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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
(1/16)announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, 
Education, Holistic Development, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
  
  
 Wealth: Having It All and Wanting More  
OXFAM ISSUE BRIEFING - JANUARY 2015 
Deborah Hardoon, Senior Researcher, Oxfam GB 
Post date: 19 January 2015 :: 12 pages 
   Global wealth is increasingly concentrated in the hands of a small wealthy elite. These 
wealthy individuals have generated and sustained their vast riches through their interests and 
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activities in a few important economic sectors, including finance and insurance and 
pharmaceuticals and healthcare. 
   Companies from these sectors spend millions of dollars every year on lobbying to create a 
policy environment that protects and enhances their interests further. The most prolific lobbying 
activities in the US are on budget and tax issues; public resources that should be directed to 
benefit the whole population, rather than reflect the interests of powerful lobbyists. 
   This briefing explains Oxfam's methodology and data sources and updates key inequality 
statistics, such as Oxfam's frequently cited fact in 2014: '85 billionaires have the same wealth as 
the bottom half of the world's population.' 
  
[Report Press Release Excerpt] 
The combined wealth of the richest 1 percent will overtake that of the other 99 percent of 
people next year unless the current trend of rising inequality is checked, Oxfam warned today 
ahead of the annual World Economic Forum meeting in Davos. 
   Wealth: Having It All and Wanting More, a research paper published today by Oxfam, shows 
that the richest 1 percent have seen their share of global wealth increase from 44 percent in 
2009 to 48 percent in 2014 and at this rate will be more than 50 percent in 2016. Members of 
this global elite had an average wealth of $2.7 million per adult in 2014. 
   Of the remaining 52 percent of global wealth, almost all (46 percent) is owned by the rest of 
the richest fifth of the world's population. The other 80 percent share just 5.5 percent and had 
an average wealth of $3,851 per adult - that's 1/700th of the average wealth of the 1 percent. 
Staggering inequality 
   Winnie Byanyima, Executive Director of Oxfam International, said: "Do we really want to live 
in a world where the one percent own more than the rest of us combined? The scale of global 
inequality is quite simply staggering and despite the issues shooting up the global agenda, the 
gap between the richest and the rest is widening fast. 
   "In the past 12 months we have seen world leaders from President Obama to Christine 
Lagarde talk more about tackling extreme inequality but we are still waiting for many of them to 
walk the walk. It is time our leaders took on the powerful vested interests that stand in the way 
of a fairer and more prosperous world.   
   "Business as usual for the elite isn't a cost free option - failure to tackle inequality will set the 
fight against poverty back decades. The poor are hurt twice by rising inequality - they get a 
smaller share of the economic pie and because extreme inequality hurts growth, there is less 
pie to be shared around."... 
  
[Concluding section of report] 
5 RISING INEQUALITY IS NOT INEVITABLE 
   In October 2014 Oxfam launched its Even It Up campaign, calling for governments, 
institutions and corporations to tackle extreme inequality. This briefing provides further 
evidence that we must build a fairer economic and political system that values every citizen. 
Oxfam is calling on world leaders, including those gathered at the 2015 World Economic Forum 
Annual Meeting in Davos, to address the factors that have led to today's inequality explosion 
and to implement policies that redistribute money and power from the few to the many. 
  
1 Make governments work for citizens and tackle extreme inequality  
Specific commitments must include: agreement of a post-2015 goal to eradicate extreme 
inequality by 2030; national inequality commissions; public disclosure of lobbying activities; 
freedom of expression and a free press. 
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2 Promote women's economic equality and women's rights  
Specific commitments must include: compensation for unpaid care; an end to the gender pay 
gap; equal inheritance and land rights for women; data collection to assess how women and 
girls are affected by economic policy. 
  
3 Pay workers a living wage and close the gap with skyrocketing executive reward  
Specific commitments must include: increasing minimum wages towards living wages; moving 
towards a highest-to-median pay ratio of 20:1; transparency on pay ratios; protection of 
worker's rights to unionise and strike. 
  
4 Share the tax burden fairly to level the playing field  
Specific commitments must include: shifting the tax burden away from labour and consumption 
and towards wealth, capital and income from these assets; transparency on tax incentives; 
national wealth taxes and exploration of a global wealth tax. 
  
5 Close international tax loopholes and fill holes in tax governance  
Specific commitments must include: a reform process where developing countries participate on 
an equal footing, and a new global governance body for tax matters; public country-by-country 
reporting; public registries of beneficial ownership; multilateral automatic exchange of tax 
information including with developing countries that can't reciprocate; stopping the use of tax 
havens, including through a blacklist and sanctions; making companies pay based on their real 
economic activity. 
  
6 Achieve universal free public services by 2020  
Specific commitments must include: removal of user fees; meeting spending commitments; 
stopping new and reviewing existing public subsidies for health and education provision by 
private for-profit companies; excluding public services and medicines from trade and investment 
agreements. 
  
7 Change the global system for research and development (R&D) and pricing of medicines so 
that everyone has access to appropriate and affordable medicines  
Specific commitments must include: a new global R&D treaty; increased investment in 
medicines, including in affordable generics; excluding intellectual property rules from trade 
agreements. 
  
8 Implement a universal social protection floor  
Specific commitments must include: universal child and elderly care services; basic income 
security through universal child benefits, unemployment benefits and pensions. 
  
9 Target development finance at reducing inequality and poverty, and strengthening the 
compact between citizens and their government  
Specific commitments must include: increased investment from donors in free public services 
and domestic resources mobilization; and assessing the effectiveness of programmes in terms 
of how they support citizens to challenge inequality and promote democratic participation. 
  
:::::: 
  



PRIVATE VIOLENCE, PUBLIC CONCERN - Intimate Partner Violence In Humanitarian 
Settings  
IRC Practice Brief, January 2015 :: 12 pages 
pdf: http://www.rescue.org/sites/default/files/resource-file/IRC_PVPC_FINAL_EN.PDF 
Violence against women and girls perpetrated by their intimate partners is a global 
phenomenon-experienced by at least one in three women during their lifetime.1 Prevalence is 
likely to be even higher in humanitarian settings, with an increasing body of evidence showing 
intimate partner violence (IPV)2 to be the most common type of violence women experience, 
though it may go underreported and receive less attention from humanitarian actors compared 
to sexual violence perpetrated by armed forces. 
   A new study by the International Rescue Committee (IRC), Private Violence, Public Concern, 
examines the nature and drivers of intimate partner violence in three refugee camps across 
three continents. The research shows that intimate partner violence in humanitarian settings is 
driven by a complex set of factors that include pre-existing gender inequalities, which is 
exacerbated by rapidly changing gender roles. 
   Private Violence, Public Concern's qualitative findings deepen our understanding of women's 
experience of intimate partner violence in displaced settings and highlights the lack of 
programming that exists to effectively prevent and respond to intimate partner violence. The 
study took place in 2014 in Domiz camp in Iraq, Dadaab camp in Kenya, and Ajuong Thok 
settlement in South Sudan, and focused on three key questions: 1) What are the drivers and 
nature of intimate partner violence in humanitarian settings?; 2) How do displaced women 
experience intimate partner violence?; and 3) What are women's suggestions for how 
humanitarian organizations can improve prevention and response to intimate partner violence? 
    
   This brief presents key findings from the study, draws on knowledge and insights from 
decades of IRC experience working with women and girls in crisis settings, including research 
on intimate partner violence in West Africa and Syria,8,9 and presents recommendations that 
are relevant to the humanitarian community working both within and outside of formal camp 
settings. 
  
:::::: 
  
Education Policy Outlook 2015: Making Reforms Happen  
OECD 
19 Jan 2015 :: 315 pages 
ISBN: 9789264225442 (PDF) ; 9789264228535 (EPUB) ; 9789264220942 (print) 
DOI : 10.1787/9789264225442-en 
pdf:http://www.oecd-library.org/deliver/9115011e.pdf?itemId=/content/book/9789264225442-
en&mimeType=application/pdf  
[Excerpt from press release] 
   Governments around the world are under growing pressure to improve their education 
systems. Rising spending is increasingly being matched by reforms to help disadvantaged 
children, invest in teachers and improve vocational training. But a widespread lack of evaluation 
of the impact of these reforms could hinder their effectiveness and hurt educational outcomes, 
according to a new OECD report, which finds that once new policies are adopted, there is little 
follow-up. Only around one in 10 of the 450 different reforms put in place between 2008 and 
2014 were evaluated for their impact by governments between their launch and the publication 
of this report. 
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  Measuring policy impact more rigorously and consistently will prove more cost-effective in the 
long-run, says the OECD. It will also ensure that future reforms are built on policies proven to 
work over a timeframe independent of political cycles or pressures. 
  "Too many education reforms are failing to measure success or failure in the classroom," said 
Andreas Schleicher, OECD Director for Education and Skills, at the launch of the report at the 
Education World Forum in London. "While it is encouraging to see a greater focus on outcomes, 
rather than simply increasing spending, it's crucial that reforms are given the time to work and 
their impact is analysed." 
  "Education represents 12.9% of government spending, with total expenditure across the 
OECD exceeding 2.5 trillion dollars a year, equivalent to the GDP of the United Kingdom," he 
added. "This valuable investment must be deployed in the most effective way. Reforms on 
paper need to translate into better education in our schools and classrooms." 
    The report finds a trend of reform priorities converging across the OECD. Of the reforms 
analysed, most focused on: supporting disadvantaged children and early childhood care; 
reforming vocational education systems and building links with employers; improving training 
and professional development for teachers; and strengthening school evaluation and 
assessment. 
    A second OECD report underlines the continuing need for improving education. Education at 
a Glance Interim Report: Update of Employment and Educational Attainment Indicators finds 
that almost one in six 25-34 year-olds across OECD countries does not have the skills 
considered essential to function in today's society, and the situation has changed little since 
2003. 
    There are 13 OECD countries with 15% or more unqualified youth, including countries like 
France, the Netherlands, Norway, Denmark, New Zealand or Italy. 
    "Having one out of every six young adults entering the world of adult life without a 
qualification is a major risk for labour markets and societies, said Andreas Schleicher. "Progress 
has to be achieved across the educational ladder, with priority given to diminishing the share of 
the least educated among the young." 
  
