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:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, 
Holistic Development, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad themes is 
a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not intended 
to be a “news and events” digest. 
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Security Council, Adopting Resolution 2191 (2014), Renews Authorization Allowing 
Agencies, Humanitarian Partners Continued Aid Access across Syrian Borders 
UN Security Council - SC/11708 
17 December 2014 
   Affirming that despite severe challenges in Syria the United Nations and its partners were 
delivering life-saving aid there, the Security Council this morning renewed for twelve months its 
authorization for those actors to use routes across conflict lines as well as specified border 
crossings. 
   Through the unanimous adoption of resolution 2191 (2014), the 15-member body decided 
that United Nations agencies and humanitarian partners could continue until 10 January 2016 
to, with notification to the Syrian authorities, use the border crossings at Bab al-Salam, Bab al-
Hawa, Al Yarubiyah and Al-Ramtha in addition to those already in use as originally authorized 
by resolution 2165 (2014) (see Press Release SC/11473 of 14 July).  It also renewed the 
monitoring mechanism created by that resolution in order to ensure compliance. 
   The Council reiterated that the only sustainable solution to the violence in Syria and the 
accompanying deterioration of humanitarian conditions was through an inclusive, Syrian-led 
political process.  In that context, it said it looked forward to further advice from the Special 
Envoy for Syria, Staffan de Mistura, concerning his proposals on the implementation of so-called 
“freeze” zones. 
   Text of Resolution 2191 (2014) here 
 
 
 

Statement from USAID Administrator Shah  
December 17, 2014 
[Initial text from resignation communication outlining USAID achievements over last several 
years] 
   I want to thank President Obama for the honor of serving our country these past five years as 
Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development. Thanks to his leadership and 
the extraordinary commitment of our nation’s development experts, America is the 
unquestioned leader in eliminating the scourges of extreme poverty, hunger, and child death 
worldwide. Recently, I informed President Obama and Secretary Kerry that I will step down as 
Administrator in mid-February 2015… 
Chief of Agency for International Development to Step Down 
New York Times | 17 December 2014 
   Rajiv Shah, the administrator of the United States Agency for International Development and 
the highest ranking Indian-American in the Obama administration, announced on Wednesday 
that he would step down as head of the agency early next year...  
 
 
 

Data2X Announces New Partnerships to Address Critical Gender Data Gaps 
Initiative Aims to Ignite a Gender Data Revolution to Spark Progress for Women and Girls 
Globally 
   New York, NY —   December 15, 2014  
 Today, Data2X announced new partnerships for better data to understand and improve the 
lives of the world’s women and girls at an event with Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, Michael R. Bloomberg, Chelsea Clinton and other key partners. The partnerships will 
tackle six areas where data is missing on women and girls: civil registration and vital statistics 
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(CRVS), women’s work and employment, financial services, women’s well-being and poverty, 
big data, and results reporting on U.S. government foreign aid… 
   Since its launch in 2012, Data2X, powered by the United Nations Foundation, has served as a 
platform to identify gender data gaps and generate partnerships to address them. As an initial 
step, Data2X identified 28 gaps in global sex-disaggregated data across five domains: health, 
education, economic opportunities, political participation, and human security… 
   Today’s event kicked off the next phase of the project, focused on forming strategic gender 
data partnerships to tackle the gaps most ripe for action based on international momentum, 
ease of filling the gap and number of girls and women potentially affected… 
   New partnerships were announced to tackle the following types of data gaps: 
 
:: Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 
(Partners: The UN Economic Commission for Africa and the Africa Programme for Accelerated 
Improvement of CRVS (covering 54 countries in Africa) and the UN Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (covering 60 countries in Asia-Pacific)) Strengthened Civil 
Registration and Vital Statistics systems are critical to obtain real numbers on maternal deaths 
and causes of death, as well as marriage, divorce, and other life events of importance to 
women and girls. Civil registration also helps facilitate access to legal identity, which provides 
women and girls with the opportunity to exercise their rights. Yet poor and unmarried women in 
particular are least likely to register their children. This partnership will help national and 
regional bodies incorporate gender into Civil Registration and Vital Statistics plans through 
technical assistance and international and national advocacy. 
 
:: Women’s Work and Employment 
(Partners: The International Labour Organization, the World Bank and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization). Last year, the International Conference on Labor Statisticians adopted new 
statistical standards for measuring work and employment. The new standards for the first time 
recognize all productive activities—paid and unpaid—as work. Full and separate measurement 
of both paid and unpaid work is crucial for recognizing the economic contributions of women 
and girls and the unpaid work they do in the family and on farms. This partnership will support 
the transition to using these new standards in a way that best captures women’s economic 
contributions and maintains comparability with previous survey rounds. 
 
:: Supply-Side Data on Financial Services 
(Partners: Global Banking Alliance for Women and the Inter-American Development Bank). 
Banks do not see women as a distinct client group because they lack sex-disaggregated data; 
as a result, women clients remain underserved. This initiative will develop a multi-level and 
multi-stakeholder approach to incentivize the widespread collection and reporting of sex-
disaggregated anonymous client data by banks. It will be bank-driven and will commence with a 
Data Working Group that will outline how all stakeholders can support banks in the process of 
collecting and reporting sex-disaggregated data. International adoption of the recommendations 
and standards from this group should help to close financial services gender data gaps globally. 
 
:: Improved Gender Data on U.S. Foreign Assistance Programs 
(Partners: Millennium Challenge Corporation and U.S. Department of State/PEPFAR). A number 
of recent initiatives seek to improve the global availability and accessibility of the data collected 
and reported by all U.S. Government agencies involved in foreign assistance work. This 
partnership will build a technical standard to harmonize gender reporting to improve the 
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availability, transparency, accessibility, and use of gender results data in U.S. Government 
partner countries. It will also sponsor an “open data challenge” to implement the standards, 
derive better sex- and age-disaggregated data, and train partners in the use of gender results 
data for decision-making. 
 
:: Measurement of Women’s Poverty and Progress 
(Partner: Government of Mexico – National Institute of Statistics and Geography). Mexico’s 
National Institute of Statistics and Geography, INEGI, is a leader in reducing data gaps. INEGI 
will pilot new approaches to gender data collection and work with Data2X to disseminate 
knowledge and promote South-South knowledge sharing. INEGI and Data2X will explore the 
added value of including subjective measures of well-being for men and women along with 
more standard, income-based measures. This work will fill a data gap on gender, well-being, 
and poverty, and offer lessons learned for other countries on improving poverty measurement 
techniques. INEGI and Data2X will also collaborate on big data by analyzing Twitter feeds to 
explore gender differences in adolescent mental health. 
 
:: Big Data and Gender  
(Partners: UN Global Pulse and UN Women). Effective use of big data in development 
policymaking and advocacy could improve the lives of women and girls by resulting in more 
efficient services and programs. Research and technology development are needed to fulfill this 
potential and ensure that women and girls—particularly those unreached by digital platforms—
are represented in big data streams. In addition, new institutional norms and safeguards need 
to be put in place to ensure that big data benefits are maximized while reducing the risks of 
harming women and girls, particularly with respect to individual privacy and sensitive datasets. 
Moving forward, Data2X will help advance the existing partnerships, continue to develop new 
gender data partnerships and seek additional funding to reach the largest number of women 
and girls possible. 
 
 
 
The Tsunami legacy  
Disasters Emergency Committee   
19 December 2014 
   …This week DEC  member agencies Oxfam and CARE International have both released new 
reports on how the Tsunami influenced the changing humanitarian system. Swiss Solidarity (a 
fellow member of the Emergency Appeals Alliance) also launched a new evaluation of the 
response earlier this month.  
   These top ten lessons are thanks to their research:  

1.  Evaluating the needs of survivors quickly is crucial and this means listening to those 
affected and designing projects with them. We are now much better at sharing analysis 
and evaluations amongst ourselves. In the Philippines after the 2013 super typhoon, 
some member agencies worked with local people to design their own shelter kits and 
feedback mechanisms such as helpdesks are common place. 

2. Humanitarian agencies are now much more likely to provide people with materials, 
grants or skills training to help them build their own home rather than build it for them. 
Shelter kits help people be part of their own recovery and design their own shelters 
according to their own needs. Some agencies work with affected people to design their 
own kits, acting as the advisors and advocates for new safe homes. We know that 
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training local people to lead reconstruction and recovery increases the acceptance of the 
project and allows us to reach more people more quickly. 

3. In the fourth year of the Tsunami response, DEC member agencies focused on helping 
people at-risk of emergencies prepare for the next disaster. Resilience and Disaster Risk 
Reduction are now a core part of what we do. We help local communities map the 
potential risks in their area and train people in construction, conservation agriculture, 
micro-insurance, or early warning systems. 

4. The Tsunami helped us better understand the importance of designing projects that 
meet the varied needs of boys, girls, women and men in emergencies. For example 
women were between 1.2 and 2.1 times as likely to have died as men across tsunami-
affected areas. Rapid gender analysis, assessments and the collection of sex and age 
disaggregated data are now routine. For example in Syria CARE has been able to share 
information on the increased numbers of pregnancies amongst displaced women, which 
helps agencies provide more targeted services for pregnant women. 

5. The geographical scale of the disaster and the generous international funding meant 
that for part of 2005, there were close to 200 international NGOs operating in Aceh 
province alone. Numerous evaluations showed the need for better coordination among 
humanitarian agencies. So the UN set up the cluster system to bring agencies together 
to coordinate around different sectors such as education, protection or shelter. 

6. A new evaluation of the Tsunami response by Swiss Solidarity found that helping 
experienced small-scale entrepreneurs recover the business they lost in the disaster was 
very successful. It helped people restart their business and sometimes expand 
production. However start-up entrepreneurs without prior experience were less 
successful with very few start-ups continuing their new businesses. Aid agencies are 
now much more conscious of existing inequalities and try to make sure interventions do 
not exacerbate the vulnerability of marginalised groups. 

7. A 2008 review of reconstruction in post-tsunami Indonesia and Sri Lanka found that 
community involvement is essential to building back safer, stronger communities and 
since the tsunami there has been a shift towards building the capacity of local 
organisations. For example just as Christian Aid allocated £250,000 to their national 
partners on Boxing Day 2004 so they could start work straight away, agencies are 
always striving to equip local people to respond. 

8. Many have argued that the humanitarian response acted as an incentive for peace in 
Indonesia. This finding is supported by a 2008 survey, which found that 57 percent of 
Aceh’s population think the tsunami, and the response to it, had a positive effect on 
peace in the region. In Sri Lanka it is thought the tsunami increased tensions in the 
long-running conflict. In its new report Oxfam argues there is an ongoing need for 
humanitarian agencies to devote more effort to designing conflict-sensitive approaches 
that either de-escalate or at least avoid exacerbating tensions between different groups. 

9. After the tsunami, CARE provided survivors with vouchers for basic food items that could 
be exchanged for food at pre-approved local shops. This relatively new method at the 
time, helped local businesses to get back on their feet but meant people could make 
choices about what they needed.  This approach is now widely recognised as an 
effective way of meeting people’s essential food needs. 

10. The UK Public always gives generously to disasters. The outpouring in response to the 
DEC’s Tsunami appeal was the largest ever but British people consistently respond to 
calls for support. However international government giving is declining. For the 
humanitarian community to continue to learn lessons and improve our support to those 



most in need, we need the backing from global leaders and institutions. More people are 
now affected by humanitarian crises and funding has to keep up with this growing 
need.  

 
 
 
The Rockefeller Foundation, IFC to Create New Project Development Facility for 
Resilient Infrastructure 
The Rockefeller Foundation / December 19, 2014 / Press Releases 
   WASHINGTON—The Rockefeller Foundation and IFC, a member of the World Bank Group, are 
launching a project development facility aimed at unlocking private sector investment for 
infrastructure that helps build resilience across emerging markets. 
   Global institutional investors are keen to invest in infrastructure, but there aren’t enough well-
structured projects. The major challenge lies in the early stages of project development. Often, 
governments lack the capacity to structure, negotiate, and manage complex infrastructure 
transactions. This is a critical bottleneck that delays and often stalls the development of 
projects. As a result, not enough projects are coming to market. 
  The Rockefeller Foundation is committing $10 million to this new facility. The facility will 
provide grant funding to support legal, technical, and financial advice to governments working 
with IFC on infrastructure projects that help cities build resilience and support poor and 
vulnerable people. This will accelerate the development of projects, and increase the number of 
bankable projects that reach financial close. The Foundation and IFC will aim to jointly raise an 
additional $40-$90 million from other partners, which could help the development of up to 80 
medium-to-large scale projects globally. 
   "Governments often need sound advice to navigate complex agreements when they work 
with private sector companies to develop infrastructure projects," said Karin Finkelston, IFC’s 
Vice President for Global Partnerships. "This partnership provides a crucial link that can help 
accelerate the development of bankable infrastructure projects across the world." 
   This facility is part of a broader collaboration effort between The Rockefeller Foundation and 
the World Bank Group to expand financing solutions for resilience and infrastructure across 
emerging markets. 
  "Rapid urbanization, globalization, and the rise of extreme weather events are giving rise to a 
new set of shocks and stresses that threaten our collective wellbeing, so it is critical that we 
invest in infrastructure that builds resilience," said Dr. Judith Rodin, President of The Rockefeller 
Foundation. "We are delighted to be working together with IFC to create more bankable 
infrastructure projects that build resilience and help communities that are particularly 
susceptible to associated shocks and stresses."  
 
 
:::::: 
 
EBOLA/EVD  [to 20 December 2014] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC); "Threat to international peace and 
security" (UN Security Council)  
 
WHO: Ebola response roadmap - Situation report  17 December 2014 
Summary [Excerpt] 
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A total of 18,603 confirmed, probable, and suspected cases of Ebola virus disease 
(EVD) have been reported in five affected countries (Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Sierra Leone, and 
the United States of America) and three previously affected countries (Nigeria, Senegal and 
Spain) in the seven days to 14 December (week 50). There have been 6915 reported 
deaths 
 
Editor’s Note:  
Our extensive coverage of Ebola/EVD activity continues – including detailed coverage of 
UNMEER and other INGO/agency activity now available at the end of this digest. Please also 
note that many of the organizations and journals we cover continue to publish important EVD 
content which is threaded throughout this edition. 
 
