate change, economic development, global health, access to 
education, and the empowerment of women and girls… 
   …Many of the corporations named in the Wall Street Journal article have partnered with non-
profit organizations, other corporations, and public sector entities on Commitments to Action 
that are making a huge positive impact. In fact, a recent survey of all CGI commitments 
revealed that partnerships across sectors often increase the likelihood of a project achieving its 
objectives. CGI members have formed partnerships that have made tremendous impact – for 
example, improving educational opportunities for 36.5 million people; expanding access to 
capital for 3.1 million people; and increasing opportunities of various kinds for 2.8 million 
women and girls. 
   This is the story the Wall Street Journal missed – the positive impact that members of CGI are 
having on millions of people worldwide and the evolution of the conventional philanthropic 
model over the past decade to a dynamic ecosystem that now promotes creative collaboration 
across antiquated divides. We are grateful to our members, who take on complex problems and 
often provide life-changing solutions. 
   At the Clinton Foundation, we often say “No one has all the answers, but we can bring 
together people who can find them.” That is the approach we take through CGI – to connect 
partners across sectors so they can leverage their expertise and resources in the most effective 
way, for the largest positive impact. This is what enables us to make a difference in so many 
people’s lives. 
 
:::::: 
  
EBOLA/EVD [to 21 February 2015] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC); "Threat to international peace and 
security" (UN Security Council)  
  
WHO: Ebola Situation Report - 18 February 2015  
 [Excerpt; Editor’s text bolding] 
SUMMARY 
Total weekly case incidence increased for the second consecutive week, with 144 
new confirmed cases reported in the week to 8 February. Guinea reported a sharp 
increase in incidence, with 65 new confirmed cases compared with 39 the week before. 
Transmission remains widespread in Sierra Leone, which reported 76 new confirmed cases, 
while the resurgence in cases in the western district of Port Loko continued for a second week. 
Liberia continues to report a low number of new confirmed cases. 
 
Despite improvements in case finding and management, burial practices, and 
community engagement, the decline in case incidence has stalled. The spike in cases 
in Guinea and continued widespread transmission in Sierra Leone underline the considerable 

http://apps.who.int/ebola/en/ebola-situation-report/situation-reports/ebola-situation-report-18-february-2015


challenges that must still be overcome to get to zero cases. The infrastructure, systems, and 
people needed to end the epidemic are now in place; response measures must now be fully 
implemented. 
 
The surge of new confirmed cases reported by Guinea was driven primarily by transmission in 
the capital, Conakry (21 confirmed cases) and the western prefecture of Forecariah (26 
confirmed cases). Community engagement continues to be a challenge in Conakry and 
Forecariah, and in Guinea more widely. Almost one-third of the country’s EVD-affected 
prefectures reported at least one security incident in the week to 8 February. 
Effective contact tracing, which relies on the cooperation of communities, has also proved 
challenging. In the week to 1 February, just 7 of 42 cases arose among registered contacts. A 
total of 34 unsafe burials were reported, with 21 EVD-positive deaths reported in the 
community…. 
 
COUNTRIES WITH WIDESPREAD AND INTENSE TRANSMISSION 
There have been almost 23,000 reported confirmed, probable, and suspected cases of 
EVD in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone (table 1), with almost 9000 reported deaths 
(outcomes for many cases are unknown)… 
 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations System Organizational Chart 
:: 8.5" x 11" / 216 x 279 mm :: 11" x 17" / 279 x 432 mm 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 21 February 2015] 
Selected Press Releases/Meetings Coverage  
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
18 February 2015  
SC/11788 
Comprehensive Strategy to Combat Terrorism in Libya Critical, Special Representative Tells 
Security Council 
“Horrific and brutal” acts of terrorism in Libya had “shaken our collective conscience” and must 
prompt swift action in support of the political process there, said the United Nations top official 
in that country as he briefed the Security Council this afternoon. 
 
18 February 2015  
GA/PK/221 
Special Committee Speakers Seek Clarification of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles Use to Protect 
Peacekeepers in Increasingly Toxic Environments 
Continuing its 2015 session today, the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations tackled a 
plethora of peacekeeping concerns from the use of new technology and civilian protection 
mandates to pre-deployment planning and training to troop reimbursement rates. 

http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/ebola/ebola-case-definition-contact-en.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/structure/pdfs/UN%20system%20chart_lettercolor_2013.pdf
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http://www.un.org/en/unpress/
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11788.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11788.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapk221.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gapk221.doc.htm


 
19 February 2015  
SG/SM/16539-OBV/1428-SOC/4831 
Stressing 21 Million People Are ‘Modern Slaves’, Secretary-General Urges Further Global Efforts 
to End Trafficking, in World Day for Social Justice Message 
 
19 February 2015  
SG/SM/16538-GA/COL/3274 
In Message to Special Committee, Secretary-General Urges International Community to Find 
Innovative Ways of Decolonization in Remaining 17 Territories 
 
19 February 2015  
SG/SM/16537 
Human Rights, Participation ‘Among Our Most Powerful Weapons’ against Terrorism, Says 
Secretary-General in Remarks to Summit on Violent Extremism 
 
18 February 2015  
SG/SM/16536-GA/11621 
In General Assembly Meeting on Ebola, Secretary-General Urges Member States to Sustain 
Crucial Work, Provide Resources Needed to Reach ‘Zero Cases’ 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 21 February 
2015] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true 
2/20/2015 
Rights of persons with disabilities must be fully included in the new development framework – 
UN experts 
Press Releases - Independent expert older persons; Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons 
with disabilities; Sp. Rapporteur on the right to food 
 
2/20/2015 
UN Commission of Inquiry on Syria: Impunity prevails as little progress is made towards 
securing peace and justice for Syrians 
Press Releases - Human Rights Council 
 
2/19/2015 
Zeid highlights plight of thousands of detainees in Syria 
Press Releases - UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict  [to 21 February 2015] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sgsm16537
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sgsm16537
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SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
18 Feb 2015 
South Sudan: SPLM/SPLA In Opposition Make Commitment To Prevent Conflict-Related Sexual 
Violence 
Press Release by United Nations Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual 
Violence in Conflict Zainab Hawa Bangura 
   I take note of the Communique on Preventing Conflict-Related Sexual Violence issued by Dr. 
Riek Machar on behalf of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army In Opposition on 18 December 2014… 
   I encourage SPLM/SPLA In Opposition to translate these commitments into action in order to 
effectively protect women, children and men of South Sudan from sexual violence. I look 
forward to continued consultations with SPLM/SPLA In Opposition towards this end. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/hom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNOCHA [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.unocha.org/ 
18 Feb 2015  
South Sudan: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and ERC, Valerie Amos: 
Remarks to the Ambassadorial Meeting of the UN Alliance of Civilizations Protection of Civilians 
and Ethnic and Cultural Dimensions in Disasters and Emergencies  
 
18 Feb 2015  
Malawi: UN Emergency Fund CERF gives US$10.2 million for flood response in Malawi and 
Mozambique  
 
17 Feb 2015  
Cameroon: United Nations Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Emergency Relief 
Coordinator Kyung-Wha Kang calls for increased international support to the humanitarian 
response in Cameroon to avert crisis  
 
16 Feb 2015  
Senegal: Regional partners present $2 billion Sahel response plan  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_71508.html 
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http://www.unisdr.org/archive
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_71508.html


UNICEF condemns new child abductions by armed group in South Sudan 
JUBA/NAIROBI/NEW YORK, 21 February, 2015 – UNICEF condemns in the strongest terms the 
abduction of scores of boys, some as young 13, by an armed group near Malakal in the north of 
South Sudan. 
 
Ukraine: United Nations delivers 62 metric tons of humanitarian aid to Donetsk  
GENEVA/KYIV, 19 February 2015 – The United Nations delivered 62 metric tons of humanitarian 
aid to Donetsk today. This includes essential hygiene items, warm clothes, blankets, condensed 
milk powder, drinking water, and medical supplies procured by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO). 
 
Amid conflict in South Sudan, 400,000 children will go back to school 
JUBA/NAIROBI/NEW YORK, 19 February 2015 – Approximately 400,000 children whose 
schooling has been interrupted by the conflict in South Sudan will have the chance to return to 
their studies over the next 12 months. 
 
Lions Health partners with UNICEF and Unilever to create an innovative global health campaign 
LONDON, 17 February 2015 – Lions Health together with UNICEF and Unilever today launched 
the Young Lions Health Award, an exciting new competition for young creatives and marketers 
that aims to improve challenges facing global health systems in developing countries. 
 
Leaders from around the world are All In to end the AIDS epidemic among adolescents 
NAIROBI, 17 February 2015—While major advances have been made in almost every area of 
the response to HIV, progress for adolescents is falling behind, said leaders in the global 
response to end the AIDS epidemic. 
 
 
UN Women  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.unwomen.org/ 
UN Women launches comic competition on gender equality  
Date : February 20, 2015  
   On World Day of Social Justice, UN Women together with the European Commission, Belgian 
Development Cooperation and UNRIC, are launching a Comic and Cartoon Competition on 
Gender Equality. The competition is part of the UN Women Beijing+20 campaign “Empowering 
Women – Empowering Humanity: Picture It!” which celebrates the 20th anniversary of the 
historic Fourth World Conference on Women that took place in Beijing in 1995 
 
Male African leaders join the HeForShe campaign  
Date : February 18, 2015  
   Paramount Chief Kyungu of Malawi, an influential cultural leader; Ron Archer, a renowned 
transformative leadership coach from the United States of America; and Gilberto Macuacua, a 
media personality in Mozambique, who is also a member of the UN Women Regional Civil 
Society Group (RCSAG), have signed on as male supporters of UN Women’s HeForShe 
campaign, calling on other men to follow suit.  
 
 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://undesadspd.org/IndigenousPeoples.aspx 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WHO & Regionals  [to 21 February 2015] 
:: Global Alert and Response (GAR): Disease Outbreak News (DONs) 
- 16 February 2015 Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) – Saudi Arabia 
 
:: The Weekly Epidemiological Record (WER) 20 February 2015, vol. 90, 8 (pp. 57–68) 
includes: 
- Meningococcal A conjugate vaccine: updated guidance, February 2015 
- Preparation for Ebola in Côte d’Ivoire: WHO Ebola response and preparedness support 

team, October 2014 
- Monthly report on dracunculiasis cases, January– December 2014 
   In an updated position paper published in today’s edition, WHO emphasizes the importance of 
completing mass vaccination campaigns in individuals aged 1 to 29 years in all countries in the 
African meningitis belt, and the need to conduct high quality surveillance and vaccine 
programme evaluation in those countries 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
WHO African Region AFRO 
:: Plague in Madagascar: need for heightened vigilance  
   [Undated] Since September 2014, 283 suspected, probable or confirmed cases, including 74 
deaths have been reported for all affected areas in Madagascar. The outbreak peaked in 
November and December but has slowed for the time being. Health officials are keeping a close 
watch over the situation as the plague season on the island continues until April.The district of 
Amparafavarola, in the central highlands, has been one of the most heavily affected areas, 
where cases of pneumonic plague have been reported… 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Medical supplies from WHO reach Donetsk as part of UN aid convoy 21-02-2015  
:: New tool helps countries identify foods with too much fat, sugar and salt 19-02-2015  
:: WHO increases humanitarian efforts as crisis in Ukraine continues 17-02-2015 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO responds to increasing health needs in Yemen  16 February 2015 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
Getting everyone in the picture by 2024  
   16 February 2015 – If someone asks you to prove who you are, you would show them your 
passport or birth certificate. However, many children are born and people of all ages die 
without their births and deaths ever recorded. Countries need to know how many people are 
born and die each year – and the main causes of their deaths - to develop well-functioning 
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health systems. Many Pacific Island countries do not have adequate civil registration and vital 
statistics systems… 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
Leaders from around the world are All In to end the AIDS epidemic among adolescents 
17 February 2015 | Email | PDF 
 
To end the AIDS epidemic, start focusing on adolescents 
17 February 2015 | Email | PDF 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.unfpa.org/public/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
19 Feb 2015  
Global innovators build Apps for peace  
New York - A range of new mobile Apps and digital games have been hailed by international 
experts as world-beating examples of how technology can boost peace, break barriers and 
smash damaging stereotypes. 
 