  
Adolescents twice as likely to be out of school as children of primary school age, say 
UNESCO and UNICEF 
New report shows why 'business as usual' won't lead to universal primary or secondary 
education 
19.01.2015 
   Around 63 million adolescents between the ages of 12 and 15 years are denied their right to 
an education, according to a new joint report from the UNESCO Institute for Statistics and 
UNICEF, Fixing the Broken Promise of Education for All: Findings from the Global Initiative on 
Out-of-School Children, released today during the Education World Forum.  
   Globally, 1 in 5 adolescents is not in school compared to almost 1 in 10 primary school-age 
children. So adolescents are twice as likely to be out of school as their younger counterparts. 
   The report also shows that as children get older, the risk that they will never start school or 
will drop out increases.  
   In total, 121 million children and adolescents have either never started school or dropped out 
despite the international community's promise to achieve Education for All by 2015. Data show 
that there has been almost no progress in reducing this number since 2007. Children living in 
conflict, child labourers and those facing discrimination based on ethnicity, gender and disability 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DzOl3S3ZvMperXd-sXHsBJj_pbxbjb2-i3490bR4jB0XYnh9sU3KktvYy3R8g3EnhWqKMpTpHKna0Ml1ibPKzu5vLS6MJZXnvXPVdwkVjk8hK90nOts0Ws8DUnz-GyQRcKsEsWaY6lkbPHlHwq0TzsSlGRUQa3d_VeX2qCSjZOLTij-yMwDh2iTEqsDaYniPYCQ0uJNWHI0-mcHkwFhCYg==&c=1KazskYNwQyiS24lEMXCu6CZJ6Au86SbyYww0B-2aM_gxAVeFehi7Q==&ch=IuJYmpl8BYn9Xtnr2NbtaDFzPoJgFTlL6Q2tBMD8_SElSnfUBBrkIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DzOl3S3ZvMperXd-sXHsBJj_pbxbjb2-i3490bR4jB0XYnh9sU3KktvYy3R8g3EnhWqKMpTpHKna0Ml1ibPKzu5vLS6MJZXnvXPVdwkVjk8hK90nOts0Ws8DUnz-GyQRcKsEsWaY6lkbPHlHwq0TzsSlGRUQa3d_VeX2qCSjZOLTij-yMwDh2iTEqsDaYniPYCQ0uJNWHI0-mcHkwFhCYg==&c=1KazskYNwQyiS24lEMXCu6CZJ6Au86SbyYww0B-2aM_gxAVeFehi7Q==&ch=IuJYmpl8BYn9Xtnr2NbtaDFzPoJgFTlL6Q2tBMD8_SElSnfUBBrkIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DzOl3S3ZvMperXd-sXHsBJj_pbxbjb2-i3490bR4jB0XYnh9sU3KktvYy3R8g3En3B9kq9Orwr-LvwEULWsZZ0iDf6tabRKcbxwI-LMckIpSI-fsSfIzRGVmN5-jsxzkozXoc4L_lFEu5LIAVJdREXZdg6xfaS_KH8nH9G4J5u5QjD-VCQBUqQsmYdSaEChaXGsRRyTPcZJ69_1BPbJ4WPMSMZVcDtEawmw5v2hcftz3nQ9QnPUfDDSuWHGISo5SIRi1zKkXpuoCJQ7WElpN3bqOWKc-83_gbPesuRPDDGZyqGY1Z-UvpyrAWfWKw2DHeHq4Zt2b5CPiYROttZsiXwXGLVwvcyaV1z3Qn7R6IFQzv2zyhb3Vjp9rQC3njAU3eRVhePzOZfo=&c=1KazskYNwQyiS24lEMXCu6CZJ6Au86SbyYww0B-2aM_gxAVeFehi7Q==&ch=IuJYmpl8BYn9Xtnr2NbtaDFzPoJgFTlL6Q2tBMD8_SElSnfUBBrkIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DzOl3S3ZvMperXd-sXHsBJj_pbxbjb2-i3490bR4jB0XYnh9sU3KktvYy3R8g3En3B9kq9Orwr-LvwEULWsZZ0iDf6tabRKcbxwI-LMckIpSI-fsSfIzRGVmN5-jsxzkozXoc4L_lFEu5LIAVJdREXZdg6xfaS_KH8nH9G4J5u5QjD-VCQBUqQsmYdSaEChaXGsRRyTPcZJ69_1BPbJ4WPMSMZVcDtEawmw5v2hcftz3nQ9QnPUfDDSuWHGISo5SIRi1zKkXpuoCJQ7WElpN3bqOWKc-83_gbPesuRPDDGZyqGY1Z-UvpyrAWfWKw2DHeHq4Zt2b5CPiYROttZsiXwXGLVwvcyaV1z3Qn7R6IFQzv2zyhb3Vjp9rQC3njAU3eRVhePzOZfo=&c=1KazskYNwQyiS24lEMXCu6CZJ6Au86SbyYww0B-2aM_gxAVeFehi7Q==&ch=IuJYmpl8BYn9Xtnr2NbtaDFzPoJgFTlL6Q2tBMD8_SElSnfUBBrkIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DzOl3S3ZvMperXd-sXHsBJj_pbxbjb2-i3490bR4jB0XYnh9sU3KktvYy3R8g3EnObDwCfFbyQST3jqimtThhtjPHJaijdWE58jFPbwE8D2up0YbwQQMD9cmBDQ1EddyRWY1rwUAHMWZcYSnVaz2h7eybzWvRzrcHMiafwhwOXAWw2jW2Z7GjiJq8qJkzQB1qQ9FnDatrVkr_wEme8hf-5egPsGTzRh1Rbm38BlZNGQ=&c=1KazskYNwQyiS24lEMXCu6CZJ6Au86SbyYww0B-2aM_gxAVeFehi7Q==&ch=IuJYmpl8BYn9Xtnr2NbtaDFzPoJgFTlL6Q2tBMD8_SElSnfUBBrkIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DzOl3S3ZvMperXd-sXHsBJj_pbxbjb2-i3490bR4jB0XYnh9sU3KktvYy3R8g3EnObDwCfFbyQST3jqimtThhtjPHJaijdWE58jFPbwE8D2up0YbwQQMD9cmBDQ1EddyRWY1rwUAHMWZcYSnVaz2h7eybzWvRzrcHMiafwhwOXAWw2jW2Z7GjiJq8qJkzQB1qQ9FnDatrVkr_wEme8hf-5egPsGTzRh1Rbm38BlZNGQ=&c=1KazskYNwQyiS24lEMXCu6CZJ6Au86SbyYww0B-2aM_gxAVeFehi7Q==&ch=IuJYmpl8BYn9Xtnr2NbtaDFzPoJgFTlL6Q2tBMD8_SElSnfUBBrkIw==


are the most affected. There is also a growing concern that previous gains in expanding access 
to education will erode without a major shift in policies and resources.  
   "Business as usual strategies based on more teachers, more classrooms and more textbooks 
are not enough to reach the most disadvantaged children," said UNESCO Director-General Irina 
Bokova. "We need targeted interventions to reach the families displaced by conflict, the girls 
forced to stay home, the children with disabilities and the millions obliged to work. But these 
policies come at a cost. This report serves as wake-up call to mobilise the resources needed to 
guarantee basic education for every child, once and for all."  
   As pressure mounts to include universal secondary education in the post-2015 global 
development agenda, the report shows the way forward to break the barriers that keep children 
out of school. If current trends continue, 25 million children - 15 million girls and 10 million 
boys - are likely to never set foot inside a classroom.  
   "To realize the promise of universal education for every child, we need a global commitment 
to invest in three areas: getting more children into primary school; in helping more children - 
especially girls - stay in school through the secondary level; and improving the quality of the 
learning they receive throughout their schooling," said UNICEF Executive Director Anthony 
Lake. "There should be no debate among these priorities: we need to do all three, because the 
success of every child - and the impact of our investment in education - depends on all three."  
The highest out-of-school rates are in Eritrea and Liberia, where 66 per cent and 59 per cent of 
children, respectively, do not go to primary school. In many countries, the rates of exclusion are 
even higher for older children, especially girls. In Pakistan, 58 per cent of adolescent girls 
roughly between the ages of 12 and 15 are out of school compared to 49 per cent of boys.  
Poverty is the greatest barrier to education, according to the report. In Nigeria, two-thirds of 
children in the poorest households are not in school and almost 90 per cent of them will 
probably never enrol. In contrast, only 5 per cent of the richest children are out of school and 
most of them are expected to start in the future (see the interactive data tool). 
 
 
:::::: 
 
 MSF- The Right Shot: Bringing Down Barriers to Affordable and Adapted Vaccines  
2nd Edition - January 2015 :: 124 pages 
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/sites/usa/files/attachments/the_right_shot_2nd_edition.
pdf  
website: www.msfaccess.org/our-work/vaccines  
[Full text from Overview] 
   Whether vaccinating refugee children in South Sudan, or pregnant women in Afghanistan, 
MSF has committed itself to prioritizing vaccination as a core health service in its operations. In 
2013 alone, our programs delivered more than 6.7 million doses of vaccines and immunological 
products, and we see the need to ramp up our activities even further. 
   However, the organization increasingly faces challenges at the field and global levels in 
expanding capacity to address immunization needs. The barriers encountered by MSF, including 
the rising cost of new vaccines and the lack of vaccine products suited for low-resource 
settings, are also obstacles for affected countries. As MSF uses newer vaccines more frequently 
in crisis settings, in line with the recently developed World Health Organization (WHO) 
guidelines on vaccinating in humanitarian emergencies, the challenges we face in purchasing 
vaccines at an affordable price have become acute. In addition, countries that are unable to 
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afford these high prices are increasingly voicing their frustration at the inability to protect their 
children against life-threatening-but preventable-diseases. 
This second edition of The Right Shot outlines how the prices of 16 fundamentally important 
vaccines have evolved since their development, in some cases as far back as 2000. 
   The report analyzes how prices are affected by the fact that a few multinational companies 
dominate the market, a lack of competition, various procurement strategies and purchasing 
conditions, and the business practices of the pharmaceutical industry. The publication 
consolidates and analyzes vaccine price data points from countries, UNICEF, Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO), MSF, and pharmaceutical companies. By examining the differences 
in pricing strategies used by companies based in emerging economies (developing country 
manufacturers) and multinational companies (industrialized country manufacturers), the 
publication explains how multinational pharmaceutical companies use their first-to-market 
advantage to reap blockbuster revenues, and are increasingly moving beyond high-income 
countries in seeking other profitable markets. 
   It also demonstrates how entry of additional manufacturers with WHO-prequalified vaccines, 
in particular developing country manufacturers, stimulates competition and drives down prices. 
   An overarching challenge that MSF faces in analyzing the vaccine market is the lack of data 
on prices and the notoriously opaque nature of the market; this lack of transparency also 
inhibits efforts to improve affordability. Price secrecy is ubiquitous in the vaccines market, 
putting countries and other purchasers at a distinct disadvantage when negotiating with 
companies. 
   While Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, has helped to lower prices of new and underused vaccines 
for its eligible countries-originally the poorest 73 countries of the world-the cost to fully 
immunize a child has nevertheless skyrocketed. Even at the lowest global prices, the 
introduction of the newest vaccines against pneumococcal and diarrheal diseases 
(pneumococcal conjugate and rotavirus vaccines, respectively), and against cervical cancer 
(human papillomavirus vaccine) has increased the cost of the full vaccines package 68-fold from 
2001 to 2014, calling into question the sustainability of immunization programs after countries 
lose donor support. Of particularly serious concern is the impact of this drastic increase on most 
middle-income countries (MICs), which are benefitting neither from lower prices negotiated by 
organizations such as Gavi, nor from international donor support. Many children living in MICs 
are not benefitting from new, life-saving vaccines as a result of irrational and unaffordable 
pricing policies; some of these countries even have lower immunization coverage rates than 
Gavi-eligible countries. 
   Finally, while recent years have seen the introduction of several new vaccines that offer 
significant potential to reduce childhood deaths, there has been little investment in adapting-or 
optimizing-vaccine products to resource-limited contexts. Most vaccines still need to be 
refrigerated in a rigid "cold chain" until the moment they are administered, which is an 
immense challenge for places without electricity. Multiple doses are needed to fully protect 
children, and bulky products complicate transport to remote areas. These are some of the 
obstacles that annually prevent almost 22 million children under one year of age from receiving 
the basic package of lifesaving vaccines. Whether in a small village in rural Congo or a refugee 
camp in Iraq, vaccine delivery can be extremely difficult and costly to execute. A growing body 
of evidence, including MSF research, shows that some vaccines can remain effective outside of 
a strictly regulated temperature range, and rapid steps to re-label vaccines for their true heat 
stability are needed, along with further investments in better adapted products. 
   Vaccine commodities themselves account for almost half of the 57 billion US dollars (US$) 
needed to finance the Decade of Vaccines-the global framework for expanding access to 



immunization from 2011 to 2020. In the meantime, many countries, especially middle-income 
countries, are unable to afford the newest vaccines for their populations, nor can organizations 
such as MSF provide these vaccines to crisis-affected children, because of the very high price 
tag. Better solutions that can make new quality-assured vaccines more affordable and adapted 
to the environments where children are most vulnerable are urgently needed. Efforts to 
accelerate real competition in the vaccines market will deliver the most sustainable price 
reductions; in the interim, procurement strategies that benefit as many countries as possible 
should be pursued. Collective action is needed to improve price transparency and ensure 
affordable prices for quality assured vaccines in all countries, so that governments can make 
the benefits of immunization accessible to their populations. Shedding more light on the vaccine 
industry will benefit children everywhere. 
  
:::::: 
 
  
Genetic diversity a hidden tool in coping with climate change 
Raw material of food systems are key to helping agriculture adapt to volatile weather and rising 
temperatures 
   19 January 2015, Rome - Genetic resources have a critical role to play in feeding the world - 
especially as climate change advances faster than expected - and much more needs to be done 
to study, preserve and utilize the biological diversity that underpins world food production, 
according to a new book released by FAO today. 
   "Time is not on our side" warns the book, Coping with climate change: the roles of genetic 
resources for food and agriculture. "In the coming decades, millions of people whose livelihoods 
and food security depend on farming, aquaculture, fishing, forestry and livestock keeping are 
likely to face unprecedented climatic conditions." 
   Crops, livestock, forest trees and aquatic organisms capable of surviving and producing in a 
changing climate will be needed. 
   The ability of plants and animals raised by farmers to withstand volatile conditions and adapt 
when the environment changes is a direct result of their genetic diversity, but stronger efforts 
to study and use that diversity as a coping mechanism - and policies to support that - are 
required, the book argues. 
   "In a warmer world with harsher, more variable weather, plants and animals raised for food 
will need to have the biological capacity to adapt more quickly than ever before," said FAO 
Deputy Director-General Maria Helena Semedo. 
   "Preventing further losses of agricultural genetic resources and diverting more attention to 
studying them and their potential will boost humankind's ability to adapt to climate change," 
she added. 
    Such an adaptive approach will require updating the goals of agricultural breeding 
programmes - and in some cases introducing varieties, breeds, species, that have not been 
previously raised. 
   And improvements to field-based and off-site conservation programmes for domesticated 
species, their wild relatives and other wild genetic resources important for food and agriculture 
- along with policies that promote their sustainable use - are "urgently" needed. 
   Building our knowledge of genetic resources for food and agriculture - where they are found, 
what characteristics they have (e.g. resistance to drought or disease) and how they can best be 
managed is also critical, the book says. 
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   In particular, improving knowledge, conservation and use of crop wild relatives is important - 
they are likely to have genetic traits that can be used to develop well-adapted crops for use in 
climate change-affected food systems. 
   "We need to strengthen the role of genetic resources and help farmers, fishers and foresters 
cope with climate change," says Linda Collette, lead editor of the volume and Secretary of 
FAO's Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, which starts its biennial 
meeting today. 
   Many locally adapted varieties and breeds of crops and livestock - as well as trees, fish, 
insects and micro-organisms - are poorly documented and may be lost before their potential 
roles in climate change adaptation are recognized. 
   Efforts should be made to avoid practices that destroy biodiversity or undermine the health of 
agricultural ecosystems - for instance the use of broad-spectrum insecticides that impact 
pollinators. 
Guidelines point the way 
   The commission will also consider the adoption of guidelines for the integration of genetic 
resources into climate change adaptation plans, developed by FAO taking into account 
UNFCCC's current guidance. The draft guidelines argue for an increased and explicit use of 
genetic resources as a part of overall adaptation measures needed to assure food security - in 
recognition to the critical role that genetic diversity must play there. 
   The guidelines contain a range of recommendations aimed at helping countries implement 
policies and strategies for studying, preserving, and utilizing genetic resources to adapt to 
climate change. 
   They aim to support governments' use of genetic resources - ranging from seed varieties of 
major staple crops to the millions of microbes living in the soil, an area where expertise is 
relatively thin - in their national plans for coping with climate change. 
 