:::::: 
 

Emergencies Scorecard  
UN OCHA: L3 Emergencies  [at 20 December 2014] 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to four 'L3' emergencies. This is 
the UN classification for the most severe, large-scale humanitarian crises.  
:: Iraq: - The surge in violence between armed groups and government forces has displaced an 
estimated 1.8 million people across Iraq and left hundreds of thousands of people in need of 
assistance.  
   OCHA Iraq>> 
:: Syria - 10.8 million people, nearly half the population, are in need of humanitarian assistance. 
An estimated 6.45 million people have been displaced inside the country.  
   OCHA Syria>> 
:: CAR Central African Republic - The violence that erupted in December 2013 has displaced 
hundreds of thousands of people and left 2.5 million in urgent need of assistance.  
   OCHA CAR>> 
:: South Sudan - About 1.4 million people are internally displaced as the result of fighting that 
began in December 2013. 3.8 million people need humanitarian assistance.  
   OCHA South Sudan>> 

 
WHO: Public Health Emergencies of International Concern (PHEIC)  [at 20 December 
2014] 
:: Ebola/EVD 
:: Polio 

  
WHO:  Grade 3 and Grade 2 emergencies   [at 20 December 2014] 
:: WHO Grade 3 emergencies 
- Central African Republic  
- Guinea  
- Iraq  
- Liberia  
- Nigeria  
- Sierra Leone  
- South Sudan  
- The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: WHO Grade 2 emergencies 
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http://www.unocha.org/crisis/syria
http://www.unocha.org/crisis/central-african-republic
http://www.unocha.org/crisis/central-african-republic
http://www.unocha.org/south-sudan/
http://www.unocha.org/south-sudan/
http://www.who.int/ihr/procedures/pheic/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/csr/disease/ebola/en/index.html
http://www.polioeradication.org/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/gin/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lbr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/nga/en/index.html
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http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ssd/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html


- Democratic Republic of the Congo  
- Guinea  
- Mali  
- occupied Palestinian territories  
- Philippines  
- Ukraine  
 

*                        *                       *                        * 

:: Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for 
key media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on 
regional or global level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific 
coverage is limited. Please suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
 
United Nations – Selected Press Releases [to 20 December 2014] 
Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly 
http://www.un.org/en/unpress/ 
19 December 2014  
SG/SM/16434 
At Ebola Treatment Centre in Sierra Leone, Secretary-General Tells Caregivers ‘You Are Bringing 
Your Country and the Entire World to a More Hopeful Place’ 
Following are UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s remarks, as prepared for delivery, at the 
Ebola Treatment Unit in Hastings, Sierra Leone, today: 
[Concluding comments] 
   … Ebola remains a global crisis, and we must stop it at its source.  The only acceptable goal is 
zero cases.  A single case is all it takes to start an outbreak.  All of us, whoever we work for, 
must remain super-vigilant.  Our task is to prevent Ebola from becoming endemic in the region. 
   The crisis will end when the last person to experience Ebola is under treatment and there is 
no other case for at least 42 days.  To do this, there will be a constant need for reliable data, 
skilled professionals, good management, effective coordination, and finance. 
   Our task, within the UN system, is to help you locate and access these resources.  We cannot 
rest till you have what you need to complete the task.  There can be no let-up. 
   We need to get kids back in school, fields planted, and markets up and running again.  And 
beyond halting Ebola, we need to build up health systems and other infrastructure that will 
forestall something similar occurring in the future. 
   We owe this to millions of people across West Africa whose lives have been disrupted and 
plunged into misery.  We owe this to the health-care workers who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice in answering the call of service. 
   To all the people of Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, I say: The United Nations has stood 
with you for years in your quest for development and peace, and we will continue to be your 
close partner now.  
   Thank you again for your leadership in the Ebola response.  It has been an honour to see you 
in action here today.  In your person and in your work, you are the embodiment of compassion 
and commitment.  In bringing comfort to those in need, you are bringing your country and the 
entire world to a more hopeful place. 
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19 December 2014  
SC/11717 
Security Council, Adopting Resolution 2195 (2014), Urges International Action to Break Links 
between Terrorists, Transnational Organized Crime 
During an all-day open debate presided over by the Foreign Minister of Chad, the Security 
Council called for international action to prevent terrorists from benefiting from transnational 
organized crime, through securing borders and prosecuting illicit networks. 
 
19 December 2014  
GA/11605 
Acting upon Recommendation by Second Committee, General Assembly Adopts 43 Texts, 
Defers Action on Sovereign Debt Restructuring Framework Draft 
The General Assembly, acting on the recommendation of its Second Committee (Economic and 
Financial), today adopted 38 resolutions — seven requiring recorded votes — and five decisions 
on a range of issues relating to strengthening the post-2015 agenda.  Those included external 
debt, creation of a new international economic order, the multidimensional nature of 
development and poverty, South-South cooperation, liberalization of world trade, promotion of 
new and renewable sources of energy, and problems of countries in special situations. 
 
 
UNICEF [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_71508.html 
Media Releases [selected] 
Conflict in Ukraine leaves almost 150 schools closed: UNICEF  
NEW YORK/GENEVA/KYIV, 19 December 2014 – Conflict in Ukraine has left 147 schools closed 
in parts of Donetsk Oblast where fighting is ongoing, and disrupted the education of some 
50,000 children since September 1. 
 
Launch of the 2015 Strategic Response Plan for Syria and the Regional Refugee and Resilience 
Plan - 2015-16 
AMMAN, December 18, 2014 - “The Syria crisis represents the biggest threat to children of 
recent times. By the end of 2015, the lives of over 8.6 million children across the region will 
have been torn apart by violence and forced displacement. That compares to a figure of 7 
million just one month ago.  
 
Central African Republic: Two out of five children without vital aid - UNICEF 
BANGUI/DAKAR/GENEVA/NEW YORK – A year after extreme violence tore through the Central 
African Republic, two out of five children in urgent need of UNICEF’s support are without vital 
humanitarian aid – according to the agency. 
 
UNICEF Statement on deadly attacks on children in Yemen and Pakistan 
NEW YORK, 16 December 2014 – The massacre today of more than 100 children in an attack 
on a school in Pakistan, and the reported killing of at least 15 school girls in a car bombing in 
Yemen, mark a dark day in the closing weeks of a bleak year for children around the world. 
 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake on killing of children in Peshawar, 
Pakistan 
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NEW YORK, 16 December 2014 - The horrific, callous killing of more than one hundred children 
today in Peshawar, Pakistan must do more than shock the conscience of the world – as it will.   
 
 
UNHCR [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/hom 
UN and partners launch major aid plans for Syria and region  
Press Releases, 18 December 2014 
   BERLIN (18 December 2014) – As Syria's war heads towards a fifth year, the United Nations 
and partners today launched a major new humanitarian and development appeal, requesting 
over US$8.4 billion in funds to help nearly 18 million people in Syria and across the region in 
2015. 
   The appeal includes two main elements: support for over 12 million displaced and conflict-
affected people inside Syria, and addressing the needs of the millions of Syrian refugees in the 
region and the countries and communities hosting them. 
   Presented to donors at a meeting in Berlin, the 2015 appeal incorporates, for the first time, 
significant development aspects in addition to the life-saving humanitarian needs of the largest 
number of displaced people in the world. 
   The Syria Strategic Response Plan 2015 (SRP) addresses acute humanitarian needs inside 
Syria, aiming to provide 12.2 million people with protection, life-saving assistance and 
livelihoods support. It requires $2.9 billion in funding and brings together humanitarian 
organizations working inside Syria and in neighbouring countries. 
   "Conflict has devastated millions of Syrians' lives, trapping them in conflict areas and denying 
them access to basic provisions and healthcare. Many live in fear, children can't go to school 
and parents can't go out to work," said Valerie Amos, UN Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator. "This plan, if fully funded, can help us 
provide food and medicine for children, shelter families from the cold, and support those who 
are desperate and traumatized. Syria is a very difficult and dangerous place to work but the 
humanitarian community remains committed to helping the most vulnerable people caught in 
this crisis." 
   The Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP), represents a strategic shift in the approach 
to delivering aid for the region. It brings together emergency humanitarian operations and host 
community support with longer-term programmes aimed at boosting resilience. Requiring $5.5 
billion in funding to directly support almost 6 million people, it is based on planning projections 
of up to 4.27 million refugees in countries neighbouring Syria by the end of 2015 (representing 
a slight decline in the rate of outflow from Syria seen in 2014) and help to over a million 
vulnerable people in host communities… 
 

 
UNOCHA [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.unocha.org/ 
19 Dec 2014  
Central African Republic: Déclaration du Coordonnateur humanitaire principal a.i. en République 
centrafricaine et Représentant de l’UNICEF, Monsieur Mohamed Malick Fall sur le regain de 
violence à Mbrés  
 
18 Dec 2014  

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/hom
http://www.unhcr.org/54929c676.html
http://www.unocha.org/
http://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/d-claration-du-coordonnateur-humanitaire-principal-ai-en-r-publique
http://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/d-claration-du-coordonnateur-humanitaire-principal-ai-en-r-publique
http://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/d-claration-du-coordonnateur-humanitaire-principal-ai-en-r-publique


Syrian Arab Republic: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Valerie Amos - Remarks at the launch of the Syria Response Plans 2015, Berlin, 18 
December 2014  
 
18 Dec 2014  
Iraq: Central Emergency Response Fund releases US$14.9 million to support newly displaced in 
Iraq [EN/AR/KU]  
 
18 Dec 2014  
South Sudan: Common Humanitarian Fund allocates $60 million to kick start aid operations in 
2015  
 
17 Dec 2014  
Syrian Arab Republic: UN and partners launch major aid plans for Syria and region [EN/FR/AR]  
 
17 Dec 2014  
World: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Valerie Amos: Briefing on the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) at the 2014 High-Level 
Conference on CERF, 17 December 2014  
 
17 Dec 2014  
World: US$418.6 Million Pledged for Central Emergency Response Fund in 2015  
 
17 Dec 2014  
Syrian Arab Republic: Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Valerie Amos Statement on Syria  
 
17 Dec 2014  
occupied Palestinian territory: Palestinian Civil Society calls for enhanced protection and access 
ahead of the World Humanitarian Summit  
 
16 Dec 2014  
Sudan: The Government of Ireland contributes over three million US dollars to the Sudan 
Common Humanitarian Fund in 2014 [EN/AR]  
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
Montenegro launches National Platform for DRR 
16 Dec 2014 
Montenegro today became the 27th country in Europe to launch a National Platform for Disaster 
Risk Reduction, a key step towards implementing the world’s first global blueprint for reducing 
disaster risk, the Hyogo Framework for Action 
 
 
WHO & Regionals  [to 20 December 2014] 
[Please see more extensive Ebola/EVD coverage at the end of this edition including UNMEER 
reporting] 
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:: Global Alert and Response (GAR): Disease Outbreak News (DONs) 
- Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) – Saudi Arabia 17 December 

2014 
Between 20 November and 7 December 2014, the National IHR Focal Point for the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia (KSA) notified WHO of 11 additional cases of Middle East respiratory 
syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) infection, including 4 deaths…. 

- West Nile virus – Brazil 15 December 2014 
On 9 December 2014, the Ministry of Health of Brazil reported a case of West Nile Virus 
(WNV) in the state of Piauí (PI). This is the first detection of a human case of WNV infection 
in Brazil… 

 
:: The Weekly Epidemiological Record (WER) 19 December 2014, vol. 89, 51/52 (pp. 577–588) 
includes: 
.- Index of countries/areas 
-  Index, Volume 89, 2014, Nos. 1–52 
-  Revised guidance on meningitis outbreak response in sub-Saharan Africa 
-  Monthly report on dracunculiasis cases, January– October 2014 
 
:: Syria Response Plan 2015 launched in Berlin 
December 2014 -- The Syria Response Plan 2015 incorporates, for the first time, the whole of 
Syria approach by bringing together humanitarian actors working inside Syria and in 
neighbouring countries under a single framework to increase the effectiveness of the response. 
Health partners are requesting a total of US$ 318 million, 182 million of which are for inside 
Syria.  
 
:: Eight mobile health clinics to serve vulnerable populations in Iraq 
December 2014 -- These urgently needed clinics, procured by WHO and flown in by the World 
Food Programme from Amman, Jordan, will be immediately deployed to parts of Iraq and the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq to help address the health needs of displaced populations residing in 
areas with limited access to health care services – in camps, informal settlements, and in urban 
and remote areas across the country.  
 
:: Fact Sheet - Human papillomavirus (HPV) and cervical cancer 16 December 2014 
 
:: Consultancy position: Health economist pdf, 116kb 19 December 2014 
Deadline for application: 10 January 2015  
 
:: GIN December 2014 pdf, 1.07Mb 19 December 2014 
 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
WHO African Region AFRO 
:: How to save the lives of newborns in Africa 17 December 2014  
   Brazzaville, 17 December 2014 - According to a new WHO report, one third of all neonatal 
deaths occur in the African Region. Approximately three quarters of these deaths occur during 
the first week of life and almost half within the first 24 hours.  
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   The first 28 days of life, called the neonatal period, is a very risky period for babies. For every 
newborn baby that dies, another 20 will face illness or disability from conditions such as birth 
injury, infection, the inability to breathe normally after birth, neonatal tetanus, congenital 
anomalies, and the complications of premature birth. 
   Too many babies are also being born to mothers who have not had adequate nutrition and 
antenatal care during pregnancy and who were not given skilled care during the birthing 
process. These mothers are at the greatest risk of dying during or after delivery – leaving 
newborns at an even greater risk of dying from inadequate care and suboptimal feeding 
practices. 
   According to statistics, quality care with simple, accessible, cost–effective interventions can 
prevent up to two thirds of all neonatal deaths. One method that has worked to reduce 
neonatal deaths in the African Region is kangaroo mother care (KMC). KMC is caring for 
preterm infants by carrying the baby skin-to-skin, usually by the mother… 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Number of babies born with HIV declined 78% in Latin America and the Caribbean, says new 
PAHO/WHO report (12/15/2014) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO 
:: Rehabilitation: key to an independent future for children with poliomyelitis in Tajikistan 18-
12-2014  
:: Mobile clinics in Ukraine to bring health services to people in need 15-12-2014 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO and partners release manual on psychological first aid during Ebola outbreaks 
15 December 2014  
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: The Wantok Effect: Key populations and the HIV response in Papua New Guinea  
PORT MORESBY, 18 December 2014 – Papua New Guinea has the highest HIV prevalence in 
the Pacific region, estimated at 0.8% in 2012. The nation is grappling with an HIV epidemic that 
is concentrated in marginalized and criminalized key populations including female sex workers 
and men who have sex with men (MSM). Stigma associated with HIV and advice from influential 
churches for people to rely on prayer rather than antiretroviral treatment (ART) to heal 
themselves further complicate the situation.  
:: Ensuring a future that is free from measles and rubella  13 December 2014 
 
 
UNAIDS  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/ 
UNAIDS supports community and government efforts in Cambodia 
19 December 2014  
 
UNAIDS Board underlines ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as central to the post-2015 
development agenda 
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15 December 2014  
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.unfpa.org/public/ 
Strengthening support for the war-weary women of South Sudan 
15 December 2014 
   JUBA/NEW YORK – No reliable figures chart the current suffering of women and girls in South 
Sudan. But one can reliably say that the new country is one of the worst places on earth for 
their health and well-being.  
 