19 Feb 2015  
Preventing future Ebola outbreaks in West Africa 
Banjul - The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has provided over 105,000 US 
Dollars to support the Gambia's efforts to build a strong and robust surveillance system to 
detect cross-border infections and to help people, communities and the state swiftly stamp out 
outbreaks. 
 
17 Feb 2015  
China’s success on Millennium Development Goals provides an example for others to follow for 
the post-2015 development agenda, says new UNDP report 
With one-fifth of the world’s population, China has greatly contributed to the achievement of 
the Millennium Development Goals worldwide, according to a new UNDP report. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 21 February 2015] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
Tackling Harmful Algal Blooms  
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Global Partnership Identifies Ways to Reduce Excess Nutrients in Environment  
20-2-2015  
 
Mediation Can Prevent, Resolve Natural Resources Disputes New UN Guide Launched  
Drawing on decades of experience in the field of mediation of natural resource conflicts, the 
Guide provides best practices and strategies for mediating different types of resource conflicts.  
19-2-2015  
 
UNEP Invites Nominations for Top Environmental Award  
These awards recognize men and women from the fields of policy, science, entrepreneurship 
and civil society whose initiatives have left a positive and lasting impact on the environment  
18-2-2015  
 
Spirit of Lima Transforms into Spirit of Geneva En Route to December Climate Conference  
Nations concluded the Geneva Climate Change Talks by successfully preparing the formal 
negotiating text for the 2015 agreement.  
16-2-2015  
 
 
DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html 
Valuing the environment – from sustained to sustainable growth 
18 February 2015, New York  
   Growth has, for a long time, been seen as a crucial enabler in fighting poverty and the social 
injustices that come with it. In order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the 
desired growth pattern was set to be sustained, inclusive and equitable. However, when looking 
at the post-2015 era and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Mr. Pingfan Hong, 
Director of UN DESA’s Development Policy and Analysis Division, saw the need for a new kind of 
growth pattern where sustained growth has to be replaced by sustainable growth, whereby the 
value of the environment is fully considered. 
   The sustained, inclusive and equitable growth pattern has been an effective path towards 
reaching the MDGs. During the MDG era, 700 million people were freed from extreme poverty. 
Hunger was reduced, access to healthcare was improved, more people were afforded primary 
education and there was an increase in the political participation of women. 
   In a Development Policy Seminar on 11 February, Mr. Hong presented his analysis of growth 
patterns and their role in the transition from MDGs to SDGs. He explained that while the strife 
for equitable and inclusive growth still will be effective in the SDGs era, the concept of 
sustained growth will not be sufficient in reaching the objectives. 
   “From the lens of sustainable development, a horizon of two or three decades is myopia,” Mr. 
Hong said, referring to the shortsightedness of a sustained growth pattern and its impact on the 
environment as well as some economies. 
    “The current pattern of growth in the world economy is not sustainable. For instance GDP 
per capita growth has been closely associated with increase in carbon dioxide emission.” 
   Mr. Hong also explained how in some countries, the cost of environmental damage is 
contracting the GDPs of many developing countries, so that the aim to reduce poverty with a 
sustained economic growth actually becomes counterproductive. 
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    “The environmental toll in many developing countries has reached three to ten percent of 
their GDP. So, if the economy grows less than three percent in developing countries, there is no 
gain, if you take into account the cost of the environment.” 
   In Mr. Hong’s view, the desired growth pattern must change from sustained into sustainable. 
“Sustainable growth means that growth still needs to be robust and stable but this growth 
should not compromise environmental sustainability.” 
   In the seminar, Mr. Hong presented some important steps in transforming sustained growth 
into sustainable growth. “The first important thing is to count the full value of the environment 
in the measurement of the national wealth. We have to include the true value of the 
environment.” 
   Mr. Hong suggested mainstreaming SEEA (System of Environmental-Economic Accounting) a 
multipurpose conceptual framework for understanding the interactions between the 
environment and the economy. He also stressed the need for governmental action in 
acknowledging environmental costs, in order to change the behavior of businesses and 
consumers. 
   “Markets alone cannot price environmental goods and services properly because 
environmental goods and services have the nature of public goods and high degree of 
externality. It is up to the government to use taxes and regulations to get the prices of 
environmental goods and services right so that the businesses and consumers will take these 
prices into account in their decision-making. Change their behavior and change an 
unsustainable pattern of production and consumption.”… 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2015/en/ 
Agriculture must change 
FAO Director-General speaks at International Forum on Agriculture and Climate Change 
   20 February 2015, Paris - The model of agricultural production that predominates today is not 
suitable for the new food security challenges of the 21st century, FAO Director-General José 
Graziano da Silva said today. 
   While the numbers of the chronically hungry have been reduced by 100 million over the past 
decade, 805 million still go without enough to eat on a regular basis, he noted in remarks to 
ministers, scientists, farmers, and representatives of civil society gathered in the French capital 
for a government-organized International Forum on Agriculture and Climate Change. 
   Increasing production has long seen as the natural pathway to ending hunger - but today, 
even though the world produces enough food to feed everyone, hunger remains a problem, he 
pointed out. 
   "Since food production is not a sufficient condition for food security, it means that the way we 
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are producing is no longer acceptable," said Graziano da Silva. 
   "What we are still mostly seeing is a model of production that cannot prevent the degradation 
of soils and the loss of biodiversity - both of which are essential goods, especially for future 
generations. This model must be reviewed. We need a paradigm shift. Food systems need to be 
more sustainable, inclusive and resilient," he added… 
 
FAO provides urgent assistance to drought-stricken Cape Verde 
The agreement is for $500,000 for urgent assistance to the Republic of Cabo Verde. The 
emergency intervention aims to assist 8,237 rural households which are most vulnerable to the 
impact of drought - Cabo Verde experienced 65 percent less rain in 2014 compared to the 
previous year. 
18-02-2015 
 
Management of Marine Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction 
Some 64 percent of the oceans' surface lies beyond national jurisdictions, meaning that 
effective management of fisheries in such areas poses a number of challenges. This workshop 
aims to foster an open policy dialogue on to address those challenges. 
18-02-2015 
 
Ebola-ravaged rural communities in Guinea to benefit from new food security initiatives 
The funding is a much needed contribution towards building the resilience of communities 
whose already precarious situation of chronic food insecurity has been exacerbated by Ebola-
related disruptions to farm labour, agricultural production and food markets. 
17-02-2015 
 
Fertilizer Use to Surpass 200 Million Tonnes in 2018 
Global fertilizer use is likely to rise above 200.5 million tonnes in 2018, 25 percent higher than 
recorded in 2008. World fertilizer consumption will grow by 1.8% a year through 2018, 
according to FAO’s new report “World fertilizer trends and outlook to 2018”. At the same time 
“the global capacity of fertilizer products, intermediates and raw materials will increase further,” 
the report said. 
16-02-2015 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/index.htm 
20 February: Support for small-scale farmers settling on reclaimed land in Egypt aids 
agricultural productivity and incomes 
Arabic | English 
 
17 February: 'Make rural transformation a reality,' IFAD President tells Member States at annual 
meeting 
Arabic | English | French | Italian | Spanish 
 
16 February: Targeted agricultural policies need to seize the chance of eradicating global 
hunger, says IFAD, Oxfam 
English 
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15 February: China and UN agency financing agreement promotes agribusiness development 
and increased productivity for smallholder farmers 
English 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm 
World Day of Social Justice 2015 
“There is no inevitability, no excuse: Forced labour can be stopped”  
ILO Director-General Guy Ryder vows ILO leadership in fight against forced labour on World 
Day of Social Justice. 
Statement | 20 February 2015  

- ILO topic portal on forced labour  
   World Day of Social Justice should galvanize action against poverty and social exclusion. Work 
done in conditions of freedom, equity, security and human dignity – decent work - is a key to 
inclusion and it is a conduit of social justice. Yet the global situation gives cause for grave 
concern.  
   The economic gap continues to widen, with the richest 10 per cent earning 30 to 40 per cent 
of total income while the poorest 10 per cent earn between 2 and 7 per cent.  
   In 2013, 939 million workers – 26.7 per cent of total employment, were still coping on US$2 a 
day or less. Millions of young people facing a future of unemployment or working poverty are 
losing hope in promises of economic and social progress.  
   The situation is aggravated by the widespread absence of basic social protection. Millions of 
people are subjected to unacceptable conditions of work and the denial of fundamental rights.  
   This year, the UN is putting the spotlight on human trafficking and modern slavery – a 
fundamental right and freedom denied.  
   Today, about 21 million women, men and children are forced to work under inhuman 
conditions on farms, in sweatshops, on board fishing vessels, in the sex industry or in private 
homes. Their sweat generates US$ 150 billion in illegal profits annually.  
   Women and children are particularly at risk of being abducted and sold into slavery in times 
of violent conflict. In some instances, forced labour keeps entire families and communities in 
abject poverty for generations.  
   There is growing recognition that the situation must change and good experience in 
documenting and tackling forced labour is accumulating.  
   Ending forced labour calls for integrated approaches. Governments, employers and their 
organizations, trade unions and civil society organizations, each have a role to play in 
protecting, defending and empowering those who are vulnerable, as well as creating 
opportunities for decent work for all. 
   The 2014 Protocol to the ILO Forced Labour Convention (No. 29)  sets out preventive 
measures that can be taken and also calls on governments to ensure that victims of forced 
labour have access to effective remedies, such as compensation.  
   There is no inevitability, no excuse: with commitment and the right policies and institutions, 
forced labour can be stopped. Let us forge alliances to make this a reality 
Today the ILO recommits to working for social justice through the world of work.  
 
ILO research project 
How microfinance develops decent work    
17 February 2015  
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   An ILO research project shows how microfinance moves small enterprises out of the informal 
economy and into profit. 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.imo.org/MediaCentre/Pages/Home.aspx 
IMO Secretary-General reiterates need to address unsafe migration by sea 
Secretary-General Sekimizu calls for action to address criminals who organize illegal and 
unregulated sea passage by migrants, putting thousands of lives at risk.  
16/02/2015  
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 21 February 2015] 
https://www.wmo.int/media/?q=news 
AMCOMET holds a successful session 
18 February 2015  
   Ministers responsible for meteorology in Africa have renewed their commitment to National 
Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) and endorsed a roadmap to strengthen 
service delivery. 
   The Third Session of the African Ministerial Conference on Meteorology (AMCOMET-3) was 
hosted by the government of Cabo Verde, in Praia, from 13th -14th February 2015. The session 
focused on strengthening resilience to climate change and extreme weather through improved 
weather and climate services. These are vital to food security, water resource management, 
disaster risk reduction and health, as well as other key economic sectors like transport, energy 
and tourism…. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.unido.org/en/news-centre/news.html 
Global manufacturing growth stayed low in 2014, with developing and emerging economies 
contributing most - UNIDO report 
   VIENNA, 18 February 2015 – World manufacturing production has been trapped in low 
growth for a prolonged period and there was no breakthrough in 2014. Annual growth of 
manufacturing value added (MVA) in industrialized economies has remained around 1.0 per 
cent for three consecutive years, and most global manufacturing growth was provided by 
developing and emerging industrial economies, where MVA grew by almost 5.0 per cent in 
2014.  
   These figures are presented in the International Yearbook of Industrial Statistics 2015, which 
has just been published by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) in 
Vienna…. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 21 February 2015] 
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http://media.unwto.org/news 
18 February 2015 
Governments recognize benefits of visa facilitation 
   Visa facilitation has experienced strong progress in recent years, particularly through the 
implementation of visa on arrival policies according to UNWTO’s latest Visa Openness Report. 
This largely reflects an increased awareness among policymakers of the positive impacts of visa 
facilitation on tourism and economic growth.  
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://en.unesco.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.wipo.int/portal/en/index.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD Convention on Biological Diversity [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.cbd.int/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::: 
 
USAID [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.usaid.gov/ 
Remarks by Administrator Shah at the American Enterprise Institute  
USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah Reflects on a Half-Decade of Development Leadership 
Thursday, February 12, 2015 - 2:30pm  [As Delivered] 
   As I reflect on five years in the role as Administrator of USAID, I am really proud to have had 
the opportunity to reflect, and represent, the best of what America’s about, the values that Jeff 
talked about—enterprises that started in the fight against the earthquake and started the 
recovery of Haiti, to the more immediate effort to stop Ebola in its tracks in West Africa. I am 
deeply proud of efforts that so many of you have partnered with myself and our teams on in 
the past years to build bold new public-private partnerships to end hunger, to eliminate 
preventable child death, to deliver electricity to hundreds of millions of people who still live in 
the dark, and to create an opportunity for justice and basic human aspirations. There’s so many 
people around the world that still, incredibly, live and subsist in conditions that—despite our 
thoughtfulness—we can hardly empathize with, and hardly experience ourselves…. 
 