:::::: 
  
Editor's Note: While we cannot generally track country-level activity, we take note of the 
Secretary General's report below which tracks the impact of the Security Council's precedent-
setting decision to authorize specific humanitarian access to Syria without government consent. 
U.N. approved cross-border aid helps 600,000 Syrians in six months  
By Michelle Nichols 
UNITED NATIONS Fri Jan 23, 2015 5:25am IST 
   (Reuters) - The United Nations said on Thursday that 54 aid shipments to Syria had been 
made since the U.N. Security Council authorized some cross-border routes in July, supplying 
food to 600,000 people, along with water and medical supplies. 
   In his latest monthly report to the council, U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said the 
United Nations and partners had made 40 shipments from Turkey and 14 from Jordan. 
Deliveries could not be made from Iraq due to insecurity, he said. 
   The Security Council approved humanitarian access without Syrian government consent into 
rebel-held areas at four border crossings from Turkey, Iraq and Jordan. Western diplomats said 
at the time that nearly 2 million people could be reached. 
   Ban's report on Syria aid access, obtained by Reuters, said food assistance had reached 
596,000 people, non-food items had been delivered to 522,000, water and sanitation supplies 
had reached more than 280,000 and medical supplies some 262,000. 
   Deliveries at those four border crossings added to existing efforts in coordination with the 
Syrian government, which reach several million people a month. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DzOl3S3ZvMperXd-sXHsBJj_pbxbjb2-i3490bR4jB0XYnh9sU3KktvYy3R8g3EnEbslWr7hOV3bMY-XI9S12TAVG96Xx2vLIzAJQvRyeka6RLTRCoc7TOjTRe9RxEfbbFas4kkf5pmJeiDevYilwUZXEMFNusEArfZHJHYR4zm2UIfK0a-KW0Eu2LRwy3TGtf3oIB1TdXL5-unHxkxkd9Gk3rKMz7FhPqqjajzddf3zwbBYPC4gjYa6CEPIl_wBwRMiEGsBk1U=&c=1KazskYNwQyiS24lEMXCu6CZJ6Au86SbyYww0B-2aM_gxAVeFehi7Q==&ch=IuJYmpl8BYn9Xtnr2NbtaDFzPoJgFTlL6Q2tBMD8_SElSnfUBBrkIw==


   But Ban said the situation has continued to "deteriorate rapidly" as Syria's civil war is about to 
enter its fifth year. 
   "Widespread fighting across the country, administrative hurdles, and lack of agreement from 
the parties continued to constrain humanitarian access across the country, affecting the 
humanitarian capacity to deliver at planned scaled," Ban said. 
   He said some 12.2 million Syrian need assistance, while 3.8 million people have fled the 
country and about 7.6 million in Syria are displaced. 
   "It is completely unacceptable that the people of Syria continue to face grave abuses of 
human rights and international humanitarian law by the parties to the conflict and that they are 
denied access to the basic requirements for their survival," Ban's report said.... 
  
:::::: 
  
EBOLA/EVD [to 24 January 2015] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC); "Threat to international peace and 
security" (UN Security Council)  
  
WHO: Ebola response roadmap - Situation report 21 January 2015 
[Excerpt] 
SUMMARY  
:: Case incidence continues to fall in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, with a halving time of 
1.4 weeks in Guinea, 2.0 weeks Liberia, and 2.7 weeks in Sierra Leone. A combined total of 145 
confirmed cases were reported from the 3 countries in the week to 18 January: 20 in Guinea, 8 
in Liberia, and 117 in Sierra Leone.   
:: Mali has been declared free of Ebola virus disease (EVD) after completing 42 days since the 
last case tested negative for EVD. 
:: Surveillance and information sharing will be increased in the border districts of Guinea-Bissau, 
Côte d'Ivoire, Mali and Senegal adjacent to the 3 intense-transmission countries. 
:: Each of the intense-transmission countries has sufficient capacity to isolate and treat 
patients, with more than 2 treatment beds per reported confirmed, probable and suspected 
case. The planned numbers of beds in each country has now been reduced in accordance with 
falling case incidence. 
:: Similarly, each country has sufficient capacity to bury all people known to have died from 
EVD. 
:: Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone report that between 89% and 99% of registered contacts 
are monitored each day, though the number of contacts traced per EVD case remains lower 
than expected in many districts. In the week to 11 January, 53% of new confirmed cases in 
Guinea arose from known contacts; in the period between 1 January and 15 January, 53% of 
new confirmed cases in Liberia arose from known contacts. Equivalent data are not yet 
available for Sierra Leone. 
:: There are currently 27 laboratories providing case-confirmation services in the 3 intense-
transmission countries. Five more laboratories are planned in order to meet demand. The mean 
time between sample collection to sample testing in the 21 days to 18 January was 1.37 days in 
Guinea, 2.03 days in Liberia, and 2.32 days in Sierra Leone, although several districts in Guinea 
have yet to report data. 
:: Case fatality among hospitalized patients (calculated from all hospitalized patients with a 
reported definitive outcome) is between 57% and 59% in the 3 intense-transmission countries, 
with no detectable improvement since the onset of the epidemic. 
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:: A total of 828 health worker infections have been reported in the 3 intense-transmission 
countries; there have been 499 reported deaths. The incidence of health worker infections has 
fallen in Liberia and Sierra Leone, but rose in Guinea throughout December. 
:: As an indication of community engagement, 71% of districts in Guinea and 100% of districts 
in Sierra Leone have a list of key religious leaders who promote safe and dignified burials. No 
data are available for Liberia. Incidents of community resistance to safe burials and contact 
tracing continue to be reported in all 3 countries, although they are most common in Guinea. 
  
COUNTRIES WITH WIDESPREAD AND INTENSE TRANSMISSION 
:: There have been in excess of 21,000 reported confirmed, probable, and suspected 
cases (Annex 1) of EVD in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone (table 1), with more than 
8600 deaths (outcomes for many cases are unknown). A total of 20 new confirmed cases 
were reported in Guinea, 8 in Liberia, and 117 in Sierra Leone in the 7 days to 18 January. 
:: A stratified analysis of cumulative confirmed and probable cases indicates that the number of 
cases in males and females is similar (table 2). Compared with children (people aged 14 years 
and under), people aged 15 to 44 are approximately three times more likely to be affected. :: 
People aged 45 and over are almost four times more likely to be affected than are children. 
:: A total of 828 health worker infections have been reported in the 3 intense-transmission 
countries; there have been 499 reported deaths (table 3)... 
 
 
 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
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United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly 
Selected Press Releases [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
23 January 2015  
SG/SM/16482-ECO/246-ENV/DEV/1485 
With Adoption of Sustainable Development Goals ‘We Can Set Our Lives, Our World on Course 
for a Better Future’, Secretary-General Tells World Economic Forum 
Following is UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s introductory remarks at the World Economic 
Forum plenary session “Tackling Climate, Development and Growth”, in Davos, Switzerland, 
today. 
 
20 January 2015  
SG/A/1540 
Secretary-General Appoints Eric Goosby of United States as United Nations Special Envoy on 
Tuberculosis 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has appointed Eric Goosby of the United States 
as the United Nations Special Envoy on Tuberculosis. 
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20 January 2015  
SG/SM/16473-GA/11612 
Secretary-General, at General Assembly Ebola Meeting, Urges National Stakeholders, 
Community Leaders, Response Partners, Member States to Stay Engaged 
Following are UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s remarks to the informal General Assembly 
meeting on Ebola, in New York today. 
 
19 January 2015  
SC/11740 
Inclusive Development Critical for Preventing Conflict, Speakers Emphasize, as Security Council 
Debates Maintenance of International Peace, Security 
During a day-long debate featuring nearly eighty speakers and presided over by the President 
of Chile, the Security Council today urged a common United Nations approach to inclusive 
development as a key for preventing conflict and enabling sustainable peace. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 24 January 
2015] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true 
Comment by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein on the abuse of 
the Special Rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar, Yanghee Lee  
1/21/2015 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict  [to 24 January 2015] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
20 Jan 2015 
UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict welcomes Somalia’s Ratification of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/hom 
Press Releases 
UNHCR and ITC partner to support economic empowerment for refugees  
21 January 2015 
   The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the 
International Trade Centre (ITC) have agreed to step up joint efforts to ensure better economic 
and employment opportunities for the millions of refugees across the world. 
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   The collaboration will seek to improve the livelihoods of refugees by enhancing their skill set 
and connecting them to opportunities linked to international trade. The Agreement was signed 
by High Commissioner António Guterres and ITC Executive Director Arancha González at 
UNHCR headquarters on Wednesday 21 January 2015. 
   'Building the economic potential and creating job opportunities for refugee communities is 
about investing in peace, security and dignity,' said Ms. González. 'By linking refugees to 
markets we assist these communities in retaining and using their traditional skills in a way that 
provides economic opportunities, and builds a market for their goods and services.' 
   'Empowering refugees through work and economic opportunities is key to helping people 
return to normal and productive lives,' said High Commissioner Guterres. 'This is an important 
step toward that goal.' 
   Co-operation between UNHCR and ITC will place special focus on interventions that aim to 
integrate refugees into the value chains of private-sector companies that are targeting export 
markets, especially sectors linked to information technology and agribusiness and handicrafts. 
Particular attention will be paid to women and youth. 
 
 
UNOCHA [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.unocha.org/ 
23 Jan 2015  
Syrian Arab Republic: UN Emergency Fund gives $100 million for aid operations in Syria and 
other poorly funded crises  
   (New York, 23 January 2014) – The United Nations humanitarian chief, Valerie Amos, has 
allocated some US$100 million from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to boost 
life-saving relief work in Syria and 11 other countries where humanitarian...  
 
23 Jan 2015  
occupied Palestinian territory: United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator calls for 
an immediate halt to demolitions and forced displacement in the West Bank  
   23 January 2015 Today, the United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, James 
W. Rawley, expressed concern over the Israeli authorities’ recent spate of demolitions of 
Palestinian homes in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem. “In the past three days, 
77 Palestinians, over half of them children, have been made homeless,” said Mr. Rawley… 
 
20 Jan 2015  
Central African Republic: CentralAfrican Republic: UN humanitarian coordinator calls for 
immediate release of abducted humanitarian worker  
   (Bangui,20 January, 2015) The day after the abduction of a French humanitarian aid worker 
in Bangui, the United Nations interim Humanitarian Coordinator Mohamed Malick Fall, calls upon 
the perpetrators for her immediate and safe release. Mr. Fall and the whole humanitarian 
community in the Central African Republic (CAR) are deeply concerned by yesterday’s 
kidnapping and strongly condemn such...  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
The Year of Resilience 
22 Jan 2015 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-emergency-fund-gives-100-million-aid-operations-syria-and-other
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-emergency-fund-gives-100-million-aid-operations-syria-and-other
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/united-nations-resident-and-humanitarian-coordinator-calls
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/united-nations-resident-and-humanitarian-coordinator-calls
http://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/centralafrican-republic-un-humanitarian-coordinator-calls-immediate
http://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/centralafrican-republic-un-humanitarian-coordinator-calls-immediate
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
http://www.unisdr.org/archive/42023


Ten years ago this month, representatives from 168 United Nations member states met in 
Kobe, the capital of Japan’s Hyogo Prefecture, to decide how to manage risk better in the wake 
of the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami, which claimed more than 227,000 lives. Over five 
days, which included the anniversary of the 1995 Kobe earthquake, they crafted the Hyogo 
Framework for Action (HFA), composed of a raft of measures designed to “reduce the losses in 
lives and social, economic, and environmental assets of communities and countries.” 
 
 
UNICEF [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_71508.html 
Media Releases [selected] 
Poorest students receive up to 18 times less public education resources than the wealthiest, 
says UNICEF  
DAVOS, 22 January 2015 – In many countries around the world, significantly less public 
resources are used to educate children in the poorest 20 per cent of society than their 
counterparts in the most affluent 20 per cent, according to a new report issued today by 
UNICEF. This difference can be as much as 18 times. 
 
Children losing homes, schools and lives as result of Nigeria violence 
GENEVA/DAKAR/NEW YORK, 20 January 2015 – Children are suffering the dire consequences of 
the conflict in Nigeria, losing their homes, missing out on education and risking their lives, 
UNICEF said today.  
 
UNICEF congratulates Angélique Kidjo for Crystal Award 
NEW YORK/DAVOS, Switzerland, 20 January 2015 – “UNICEF congratulates singer-songwriter 
and Goodwill Ambassador Angélique Kidjo for receiving the Crystal Award – a prize recognising 
artists not only for their body of work but also their commitment to improving the state of the 
world. 
 