 
UN Women  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.unwomen.org/ 
UN Women signs agreement to foster economic and social empowerment in Turkey  
December 19, 2014  
   In order to improve women’s economic and social empowerment in Turkey, UN Women’s 
Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia has signed a partnership agreement with one of the 
country’s largest industrial conglomorates, Koç Holding, which manages companies involved 
finance, energy, tourism, food, and information technology.  
 
UN Women calls for safe return of women and children abducted in Nigeria  
December 19, 2014  
   UN Women expresses grave concern at the alleged attack by Boko Haram in the village of 
Gumsuri in northern Nigeria, with initial reports of more than 30 killed and about 200 women 
and children abducted.  
 
Innovative "Voices against Violence" curriculum mobilizes efforts to address the pandemic  
December 18, 2014  
   In Pune, western India, at the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts’ (WAGGGS) 
World Centre, more than 50 national trainers and youth leaders from the girl guiding movement 
across the Asia-Pacific region gathered for the first regional “Training of Trainers Workshop” on 
delivering “Voices against Violence”, a unique non-formal education curriculum that will teach 
young people how to stop violence against girls and women. At the end of the week-long 
training session from 12 to 18 December, where seven facilitators are providing support in 
running the workshop, participants will return to their countries to conduct national trainings 
among Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.  
 
Beijing+20: Review of progress underway  
Date : December 15, 2014  
In the lead-up to the 20th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 
representatives from Member States and civil society are gathering to assess the progress and 
challenges in implementing this landmark blueprint for women’s rights since its adoption in 
1995…  
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
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19 Dec 2014  
Mobile money for 16,000 Ebola workers 
A mobile money transfer scheme has been implemented for the first to pay 16,000 Ebola 
workers in Sierra Leone.  
 
18 Dec 2014  
Gina Casar: Statement at the launch of the Syria Strategic Response Plan 2015 and the 
Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan 2015, Berlin, Germany  
 
18 Dec 2014  
New UN appeal for Syria looks beyond humanitarian response 
The United Nations and partners today launched a major new appeal to help nearly 18 million 
people in Syria and across the region in 2015. 
 
18 Dec 2014  
Private companies join UNDP’s effort against Ebola 
Private sector organizations have stepped up their support to UNDP’s Ebola response, donating 
equipment and delivering services that will both benefit communities immediately and serve 
them long after the epidemic has ended. 
 
17 Dec 2014  
UNDP hails historic step towards normalizing US-Cuba relations 
The UN Assistant Secretary General and UN Development Programme (UNDP) Director for Latin 
America and the Caribbean Jessica Faieta welcomed the steps taken by the leaders of the 
United States and Cuba towards normalizing relations between the two countries. 
 
16 Dec 2014  
Armed with soap, Guinean women take the fight against Ebola into their own hands 
A thunder of motorbikes, pedestrians and taxis is pushing into Dibida Market, in the centre of 
Kankan City, in the North of Guinea. A group of women traders is setting up shop, arranging a 
mobile display of soap. Sunday in this Muslim town is the first day of the working week. People 
arrive from all the surrounding districts, buyers and sellers crushed in between stalls. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 20 December 2014] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2014/en/ 
Maize, rice, wheat farming must become more sustainable 
   FAO estimates that over the next 35 years farmers will need to increase the annual 
production of maize, rice and wheat to 3 billion tonnes. Experts say this can only be achieved 
through eco-friendly agriculture that results in higher productivity while conserving natural 
resources, adapting to climate change, and delivering economic benefits to the world's 500 
million small-scale family farms. 
19-12-2014 
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Global wood production grows for the fourth year 
Global production of all major wood products continued to show steady growth in 2013 for the 
fourth consecutive year, with the exception of the pulp and paper industry which stagnated in 
2012-13 largely due to a decline in consumption in China, according to new data published by 
FAO today. 
18-12-2014 
 
Ebola leaves hundreds of thousands facing hunger in three worst-hit countries 
Border closures, quarantines, hunting bans and other restrictions are seriously hindering 
people's access to food, threatening their livelihoods, disrupting food markets and processing 
chains, and exacerbating shortages stemming from crop losses in areas with the highest Ebola 
infection rates, the FAO-WFP reports stressed. 
17-12-2014 
 
FAO Investment Centre celebrates 50th anniversary 
FAO's Investment Centre is celebrating its 50th anniversary of work devoted to improving public 
and private investment in developing and transition countries. The Centre's mission is to work 
with countries to determine how to best invest in agriculture and rural development to reduce 
poverty. 
16-12-2014 
 
South-South Cooperation: “A relationship among equals” 
Horizontal cooperation between countries of the global South is increasingly important to 
meeting the sustainable development challenges of our time, according to FAO Director-General 
José Graziano da Silva. 
15-12-2014 
 
 
DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html 
Show your support for human solidarity 
17 December 2014, New York  
   On 20 December, the International Human Solidarity Day (IHSD) will be celebrated under the 
theme “Moving together as one: Solidarity as the foundation of the UN development agenda 
beyond 2015”. In the lead up to this day, UN DESA’s Division for Social Policy and Development 
(DSPD) has kicked off a campaign to showcase the close relation between solidarity and social 
development.  
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm 
Argentina 
New law leads to new life for migrant domestic workers   
16 December 2014  
  After decades of labor organizing and with the support of the ILO, Argentina has passed a 
new migration policy to make life better for domestic workers. 
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Youth employment 
Lack of higher education leaves millions of young people out of decent work in developing 
countries   
15 December 2014  
   GENEVA (ILO News) –Youth with post-secondary education living in middle and low-income 
countries have a much higher chance of finding a decent job than those with only secondary or 
primary education, says a new ILO publication Is education the solution to decent work for 
youth in developing economies? . 
   Building on the results of school-to-work transition surveys conducted in 28 countries 
worldwide in 2012-2013, the study highlights that having the highest level of education “serves 
as a fairly dependable guarantee” towards securing a formal job. 
   On average, eight in ten (83 per cent) young people with post-secondary education were in 
non-vulnerable employment in the 27 low-to-upper middle income countries examined. The 
“guarantee” was slightly less prominent among low-income countries, but still 75 per cent of 
young workers with university degrees managed to find a paid job… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://en.unesco.org/ 
21.12.2014 – UNESCO PRESS 
Reinforce the immunity of our common heritage under threat 
States urged to implement 1954 Convention and its 1999 Second Protocol to protect cultural 
property in armed conflict 
   The Ninth Meeting of UNESCO’s Committee for the Protection of Cultural Property in the 
Event of Armed Conflict today urged all countries not yet party to the 1954 Convention for the 
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its Protocols, to ratify and 
fully implement them. The Convention, known as the Hague Convention, has so far been 
ratified by 126 nations. The Second Protocol has been ratified by 67 of the Convention’s States 
Parties.  
   At the end of its two-day meeting, the Committee also encouraged States Parties and the 
international community to take measures to prevent any new tensions that could result in 
threats to cultural property, and to explicitly include the protection of cultural property in the 
mandates of armed forces. Finally, it condemned repeated and deliberate attacks against 
cultural property around the world and in particular in the Syrian Arab Republic and the 
Republic of Iraq… 
 
Statement of the UNESCO Director-General after the attack against a school in Pakistan  
On 16 December, 2014, UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova expressed her outrage and 
distress following the attack on a school in Peshawar, Pakistan, that has cost the lives of some 
100 children. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.wipo.int/portal/en/index.html 
Global Intellectual Property Filings Up in 2013, China Drives Patent Application Growth 
   Global patent filings extended a run of strong annual increases in 2013, underpinned by 
double-digit growth in China where about a third of the world’s 2.6 million patent applications 
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were filed, followed by the United States of America (US) and Japan as the next-largest 
recipients. 
Dec 16, 2014 PR/2014/771 
 
 
CBD Convention on Biological Diversity [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.cbd.int/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ITU International Telecommunications Union   [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.itu.int/net/pressoffice/press_releases/index.aspx?lang=en#.VF8FYcl4WF8 
19.12.2014 
ICT products conforming to ITU standards listed in public database 
New ITU conformity database seen as key enabler for e-Health market... 
 
19.12.2014 
ITU launches "Ebola-Info-Sharing" mobile application 
Mobile apps are critical emergency telecommunications component responding to epidemics ... 
 
18.12.2014 
New mobile app offers guide to electromagnetic fields  
App launched to provide clarity on public health concerns... 
 
 
USAID [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.usaid.gov/ 
Statement from USAID Administrator Shah  
December 17, 2014 
   I want to thank President Obama for the honor of serving our country these past five years as 
Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development. Thanks to his leadership and 
the extraordinary commitment of our nation’s development experts, America is the 
unquestioned leader in eliminating the scourges of extreme poverty, hunger, and child death 
worldwide. Recently, I informed President Obama and Secretary Kerry that I will step down as 
Administrator in mid-February 2015… 
 
USAID Administrator Shah Announces $2 Million Collaboration with Partners in Health Local 
Haitian Affiliate Zanmi Lasante  
December 14, 2014 
   MIREBALAIS, Haiti - U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Administrator Rajiv 
Shah visited the Mirebalais Hospital today and announced USAID is finalizing a $2 million 
partnership with the Partners in Health (PIH) local affiliate Zanmi Lasante. 
 
 
DFID  [to 20 December 2014] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Releases 
Greening: New UK support for child victims of Ebola 
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Department for International Development and The Rt Hon Justine Greening MP  
16 December 2014 
During a visit to Sierra Leone Justine Greening announced new support for children affected by 
Ebola. 
   The UK will provide new funding to protect the growing number of children and women 
affected by the Ebola outbreak, International Development Secretary Justine Greening has 
announced… 
   The UK support will make sure children who have lost family or whose parents are being 
treated for Ebola get the care and support they need through a new £2.5 million grant for 
Unicef. This will include dedicated reunification services for children to locate their extended 
family members and provide on-the-ground support to communities… 
 
 
ECHO  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
Ebola Coordinator presents his report on state of play and next steps 
19/12/2014 
   EU Ebola Coordinator, Commissioner Stylianides, submitted yesterday his first report [8 pages 
- http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/ebola/eu_ebola_coordinator_report_european_council_en.pdf ] 
to the European Council which appointed him to this position in October to ensure a better, 
faster and more coordinated response to the Ebola epidemic. 
   Commissioner Stylianides' report gives an overview of the situation in the affected countries 
as well as the identified gaps and needs identified. It also outlines the next steps in the fight 
against Ebola – ensuring better regional cooperation and a flexible response adapted to the 
needs on the ground, building strong bridges between humanitarian and development aid, and, 
above all, mobilising more medical teams… 
 
EU, Germany and IOM join humanitarian aid efforts in Ukraine 
19/12/2014 
   As the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Ukraine exceeded half a million, the 
European Commission and Germany have supported the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) in further assistance to vulnerable people from Donbas.. 
 
Commissioner Stylianides welcomes UNSC Resolution 2191 on humanitarian assistance to Syria 
19/12/2014 
   The UN Security Council on Wednesday 17 December unanimously renewed Resolution 2165, 
which aims to help effective cross-border and cross line assistance (between areas controlled by 
the Syrian government and opposition controlled areas) in Syria,...  
 
 
OECD  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.oecd.org/ 
UK should keep foreign aid at commendable 0.7% level, says OECD 
17-December-2014 
   The United Kingdom has done well to increase its development spending to 0.72% of gross 
national income despite a challenging budget climate and should strive to maintain that level of 
aid for the years ahead, according to a new OECD Review 
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African Union [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.au.int/en/ 
Dec.20.2014    
Ethiopia launches Africa Against Ebola SMS fundraising Campaign using 7979 short code.  
 
Dec.15.2014    
Ethiopian Health Workers to join ASEOWA in fight against Ebola  
 
 
ASEAN  
http://www.asean.org/news 
ASEAN Moves Forward with Public-Private Partnership  
on Wednesday, 17 December 2014.  
   MANILA, 17 December 2014 – As ASEAN approaches the crucial 2015 milestone of realising 
the ASEAN Community, the ASEAN Connectivity Coordinating Committee (ACCC) has convened 
the ASEAN Public–Private Partnership (PPP) Networking Forum on 16–17 December in Manila to 
discuss PPP as an innovative financing mechanism to realise the Master Plan on ASEAN 
Connectivity (MPAC)… 
 
ASEAN Plus Three to Heighten the Ebola Preparedness and Response  
on Tuesday, 16 December 2014.  
   BANGKOK, 16 December 2014 - The ASEAN Plus Three Health Ministers gathered for the 
Special Meeting on Ebola Preparedness and Response yesterday. They discussed the ways 
forward of strengthening regional mechanisms and increasing national capacity to prevent the 
Ebola as well as other emerging infectious diseases pandemics… 
 
 
UNCTAD  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://unctad.org/en/pages/All-News.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Trade Organisation [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news13_e/news13_e.htm 
18 December 2014 
ENHANCED INTEGRATED FRAMEWORK 
Programme for helping poorest countries trade is to be extended 
   A multi-donor programme that helps the poorest countries be more active in global trade — 
the Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF) – will have its mandate extended into a new phase, 
the EIF Steering Committee decided on 18 December 2014. Director-General Roberto Azevêdo, 
in addressing the Committee, said: “Trade can be an effective tool for economic growth and 
poverty reduction when the right conditions exist. The EIF was established precisely to help 
LDCs create those conditions.” 
   The EIF Steering Committee, which includes representatives of all least-developed countries 
(LDCs) and the donor community as well as EIF partner agencies, decided to extend the 
mandate of the programme into a second phase, starting from 2016. The Steering Committee 
urged the EIF to build on the achievements of the first phase while addressing the need for 
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reforms in key areas in order to improve the efficiency, effectiveness and sustainability of the 
programme. 
   The EIF is currently helping 50 of the poorest countries worldwide. The WTO is one of six 
partner agencies of the programme and also hosts the Executive Secretariat… 
 
 
IMF  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.imf.org/external/news/default.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Bank [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
International Debt Statistics 2015 
December 18, 2014 — International Debt Statistics 2015 features 2013 data on external debt 
stocks and flows, as well as other major financial indicators on the 124 developing countries 
that report to the World Bank Group's Debt Reporting System...  PDF 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
WB Helps DRC Strengthen Health Systems to Improve Women and Children’s Health; Prepare 
for Potential Ebola Outbreaks 
December 18, 2014 
WASHINGTON, December 18, 2014—The World Bank Group’s Board of Executive Directors 
today approved a total of U$226.5 million to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to 
strengthen its health systems to improve maternal and child health services. The project will 
also support an Ebola preparedness plan for DRC and enable the country to be better equipped 
to respond to anew Ebola outbreak… 
 
World Bank Group Supports Budget Management and Fiscal Transparency as Sierra Leone 
Responds to the Ebola Crisis  
WASHINGTON, December 17, 2014—The World Bank Group’s Board of Executive Directors 
today approved a US$30 million grant to support the Government of Sierra Leone in its efforts 
to respond to the unprecedented challenges posed by the Ebola crisis. Today’s financing 
includes a US$10 million grant from the World Bank Group’s International Development 
Association’s (IDA)* Crisis Response Window (CRW), which is designed to help low-income IDA 
countries recover from severe disasters and crises. The Emergency Economic and Fiscal Support 
Operation will support Sierra Leone as it seeks to bring the Ebola epidemic under control by 
strengthening government budget management and reducing fiscal risks heightened by the 
crisis… 
 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: NGO/Collaborations/Initiatives Watch 
We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research 
and major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and 
initiatives across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action. 
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This Watch section is intended to be indicative, not exhaustive. We will not include fund raising 
content and only limited blog content. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 20 December 2014] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 20 December 2014] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BRAC  [to 20 December 2014] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 20 December 2014] 
UN climate talks: Disastrous result for world’s poorest - on pathway to climate chaos 
PERU 
15 DECEMBER 2014 
 Peruvian Environment Minister Pulgar Vidal urged nations meeting at the climate talks in Lima 
to “give hope to the world”, but governments largely failed to lay the foundations for an 
ambitious climate deal in 2015. 
 