 
DFID  [to 21 February 2015] 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/latest?departments%5B%5D=department-for-international-
development 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECHO  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
€4 million in EU aid to tackle food insecurity in Central America 
19/02/2015 
  More than 2.5 million people in Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and Nicaragua are reported 
to be facing severe or moderate food insecurity. The European Commission is providing €4 
million in humanitarian aid to assist those in need. 
  
UPDATED: EU assists Albania during heavy floods 
17/02/2015 
  Additional EU aid for flood victims in AlbaniaTo assist the population affected by the floods in 
Albania, the European Commission is giving over € 118 000 to provide around 8,000 people in 
the most badly hit areas with food parcels, hygiene kits...  
 
EU provides assistance to conflict and malnutrition-affected Malians 
17/02/2015 
   Three years after the start of the conflict, renewed violence and persistent food scarcity are 
creating urgent humanitarian needs in Mali. The EU is providing €32 million in humanitarian aid 
to assist people affected by the conflict...  
 
Over €150 million in EU aid to meet Sahel's growing food needs 
16/02/2015 
   In Africa's Sahel, close to 20 million people don't know where their next meal will come from. 
The EU is giving €156 million in humanitarian funding for 2015 to the Sahel region to address 
the recurrent food crises and increasing needs.  
 
Commissioner Stylianides condemns killing of Sudanese Red Crescent workers 
10/02/2015 
The EU Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management, Christos Stylianides 
conveys his deepest condolences to the families of the three humanitarian aid workers killed in 
Sudan, Kurmuk locality, on Sunday 8 February 2015.  
 
:::: 
 
African Union [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
2nd Sahel and West Africa Program in support of the Great Green Wall Initiative (SAWAP) 
Conference  
Sahel and West Africa Land Actors Meet at African Union to add another BRICK in the Great 
Green Wall 
   Addis Ababa-19 February 2015 - From February 18 to 19, the twelve country project teams 
that form the World Bank/Global Environment Facility Sahel and West Africa Program (SAWAP) 
in support of the Great Green Wall for the Sahara and Sahel met at the African Union 
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Commission (AUC) to share knowledge and best practices to enhance the resilience of African 
landscapes, lives, and livelihoods – especially the poorest who deeply depend on natural 
resources for environmental and food security. 
   SAWAP, a US$1.1 billion flexible investment umbrella with 12 country-led investment 
operations, is the contribution of the World Bank and GEF to the African initiative to help 
transform the region into a stable, sustainable, and resilient region… 
 
ASEOWA will Support Restoration of Public Health Services– ASEOWA Head of Mission  
   Wednesday 18th February, 2015 – The African Union Support to Ebola Outbreak in West 
Africa (ASEOWA) has renewed its commitment to end the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) outbreak 
in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. Speaking from Guinea, the ASEOWA Head of Mission, Major 
General Julius Oketta said, “In the spirit of pan-Africanism and African solidarity, we are 
committed to saving lives. Our mission is to work selflessly with the governments and the 
populations of Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone respectively until the World Health Organization 
(WHO) declares all the three countries free from the Ebola Virus Disease”. He added that, 
“ASEOWA will support the transition from the Ebola crisis into the post Ebola phase, restoring 
public health services and infrastructure in the affected countries”… 
 
 
The African Development Bank Group  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
AfDB hosts workshop to develop ECOWAS Gender and Energy Policy 
20/02/2015 - The African Development Bank (AfDB), the ECOWAS Centre for Renewable Energy 
and Energy Efficiency (ECREEE), and the United States-based National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL) have formed a partnership centered on linking gender and energy access… 
   …The project aims at establishing a regional policy and its implementation strategy that will 
support the region’s energy efficiency and renewable energy policies. It will also enhance the 
Sustainable Energy for All’s (SE4ALL) initiative of achieving the goals of universal access to 
modern energy services.  
   Gender equality will be an integral component of the project, which will further promote 
inclusive growth within the ECOWAS member states. The policy and its implementation strategy 
are being developed by ECREEE and the ECOWAS Department of Social Affairs and Gender with 
the assistance of NREL.  
   The ECOWAS Policy for Gender Mainstreaming in Energy Access, the first of its kind globally, 
aims at addressing barriers that hinder the participation of women in energy access. It will 
ensure that women make both intellectual and business-wise contributions to ending the 
region’s energy crises. Women comprise up 50 percent of the region’s population and 43 
percent of the ECOWAS labour force…. 
 
AWF sanitation project in South Africa to raise school girl attendance 
19/02/2015 - The African Water Facility announced on Monday, February 16, 2015, that it is 
providing a €1.2-million grant to help improve school sanitation facilities in Eastern Cape 
Province, South Africa. Over 100,000 students will directly benefit from this project, which will 
also create business opportunities for entrepreneurs as well as employment for local youth. 
 
African Development Bank Group Executive Directors on impact mission to Southern Africa 
18/02/2015 - A delegation of African Development Bank Group Executive Directors is preparing 
to travel to Zimbabwe and Mozambique to assess the impact of Bank projects in the two 
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countries. The 10 Board members along with two Senior Advisors, representing 42 countries, 
will visit Zimbabwe from February 22 to 28, and Mozambique from March 28 to April 4. 
 
AfDB Board mulls sustained holistic approaches to defeat Ebola 
17/02/2015 - Executive Directors of the African Development Bank Group on Friday, February 
13, 2015 in Abidjan discussed the imperative to eradicate the Ebola Virus Disease, which has 
affected nearly 23,000 and killed over 9,000 people in West Africa (mainly in Guinea, Sierra 
Leone and Liberia). 
 
Africa Trade Fund approves $1.4 million in funding for four projects 
16/02/2015 - The Technical Review Committee of the Africa Trade Fund (AfTra) at its meeting 
on February 13, 2015 in Abidjan, approved funding worth more than US $1.4 million for four 
projects that will support trade development in Africa. AfTra, a trade-related technical 
assistance facility hosted by the African Development Bank, was established in 2013 to provide 
funding for trade facilitation, building capacity for trade institutions, and developing products 
and markets in Africa. 
 
 
ASEAN   [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
ASEAN Launches the Second Batch of ASEAN’s Disaster Management Officials Executive 
Programme  
   JAKARTA, 20 February 2015 – The ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance 
(AHA Centre) announced the start of the second batch of the AHA Centre Executive (ACE) 
Programme earlier this week. Sixteen disaster management officers from ASEAN Member 
States' National Disaster Management Offices (NDMOs) from Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam are participating in the second batch of 
the ACE Programme…. 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Trade Organisation [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
Azevêdo sees “good progress” in implementation of Bali decisions for LDCs 
   Director-General Roberto Azevêdo, in a speech at the Least-developed Countries (LDC) Group 
Ambassadors and Experts Retreat in Montreux, Switzerland on 18 February, noted “good 
progress” in the implementation of some of the Bali decisions for LDCs, particularly regarding 
the operationalization of the LDC services waiver, while also noting that in other areas more 
needs to be done. On current efforts to elaborate a work programme on the remaining Doha 
Round issues, he urged the LDCs to “think about what would make the biggest difference to 
your interests,” and expressed confidence “members will respond positively”. 
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OECD  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/ 
[We limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMF  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
[We limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Bank [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
 [We limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
Powerful Partnerships for Collaborative Governance  
   The GPSA awards grants ranging from $500,000 to $1 million for three- to five-year periods 
to CSOs based in countries that have agreed to participate in the GPSA. To date, 40 countries 
have opted-in. Before issuing calls for proposals, the GPSA organizes consultations with 
government, civil society, and other donor agencies to define the key governance issues in each 
country that CSO proposals should address. GPSA Program Manager Roby Senderowitsch said,   
“Our program works to ‘close the loop’ by empowering citizens with a voice, helping 
governments to listen, and supporting public institutions to respond to citizen feedback. ”After 
two calls for proposals in 2013 and 2014, the GPSA has awarded over $16 million in grants to 
23 CSOs for projects in 17 developing countries, with another 57 organizations involved directly 
as project partners and more than 125 local – often grassroots – organizations benefiting from 
the grants as mentees. Date: February 18, 2015  
 
China, World Bank and WHO Collaborate to Support ‘Deep Water’ Phase of Health Reforms  
Joint World Bank-WHO-government health reform study launched in Beijing 
   On February 12, 2015, the World Bank Group and the World Health Organization (WHO) 
launched a new collaboration with the Government of China to support the next phase of 
China’s health system reforms. Over the last five years, China has undertaken the biggest 
health reform in history – with remarkable results: 95 per cent of China’s 1.39 billion citizens 
now have access to a basic health insurance package, up from 30 per cent in 2003.   Yet, for 
China to build a strong, sustainable, equitable, and cost- effective health system equipped to 
meet current and future challenges, deepening of reforms is needed. At the request of senior 
government officials, the World Bank and the World Health Organization are collaborating with 
China’s Ministry of Finance, National Health and Family Planning Commission (NHFPC) and 
Ministry of Human Resources and Social Security, with support from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation…  Date: February 17, 2015  
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
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:: NGO/Collaborations/Initiatives Watch 
We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action. 
This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
content and only limited blog content. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 21 February 2015] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 21 February 2015] 
Over a million Bangladeshis sign the petition Up For School 
   17 February 2015, Dhaka. BRAC collected over 1.2 million signatures to support the petition 
Up For School initiated by the global movement-A World at School campaign. There are more 
than 58 million children out of school in the world. The campaign aims to mobilise global 
population to make sure the world leaders keep their promises to secure every child's right to 
education by the end of 2015. Celebrating this achievement BRAC’...  
 
Microfinance Leaders Welcome Two New Members to Join Working Group 
   12 February 2015, WASHINGTON, DC - The Microfinance CEO Working Group welcomes two 
new members to their international collaboration: Lauren Hendricks, Executive Director of 
CARE's Access Africa program, and Shameran Abed, Director of BRAC's microfinance program. 
Tanzania-based Hendricks and Bangladesh-based Abed join the Working Group's efforts to 
support the positive development of the microfinance industry, so the field can reach its full 
potential… 
 
 
CARE International  [to 21 February 2015] 
Governments Leave Geneva with Hefty To-Do List in Order to Agree Ambitious Climate Deal by 
Paris 
SWITZERLAND 
17 FEBRUARY 2015 
   Governments from around the world concluded their first, crucial climate talks of the year in 
Geneva with ‘moderate’ signs of progress that they will agree a new climate deal in Paris. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://drc.dk/news/archive/ 
No new digest content identified.  
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Casa Alianza  [to 21 February 2015] 
Covenant House [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 21 February 2015]  
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Fountain House  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 21 February 2015]  
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
Heifer International  [to 21 February 2015] 
No new digest content identified.  
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 21 February 2015]  
No new digest content identified.  

 
 
International Rescue Committee  [to 21 February 2015] 
16 Feb 2015 
Press Release 
The International Rescue Committee Welcomes Sierra Leone & Liberian Governments’ Decision 
to Reopen Schools;  
Stresses That Strict Safe Health and Hygiene and Protective Measures Must Be in Place 
   Freetown, Sierra Leone 16 Feb 2015 –  
- IRC is working closely with teachers, school principals and management committees to 

ensure the safety of students and teachers upon their return to school 
-  In Liberia, IRC staff is training teachers in Montserrado County in back to school safety 

protocols. 
- In Liberia, the IRC is focused on psychosocial support for teachers and children in some of 

the worst-affected areas.  
 