Government of Somalia ratifies UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
NEW YORK, 20 January 2015 – As the world enters into the 26th year of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, Somalia has become the 194th state party to ratify the Convention, setting 
a course to improve the lives of its youngest citizens.  
 
As schools reopen in Guinea, UNICEF helps efforts to reduce Ebola transmission risk 
DAKAR/NEW YORK/GENEVA, 20 January 2015 – As schools reopen in Guinea, UNICEF and 
partners are helping reduce as much as possible the risk of Ebola transmission, training 
teachers to implement safety measures such as daily temperature screening, and supplying 
thermometers and handwashing kits for schools. 
 
Put children at heart of global agenda, UNICEF challenges Davos 
DAVOS, Switzerland, 20 January 2015 – On the eve of the World Economic Forum, UNICEF 
outlined an ambitious ‘Agenda for Every Child’ that it says must drive the post-2015 sustainable 
development targets.  
 
Shakira and Gerard Piqué host World Baby Shower to support UNICEF’s work for children 
NEW YORK/BARCELONA, 19 January 2015 – Singer-songwriter and UNICEF Goodwill 
Ambassador Shakira, and FC Barcelona soccer star Gerard Piqué, are celebrating the imminent 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_71508.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78743.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78743.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78739.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78736.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78732.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78731.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78728.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_78722.html


arrival of their second child by expanding upon their original concept of a ‘World Baby Shower’ 
to benefit UNICEF and vulnerable children around the world. 
 
Adolescents twice as likely to be out of school as children of primary school age, say UNESCO 
and UNICEF 
LONDON, 19 January 2015 – Around 63 million adolescents between the ages of 12 to 15 years 
old are denied their right to an education, according to a new joint report from the UNESCO 
Institute for Statistics and UNICEF, Fixing the Broken Promise of Education for All: Findings 
from the Global Initiative on Out-of-School Children, released today during the Education World 
Forum.  
 
UNICEF steps up relief efforts for Malawi flood victims as rains continue 
LILONGWE/BLANTYRE, Malawi, 19 January 2015 – As heavy rains continue to fall in Malawi, 
UNICEF is stepping up its relief efforts, airlifting an initial 90 tons of supplies, as it seeks to 
reach those most in need. 
 
 
UN Women  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.unwomen.org/ 
Press release: UN Women launches HeForShe IMPACT 10x10x10 Initiative  
Date : January 23, 2015  
Top global leaders join campaign to advance gender equality. Watch the livestream of the press 
conference as UN Women's HeForShe initiative unveils a new campaign to engage 
governments, corporations and universities as instruments of change positioned within some of 
the communities that most need to address deficiencies in women’s empowerment and gender 
equality.  
 
Ending gender inequality through the post-2015 agenda  
Date : January 20, 2015  
At a panel discussion organized by UN Women on “The Centrality of Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women and Girls for the Post-2015 Development Agenda,” panelists took at a 
deeper look at the latest post-2015 discussions, stressing that only a transformative approach 
can steer the world onto a more just, equitable and sustainable path.  
 
Women, Peace and Security: Seeking Synergy with the Reviews on Peace Operations and 
Peacebuilding  
Date : January 20, 2015  
Speech by Deputy Executive Director of UN Women, Lakshmi Puri at a panel organized by the 
Netherlands on “Women Peace and Security: Seeking Synergy with the Reviews on Peace 
Operations and Peacebuilding,” 20 January 2015, New York.  
 
 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://undesadspd.org/IndigenousPeoples.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WHO & Regionals  [to 24 January 2015] 
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[Please see more extensive Ebola/EVD coverage at the end of this edition including UNMEER 
reporting] 
:: 136th WHO Executive Board session  
26 January–3 February 2015 –  
- Main Documents: http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_eb136.html 
 
:: Noncommunicable diseases take 16 million lives prematurely annually 
   19 January 2015 -- Urgent government action is needed to meet global targets to reduce the 
burden of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), and prevent the annual toll of 16 million people 
dying prematurely – before the age of 70 – from heart and lung diseases, stroke, cancer and 
diabetes, according to a new WHO report. The report states that most premature NCD deaths 
are preventable.  
- Read the news release on the new NCDs status report  
- Read the NCDs status report  
 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
 
WHO African Region AFRO 
Press Releases 
:: More than 2.5 million people reached in emergency response campaign with anti-malarial 
medicines in Sierra Leone - 22 January 2015  
:: Meningitis A vaccine now recommended in routine immunization schedules 
   Brazzaville, 20 January 2015 – The World Health Organization (WHO) now recommends the 
conjugate meningitis A vaccine MenAfriVac® to be introduced in routine immunization 
schedules in sub-Saharan Africa. This recommendation ensures that infants are protected 
against meningitis and population-wide immunity is maintained.The use of the MenAfriVac® 
vaccine to prevent meningitis A epidemics is one of the greatest vaccination success stories in 
public health history and highlights what partners can accomplish when unified by a compelling 
cause. In 2014, the MenAfriVac® campaigns reached more than 63 million people with 
remarkable success.  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: India: first to adapt the Global Monitoring Framework on noncommunicable diseases (NCDs)  
January 2015 
   Every year, roughly 5.8 million Indians die from heart and lung diseases, stroke, cancer and 
diabetes. In other words, 1 in 4 Indians risks dying from an NCD before they reach the age of 
70. Full story - India: first to adapt the Global Monitoring Framework on NCDs 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
::  Ukraine health system buckling under weight of humanitarian crisis 19-01-2015 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO provides support for hearing impaired children in Iraq 
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   22 January 2015 – WHO and the Ministry of Health of the Kurdistan region have provided 
cochlear implants to 20 internally displaced and refugee children in Iraq as part of a larger WHO 
disability prevention and reduction project targeting internally displaced persons, refugees and 
affected host communities in Dohuk. WHO is also providing support to strengthen health 
services. To continue to improve its humanitarian response in Iraq, WHO requires more 
financial resources. Of the US$ 187 million needed, the Organization has so far raised only US$ 
55 million (29%). 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
New Champions join efforts for an AIDS-free generation in Africa  
22 January 2015  
 
UNAIDS welcomes appointment of Eric Goosby as the United Nations Secretary-General’s 
Special Envoy on Tuberculosis 
21 January 2015 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.unfpa.org/public/ 
Standing guard against Ebola’s return in Mali 
22 January 2015 
   BAMAKO, Mali – Four days ago, Mali became the third West African country declared to be 
Ebola-free after the deadly outbreak penetrated its borders late last year. Health workers are 
now standing watch at the country’s...  
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
23 Jan 2015  
Helen Clark: Speech on ‘Reducing Tropical Deforestation Related to Key Agricultural 
Commodities’ 
Davos, Switzerland 
 
22 Jan 2015  
Helen Clark: Speech on Year of Tough Choices for World Leaders 
Davos, Switzerland 
 
22 Jan 2015  
Helen Clark: Speech on “How can we prevent rising income inequality from weakening our 
societies?”  
 
22 Jan 2015  
Hi-tech conferencing helps UNDP coordinate anti-Ebola action 
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Through donations of videoconferencing kits and boosts to internet bandwith worth over 1 
million U.S. Dollars from U.S. based companies Polycom and Airbus DS, UNDP offices in the 
countries hardest hit by Ebola can better coordinate action on the ground and with the 
international community.  
 
21 Jan 2015  
Momentum remains high for forests role in sustainable development and tackling climate 
change 
As world leaders and heads of business descend on Davos this week for the World Economic 
Forum, discussions on the crucial role of forests in tackling climate change while helping sustain 
over 1.6 billion forest dependent people remain key in 2015 – a bellwether year for climate 
change and sustainable development. 
 
20 Jan 2015  
UNDP-led mission marks shift to recovery in Ebola affected West Africa  
A United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)-led mission to pinpoint critical areas of 
support needed to help the the nations most affected by Ebola start their recovery concluded 
on Tuesday in Sierra Leone.  
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 24 January 2015] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/?doctypeID=1 
New Report Identifies Key Innovations to Bridge Sustainable Development Investment Gap  
Banks hold the largest pool of global financial assets  
   Nairobi, 21 January 2015 - A new report released today by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) identifies critical innovations in the US$300+ trillion global financial system, 
which, if brought to scale, could help close the widening sustainable development investment 
gap. The report is being launched at the World Economic Forum at Davos - at the outset of 
what promises to be a momentous year for sustainable development 
   Following the financial crisis, increasing focus is being placed on how the financial system can 
fulfill its underlying purpose to serve the long-term health of the global economy. The new 
publication, Pathways to Scale, is the 3rd progress report from the UNEP Inquiry into the 
Design of a Sustainable Financial System and draws on work across 12 countries and a range of 
critical sectors such as banking, insurance, investment and securities. A key problem is that 
financial markets still do not effectively price environmental resources, with the result that the 
value of natural capital stocks such as clean air, productive soils and abundant water is falling in 
116 out of 140 countries across the world.  
   The Inquiry's high potential innovations include three major asset pools:  
:: Banking: Banking: Banks hold the largest pool of global financial assets (US$139 trillion), and 
leadership by developing countries such as Bangladesh, Brazil and China in 'green credit' 
regulations points to a new phase in international banking standards. 
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:: Bond markets: The largest capital market (US$100 trillion assets) and fastest moving theme, 
with a tripling of 'green bonds' issuance in 2014 and the prize of incorporating sustainability 
factors such as climate risk into routine credit ratings. 
:: Institutional investment: With US$93 trillion in assets under management in pensions, 
insurance and sovereign wealth funds, new investment structures, changes to investor 
governance and reform of incentives (such as remuneration) could underpin the next 
generation of sustainable investment.  
   In addition, the Inquiry has identified growing interest in two cross-cutting policy tools 
Central banks' monetary decisions, including balance sheet policies, could also have potential 
for marrying stability and sustainability - for example, through 'green quantitative easing' - 
although some measures remain controversial.  
   'Environmental stress tests' could help both financial institutions and financial regulators 
understand the financial implications of disruptive environmental threats such as natural 
disasters, chronic air pollution, water insecurity and climate change. 
   UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director, Achim Steiner, said "if we are to 
generate truly inclusive wealth then we need a financial system that can efficiently invest in the 
human, productive and natural capital on which we all depend. What is heartening is the 
increasing evidence that central bank governors, finance ministries and major investment funds 
recognize that new 'rules of the game' are not just necessary and possible, but can deliver real 
benefits." 
 
IPBES Forges ahead with its Mission to Assess the Planets State of Biodiversity and Ecosystems  
Green light for strategic partnerships and stakeholder engagement, and adoption of a policy 
addressing conflict of interest  
19-1-2015  
   Bonn, Germany, 19 January, 2015 - The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES), which was created to provide policymakers with reliable, 
independent and credible information on the status of biodiversity, agreed today to initiate a set 
of regional assessments in Africa, the Americas, Asia and the Pacific, and Europe and Central 
Asia. These assessments will be a vital contribution for a planned global assessment to be 
completed by 2019. 
   Around 700 delegates from over 270 governments, scientific organizations, civil society and 
the private sector attended the Platform's third meeting, which was held from 12 to 17 January 
in Bonn, Germany. IPBES Member States present at the meeting adopted a conflict of interest 
policy and a stakeholder engagement strategy that will support the implementation of the 
Platform's work programme and approved the guidance on strategic partnerships and other 
collaborative arrangements. Further Resources 
The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 
 
 
DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html 
General Assembly embarks on historic task of finalizing the post-2015 agenda 
23 January 2015, New York  
   “Today, we embark on the critical task of negotiating an ambitious, inclusive and 
transformative post-2015 development agenda,” said UN General Assembly President Sam 
Kutesa as he opened the stocktaking session of the intergovernmental post-2015 development 
agenda negotiations, which took place from 19 to 21 January at UN Headquarters in New York.  

http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=2817&ArticleID=11123&l=en
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentID=2817&ArticleID=11123&l=en
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/sustainable/post-2015-agenda-negotiations.html


 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
22/01/2015 –  
UNODC Chief's mission to Nicaragua consolidates drug and crime cooperation 
 
20/01/2015 – 
UNODC chief meets President, officials, on support to counter drugs, crime and violence in 
Honduras 
 
19/01/2015 –  
UNODC, government of Japan review joint plan of action 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2015/en/ 
Funds are running out in battle against Madagascar’s locusts 
   Some $10.6 million is needed to complete the joint 2013-16 FAO/government anti-locust 
programme in Madagascar, including monitoring and spraying operations going through the end 
of the rainy season in May 2015. Failure to carry through the programme would annul the more 
than $28.8 million mobilized so far and could trigger a food-security crisis in a huge part of the 
country. 
21-01-2015 
 
Genetic diversity a hidden tool in coping with climate change 
   As climate change advances faster than expected, much more needs to be done to study, 
preserve and utilize the genetic resources and biological diversity that underpin world food 
production, according to a new book released by FAO today. 
19-01-2015 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/index.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm 
World Employment and Social Outlook - Trends 2015 
Private sector services and the care economy, key engines of job creation 
ILO report points to accelerating job growth in private sector services over the next 5 years and 
an increasing demand for higher-skilled workers. 
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News | 22 January 2015 
   GENEVA (ILO News) – The greatest single source of new jobs will be found in private sector 
services, such as business and administrative services, and real estate, according to the latest 
ILO World Economic and Social Outlook .  
  These and related industries will employ more than a third of the global workforce over the 
next five years.  
   Public services in health care, education and administration will continue to be a major source 
of employment. While increasing at a slower pace, they will still represent 15 per cent of total 
employment… 
 
 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.imo.org/MediaCentre/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 24 January 2015] 
https://www.wmo.int/media/?q=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.unido.org/en/news-centre/news.html 
UNIDO, international finance institutions promote entrepreneurship at Bahrain Investment 
Forum 
Monday, 19 January 2015 
   MANAMA, 19 January 2015 – The United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) and the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) have agreed to foster entrepreneurship in 
Africa and the Middle East and North Africa region. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
INVESTOUR – creating business opportunities for Africa 
22 January 2015 
   Now in its sixth consecutive year, the Tourism Investment and Business Forum for Africa 
(INVESTOUR), to be held next week at the International Tourism Fair (FITUR), will bring 
together a record number of African tourism projects, potential investors and business partners, 
opening new opportunities for sustainable tourism in the region (29 January 2015, Madrid, 
Spain). 
 