CARE distributed food to villages hardest-hit by typhoon Hagupit; looking into longer-term 
needs of communities 
PHILIPPINES 
15 DECEMBER 2014 
 A few days after typhoon Hagupit hit the Philippines, CARE distributed food packs to almost 
2,000 families in badly-hit villages in Eastern Samar. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://drc.dk/news/archive/ 
DRC is responding to Ebola crisis in Liberia and Guinea (19.12.14) 
More than 6000 deaths caused by Ebola have now been reported in the six countries affected 
since spring 2014. As a humanitarian actor in two of the affected countries, DRC is 
implementing a strategy to ensure security and non-medical assistance. 
 
‘I now have a choice over my meals’ – DRC’s Fresh Food Voucher Programme in 
Dadaab (18.12.14) 
The introduction of a fresh food voucher program by the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) in 
Dadaab refugee camp, has enabled 3000 pregnant refugee women and lactating mothers to 
access a variety of fresh vegetables and meat from various vendors in the camp. The initiative 
has also led to the increase of the number of refugee women attending clinics. 
 
One year into the South Sudan crisis, DRC has assisted 350,000 displaced (15.12.14) 
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One year ago today, a struggle between rival political factions escalated into an armed conflict 
that has dragged South Sudan into a crippling civil war. The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) has 
taken a regional response to the situation with assistance inside South Sudan as well as in the 
neighbouring refugee hosting countries of Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia. The regional approach 
has ensured assistance to 350,000 internally displaced South Sudanese and refugees. 
 
 
Casa Alianza  [to 20 December 2014] 
Covenant House [to 20 December 2014] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 20 December 2014]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Handicap International  [to 20 December 2014]  
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Heifer International  [to 20 December 2014] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 20 December 2014]  
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
International Rescue Committee  [to 20 December 2014] 
IRC statement on renewal of UN Security Council resolution 2165 on humanitarian access in 
Syria 
   17 Dec 2014 - David Miliband, President & CEO of the International Rescue Committee, said: 
“Today’s decision by the Security Council to renew resolution 2165 is an essential one. The 
resolution has secured some more aid for the long-suffering Syrian people, but their needs are 
growing faster than the aid is arriving.  The resolution reaffirms the instruction to UN agencies 
and other humanitarian organizations to deliver aid to meet massive need in Syria – by working 
from neighboring countries and across conflict lines. Now the international community must act 
to ensure that the resolution secures real gains on the ground for every single person requiring 
assistance. The Syrian people can wait no longer: for many, it is a matter of life and death.”… 
 
Cuban refugees in America  
Posted by The IRC on December 17, 2014  
 

http://www.casa-alianza.org.uk/
http://www.covenanthouse.org/
http://www.ecpat.net/
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.org/
http://www.heifer.org/
http://www.helpage.org/
http://www.rescue.org/
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/irc-statement-renewal-un-security-council-resolution-2165-humanitarian-access-syria-2
http://www.rescue.org/press-releases/irc-statement-renewal-un-security-council-resolution-2165-humanitarian-access-syria-2
http://www.rescue.org/blog/cuban-refugees-america


   Between 1960 and 1965, a flood of refugees fled Cuba following the revolution led by Fidel 
Castro. The IRC helped resettle more than 62,000, focusing on finding them clothes, homes and 
jobs.  
 
The IRC’s statement on the killing of children in Peshawar, Pakistan  
Posted by The IRC on December 16, 2014  
    The International Rescue Committee condemns in the strongest possible terms today’s attack 
on a school in the Pakistani city of Peshawar.  
 
 
ICRC - International Committee of the Red Cross [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/index.jsp 
ICRC: New member of the Committee  
News release 
19 December 2014  
   Geneva (ICRC) – At its meeting on 18 December, the Assembly of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) appointed Maya Hertig Randall as a new member of the 
Committee… 
…The Assembly, composed of between 15 and 25 members of Swiss nationality, is the supreme 
governing body of the ICRC. It oversees all the ICRC's activities. It decides the institutional 
strategy, adopts major policy documents and approves the ICRC's objectives and budgets. 
 
Egypt: Experts gather to tackle violence against health–care workers and facilities  
News release 
18 December 2014  
   Cairo (ICRC) – Today, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Egyptian 
Red Crescent, in cooperation with Egypt's Ministry of Health and Population, held a conference 
for around 100 practitioners, experts and government officials to raise awareness of the serious 
implications of violence against health-care workers and facilities and to promote respect and 
protection for health services working in conflict or other emergency situations… 
 
Detention not a solution for migrants  
News release 
17 December 2014  
   Around the world, thousands of migrants are behind bars. Having already suffered many 
hardships on perilous journeys, migrants should not be subjected to administrative detention 
except as a measure of last resort, and States should provide alternatives, says the 
International Committee of the Red Cross in the run-up to International Migrants Day, 18 
December. 
 
 
IRCT  [to 20 December 2014] 
Statements & declarations  
IRCT Asia regional meeting: Asia torture victims denied access to rehabilitation 
19 December 2014 
  
News  
IRCT welcomes UN resolution calling for protection of health workers around the world 
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19 December 2014 
  
Statements & declarations  
IFEG: Forcibly conducting virginity testing is a human rights violation and may constitute torture 
16 December 2014 
  
News  
Coalition of NGOs call on Venezuela to immediately implement UNCAT recommendations 
16 December 2014 
  
News  
IRCT welcomes strong focus on rehabilitation on CAT’s recommendations to Venezuela, USA 
and Australia 
16 December 2014 
  
Press releases  
IRCT addresses lack of torture documentation and investigation in Armenia 
16 December 2014 
  
Press releases  
IRCT condemns attack on Russian member centre and calls for protection of human rights 
defenders 
15 December 2014 
  

 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 20 December 2014]  
Selected Press Releases/Field News 
Yemen: MSF Provides Medical Care to Displaced and Injured People in Al-Bayda Governorate 
December 19, 2014 
The newly formed Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) Yemen Emergency 
Pool (YEP) has conducted a visit to Al Bayda governorate to provide medical consultations as 
well as non-food items to internally displaced people (IDPs) fleeing the conflict which has been 
affecting the area for months. 
 
The Philippines: One Year After Typhoon Haiyan 
December 18, 2014 
Typhoon Haiyan, or Yolanda as it is known locally, the strongest typhoon ever recorded at 
landfall, ripped through the central Philippines on November 8, 2013. It caused devastation on 
an unprecedented scale—roofs were ripped off, villages were flattened, livelihoods were swept 
away, and a tsunami-like storm surge claimed more than 6,300 lives and displaced some four 
million people. 
 
MSF Opens New Ebola Treatment Centers in Sierra Leone to Increase Access to Care 
December 18, 2014 
To increase access to care for Ebola patients in western Sierra Leone, which has been hit hard 
by the current outbreak, MSF has opened new treatment centers in Freetown and Magburaka. 
 
Field news 
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Ebola: A Day in the Life of a Chlorine Sprayer 
December 16, 2014 
The team collecting victims of Ebola—both living and dead—from the community in Monrovia 
face a challenging task in the fight against Ebola. 
 
Field news 
Democratic Republic of Congo: Bikers Without Borders 
December 15, 2014 
A network of motorcyclists makes it possible for MSF to assist people in remote areas in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 
 
Field news 
Liberia: Ebola Outbreak Contained in Lofa County, MSF Hands Over Activities 
December 15, 2014 
The Ebola situation has improved in Lofa County and Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) has decided to withdraw from the area. New actors have arrived to help and 
since October 30 there have been no more Ebola patients in the Ebola Management Center 
(EMC) in Foya. The success of MSF’s intervention in northern Liberia can be considered a model 
of response, benefitting from a comprehensive approach and constant community involvement. 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
U.S.-based NGOs Applaud Passage of Coast Guard Legislation that Maintains Efficiencies in U.S. 
International Food Aid Programs 
December 19, 2014 
  The organizations listed below strongly support the exclusion of harmful provisions for U.S. 
international food aid programs from the recently passed Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation Act of 2014.The amended legislation sustains recent efficiency gains in U.S. 
international food aid programs. Provisions included in the original legislation would have 
negatively impacted crucial U.S. international food aid programs and their beneficiaries. 
Thankfully, these provisions were not included in the bill that ultimately passed the U.S. House 
and Senate….  
American Jewish World Service 
Bread for the World 
CARE USA 
Faiths for Safe Water 
Global Citizen 
InterAction 
Mercy Corps 
Modernizing Foreign Assistance Network 
NCBA CLUSA 
ONE 
Oxfam America 
Presbyterian Church USA 
Save the Children 
Women Thrive Worldwide 
World Food Program USA 
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Operation Smile  [to 20 December 2014] 
Upcoming Mission Schedule 
Jan 5 - 9 | Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 
Jan 1 - 18 | Nagercoil, India 
 
 
OXFAM [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Ten years on, the Indian Ocean Tsunami response reveals how people in crises can be helped 
by timely funding 
18 December 2014 
The unprecedented generosity of publics around the world to help people hit by the Indian 
Ocean Tsunami of 2004 saved lives and gave affected people the means to make genuine long-
term recoveries, says international aid agency Oxfam. 
 
Juncker missing out on €120 billion a year for EU investment plan by failing to crack down on 
tax dodging 
18 December 2014 
The proposed European Union (EU) investment plan could receive an annual boost of €120 
billion in public money if Europe clamped down on tax dodging, says Oxfam. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 20 December 2014] 
Fighting Drug-Resistant TB  
Posted on December 18, 2014 
   Nearly 100 people from 14 countries traveled this month to the Harvard Medical School 
Center for Global Health Delivery–Dubai. They came from Russia and Bulgaria, Romania and 
Belarus, Georgia and Moldova. Some worked for the Ministry of Health of their respective 
countries, others worked for nongovernmental organizations. They all shared a common goal: 
to stop the spread of drug-resistant tuberculosis, a global scourge that killed more than 210,000 
people in 2013. 
   Hosted by Partners In Health/Russia and the Harvard Medical School Center for Global Health 
Delivery–Dubai, participants discussed how to best design, implement, and operate programs to 
treat drug-resistant TB in collaboration with The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria. Treating multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) is a grueling and complicated process that 
can take two years and thousands of doses of medication, some of which can cause painful side 
effects. It’s also a programmatic challenge that requires stellar management and deeply 
committed staff. 
 
 
PATH  [to 20 December 2014] 
Announcement | December 19, 2014 
Three new members join PATH’s board of directors 
PATH’s board of directors welcomed three new members—Tsitsi Masiyiwa, Ireena Vittal, and 
Yehong Zhang—to serve on the organization’s board, effective immediately. They have 
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impressive backgrounds ranging from philanthropy to the private sector in countries as diverse 
as China, India, and Zimbabwe. 
 
 
Plan International  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
Plan International comes top on keeping children safe 
   19 December 2014: Plan International has become the first non-governmental organisation in 
the development sector to be awarded Level 1 certification for safeguarding children following 
an independent assessment by Keeping Children Safe. 
   Keeping Children Safe is a membership network of organisations that sets industry standards 
in child safeguarding. It has described Plan as being "at the forefront of child safeguarding", not 
only meeting but exceeding the requirements for Level 1 certification. 
   The network assessed Plan's framework for implementing the Child Protection Policy – Say 
Yes! to Keeping Children Safe – which exists to ensure that no child comes to any harm as a 
result of their involvement with Plan or its representatives. 
   The global organisation implements programmes in 51 developing countries across Africa, 
Asia and the Americas. In 2013-2014 alone Plan worked with 81.5 million children and nearly 
87,000 communities across the three continents… 
 
Plan International statement on the attack on a school in Pakistan  
16/12/2014  
We are devastated by the horrific news of the attack on a school in north-west Pakistan which 
has reportedly resulted in loss of at least 126 lives, most of them children.  
 
 
Save The Children [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6150563/k.D0E9/Newsroom.htm 
Four Times More Children Associated with Armed Groups, Two Years After the Outbreak of the 
Crisis [Central African Republic (CAR)] 
December 18, 2014 
 
Save the Children Commends USAID Administrator Shah for His Long-Term Service to Ending 
Extreme Poverty 
December 17, 2014 
 
Save The Children Action Network Praises Increased Funding For Global Maternal And Child 
Health Programs 
December 15, 2014 
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/about-sos/press/press-releases 
Haiti gets third SOS Children's Village 
21.12.2014 - Five years after earthquake that devastated country, SOS Children's Villages' 
support continues with inauguration of third Children’s Village to provide families and homes for 
children who lost parental care. 
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Tostan  [to 20 December 2014] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 20 December 2014] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::: 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/ 
[Action Aid, Age International, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care International, Christian Aid, 
Concern Worldwide, Islamic Relief, Oxfam, Plan UK, Save the Children, Tearfund and World 
Vision] 
See The Tsunami legacy in Week in Review above. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.elrha.org/news/elrha 
HIF Case Studies 
Mobile Technology - Listening to the Voice of Haitians: Haitian National Red Cross Society 
(HRC) and the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 
[undated :: 14 pages] 
   This case study analyses the innovative development and use of an Interactive Voice 
Response (IVR) system for the first time in a humanitarian setting by the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) through the national society, the 
Haitian Red Cross (HRC). Haiti’s 2010 earthquake was a major opportunity for international aid 
agencies to address the challenge of improving twoway communication with disaster-affected 
communities – a facility emphasised as central to emergency response following previous 
disasters. The IFRC sought to use mobile technology to disseminate crucial information and to 
gather beneficiary feedback about its operations, to enable greater accountability of 
international agencies to local communities and to allow these communities a greater 
decisionmaking role in its disaster response efforts. 
   To read the full case study click here. 
 