 
ICRC - International Committee of the Red Cross [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/index.jsp 
Iran: Legal experts discuss prohibition of weapons 
News release 
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20 February 2015  
   Tehran (ICRC) – The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the National 
Committee of Humanitarian Law of Iran (NCHL) have together hosted a series of events on 
prohibiting and restricting the use of certain weapons under international humanitarian law. 
 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement deplores attack in which Myanmar Red 
Cross volunteers were injured 
News release 
18 February 2015  
   ICRC/ IFRC/ MRCS - Yangon/ Kuala Lumpur/ Geneva – The International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement is deeply saddened to learn that two volunteers from the Myanmar Red 
Cross Society were wounded on Tuesday when a convoy transporting displaced families came 
under fire. The eight vehicle convoy, which was marked with the Red Cross emblem, was 
evacuating civilians displaced by fighting in the Kokang region of northern Shan state. 
 
Liberia: Red Cross releases song in solidarity with Ebola survivors 
News release 
16 February 2015  
   The Liberia Red Cross National Society has launched an anti-stigma song to support the 
reintegration of Ebola survivors into their communities. This initiative is part of the Red 
Cross/Red Crescent Movement's Ebola response in Liberia. 
 
 
IRCT  [to 21 February 2015] 
Announcement 
Scientific symposium: Delivering on the Promise of the Right to Rehabilitation, Mexico City, 
Mexico 
SAVE THE DATE 14 TO 16 MARCH, 2016  
   The IRCT is hosting a global interdisciplinary scientific symposium from 14 to 16 March, 2016 
in Mexico City. This is a unique opportunity for the global torture rehabilitation movement to 
come together to exchange experiences and research on developments in the rehabilitation of 
survivors of torture. This is the first global event to look in detail across disciplines at how to 
deliver on the promise of the right to rehabilitation as set out in the Convention against Torture 
and elaborated in General Comment 3 of the UN Committee against Torture. 
   Over 140 IRCT member centers from over 70 countries will gather in Mexico City to attend 
this symposium that will be held in connection with the IRCT General Assembly. We hope that 
you will be able to join this international gathering. 
   An open call for abstract submission and registration to the symposium will be launched on 
our website and other communication channels in the coming weeks. 
   If you have any questions please contact Leanne MacMillan (lm@irct.org) or Lars Døssing 
Rosenmeier (ldr@irct.org) of the Research Development team. 
 

 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 21 February 2015]  
Selected Press Releases/Field News 
Syria: Parties to the Conflict Must Allow Evacuation of Wounded from Aleppo  
February 19, 2015 
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   MSF urges all parties to the Syrian conflict to facilitate the evacuation of people wounded in 
recent fierce clashes in the city of Aleppo, where the population has been trapped by fighting 
and aerial bombardments for months. 
 
Serbia: Asylum-Seekers and Migrants Left Out in the Cold 
February 18, 2015 
   MSF calls on Serbian authorities and EU member states to provide aid and protection. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
Mercy Corps: Injustice, Not Unemployment, a Key Driver of Youth Participation in Violence 
Afghanistan, Colombia, Somalia 
February 17, 2015 
Report urges global community to address underlying grievances of an overlooked generation  
   WASHINGTON, D.C., Feb. 17, 2015 — Ahead of this week’s White House Summit on 
Countering Violent Extremism, a new three-country report by global humanitarian organization 
Mercy Corps evaluates key contributors to youth engagement in conflict, finding that 
experiences of injustice, rather than unemployment or poverty, propel young people to take up 
arms.. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 21 February 2015] 
Upcoming Mission Schedule [Home page] 
Feb 15 - 21 | Cauayan, Isabela, Philippines 
Feb 18 - 21 | Cobarruguis, Quirino, Philippines 
Feb 19 - 27 | Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
 
 
OXFAM [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Villagers seek refuge from renewed violence in Darfur 
19 February 2015 
   A new wave of violence in Darfur has forced more than 50,000 people to flee their homes 
since the start of the year. Thousands of families are facing limited access to food, adequate 
water supply and shelter. Oxfam has launched an immediate response, aiming to reach more 
than 20,000 people with clean water, emergency latrines and hygiene supplies. 
 
As the cycle of crisis continues in Somalia, vital remittance pipelines risk being cut 
19 February 2015 
   Somalia’s financial lifeline remains under threat as banks in US, UK, Australia, and elsewhere 
have broken ties with the money transfer operators that make remittances possible, NGOs 
warn. 
 
Targeted agricultural policies need to seize the chance of eradicating global hunger, says IFAD, 
Oxfam 
16 February 2015 
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   The real possibility of eradicating global hunger and poverty in our lifetime is dependent upon 
the international community getting more serious in supporting smallholder agriculture… 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.pih.org/blog 
Cholera Vaccine Succeeds in Haiti  
February 20, 2015 
   This month Dr. Louise C. Ivers and colleagues publish a paper that shows exactly how much 
the vaccine Shanchol slowed the spread of cholera in villages north of St. Marc, Haiti, in 2012. 
Writing in The Lancet Global Health online, the senior health and policy adviser at Partners In 
Health finds that Shanchol was widely effective when administered to thousands of adults and 
children in the region. “We found that there were about 65 percent fewer cholera cases among 
people that were vaccinated than there were in those that were unvaccinated,” she says… 
 
A (Second) Lifeline  
February 20, 2015 
   Lately, PIH clinicians in Maforki Ebola Treatment Unit in Sierra Leone have been treating the 
sickest Ebola patients with two intravenous lines, instead of the usual one. It’s too early to say 
anything conclusive, but the change seems to be paying off. “Since providing this aggressive 
fluid resuscitation, PIH has not seen the death of a confirmed Ebola patient who began 
treatment at Maforki,” said John Welch, chief clinical officer for PIH’s Ebola response.  
 
Pediatric Development Clinic Helps High-Risk Babies in Rwanda  
February 20, 2015 
   Infant survival has steadily improved in Rwanda over the past decades. But mere survival 
isn’t enough for Rwanda’s Ministry of Health and Partners In Health’s sister organization, Inshuti 
Mu Buzima. They aim to ensure that high-risk babies have every opportunity to thrive. 
To work toward this goal, the Ministry of Health and PIH/IMB have created the Pediatric 
Development Clinic with support from UNICEF and specialists from Boston Children’s Hospital. 
The interdisciplinary program is intended to improve health outcomes for babies at risk of death 
or developmental delays. It’s the first program of its kind in Rwanda… 
 
 
PATH  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.path.org/news/index.php 
Press release | February 18, 2015 
Innovative partnership expanded to bring to market dual detection test for neglected tropical 
diseases 
PATH, Standard Diagnostics/Alere, and NIAID to collaborate on combined point-of-care rapid 
test for both river blindness and elephantiasis 
 
Press release | February 18, 2015 
Partners launch phase 2 safety study of a long-acting injectable to prevent HIV 
New long-acting formulations may improve adherence and increase uptake, add an important 
tool to the portfolio of prevention interventions 
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Plan International  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
Ebola: Schools reopen in Liberia  
   16 February 2015: Schools are reopening across Liberia this week after months of closure due 
to the Ebola crisis. 
   Thousands of children who have missed out on lessons since July 2014 will return to classes 
to continue their studies. 
   Plan International welcomes the news, urging international governments to provide expertise 
and funding to support Ebola-affected countries in reopening schools responsibly… 
[Editor’s Note: No mention in the press release of actual Plan International program activity in 
support of re-openings] 
 
 
Save The Children [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6150563/k.D0E9/Newsroom.htm 
Ebola Crisis: Save the Children Supports Safe Reopening of One in Five Liberian Schools 
   Monrovia, Liberia (Feb. 16, 2015) — Save the Children is actively supporting the long-
anticipated re-opening of hundreds of schools in Liberia today following a six-month educational 
hiatus due to the Ebola crisis. 
   The move comes after weeks of steady declines in the number of new Ebola cases in Liberia, 
which, at the peak of the epidemic in mid-2014, was reporting more than 300 cases a week, 
but recorded only three new cases for the week ending February 8, according to the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 
   "This is obviously a time for much celebration for a country that has been ravaged by the 
worst Ebola outbreak in history," said Save the Children's Liberia country director, Greg Duly. 
"However, we must be sure that schools re-open safely so that students and parents won't fear 
a flare-up of the disease. It is more important than ever to remain vigilant as we send Liberia's 
most precious resource back to school." 
   The Government of Liberia has established strict guidelines to ensure that school children 
return to an Ebola-free environment, including the provision of hand washing facilities; accurate 
non-contact thermometers; a small space for the temporary isolation of any suspected Ebola 
case; and a robust referral system with a nearby health facility. 
   Save the Children has been working closely with the Liberian Ministry of Education, and other 
local partners, to provide intensive Ebola-prevention training for teachers and community 
members in more than 840 schools, including helping to set up local Ebola safety committees 
and reliable patient transfer systems. 
   In 546 of these schools, the agency is also distributing hundreds of safety kits comprising of 
digital thermometers, chlorine, soap, buckets, brooms, educational posters, and rubber gloves 
and rain boots, as well as providing hand washing facilities and reliable water supplies…. 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
New report proposes steps for protecting children in alternative care 
18.02.2015 - New research from the University of Bedfordshire and SOS Children's Villages 
provides practitioners and policy-makers with recommendations for how to protect children in 
alternative care… 
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Tostan  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.tostan.org/latest-news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 21 February 2015]  
http://www.womenforwomen.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
ChildFund Alliance 
http://childfundalliance.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/press 
[Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
EHLRA/R2HC [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.elrha.org/news/elrha 
No new digest content identified. 
 
END Fund  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.end.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
GAVI [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
Immunisation leaders call for increased political support for immunisation in Pakistan 
High-level mission shines spotlight on challenges facing immunisation services in Pakistan 
Islamabad  
   19 February 2015 – Childhood immunisation in Pakistan is at a crossroads and strong political 
will is required to ensure that the lives of millions of children are not put at risk, three global 
health leaders warned today. 
   Almost three million children miss out on a full course of the most basic vaccines every year 
in Pakistan, leaving them vulnerable to life-threatening diseases. Immunisation coverage rates 
across the country vary widely with some districts seeing very few children protected against 
diseases such as diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, measles and bacterial pneumonia…. 
   A high-level mission including Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, Dr Ala 
Alwan, Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean region at the World Health 
Organization, and Dr Geeta Rao Gupta, Deputy Executive Director of UNICEF is meeting with 
leaders in Islamabad to set out their concerns and offer their support to Pakistan moving 
forwards…. 
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Global Fund [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/newsreleases/ 
18 February 2015 
New Malaria Grant Aims for Universal Coverage in Cameroon  
 
17 February 2015 
Global Fund Supports “All In” to End the AIDS Epidemic among Adolescents  
[Excerpt] 
   While major advances have been made in almost every area of the response to HIV, progress 
for adolescents is falling behind, said leaders in the global response to end the AIDS epidemic.  
AIDS has become the leading cause of death for adolescents in Africa and the second leading 
cause of death among adolescents globally. Just one in four children and adolescents under the 
age of 15 have access to life-saving antiretroviral treatment. Deaths are declining in all age 
groups, except among 10–19 year olds.  
   New HIV infections among adolescents are not declining as quickly as among other age 
groups. Adolescent girls, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, are most affected. In South Africa in 
2013, more than 860 girls became infected with HIV every week, compared to 170 boys.  
   To address this inequity, UNAIDS, UNICEF and partners have launched All In, a new platform 
for action to drive better results for adolescents by encouraging strategic changes in policy and 
engaging more young people in the effort.  
    Leaders from around the world met today in Nairobi, Kenya, where President Uhuru Kenyatta 
launched the new platform, which will help address one of the most pressing gaps in the AIDS 
response.  
   “By including adolescents in decision-making processes that have a direct effect on their lives, 
this initiative will be a catalyst for change,” said President Uhuru Kenyatta. “Kenya is proud to 
support this new initiative.” 
   All In focuses on four key action areas: engaging, mobilizing and empowering adolescents as 
leaders and actors of social change; improving data collection to better inform programming; 
encouraging innovative approaches to reach adolescents with essential HIV services adapted to 
their needs; and placing adolescent HIV firmly on political agendas to spur concrete action and 
mobilize resources 
   “HIV is the leading cause of death among adolescents in Africa and young women are most 
affected. This is a moral injustice. I am calling on young people to lead the All In movement, 
alongside the United Nations, public and private partners, and countries themselves, to end the 
adolescent AIDS epidemic,” said Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS. 
 