UNWTO activities at FITUR 2015 
19 January 2015 
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   Models of sustainable tourism production and consumption, the role of technology in 
accessible tourism for all, the future of tourism in the Middle East and North Africa, tourism 
investment in Africa and shopping tourism are among the many topics to be addressed at 
UNWTO activities during the International Tourism Trade Fair, FITUR. Furthermore, FITUR will 
once again be the stage for the UNWTO Awards for Excellence and Innovation in Tourism 
official ceremony (Madrid, Spain, 28 January – 1 February 2015). 
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://en.unesco.org/ 
19.01.2015 - UNESCOPRESS 
Adolescents twice as likely to be out of school as children of primary school age, say UNESCO 
and UNICEF 
New report shows why ‘business as usual’ won’t lead to universal primary or secondary 
education 
Around 63 million adolescents between the ages of 12 and 15 years are denied their right to an 
education, according to a new joint report from the UNESCO Institute for Statistics and UNICEF, 
Fixing the Broken Promise of Education for All: Findings from the Global Initiative on Out-of-
School Children, released today during the Education World Forum.  [see full treatment in Week 
in Review above] 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.wipo.int/portal/en/index.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD Convention on Biological Diversity [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.cbd.int/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::: 
 
USAID [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.usaid.gov/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 24 January 2015] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/latest?departments%5B%5D=department-for-international-
development 
Press release 
Update on Ebola response 
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21 January 2015 
Britain will continue to provide the leadership and resources Sierra Leone needs to contain and 
control Ebola. 
Britain’s strategy in Sierra Leone has centred on making burials safe, increasing the number of 
available treatment beds and changing behaviour so people suspected of having Ebola seek 
treatment early. The UK will continue to ensure sufficient resources are available to tackle the 
outbreak… 
 
 
ECHO  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
EU Aid Volunteers: flagship initiative kicks-off  
23/01/2015 
Today marks the launch of the EU Aid Volunteers initiative's activities following its three-year 
preparatory phase. The flagship initiative, running through 2020, will create over 4 000 
volunteer opportunities in the humanitarian field.  
 
EU boosts humanitarian assistance to violence victims in Nigeria 
19/01/2015 
In north-eastern Nigeria, a brutal campaign is being waged against innocent civilians. The 
European Commission is providing assistance with almost €8 million to help the victims of this 
violence, as well as to combat malnutrition in the country. 

 

:::: 
 
African Union [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
24th African Union Summit - 23 to 31 January 2015 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
 
 
The African Development Bank Group  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
African Development Bank and MasterCard Broaden Financial Inclusion in Africa 
   22/01/2015 - On Thursday, January 22 in Davos, Switzerland, the African Development Bank 
(AfDB) and MasterCard announced a broad collaboration that aims to expand financial inclusion 
across the African continent. The collaboration seeks to develop solutions that drive inclusive 
growth in Africa by broadening access and usage of digital financial services. 
   MasterCard brings proven expertise to design and scale inclusive financial services solutions 
and infrastructure. The AfDB actively promotes sustainable economic growth and poverty 
reduction in Africa. Together they will work with African governments and local private sector 
companies to develop and deliver affordable services that meet the needs of a wide consumer 
base, especially the traditionally unbanked.   
   Specifically, the collaboration will seek to: 
:: Build cohesive African financial systems that drive inclusion at a country level and enable 
service delivery to traditionally excluded populations;  
:: Invest in a curated set of innovative financial services companies and solutions targeted at 
addressing barriers that hinder financial inclusion; and 
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:: Share knowledge across academic, policy and commercial sectors to create thought 
leadership on financial inclusion and economic development.   
 
 
ASEAN   [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.asean.org/news 
Indonesia Deposits Instrument of Ratification of the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution  
   on Tuesday, 20 January 2015.  
JAKARTA, 20 January 2015 – H.E. I Gusti Agung Wesaka Puja, the Director General for ASEAN 
Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Indonesia, today deposited Indonesia’s Instrument of 
Ratification of the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution with H.E. Le Luong 
Minh, Secretary-General of ASEAN… 
   …The Governments of the ten ASEAN Member Countries signed the ASEAN Agreement on 
Transboundary Haze Pollution (AATHP) on 10 June 2002 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and it 
entered into force on 25 November 2003. The Agreement is the first regional arrangement in 
the world that binds a group of contiguous states to tackle transboundary haze pollution 
resulting from land and forest fires. It has also been considered as a global role model for the 
tackling of transboundary issues. With Indonesia’s ratification, the Agreement has now been 
ratified by all ASEAN Member States. 
 
ASEAN, ACB Celebrate a Decade of Cooperation on Biodiversity Conservation  
on Tuesday, 20 January 2015.  
LOS BANOS, 20 January 2015 - Governments of ASEAN Member States (AMS) have increasingly 
recognized biodiversity’s extreme importance to human survival. National and local 
governments are taking individual steps to preserve flora, fauna, and other biological resources. 
With biodiversity knowing no boundaries, ASEAN Member States acknowledge that working 
together is crucial to addressing common problems. 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Trade Organisation [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news13_e/news13_e.htm 
Azevêdo launches intensive process to agree Doha work programme 
At an open-ended meeting with all members today (21 January) – the first of 2015 – Director-
General Roberto Azevêdo launched a new process of consultations with the aim of agreeing a 
work programme on the remaining Doha Development Agenda issues by July this year. This 
new deadline was set by members at a special meeting of the General Council in November.  
> News item 
 
Chinese Taipei pledges USD 240,000 to support food safety, animal/plant health standards 
The Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu (Chinese Taipei) has 
pledged to donate USD 80,000 (CHF 82,000) to the WTO Standards and Trade Development 
Facility (STDF) each year for 2014-2016. The objective of this fund is to help developing 
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countries and least-developed countries (LDCs) establish and implement sanitary and 
phytosanitary standards (SPS) for health protection and expand their ability to gain or maintain 
access to international markets. 
> Press release 
 
 
OECD  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/ 
Success of education reforms threatened by lack of oversight, says OECD 
19-January-2015 
Governments around the world are under growing pressure to improve their education systems. 
Rising spending is increasingly being matched by reforms to help disadvantaged children, invest 
in teachers and improve vocational training. But a widespread lack of evaluation of the impact 
of these reforms could hinder their effectiveness and hurt educational outcomes, according to a 
new OECD report.  [see full treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
 
IMF  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
Transcript of a Press Briefing on the World Economic Outlook (WEO) Update   
January 20, 2015 
 
 
World Bank [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Most Commodity Prices Expected to Continue Declining in 2015, in Rare Occurrence, Says WB 
Report  
WASHINGTON, January 22, 2015 – This year may well see a rare occurrence for world 
commodity markets – a decline in all nine key commodity price indices, says the World Bank’s 
latest Commodity Markets Outlook, released today.While oil prices have seen the most dramatic 
decline, the third largest since World War II, other commodities have also been gradually 
weakening in recent months. And this broad-based weakness is expected to continue 
throughout 2015, before beginning a modest turn around in 2016.In oil markets, a “perfect 
storm” of conditions has led to a plunge in prices since mid-2014: growth in unconventional oil 
production, decline in demand, appreciation of the U.S. dollar, receding geopolitical risks, and a 
major redirection toward maintaining market share rather than targeting prices by the world’s 
oil cartel, Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)… 
January 22, 2015 
 
Green Bonds Are Changing Investor Expectations & Making Sustainable Investing Easier  
Expanding the issuer and investor basesAs the market grows, the size of green bonds is 
growing and new types of issuers are coming in.Cities and state agencies, which have used 
bonds in the past to raise money for infrastructure projects, have started issuing green bonds 
to help support and highlight environment- and climate-friendly projects, such as efficiency 
improvements and public transportation. Johannesburg, South Africa, issued Africa’s first 
municipal green bond last year to help finance emissions-reducing projects including bio gas 
energy, solar power, and sustainable transportation.Corporations and utilities have also started 
issuing green bonds. The French utility GDF Suez issued the largest green bond to date, 2.5 
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billion euros, intended to finance renewable energy projects such as wind farms and energy 
efficiency work such as smart metering and integrated districting heating networks 
January 22, 2015 
 
Ebola: Most African Countries Avoid Major Economic Loss but Impact on Guinea, Liberia, Sierra 
Leone Remains Crippling  
Africa-wide impact in 2015The Bank Group expects sub-Saharan Africa to grow at 4.6 percent in 
2015, down from a 5.0 percent forecast in June 2014. Projections have been lowered because 
of global events, including the West African Ebola epidemic as well as the net effect of winners 
and losers from a steep fall in the global prices of oil and other commodities. Key risks to this 
projected growth include a renewed spread of Ebola, violent insurgencies, further reductions in 
commodity prices, and volatile global financial conditions.Much of the economic impact of Ebola 
beyond the epicenter of directly affected West African countries is based on fear, as was the 
case during the SARS outbreak in East Asia a decade ago… 
January 20, 2015 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: NGO/Collaborations/Initiatives Watch 
We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action. 
This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
content and only limited blog content. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
Amref Health Africa Appoints Interim Chief Executive Officer 
21 January 2015 
   Amref Health Africa has announced the appointment of Dr Lennie Bazira Kyomuhangi-
Igbodipe as Interim Chief Executive Officer (CEO) effective November 2014 following the 
retirement of Director General Dr Teguest Guerma. 
   Making the announcement, Amref Health Africa International Board Chair Mr Omari Issa said: 
“While the process of recruiting a CEO is ongoing, the Board is committed to ensuring a smooth 
transition and has appointed Dr Lennie Kyomuhangi-Igbodipe the interim CEO. We will 
announce the new CEO once the recruitment process is finalised.” 
   Dr Kyomuhangi-Igbodipe has been serving as Country Director for Kenya and has over 20 
years’ experience within the sub-Saharan African health sector. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 24 January 2015] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 24 January 2015] 
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BRAC Sierra Leone empowers child Ebola survivors and adolescent girls in collaboration with 
Ministry of Social Welfare Gender and Children’s Affairs 
   7 January 2015, Sierra Leone. Interventions include cash transfers, radios and safe spaces for 
girls; efforts will help recovery efforts by providing livelihood assistance for affected families and 
support for adolescent girls BRAC, in collaboration with the Ministry of Social Welfare Gender 
and Children Affair (MSWGCA), has started distributing cash grants to young Ebola survivors 
with the aim of starting small livelihood activities, while also supporting adolescent girls in Ebola 
recovery… 
 
 
CARE International  [to 24 January 2015] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://drc.dk/news/archive/ 
DRC increases activities outside of Erbil  (23.01.15) 
The Kurdish region of Iraq (KRI) has received around 1 million internally displaced Iraqis and 
more than 200.000 Syrian refugees. A new DRC Community Centre in Kasnazan will insure 
support for... 
 
Danish Refugee Council ranked third on list of the world’s best NGOs (22.01.15) 
Global_Genevas exclusive Top 500 list of the world's NGOs has just been published and the 
Danish Refugee Council has been ranked in third place. 

 
 
Casa Alianza  [to 24 January 2015] 
Covenant House [to 24 January 2015] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 24 January 2015]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 24 January 2015]  
No new digest content identified. [See START Network announcement below] 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 24 January 2015] 
No new digest content identified 
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HelpAge International  [to 24 January 2015]  
No new digest content identified. [See START Network announcement below] 
 

 
International Rescue Committee  [to 24 January 2015] 
Ebola protection: How to help people protect themselves from Ebola  
Posted by The IRC on January 21, 2015  
   The current Ebola epidemic in West Africa is the largest, longest and most complex in the 
nearly four-decade history of the disease. IRC global health and emergency response experts 
share information about Ebola prevention and treatment.  
 