 
END Fund 
http://www.end.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GAVI [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
US approves US$ 200 million for Gavi in fiscal year 2015 budget 
   Washington, DC, 17 December 2014 - Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance welcomed final approval of 
the fiscal year 2015 appropriations bill that includes US$ 200 million for Gavi. It is the largest 
single year contribution ever made to Gavi by the United States… 

http://www.tostan.org/
http://www.womenforwomen.org/
http://www.dec.org.uk/
http://www.dec.org.uk/appeals/tsunami-earthquake-appeal/tsunami-legacy
http://www.elrha.org/news/elrha
http://www.humanitarianinnovation.org/hif-case-studies
http://www.humanitarianinnovation.org/sites/default/files/final-141215-elrha-casestudy-mobiletechnology.pdf
http://www.humanitarianinnovation.org/sites/default/files/final-141215-elrha-casestudy-mobiletechnology.pdf
http://www.end.org/news
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://www.gavi.org/Library/News/Press-releases/2014/US-approves-USD-200-million-for-Gavi-in-fiscal-year-2015-budget/


   "Gavi is grateful for the unbending, bipartisan support to vaccinate children in the world's 
poorest countries, especially in a challenging budget environment," said Gavi CEO Dr. Seth 
Berkley. "We want to specifically thank House and Senate State and Foreign Operations 
subcommittee leaders Rep Kay Granger, Rep Nita Lowey, Sen. Patrick Leahy and Sen. Lindsey 
Graham. This support will help Gavi purchase and deliver vaccines that will protect tens of 
millions of vulnerable children in poor countries around the world."… 
 
Gavi announces appointment of new Board members 
   Geneva, 16 December 2014 – Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance has announced the appointment of 
10 members to the Board. The appointments were confirmed at the Board meeting held in 
Geneva on the 10th and 11th of December 2014. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/mediacenter/announcements/ 
Press releases 
Global Fund Approves Emergency TB Funding for Syrian Refugees  
18 December 2014 
  GENEVA - The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria has approved emergency 
funding to support the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis among Syrian 
refugees in Lebanon and Jordan. 
   The assistance, totaling US$3.3 million, comes from the Global Fund’s Emergency Fund, a 
special initiative designed to provide quick financing to fight HIV, TB and malaria in emergency 
situations. The Global Fund tapped the Emergency Fund for the first time in November to 
expand a mass-distribution campaign of mosquito nets in Liberia, a country severely hit by the 
Ebola outbreak. 
   The International Organization for Migration (IOM), which operates in Lebanon and Jordan, 
will be implementing the programs. The IOM is already providing active and early TB 
interventions among Syrian refugees, as well as TB drugs, equipment and awareness-raising… 
 
 
ODI   [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.odi.org/media 
Community policing through bicycle patrolling in Sri Lanka: an incipient post-conflict strategy 
Research reports and studies 
19 Dec 2014 
 
Development entrepreneurship: how donors and leaders can foster institutional change 
Research reports and studies 
19 Dec 2014 
 
Our verdict on the Lima climate talks – and what needs to happen now 
Articles and blogs 
19 Dec 2014 
 
Services in the city: governance and political economy in urban service delivery 
Research reports and studies 
18 Dec 2014 
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How far down the road? Comments on the Secretary-General's Synthesis Report on Post-2015 
Research reports and studies 
18 Dec 2014 
 
Migration is global development's biggest good news story... almost 
Articles and blogs 
18 Dec 2014 
 
What counts as 'aid'? New rules on concessionality 
Articles and blogs 
18 Dec 2014 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
Humanitarian community welcomes the Core Humanitarian Standard 
15 December 2014 | Sphere Project 
A wide array of representatives of the humanitarian community gathered in Copenhagen on 12 
December for the launch of the Core Humanitarian Standard on Quality and Accountability 
(CHS) gave it a warm welcome.  
 
 
Start Network [Consortium of British Humanitarian Agencies] [to 20 December 2014] 
http://www.start-network.org/news-blog/#.U9U_O7FR98E 
20th Start Fund alert results in activation for Chocó, Columbia 
December 19, 2014 
Posted by Tegan Rogers in News. 
   The Start Fund was alerted for the 20th time on Wednesday to the worsening conflict in 
Chocó, Colombia. More than two thirds of the population are now victims of the armed conflict 
that has been ongoing between the military and armed insurgents. An alert was raised by 
Christian Aid describing how 6,500 people have been confined to their communities, for fear of 
being implicated by one of the armed groups or of stepping on land mines that are present in 
the area… 
   Start Network members completed a survey following the alert, and indicated support for 
activating the Start Fund below a threshold of £175, meaning that they were happy for the 
Start Team to decide how much to activate the Fund for. The decision was made yesterday to 
allocate a total envelope of up to £70,000 to the crisis 
   Christian Aid were the only agency to submit a proposal for the response, and the Start Team 
were once agin empowered to make the project selction decision, given the small scale of the 
crisis and workload, which members agreed would be unnecessary to go to the efforts of 
convening a local committee to handle. The project selection participants felt that overall 
Christian Aid and its partner could implement effectively, particularly in light of having an 
established presence in the target communities. 
   Start Funds have been awarded to Christian Aid for a total of £27,469. They will address 
protection and food security needs through protection workshops and the establishment of 
community kitchens, in the hope of reaching 3,600 people. 
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   The process was praised by the implementing agency as one of the quickest Start Fund 
activations so far, with the time from alert to transferral of funds taking little more than 48 
hours. We look forward to building on the lessons learnt from the launch this year when we 
take the Fund to scale in 2015. 

 
 
 *                      *                       *                        * 
 

 
:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will monitor media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a growing 
number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian response 
and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  

 
BMGF (Gates Foundation) 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Ford Foundation 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/newsroom 
Freedom and Opportunity in Cuba 
17 December 2014 
We applaud the announcement that the U.S. and Cuba will establish full relations. 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
http://www.hewlett.org/newsroom/search 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Hilton Foundation approves record number of new grants totaling $50 million 
Funding supports 42 organizations, furthering the foundation's priority areas 
   Los Angeles, December 19, 2014 – The board of directors of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
has awarded nearly $50 million in grants to a record 42 organizations working in key program 
areas, including Catholic Sisters, foster youth, homelessness, substance use prevention, access 
to safe water, disaster preparedness, Catholic education, hospitality, Multiple Sclerosis research, 
safeguarding vision, and other areas of priority.  
   “This is the largest number of grants in both number and dollar amount ever approved by our 
board,” said Ed Cain, Vice President, Grant Programs. “This record-breaking number of grants 
reflects the momentum of the Foundation’s strategic grantmaking, the intent of our board, and 
the vital work of our partners.”… 
 
Kellogg Foundation 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
MacArthur Foundation 
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http://www.macfound.org/ 
December 19, 2014 –  
Research and Results 
Assessing a Digital Attack on Syrian CSO 
A Syrian citizen media group critical of Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) was recently 
targeted in a customized digital attack designed to unmask their location, according to a report 
from The Citizen Lab.   
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
http://www.packard.org/about-the-foundation/news/press-releases-and-statements/ 
Website unreachable. 
 
Rockefeller Foundation 
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/newsroom 
The Rockefeller Foundation, IFC to Create New Project Development Facility for Resilient 
Infrastructure 
Dec 19, 2014  
The Rockefeller Foundation and IFC, a member of the World Bank Group, are launching a 
project development facility aimed at unlocking private sector investment for infrastructure that 
helps build resilience across emerging markets.  
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
“Outbreaks” Report Finds Gaps in Nation’s Ability to Respond to Ebola and Other Infectious 
Diseases; 25 States Reach Half or Fewer of Key Indicators 
December 18, 2014 | News Release  
The Ebola outbreak exposes serious underlying gaps in the nation’s ability to manage severe 
infectious disease threats. Understand how states perform against key indicators. 
 
Foundation Selects 10 Community Alliances to Pioneer Ways for People to Assess the Quality of 
Their Care 
December 17, 2014 | News Release  
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has selected 10 communities to participate in The Doctor 
Project, which helps consumers better access and understand information about health care 
quality in their local communities. 
 
Older Nurses Push Retirement Envelope 
December 15, 2014 | News Release  
For growing number of nurses, 65 no longer represents the ideal age to retire 
 
Wellcome Trust 
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/2014/index.htm 
Wellcome Trust announces new Executive Board appointments  
The Wellcome Trust is pleased to announce the appointments to its Executive Board of Tim 
Livett as Chief Financial Officer and Ted Smith as Director of People and Development.  
15 December 2014 
 