16 February 2015 
Papua New Guinea Intensifies Campaign Against TB and Malaria  
 
Hilton Prize Laureates Collaborative  [to 21 February 2015] 
http://hiltonprizelaureatescollaborative.net/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
ODI   [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
Event 
Financing the future: fresh perspectives on global development 
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17 - 18 March 2015 
La Palm Royal Beach Hotel 
   Given the changing nature of development finance and the proliferation of new sources and 
mechanisms, how can it meet the challenges of a new era? 
   To set the stage for these debates, ODI and a global coalition of partners including ACET, 
the Brookings Institution, CABRI, CEPEI, DFI, ESRF and UNDP, are hosting ‘Financing the 
Future: Fresh perspectives on global development'. The conference will explore how 
international public finance can best contribute to accelerating progress in development from 
2015, identify specific contributions to the Financing for Development process and influence 
decision-makers ahead of the July summit..   Register  
 
Developmental regimes in Africa: synthesis report  
Research reports and studies, February 2015 
David Booth, Ton Dietz, Frederick Golooba-Mutebi, Ahmad Helmy Fuady, David Henley, Tim 
Kelsall 
This report brings together work done as part of the Developmental Regimes in Africa project, 
which explores how developmental regimes might emerge and be sustained in Africa in the 21st 
century. 
 
The Sphere Project [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
Sphere Board unveils strategic plan 2015-2020 
19 February 2015 | Sphere Project 
Sphere 2020, the Sphere Project strategic plan for the coming six years, has just been 
published. The plan defines an ambitious agenda for Sphere to continue fulfilling its unique role 
within the humanitarian sector.  
   Building on nearly two decades of organic growth, Sphere 2020 sets about to transform 
Sphere into a vigorous, deeply connected network of practitioners and organisations which will 
act as a global catalyst for humanitarian quality and accountability. 
   Four strategic priorities will enable this ambitious goal: 
   Priority 1: The establishment of a robust, inclusive network of Sphere practitioners will allow 
humanitarian actors and first responders to develop greater capacity to put humanitarian 
principles and standards into practice. 
   Priority 2: The collective ability of the Sphere network to carry out training and advocacy will 
be strengthened, targeting first responders, traditional and new humanitarian actors, 
international systems as well as local and national authorities. 
   Priority 3: A revision of the Sphere Handbook will offer the opportunity to sharpen the 
relevance and usability of Sphere standards by consolidating the evidence base and aligning 
them with innovative best practice in the sector. 
   Priority 4: The progressive formalisation of a Global Standards Alliance will improve 
coordinated action, allowing humanitarian standards to better influence humanitarian response, 
building greater ownership by individuals, communities and organisations. 
   In support of its strategic priorities, Sphere 2020 makes a point of developing dynamic 
communications and fundraising strategies. 
- Download Sphere 2020 (English, French, Spanish). 
 
Start Network [Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies] [to 21 February 2015] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
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Developing a Joint Emergency Contingency Plan after Floods in Mid-Western Nepal: 
Summary of report following the Learning Activities led by Handicap International and Plan in 
December, 2014 
   In August 2014, floods and landslides affected the western part of Nepal. The Start Fund was 
alerted on September 8 and responded in 71 hours. Two projects addressed WaSH, health, 
shelter, education, protection and food security & livelihood needs, mostly implemented through 
local partners of Handicap International and Plan – such as Forum for Human Rights and 
Disabled Nepal, Centre for Victims of Torture and Radha Krishna Tharu Jana Sewa Kendra 
(Bardiya). 
   The response to the disaster, in which government, UN and INGOs were involved, was 
disjointed and slow, despite years of investment in disaster risk management at local and 
national level. This realisation led different stakeholders involved to critically reflect what went 
wrong and why. There was a learning event for Clusters and Resident Coordinator s Office in 
November 2014 resulting in a document called “Reflection Exercise of the Cluster Response”. In 
parallel, a separate consultation in the areas affected engaged communities and DIPECHO 
partners working in the flood areas with findings captured in the report “Learning lessons from 
disaster in Mid and Far Western Region”. 
   The Start Fund followed up on these learning exercises through its 1% learning budget, 
which Handicap International and Plan accessed jointly to help bring partners together to 
develop a joint emergency contingency plan…. 
…Conclusion 
   These two events allowed the humanitarian community to reflect critically on years of work 
on disaster risk management and to analyse key gaps, especially in assessment skills and tools, 
understanding vulnerability, government capacity to respond and thinking collectively when 
preparing and responding to disasters in Nepal. The INGOs, under the umbrella of the 
Association of International NGOs, will continue to meet and strengthen joint action for 
preparedness and response. 
 
 

 *                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will monitor media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a growing 
number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian response 
and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  

 
BMGF (Gates Foundation) 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Clinton Foundation 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
Statement  
Statement from the Clinton Foundation 
February 19, 2015  
Like other global charities, the Clinton Foundation receives support from individuals, 
organizations and governments from all over the world.  
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Press Release  
Clinton Development Initiative Expands Work in Rwanda to Help Improve Farmers’ Incomes 
February 17, 2015  
Kigali, Rwanda – The Clinton Development Initiative (CDI), an initiative of the Clinton 
Foundation, announced an expansion of its long-standing work in Rwanda.  
 
Ford Foundation 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/newsroom 
20 February 2015:  
Ford Foundation Appoints Ursula Burns to Board of Trustees  
The first African American woman to head a Fortune 500 company joins the foundation's board  
 
19 February 2015:  
Common Cause on Criminal Justice Reform  
The foundation is a partner in a national effort to make the U.S. criminal justice system more 
fair, just, and effective 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Kellogg Foundation 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Civil rights organizations stand with Arab and Muslim communities in wake of Chapel Hill 
shootings 
Feb. 17, 2015  
Washington, D.C. – Leading national health, racial equity and civil rights groups, joining 
together as grantees of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s America Healing initiative, issued a joint 
statement in response to the shootings of three Muslim students of Arab descent in Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina, on Feb. 10, 2015. 
 
MacArthur Foundation 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
From the field 
Building Consensus for Criminal Justice Reform 
Published February 19, 2015  
   The Coalition for Public Safety, which brings together organizations of diverse philosophies 
and interests, is the largest national effort to make the U.S. criminal justice system safer, fairer, 
and more cost effective. The MacArthur-supported Coalition aims to build consensus around 
common sense justice reforms at the federal, state, and local levels. 
The U.S. is home to five percent of the world’s population but makes up 25 percent of the 
world’s prison population – and 60 percent of those in prison are racial and ethnic minorities. 
View the Coalition for Public Safety press release 
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Press release 
MacArthur Launches $75M Initiative to Reduce America's Use of Jails 
Published February 10, 2015   
   MacArthur today announced an initial five-year, $75 million investment that seeks to reduce 
over-incarceration by changing the way America thinks about and uses jails. The Safety and 
Justice Challenge will support cities and counties across the country seeking to create fairer, 
more effective local justice systems that improve public safety, save taxpayer money, and lead 
to better social outcomes. Jail populations have more than tripled since the 1980s, as have 
cumulative expenditures related to building and running them. 
   “For too long America has incarcerated too many people unnecessarily, spending too much 
money without improving public safety,” said Julia Stasch, MacArthur’s President. “Jails are 
where our nation’s incarceration problem begins; there are nearly 12 million jail admissions 
every year, and jails too often serve as warehouses for those too poor to post bail, nonviolent 
offenders, or people with mental illness. With this substantial, long-term commitment and 
investment, MacArthur hopes to support and demonstrate alternatives to incarceration as usual, 
and to create demand and momentum for change across the country.”… 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Rockefeller Foundation 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
The Rockefeller Foundation, AUC and IFAD launch L4Ag Network 
Feb 15, 2015  
L4Ag is an exclusive network of Africa’s ministers of finance and of agriculture who are coming 
together to provide leadership and strategic thinking to transform and energize Africa’s 
agricultural sector, to position it as a major contributor to economic growth across the 
continent.  
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Announces New Grants Totaling $3.15 Million for State Action 
Coalitions Working to Transform Health Care Through Nursing 
February 20, 2015 | News Release  
Future of Nursing: State Implementation Program now supports work in 33 states. 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Selects 2015 RWJF Culture of Health Prize Finalists 
February 19, 2015 | News Release  
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) announced the 15 communities that have been 
chosen as finalists for the 2015 RWJF Culture of Health Prize. 
 
IAVI Receives GSK Funding for the Human Vaccines Project to Accelerate Development of 
Vaccines for Infectious Diseases and Cancer 
February 17, 2015 | News Release  
The International AIDS Vaccine Initiative has received a grant from GSK to support 
implementation of the Human Vaccines Project, a new public-private partnership seeking to 
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transform global disease prevention. The funding builds on a grant last year to IAVI by the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation for a series of workshops to explore how to accelerate 
development of vaccines via a Human Vaccines Project, by tackling the major scientific 
challenges impeding vaccine research and development (R&D) through greater collaboration, 
increased knowledge sharing, and innovation. 
 
Skoll Foundation 
http://www.skollfoundation.org/latest-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Wellcome Trust 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2015/index.htm 
Wellcome Trust-funded vaccines company acquired by GSK  
GlycoVaxyn, a Swiss-based biopharmaceutical company, which has received funding from the 
Wellcome Trust Innovations division, has been acquired by global pharma firm GlaxoSmithKline 
(GSK) for $190 million (approximately £124 million).  
20 February 2015 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Vol. 9, No. 3–Summer 2014 
http://www.pnpco.com/pn03000.html 
[No abstracts available] 
Original Articles 
Superficial and invasive infections following flooding  
James H. Diaz, MD, MPH&TM, DrPH, FCCM 
Public health aspects of nuclear  and radiological incidents 
Seth K. Katz, MD, Steven J. Parrillo, DO, FACOEP-D, FACEP, Doran Christensen, DO, Erik S. 
Glassman, MS, CCEMT-P, Kimberly B. Gill, PhD 
Deployable, portable, and temporary hospitals; one state's experiences through the 
years 
Randy D. Kearns, DHA, MSA, Mary Beth Skarote, NREMT-P, LPN, Jeff Peterson, NREMT-P, BS,  
Lew Stringer, MD, FACA, Roy L. Alson, MD, PhD, FACEP, FAAEM, Bruce A. Cairns, MD, FACS, 
Michael W. Hubble, PhD, MBA, NREMT-P, Preston B. Rich, MD, MBA, FACS, Charles B. Cairns, 
MD, FACEP, FAHA, James H. Holmes IV, MD, FACS, Jeff Runge, MD, FACEP, Sean M. Siler, DO, 
MBA, FACEP, FAAEM, James Winslow, MD, MPH 
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Ethical and clinical dilemmas in patients with head and neck tumors visiting a field 
hospital in the Philippines 
Tal Marom, MD; David Segal, MD; Tomer Erlich, MD; Erez Tsumi, MD; Ofer Merin, MD, MHA; 
Guy Lin, MD 
 

 

American Journal of Infection Control 
February 2015  Volume 43, Issue 2, p99-198  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
February 2015   Volume 48, Issue 2, p121-240  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 105, Issue 3 (March 2015)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
The Case for the World Health Organization’s Commission on Social Determinants of 
Health to Address Gender Identity 
Frank Pega, PhD, MSc, and Jaimie F. Veale, PhD, MSc 
Abstract 
   We analyzed the case of the World Health Organization’s Commission on Social Determinants 
of Health, which did not address gender identity in their final report. 
   We argue that gender identity is increasingly being recognized as an important social 
determinant of health (SDH) that results in health inequities. We identify right to health 
mechanisms, such as established human rights instruments, as suitable policy tools for 
addressing gender identity as an SDH to improve health equity. 
   We urge the World Health Organization to add gender identity as an SDH in its conceptual 
framework for action on the SDHs and to develop and implement specific recommendations for 
addressing gender identity as an SDH. 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
February 2015; 92 (2)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 21 February 2015) 
BMC Health Services Research 
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(Accessed 21 February 2015) 

http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2014.302373
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2014.302373
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content