The IRC urges action to end intimate partner violence [NEW STUDY]  
January 20, 2015 by The IRC 
A new IRC study, Private Violence, Public Concern, suggests that the breakdown of community 
structures triggered by displacement, combined with rapidly changing gender roles and an 
increase in forced marriage, drives and exacerbates intimate partner violence. [see full 
treatment in Week in Review above] 
 
 
ICRC - International Committee of the Red Cross [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/index.jsp 
Iran/Iraq: Soldiers' remains returned to families  
News release 
22 January 2015  
Baghdad/Tehran (ICRC) - The ICRC has once again participated in the handover of the remains 
of soldiers killed during the Iran-Iraq war. 
   The remains were repatriated to their respective countries on 22 January 2015 during a 
ceremony at the Shalamcha border crossing near Basra (Iraq), attended by military and civilian 
officials from both countries in the presence of ICRC staff. Of the remains repatriated during 
this ceremony, forensic teams have so far identified 46 of the Iranian soldiers and 3 of the Iraqi 
personnel. Work continues on identifying the others… 
 
 
IRCT  [to 24 January 2015] 
IRCT congratulates Mexican court, calls for release of Yesenia Armenta Graciano 
20 January 2015 
 

 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 24 January 2015]  
Selected Press Releases/Field News 
Press release 
Ahead of Obama Visit, MSF Warns US Pressure on India Could Impact Access to Medicines for 
Millions 
January 23, 2015 
New intellectual property "think tank" draft policy already showing alarming trend. 
 
Press release 
Sudan: MSF Hospital Bombed in South Kordofan 
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January 22, 2015 
NEW YORK/PARIS—A hospital operated by the international medical humanitarian organization 
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) was directly targeted in an aerial 
bombing in Sudan on January 20, forcing the suspension of medical activities, MSF announced 
today. 
 
Press release 
MSF Calls on GSK and Pfizer to Slash Pneumo Vaccine Price to $5 Per Child for Poor Countries 
January 20, 2015 
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) today called on pharmaceutical 
companies GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) and Pfizer to slash the price of the pneumococcal vaccine to 
US$5 per child in developing countries, ahead of a major vaccination donor conference in Berlin. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 24 January 2015] 
Upcoming Mission Schedule 
Jan 30 - Feb 2 | Siem Reap, Cambodia 
Feb 2 - 6 | Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam  
Feb 2 - 6 | Hanoi, Vietnam 
Feb 5 - 9 | Balabac, Palawan, Philippines 
Feb 12 - 20 | Guadalajara, Mexico 
Feb 15 - 21 | Cauayan, Isabela, Philippines 
Feb 18 - 21 | Cobarruguis, Quirino, Philippines 
Feb 19 - 27 | Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
 
 
OXFAM [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Yemen is on the brink of humanitarian disaster with millions of lives at risk 
23 January 2015 
More than half of Yemen’s population needs aid and a humanitarian crisis of extreme 
proportions is at risk of unfolding in the country if instability continues, Oxfam warns today. 
 
Richest 1% will own more than all the rest by 2016 
19 January 2015 
The combined wealth of the richest 1 percent will overtake that of the other 99 percent of 
people next year unless the current trend of rising inequality is checked, Oxfam warned today 
ahead of the annual World Economic Forum meeting in Davos. [see full treatment in Week in 
Review above] 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 24 January 2015] 
University Hospital Draws Surgeon Back Home  
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January 23, 2015 
   Dr. Mac Lee Jean Louis is the director of surgery at University Hospital in Mirebalais, which 
Partners In Health operates in partnership with Haiti’s Ministry of Health. Born and raised in 
Port-au-Prince, Jean Louis attended Haiti’s State University and did his residency at the General 
Hospital in Port-au-Prince. After more than two decades working in surgery departments in 
Brooklyn and Harlem, Jean Louis returned to Haiti to serve his country. 
 
 
PATH  [to 24 January 2015] 
Announcement | December 19, 2014 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
Plan starts operations in Nigeria 
   20 January 2015: Plan International is launching full operations in Nigeria today, making it 
our 13th programme country in West Africa and 51st globally. 
   Plan International Nigeria will focus on health, education, economic security, child protection 
and child participation. 
   The opening follows Plan International USA's acquisition of the Centre for Development and 
Population Activities (CEDPA) in 2012. 
   "Sixteen years after Plan Niger, the last Plan office opened in the region, we are very excited 
to welcome Nigeria as our 13th country office in West Africa," said Adama Coulibaly, Plan's 
Regional Director for West Africa. 
   With a population of 160 million people Nigeria’s population is equivalent to all other West 
African states put together. It is also the largest economy in Africa. 
   Plan Chief Executive Officer Nigel Chapman said: “A strong Plan operation in Nigeria would 
influence and support making child rights a reality in the most populous African state. Our 
ambition is to make Nigeria our largest programme in West Africa by 2020.”… 
 
 
Save The Children [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6150563/k.D0E9/Newsroom.htm 
Save The Children Action Network Applauds Washington State Legislators for Introducing Bills 
to Expand Early Childhood Education Across State 
January 22, 2015 
 
Save The Children Action Network Praises President Obama's Call For Investing In Children 
January 21, 2015 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
ICT job prospects for young people in Africa's Horn 
14.01.2015 - A new e-Learning centre recently opened in Djibouti with the help of SOS 
Children’s Villages and German partners is giving disadvantaged young people the chance to 
learn in-demand ICT job skills and escape from a life of poverty. 
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Tostan  [to 24 January 2015] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 24 January 2015]  
Meet Women for Women International CEO Jennifer Windsor - YouTube 
[Undated]  
 
::::: 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/press 
[Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.elrha.org/news/elrha 
HIF Progress Report 2014 
   ELRHA is delighted to launch our second Humanitarian Innovation Fund (HIF) Progress 
Report, which reflects on the Fund’s activities from September 2013-14, as well as documenting 
the Fund’s progress since its inception in 2010. 
   The HIF supports organisations and individuals to identify, nurture, and share innovative and 
scalable solutions to the challenges facing effective humanitarian assistance. 
   Click here to read the publication. 
 
 
END Fund 
http://www.end.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GAVI [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
Half a billion children vaccinated and seven million lives saved thanks to Gavi partners 
Global health milestone announced days ahead of major replenishment meeting 
   Davos, 22 January 2015 – New figures released today by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance show that 
half a billion children have been reached with lifesaving vaccines in the 15 years since the 
organisation was founded…. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 24 January 2015] 
No new digest content identified. 
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ODI   [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
Financing for sustainable development 
   Economist Professor Jeffrey Sachs leads the launch event of ODI's #GlobalChallenges debate 
series to mark 2015, a key year in the fight against global poverty. 
04 February 2015 
Register 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
New LEGS Handbook to be released in February 
20 January 2015 | Sphere Project 
   The second edition of the Livestock Emergency Guidelines and Standards (LEGS) will be 
launched in London and Washington in February 2015. About one billion people worldwide 
depend on livestock...  
 
 
Start Network [Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies] [to 24 January 2015] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
Two more projects join the DEPP portfolio! 
January 21, 2015 
Posted by Tegan Rogers  
   We are delighted to announce that two more projects have joined the DFID Disaster 
Emergency Preparedness Programme (DEPP): ‘Alert’ and ‘Better dialogue. Better information. 
Better action.’ 
   The Start Network’s ‘Alert’ Project, led by HelpAge, is a £2m project to develop a tool for 
collaboration around disaster preparedness. This is a consortium project also including members 
from Oxfam, CARE, Islamic Relief, Handicap International and Concern. 
   The CDAC-Network ‘Better dialogue. Better information. Better action’ project is a £3m 
initiative aimed at improving effective delivery through information sharing and two-way 
communication with and between disaster-affected communities. 
   The DEPP represents an innovative collaboration over three years between Start Network, 
CDAC-Network and DFID. DFID have committed up to £40m to improve the quality and speed 
of crisis response in at-risk countries. The DEPP aims to strengthen humanitarian capacity 
across the system with a focus on local humanitarian workers at the national level… 
 

 *                      *                       *                        * 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will monitor media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a growing 
number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian response 
and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  

 
BMGF (Gates Foundation) 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
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Bill and Melinda Gates Release 2015 Annual Letter: “Our Big Bet for the Future”  
SEATTLE (January 21, 2015)— Today, Bill and Melinda Gates share their 2015 Annual Letter.     
   "Our Big Bet for the Future" addresses the breakthroughs they see coming over the next 
fifteen years that will improve the lives of people in poor countries faster than at any other time 
in history.  
 
Ford Foundation 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/newsroom 
22 January 2015:  
JustFilms Returns to Sundance with Four New Films and Expanded Global Partnerships  
Initiative to host session on digital safety and security for filmmakers at festival  
 
21 January 2015:  
National Advisory Board on Impact Investing Names Darren Walker As New Chair  
Foundation president assumes leadership role to advance a collaborative, cross-sector effort. 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Kellogg Foundation 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
Statement for Support: Providing equal opportunities for native children 
BATTLE CREEK, Mich. – Brian Cladoosby, president of the National Congress of American 
Indians (NCAI), today articulated in his State of Indian Nations address that progress is being 
made in implementing policies that are strengthening tribal economies and justice systems, 
improving the quality of life of American Indian and Alaska Native peoples and modernizing the 
trust relationship between tribal nations and the federal government. Yet, Cladoosby 
emphasizes that much more must be done. The W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) fully endorses 
his declaration that “we must tear down barriers to growth” that are hindering opportunities for 
Native Americans… 
Jan. 22, 2015  
 
Statement of Support: Keeping kids at the center of our nation's priorities 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation President and CEO La June Montgomery Tabron issues statement on 
President Obama's State of the Union  
Jan. 20, 2015  
 
MacArthur Foundation 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
Events 
February 2, 2015 
Impact Investing in Action: Secrets to Success and Implications for the Future  
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Drawing from their years as field pioneers and leading researchers, Cathy Clark and Ben 
Thornley will discuss impact investing and its implications for philanthropy, social enterprise, 
and mainstream investors. 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Rockefeller Foundation 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom  
No new digest content identified. 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
Menu Labeling Increases Awareness and Calorie Use Information in Seattle 
January 20, 2015 | News Release  
A study reveals the proportion of consumers seeing and using calorie information tripled after 
menu labeling regulations took effect in the Seattle area. 
 
Wellcome Trust 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2015/index.htm 
'Big Picture: Immune System' out now The latest instalment of 'Big Picture', the Wellcome 
Trust’s free educational magazine for students aged 16+ and their teachers, is out now.  
8 January 2015 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Winter 2014, Volume 9, Number 1 
http://www.pnpco.com/pn03000.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Infection Control 
January 2015  Volume 43, Issue 1, p1-98  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
January 2015  Volume 48, Issue 1, p1-120  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 105, Issue 1 (January 2015)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
January 2015; 92 (1) 
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 24 January 2015) 
Research article  
Cost to households in treating maternal complications in northern Ghana: a cross 
sectional study 
Maxwell Ayindenaba Dalaba12*, Patricia Akweongo3, Raymond Akawire Aborigo24, Happiness 
Pius Saronga15, John Williams2, Gifty Apiung Aninanya2, Rainer Sauerborn1 and Svetla 
Loukanova1  
Author Affiliations 
BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:34  doi:10.1186/s12913-014-0659-1 
Published: 22 January 2015  
Abstract (provisional) 
Background 
The cost of treating maternal complications has serious economic consequences to households 
and can hinder the utilization of maternal health care services at the health facilities. This study 
estimated the cost of maternal complications to women and their households in the Kassena-
Nankana district of northern Ghana. 
Methods 
We carried out a cross-sectional study between February and April 2014 in the Kassena-
Nankana district. Out of a total of 296 women who were referred to the hospital for maternal 
complications from the health centre level, sixty of them were involved in the study. Socio-
demographic data of respondents as well as direct and indirect costs involved in the 
management of the complications at the hospital were collected from the patient’s perspective. 
Analysis was performed using STATA 11.ResultsOut of the 60 respondents, 60% (36) of them 
suffered complications due to prolonged labour, 17% (10) due to severe abdominal pain, 
10%(6) due to anaemia/malaria and 7%(4) due to pre-eclampsia . Most of the women who had 
complications were primiparous and were between 21?25 years old. Transportation cost 
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accounted for the largest cost, representing 32% of total cost of treatment. The median direct 
medical cost was US$8.68 per treatment, representing 44% of the total cost of treatment. 
Indirect costs accounted for the largest proportion of total cost (79%). Overall, the median 
expenditure by households on both direct and indirect costs per complication was US$32.03. 
Disaggregating costs by type of complication, costs ranged from a median of US$58.33 for pre-
eclampsia to US$6.84 for haemorrrhage. The median number of days spent in the hospital was 
2?days - five days for pre-eclampsia. About 33%( 6) of households spent more than 5% of 
annual household expenditure and therefore faced catastrophic payments. 
Conclusion 
Although maternal health services are free in Ghana, women still incur substantial costs when 
complications occur and face the risk of incurring catastrophic health expenditure.  
Research article  
Mobile phone text messaging interventions for HIV and other chronic diseases: an 
overview of systematic reviews and framework for evidence transfer 
Lawrence Mbuagbaw123*, Sara Mursleen1, Lyubov Lytvyn1, Marek Smieja14, Lisa Dolovich5 
and Lehana Thabane12678  
Author Affiliations 
BMC Health Services Research 2015, 15:33  doi:10.1186/s12913-014-0654-6 
Published: 22 January 2015  
Abstract (provisional) 
Background 
Strong international commitment and the widespread use of antiretroviral therapy have led to 
higher longevity for people living with human immune deficiency virus (HIV). Text messaging 
interventions have been shown to improve health outcomes in people living with HIV. The 
objectives of this overview were to: map the state of the evidence of text messaging 
interventions, identify knowledge gaps, and develop a framework for the transfer of evidence to 
other chronic diseases. 
Methods 
We conducted a systematic review of systematic reviews on text messaging interventions to 
improve health or health related outcomes. We conducted a comprehensive search of PubMed, 
EMBASE (Exerpta Medica Database), CINAHL (Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health 
Literature), PsycINFO, Web of Science (WoS) and the Cochrane Library on the 17th April 2014. 
Screening, data extraction and assessment of methodological quality were done in duplicate. 
Our findings were used to develop a conceptual framework for transfer. 
Results 
Our search identified 135 potential systematic reviews of which nine were included, reporting 
on 37 source studies, conducted in 19 different countries. Seven of nine (77.7%) of these 
reviews were high quality. There was some evidence for text messaging as a tool to improve 
adherence to antiretroviral therapy. Text messages also improved attendance at appointments 
and behaviour change outcomes. The findings were inconclusive for self-management of illness, 
treatment of tuberculosis and communicating results of medical investigations. The 
geographical distribution of text messaging research was limited to specific regions of the 
world. Prominent knowledge gaps included the absence of data on long term outcomes, patient 
satisfaction, and economic evaluations. The included reviews also identified methodological 
limitations in many of the primary studies. 
Conclusions 
Global evidence supports the use of text messaging as a tool to improve adherence to 
medication and attendance at scheduled appointments. Given the similarities between HIV and 
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other chronic diseases (long-term medications, life-long care, strong link to behaviour and the 
need for home-based support) evidence from HIV may be transferred to these diseases using 
our proposed framework by integration of HIV and chronic disease services or direct transfer.  
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 24 January 2015) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
(Accessed 24 January 2015) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
(Accessed 24 January 2015) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpublichealth/content 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
(Accessed 24 January 2015) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
British Medical Journal 
24 January 2015(vol 350, issue 7992) 
http://www.bmj.com/content/350/7992 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Brown Journal of World Affairs 
20.1 Fall–Winter 2013 
http://brown.edu/initiatives/journal-world-affairs/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 93, Number 1, January 2015, 1-64 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/93/1/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Complexity 
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January/February 2015  Volume 20, Issue 3  Pages fmi–fmi, 1–92 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cplx.v20.3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
[Accessed 24 January 2015] 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/ 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
(Accessed 24 January 2015) 
http://www.resource-allocation.com/ 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
December 2014   Volume 14, Issue 3  Pages ii–iii, 111–167 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.2014.14.issue-3/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 25, Issue 1, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology 
Volume 10, Number 1 (January 2015) 
http://informahealthcare.com/toc/idt/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume  8  - Issue 06 - December 2014 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=DMP&tab=currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disaster Prevention and Management 
Volume 24 Issue 1  
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/journals.htm?issn=0965-3562&show=latest 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
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January 2015  Volume 39, Issue 1  Pages 1–184 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/disa.2015.39.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emergency Medicine Journal 
January 2015, Volume 32, Issue 1  
http://emj.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 9,   In Progress   (December 2014) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/17554365 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