*                       *                       *                        * 
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:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in 
human rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive. We will add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon 
recommendation from readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content 
but note that successful access to some of the articles and other content may require 
subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Please suggest additional 
journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Disaster Medicine 
Winter 2014, Volume 9, Number 1 
http://www.pnpco.com/pn03000.html 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Infection Control 
Volume 42, Issue 12, p1255-13420 December 2014  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
Volume 47, Issue 6, p689-852, e11-e14 December 2014  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
Volume 105, Issue 1 (January 2015)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
Coupled Ethical–Epistemic Analysis of Public Health Research and Practice: 
Categorizing Variables to Improve Population Health and Equity 
S. Vittal Katikireddi, MRCP, MFPH, PhD, and Sean A Valles, PhD 
S. Vittal Katikireddi is with the Medical Research Council and the Chief Scientist Office Social 
and Public Health Sciences Unit, University of Glasgow, Glasgow, UK. Sean A. Valles is with 
Lyman Briggs College and the Department of Philosophy, Michigan State University, East 
Lansing. 
Abstract 
The categorization of variables can stigmatize populations, which is ethically problematic and 
threatens the central purpose of public health: to improve population health and reduce health 
inequities. How social variables (e.g., behavioral risks for HIV) are categorized can reinforce 
stigma and cause unintended harms to the populations practitioners and researchers strive to 
serve. 
Although debates about the validity or ethical consequences of epidemiological variables are 
familiar for specific variables (e.g., ethnicity), these issues apply more widely. 
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We argue that these tensions and debates regarding epidemiological variables should be 
analyzed simultaneously as ethical and epistemic challenges. We describe a framework derived 
from the philosophy of science that may be usefully applied to public health, and we illustrate 
its application. 
EDITORIAL The Moral Challenge of Ebola 
Mark A. Rothstein 
American Journal of Public Health: January 2015, Vol. 105, No. 1: 6–8. 
Citation | Full Text | PDF (651 KB) | PDF Plus (653 KB)   
Assessing the Expected Impact of Global Health Treaties: Evidence From 90 
Quantitative Evaluations 
Steven J. Hoffman, BHSc, MA, JD, and John-Arne Røttingen, MD, PhD, MSc, MPA 
Steven J. Hoffman is with the Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, Canada, and the 
Department of Global Health and Population, Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, MA. 
John-Arne Røttingen is with the Division of Infectious Disease Control, Norwegian Institute of 
Public Health, Oslo, Norway, and the Institute of Health and Society, University of Oslo, 
Norway. 
Abstract 
We assessed what impact can be expected from global health treaties on the basis of 90 
quantitative evaluations of existing treaties on trade, finance, human rights, conflict, and the 
environment. 
It appears treaties consistently succeed in shaping economic matters and consistently fail in 
achieving social progress. There are at least 3 differences between these domains that point to 
design characteristics that new global health treaties can incorporate to achieve positive impact: 
(1) incentives for those with power to act on them; (2) institutions designed to bring edicts into 
effect; and (3) interests advocating their negotiation, adoption, ratification, and domestic 
implementation. 
Experimental and quasiexperimental evaluations of treaties would provide more information 
about what can be expected from this type of global intervention. 
Cognitive Dissonance in the Early Thirties: The League of Nations Health 
Organization Confronts the Worldwide Economic Depression 
Theodore M. Brown, Elizabeth Fee 
American Journal of Public Health: January 2015, Vol. 105, No. 1: 65–65. 
Citation | Full Text | PDF (163 KB) | PDF Plus (165 KB)  
Human Papillomavirus Vaccination Among Young Adult Gay and Bisexual Men in the 
United States 
Paul L. Reiter, PhD, Annie-Laurie McRee, DrPH, Mira L. Katz, PhD, and Electra D. Paskett, PhD 
Paul L. Reiter and Electra D. Paskett are with the Division of Cancer Prevention and Control, 
College of Medicine and the Comprehensive Cancer Center, Ohio State University, Columbus. 
Annie-Laurie McRee and Mira L. Katz are with the Division of Health Behavior and Health 
Promotion, College of Public Health and the Comprehensive Cancer Center, Ohio State 
University. 
Abstract 
Objectives. We examined human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination among gay and bisexual 
men, a population with high rates of HPV infection and HPV-related disease. 
Methods. A national sample of gay and bisexual men aged 18 to 26 years (n = 428) completed 
online surveys in fall 2013. We identified correlates of HPV vaccination using multivariate 
logistic regression. 
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Results. Overall, 13% of participants had received any doses of the HPV vaccine. About 83% 
who had received a health care provider recommendation for vaccination were vaccinated, 
compared with only 5% without a recommendation (P < .001). Vaccination was lower among 
participants who perceived greater barriers to getting vaccinated (odds ratio [OR] = 0.46; 95% 
confidence interval [CI] = 0.27, 0.78). Vaccination was higher among participants with higher 
levels of worry about getting HPV-related disease (OR = 1.54; 95% CI =  1.05, 2.27) or 
perceived positive social norms of HPV vaccination (OR = 1.57; 95% CI =  1.02, 2.43). 
Conclusions. HPV vaccine coverage is low among gay and bisexual men in the United States. 
Future efforts should focus on increasing provider recommendation for vaccination and should 
target other modifiable factors. 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
December 2014; 91 (6)  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
(Accessed 20 December 2014) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 20 December 2014) 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
(Accessed 20 December 2014) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
(Accessed 20 December 2014) 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpublichealth/content 
Research article  
Knowledge and attitude of healthcare workers about middle east respiratory 
syndrome in multispecialty hospitals of qassim, Saudi Arabia 
Muhammad Umair Khan, Shahjahan Shah, Akram Ahmad and Omotayo Fatokun  
BMC Public Health 2014, 14:1281  doi:10.1186/1471-2458-14-1281 
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With the increase in prevalence of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS), healthcare 
workers (HCWs) are at risk of acquiring and subsequently transmitting this lethal virus. In view 
of this, HCWs were evaluated for their knowledge of and attitude towards MERS in Saudi 
Arabia.  
Methods 
A cross sectional study was performed in two hospitals of Qassim region in Saudi Arabia. A total 
of 280 healthcare workers were selected to participate in this study. Knowledge and attitude 
were assessed by using self-administered and pretested questionnaire. Descriptive statistics 
were carried out to express participants' demographic information, mean knowledge score and 
mean attitude score of HCWs. Inferential statistics (Mann-Whitney U test and Kruskal Wallis 
tests, p < 0.05) were used to examine differences between study variables. Chi squares tests 
were used to assess the association between study variables and attitude questions. 
Spearman's rho correlation was used to identify the association between the knowledge, 
attitude scores. Result: Participants demonstrated good knowledge and positive attitude 
towards MERS. The mean scores of knowledge and attitude were 9.45 +/- 1.69 (based on 13 
knowledge questions) and 1.82 +/- 0.72 (based on 7 attitude questions). The correlation 
between knowledge and attitude was significant (correlation coefficient: 0.12; P <0.001). HCWs 
were less educated about the management (42.4%), source (66%) and consequences of MERS 
(67.3%), while a majority of them were well aware of the hallmark symptoms (96%), 
precautionary measures (96%) and hygiene issues (94%). Although the majority of 
respondents showed positive attitude towards the use of protective measures (1.52 +/- 0.84), 
their attitude was negative towards their active participation in infection control program (2.03 
+/- 0.97). Gender and experience were significantly associated with knowledge and attitude (P 
< 0.05).  
Conclusions 
The findings of this study showed that healthcare workers in Qassim region of Saudi Arabia 
have good knowledge and positive attitude towards MERS. Yet there are areas where low 
knowledge and negative attitude of HCWs was observed. However, studies are required to 
assess the knowledge and attitude of HCWs at national level so that effective interventions 
could be designed as surveillance and infection control measures are critical to global public 
health.  
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This paper explores access to health and education for disabled youth in sites with and without 
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health care workers at home, and that there was a large difference in educational access 
between sites with and without CRWs. CRWs are well positioned to promote equal citizenship 
for disabled youth through service learning with occupational therapy final year students to 
improve access to health and education, so that barriers to their participation in economic 
development are removed. 
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Adam M. Trau*  
DOI:10.1080/09614524.2015.985633 
pages 29-41 
Abstract 
This article looks at the key challenges and dilemmas of international development volunteering 
(IDV) as experienced within a community project in Vanuatu. By focusing on the nature and 
significance of IDV engagements at the local community level, it offers critical insights into roles 
and relationships among international development volunteers and local host communities, 
together with the complex global–local interface in which projects are negotiated and 
constructed. The article concludes by offering some ways in which IDV can be more effective in 
assisting community projects address the needs of contemporary village life. 
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Abstract 
Background 
Despite its contribution to global disease burden, diarrhoeal disease is still a relatively neglected 
area for research funding, especially in low-income country settings. The SNOWS consortium 
(Scientists Networked for Outcomes from Water and Sanitation) is funded by the Wellcome 
Trust under an initiative to build the necessary research skills in Africa. This paper focuses on 
the research training needs of the consortium as identified during the first three years of the 
project.  
Methods 
We reviewed the reports of two needs assessments. The first was a detailed needs assessment 
led by one northern partner, with follow-up visits which included reciprocal representation from 
the African universities. The second assessment, led by another northern partner, focused 
primarily on training needs. The reports from both needs assessments were read and stated 
needs were extracted and summarised.  
Results 
Key common issues identified in both assessments were supervisory skills, applications for 
external research funding, research management, and writing for publication in the peer-
reviewed scientific literature. The bureaucratisation of university processes and inconsistencies 
through administration processes also caused problems. The lack of specialist laboratory 
equipment presented difficulties, particularly of inaccessibility through a lack of skilled staff for 
operation and maintenance, and of a budget provision for repairs and running costs. The lack of 
taught PhD modules and of research training methods also caused problems. Institutionally, 
there were often no mechanisms for identifying funding opportunities. On the other hand, 
grantees were often unable to understand or comply with the funders’ financial and reporting 
requirements and were not supported by their institution. Skills in staff recruitment, retention, 
and performance were poor, as were performance in proposal and paper writing. The 
requirements for ethical clearance were often not known and governance issues not 
understood, particularly those required by funders.  
Conclusions 
SNOWS believes that working with African universities to develop networks that support 
African-led research driven by the local context is an effective approach to develop and retain 
research skills needed to change policy and practice in water, sanitation, and hygiene in Africa.  
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Abstract 
A core result of the aid allocation literature is that the quality of governance in recipient 
countries does not affect the amounts of foreign aid received. Donor countries may still give aid 
to poorly-governed countries because of a dilemma they face: those countries most in need 
typically also lack proper institutions. This paper argues that donors try to resolve this dilemma 
by delivering aid through non-state actors. Using aid shares as well as absolute amounts of aid 
allocated through state and non-state channels and considering different dimensions of 
governance, we provide evidence that bypassing governments via NGOs and multilateral 
organizations is indeed a response to weak recipient state institutions. The effect is stronger in 
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HPV vaccination: for women of all ages? 
Philip E Castle, Kathleen M Schmeler 
Published Online: 01 September 2014 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(14)61230-7 
Summary 
The discovery of human papillomavirus (HPV) DNA in cervical cancer by Harald zur Hausen 
sparked 30 years of research that established that persistent cervical infection by certain HPV 
genotypes causes cervical cancer. This research has led to revolutionary technical advances for 
the prevention of cervical cancer: prophylactic HPV vaccination and sensitive molecular HPV 
testing for screening. These promising technologies can be used to complement or enhance 
established cervical cancer prevention programmes, and to provide robust solutions in low-
resource settings without screening programmes. 
Comment 
Offline: Can Ebola be a route to nation-building? 
Richard Horton 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(14)62387-4 
Summary 
At one of the first meetings of the UN Mission for Ebola Emergency Response, someone is 
reported to have said that if anyone present wanted to use Ebola as a reason to strengthen 
health systems they should leave the room. The Ebola response was about one goal and one 
goal only—getting to zero cases. How times have changed. Last week, WHO convened a High-
Level Meeting on Building Resilient Systems for Health in Ebola-Affected Countries. What seems 
clear now is that Ebola in west Africa is not (only) about Ebola. 
Viewpoint 
Global surgery: defining an emerging global health field 
Dr Anna J Dare, MBChB, Caris E Grimes, MBBS, Rowan Gillies, FRACS, Sarah L M Greenberg, 
Lars Hagander, MD, John G Meara, MD, Andrew J M Leather, FRCS 
Published Online: 19 May 2014 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(14)60237-3 
Summary 
Global health is one of the defining issues of the 21st century, attracting unprecedented levels 
of interest and propelling health and disease from a biomedical process to a social, economic, 
political, and environmental concern. Surgery, however, has not been considered an integral 
component of global health and has remained largely absent from the discipline's discourse.1 
After much inattention, surgery is now gaining recognition as a legitimate component of global 
health. In January, 2014, Jim Kim, President of the World Bank, urged the global health 
community to challenge the injustice of global inequity in surgical care, stating that “surgery is 
an indivisible, indispensable part of health care and of progress towards universal health 
coverage”. 
Viewpoint 
Improving the assessment and attribution of effects of development assistance for 
health 
Nour Ataya, MPH, Christoph Aluttis, MSc, Prof Antoine Flahault, PhD, Prof Rifat Atun, FRCP, Prof 
Andy Haines, FMedSci 
Published Online: 25 June 2014 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(14)60791-1 
Summary 
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Overseas development assistance for health (DAH) increased substantially from 2000, but has 
plateaued since 2010 because of the global economic crisis,1 with growing public demands for 
funders and beneficiary countries to show the effect of investments.2–5 When showing effect, 
donor agencies and countries need to address two challenges: first, accurate estimation of the 
effects of investments in different areas (eg, vaccines or health systems) on health outcomes; 
and second, attribution of the effects to specific investments. 
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Editor-in-Chief 
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Abstract Full Article (HTML) 
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Abstract  Full Article (HTML)  
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http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Comment  
Infectious disease: Mobilizing Ebola survivors to curb the epidemic 
Joshua M. Epstein, Lauren M. Sauer, Julia Chelen, Erez Hatna, Jon Parker, Richard E. Rothman 
& Lewis Rubinson 
17 December 2014 
Scaling up the recruitment of individuals who have recovered from infection deserves urgent 
consideration, argue Joshua M. Epstein, Lauren M. Sauer and colleagues. 
   Multiple governments and non-governmental organizations have called on health-care 
personnel the world over to help control West Africa's Ebola outbreak; these include Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF), the World Health Organization (WHO) and United Nations children's 
charity UNICEF. But the demand for labour far exceeds the supply1. UN estimates, which may 
be low, suggest that approximately 5,000 international medical, training and support personnel 
are needed in the coming months. 
   While foreign assistance must continue, a nascent local strategy is a candidate for broad 
adoption. We call it MORE, for MObilization of REcovered individuals. The idea is simple: those 
who have recovered from Ebola could be engaged to reduce transmission, helping to bring the 
epidemic under control. 
   Examples of the approach can be seen in Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia. For instance, the 
UN is training survivors to support children who have had contact with infected individuals and 
are within Ebola's 21-day incubation window (the time it takes to develop symptoms after being 
infected with the virus). MSF is similarly employing survivors to work in their Ebola treatment 
units in Guinea and Liberia. 
   There are uncertainties about the ultimate size of this cadre and, crucially, about the 
immunity of recovered responders to reinfection, both immediately and in the longer term 
(because immunity may wane). Nonetheless, the potential of MORE to shift the epidemic's 
dynamics makes its consideration imperative… 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
December 18, 2014  Vol. 371 No. 25 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
Panic, Paranoia, and Public Health — The AIDS Epidemic's Lessons for Ebola 
Gregg Gonsalves, B.S., and Peter Staley 
N Engl J Med 2014; 371:2348-2349 December 18, 2014 
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMp1413425 
   For those of us who lived through the early days of the U.S. AIDS epidemic, the current 
national panic over Ebola brings back some very bad memories. The toxic mix of scientific 
ignorance and paranoia on display in the reaction to the return of health care workers from the 
front lines of the fight against Ebola in West Africa, the amplification of these reactions by 
politicians and the media, and the fear-driven suspicion and shunning of whole classes of 
people are all reminiscent of the response to the emergence of AIDS in the 1980s… 
Perspective 
Evaluating Ebola Therapies — The Case for RCTs 
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Edward Cox, M.D., M.P.H., Luciana Borio, M.D., and Robert Temple, M.D. 
N Engl J Med 2014; 371:2350-2351 December 18, 2014 
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMp1414145 
Brief Report 
Clinical Care of Two Patients with Ebola Virus Disease in the United States 
G. Marshall Lyon, M.D., M.M.Sc., Aneesh K. Mehta, M.D., Jay B. Varkey, M.D., Kent Brantly, 
M.D., Lance Plyler, M.D., Anita K. McElroy, M.D., Ph.D., Colleen S. Kraft, M.D., Jonathan S. 
Towner, Ph.D., Christina Spiropoulou, Ph.D., Ute Ströher, Ph.D., Timothy M. Uyeki, M.D., 
M.P.H., M.P.P., and Bruce S. Ribner, M.D., M.P.H. for the Emory Serious Communicable 
Diseases Unit 
N Engl J Med 2014; 371:2402-2409 
December 18, 2014 
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa1409838 
Abstract 
West Africa is currently experiencing the largest outbreak of Ebola virus disease (EVD) in 
history. Two patients with EVD were transferred from Liberia to our hospital in the United 
States for ongoing care. Malaria had also been diagnosed in one patient, who was treated for it 
early in the course of EVD. The two patients had substantial intravascular volume depletion and 
marked electrolyte abnormalities. We undertook aggressive supportive measures of hydration 
(typically, 3 to 5 liters of intravenous fluids per day early in the course of care) and electrolyte 
correction. As the patients' condition improved clinically, there was a concomitant decline in the 
amount of virus detected in plasma. 
Editorial 
Out of Africa — Caring for Patients with Ebola 
Eric J. Rubin, M.D., Ph.D., and Lindsey R. Baden, M.D. 
N Engl J Med 2014; 371:2430-2432 December 18, 2014 
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMe1412744 
[Final paragraph] 
…The most important take-home message from these case reports is the importance of 
intensive fluid management and care. The case fatality rate in the current outbreak is 
approximately 70%.8 It is unlikely that the patient treated in Germany would have survived 
without modern, state-of-the-art care. But approximately 30% of patients are surviving with 
only the modest support that is available in treatment centers in West Africa. Another filovirus 
infection, Marburg hemorrhagic fever, was associated with a mortality rate of approximately 
25% in Germany but approximately 80% in sub-Saharan Africa, further suggesting that optimal 
supportive care plays a crucial role in the overall outcome of these infections.9,10 Although this 
news is encouraging for patients with access to an intensive care unit, it is only more 
discouraging for those in areas where such infections are endemic and even basic care is often 
unavailable. It will be a tremendous challenge to bring to all patients the benefits of routine 
care, such as intravenous fluid and electrolyte support, as part of the response to this epidemic, 
but it must be done. 
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PLOS Currents: Disasters 
[Accessed 20 December 2014] 
http://currents.plos.org/disasters/ 
Art of Disaster Preparedness in European Union: a Survey on the Health Systems 
December 17, 2014 · Research article  
Introduction: Naturally occurring and man-made disasters have been increasing in the world, 
including Europe, over the past several decades. Health systems are a key part of any 
community disaster management system. The success of preparedness and prevention depends 
on the success of activities such as disaster planning, organization and training. The aim of this 
study is to evaluate health system preparedness for disasters in the 27 European Union 
member countries.  
Method: A cross-sectional analysis study was completed between June-September 2012. The 
checklist used for this survey was a modified from the World Health Organization toolkit for 
assessing health-system capacity for crisis management. Three specialists from each of the 27 
European Union countries were included in the survey. Responses to each survey question were 
scored and the range of preparedness level was defined as 0-100%, categorized in three levels 
as follows: Acceptable; Transitional; or Insufficient. 
Results: Response rate was 79.1%. The average level of disaster management preparedness in 
the health systems of 27 European Union member states was 68% (Acceptable). The highest 
level of preparedness was seen in the United Kingdom, Luxemburg, and Lithuania. Considering 
the elements of disaster management system, the highest level of preparedness score was at 
health information elements (86%), and the lowest level was for hospitals, and educational 
elements (54%).  
Conclusion: This survey study suggests that preparedness level of European Union countries in 
2012 is at an acceptable level but could be improved. Elements such as hospitals and education 
and training suffer from insufficient levels of preparedness. The European Union health systems 
need a collective strategic plan, as well as enough resources, to establish a comprehensive and 
standardized disaster management strategy plan. A competency based training curriculum for 
managers and first responders is basic to accomplishing this goal. 
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Validating Indicators of Disaster Recovery with Qualitative Research 
December 16, 2014 · Research article  
Introduction: Recovery from disasters is a critical function of federal, state, and local 
governments, yet measurable, validated indicators of community recovery remain unidentified. 
A list of potential recovery indicators was developed by the authors through a literature review, 
recovery plan review, and case study of two disaster impacted communities.  
Methods: To validate the indicators, qualitative data was collected from experts on disaster 
recovery. Twenty-one key informant interviews and two focus groups were conducted between 
January and April of 2014 to solicit feedback from disaster recovery practitioners and 
academics.  
Results: Five major themes emerged from the qualitative data. These included: the flexibility of 
the indicators to serve multiple purposes for communities and individuals both pre- and post- 
disaster; the focus areas are comprehensive, but content and organization can be improved; 
the importance of seeing the indicators as a self-assessment, rather than a tool for comparing 
communities; the potential challenges of collecting data for some indicators; and the 
identification of potential measurement issues with the indicators.  
Discussion: The proposed recovery indicators can be utilized by both practitioners and 
researchers to effectively track post-disaster recovery. They capture many of the complexities 
of community disaster recovery and provide potential opportunities for linkages to the 
development of disaster recovery plans and other activities that could increase community 
resilience in the future. 
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Ebola and Indirect Effects on Health Service Function in Sierra Leone 
December 19, 2014 · Research  
Background: The indirect effects of the Ebola epidemic on health service function may be 
significant but is not known. The aim of this study was to quantify to what extent admission 
rates and surgery has changed at health facilities providing such care in Sierra Leone during the 
time of the Ebola epidemic.  
Methods: Weekly data on facility inpatient admissions and surgery from admission and surgical 
theatre register books were retrospectively retrieved during September and October. 21 
Community Health Officers enrolled in a surgical task-shifting program personally visited the 
facilities. The study period was January 6 (week 2) to October 12, (week 41) 2014.  
Results: Data was retrieved from 40 out of 55 facilities. A total of 62,257 admissions and 12,124 
major surgeries were registered for the study period. 
Total admissions in the week of the first Ebola case were 2,006, median 40 (IQR 20-76) 
compared to 883, median 12 (IQR 4-30) on the last week of the study. This equals a 70% drop 
in median number of admissions (p=0.005) between May and October. Total number of major 
surgeries fell from 342, median 6 (IQR 2-14) to 231, median 3 (IQR 0-6) in the same period, 
equal 50% reduction in median number of major surgeries (p=0.014).  
Conclusions: Inpatient health services have been severely affected by the Ebola outbreak. The 
dramatic documented decline in facility inpatient admissions and major surgery is likely to be an 
underestimation. Reestablishing such care is urgent and must be a priority. 
Estimation of MERS-Coronavirus Reproductive Number and Case Fatality Rate for 
the Spring 2014 Saudi Arabia Outbreak: Insights from Publicly Available Data 
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December 18, 2014 · Research  
Background: The Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV) was initially 
recognized as a source of severe respiratory illness and renal failure in 2012. Prior to 2014, 
MERS-CoV was mostly associated with sporadic cases of human illness, of presumed zoonotic 
origin, though chains of person-to-person transmission in the healthcare setting were reported. 
In spring 2014, large healthcare-associated outbreaks of MERS-CoV infection occurred in 
Jeddah and Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. To date the epidemiological information published 
by public health investigators in affected jurisdictions has been relatively limited. However, it is 
important that the global public health community have access to information on the basic 
epidemiological features of the outbreak to date, including the basic reproduction number (R0) 
and best estimates of case-fatality rates (CFR). We sought to address these gaps using a 
publicly available line listing of MERS-CoV cases.  
Methods: R0 was estimated using the incidence decay with exponential adjustment (“IDEA”) 
method, while period-specific case fatality rates that incorporated non-attributed death data 
were estimated using Monte Carlo simulation.  
Results: 707 cases were available for evaluation. 52% of cases were identified as primary, with 
the rest being secondary. IDEA model fits suggested a higher R0 in Jeddah (3.5-6.7) than in 
Riyadh (2.0-2.8); control parameters suggested more rapid reduction in transmission in the 
former city than the latter. The model accurately projected final size and end date of the Riyadh 
outbreak based on information available prior to the outbreak peak; for Jeddah, these 
projections were possible once the outbreak peaked. Overall case-fatality was 40%; depending 
on the timing of 171 deaths unlinked to case data, outbreak CFR could be higher, lower, or 
equivalent to pre-outbreak CFR.  
Conclusions: Notwithstanding imperfect data, inferences about MERS-CoV epidemiology 
important for public health preparedness are possible using publicly available data sources. The 
R0 estimated in Riyadh appears similar to that seen for SARS-CoV, but CFR appears higher, and 
indirect evidence suggests control activities ended these outbreaks. These data suggest this 
disease should be regarded with equal or greater concern than the related SARS-CoV. 
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Policy Forum 
World Health Organization Guidelines for Management of Acute Stress, PTSD, and 
Bereavement: Key Challenges on the Road Ahead  
Wietse A. Tol mail, Corrado Barbui, Jonathan Bisson, Judith Cohen, Zeinab Hijazi, Lynne Jones, 
Joop T. V. M. de Jong, Nicola Magrini, Olayinka Omigbodun, Soraya Seedat, Derrick Silove, 
Renato Souza, Athula Sumathipala,  [ ... ], Mark van Ommeren , [ view all ] 
Published: December 16, 2014 
DOI: 10.1371/journal.pmed.1001769 
Summary Points 
:: The implementation of new WHO mental health guidelines for conditions and disorders 
specifically related to stress is likely to face obstacles, particularly in low- and middle-income 
countries. 
:: Formulation of evidence-based guidelines is complicated by limited knowledge regarding (a) 
the effectiveness of commonly implemented interventions, (b) the effectiveness of established 
evidence-based interventions when used in situations of ongoing adversity, and (c) the 
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effectiveness of widely used cultural practices in LMICs. The application of the guidelines 
requires improved knowledge on how to reduce potentially harmful practices that are widely 
applied. 
:: The implementation of recommendations regarding psychotherapeutic interventions will 
require an approach that balances (a) strengthening the availability and capacity of specialists 
to train and supervise and (b) shifting to the delivery of psychotherapy by non-specialists. 
:: The strengthening of evidence for managing these conditions will require collaborative efforts 
by researchers and practitioners in a manner that is mindful of local sociocultural and health 
system realities. 
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Abstract 
Introduction Over the past decade, numerous groups of researchers have studied the 
willingness of health care personnel (HCP) to respond when a disaster threatens the health of a 
community. Not one of those studies reported that 100% of HCP were willing to work during a 
public-health event (PHE). 
Problem The objective of this study was to explore factors associated with the intent of HCP to 
respond to a future PHE. 
Methods The theory of planned behavior (TPB) framed this cross-sectional study. Data were 
obtained via a web-based survey from 305 HCP. Linear associations between the TPB-based 
predictor and outcome variables were examined using Pearson's correlations. Differences 
between two groups of HCP were calculated using independent t tests. A model-generating 
approach was used to develop and assess a series of TBP-based observed variable structural 
equation models for prediction of intent to respond to a future PHE and to explore moderating 
and mediating effects. 
Results The beginning patterns of relationships identified by the correlation matrix and t tests 
were evident in the final structural equation model, even though the patterns of prediction 
differed from those posited by the theory. Outcome beliefs had both a significant, direct effect 
on intention and an indirect effect on intention that was mediated by perceived behavioral 
control. Control beliefs appeared to influence intention through perceived behavioral control, as 
posited by the TPB, and unexpectedly through subjective norm. Subjective norm not only 
mediated the relationship between control beliefs and intention, but also the relationship 
between referent beliefs and intention. Additionally, professional affiliation seemed to have a 
moderating effect on intention. 
Conclusion The intention to respond was influenced primarily by normative and control factors. 
The intent of nurses to respond to a future PHE was influenced most by the control factors, 
whereas the intent of other HCP was shaped more by the normative factors. Health care 
educators can bolster the normative and control factors through education by focusing on team 
building and knowledge related to accessing supplies and support needed to respond when a 
disaster occurs. 
Special Reports 
Mass-gathering Health Research Foundational Theory: Part 1 - Population Models 
for Mass Gatherings 
Adam Lunda1a2 c1, Sheila A. Turrisa2a3a4, Ron Bowlesa2, Malinda Steenkampa5, 
Alison Huttona5, Jamie Ransea6 and Paul Arbona5 
a1 Department of Emergency Medicine, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada  
a2 Justice Institute of British Columbia, New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada  
a3 Department of Emergency Medicine, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada  
a4 School of Nursing, University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada  
a5 Flinders University, World Health Organization Collaborating Centre for Mass Gatherings and 
High Consequence/High Visibility Events, Flinders University of South Australia, Adelaide, South 
Australia, Australia  
a6 University of Canberra, Faculty of Health, Bruce, Australian Capital Territory, Australia  
Abstract 
Background  
The science underpinning the study of mass-gathering health (MGH) is developing rapidly. 
Current knowledge fails to adequately inform the understanding of the science of mass 
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gatherings (MGs) because of the lack of theory development and adequate conceptual analysis. 
Defining populations of interest in the context of MGs is required to permit meaningful 
comparison and meta-analysis between events. 
Process  
A critique of existing definitions and descriptions of MGs was undertaken. Analyzing gaps in 
current knowledge, the authors sought to delineate the populations affected by MGs, employing 
a consensus approach to formulating a population model. The proposed conceptual model 
evolved through face-to-face group meetings, structured breakout sessions, asynchronous 
collaboration, and virtual international meetings. 
Findings and Interpretation  
Reporting on the incidence of health conditions at specific MGs, and comparing those rates 
between and across events, requires a common understanding of the denominators, or the total 
populations in question. There are many, nested populations to consider within a MG, such as 
the population of patients, the population of medical services providers, the population of 
attendees/audience/participants, the crew, contractors, staff, and volunteers, as well as the 
population of the host community affected by, but not necessarily attending, the event. 
A pictorial representation of a basic population model was generated, followed by a more 
complex representation, capturing a global-health perspective, as well as academically- and 
operationally-relevant divisions in MG populations. 
Conclusions  
Consistent definitions of MG populations will support more rigorous data collection. This, in turn, 
will support meta-analysis and pooling of data sources internationally, creating a foundation for 
risk assessment as well as illness and injury prediction modeling. Ultimately, more rigorous data 
collection will support methodology for evaluating health promotion, harm reduction, and 
clinical-response interventions at MGs. Delineating MG populations progresses the current body 
of knowledge of MGs and informs the understanding of the full scope of their health effects. 
Special Reports 
Mass-gathering Health Research Foundational Theory: Part 2 - Event Modeling for 
Mass Gatherings 
Sheila A. Turrisa1a2a3, Adam Lunda1a3 c1, Alison Huttona4, Ron Bowlesa3, 
Elizabeth Ellersona4, Malinda Steenkampa4, Jamie Ransea5 and Paul Arbona4 
a1 Department of Emergency Medicine, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada  
a2 School of Nursing, University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada  
a3 Justice Institute of British Columbia, New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada  
a4 Flinders University, World Health Organization Collaborating Centre for Mass Gatherings and 
High Consequence/High Visibility Events, Flinders University of South Australia, Adelaide, South 
Australia, Australia  
a5 University of Canberra, Faculty of Health, Bruce, Australian Capital Territory, Australia  
Abstract 
Background  
Current knowledge about mass-gathering health (MGH) fails to adequately inform the 
understanding of mass gatherings (MGs) because of a relative lack of theory development and 
adequate conceptual analysis. This report describes the development of a series of event lenses 
that serve as a beginning “MG event model,” complimenting the “MG population model” 
reported elsewhere. 
Methods  
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Existing descriptions of “MGs” were considered. Analyzing gaps in current knowledge, the 
authors sought to delineate the population of events being reported. Employing a consensus 
approach, the authors strove to capture the diversity, range, and scope of MG events, 
identifying common variables that might assist researchers in determining when events are 
similar and might be compared. Through face-to-face group meetings, structured breakout 
sessions, asynchronous collaboration, and virtual international meetings, a conceptual approach 
to classifying and describing events evolved in an iterative fashion. 
Findings  
Embedded within existing literature are a variety of approaches to event classification and 
description. Arising from these approaches, the authors discuss the interplay between event 
demographics, event dynamics, and event design. Specifically, the report details current 
understandings about event types, geography, scale, temporality, crowd dynamics, medical 
support, protective factors, and special hazards. A series of tables are presented to model the 
different analytic lenses that might be employed in understanding the context of MG events. 
Interpretation  
The development of an event model addresses a gap in the current body of knowledge vis a vis 
understanding and reporting the full scope of the health effects related to MGs. Consistent use 
of a consensus-based event model will support more rigorous data collection. This in turn will 
support meta-analysis, create a foundation for risk assessment, allow for the pooling of data for 
illness and injury prediction, and support methodology for evaluating health promotion, harm 
reduction, and clinical response interventions at MGs. 
 