Research article    
Community health workers improve diabetes care in remote Australian Indigenous 
communities: results of a pragmatic cluster randomized controlled trial 
Robyn A McDermott, Barbara Schmidt, Cilla Preece, Vickie Owens, Sean Taylor, Ming Li, Adrian 
Esterman  
BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:68 (19 February 2015) 
Abstract | Provisional PDF  
Research article    
The impact of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) service scale-up on mechanisms 
of accountability in Zambian primary health centres: a case-based health systems 
analysis 
Stephanie M Topp, Jim Black, Martha Morrow, Julien M Chipukuma, Wim Van Damme  
BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:67 (18 February 2015)  
Abstract | Provisional PDF  
Research article    
An innovation for improving maternal, newborn and child health (MNCH) service 
delivery in Jigawa State, northern Nigeria: a qualitative study of stakeholders’ 
perceptions about clinical mentoring 
Ekechi Okereke, Jamilu Tukur, Amina Aminu, Jean Butera, Bello Mohammed, Mustapha Tanko, 
Ibrahim Yisa, Benson Obonyo, Mike Egboh  
BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:64 (15 February 2015)  
Abstract | Full text | PDF  
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 21 February 2015) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
(Accessed 21 February 2015) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
(Accessed 21 February 2015) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpublichealth/content 
Research article  
A cross-sectional survey on the health status and the health-related quality of life of 
the elderly after flood disaster in Bazhong city, Sichuan, China 
Jun Wu17†, Jian Xiao2†, Tong Li3†, Xiaoshan Li1, Huamin Sun3, Eric Chow3456, Yihua Lu3, 
Tian Tian3, Xiaoyan Li3, Qi Wang3, Xun Zhuang3* and Lei Zhang4*  
Author Affiliations 
BMC Public Health 2015, 15:163  doi:10.1186/s12889-015-1402-5 
Published: 19 February 2015  
Abstract (provisional) 
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Background  
Flood is common in China and causes extensive loss of property and human lives. Elderly is a 
vulnerable population prone to the detrimental impacts of floods. This survey aims to 
investigate the health status and the HRQoL of the elderly in Bazhong city after a major flood in 
2011.  
Methods  
A total of 1183 elderly (aged 60) were surveyed through random sampling from eight villages in 
Bazhong city. Two-week healthcare-seeking rate and chronic diseases prevalence were 
recorded anonymously. Health-related quality of life (HRQoL) was measured by the Medical 
Outcomes Study Short Form-36 (MOS SF-36). Multivariate regression analysis was conducted to 
determine the associated factors of poor HRQoL.  
Results  
The two-week healthcare-seeking rate among post-flood Bazhong elderly was significantly 
higher than the references rate among rural elderly in Sichuan province (59.3% versus 55.7%, 
χ2 = 5.134, p = 0.013), but Bazhong elderly demonstrated a significantly lower prevalence of 
chronic disease (33.2% versus 44.4%, χ2 = 48.847, p &lt; 0.001). All dimension scores among 
Bazhong elderly were significantly lower than the references scores in rural Sichuan elderly. The 
determinants of poor physical health included older age, singlehood, poor sleep patterns, and 
chronic diseases and so on.  
Conclusions  
A marked decline in health status among elderly in Bazhong after the 2011 flood. Post-flood 
management targeting elderly need to be sensitive to their age, gender, married status and 
status of chronic diseases.  
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
(Accessed 21 February 2015) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
Research article    
Evaluation of non-response bias in a cohort study of World Trade Center terrorist 
attack survivors 
Shengchao Yu, Robert M Brackbill, Steven D Stellman, Sharon Ghuman, Mark R Farfel BMC 
Research Notes 2015, 8:42 (15 February 2015)  
Abstract | Provisional PDF  
Research article    
Illness perceptions and explanatory models of viral hepatitis B & C among 
immigrants and refugees: a narrative systematic review 
John A Owiti, Trisha Greenhalgh, Lorna Sweeney, Graham R Foster, Kamaldeep S Bhui BMC 
Public Health 2015, 15:151 (15 February 2015)  
Abstract | Provisional PDF  
 
 
British Medical Journal 
21 February 2015(vol 350, issue 7996) 
http://www.bmj.com/content/350/7996 
[New issue; No relevant content] 
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Brown Journal of World Affairs 
Volume XXI Issue 1 Fall–Winter 2014 
http://brown.edu/initiatives/journal-world-affairs/ 
Rise of Africa  
Africa’s New Economic Landscape 
Punam Chuhan-Pole  
Preview: 
The August 2014 U.S.–Africa Leaders Summit served as a recognition of the dynamism of 
African economies and their growing interconnectedness with the global economy.1 For those 
who have been studying Africa’s economic development, the rise of the region has been evident 
for several years. Beginning in the mid-1990s, Africa has seen a remarkable turnaround in 
economic performance. Nearly two decades of robust growth and a better policy environment 
have made the region an increasingly attractive place to do business. Looking ahead, the more 
relevant issue is whether the region’s growth momentum will last. There are several deeper 
trends, especially natural resource wealth and demographic changes that hold the promise of 
sustaining Africa’s growth take-off and enhancing the region’s importance in the global 
economy. Unleashing this potential, however, will require countries to adopt appropriate 
reforms of policies and institutions.  
Rise of Africa  
Is Africa Rising? 
Ian Taylor  
Preview: 
Africa is said to be rising, turning a definitive page in its history. African per capita growth 
figures are relatively high and have now been sustained for a decade or so, constructed on the 
back of high commodity prices. Analyses thus far have had strong evangelical undertones, 
suggesting that Africa has turned a corner and that its emergence is imminent. Barely a week 
passes without a new article, official report, or conference eulogizing the continent and its 
growth figures. Africa has been called a “rising star” and a global power that “will rule the 21st 
century.”1 Previous, less positive studies on Africa’s political economy are dismissed as “Afro-
pessimism,” to be swept away by “the Ultimate Frontier Market.”2 It is clear that a flip-flop in 
attitudes regarding the continent has occurred. With minimal critical consideration, the narrative 
has swung from a portrayal of Africa as a basket case to Africa now being the future. Growth in 
GDP and opportunities for investors are the new intonations in a crude construction of Africa 
that has shifted almost overnight.  
Rise of Africa  
Religion and the Rise of Africa 
Amy S. Patterson  
Preview: 
The September 2013 terrorist attack by al-Shabaab on the Westgate mall in Nairobi, Kenya, 
heightened the world’s awareness of the role of religion in sub-Saharan Africa. When members 
of the Islamic terrorist organization, which controlled large swaths of Somalia from the late 
1990s until recently, stormed shops and killed patrons and shopkeepers, they attacked symbols 
of consumerism, globalization, and Western influence. Indeed, most shoppers were either 
expatriates or middle- and upper-class Kenyans. Yet, while al-Shabaab’s actions generated 
media attention, they also contributed to a simplistic understanding of religion in Africa that 
paints religion as violent, primitive, and anti-Western. These assumptions depict religion as a 
new force in African security, politics, and development. As this article illustrates, these 
portrayals misrepresent reality. As actors with perceived legitimacy in society, religious leaders 
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and institutions play complicated and diverse roles in Africa, from mobilizing parishioners for 
conservative social policies to negotiating peace agreements.  
Capital Punishment 
[No abstracts] 
Capital Punishment 
Carsten Anckar, Ty Alper, Salil Shetty  
The Value of International Standards in the Campaign for Abolition of the Death 
Penalty 
Salil Shetty  
Why Countries Choose the Death Penalty 
Carsten Anckar  
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 93, Number 2, February 2015, 65-132 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/93/2/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
January/February 2015  Volume 20, Issue 3  Pages fmi–fmi, 1–92 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v20.3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
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[No new relevant content] 
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[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
December 2014   Volume 14, Issue 3  Pages ii–iii, 111–167 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2014.14.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 25, Issue 1, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 10, Number 2 (March 2015) 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume  8  - Issue 06 - December 2014 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Prevention and Management 
Volume 24 Issue 1  
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/journals.htm?issn=0965-3562&show=latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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January 2015  Volume 39, Issue 1  Pages 1–184 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2015.39.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
March 2015, Volume 32, Issue 3  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
Original article 
Emergency and trauma care in Pakistan: a cross-sectional study of healthcare levels 
Junaid A Razzak1,2, Syed M Baqir1, Uzma Rahim Khan1, David Heller3, Junaid Bhatti1,4,5,  
Adnan A Hyder2 
Author Affiliations 
1Department of Emergency Medicine, The Aga Khan University, Karachi, Pakistan  
2Aman Healthcare Services, Karachi, Pakistan  
3International Injury Research Unit, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
Baltimore, Maryland, USA  
4Douglas Hospital Research Centre, Montreal, Canada  
5Public Health Solutions Pakistan (Pvt) Limited, Lahore, Pakistan  
Abstract 
Background  
The importance of emergency medical care for the successful functioning of health systems has 
been increasingly recognised. This study aimed to evaluate emergency and trauma care 
facilities in four districts of the province of Sindh, Pakistan.  
Method  
We conducted a cross-sectional health facility survey in four districts of the province of Sindh in 
Pakistan using a modified version of WHO’s Guidelines for essential trauma care. 93 public 
health facilities (81 primary care facilities, nine secondary care hospitals, three tertiary 
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hospitals) and 12 large private hospitals were surveyed. Interviews of healthcare providers and 
visual inspections of essential equipment and supplies as per guidelines were performed. A total 