End of Life Journal 
Summer 2014 Vol 4 Issue 2 
http://endoflifejournal.stchristophers.org.uk/current-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 25, Issue 1, 01 February 2015  
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/24/6 
Migration and health 
Suicide among immigrants in Europe—a systematic literature review  
Jacob Spallek, Anna Reeske, Marie Norredam, Signe Smith Nielsen, Jessica Lehnhardt, Oliver 
Razum  
Eur J Public Health (2015) 25 (1): 63-71  
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/cku121  
First published online: 5 August 2014 (9 pages)  
Abstract  
How do immigrants use primary health care services? A register-based study in 
Norway  
Esperanza Diaz, Amaia Calderón-Larrañaga, Alexandra Prado-Torres, Beatriz Poblador-Plou, 
Luis-Andrés Gimeno-Feliu  
Eur J Public Health (2015) 25 (1): 72-78  
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/cku123  
First published online: 1 August 2014 (7 pages)  
Abstract  
Caesarean section by immigrants’ length of residence in Norway: a population-
based study  
Ingvil K. Sørbye, Anne K. Daltveit, Johanne Sundby, Camilla Stoltenberg, Siri Vangen  
Eur J Public Health (2015) 25 (1): 78-84  
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/cku135  
First published online: 5 September 2014 (7 pages)  
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Abstract  
Remigration of migrants with severe disease: myth or reality?—a register-based 
cohort study  
Marie Norredam, Oluf Hoejbjerg Hansen, Jørgen Holm Petersen, Anton E Kunst, Maria 
Kristiansen, Allan Krasnik, Charles Agyemang  
Eur J Public Health (2015) 25 (1): 84-89  
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/cku138  
First published online: 8 September 2014 (6 pages)  
Abstract  
Sexual and gender-based violence in the European asylum and reception sector: a 
perpetuum mobile? 
Ines Keygnaert, Sonia F. Dias, Olivier Degomme, Walter Devillé, Patricia Kennedy, András 
Kováts, Sara De Meyer, Nicole Vettenburg, Kristien Roelens, Marleen Temmerman  
Eur J Public Health (2015) 25 (1): 90-96  
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/cku066  
First published online: 29 May 2014 (7 pages)  
Abstract  
 
 
Food Policy 
Volume 51,   In Progress   (February 2015) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Food Security  
Volume 6, Issue 6, December 2014 
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/6/6/page/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Forum for Development Studies 
Volume 41, Issue 3, 2014  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genocide Studies International 
Volume 8, Number 2 /2014 
http://utpjournals.metapress.com/content/w67003787140/?p=8beccd89a51b49fc94adf1a5c976
8f4f&pi=0 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
December 2014 | Volume 2 | Issue 4  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/1/78.abstract
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/1/84
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/1/84
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/cku138
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/1/84.abstract
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/1/90
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/1/90
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/cku066
http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/content/25/1/90.abstract
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03069192
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571/6/6/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/sfds20?open=41#vol_41
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/sfds20/current
http://utpjournals.metapress.com/content/w67003787140/?sortorder=asc
http://utpjournals.metapress.com/content/w67003787140/?p=8beccd89a51b49fc94adf1a5c9768f4f&pi=0
http://utpjournals.metapress.com/content/w67003787140/?p=8beccd89a51b49fc94adf1a5c9768f4f&pi=0
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current


 
 
Global Health Governance 
[Accessed 24 January 2015] 
http://blogs.shu.edu/ghg/category/complete-issues/summer-2013/ 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 10, Issue 1, 2015  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/10/1#.VI0Y33tW_4U 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
[Accessed 24 January 2015] 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Health Affairs  
January 2015; Volume 34, Issue 1  
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current 
Variety Issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health and Human Rights 
Volume 16, Issue 2 December 2014 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-16-issue-2/ 
Papers in Press: Special Issue on Health Rights Litigation 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume  10  - Special Issue 01  January 2015 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue 
SPECIAL ISSUE: Global Financial Crisis, Health and Health Care 
[Reviewed earlier]. 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 30 Issue 1 February 2015  
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 

http://blogs.shu.edu/ghg/category/complete-issues/summer-2013/
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/10/1#.VI0Y33tW_4U
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/current
http://www.hhrjournal.org/volume-16-issue-2/
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=HEP&tab=currentissue
http://heapol.oxfordjournals.org/content/current


http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 24 January 2015] 
Commentary  
Global trends in health research and development expenditures - the challenge of 
making reliable estimates for international comparison 
Alison J Young, Robert F Terry, John-Arne Røttingen and Roderik F Viergever  
Health Research Policy and Systems 2015, 13:7  doi:10.1186/1478-4505-13-7 
Published: 24 January 2015  
Abstract (provisional) 
Better estimates of changes in the level and structure of national, regional, and global 
expenditures on health research and development (R&D) are needed as an important source of 
information for advancing countries' health research policies. However, such estimates are 
difficult to compile and comparison between countries needs careful calibration. We outline the 
steps that need to be taken to make reliable estimates of trends in countries' expenditures on 
health R&D, describe that an ideal approach would involve the use of international sets of 
deflators and exchange rates that are specific to health R&D activities, and explain which 
methods should be used given the current absence of such health R&D-specific deflators and 
exchange rates. Finally, we describe what should be the way forward in improving our ability to 
make reliable estimates of trends in countries' health R&D expenditures.  
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The Typhoon Haiyan response 
   This edition of Humanitarian Exchange focuses on lessons from the humanitarian response to 
Typhoon Haiyan, the worst disaster ever to hit the Philippines. Making landfall on 8 November 
2013, the typhoon killed more than 6,000 people and affected more than 14 million. It also 
triggered a swift, large-scale national and international (Level 3) response. 
   In the lead article, David Carden and Ashley Jonathan Clements highlight the important 
coordination role of the Philippines government in the response. 
   Katie Peters and Mirianna Budimir analyse why such heavy losses were sustained despite 
significant government investment in Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). 
   Gemma Ocon and Olaf Neussner assess the early warning efforts prior to the typhoon. 
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   Julie Hall analyses the World Health Organisation (WHO)’s long experience of responding to 
disasters in the Philippines, emphasising that government structures need to be able to handle 
multiple waves of health needs for months or even years after an event. 
   Articles by Barb Wigley and Alex Jacobs reflect on the attitudes and tools needed to build a 
culture of accountability to affected populations 
   Caroline Austin and Nicki Bailey discuss lessons learned from a review of support to enhance 
two-way communications with communities. 
   Articles by John Tipper, Anne Street and Michiel Hofman and Sandrine Tiller focus on the 
need to improve the quality of partnerships and engagement with local actors by clusters and 
individual agencies. 
   Alesh Brown reflects on the collective cash response in the Philippines, one of the largest 
humanitarian cash-based interventions ever mounted 
   Serena Brown points out the extensive and growing role of the private sector in the Haiyan 
response. 
    The issue ends with articles by Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Philippines and Victoria 
Maynard and Phil Barritt discussing key aspects of the shelter response. 
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The aim of this population-based study was to assess the incidence rates of infectious diseases 
in native- (Italian) and foreign-born (immigrants) populations in a North Italy area, in 2006–
2010. Crude, age-specific incidence rates (IRs) and age-standardised rate ratios (SRRs) 
between foreign- and native-born subjects and their 95 % confidence intervals (95 % CI) were 
estimated. A total of 32,554 cases of infectious diseases were found (9.9 % in foreign-born 
subjects). The highest SRRs between foreign- and nativeborn subjects were found for 
tuberculosis (SRR = 27.1; 95 % CI 21.3–34.3), malaria (SRR = 21.1; 14.6–30.4), scabies 
(SRR = 8.5; 7.6–9.4), AIDS (SRR = 2.5; 1.8–3.4) and viral hepatitis B (SRR = 3.3; 2.1–5.2). 
The highest IR was found for AIDS in people from the Americas (IR = 4.57; 95 % CI 2.2–8.4), 
for malaria and tuberculosis in people from Africa (IR = 13.89; 11.6–16.5 and IR = 11.87; 9.8–
14.3 respectively). Therefore immigrants are at a higher risk of acquiring some common 
infectious diseases compared to the native population in Western European countries.  
Among Bacille Calmette-Guerin (BCG) Vaccinated Persons 
Joan M. Mangan, Sebastian Galindo-Gonzalez, Tracy A. Irani  
Abstract 
Misperceptions surrounding the Bacille Calmette-Guerin (BCG) vaccine can lead some 
vaccinated individuals to resist being tested and treated for tuberculosis (TB). Educational 
messages to best explain the risk of TB to BCG-vaccinated, Hispanic persons were 
systematically developed and tested. First, TB program staff provided messages they 
considered effective. These were analyzed and validated by TB experts, and then presented in 
group interviews initially to foreign-born Hispanic persons with a TB diagnosis, and then 
persons without a prior TB diagnosis. Based on interviewees’ feedback, preferred statements 
were used to develop one long and three short comprehensive messages. One-on-one 
interviews were conducted with Hispanic persons to assess the saliency of the comprehensive 
educational messages. Participants preferred messages that were gain or positively-framed and 
explained that BCG does not confer lifelong protection against TB. Participants confirmed the 
messages would likely have a positive impact on patient decisions to undergo TB testing and 
treatment. 
Understanding HPV Vaccination Among Latino Adolescent Girls in Three U.S. 
Regions 
Beth A. Glenn, Jennifer Tsui, Gloria D. Coronado, Maria E. Fernandez, Lara S. Savas, Victoria M. 
Taylor, Roshan Bastani  
Abstract 
A multi-site study was conducted to assess HPV vaccine initiation and correlates of initiation 
among Latina adolescents. The study was a collaboration of the CDC/NCI-funded Cancer 
Prevention and Control Research Network. Data were collected in 2009 from caregivers of 
Latina adolescents recruited from Los Angeles Country (n = 274), Washington State (Yakima 
Valley region; n = 90), and Texas (Houston, n = 38; Lower Rio Grande Valley, n = 42). A set of 
24 survey items assessed use of the HPV vaccine and awareness, attitudes and barriers to 
vaccination. Moderate levels of vaccine awareness among caregivers and low uptake of the 
vaccine (26–37 %) among girls were observed. Attitudinal barriers such as concerns about 
negative effects of the vaccine on daughter’s sexual behavior, fertility, and future health were 
infrequently endorsed. Efforts to understand regional similarities and differences may help 
inform interventions 
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The Lancet    
Jan 24, 2015  Volume 385  Number 9965  p303-392    
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
What are affordable vaccines? 
The Lancet 
Summary 
   Affordability of vaccines prevents many people from accessing the benefits of immunisation, 
says a new report from Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) released on Jan 20. Although the 
world's poorest countries are supported by GAVI, the report describes how a large group of 
middle-income countries, aid agencies, and GAVI-graduating countries are struggling to afford 
key vaccinations. For example, in 2014, 78% of low-income countries, but only 56% of middle-
income countries, have introduced or intend to introduce pneumococcal conjugate vaccines. 
Review 
Indicators linking health and sustainability in the post-2015 development agenda 
Dr Carlos Dora, PhD, Prof Andy Haines, F Med Sci, John Balbus, MD, Elaine Fletcher, BA, 
Heather Adair-Rohani, MPH, Graham Alabaster, PhD, Rifat Hossain, MA, Mercedes de Onis, MD, 
Francesco Branca, PhD, Maria Neira, MD 
Summary 
   The UN-led discussion about the post-2015 sustainable development agenda provides an 
opportunity to develop indicators and targets that show the importance of health as a 
precondition for and an outcome of policies to promote sustainable development. Health as a 
precondition for development has received considerable attention in terms of achievement of 
health-related Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), addressing growing challenges of non-
communicable diseases, and ensuring universal health coverage. Much less attention has been 
devoted to health as an outcome of sustainable development and to indicators that show both 
changes in exposure to health-related risks and progress towards environmental sustainability.    
   We present a rationale and methods for the selection of health-related indicators to measure 
progress of post-2015 development goals in non-health sectors. The proposed indicators show 
the ancillary benefits to health and health equity (co-benefits) of sustainable development 
policies, particularly those to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase resilience to 
environmental change. We use illustrative examples from four thematic areas: cities, food and 
agriculture, energy, and water and sanitation. Embedding of a range of health-related indicators 
in the post-2015 goals can help to raise awareness of the probable health gains from 
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sustainable development policies, thus making them more attractive to decision makers and 
more likely to be implemented than before. 
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PLOS Currents: Disasters 
[Accessed 24 January 2015] 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
What’s the Big Deal? Responder Experiences of Large Animal Rescue in Australia 
January 22, 2015 · Research article  
Abstract 
Background: The management of large animals during disasters and emergencies creates 
difficult operational environments for responders. The aims of this study were to identify the 
exact challenges faced by Australian emergency response personnel in their interactions with 
large animals and their owners, and to determine the readiness for large animal rescue (LAR) in 
Australia.  
Methods: A survey tool collected the views and experiences of a broad cross section of 
emergency services personnel operating across Australia and across all hazards. Data were 
collected from 156 responders including Australian emergency services personnel, emergency 
managers such as federal agricultural departments, and local government.  
Results: Overall, many of the respondents had serious concerns, and felt that there were 
significant issues in relation to LAR in Australia. These included the coordination of emergency 
care for animals, physical management of large animals, inter-agency coordination, and dealing 
with animal owners. Very few respondents had received any formal training in LAR, with an 
overwhelming majority indicating they would attend formal training if it were made available.  
Discussion: Results help to guide the development of evidence-informed support tools to assist 
operational response and community engagement, and the production of professional 
development resources. 
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The Western Africa Ebola Virus Disease Epidemic Exhibits Both Global Exponential 
and Local Polynomial Growth Rates 
January 21, 2015 · Research  
Abstract 
Background: 
While many infectious disease epidemics are initially characterized by an exponential growth in 
time, we show that district-level Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreaks in West Africa follow 
slower polynomial-based growth kinetics over several generations of the disease.  
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Methods: 
We analyzed epidemic growth patterns at three different spatial scales (regional, national, and 
subnational) of the Ebola virus disease epidemic in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia by 
compiling publicly available weekly time series of reported EVD case numbers from the patient 
database available from the World Health Organization website for the period 05-Jan to 17-Dec 
2014.  
Results: 
We found significant differences in the growth patterns of EVD cases at the scale of the 
country, district, and other subnational administrative divisions. The national cumulative curves 
of EVD cases in Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia show periods of approximate exponential 
growth. In contrast, local epidemics are asynchronous and exhibit slow growth patterns during 
3 or more EVD generations, which can be better approximated by a polynomial than an 
exponential function. 
Conclusions: 
The slower than expected growth pattern of local EVD outbreaks could result from a variety of 
factors, including behavior changes, success of control interventions, or intrinsic features of the 
disease such as a high level of clustering. Quantifying the contribution of each of these factors 
could help refine estimates of final epidemic size and the relative impact of different mitigation 
efforts in current and future EVD outbreaks. 
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Ebola/EVD: Additional Coverage 
 