 
Public Health Ethics 
Volume 7 Issue 3 November 2014  
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
Special Symposium on Dual Loyalities: Health Providers Working for the State 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
December 2014; 24 (12)  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: Concepts in Promoting Health 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Refugee Survey Quarterly 
Volume 33 Issue 4 December 2014 
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Resilience: International Policies, Practices and Discourses 
Volume 2, Issue 3, 2014  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/resi20/current#.VF7VUsl4WF9 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current
http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/resi20?open=2#vol_2
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/resi20/current#.VF7VUsl4WF9


 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
September 2014  Vol. 36, No. 3 
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=151&Itemid=26
6&lang=en 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Analysis  
October 2014  Volume 34, Issue 10  Pages 1775–1967 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2014.34.issue-9/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science  
19 December 2014 vol 346, issue 6216, pages 1425-1588 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
[New issue; No relevant content] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 126,   In Progress   (February 2015) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/126 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Stability: International Journal of Security & Development  
[accessed 20 December 2014] 
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles 
[No new relevant content] 
 
 
Sustainability 
Volume 6, Issue 11 (November 2014), Pages 7482- 
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/6/11 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
TORTURE Journal 
Volume 24, Nr. 1, 2014 
http://www.irct.org/torture-journal 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine and Health 
Vol. 42(2014) No. 4  
https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/tmh/42/4/_contents 

http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=151%3Avol-36-no-3&catid=690%3Aissues&Itemid=266&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=151&Itemid=266&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=151&Itemid=266&lang=en
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/risa.2014.34.issue-9/issuetoc
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/126
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/02779536/126
http://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/6
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/6/11
http://www.irct.org/torture-journal
https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/tmh/42/4/_contents


[No relevant content] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
January 2015  Volume 20, Issue 1  Pages 1–119 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.2014.20.issue-1/issuetoc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
UN Chronicle 
Vol.LI No. 2 2014  September 2014  
http://unchronicle.un.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies  
An International Interdisciplinary Journal for Research, Policy and Care  
Volume 9, Issue 4, 2014  
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rvch20/current#.Uzg2bFcWNdc 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
World Heritage Review  
n°73 - November 2014 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/review/73/ 
World Heritage and our protected planet 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Yale Human Rights & Development Law Journal 
Volume XIV, Issue 2 
http://www.law.yale.edu/academics/YHRDLJcurrentissue.htm 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
           #                               #                               #                               # 
 
 

Ebola/EVD: Additional Coverage 
 
UNMEER [UN Mission for Ebola Emergency Response] @UNMEER #EbolaResponse 
   UNMEER’s website is aggregating and presenting content from various sources  including its 
own External Situation Reports, press releases, statements and what it titles “developments.” 
We present a composite below from the week ending 20 December 2014. 
 