of 141 physicians providing various levels of care were tested for their knowledge of basic 
emergency care using a validated instrument.  
Results  
Only 4 (44%) public secondary, 3 (25%) private secondary hospitals and all three tertiary care 
hospitals had designated emergency rooms. The majority of primary care health facilities had 
less than 60% of all essential equipments overall. Most of the secondary level public hospitals 
(78%) had less than 60% of essential equipments, and none had 80% or more. A fourth of 
private secondary care facilities and all tertiary care hospitals (n=3; 100%) had 80% or more 
essential equipments. The average percentage score on the physician knowledge test was 30%. 
None of the physicians scored above 60% correct responses.  
Conclusions  
The study findings demonstrated a gap in both essential equipment and provider knowledge 
necessary for effective emergency and trauma care.  
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Where is the limit? lessons learned from long-term conservation agriculture 
research in Zimuto Communal Area, Zimbabwe  
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Original Paper 
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William Erskine, Anita Ximenes, Diana Glazebrook, Marcelino da Costa… 
Original Paper 
The effect of women’s home gardens on vegetable production and consumption in 
Bangladesh  
Pepijn Schreinemachers, Marie Antoinette Patalagsa, Md. Rafiqul Islam… 
Original Paper 
Food insecurity worldwide derived from food supply patterns  
Eduardo Botti Abbade, Homero Dewes 
Abstract 
Worldwide, humanity is facing severe nutritional imbalances, which are dependent on access to 
food and the dietary habits of particular populations that can make them susceptible to 
malnutrition. This study aims to identify and analyze the main food supply patterns (FSPs) of 
populations worldwide, and then to relate them to their respective malnutrition conditions. The 
hypothesis is that there are specific, geographically identifiable FSPs that are associated with 
the nutritional misalignment of certain populations to a greater degree than others. This 
investigation is based on data regarding the supply of the main food groups worldwide, as well 
as the metrics associated with malnutrition. Data analyses were performed using descriptive 
statistics, cluster analysis, ANOVA, and correlation analysis. The results suggest the existence of 
nine clusters of countries with specific FSPs that differ significantly regarding their supplies of 
macronutrients and their malnutrition traits. Furthermore, using Pearson’s coefficient of 
variation (CV) to assess the balance level (or symmetry) of each FSP, reflecting the average 
supply of food groups, the results suggest the existence of a positive and significant correlation 
(r = 0.6364; p  = 0.000) between the imbalance level of particular FSPs and the prevalence of 
underweight children in their respective populations. Also, FSPs 1, 3, and 4 are strongly 
associated with obesogenic traits, with FSP 3 being the most strongly associated with the 
prevalence of overweight. According to our analyses, the FSPs of Southern Africa (with a strong 
prevalence of child overweight) and Southern Asia (with a strong prevalence of child 
underweight) lead to the worst conditions observed, while the populations with the best 
nutritional status are based on the FSP of Eastern Asia. 
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Abstract 
Disaster risk reduction (DRR), and indeed development at large, has traditionally been reluctant 
to acknowledge and accept the issue of gendered and sexual diversity in its mainstream policy 
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design and practice. Recent forays into mainstreaming gender and sexual minorities into DRR 
have, however, highlighted the crucial role that these minorities play in bigger development 
aspirations of participation and empowerment. This debate article explores the notion of 
‘queering development’ in DRR, and by drawing upon a recent DRR project in a rural area of the 
Philippines that is at high risk of natural hazards, we suggest a new framework for 
conceptualizing and ‘doing’ DRR. 
Potential Impact of Alternative Agricultural Technologies to Ensure Food Security 
and Raise Income of Farm Households in Rwanda 
Jean-Claude Bidogezaab*, Paul B.M. Berentsenb, Jan de Graaffc & Alfons Oude Lansinkb  
DOI:10.1080/08039410.2014.972444 
pages 133-157 
Published online: 05 Nov 2014 
Abstract 
Rapid population growth and stagnation of agricultural yields in Rwanda have caused a steady 
decline in food production per capita, a continuous expansion towards the use of marginal land 
and a strong degradation of land. The challenge of simultaneously achieving food security, rural 
welfare, land protection and soil fertility regeneration in the face of its high population is 
overwhelming to Rwanda. The objectives of this article are to assess the potential impacts of 
the alternative agricultural technologies on income, food production and soil loss for four arable 
farm household types and to assess policies that could induce adoption of these technologies. 
These include combined use of Tithonia diversifolia (green manure) and Diammonium 
phosphate. The bio-economic farm household model used has a form of a mathematical form of 
quadratic programming model. Model results show that these alternative agricultural 
technologies will clearly enhance food production and income for all farm household types 
except the full-time farm household for which cash at the beginning of the season is too 
restricted to switch to the new technologies. The outcomes of the model also reveal that with 
alternative technologies soil loss and soil organic carbon do not entail negative economic 
consequences. Off-farm employment policy will have a high impact on adoption among 
households with small farms and less off-farm opportunities because it provides cash that is 
needed to adopt the new technologies. 
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Abstract (provisional) 
Background 
An ecological perspective was prominently present in the health promotion movement in the 
1980s, but this seems to have faded. The burden of disease the developing world is facing 
cannot be addressed solely by reductionist approaches. Holistic approaches are called for that 
recognize the fundamentally interdependent nature of health and other societal, developmental, 
and ecosystem related factors in human communities. An ecosystem approach to human health 
(ecohealth) provides a good starting point to explore these interdependencies. 
Discussion 
Development assistance is often based on the assumption that developed countries can serve 
as models for developing ones. Japan has provided lavish assistance to Laos for example, much 
of it going to the development of transport networks. However, there is little sign that there is 
an awareness of the potentially negative environmental and health impacts of this assistance. 
We argue that the health consequences of environmental degradation are not always 
understood, and that developing countries need to consider these issues. The ecohealth 
approach is useful when exploring this issue. We highlight three implications of the ecohealth 
approach: (1) The WHO definition of health as a state of complete physical, mental and social 
well-being emphasized that health is more than the absence of disease. However, because this 
approach may involve an unattainable goal, we suggest that health should be defined in the 
ecosystem context, and the goal should be to attain acceptable and sustainable levels of health 
through enabling people to realize decent livelihoods, and to pursue their life purpose; (2) The 
increasing interconnectedness of ecosystems in a globalizing world requires an ethical approach 
that considers human responsibility for the global biosphere. Here, ecohealth could be a 
countervailing force to our excessive concentration on economy and technology; and (3) If 
ecohealth is to become a positive agent of change in the global health promotion movement, it 
will have to find a secure place in the educational curriculum. 
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Summary 
This article presents a brief case study of Japan’s development assistance to Laos, and its 
environmental and health implications, as an illustration of the ecohealth approach. We 
highlight three implications of the ecohealth perspective.  
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Extract 
The first known autochthonous transmission of chikungunya virus (CHIKV) fever in the Western 
Hemisphere occurred in October 2013 in the French sector of the island of Saint Martin, 
approximately 150 miles east from Puerto Rico [1]. Chikungunya virus is a mosquito-borne 
arbovirus widely distributed in Africa, Southeast Asia, and India, but until the last decade it was 
responsible mainly for sporadic, limited outbreaks of illness [2–5]. Its recent epidemic spread 
through the Caribbean now poses a threat to the continental countries of South, Central, and 
North America [6–10].  
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Abstract 
Background  
Gram-negative antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is of global concern, yet there are few reports 
from low- and low-middle-income countries, where antimicrobial choices are often limited.  
Methods  
This study offers a systematic review of PubMed, Embase, and World Health Organization 
(WHO) regional databases of Gram-negative bacteremia in children in low- and low-middle-
income countries reporting AMR since 2001.  
Results  
Data included 30 studies comprising 71 326 children, of whom 7056 had positive blood cultures, 
and Gram-negative organisms were isolated in 4710 (66.8%). In neonates, Klebsiella 
pneumoniae median resistance to ampicillin was 94% and cephalosporins 84% in Asia; 100% 
and 50% in Africa. Large regional variations in resistance rates to commonly prescribed 
antibiotics for Salmonella spp. were identified. Multidrug resistance (resistance to ampicillin, 
chloramphenicol, and cotrimoxazole) was present in 30% (interquartile range [IQR], 0–59.6) in 
Asia and 75% (IQR, 30–85.4) in Africa.  
Conclusions  
There is a need for an international pediatric antimicrobial resistance surveillance system that 
collects local epidemiological data to improve the evidence base for the WHO guidance for 
childhood Gram-negative bacteremia.  
Susceptibility to Measles Among Perinatally HIV-Infected Adolescents and Young 
Adults  
Lee E. Morris, Roberto Posada, Carole J. Hickman, Donald R. Latner, Tricia A. Singh, Alyssa 
Rautenberg, Jennifer Jao, William J. Bellini, and Rhoda Sperling 
J Ped Infect Dis (2015) 4 (1): 63-66 doi:10.1093/jpids/pit054  
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Editorial 
Ebola vaccines: an uncertain future? 
Zoë Mullan 
Published Online: 11 February 2015 
Open Access 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(15)70083-5 
Comment 
Trafficking, migration, and health: complexities and future directions 
Shira M Goldenberg 