UNMEER [UN Mission for Ebola Emergency Response] @UNMEER #EbolaResponse 
 
Editor’s Note:  UNMEER’s website is aggregating and presenting content from various sources  
including its own External Situation Reports, press releases, statements and other formats. 
   We present a composite below from the week ending 24 January 2015. We also note that 1) 
a regular information category in these reports – human rights – has apparently eliminated as it 
no longer appears in any of the continuing updates, and 2) the content level of these reports 
continues, in our view, to trend less informative and less coherent. We will review continuing 
coverage of this material over the next few weeks. 
 
UNMEER External Situation Reports 
UNMEER External Situation Reports are issued daily (excepting Saturday) with content 
organized under these headings: 
- Highlights 
- Key Political and Economic Developments  
- Human Rights  
- Response Efforts and Health  
- Logistics 
- Outreach and Education 
- Resource Mobilisation 
- Essential Services  
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- Upcoming Events 
  The “Week in Review” will present highly-selected elements of interest from these reports. 
The full daily report is available as a pdf using the link provided by the report date. 
 
::  23 Jan 2015  UNMEER External Situation Report 
Key Political and Economic Developments  
1. In Davos, Switzerland, a panel discussion on ‘Confronting the Challenge of Catastrophic 
Outbreaks: What critical lessons can be learned from the 2014 Ebola outbreak to prepare us for 
the future?’ was held on 22 January. Moderating the talks, Peter Piot, the Director of the 
London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, characterized the EVD outbreak in West Africa 
as a black swan event. The panel which included President Alpha Condé of Guinea and WHO 
Director-General Margaret Chan underscored the need to guard against complacency and donor 
fatigue, until we get to zero transmission as well as build resilient public health care systems 
and infrastructure to better cope with future outbreaks and endemic diseases.  
Outreach and Education 
10. Community resistance towards safe burials and general suspicion of burial teams continues 
in many parts of the Liberia. UNMEER and partners are engaging more with local communities 
to enhance awareness in the Phase II national response efforts. In this regard, UNMEER along 
with county authorities plan to follow up on some recent burials that took place in Flowin, 
Garbusi and Boapea towns in Nimba County.  
Resource Mobilisation 
7. The OCHA Ebola Virus Outbreak Overview of Needs and Requirements, now totaling USD 1.5 
billion, has been funded for USD 1.18 billion, which is around 79% of the total ask.  
8. The Ebola Response Multi-Partner Trust Fund currently has USD 135.8 million in 
commitments. In total USD 140 million has been pledged.  
Essential Services  
14. WFP, in coordination with the Government of Liberia, UNMEER and UNICEF, will be 
supporting re-opening of schools starting in February: WFP will facilitate the transport of WASH 
supplies to ensure that schools, as they open, have all supplies necessary to prevent the 
transmission of EVD.  
15. In Sierra Leone, two successive emergency campaigns to distribute anti-malarial drugs 
successfully reached more than 2.5 million people in door-to-door distribution in 8 districts 
(Bombali, Kambia, Koinadugu, Moyamba, Port Loko and Tonkolili and Western Area - Urban and 
Rural). The campaign was implemented by the National Malaria Control Programme of the 
Ministry of Health and Sanitation with technical support and guidance by WHO in collaboration 
with MSF, UNICEF and other Roll Back Malaria partners. This effort will significantly reduce the 
number of people with fever that might be mistaken for EVD.  
 
::  22 Jan 2015  UNMEER External Situation Report 
Key Political and Economic Developments  
1. In a World Bank Report prepared for the 2015 World Economic Forum in Davos, the Bank 
acknowledged progress made in slowing the EVD transmission rate, but cautioned that recent 
efforts have likely reduced the impact of Ebola on the African economy perhaps from USD 30 
billion to USD 6 billion. The report noted that most of these losses are forecasted to hit the 
affected countries.  
2. In Davos, Switzerland, Special Envoy David Nabarro provided an updated Overview of Needs 
and Requirements in the global efforts to stop Ebola. The financial needs for the first six month 
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of 2015 amount to 1.5 billion USD. Almost 500 million USD is already available and the appeal is 
now for the gap of 1 billion USD.  
Response Efforts and Health  
7. In Sierra Leone, 19,673 Ebola Response Workers (ERWs) were paid through mobile money 
between 7 and 19 January. Of these, 96% have cash-out their pay.  
Essential Services  
18. Following the reopening of schools in Guinea, attendance remain low in the first week. 
UNICEF and partners continue to monitor schools to ensure measures put in place for the safe 
return to school are being adhered to around the country. UNICEF and Enfance du Globe 
provided psychosocial support to 150 children affected by Ebola in Belya.  
 
::  21 Jan 2015  UNMEER External Situation Report 
Key Political and Economic Developments  
1. The UN General Assembly held an informal meeting on Ebola, yesterday and received 
briefings from the Secretary-General, SRSG Ould Cheikh Ahmed, SE David Nabarro and 
representatives of the affected countries among others. Participants assessed that the global 
response to address Ebola has significantly slowed transmission, highlighted that there is no 
room for complacency and reiterated the goal to reach zero transmission.  
Logistics 
7. WFP is enhancing operational capacity to undertake medical evacuation of humanitarian staff 
with EVD by deploying a WFP-charted Bell 412 helicopter to Freetown, Sierra Leone on 22 
January. Plans are for the aircraft to be based in Freetown initially, and then to operate out of a 
field location, such as Bo or Port Loko, as required. This is the second dedicated Medevac 
helicopter that WFP has deployed to the region; the other is stationed in Conakry, serving 
Guinea.  
Essential Services  
18. Following the reopening of schools in Guinea, attendance remain low in the first week. 
UNICEF and partners continue to monitor schools to ensure measures put in place for the safe 
return to school are being adhered to around the country. UNICEF and Enfance du Globe 
provided psychosocial support to 150 children affected by Ebola in Belya.  
 
::  20 Jan 2015  UNMEER External Situation Report 
Key Political and Economic Developments  
1. In a press interview on his way to the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, 
President Alpha Condé of Guinea called on the IMF to cancel the debt of his country as well as 
of Liberia and Sierra Leone. He further indicated that the cancellation should be for bilateral and 
multilateral debt.  
Outreach and Education 
13. Similarly, UNICEF helped the Ministry of Youth broadcast Ebola sensitization messages to 
youth during the Africa Nations Cup. Messaging will continue 30 days after the end of the 
African Cup. UNICEF provided flat screen TVs, generators, retro-projectors, and screens to 
broadcast the Cup in 200 locations throughout the country.  
Essential Services  
16. Schools reopened across Guinea yesterday. In preparation, 80,657 teachers were trained on 
safe school opening protocol (100% teachers from preschool to higher education) with the 
assistance of UNICEF. UNICEF and partners also helped ensuring that thermoflash and hand 
washing stations were provided on locations. Early reporting suggests attendance is low, with 
for instance 63 students present at the Lycée 2 Octobre in Conakry out of 1,300 students. 
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Current estimates are that students will receive 160 of the usual 180 days of instruction and 
local media are encouraging attendance to make best use of the reduced time.  
18. In Liberia, schools began registering students on 12 January for the launch of the new 
academic year, and the Ministry of Education finalized a condensed 2015 academic calendar, 
including a minimum of 187 instructional days from 2 February to 2 November.  
 
::  19 Jan 2015  UNMEER External Situation Report 
Key Political and Economic Developments  
1. On 18 January, the Government of Mali, WHO and UNMEER declared Mali Ebola-free, after 
42 days without any new EVD cases. They insisted on the need to remain vigilant as long as the 
outbreak is not contained in the three most affected countries.  
4. The Red Cross indicated that security challenges in several areas in Guinea have prevented 
safe and dignified burials. The National Response Coordinator will work with both the 
gendarmerie and the Red Cross to look at the feasibility of escorts for safe burial teams.  
9. In preparation for the potential reopening of the Liberia and Sierra Leone border, IOM 
Regional Office Dakar has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Mano River Union. 
IOM is urgently initiating a comprehensive border assessment in coordination with CDC.  
Logistics 
11. The WFP-led Emergency Telecoms (ET) Cluster is providing internet connectivity in 43 
locations across the three Ebola-affected countries, ensuring reliable internet access for 741 
humanitarian personnel. Last week in Guinea, the ET Cluster installed internet in the Ebola 
Treatment Unit (ETU) in Beyla to facilitate the critical efforts of health workers. It also installed 
radio equipment in the city of Kissidougou to enable humanitarian staff to communicate with 
one another and a radio base station for UNHAS/UNMEER in Conakry, in order to provide 
reliable communications between air and ground staff.  
Essential Services  
19. Schools and universities in Guinea are scheduled to reopen today.  
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