News 
UNMEER confident that Conakry Warehouse fire will not hinder Ebola response (18 December 
2014) 
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Ebola: UN Secretary-General will visit West Africa to ‘show solidarity with those affected’ 
17 December 2014 Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced he will leave today for the 
countries hardest hit by the Ebola outbreak “to show my solidarity with those affected and urge 
even greater global action” to fight the epidemic, which two United Nations food agencies said 
could push the number of people facing food insecurity to more than one million by next spring. 
 
Ebola: UN says health workers in Sierra Leone to receive hazard pay using mobile money 
16 December 2014 Response workers battling the Ebola outbreak in West Africa will receive 
“hazard pay” for the first time in Sierra Leone using mobile money because “unless there is a 
certain element of incentives, or danger pay, it’s very difficult to attract and retain people,” the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) announced today. 
 
Ebola: UN forum urges debt relief for hard-hit countries, as search for faster diagnostics gets 
underway 
15 December 2014 The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) today 
recommended that creditors should seriously consider debt cancellation for the countries worst-
hit by the Ebola epidemic in West Africa, and also projected that even if those most affected 
were to register zero economic growth, the impact on Africa as a continent would be minimal. 
 
 
UNMEER External Situation Reports 
UNMEER External Situation Reports are issued daily (excepting Saturday) with content 
organized under these headings: 
- Highlights 
- Key Political and Economic Developments  
- Human Rights  
- Response Efforts and Health  
- Logistics 
- Outreach and Education 
- Resource Mobilisation 
- Essential Services  
- Upcoming Events 
  The “Week in Review” will present highly-selected elements of interest from these reports. 
The full daily report is available as a pdf using the link provided by the report date. 
 
19 December 2014 |  
Key Political and Economic Developments  
1. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon arrived in Ghana yesterday, the first stop on his visit to 
West Africa. He met with Ghanaian president John Dramani Mahama to discuss the EVD 
response, which is being directed from the UNMEER headquarters in Accra. He was briefed on 
the response and UNMEER’s work by Tony Banbury, the head of UNMEER, and the UNMEER 
senior leadership. Today the Secretary-General will visit Liberia and Sierra Leone.  
2. A warehouse with supplies for the EVD operation caught fire yesterday morning in Conakry, 
at the main humanitarian logistics base located at the city's airport. No casualties were 
reported. The fire in the warehouse, mainly containing pharmaceutical supplies and laboratory 
materials, was discovered when the workers arrived in the morning. The warehouse is used by 
Médecins sans Frontières (MSF), the World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF, the Red Cross, 
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the World Food Programme (WFP) and the Pharmacie Centrale de Guinée to store supplies for 
the EVD emergency response under the umbrella of UNMEER. The exact amount of property 
and material damaged as a result of the fire is not yet known. Firefighters of the airport and of 
the city of Conakry, who immediately intervened, extinguished the fire. An investigation is 
ongoing. "This is a regrettable loss, but no one was hurt and we will move quickly together with 
our partners to replace the lost supplies", SRSG Banbury said. "We certainly won't be deterred 
in our fight against Ebola."  
Response Efforts and Health  
4. According to WHO, a number of healthcare workers have tested EVD positive in the main 
health centre in Kérouané, Guinea. The affected personnel includes the centre’s director, a 
midwife, 2 nurses and an ambulance driver. The patients have been transferred to the Donka 
ETC in Conakry, and contacts are being identified and followed up. Following the spread of this 
news, a security incident occurred on 17 December when members of the local community 
including groups of youths threatened to ransack the EVD transit centre in Kérouané. The 
prefectural coordination appealed for calm and instructed responders from WHO, African Union 
and ECOWAS/ West African Health Organization to suspend their activities and remain in their 
hotel. The authorities also dispatched a police unit. As a result of these measures, the threats of 
violence were not carried out.  
6. China has approved a domestically developed experimental EVD vaccine for clinical trials. The 
Chinese vaccine is being developed by the Academy of Military Medical Sciences, a military 
research unit which is also involved in developing a drug to treat the disease. It has been 
reported that the trials would start this month.  
Resource Mobilisation 
12. The OCHA Ebola Virus Outbreak Overview of Needs and Requirements, now totaling US$ 
1.5 billion, has been funded for $ 1.04 billion, which is around 69 percent of the total ask.  
13. The Ebola Response Multi-Partner Trust Fund currently has US$ 129.8 million in 
commitments. In total $ 140 million has been pledged.  
 
18 December 2014 |  
Key Political and Economic Developments  
1. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today will start his visit to the African countries affected 
by the EVD outbreak, to express his support and advocate for continued international assistance 
until the epidemic ends. He will start his tour in Accra, Ghana, where UNMEER’s headquarters 
are located. He will be joined by Margaret Chan, Director-General of the World Health 
Organization, David Nabarro, his special envoy on Ebola, and Tony Banbury, head of UNMEER, 
on visits to Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia and Mali. “I want to see the response for myself, and 
show my solidarity with those affected and urge even greater global action,” Ban said before 
leaving New York. “The Ebola response strategy is working, and we are beginning to see 
improvements,” he added. “But now is not the time to ease up on our efforts. As long as there 
is one case of Ebola, the risk remains.”  
Response Efforts and Health  
3. EVD transmission remains intense in Sierra Leone, with 327 new confirmed cases reported in 
the week to 14 December. Transmission is most intense and persistent in the western and 
northern districts of the country. The capital, Freetown, accounted for 125 of all new confirmed 
cases. Response partners and the government of Sierra Leone have implemented the Western 
Area Surge, an operation to intensify efforts to curb the disease in the western parts of the 
country. The response targets Freetown and neighbouring areas to break chains of 
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transmission, and increase the number of beds to ensure patients with clinical symptoms of 
EVD are isolated and receive appropriate treatment.. 
Outreach and Education 
14. This week, 11,501 households across 15 counties in Liberia were reached through door-to-
door visits with EVD prevention and home protection messages. 17,966 women, 13,660 men 
and 11,112 children were engaged through 221 meetings and group discussions. 410 people 
across the country participated in 13 training workshops on community engagement. Social 
mobilizers also interacted with 692 community leaders and elders through community 
dialogues.  
Essential Services  
15. The number of people facing food insecurity due to the EVD epidemic in Guinea, Liberia, 
and Sierra Leone could top 1 million by March 2015 unless access to food is drastically 
improved and measures are put in place to safeguard crop and livestock production, the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP) warned 
Wednesday. Already, the EVD epidemic has seriously affected food supply chains in West Africa, 
leaving 500,000 people without enough to eat. Food security has deteriorated due to crop 
losses and the disruption of production and supply chains. In addition, the outbreak has hurt 
the overall economies in the three countries, leaving them with less money to pay for necessary 
food imports. FAO and WFP urged donors to jump-start agriculture in the region by funding 
necessary products including seeds, fertilizers and farming technology. They also recommended 
that people should be given cash or vouchers to stimulate markets.  
17. The first US$ 2 million tranche from the Ebola Multi Partner Trust Fund has been received 
by UNICEF for a project aimed at supporting the wellbeing and protection of EVD affected 
children in Liberia. The $ 4 million project, implemented in partnership with the Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare, is meant to support appropriate alternative care, social protection, 
social mobilization and social safety nets for EVD-affected children in Liberia.  
 
17 December 2014 |  
Key Political and Economic Developments  
1. President Ernest Bai Koroma of Sierra Leone announced that government officials will begin a 
house-to-house search on Wednesday for sick people in the Western Area, which includes 
Freetown. It was not clear, however, if people had to stay in their homes and, if so, for how 
long. The Sierra Leonean government has periodically restricted movements into and out of hot 
spots in order to slow the disease's spread. Freetown and its surrounding areas currently 
account for more than half of the country's new infections.  
2. The director of the United States Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Dr. 
Thomas Frieden, visited Guinea on 15 December. Dr. Frieden met, among others, with the 
coordinator of the National Ebola Response Cell, Dr. Sakoba Keita and participated in the 
national response coordination meeting. Dr. Frieden, Dr. Sakoba and a delegation including the 
United States Ambassador took part in a visit to the ETC in Macenta, where they attended a 
ceremony awarding a certificate to two survivors of EVD.  
3. Britain said on Tuesday it would not be seeking US military assistance to fight EVD in Sierra 
Leone, where it expects to see "enormous change" by the end of January following a surge in 
response measures. The head of the British taskforce, Donal Brown, said he expected a 
breakthrough within four to six weeks. "The pieces are in place to fight the disease, which 
weren't here a month ago. So I think you will see enormous change in the next few weeks," 
Brown said Tuesday. While Britain is discussing how the US government might provide more 
foreign health workers and assist in the building of additional laboratories for EVD testing, 
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Brown said there was no need for US military support in Sierra Leone. The UK is calling for 
additional resources from the World Health Organization to boost case surveillance for rural 
areas.  
Outreach and Education 
16. UNMEER’s FCM covering Nzérékoré, Guinea, was informed about instances of resistance in 
different parts of the prefecture where the local community has resorted to hiding persons 
suspected of having EVD or has outright refused to refer them to the nearest ETC in Nzérékoré. 
Villages such as Kaya and Tilepulo have refused any EVD response activity. In the district of 
Wessoah, youth groups have reportedly decided to prevent any EVD-related activities by 
community agents or the Guinean Red Cross. In response, UNMEER has proposed a meeting to 
be held this week with the prefectural coordination and UNICEF to plan a sensitization 
campaign to be funded by UNICEF, with highly regarded community members such as elders, 
teachers and other civil servants who will in turn disseminate EVD prevention and response 
messages at the local level. This campaign is to be followed by a sensitization mission led by 
the prefect in communities displaying resistance.  
 
16 December 2014 |  
Key Political and Economic Developments  
1. Liberia will hold delayed senatorial elections on December 20, the National Election 
Commission said on Sunday, a day after the Supreme Court ruled the vote should go ahead 
despite the EVD outbreak. The court had suspended campaigning for the vote last month, while 
it considered a petition from a group that included some former government officials and 
political party representatives. The group had warned that electioneering risked spreading the 
virus.  
2. WHO Assistant Director-General Bruce Aylward has stated that the failure of Sierra Leone's 
strategy for fighting EVD may be down to a missing ingredient: a big shock that could change 
people's behavior and prevent further infection, such as what happened in Monrovia in August 
when the disease had a big flare-up there. "Every new place that gets infected goes through 
that same terrible learning curve where a lot of people have to die ... before those behaviors 
start to change," Aylward said. Sierra Leone's Health Minister Abu Bakarr Fofanah said the 
government was considering banning some unsafe practices. He recognized however that it 
would be difficult to police such a law. Fofanah noted that some areas of eastern Sierra Leone 
that were hit hardest early in the epidemic -- around the towns of Kenema and Kailahun -- have 
seen a massive reduction in case numbers as people change behavior. "The areas that are now 
doing badly are the areas that were affected last. They are still on the learning curve."  
3. The UN Security Council on Monday extended the mandate of the UN Mission in Liberia 
(UNMIL) for another nine months until September 30, 2015. The mission will continue to 
provide, among other tasks, humanitarian assistance and electoral support, as well as human 
rights promotion and protection. The council recognized that the EVD outbreak in Liberia has 
slowed the efforts of the government to advance certain governance and national reform 
priorities, and emphasized the need for continued progress on constitutional and institutional 
reforms, especially of the rule of law and security sectors and the national reconciliation 
processes.  
4. The UN Economic Commission for Africa has asked for more debt cancellations for the three 
countries hardest hit by EVD. The commission said Monday that it is crucial that the current 
health crisis not be a catalyst for financial distress in Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia. Carlos 
Lopez, the executive secretary of the commission, appealed on Monday for loan forgiveness.  
Response Efforts and Health  
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7. Liberia has begun treating EVD patients with serum therapy - a treatment made from the 
blood of recovered survivors. If a person has successfully fought off EVD infection, they will 
have antibodies in their blood that can attack the virus. Doctors can then take a sample of their 
blood and turn it into a serum - by removing the red blood cells but keeping the antibodies - 
which can be used to treat other patients. Patients treated in the UK and the US have already 
received this type of treatment. The treatment is being given by doctors at the ELWA Hospital 
in Monrovia.  
9. A pilot project in Guinea spearheaded by the NERC with support from experts from Columbia 
University, on collection and transmission of contact tracing information via mobile phones, is 
being conducted in Conakry, Dubreka and Coyah prefectures. To date, a training of trainers has 
been provided to 27 supervisors and 130 community agents working in these 3 prefectures. The 
pilot will test whether the data collected via mobile transmission corresponds to the data 
collected via the current paper-based system. If the pilot phase is successful, the NERC is to 
decide whether to roll out this solution in the country’s 33 prefectures.  
 
15 December 2014 | 
Response Efforts and Health  
4. The Sierra Leonean National Ebola Response Centre (NERC), with UNMEER support, will for 
the first time pay hazard payments to Ebola Response Workers (ERWs) using mobile money. 
This marks an important shift from cash payments to an electronic solution that improves the 
overall efficiency, timeliness and security of payments for the ERWs. The transition to electronic 
payments will bolster the effectiveness of fiscal operations through efficient receipts and 
payments, as well as the security of transactions targeting the ERWs. It will help to eliminate 
wastes and leakages and ensure a strong transaction audit trail. This cycle of hazard payments 
will be made from December 15, 2014 to December 19, 2014 through a consortium of private 
sector partners, namely Airtel, Africell, and Splash Money.  
5. UNICEF in Liberia, together with the NGO IntraHealth and the Liberian health ministry, are 
piloting mHERO - an SMS-based tool that can be used on basic mobile phones. mHERO stands 
for Mobile Health Worker Electronic Response and Outreach. It will allow the ministry to 
instantly send critical information to health workers’ mobile phones during the outbreak and in 
the future. The pilot will start with 430 health workers in Grand Gedeh, Grand Cape Mount and 
Margibi counties.  
Outreach and Education 
16. In Kindia prefecture, Guinea, the Minister of Youth and Youth Employment launched a 
training of trainers funded by UNICEF which is intended to reach 15,000 young people. They 
will then convey the key messages of prevention and the fight against EVD in all sub-
prefectures, in order to promote behavior change and help lift community resistance.  
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