Open Access  
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(15)70082-3 
Summary 
Documenting the health-related harms associated with human trafficking is crucial for the 
development of strategies to protect and promote the health of individuals who experience this 
serious human rights violation. In The Lancet Global Health, Ligia Kiss and colleagues1 report 
the results of a study of 1102 men, women, and children receiving post-trafficking services in 
Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam—the largest quantitative study of its kind. They document 
the health-related harms experienced by men, women, and children trafficked for sex work 
(32%), fishing (27%), and factory work (13%). 
Comment 
Effectiveness of oral cholera vaccine in Haiti 
Francisco J Luquero, David A Sack 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(15)70015-X 
Summary 
Although killed, whole-cell oral cholera vaccines (OCVs) have been known to be efficacious 
since 1986,1 and the bivalent whole-cell vaccine Shanchol has been licensed in India since 
2009,2 OCV was not regarded as useful for controlling cholera outbreaks until recently.2 Many 
public health officials questioned the use of OCV,3 including concerns about its cost, the 
feasibility of undertaking large campaigns, the acceptability of OCV among vaccinated 
communities, and the possibility of diverting resources from other interventions. 
Articles 
Dietary quality among men and women in 187 countries in 1990 and 2010: a 
systematic assessment 
Fumiaki Imamura, Renata Micha, Shahab Khatibzadeh, Saman Fahimi, Peilin Shi, John Powles, 
Dariush Mozaffarian, on behalf of the Global Burden of Diseases Nutrition and Chronic Diseases 
Expert Group (NutriCoDE) 
e132 
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Summary Full-Text  HTMLPDF 
Cost-effectiveness of two versus three or more doses of intermittent preventive 
treatment for malaria during pregnancy in sub-Saharan Africa: a modelling study of 
meta-analysis and cost data 
Silke Fernandes, Elisa Sicuri, Kassoum Kayentao, Anne Maria van Eijk, Jenny Hill, Jayne 
Webster, Vincent Were, James Akazili, Mwayi Madanitsa, Feiko O ter Kuile, Kara Hanson 
e143 
Summary Full-Text HTML PDF 
Health of men, women, and children in post-trafficking services in Cambodia, 
Thailand, and Vietnam: an observational cross-sectional study 
Ligia Kiss, Nicola S Pocock, Varaporn Naisanguansri, Soksreymom Suos, Brett Dickson, Doan 
Thuy, Jobst Koehler, Kittiphan Sirisup, Nisakorn Pongrungsee, Van Anh Nguyen, Rosilyne 
Borland, Poonam Dhavan, Cathy Zimmerman 
e154 
Summary 
Background 
Trafficking is a crime of global proportions involving extreme forms of exploitation and abuse. 
Yet little research has been done of the health risks and morbidity patterns for men, women, 
and children trafficked for various forms of forced labour. 
Methods 
We carried out face-to-face interviews with a consecutive sample of individuals entering 15 
post-trafficking services in Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam. We asked participants about living 
and working conditions, experience of violence, and health outcomes. We measured symptoms 
of anxiety and depression with the Hopkins Symptoms Checklist and post-traumatic stress 
disorder with the Harvard Trauma Questionnaire, and used adjusted logistic regression models 
to estimate the effect of trafficking on these mental health outcomes, controlling for age, sector 
of exploitation, and time in trafficking. 
Findings 
We interviewed 1102 people, of whom 1015 reached work destinations. Participants worked in 
various sectors including sex work (329 [32%]), fishing (275 [27%]), and factories (136 
[13%]). 481 (48%) of 1015 experienced physical violence, sexual violence, or both, with 198 
(35%) of 566 women and girls reporting sexual violence. 478 (47%) of 1015 participants were 
threatened and 198 (20%) were locked in a room. 685 (70%) of 985 who had data available 
worked 7 days per week and 296 (30%) of 989 worked at least 11 hours per day. 222 (22%) of 
983 had a serious injury at work. 61·2% (95% CI 58·2–64·2) of participants reported symptom 
of depression, 42·8% (39·8–45·9) reported symptoms of anxiety, and 38·9% (36·0–42·0) 
reported symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder. 5·2% (4·0–6·8) had attempted suicide in 
the past month. Participants who experienced extremely excessive overtime at work, restricted 
freedom, bad living conditions, threats, or severe violence were more likely to report symptoms 
of depression, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Interpretation 
This is the first health study of a large and diverse sample of men, women, and child survivors 
of trafficking for various forms of exploitation. Violence and unsafe working conditions were 
common and psychological morbidity was associated with severity of abuse. Survivors of 
trafficking need access to health care, especially mental health care. 
Articles 
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Summary 
Background 
Between April and June, 2012, a reactive cholera vaccination campaign was done in Haiti with 
an oral inactivated bivalent whole-cell vaccine. We aimed to assess the effectiveness of the 
vaccine in a case-control study and to assess the likelihood of bias in that study in a bias-
indicator study. 
Methods 
Residents of Bocozel or Grand Saline who were eligible for the vaccination campaign (ie, age 
≥12 months, not pregnant, and living in the region at the time of the vaccine campaign) were 
included. In the primary case-control study, cases had acute watery diarrhoea, sought 
treatment at one of three participating cholera treatment units, and had a stool sample positive 
for cholera by culture. For each case, four control individuals who did not seek treatment for 
acute watery diarrhoea were matched by location of residence, enrolment time (within 2 weeks 
of the case), and age (1–4 years, 5–15 years, and >15 years). Cases in the bias-indicator study 
were individuals with acute watery diarrhoea with a negative stool sample for cholera. Controls 
were selected in the same manner as in the primary case-control study. Trained staff used 
standard laboratory procedures to do rapid tests and stool cultures from study cases.      
Participants were interviewed to collect data on sociodemographic characteristics, risk factors 
for cholera, and self-reported vaccination. Data were analysed by conditional logistic regression, 
adjusting for matching factors. 
Findings 
From Oct 24, 2012, to March 9, 2014, 114 eligible individuals presented with acute watery 
diarrhoea and were enrolled, 25 of whom were subsequently excluded. 47 participants were 
analysed as cases in the vaccine effectiveness case-control study and 42 as cases in the bias-
indicator study. 33 (70%) of 47 cholera cases self-reported vaccination versus 167 (89%) of 
188 controls (vaccine effectiveness 63%, 95% CI 8–85). 27 (57%) of 47 cases had certified 
vaccination versus 147 (78%) of 188 controls (vaccine effectiveness 58%, 13–80). Neither self-
reported nor verified vaccination was significantly associated with non-cholera diarrhoea 
(vaccine effectiveness 18%, 95% CI −208 to 78 by self-report and −21%, −238 to 57 by 
verified vaccination). 
Interpretation 
Bivalent whole-cell oral cholera vaccine effectively protected against cholera in Haiti from 4 
months to 24 months after vaccination. Vaccination is an important component of efforts to 
control cholera epidemics. 
Funding 
National Institutes of Health, Delivering Oral Vaccines Effectively project, and Department of 
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Editorial 
HPV “Coverage” 
Anne Schuchat, M.D. 
N Engl J Med 2015; 372:775-776 February 19, 2015 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMe1415742 
This article has no abstract; the first 100 words appear below. 
   This issue of the Journal presents a milestone in expanding the coverage of cancers 
associated with the human papillomavirus (HPV). Joura and colleagues1 report the results of a 
randomized, controlled trial of a new 9-valent HPV vaccine versus a quadrivalent HPV vaccine in 
more than 14,000 young women. The authors found that the new vaccine had an efficacy of 
nearly 97% against high-grade cervical, vulvar, and vaginal disease related to HPV types 31, 
33, 45, 52, and 58. In the intention-to-treat analysis, the 9-valent vaccine was not found to be 
more beneficial than the quadrivalent vaccine, presumably because so many . . . 
Original Article 
A 9-Valent HPV Vaccine against Infection and Intraepithelial Neoplasia in Women 
Elmar A. Joura, M.D., Anna R. Giuliano, Ph.D., Ole-Erik Iversen, M.D., Celine Bouchard, M.D., 
Constance Mao, M.D., Jesper Mehlsen, M.D., Edson D. Moreira, Jr., M.D., Yuen Ngan, M.D., 
Lone Kjeld Petersen, M.D., Eduardo Lazcano-Ponce, M.D., Punnee Pitisuttithum, M.D., Jaime 
Alberto Restrepo, M.D., Gavin Stuart, M.D., Linn Woelber, M.D., Yuh Cheng Yang, M.D., Jack 
Cuzick, Ph.D., Suzanne M. Garland, M.D., Warner Huh, M.D., Susanne K. Kjaer, M.D., Oliver M. 
Bautista, Ph.D., Ivan S.F. Chan, Ph.D., Joshua Chen, Ph.D., Richard Gesser, M.D., Erin Moeller, 
M.P.H., Michael Ritter, B.A., Scott Vuocolo, Ph.D., and Alain Luxembourg, M.D., Ph.D. for the 
Broad Spectrum HPV Vaccine Study 
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Abstract 
Background 
The investigational 9-valent viruslike particle vaccine against human papillomavirus (HPV) 
includes the HPV types in the quadrivalent HPV (qHPV) vaccine (6, 11, 16, and 18) and five 
additional oncogenic types (31, 33, 45, 52, and 58). Here we present the results of a study of 
the efficacy and immunogenicity of the 9vHPV vaccine in women 16 to 26 years of age. 
Methods 
We performed a randomized, international, double-blind, phase 2b–3 study of the 9vHPV 
vaccine in 14,215 women. Participants received the 9vHPV vaccine or the qHPV vaccine in a 
series of three intramuscular injections on day 1 and at months 2 and 6. Serum was collected 
for analysis of antibody responses. Swabs of labial, vulvar, perineal, perianal, endocervical, and 
ectocervical tissue were obtained and used for HPV DNA testing, and liquid-based cytologic 
testing (Papanicolaou testing) was performed regularly. Tissue obtained by means of biopsy or 
as part of definitive therapy (including a loop electrosurgical excision procedure and conization) 
was tested for HPV. 
Results 
The rate of high-grade cervical, vulvar, or vaginal disease irrespective of HPV type (i.e., disease 
caused by HPV types included in the 9vHPV vaccine and those not included) in the modified 
intention-to-treat population (which included participants with and those without prevalent 
infection or disease) was 14.0 per 1000 person-years in both vaccine groups. The rate of high-
grade cervical, vulvar, or vaginal disease related to HPV-31, 33, 45, 52, and 58 in a prespecified 
per-protocol efficacy population (susceptible population) was 0.1 per 1000 person-years in the 
9vHPV group and 1.6 per 1000 person-years in the qHPV group (efficacy of the 9vHPV vaccine, 
96.7%; 95% confidence interval, 80.9 to 99.8). Antibody responses to HPV-6, 11, 16, and 18 
were noninferior to those generated by the qHPV vaccine. Adverse events related to injection 
site were more common in the 9vHPV group than in the qHPV group. 
Conclusions 
The 9vHPV vaccine prevented infection and disease related to HPV-31, 33, 45, 52, and 58 in a 
susceptible population and generated an antibody response to HPV-6, 11, 16, and 18 that was 
noninferior to that generated by the qHPV vaccine. The 9vHPV vaccine did not prevent infection 
and disease related to HPV types beyond the nine types covered by the vaccine. (Funded by 
Merck; ClinicalTrials.gov number, NCT00543543). 
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Assessing the Direct Effects of the Ebola Outbreak on Life Expectancy in Liberia, 
Sierra Leone and Guinea 
February 19, 2015 · Research  
Background:  
An EVD outbreak may reduce life expectancy directly (due to high mortality among EVD cases) 
and indirectly (e.g., due to lower utilization of healthcare and subsequent increases in non-EVD 
mortality). In this paper, we investigated the direct effects of EVD on life expectancy in Liberia, 
Sierra Leone and Guinea (LSLG thereafter).  
Methods:  
We used data on EVD cases and deaths published in situation reports by the World Health 
Organization (WHO), as well as data on the age of EVD cases reported from patient datasets. 
We used data on non-EVD mortality from the most recent life tables published prior to the EVD 
outbreak. We then formulated three scenarios based on hypotheses about a) the extent of 
under-reporting of EVD cases and b) the EVD case fatality ratio. For each scenario, we re-
estimated the number of EVD deaths in LSLG and we applied standard life table techniques to 
calculate life expectancy.  
Results:  
In Liberia, possible reductions in life expectancy resulting from EVD deaths ranged from 1.63 
year (low EVD scenario) to 5.56 years (high EVD scenario), whereas in Sierra Leone, possible 
life expectancy declines ranged from 1.38 to 5.10 years. In Guinea, the direct effects of EVD on 
life expectancy were more limited (<1.20 year).  
Conclusions:  
Our high EVD scenario suggests that, due to EVD deaths, life expectancy may have declined in 
Liberia and Sierra Leone to levels these two countries had not experienced since 2001-2003, 
i.e., approximately the end of their civil wars. The total effects of EVD on life expectancy may 
however be larger due to possible concomitant increases in non-EVD mortality during the 
outbreak.  
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DOI:10.1080/21693293.2014.988915 
pages 18-39  
Published online: 22 Jan 2015 
Abstract 
We analysed 26 studies of the use of public health resilience indicators (PHRIs) in an urban 
setting in western countries, provinces and states. We selected 279 PHRIs in these studies, of 
which 270 (97%) are used only once or twice. The analysis of the studies thus reveals a lack of 
consensus not only on the conceptual framework and the approach favoured, but also on the 
selection and optimal number of indicators. First, by performing different classifications and 
categorisations of PHRI we identify problems inherent in territorial practices that use PHRI. 
Second, we argue that the lack of consensus in several steps of the creation of PHRI stems 
notably from the ambiguity in the definitions of urban public health resilience, objectives for the 
use of such indicators, the selection method and the accessibility of data. Third, we propose a 
selection strategy for PHRI through which we demonstrate the need to adopt a parsimonious 
list of PHRI covering the urban resilience components and their constituent categories as 
broadly as possible while minimising the number of indicators retained. The result is a concise 
and less redundant list of indicators that are less sectoral and more integrative, which has the 
advantage of encompassing the integrated dimensions of urban resilience. 
Researching resilience: An agenda for change 
Peter Rogersa*  
DOI:10.1080/21693293.2014.988914 
pages 55-71 
Published online: 30 Jan 2015 
Abstract 
Drawing on a wide range of research – including disaster management, security studies, 
international relations and social sciences – this article offers a critical perspective on the 
current state of play in international research on disaster resilience. Some suggestions are made 
on how academic approaches can better interface with policy solutions to the wicked problem of 
disasters. The goal of this paper is to offer one potential roadmap of how research on resilience 
can help, not hinder, the broader policy agenda for increased societal security and disaster 
resilience. 
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DOI: 10.1111/risa.12243 
Abstract 
This research investigates the public's trust in risk-managing organizations after suffering 
serious damage from a major disaster. It is natural for public trust to decrease in organizations 
responsible for mitigating the damage. However, what about trust in organizations that address 
hazards not directly related to the disaster? Based on the results of surveys conducted by a 
national institute, the Japanese government concluded, in a White Paper on Science and 
Technology, that the public's trust in scientists declined overall after the 2011 Tohoku 
Earthquake. Because scientists play a key role in risk assessment and risk management in most 
areas, one could predict that trust in risk-managing organizations overall would decrease after a 
major disaster. The methodology of that survey, however, had limitations that prevented such 
conclusions. For this research, two surveys were conducted to measure the public's trust in risk-
managing organizations regarding various hazards, before and after the Tohoku Earthquake (n 
= 1,192 in 2008 and n = 1,138 in 2012). The results showed that trust decreased in risk-
managing organizations that deal with earthquakes and nuclear accidents, whereas trust levels 
related to many other hazards, especially in areas not touched by the Tohoku Earthquake, 
remained steady or even increased. These results reject the assertion that distrust rippled 
through all risk-managing organizations. The implications of this research are discussed, with 
the observation that this result is not necessarily gratifying for risk managers because high trust 
sometimes reduces public preparedness for disasters. 
Original Research Article 
False Alarms and Missed Events: The Impact and Origins of Perceived Inaccuracy in 
Tornado Warning Systems 
Joseph T. Ripberger1,*, Carol L. Silva2, Hank C. Jenkins-Smith3, Deven E. Carlson4, Mark 
James5 andKerry G. Herron6 
Article first published online: 31 JUL 2014 
DOI: 10.1111/risa.12262 
Abstract 
Theory and conventional wisdom suggest that errors undermine the credibility of tornado 
warning systems and thus decrease the probability that individuals will comply (i.e., engage in 
protective action) when future warnings are issued. Unfortunately, empirical research on the 
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influence of warning system accuracy on public responses to tornado warnings is incomplete 
and inconclusive. This study adds to existing research by analyzing two sets of relationships. 
First, we assess the relationship between perceptions of accuracy, credibility, and warning 
response. Using data collected via a large regional survey, we find that trust in the National 
Weather Service (NWS; the agency responsible for issuing tornado warnings) increases the 
likelihood that an individual will opt for protective action when responding to a hypothetical 
warning. More importantly, we find that subjective perceptions of warning system accuracy are, 
as theory suggests, systematically related to trust in the NWS and (by extension) stated 
responses to future warnings. The second half of the study matches survey data against NWS 
warning and event archives to investigate a critical follow-up question—Why do some people 
perceive that their warning system is accurate, whereas others perceive that their system is 
error prone? We find that subjective perceptions are—in part—a function of objective 
experience, knowledge, and demographic characteristics. When considered in tandem, these 
findings support the proposition that errors influence perceptions about the accuracy of warning 
systems, which in turn impact the credibility that people assign to information provided by 
systems and, ultimately, public decisions about how to respond when warnings are issued. 
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